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plan to clean up areas in the oldest 
part of town, especially along 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

The developers say they will 
work out a plan for the back of the 
proposed buildings. Then they will 
go before the plan commission to 
seek a special use and a zoning 
variance for the site. 
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BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer pensate their staff in a manner 

that's appropriate to our standing 
in the area. We're highly satisfied 
with his performance." 

Anderson replaced eight-year 
Village Manager Thomas Markus, 
who left Wheeling to take a job as 
a city manager in a Minnesota 
suburb. Markus has since accepted 
a new city manager's position in a 
Detroit suburb. 

As village manager, Anderson 
oversees 183 full-time village em-
ployees. The village's five depart-
ment heads, the village attorney 
and an assistant village manager 
report directly to him. The village 
manager also represents Wheeling 
on the Northwest Water Commis-
sion, the group which handles Lake 

Michigan water allocation for the 
village and three nearby suburbs. 

During his tenure, Anderson had 
a hand in starting a village recy-
cling program and forming a sec-
ond intergovermental agreement 
with Prospect Heights concerning 
the Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

Anderson, 39, credited the coop-
eration of the the village board 
and staff as the reason for his per-
formance. 

"I'm very appreciative," Ander-
son said. "I think it reflects confi-
dence in each other in, so far, a 
good working relationship. It's the 
support of the board that really 
gets things done." 

Prior to his Wheeling position, 
Anderson was assistant village 
manager in Glenview since 1980. 

Wheeling village manager wins pay hike 
1 .—Sorl7Lc ?M('  

wish of the village board to com- 

Wheeling trustees Monday unan-
imously approved a nearly 9 per-
cent pay increase for Village Man-
ager Craig G. Anderson. 

Anderson's current annual sal-
ary of $58,850 will increase 8.75 
percent to $64,000 with the raise. 
The new salary is retroactive to 
Dec. 1. He is eligible for another 
salary review next December. 

Anderson, who joined the Wheel-
ing staff in June 1988, started with 
an annual salary of $55,000, which 
was increase by 7 percent to 
$58,580 seven months later. 

"It's based on performance," 
Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
said of the raise. "I think it's the 

County clears way for balefill 
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BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

In an effort to avoid a repeat per-
formance of last year's anticlimac-
tic Fourth of July fireworks display 
in Wheeling, organizers are seeking 
volunteers and donations for this 
year's event. 

Organizers also are planning sev-
eral fund-raisers in the next few 
months to meet a goal of raising at 
least $7,000 by May. However, or-
ganizer Judy Abruscato said about 
$10,000 is needed for the Fourth of 
July parade and fireworks display. 

Last year's show was labeled as a 
"dud" by some residents and even 
organizers, who said the committee 
did not raise enough money for a  

better display. The committee, 
comprised of Jaycees and AMVETS 
members and residents, spent $5,000 
on the fireworks display and $2,400 
on the parade, which included six 
bands. 

The money is raised through dona-
tions, fund-raisers and voluntary 
contributions on water bills. Howev-
er, because the line for donations 
appeared on the water bills only a 
few months last year, contributions 
were down. 

Usually, the committee raises be-
tween $8,000 and $9,000 for the ac-
tivities, including $2,600 from water 
bill donations. 

Abruscato said the committee is 
off to a good start this year because 
January water bills contained the  

contribution line, and donations al-
ready are coming in. 

A spaghetti dinner fund-raiser will 
be held at 5:30 p.m. April 25 at the 
AMVETS hall, 700 Old McHenry 
Road in Wheeling. A pancake break-
fast also is in the works. 

In addition, Abruscato said the 
committee is trying to attract corpo-
rate and business donations and 
sponsors for floats in the parade. She 
added that the committee wants to 
have more floats and fewer cars in 
the parade, which had 65 units last. 
year. 

Parade participants will be hand-
ing out red, white and blue balloons 
to viewers to symbolize the parade 
theme, "America the Beautiful." The 
Fourth of July activities coincide  

with the annual St. Joseph the Work-
er's Familyfest, which will be held 
from July 3 through July 7. 

We're looking for more floats," 
Abruscato said. "And I do want to 
really be able to have hundreds of 
balloons go through the crowd. We 
really want to have it full with bal-
loons." 

The Fourth of July committee 
meets at 8 p.m. on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at Wheel-
ing's AMVETS hall. The next meet-
ing will be Jan. 24, however, next 
month's meeting will be held Feb. 
21. 

For information about contribut-
ing, or about becoming a volunteer, 
call Abruscato at 541-8788. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling planners keep 
eye on center aesthetics 

r)r, )q.:/(1 
travel agency and a video store, 
Martin Golden said. 

Like many other suburbs, 
Wheeling has been besieged with 
new shopping centers. As a result, 
village planners, like Plan Com-
mission Chairman Paul Eister-
hold, are paying particular atten-
tion to the aesthetics of the centers 
and their potential viability in the 
village. 

"My main concern is this is a 
very difficult site," Eisterhold 
said, adding the back of the build-
ing faces Manchester Drive. 

The proposed site for Manches-
ter Court also is included in the 
village's downtown redevelopment 
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BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling plan commissioners are 
supporting plans for a Mexican food 
carryout restaurant in a shopping 
center where last fall village trus-
tees rejected plans for a carryout 
pizza restaurant. 

Village planners were concerned 
about traffic, parking and litter that 
the restaurant could generate at the 
heavily-traveled intersection, at 
Dundee and Wolf roads. However, 
plans for the proposed restaurant in 
the developing Center Plaza take 
into account the planners' concerns. 

Because the restaurant serves 
only carryout food, the parking lot 
would not be overcrowded because 
cars would be parked only for short 
times, village planners said. In addi-
tion, the restaurant's peak business 
hours, which would be from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
weekdays, would not add to the nor-
mal rush hour traffic at the corner. 

Oralia Lumbreraz, the restaurant 
owner, agreed to put a trash bin out-
side the building and supervise the 
area to avoid additional litter from 
customers leaving his restaurant. 

"It's nice to see another type of a 
restaurant rather than another ham-
burger place or a pizza place," plan 
commission chairman Paul Eister-
hold said. 

Last July, village trustees reject-
ed plans — even after two attempts 
by the owner — to open a Little Cae-
sar's Pizza in Center Plaza. Officials 
said the center could not provide ad-
equate parking for customers during 
peak evening hours and would in-
crease traffic at the intersection. 

Wheeling planners are keeping a 
close watch on a proposed shop-
ping center on Milwaukee Avenue 
in light of planners' recent at-
tempts to clean up the area and 
other village shopping centers. 

Glenview developers Martin and 
Arnold Golden want to build a 
26,900-square-foot shopping center 
on the northwest corner of Man-
chester Drive and Milwaukee Ave-
nue. The center, which developers 
want to open this fall, would house 
about 15 stores, such as a conven-
ient store, professional offices, 

BY LAURA JA OTA 
and DANIELLE ACETO 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Plans for a 142-acre landfill near 
Bartlett cleared a significant hurdle 
Tuesday as the Cook County Board 
granted final zoning approval for the 
controversial project. 

After more than two years of re-
view at the county level, the pro-
posed $55 million landfill project 
received unanimous approval from 
county commissioners who added 
separate provisions calling for prop-
erty value and drinking water pro-
tection plans for homeowners living 
within a mile of the garbage dump 
site. 

The Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County (SWANCC) is pro-
posing to build the balefill — so 
called because garbage is baled be-
fore being buried — on 142 acres at 
West Bartlett and Gifford roads in 
unincorporated Hanover Township. 

Hailed as a potential short-term 
solution to the state's growing short-
age of landfill space, the balefill, if 
built, would take garbage from the 
28 North and Northwest suburban 
communities belonging to SWANCC. 

Before Cook County issues a build-
ing permit for the project, however, 
approval from the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers will be needed. The Illi-
nois Environmental Protection 
Agency already has granted 
SWANCC a construction permit. 

"This is good news," SWANCC Ex-
ecutive Director William Abolt said 
of the county board's action. "The 
zoning issues are all resolved. Now 
the only hurdle left is the army corps 
of engineers." 

He said an application will be filed 
with the army corps next month. 

In securing county approval, 
SWANCC agreed to contribute $1  

million annually for the expected 18-
year life of the landfill to an escrow 
fund to be used for — among other 
things — compensation for home-
owners whose property values suffer 
because of the balefill. The money 
also will help pay for the closure, 
maintenance and monitoring of the 
landfill once it is full. 

"It adds a significant level of pro-
tection to residents in the area," said 
Republican County Commissioner 
Carl R. Hansen of Mount Prospect. 

It is "a level of protection that 
was not earlier contemplated and 
was added because of the kinds of 
expressions of concern that have 
come from residents in the area of 
the balefill," Hansen said. 

Nevertheless, neighboring munici-
palities and citizens groups are 
charging the county board with mak-
ing a "political" rather than "envi-
ronmental" decision and are rein- 

See BALEFILL on Page 7 
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and DANIELLE ACETO 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Plans for a 142-acre landfill near 
Bartlett cleared a significant hurdle 
Tuesday as the Cook County Board 
granted final zoning approval for the 
controversial project. 

After more than two years of re-
view at the county level, the pro-
posed $55 million landfill project 
received unanimous approval from 
county commissioners who added 
separate provisions calling for prop-
erty value and drinking water pro-
tection plans for homeowners living 
within a mile of the garbage dump 
site. 

The Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County (SWANCC) is pro-
posing to build the balefill — so 
called because garbage is baled be-
fore being buried — on 142 acres at 
West Bartlett and Gifford roads in 
unincorporated Hanover Township.  

..... 
suburb. Markus has since accepted 
a new city manager's position in a 
Detroit suburb. 

As village manager, Anderson 
oversees 183 full-time village em-
ployees. The village's five depart-
ment heads, the village attorney 
and an assistant village manager 
report directly to him. The village 
manager also represents Wheeling 
on the Northwest Water Commis-
sion, the group which handles Lake 

Hailed as a potential short-term 
solution to the state's growing short-
age of landfill space, the balefill, if 
built, would take garbage from the 
28 North and Northwest suburban 
communities belonging to SWANCC. 

Before Cook County issues a build-
ing permit for the project, however, 
approval from the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers will be needed. The Illi-
nois Environmental Protection 
Agency already has granted 
SWANCC a construction permit. 

"This is good news," SWANCC Ex-
ecutive Director William Abolt said 
of the county board's action. "The 
zoning issues are all resolved. Now 
the only hurdle left is the army corps 
of engineers." 

He said an application will be filed 
with the army corps next month. 

In securing county approval, 
SWANCC agreed to contribute $1  

million annually for the expected 18-
year life of the landfill to an escrow 
fund to be used for — among other 
things — compensation for home-
owners whose property values suffer 
because of the balefill. The money 
also will help pay for the closure, 
maintenance and monitoring of the 
landfill once it is full. 

"It adds a significant level of pro-
tection to residents in the area," said 
Republican County Commissioner 
Carl R. Hansen of Mount Prospect. 

It is "a level of protection that 
was not earlier contemplated and 
was added because of the kinds of 
expressions of concern that have 
come from residents in the area of 
the balefill," Hansen said. 

Nevertheless, neighboring munici-
palities and citizens groups are 
charging the county board with mak-
ing a "political" rather than "envi-
ronmental" decision and are rein- 
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County clears way for balefill 

forcing their edge to take their 
fight to the army +Naps. 

"Their (the county board) minds 
were made up long ate," said Bart-
lett Village President Jobn A. Stark, 
who called the new proVikions a 
"smokescreen." 

"This was a political decNon 
from the word go. It was not an envr- 
ronmental decision," Stark said. 

Bartlett, Elgin, South Elgin, 
Wayne and Hanover Township cur-
rently are suing the county for al-
leged procedural violations when 
preliminary zoning on the land was 
approved in 1987. 

Citizens Against the Balefill also 
has filed a complaint with Attorney 
General Neil F. Hartigan's office, 
charging that its due process rights 
were violated last year as the IEPA 
considered SW ANCC's permit appli- 
cation. 

"As long as I am alive, standing 
and breathing, this balefill will not 
be operational," said Daniel Kairis, 
president of Citizens Against the 
Balefill. "We have brought up some 
serious concerns." 

In what they said was an attempt 
to alleviate those citizen concerns, 
county board members Tuesday re-
quired SWANCC to implement and 
pay for the property and drinking 
water protection plans. 

The escrow account, which will to-
tal at least $18 million by the time 
the balefill closes, will be adminis-
tered by a three-member body ap- 
pointed by SWANCC. 

Homeowners who believe their 
property values are damaged or 
drinking water contaminated by the 
balefill, would take their cloaims to 
the three-member body whict would 
include a civil engineer, a real estate. 
appraiser and a public health .spe- 
cialist. 

Appeal of claims would be rerade 
through arbitration, with homeoWn-

ers given the opportunity to* take 
their claims to court nog- finding 
arbitration is chosen. 



Democratic village leaders in the suburbs 

Do village residents realize you are a Democrat? 

""I don't think that most of them know, and in most 
cases, I don't think it would matter." 

- Sheila H. Schultz, Wheeling Village President 
since 1981, Democratic candidate for Cook County 
Board 

"They (some local Republicans) tried to make sure 
everyone knew I was a Democrat both times I've 
run." 

-Michael J. O'Malley, Hoffman Estates Village 
President since April 1989 

"Everyone who steps into a ballot box and sees 
Ted Forsberg's name knows he's the Democratic 
Committeeman of Barrington Township." 

-Theodore J. Forsberg, Barrington Village 
President since April 1989, Barrington Township 
Democratic Committeeman 

"I've never made any sa,..ret of it and I've nevPr 
been asked. I don't think they give two hoots and 
a holler." 

-Gerald L. "Skip" Farley, Village President of 
Mount Prospect since April 1989 
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Defint&aiaiii5firie°suburbs 
Being voted in 
no longer means 
being Republican 

BY MADELEINE DOUBEK 
Daily Herald Political Writer 

There is a growing trend in the 
Republican-dominated North-
west suburbs: Democratic vil-
lage presidents. 

Hoffman Estates Village Pres-
ident Michael J. O'Malley, 
Mount Prospect Village Presi-
dent Gerald L. "Skip" Farley, 
Wheeling Village President Shei-
la H. Schultz and Barrington Vil-
lage President Theodore J. Fors-
berg all are Democrats. 

Their election to those promi-
nent village posts may be further 
evidence that the suburbs are be-
coming a little less Republican. 
Three of the four Democrats 
were just elected last April, but 
they all served as trustees before 
ascending to the village presi-
dency. Schultz, in Wheeling, has 
been village president for nine 
years. 

Angelo J. Polvere, former 
Inverness village president, is a 
Democrat and there are trustees 
and aldermen sprinkled through-
out the suburbs who are Demo-
crats. 

But the presidents will argue 
their party affiliation was not a 
factor in their election to local 
positions that are purposely non-
partisan. In fact, most residents 
in the Northwest suburbs proba-
bly assume their village officials 
are Republican. They tradition-
ally have been. 

"That basically is the assump-
tion that I've made," admitted 
Farley. He even fell into the trap 
of assuming Schultz was Repub-
lican. 

"I only found out Sheila was a 
Democrat when I saw it in the 
paper," Farley said. Schultz's po-
litical affiliation made the pa-
pers when she was slated recent-
ly to run as a Democratic candi-
date for the Cook County Board. 

Rarely does their political af-
filiation matter, the village pres-
idents say. 

"I don't think that most of 
them (the voters) know, and in 
most cases, I don't think it would 
matter," Schultz said of her par-
ty affiliation. Since she came out 
of the Democratic closet with 
the county board slating, Schultz 
said she has not been treated like 
a minority. 

"There doesn't seem to be any 
negative connotation," Schultz 
noted. "It is just that people say 
they are surprised or didn't 
know." 

When Schultz travels to 
Springfield to lobby state legisla-
tors on municipal issues, she 
says she often is asked, "What 
are you?" 

"I should say it doesn't mat-
ter," Schultz said. "I usually 
start out by saying this is what I 
am, but that doesn't matter 
here." ' 

As the Democratic committee-
man in Barrington Township for 
more than a decade, Forsberg 
says he has been much more vis-
ible than his party colleagues. "I 
don't have one doubt in my mind 
that everyone who steps into a 
ballot booth and sees Ted Fors-
berg's name knows he's the 
Democratic Committeeman of 
Barrington Township. Not one 
doubt." 

Forsberg's affiliation may be 
more widely known, but it has 
not hindered his local political 
career. 

See DEMOCRATS on Page 4 

Continued from Page 1 

"Once people learn the message and 
what we're trying to do for the com-
munity, they make their decisions 
based on that. If somebody's doing a 
good job, he'll be re-elected every 
time," he said. 

O'Malley, who once ran as a Dem-
ocrat for a seat in the House of Rep-
resentatives, agrees. 

"I don't think it makes a damn bit 
of difference. There's not a Republi-
can way or a Democratic way to 
plow the streets or put up street 
lights or any of the other services," 
O'Malley said. 

O'Malley ran with a slate of Re-
publican candidates in the last local 
campaign and he, too, has never ex-
perienced discrimination as a Demo- 

crat. Some local Republicans "tried 
to make sure everyone knew I was a 
Democrat both times I've run," he 
said, but adds that most residents 
"don't cast stones at you for it." 

Schultz believes there are benefits 
to having Democrats around when 
Northwest suburban village presi-
dents get together to discuss region-
al issues. "On region-wide issues, a 
bipartisan perspective leads to bet-
ter examination of issues, some-
times, and a more thorough exami-
nation," she said. 

"I've never made any secret of it 
and I've never been asked. At least 
some of the people have found out 
I'm a Democrat," Farley said. "I 
don't think they give two hoots and a 
holler." 

• 



Finn to examine 
computer equipment 

Wheeling trustees have unani-
mously approved hiring a Chica-
go consulting firm for the vil-
lage's Community Development 
Department to analyze the exist-
ing computer equipment and 
determine future computer 
needs. 

The Conlon Group, Inc. will 
evaluate the current equipment 
for the department and address 
various information processing 
needs of the building, housing, 
zoning, engineering and planning 
divisions. 

The Conlon Group, which cur-
rently is under contract with the 
village's finance department, will 
determine the department's 
needs and the costs. The firm will 
be paid no more than $2,970 for 
about 36 hours of work. 

The top meeting 
Who:Wheeling Village 
Board committee-of-the-
whole 

Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 

When:8 p.m. Monday 
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able improvements spark service outages 0))790 
BY MELISSA EISER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

An electrical upgrade project by 
TCI of Illinois is causing longer ser-
vice outages to some cable custom-
ers than originally anticipated, com-
pany officials have told members of 
the Northwest Municipal Cable 
Council. 

Six of the eight communities 
represented by the council — Arling-
ton Heights, Des Plaines, Mount 
Prospect, Park Ridge, Prospect 
Heights and Wheeling — all will 
receive  the new electronic equip- 

ment under this project. Two other 
council members, Bartlett and Han-
over Park, have already received 
the electronic upgrades. 

TCI General Manager Mark Hess 
said originally cable company offi-
cials believed the project would dis-
rupt service to customers for short 
periods of a half-hour to one hour for 
one day. Three communities still 
should be affected by only short 
outages, he said. 

However, Hess said, in Des 
Plaines, Park Ridge and Prospect 
Heights the company needs to re- 

place connectors, which requires 
more extensive work and the the 
cable service to be out for longer pe-
riods. 

TCI recently began work in Des 
Plaines and cable service throughout 
almost the entire city has been out 
from about midnight to 8 a.m. night-
ly for about 10 days, Hess said. 

Des Plaines officials said they 
have received several complaints 
from residents. Resident Wallace 
Brush attended the council meeting 
and questioned why the residents 
were not given notice about the  

cable outages. He also asked if resi-
dents would get credit on their bills 
for the times the cable was out. 

Hess said officials did not realize 
until they had begun the project that 
some areas would need the extensive 
work. The company now is working 
to change its message on Channel 52 
to tell customers about the longer 
outages. 

He added that most people do not 
watch television at those times, but 
he would work with residents such as 
Brush who were affected on a possi-
ble credit. 

mcild rti‘gY0 said, the remodeling of the build-
ing will improve the aesthetics of 

system to be studied the area. 

Agreement made 
on firing range 

Wheeling has an agreement 
with the Buffalo Grove Police De-
partment concerning the use of 
the firing range by members of 
the Northern Illinois Police 
Alarm System Emergency Ser-
vices Team. 

Under the contract, Wheeling 
agrees to assume full responsibil-
ity for the all claims, loss, dam-
age or injury to any person or 
property arising out of use of Buf-
falo Grove's firing range. 

Four members of the Wheeling 
Police Department are part of 
the special team. The contract 
runs from Nov. 1, 1989 to Dec. 31, 
1990. 

The village will review the fire 
department's current internal 
alerting paging system to deter-
mine which expansions and 
changes would improve the sys-
tem for the least cost. 

Trustees originally set aside 
$20,000 in the 1989-90 budget for 
the expansion and installation of 
the fire department internal 
alerting communications system. 
However, after receiving only 
one bid for the system, trustees 
decided to reject the bid and 
again evaluate the purchase of in 
this year's budget. 

The Scan-Am Company quoted 
the cost of the system at $26,826, 
which exceeds the budgeted 
amount by $6,826. 

Trustees approve 
addition to shop 

Trustees have approved the re-
modeling and building addition to 
Collins Fireplace and Patio Shop. 

The shop, at 561 W. Dundee 
Road, originally was constructed 
as a lumberyard on property 
leased from the Soo Line, which is 
now the Wisconsin Central Rail-
road, and has been the patio shop 
since 1977. 

The expansion at the rear of 
the 6,000-square-foot store in-
cludes an additional 6,000 square 
feet of display and sales area and 
an extra 12,000 square feet for 
storage and the warehouse. The 
additional space is needed, own-
ers say, because the business re-
quires a larger area for display-
ing merchandise and storing the 
items. 

Although the shop borders the 
railroad tracks, village planners 

Imo 

Groups slated to make 
presentations to board 

Representatives of the Northwest 
Municipal Conference and the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County will give presentations on the 
functions of the organizations Mon-
day for Wheeling village board 
members. 

Members of Prospect Heights City 
Council also have been invited to lis-
ten to the speakers. The speakers 
will give overviews of the organiza-
tions, as well as provide updates on 
current issues involving local munic-
ipalities. 

"The mayors and village mana-
gers may be familiar with it, but 
trustees are not as familiar, and this 
gives them the opportunity to see 
what we do," said Rita Athas, execu-
tive director of the Northwest Mu-
nicipal Conference. "They pay their 
annual dues, and they should know 
what they're getting for their mon-
ey." 
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BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport is 
one step away from having its first 
formal set of rules and regulations 
following airport commissioners' ap-
proval Wednesday of the proposed 
safety codes. 

The rules and regulations, which 
outline standards for commercial 
and refueling operations, require-
ments for flight instructors and safe-
ty codes on the airfield, now await 
approval of the airport owners —
Wheeling and Prospect Heights. The 
governing boards for the two com-
munities will likely vote on the 26-
page document next month. 

The airport operates with no for-
mal rules and regulations, which 
makes it difficult for airport offi-
cials — without the authority — to 
control dangerous activity at the air-
port. Airport officials have worked 
on the codes for the past three years, 
and held a public forum last month 
for comments from residents and 
airport users. 

"By and large, while there may be 
a few things we might not be in com-
plete agreement with, we think it's a 
pretty good document," said Barry 
Axelrod, president of the Palwaukee 
Airport Pilots Association. "I think 
it's liveable." 

However, Axelrod said he was not 
representing all Palwaukee pilots. 
Axelrod said he was pleased airport 
officials changed a provision in a 
former draft requiring flight instruc-
tors to be on the airfield while stu-
dents, who have flying permits, fly. 
The proposed rules now requires the 
instructor only be available by other 
means of communication. 

In its ninth draft since 1986, the 
rules and regulations include sec-
tions on who may use the airport, 
how they should operate aircraft 
safely and what size planes may be 
flown there. The codes also outline 
enforcement and penalties for viola-
tions. 

Police departments in the two 
towns will be responsible for pro-
cessing complaints filed with them 
by the airport manager. Violators 
could be fined up to $500. 

Athas said representatives of the 
two organizations periodically make 
presentations to members of the 
groups. 

The Northwest Municipal Confer-
ence includes 34 local municipalities 
and six townships, including Wheel-
ing Township. Wheeling and Pros-
pect Heights are among the partici-
pating municipalities. 

William Abolt, executive director 
of the Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County, will give an update 
on the status of the trash transfer 
station proposed for Rolling Mead- 
ows. — 
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The balefill: What's next? 
• Application for permit from 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
- the last step in the approval 
process- will be filed Feb. 1 
by solid waste agency. 

■ Army Corps must study the 
balefill's potential effects on the 
surrounding environment and 
wildlife, including the effect on 
the underground water supply. 

• Army Corps will seek written 
public comment for 30-45 days 
after application is filed. The 
solid waste agency will respond to all comments. Balefill opponents 
are asking for public hearings. 

• No time limit is set for the Army Corps decision, but the solid 
waste agency's option to buy the land expires June 2. 

Source: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County. 
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roposal nears review by Corps of Engineers 
BY DANIELLE ACETO 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Five years of unrest over contro-
versial plans to build Cook County's 
first landfill in more than a decade 
will come to a head soon. 

In less than two weeks the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County formally will ask the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to approve 
a $55 million balefill plan, lauded as 
a potential short-term solution to the 
state's garbage crisis. 

SWANCC has battled for five 
years to put the balefill - so called 
because garbage is baled before bur-
ial - on 142 acres near West Bart-
lett and Gifford roads in unincorpo-
rated Hanover Township. 

"It's been through a lot of review 
by a lot of different agencies at a lot 
of different levels of government 
and all comments have come back 
saying the project is sound," said 
Brooke Beal, SWANCC project con-
sultant. 

The balefill, which would be a  

dumping ground for trash generated 
by the 28 North and Northwest sub-
urban municipalities associated with 
SWANCC, so far has survived scruti-
ny by the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, which last fall 
granted SWANCC a construction 
permit. 

Earlier this week the Cook County 
Board responded with an approval of 
its own, granting final zoning on the 
land earmarked for the project. 

But all that could prove for naught 
if SWANCC cannot secure approval 
from the corps in the coming 
months. 

SWANCC officials say they will on 
Feb. 1 submit a permit application 
to the corps, which then must assess 
the project's potential effect on the 
surrounding environment and wild-
life. 

While the IEPA concerned itself 
primarily with the potential for 
groundwater contamination, the 
corps must address and come to 
terms with the complete scope of the 
project's effect on the area sur- 

rounding it. 
And they will do so in the follow- 

ing manner: 
• Immediately following 

SWANCC's application, the corps.  
will entertain written public com-
mentary on the proposal. A 30- to 45-
day comment period will ensue and 
requests for public hearings will be 
considered. 

• Any concerns will be forwarded 
to SWANCC for their response and 
all material then will be evaluated 
by the corps. 

• The corps will conduct a study 
on the potential effect of the balefill 
on the surrounding area. 

• The corps will approve or deny 
the permit, but no time limit is being 
placed on when the corps must de-
cide. 

"Water quality issues, the effect 
on wildlife, habitat, environmental 
impacts, the full range of impact" 
all will be studied, said Evelyn 
Schiele, corps spokeswoman. "We're 
going to take as long as we feel is 
necessary to do a good job." 

Within 90 days of receiving 
SWANCC's permit application, how-
ever, the corps must report to Con-
gress on the balef ill's potential im-
pact on the Newark Valley Aquifer, 
a nearby underground water source 
serving about 300,000 people. 

Opponents of the balefill long have 
charged the project would contami-
nate that water supply - a concern 
that last year prompted federal leg-
islation mandating the corps report 
directly to Congress on the issue. 

Amid all this, opponents say they 
will continue in their fight to kill the 
project. They already have request-
ed that the corps conduct public 
hearings and complete a full-blown 
"environmental impact statement" 
on the proposal - a process that 
could elongate the approval process 
by as much as one year. 

"We've got a couple of aces up our 
sleeve, but we're not telling anyone," 
said Daniel Kairis, president of Citi-
zens Againt the Balefill. "We've got 
a long way to go before SWANCC 
gives up." Daily Herald Graphic 
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The following graph shows the 
increases in accidents with injuries and 
the number of hit and run accidents in 
Wheeling between 1987 and 1989. 
Source: Wheeling Police Department 
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Serious accidents up again in 1989: Police 
By Mike Wilkinson /--° 
Staff Writer 

0 Lk.t5T g..‘f S t P '2-- 
While Wheeling may be safer from 

burglars and thieves, village roads again 
became more dangerous to drive upon in 
1989. 

After accidents with injuries jumped 
dramatically in 11.:.:, they again rose in 
1989, with 365 injury accidents occurring 
throughout the village. Police figures 
show there were 341 in 11 :.: and 233 in 
1987. 

In addition to the injury accidents, 
three people died in traffic accidents last 
year, the same number as those who 
perished on village streets in 1988, police 
figures indicate. 

"We are having an increase in traffic 
accidents, there is no doubt about it," 
Police Chief Michael F. Haeger said. 

HAEGER BLAMED THE higher 
accident rate on a greater number of 
drivers who are disregarding traffic 
laws in the village. 

The chief said department efforts 
aimed at traffic control have been 
hampered by increases for service in 
other areas. While additional officers 
have been used to spotlight burglary and 
gang crime, Haeger said those efforts 
have taken away from time officers 
have been able to spend nabbing 
speeders and establishing a presence on 
village streets. 

With the increase in accidents and an 
increase in calls for additional traffic 
signals, the village has had a traffic 
study done and is hoping to use the 
document to secure additional signals in 
the village, Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said. 

The study has shown that the 
intersection of Wheeling and Palatine  

roads is the most dangerous in the 
village and causes the longest delays. 
Although the village is waiting for a final 
copy of the traffic report, its preliminary 
conclusions included adding traffic 
signals at Lexington Drive and Old 
McHenry Road and at Dundee and 
Huntington roads. 

ANDERSON SAID THE village is 

now pursuing agreements with the 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
and the Village of Buffalo Grove to bring 
traffic signals to those intersections. 

As for improvements to other 
intersections, including Wolf and Pala-
tine roads and Wheeling and Palatine 
roads, Anderson said the village will 
have to ask the state to improve those 
locations. 
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SWANCC asks Wheeling's support of balefill 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Officials of the Solid Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook County 
are asking member communities 
to support a refinancing of a $7.5 
million loan, a move that would 
help pay for opening a proposed 
landfill near Barlett. 

In the first in a series of presen-
tations planned for member gov-
erning boards, SWANCC Executive 
Director William Abolt explained 
the refinancing plan Monday to 
Wheeling trustees, with members 
of Prospect Heights City Council 
also in attendance. 

By Feb. 1 SWANCC will ask the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
approve the balefill —  a step that  

would move the organization clos-
er to ending the flue years of un-
rest over the controversial plan. 

For five years, SWANCC has 
battled objections to open the $55 
million balefill — so called be-
cause garbage is baled before bur-
ial — on 142 acres near West Bart-
lett and Gifford roads. 

But last week, the Cook County 
Board granted final zoning on the 
land allowing the balefill, which 
would accept trash generated 
from the 28 municipalities associ-
ated with the agency. 

Those municipalities are under 
obligation to begin proportionately 
repaying in May a $7.5 million out-
standing loan for SWANCC. Under 
the refinancing plan, SWANCC ex-
pects to raise $3.2 million over the  

next two years from agency mem-
bers and from interest. 

Wheeling would pay $110,000 
over the next two years, or $55,000 
each year. 

Under an interim refinancing 
plan, SWANCC would buy the unin-
corporated Hanover Township 
land for the balefill by June 2 and 
repay the outstanding debt. 

But in fall, an ambitious long-
term financing plan, which would 
include borrowing more money 
would be adopted. 

The refinancing is expected to 
reduce the amount of money the 
agency would need to borrow lat-
er, wipe out the $7.5 million debt, 
improve SWANCC's credit and se 
cure bond insurance. 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

• Brunswi' °set to roll p ans 
for high-tech bowling alley 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A worldwide recreation corpo-
ration wants to build a state-of-
the-art bowling center along 
Milwaukee Avenue in Wheeling. 

Brunswick Recreation Centers, 
a division of Brunswick Corp., 
plans to build a 40-lane bowling 
center with automatic pinsetters, 
computerized scoring, a nursery, 
multi-purpose room, lounge, pro 
shop and three billiards rooms. 

The proposed bowling center 
would be equipped to accommo-
date national professional bowling 
tournaments, said Hank Harris,  

vice president of service at Bruns-
wick Recreation Centers. 

"It would be one of the most 
modern bowling centers in the 
country," Harris said. "It will be a 
very, very attractive bowling cen-
ter. We're going to have the latest 
automated scoring equipment 
available." 

Brunswick representatives are 
set to make their first pitch about 
the center to village plan commis-
sioners at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 8 in the 
Wheeling village hall, 25 W. Dun-
dee Road. 

Harris said Brunswick is "close 
to purchasing" the 4.5 acres on 
Milwaukee Avenue, just north of 

Daily Herald Map 

Mayer Avenue, from the current 
owners, Sky Harbor Recreational 
Vehicles. 

In order to open the center, 
Brunswick needs the zoning on the 
land changed from industrial to 
business use and gain the approval 
of the village board. 
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First installment on balefill 
less than village expected 
By Mike Wilkinson Commissioners, SWANCC will soon ask 

Staff Writer 
0 the Army Corps of Engineers to approve 

the balefill plan, Abolt said. 
With the Solid Waste Agency of Because of protracted delays, Abolt 

Northern Cook County's balefill running said SWANCC must restructure existing 

into delays, the organization is expected debt that was scheduled to be paid by 

to soon ask member communities to dig the municipalities by May 1. In addition, 

into their pockets to help finance SWANCC must come up with funds to 

continuing development plans. buy the balefill property. The municipali- 
But the amount each community will ties must also fund continued design and 

be asked to contribute will be less than engineering plans and pay for the 
the debt municipalities were originally construction of the trash site, Abolt said. 
told to plan for, SWANCC executive Since SWANCC inception, member 

director Bill Abolt said Monday. communities have only contributed 
In a presentation before a joint $5,000 toward the cost of the project, 

workshop meeting of the Wheeling with the stipulation that they would 
Village Board and the Prospect City guarantee their waste stream to the 
Council, Abolt said SWANCC municipali- project. But the communities also 
ties must pay $ 3.2 million over the next agreed to retire the initial $7.5 million 
two years in order to restructure past loan taken out by the agency in 1988. 

debts and to finance the project. 
For Wheeling, the tentative SWANCC WITH THE REFINANCING of $7.5 

plan calls for the village to pay $55,000 in million, the borrowing of $5 million for 
each of the next two years, Village the land purchase, and the contribution 

Manager Craig Anderson said. Under of $3.2 million from member communi- 
previous payment schedules, the village ties, SWANCC is looking to generate 

would have had to pay $220,000 this year more than $15 million within the next 
as its share of SWANCC's initial $7.5 four months, Abolt said. 

million loan, Anderson said. The financing plan will be pitched to 
the SWANCC executive committee next 

SWANCC'S 28 COMMUNITIES are month and will then be introduced to 
hoping to begin dumping their trash into member communities immediately, 

the balefill, named because garbage Abolt said. 
would first be compacted into bales With the refinancing balanced by a 

before disposal, in 1991. The 200-acre contribution from member communities, 
balefill parcel is located in west Anderson said the agency and the 

suburban Bartlett. communities benefit. He said SWANCC 

After gaining approval from the will get improved credit ratings while 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agen- members will pay less in fees over the 

cy and the Cook County Board of next two years. 

14A,  Omni honors officer for community work 
munity support groups for drug 
awareness and mental health for 
youths and families in Wheeling 

Omni Youth Services will honor a Township. 
Wheeling Police officer next month Stutzman becomes the fourth re- 
for his outstanding work with youth cipient and will be honored at the 
in the community.

Omni Mardi Gras, the agency's an- 
Officer William Stutzman, an 11- nual fund-raiser to be held March 3 

year veteran of the Wheeling Police at Ditka's Trackside in Arlington 
Department, recently was named re- Heights. 
cipient of Omni's Dr. Richard E. Stutzman was chosen from nomi- 
Wynn Service to Youth Award. nations made by staff members at 

The annual award is given out in Omni's Wheeling headquarters. 
memory of Wynn, the founding pres- "He maintains a strong sense of 
ident of Omni, who died last April. In authority while maintaining values " 
the late 1960s, Wynn developed corn- Omni's Assistant Development Di- 

rector Jacqui Menich said of Stutz-
man. "In his work with community 
youth, he always emphasizes their 
active participation in programs." 

Stutzman also is particularly com-
petent in dealing with physical and 
sexual abuse cases, Menich added. 

In addition, the officer was instru-
mental in founding a recently 
formed special task force involving 
seven Cook County police agencies, 
which joined forces to combat gangs. 
Stutzman was one of the officers 
who investigated whether there was 
a problem with gangs in the North- 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer west suburbs and to what extent. 

Stutzman. who acts as a liaison be-
tween Omni and area police depart-
ments, is involved in the First Of-
fenders Project and the Snowball 
drug awareness program with sever-
al school districts, including Wheel-
ing Township Elementary District 
21. 

"We feel that he's really followed 
in Dr. Wynn's footsteps in terms of 
his commitment to the community 
and the community's youth and fam-
ily," Menich said. "He's been an out-
standing member of the communi-
ty." 

Police officer faces two disciplinary charges 
, awasub,s1) )440  

BY TRISH LIC ENSTEIN The first two charges against Rus- 
sell, whose annual salary is $36,552, 
outline two separate incidents that 
happened last year. 

However, the third charge also 
lists 13 other incidents spanning the 
past six years. Since 1984, Russell 
has been suspended from the police 
department eight times for a total of 
30 days for those incidents, which in-
clude failure to attend court dates, 
having accidents involving a squad 
car and for allowing a suspect to es-
cape custody. 

Russell's attorney, James R. 
Truschke, sought to dismiss the third 
charge because, he argued, the offi-
cer already had been reprimanded 
for the department violations. Com-
missioners, in dismissing the charge, 
agreed with a recommendation by 
Village Attorney James A. Rhodes  

that the past record of the officer 
could be considered, instead, as evi-
dence in the case. 

"Counsel is attempting to argue 
apples and oranges and count them 
all as apples when they're not the 
same," Truschke said. "I think it was 
the police chief's way of prejudicing 
against the case." 

Commissioners, however, rejected 
Truschke's request to dismiss the 
first charge based on the same rea-
son. The charge stems from a Feb. 
16 incident in which Russell alleged-
ly stopped a driver, who was known 
to be dangerous. Russell allegedly 
left the suspect unattended, and 
when other officers arrived on the 
scene they found a loaded gun in the 
suspect's car. 

Commissioners found that Rus-
sell's participation in an eight-week  

16 Gg 
 i 

field training program following the 
incident did not constitute a repri-
mand and that the officer could be 
charged with violating department 
regulations. 

Russell declined to comment on 
the case, as did Haeger. 

This marks the fourth time in just 
less than a year Haeger has charged 
one of his officers with violating de-
partment regulations. 

Ten-year veteran officer Richard 
R. Imber was fired last April for 
gambling and battery. Last Septem-
ber, Sgt. Michael J. Staufenbiel was 
suspended for 21 days without pay 
for upending the village flag in pro-
test of Imber's firing. 

Also last year, Michael T. Rompa-
la, a 20-year officer, was suspended 
for 10 days for his unauthorized par-
ticipation in a high-speed car chase 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling fire and police commis-
sioners dismissed one disciplinary 
charge Tuesday against an 11-year 
village police officer, but said he 
still faces two other charges of un-
satisfactory job performance. 

The commission unanimously up-
held the charges filed earlier this 
month by Police Chief Michael F. 
Haeger against Adrian D. Russell. 
Haeger is recommending the com-
mission fire the 40-year-old officer, 
who is accused in all three charges 
of unsatisfactory job performance 
and incompetence. 

A hearing on the two remaining 
charges will be held at 7 p.m. Feb. 
22 in the fire department's training 
room, 255 W. Dundee Road. 
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The following graph shows the 
increases in accidents with injuries and 
the number of hit and run accidents in 
Wheeling between 1987 and 1989. 
Source: Wheeling Police Department 

1987 1988 1989 

Serious accidents up again in 1989: Police 
By Mike Wilkinson cti)  
Staff Writer 

CZ 0 t.t rdi s' P - 
While Wheeling may be safer from 

burglars and thieves, village roads again 
became more dangerous to drive upon in 
1989. 

After accidents with injuries jumped 
dramatically in 1' they again rose in 
1989, with 365 injury accidents occurring 
throughout the village. Police figures 
show there were 341 in P and 233 in 
1987. 

In addition to the injury accidents, 
three people died in traffic accidents last 
year, the same number as those who 
perished on village streets in 1988, police 
figures indicate. 

"We are having an increase in traffic 
accidents, there is no doubt about it," 
Police Chief Michael F. Haeger said. 

HAEGER BLAMED THE higher 
accident rate on a greater number of 
drivers who are disregarding traffic 
laws in the village. 

The chief said department efforts 
aimed at traffic control have been 
hampered by increases for service in 
other areas. While additional officers 
have been used to spotlight burglary and 
gang crime, Haeger said those efforts 
have taken away from time officers 
have been able to spend nabbing 
speeders and establishing a presence on 
village streets. 

With the increase in accidents and an 
increase in calls for additional traffic 
signals, the village has had a traffic 
study done and is hoping to use the 
document to secure additional signals in 
the village, Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said. 

The study has shown that the 
intersection of Wheeling and Palatine  

roads is the most dangerous in the 
village and causes the longest delays. 
Although the village is waiting for a final 
copy of the traffic report, its preliminary 
conclusions included adding traffic 
signals at Lexington Drive and Old 
McHenry Road and at Dundee and 
Huntington roads. 

ANDERSON SAID THE village is 

now pursuing agreements with the 
Illinois Department of Transportation 
and the Village of Buffalo Grove to bring 
traffic signals to those intersections. 

As for improvements to other 
intersections, including Wolf and Pala-
tine roads and Wheeling and Palatine 
roads, Anderson said the village will 
have to ask the state to improve those 
locations. 

L4 e.gd-a_y- Tsui/1(1(1(12 igq. e) 
SWANCC asks Wheeling's support of balefill 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Officials of the Solid Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook County 
are asking member communities 
to support a refinancing of a $7.5 
million loan, a move that would 
help pay for opening a proposed 
landfill near Barlett. 

In the first in a series of presen-
tations planned for member gov-
erning boards, SWANCC Executive 
Director William Abolt explained 
the refinancing plan Monday to 
Wheeling trustees, with members 
of Prospect Heights City Council 
also in attendance. 

By Feb. 1 SWANCC will ask the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
approve the balefill —  a step that  

would move the organization clos-
er to ending the five years of un-
rest over the controversial plan. 

For five years, SWANCC has 
battled objections to open the $55 
million balefill — so called be-
cause garbage is baled before bur-
ial — on 142 acres near West Bart-
lett and Gifford roads. 

But last week, the Cook County 
Board granted final zoning on the 
land allowing the balefill, which 
would accept trash generated 
from the 28 municipalities associ-
ated with the agency. 

Those municipalities are under 
obligation to begin proportionately 
repaying in May a $7.5 million out-
standing loan for SWANCC. Under 
the refinancing plan, SWANCC ex-
pects to raise $3.2 million over the  

next two years from agency mem-
bers and from interest. 

Wheeling would pay $110,000 
over the next two years, or $55,000 
each year. 

Under an interim refinancing 
plan, SWANCC would buy the unin-
corporated Hanover Township 
land for the balefill by June 2 and 
repay the outstanding debt. 

But in fall, an ambitious long-
term financing plan, which would 
include borrowing more money 
would be adopted. 

The refinancing is expected to 
reduce the amount of money the 
agency would need to borrow lat-
er, wipe out the $7.5 million debt, 
improve SWANCC's credit and se 
cure bond insurance. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

A worldwide recreation corpo-
ration wants to build a state-of-
the-art bowling center along 
Milwaukee Avenue in Wheeling. 

Brunswick Recreation Centers, 
a division of Brunswick Corp., 
plans to build a 40-lane bowling 
center with automatic pinsetters, 
computerized scoring, a nursery, 
multi-purpose room, lounge, pro 
shop and three billiards rooms. 

The proposed bowling center 
would be equipped to accommo-
date national professional bowling 
tournaments, said Hank Harris,  

vice president of service at Bruns-
wick Recreation Centers. 

"It would be one of the most 
modern bowling centers in the 
country," Harris said. "It will be a 
very, very attractive bowling cen-
ter. We're going to have the latest 
automated scoring equipment 
available." 

Brunswick representatives are 
set to make their first pitch about 
the center to village plan commis-
sioners at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 8 in the 
Wheeling village hall, 25 W. Dun-
dee Road. 

Harris said Brunswick is "close 
to purchasing" the 4.5 acres on 
Milwaukee Avenue, just north of 
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Mayer Avenue, from the current 
owners, Sky Harbor Recreational 
Vehicles. 

In order to open the center, 
Brunswick needs the zoning on the 
land changed from industrial to 
business use and gain the approval 
of the village board. 

SUBURBAN REPORT 
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Brunswil set to rob p ans 
for high-tech bowling alley 



Firefighters seek 
mediation to aid . ,‘ A./7 t:- 3  • 

in contract talks 
Wheeling firefighters have asked for 

outside help in negotiating a new 
contract with the village. 

Village officials and firefighters said 
last week the union, after more than a 
year of negotiations, has asked that a 
third party come in and listen to both 
sides, fire department Capt. Ralph 
Perricone said. 

Village Attorney James Rhodes said 
the village anticipated the request. 
Rhodes did not say whether the village 
will agree to a mediator. 

Attempts to reach Wheeling Fire-
fighters Association officials for com-
ment were unsuccessful. 

The two sides have been negotiating a 
contract since they were unable to agree 
on whether the department's six 
lieutenants should be included in the 
bargaining unit. 

The firefighters have argued that the 
lieutenants are not management by 
definition of state law and should be 
included in the bargaining unit. The 
village 'has claimed the lieutenants 
should be excluded from the union 
because of their management status. 

After losing Illinois State Labor 
Board and lower court rulings, the 
village appealed those decisions to the 
Illinois Supreme Court, which heard 
arguments on the case last summer. A 
ruling on the case has yet to  be issued. 

Customs 
service 
studied at 

alwaukee 
30 orto  

BY TRISH ICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
may establish a U.S. Customs Ser-
vice at the airfield, provided airport 
users agree to pay for the service. 

When traveling abroad, pilots 
based at Palwaukee must first land 
at another airport, such as O'Hare 
International or Midway, to clear 
customs before returning to 
Palwaukee. 

Besides being time-consuming, the 
additional stop adds wear and tear 
to airplanes and requires more fuel 
to land and take off again, airport 
officials said. 

Pilots and the airport's fuel and 
maintenance operator agree that a 
customs office at Palwaukee would 
benefit pilots as well as the airport, 
which is owned by Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights. Such a move re-
quires approval from Gov. James R. 
Thompson and the U.S. Customs Ser-
vice. 

Fred E. Stewart, Palwaukee Air-
port manager, said he is surveying 
about 25 of the corporate jet tenants 
based at Palwaukee — including 
those from Motorola Inc., Kraft Inc. 
and W.W. Grainger Inc. — about es-
tablishing a customs service. He has 
requested a response by Feb. 1. 

Stewart estimates the first-year 
cost of starting a customs service 
and paying an employee to total 
about $70,000. Each year thereafter, 
the cost would be about $50,000 to 
pay for a customs officer, he added. 

He said the airport owners "are 
not in the position of paying" for the 
service, saying the funding must 
come from the users. 

Stewart is asking tenants who 
want the service whether they would 
pay an annual user fee for unlimited 
use of the office, or pay a fee for 
each use. 

Charles E. Priester, president of 
George J. Priester Aviation Services 
at Palwaukee, said he would provide 
an office. 
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And now the Bood news y, 
• The past year or so ha provided some lumuitubus times for 

the Wheeling Police Department in terms of disciplinary actions 
against certain officers, but while these cases may be 
dominating the headlines in the local media it is good to see the 
department is continuing to focus on ways to improve services. 

The planned formation of a citizens advisory committee that 
would meet with police department officials on occasion to 
review services and citizens reactions to their encounters with 
police is an excellent idea that could help foster good will with 
the community while at the same time giving police a better 
understanding of community perceptions. 

Instead of operating on its own preconceived notions of what 
people perceive to be the most serious public safety issues 
affecting the community, the department's initiative might well 
provide some new insights into the concerns of local residents. 

But unlike many other survey programs that are 
implemented by local units of government, this process also will 
give officers and employees a chance to provide their own input. 
This aspect of the program will allow the department to 
compare notes on what all sectors of the community think about 
public safety issues. 

In addition, results from the respondents will be used to help 
the department's hierarchy in developing goals and resolving 
any potential problems that may be identified. 

In the short run this endeavor will begin to give law 
enforcement officials a clearer picture of what residents think 
about the department. If continued in the years ahead, the 
program has the potential to help officials develop better 
understanding among the people they serve. 



c> — r --c1C., 
been disciplined created a "chronic CITING A MEMORANDUM from 
pattern of misconduct." Deputy Chief Gary O'Rourke to Russell, 

In his charges, Haeger said the Truschke said the department was 
actions are grounds for firing Russell. disciplining Russell for the incident and 

Since 1983, Russell has received five that O'Rourke told Russell he would be 
written reprimands and been suspended fired if he did not take the training. 
eight times for a total of 30 days, Truschke argued Russell could not be 
Haeger's charges show. The suspensions disciplined twice for the same incident. 
and reprimands are punishment for But Culliton said the department's 
missed court dates, car accidents and training program was not considered 
for allowing a suspect to escape discipline and that Russell was told that 
Russell's custody. he must complete the class and improve 

one charge against officer 
Hearing set on two allegations 

Board drops 
By Mike Wilkinson 
Staff Writer C t,_ y S I .P -f'_ 

Disciplinary charges against Wheel-
ing officer Adrian Russell, who Police 
Chief Michael F. Haeger wants fired for 
alleged incompetence and unsatisfactory 
job performance, were trimmed from 
three to two Tuesday. 

The Wheeling board of fire and police 
commissioners, agreeing with the argu-
ment that Russell cannot be found guilty 
of the same misconduct twice, dismissed 
charges tied to past disciplinary actions. 

"I think they ruled on the law," said 
James Truschke, Russell's attorney. "It 
(the charge) had to go out." 

But while agreeing with Truschke's 
recommendation to dismiss one set of 
charges, the board upheld Village 
Attorney James Rhodes' contention that 
another charge not be dropped as 
Truschke requested. 

A FEB. 22 hearing has been set to 
review the two remaining charges. That 
meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in the fire 
and police training room in the 
municipal complex at 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 

In December, Haeger charged Rus-
sell, an 11-year veteran, with incompe-
tence and unsatisfactory job perform-
ance related to two 1989 incidents. In the 
charge that was dropped, Haeger's 
attorney, Steve Culliton, argued that 
incidents for which Russell had already 

IN THE REMAINING charges, 
Haeger alleges that on Feb. 16, 1989, 
Russell violated department rules when 
he did not carefully watch a potentially 
dangerous subject Russell had stopped 
on Hintz Road. Although the man was 
later arrested, the charges state the man 
was left unattended in his car that 
contained a loaded gun. 

Haeger said the incident "unneces-
sarily placed officer Russell and fellow 
officers ... in danger of harm." 

In the other charge Russell will face 
Feb. 22, Haeger alleges that on Sept. 2, 
1989, Russell released a burglary suspect 
who would later be implicated in the 
crime. 

Truschke did not seek to have the 
latter charge dropped. He argued 
unsuccessfully that Russell was disci-
plined for the Feb. 16 incident when he 
was ordered to complete an eight-week 
field training program.  

his performance. If he did not, Culliton 
said, the O'Rourke memo indicated 
disciplinary charges could be filed 
against Russell. 

Rhodes supported Culliton's conten-
tion and let the charge stand. 

When Russell's Feb. 22 hearing 
begins, it will come nearly a year after 
another officer, Richard Imber, first 
went before the board of fire and police 
commissioners on gambling, battery and 
disorderly conduct charges. Imber was 
fired by the board last April. 

IN THE PAST year, Haeger has 
asked the board of fire and police 
commissioners to discipline four offi-
cers, including Russell. In addition to 
Imber, the board suspended Sgt. Michael 
Staufenbiel for overturning the village 
flag following Imber's final hearing and 
suspended officer Michael Rompala for 
participating in an unauthorized car 
chase that ended in Chicago. 

Bowling center proposal to be reviewed 
Wheelihl plan commissioners this 

week will review a proposal for a 
worldwide recreation corporation to 
open a bowling center in the village. 

Brunswick Recreation Centers, a 
division of Brunswick Corp., plans to 
build a 40-lane state-of-the-art bowl-
ing center along Milwaukee Avenue, 
just north of Mayer Avenue. 

Besides the 40 lanes with automat-
ic pinsetters and computerized scor-
ing, the plans include a nursery, mul-
ti-purpose room, lounge, pro shop 
and three billiards rooms. 

The proposed bowling center also 
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would be equipped to accommodate 
national professional bowling tour-
naments, said Hank Harris, vice 
president of service at Brunswick 
Recreational Centers. 

The recreation company is in the 
process of purchasing the 4.5 acres 
from the current owners, Sky Har-
bor Recreational Vehicles, Harris 
said. The proposed 38,000-square-
foot center may be opened by the 
fall bowling season, he added. 

However, Brunswick needs the 
zoning on the land changed from in-
dustrial to business use and gain ap-
proval of the village board. In addi-
tion, the plans also must be approved 
because the center,  falls under the 
village's special use zoning. 

Harris said the center would be in 
line with the village's commitment 
of upgrading Milwaukee Avenue. "It 
will be a very, very attractive bowl-
ing center," he said. 

Brunswick, headquartered in 
Skokie, also operates bowling cen-
ters in Deerfield and Palatine and  

The top meeting 
Who: Wheeling Plan Com-
mission 

Where: Wheeling village 
hall, 255 W. Dundee Road 

When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday 

formerly in Buffalo Grove. Prior to 
Brunswick's bid on the land, a com-
peting bowling company had been 
interested in opening a center there. 

Police on lookout to fill committee 
?c) 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Police Department is 
looking for a few good residents to 
serve on a committee that will help 
guide the direction of the depart-
ment. 

The Citizen's Advisory Committee, 
comprised of volunteer residents, 
will help establish goals and objec-
tives for the 1990s for the police de-
partment, Police Chief Michael F. 
Haeger said. 

Patterned after similar successful  

committees in Florida and Massa-
chusetts, the group not only will of-
fer suggestions, but also gain a bet-
ter understanding of how the police 
department works, Haeger said. 

The committee will meet for two, 
four-hour sessions and follow a strict 
format to prioritize issues as they 
are brought up during the meetings. 

"We want the people to bring up 
what they feel are goals and objec-
tives as citizens and what they feel 
their police department should be 
doing," Haeger said. "The people 
should have some input into what 
their police department does." 

While village officials — such as 
the village manager, president, 
board and police chief — may al-
ready have goals for the department, 
residents may also have ideas, 
Haeger said. 

"The community we serve may 
also have priorities," Haeger said. 
"What we're attempting to do is 
make sure all priorities are in sync." 

There are no requirements for 
adults to join the committee, and 
residents may volunteer by filling 
out a police department survey in-
cluded, in the village's newsletter  

this month. Haeger said he hopes to 
get a cross-section of volunteers 
from Wheeling. 

The survey, which must be re-
turned by March 1, ask residents' 
opinion on certain aspects of the de-
partment, including the perform-
ance and appearance of officers. 
Some other questions poll residents 
as to their last contact with the de-
partment, the promptness of the re-
sponse, the safety of the community, 
and a fair rating of the department. 

For more information on the com-
mittee, call Haeger at at 459-2634. 

bite ranking  Wheeli l ng poice ami for an ell 
• 

ed in a 48-chapter manual, which 
deals with the police department's 
role, use of force, organization of 
the department, personnel, train-
ing and prisoners. 

Some of the standards include 
updating the department's rules 
and regulations manual, and con-
ducting a village police depart-
ment survey. 

As the only association in the 
country that accredits police agen-
cies, the decade-old commission is 
comprised of representatives from 
the International Association of 
Chiefs of Police, the National Or-
ganization of Black Law Enforce-
ment Executives, the National 
Sheriffs Association and the Police 
Executive Research Forum. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

next couple of months for a 
"mock" assessment, conducted by 
accredited agency members, 

The Wheeling Police Depart- which would determine whether 
Tient is nearing completion of a Wheeling is ready to seek certifi- 
three-year process to become part cation from the commission in 
3f a group of nationally accredited July, said Police Chief Michael F. 
police agencies. Haeger. 

As a participant in the Commis- "It raises the credibility of the 
sion on Accreditation for Law En- agency not only for those who be- 
forcement Agencies, Wheeling's long to the agency but for the citi- 
police department has spent the zens the agency serves," Haeger 
past three years preparing to corn- said. "It also says something about 
ply with a lengthy set of standards the department — that the depart- 
for certification. ment is committed to delivering a 

Now, the department is just high level of service and the de- 
steps away from joining the fewer partment is committed to being a 
than 150 agencies in the nation professional police department." 
which have completed the accredi- As part of the accreditation pro- 
tation process. cess, the department must comply 

The department is preparing the with a list of 944 standards includ- 
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Wheeling reports decrease in crime 
2-5-cto Additional officers, new 

units credited with drop 
Wheeling Police Department 

Crime Statistics 
Offense 1988 1989 Change 

Rape 3 6 + 100% 
Robbery 4 4 0% 
Aggravated assault/battery 39 36 -7.7% 
Burglary 162 115 -29% 
Burglary from autos 232 193 -16.8% 
Theft 538 480 -10.8% 
Auto theft 37 45 +21.6% 
Arson 8 3 -62.5% 
Homicide 0 2 N/A 
Battery/assault 341 360 + 5.6% 
Deception 126 117 -7.1% 
Criminal trespass/damage 571 512 -10.3% 
Deadly weapons 19 19 0% 
Sex offenses 32 20 -37.5% 
Offenses involving children 122 163 +33.6% 
Cannabis 80 82 + 2.5% 
Controlled substance 22 15 -31.8% 
Liquor 98 60 -38.8% 
Driving under the influence 158 161 + 1.9% 
Motor vehicle offenses 1,199 1,347 + 12.3% 
Kidnapping/unlawful restraint 0 3 N/A 
*Fatal vehicle accidents 3 3 0% 
*Injury vehicle accidents 341 365 + 7% 
*Total vehicle accidents 1,914 1,997 + 4.3%  

Total offenses 4,356 4,164 -4.4% 

Comparisions from Jan. 1, 1988 through Dec. 31, 1988 vs. Jan. 1, 1989 
through Dec. 31, 1989. 

'Denotes department services or activities, rather than offenses. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

An increase in the number of offi-
cers and a new specialized police 
unit are credited with a reduction in 
crimes reported in Wheeling last 
year. 

Overall crimes reported in the vil-
lage took a 4.4 percent dip last year, 
while serious offenses, such as bur-
glary, aggravated assaults and bat-
tery plunged by nearly 14 percent 
from 1988. 

The number of reports of less se-
rious crimes, like theft, deception, 
criminal damage to property, and 
drug and sex offenses, dropped 1.5 
percent from 1988 to 1989. 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
points to the department's special 
operations group, or tactical unit, as 
one of the major reasons for the re-
duction in crime. The six-officer 
group, which completed its first full 
year last year, is assigned to an area 
which requires the most attention. 

For example, the group targeted 
burglaries last year and placed extra 
patrols at parking lots and liquor es-
tablishments. Burglaries dropped 
from 162 in 1988 to 115 last year, 
whereas liquor violations decreased  

considerably by 38.8 percent, from 
98 offenses in 1988 to 60 last year. 

Tactical unit officers adjust for 
any situation and may be assigned to 
any shift, depending on the task. 
They may be in uniform, plain 
clothes or undercover. The may be 
driving squad cars, unmarked cars, 
or walking or riding a bicycle. 

"They never know where we're 
going to be," Haeger said of possible 
offenders. "We're trying to simply 
prevent crimes and enhance public 
safety." 

In addition to the tactical unit, two 
officer positions were added to the 
force, bringing the total number of 
police officers to 39. Several other 
new officers were hired throughout 
the year to fill gaps left on the de-
partment. 

The department also is in the pro-
cess of hiring two commanders, who 
will provide additional supervision 
for the department sergeants and su-
pervise when the police chief and 
deputies are not on duty. 

One of the commanders will over-
see the special operations and inves-
tigations units. The other command-
er will manage the patrol units and 
oversee the day-to-day operations of  

the three patrol shifts. 

The number of arson cases plum-
meted last year from eight to three. 
"Some people decided not to set 
dumpsters on fire," Haeger said. 

An increase in public awareness 
may have resulted in a doubling of 
the number of criminal sexual as- 

saults — to six from three — report-
ed last year, Haeger said. 

"More were reported to us," 
Haeger said. "I would be willing to 
bet that a majority of those involved 
victims who knew their offenders. 
Women have been very reluctant to 
report being raped by a friend." 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Mexican restaurant to open 
in Wheelingsho ping center 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A former Mexican food store 
owner in Wheeling will open a car-
ryout Mexican restaurant in a de-
veloping village shopping center. 

Wheeling trustees Monday unan-
imously approved plans for Ta-
queria Alamo. Last fall, the village 
board twice rejected plans for a 
carryout pizza restaurant. 

The owners of the restaurant, 
Ricardo and Oralia M. Lumber-
eraz, owned La Casa De Alegria 
Inc., in Wheeling for 19 years be-
fore selling the Mexican food store 
last June. The Lumbereraz's plan 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
> 

to open the restaurant in about two 
months. 

Last fall, village trustees reject-
ed a second request by Little Cae-
sar's Pizza to open a carryout piz-
za restaurant. Officials said Cen-
ter Plaza could not provide 
adequate parking for customers 
during peak evening hours and in-
creased traffic at the heavily trav-
eled intersection and Wolf and 
Dundee roads. 

Peak business hours for the 
Mexican restaurant, however, 
would not add to the normal rush 
hour traffic at the corner. Most of 
the lunch hour traffic would be 
generated from nearby residents 

A. Rhodes. 
The firefighters union filed an 

unfair labor practice charge with 
the Illinois Labor Relations Board 
after village fire and police com-
missioners amended the depart-
ment rules in 1988 to require all 
village firefighters continue to re-
new their paramedic certification 
annually. 

The agreement reached between 
the two sides now provides for a 
maximum number of firefighters 
who must remain certified as 
paramedics and a minimum num-
ber of firefighters who are not cer-
tified. The numbers are relative to 
the number of employees at the 
time, but the minimum number 
cannot fall below 18. 

Village President Sheila H. 

Daily Herald Map 

and Wheeling workers who place 
group food orders, village officials 
said. 

In addition, the Lumbereraz's 
agreed with trustees' request to 
supervise the outside area of the 
restaurant to avoid litter from 
customers leaving the building. 

Schultz said of the agreement: 
"It's the kind of thing that speaks 
well about our ability to work to-
gether on issues that are import-
ant to both of us." 

Negotiations between the two 
sides began in January 1986, when 
the firefighters union included 
only rank-and-file firefighters, not 
lieutenants. The village had ob-
jected to the union's request to in-
clude six lieutenants in the bar-
gaining unit and the union ap-
pealed to the labor board. 

The labor board ruled in the un-
ion's favor in 1986, and the village 
appealed. The Illinois Appellate 
Court upheld the labor board's de-
cision in 1988 and the village ap-
pealed to the state's  high court._ 

Palwaukee 
proposal 
aPPirrigq6 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees approved 
an application for nearly $5.8 
million from federal and state 
transporation agencies for the 
first year of a new five-year im-
provement program at 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

The program, called the 
Transportation Improvement 
Proposal, seeks $46.4 million 
from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration over five years 
and includes land acquisitions, 
building improvements and 
equipment purchases. 

Under the proposal, the FAA 
funds 90 percent of the airport 
improvement projects, while 
the Illinois Department of 
Transportation pays 5 percent 
and the airport pays the re-
maining 5 percent. Under this 
year's $6 million proposal, the 
FAA pays $5.47 million, while 
IDOT pays $303,900 and the air-
port pays $303,000. 

Palwaukee owners — Wheel-
ing and Prospect Heights —
plan to acquire land for the 
realignment of the intersection 
at Wolf and Hintz roads. The in-
tersection must be moved, air-
port officials say, to comply 
with FAA standards for a 
"clear zone" from the intersec-
tion to the airport's main run-
way. 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling firefighters union 
will withdraw its unfair labor 
practice charge against the village 
as part of an agreement reached 
during contract negotiations. 

However, contract talks contin-
ue between the Wheeling Fire-
fighters Association and the vil-
lage, while both sides await an Illi-
nois Supreme Court decision to 
determine whether their talks will 
include fire department lieuten-
ants. 

Firefighters, who have not 
received pay raises since April 
1988, continue to work under a 
contract that expired in April 
1985, said village Attorney James 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

eeling firefighters drop labor charge 
Fzki- 
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WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

Money slated for 
village home repairs 

Through Wheeling's residential re-
habilitation program, village trus-
tees approved issuing $15,321 for 
some residents to use for emergency 
home repairs. 

Since 1980, the village has 
received about $482,000 from Cook 
County's Community Development 
Block Grant program, which funds 
home-repair projects for low-income 
residents. 

The money must be used to bring 
houses up to village codes and not 
for basic remodeling. The loans are 
reduced by 10 percent each year af-
ter the work is completed. After 10 
years, the homeowner's debt is elim-
inated, provided he does not sell his 
home in that time. 

Village groups 
to hold fund-raisers 

Several village organizations 
received approval from trustees to 
hold fund-raisers over the next few  

months. 
St. Joseph the Worker Church will 

conduct a raffle from now through 
March 10. The cost of the raffle tick-
ets, which will be sold at the church 
and school, are $5. Prizes totalling 
$4,950 will be awarded, with the sin-
gle maximum value of a prize at 
$2,000. 

Northwest Suburban High School 
District 214 will conduct a raffle 
from Feb. 10 through May 3. The 
raffle is sponsored by the school dis-
trict, villages and senior centers in 
Arlington Heights, Elk Grove Vil-
lage, Mount Prospect, Rolling Mead-
ows and Wheeling, and the townships 
of Elk Grove and Wheeling. 

Raffles will be sold for 50 cents 
each at Randhurst Shopping Center 
in Mount Prospect. The maximum 
prize will be valued at $500, while 
the value of all prizes will total be-
tween $1,000 and $2,000. 

Misericordia, diabetes 
association seek funds 
The American Diabetes Association,  

Misericordia Heart of Mercy and 
Clearbrook Center for the handi-
capped will hold tag days over the 
next couple of months to raise mon-
ey in Wheeling. 

The American Diabetes Associa-
tion will conduct a tag day March 17 
to promote the search for a preven-
tion or cure for diabetes and to im-
prove the well-being of people and 
their families with the disease. Vol-
unteers with written self-tests and 
sugar-free suckers will stand on 
sidewalks and in front of stores ask-
ing passers-by for donations. 

The Misericordia Heart of Mercy 
will conduct tag days March 30 and 
March 31 to collect money for the 
home for more thah 350 mentally 
and physically disabled children and 
young adults. Volunteers will solicit 
donations throughout the village. 

Clearbrook Center will hold tag 
days on May 4 and May 5 for the 
organization, which promotes, en-
courages, fosters and provides non-
discriminary activities for develop-
mentally disabled and socially, emo-
tionally and physically handicapped 
people and their families. 

Cen„ter required to improve its appearance 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

In an effort to improve the ap-
pearance of a shopping center on a 
busy Wheeling corner, village offi-
cials are requiring the owners to in-
stall two new signs, additional 
landscaping and a fence. 

The Wheeling Shopping Center has 
been cited several times over the 
past year by village officials for vio-
lating property maintenance codes. 
The center is located on the south-
west corner of Milwaukee Avenue 
and Dundee Road, north of Center 
Avenue. 

Village planners have been work- 

ing with the owners and architects to shoppers. 
bring the center — which is in a 
prime location in Wheeling's tradi-
tional commercial area — into com-
pliance with zoning regulations. 

However, trustees recently debat-
ed whether to require owner Ruth 
Miller to include street addresses of 
stores in the complex on the two new 
signs. Store names would not appear 
the signs. Instead, the sign would list 
the addresses of the businesses, 
which are on all three streets. 

A couple of months ago, Trustee 
William A. Rogers suggested the vil- "I don't want to take away from 
lage begin requiring new shopping your sign because I think it's very 
centers include addresses to ease nice," Rogers said to Miller. "I think 
confusion for motorists and it's critically important that ad- 

dresses begin to appear on our major 
shopping centers and minor shopping 
centers all up and down the streets." 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz broke a tie vote by trustees 
that will require the street addresses 
be included on the signs. 

Other improvements approved by 
the board include, adding three land-
scape island in the parking lot, paint-
ing the canopy on one of the busi-
nesses and adding a fence along the 
boundaries abutting residential 
areas. The parking lot would be 
made safer by widening it, moving 
employee parking to the rear of the 
center, creating one-ways and reduc-
ing parking. 

New signs are needed at the 
Wheeling Shopping Center, village 
officials say, because the current 
signs are old and cluttered, listing 
all of the names of the stores in the 
center. 

Miller said that adding addresses 
to her proposed signs, which would 
be on both Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road, would take away from 
the signs because numbers also 
would add clutter. 

Pilots group offers plan to reduce airport noise 
By Mike Wilkinson g 0  
Staff eYs 0 .4_, 

Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
residents in the flight path of Palwau-
kee Municipal Airport could find 
their days quieter if suggestions by a 
pilots association are adopted by its 
members. 

The Palwaukee Airport Pilots 
Association has called for its 330 
members to begin flying over less 
populated areas when possible and 
to reduce engine power as soon as 
possible when taking off. 

Provisions of the "good neighbor 
policy" plan were approved by the  

PAPA board in January and were 
released to members last week. 

"We just thought no one goes and 
deliberately makes noise, but if we 
have a choice of runways to go and 
do it," PAPA president Barry Axel-
rod said. "It just makes it a little more 
pleasant for people in the surround-
ing communities." 

THE POLICY CALLS on pilots to 
choose runways that would allow 
them to fly over industrial areas 
rather than homes on those days 
when wind conditions allow them 
runway options. 

Typically, pilots try to take off and  

land into a prevailing wind. When 
wind conditions are light, pilots often 
have the choice of taking off or 
landing in nearly any direction, Axel-
rod said. But often the airport control 
tower will limit those options, he 
said. 

Axelrod said the policy also asks 
pilots to slow their engines down 
after takeoff as soon as safety per-
mits. By reducing power, Axelrod 
said pilots can dramatically reduce 
the amount of noise that filters down 
to the ground. 

Although the provision of runway 
selection will have less of an impact  

on the airport's noisiest customers. 
the corporate jets, Axelrod said the 
request to reduce power could be 
incorporated by jet pilots. 

SO FAR, PAPA'S proposal has 
met with support from airport offi-
cials. Wheeling Trustee Bill Rogers, 
who has lobbied for noise controls at 
the airport, said the PAPA plan was a 
good start. 

"Certainly, my feeling has always 
been that airplanes will fly over 
Wheeling, but if we could reduce the 
number or reduce the noise, it will be 
greatly appreciated," Rogers said. 

(Continued on page 9) 

tvuntenuev lunge ray...') 

"It's good to see them doing some-
thing like that." 

Rogers said he understands that 
wind conditions and safety concerns 
often dictate runway usage and other 
flight elements. But on those days 
when lighter wind conditions give 
pilots more options, Rogers said he 
would support them choosing the 
options that would distribute the 
least amount of noise on Wheeling 
and Prospect Heights residents. 

"...If it takes five minutes (more) 
to get over to another runway so you 
you can take off over the industrial 
area, we'd appreciate it," Rogers 
said. 

THE AIRPORT IS considering a 
noise abatement program that is now 
being studied by the Federal Aviation 
Administration, airport Manager 
Fred Stewart said. 

"I would look at it as more of a 
positive aspect and we would 
applaud their recognition of noise 
problems around the airport and 
whatever efforts they can to to 
reduce it," Stewart said. 

Several months ago, Rogers said 
some of the flights out of the airport 
were unnecessarily going over 
Wheeling. He said an FAA letter 
indicated that pilots were choosing 
runways that would conveniently 
allow them to land nearer their han-
gars. 

Axelrod admitted that some pilots, 
when wind conditions are light and 
runway options are available to them, 
choose runways that decrease th^ 
amount of time they spend travelin 
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In reviewing a sign proposal this week, Wheeling 
trustees touched on an issue well worth following up on, 
namely whether to require business signs on busy streets 
to include street addresses. 

The concept has merit and should be addressed by the 
board in the future as a means of not only identifying 
specific shopping centers and businesses but to help 
improve traffic safety. 

Anyone who has tried to find a specific address on busy 
northwest suburbs thoroughfares knows the hazard of 
trying to drive while keeping one eye on the landscape. It is 
a problem that obviously affects numerous drivers along 
Dundee Road in Wheeling. 

With Dundee Road businesses in Wheeling lacking 
needed street address indicators, a village ordinance would 
seem a particularly worthwhile measure. 



Wheeling residential rehab 
eligibility qualifications 

Household size Low income Very low income* 

1 $23,350 $14,600 

2 $26,700 $16,700 

3 $30,000 $18,750 

4 $33,350 $20,850 

5 $35,450 $22,500 

6 $37,500 $24,200 

7 $39,650 $25,850 
8 $41,700 $27,500 

Priority given t: those who qualify as very low income. Figures are for 1989. 
Supplied by the Village of Wheeling. 

Wheeling officials consider 
addressing issue of signs 

Program targets low-income families 

Village taking applications 

By Mike Wilkinson 
Staff Writer 

Low-income Wheeling families 
who are unable to pay for needed 
home repairs are being urged to 
apply to the village for funds to fix 
roofs, paint walls and upgrade 
plumbing. 

Since 1982, the village has spent 
more than $360,000 on 13 single-
family home projects that left sewers, 
floors and driveways repaired in 
homes throughout the village. 

Under the federally-funded resi-
dential rehabilitation program, 
homeowners who meet income eligi-
bility requirements can apply for 
"loans" that would pay for necessary 
repairs to bring homes up to village 
construction code, assistant village 
planner Stacey Rubin said. 

Although the village board 
approved one project Monday night 
and two others are expected to delete 
the village's 1990 allocation of Com-
munity Development Block Grant 
funds, Rubin said the village is solic-
iting applications for next year's 
batch of rehabilitation projects. 

THE PLAN CALLS for qualified 
candidates to receive zero-interest 
home repair "loans" that are repaid 
solely by CDBG funds. Only if a 
recipient moves or dies does he pay 
back any of the 10-year loan, Rubin 
said. If the homeowner leaves after 
10 years, there is still no cost to the 
recipient, she said. 

"If we have a need for the money 
in Wheeling, we want to use it," 
Rubin said. "We want to make sure 
the word is out." 

For more information, Rubin said 
interested residents should call the 
village community development 
department at 459-2620. 

Under the program, the village 
inspects the homes of those appli-
cants who qualify for the money, 
Rubin said. After a checklist of 
repairs is developed, the village hires 
an architect to plan improvements 
and then hires a contractor to com-
plete the work. 

IN ORDER TO ensure that recipi-
ents meet the income qualifications, 
Rubin said the village does a com-
plete, but highly confidential, check 
of the applicants' finances. 

"If you don't qualify, I'm not going 

The village has allocated up to 
$46,000 in home repairs on some 
past projects, with the average home 
repair project costing more than 
$26,000. Trustees Monday approved 

the second project started last year, 
allocating $15,321 to repair sewer 
lines, replace a furnace and install 
floor support beams of an applicant. 

"It's a good program for aiding 
those who need that kind of assis-
tance," village Trustee Bill Rogers 
said. "It has a way of also improving 

"It's a good program 
for aiding those who 
need that kind of 
assistance. It has a way 
of also improving a 
neighborhood. It 
upgrades that 
establishment and 
maybe forces others to 
do the same." 

— Bill Rogers 
Wheeling Trustee 

a neighborhood. It upgrades that 
establishment and maybe forces oth-
ers to do the same." 

THE CDBG MONEY is funneled 
to the village through the Cook Coun-
ty board of commissioners. The fed- 

eral Department of Housing and 
Urban Development is the original 
source of the money. 

Rubin said the village is looking 
for additional applicants for upcom-
ing budget years. If no applicants 

come forward, the CDBG money is 
sent back to the county to give to 
another municipality, Rubin said. 

By Mike Wilkinson 
Staff Writer C,  o (A. Aft-  K-7 f v 

While Wheeling trustees lament 
the spread of strip shopping centers, 
they have found that the centers at 
least give the village a chance to 
increase the visibility of address 
markers. 

With the board of trustees Monday 
ordering the owner of a shopping 
center to include the center's address 
on its new sign, trustees again debat-
ed the merits of making that provi-
sion a new rule for future develop-
ments. 

Proponents said the measure 
would allow motorists traveling down 
Wheeling streets to have a better idea 
where they are in relation to where 
they want to be. 

"People will be using these signs 
to tell them north or south or west 
along with how far they have to go to 
this or a competing shopping cen-
ter," Trustee Bill Rogers said. "I 
think it's important from the stand-
point that we want all of our busi-
nesses to do it." 

THE BOARD REVIVED the 
debate begun nearly a year ago when 
it asked the community development 
department to require all developers 
to include a street address on all 
signs proposed to stand along a 
street. 

In an unusual split vote, trustees 
ordered Ruth Miller, owner of the 
Wheeling Shopping Center, to 

BY ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The fate of a proposed balefill 
near Bartlett now rests with the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers —
the final regulatory agency 
charged with its review. 

The Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County, backers of 
the controversial project, formal-
ly asked the corps Thursday for 
permission to build the 142-acre 
balefill near West Bartlett and 
Gifford Roads in unincorporated 
Hanover Township. 

A permit from the corps would 

include her Dundee Road and Mil-
waukee Avenue addresses on signs 
along those two roadways. Miller 
won approval of plans to upgrade the 
center, but was required to add the 
address to her 26-foot tall sign. 

Rogers lobbied that the move 
made it easier on motorists who often 
must try to read individual addresses 
above stores, creating potential safe-
ty hazards. 

"I think it's critical and important 
that addresses begin to appear at 
major shopping centers and minor 
shopping centers all up and down the 
streets," Rogers said. 

SEVERAL BOARD MEMBERS 
disagreed with forcing Miller to add 
the addresses to her sign, saying the 
location at Milwaukee and Dundee is 
a high visibility intersection. But they 
appeared to support the overall push 
to add the location indicators in the 
future. 

After the meeting, trustees Tony 
Altieri and Joe Ratajczak said the 
board should consider a formal poli-
cy on the addresses. Village Attorney 
James Rhodes said changes to the 
village's sign code are now being 
weighed by the zoning appeals 
board. 

Before those changes are final, 
that code would have to come before 
the village board. Rhodes said trust-
ees could then add the address provi-
sion. 

clear the way for SWANCC to 
proceed with construction plans 
for the balefill. 

Yet opponents, many of whom 
have fought the project since its 
inception five years ago, are 
equally confident review by the 
corps will doom the project on 
grounds that it would harm the 
surrounding environment and 
wildlife. 

"Once it gets to the Army 
Corps, we will finally be heard by 
an objective agency," Citizens 
Against the Balefill President 
Daniel Kairis said. 

home re 'tation-t-un-cl°  
to bend over backwards to make you 
qualify," Rubin said. "It's for the 
people who really need it. It is impor-
tant that it go to the right people." 

Ai i v_i 1-04..-Tf11, r Lit cur 

Waste agency asks y 
to approve balefill permit 



fi t won
WO't lead police to increase patrols at Wheeling High School 

F I   
BY TRISH ICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Five teens were arrested Thurs-
day in what police are calling a 
gang-related fistfight outside Wheel-
ing High School. 

Authorities say the incident start-
ed shortly before 1 p.m., when a 
group of youths, including some  

gang members, gathered at a street 
corner by the high school. When rival 
gang members drove by in a van, the 
two groups began trading taunts. A 
brawl ensued, but police broke it up 
before anyone was injured, Wheeling 
Police Chief Michael F. Haeger said. 

All five youths, including a 16-
year-old Northfield juvenile, were 
charged with mob action. Police re- 

covered a baseball bat from the 
scene. 

The other four, all from Wheeling, 
include Rich Mercado, 17; Omar A. 
Uriostegui, 17; Jose R. Torres, 18, 
and Freddy V. Leon, 19. 'Uriostegui 
and Torres attend Wheeling High 
School. 

All five of the teens are involved 
with two, and possibly, three gangs,  

Haeger said. 
More than 100 students gathered 

outside the school to watch the fight 
until a dozen police squads from Buf-
falo Grove, Cook County, Wheeling 
and a special gangs task force sur-
rounded the front of the building. 
Most of the students were in the 
halls between classes or outside dur-
ing lunch. 

The gangs task force, comprising 
police and municipal officials from 
Des Plaines, Wheeling, Elk Grove 
Village, Mount Prospect, Glenview 
and Niles, was formed last fall in an 
effort to control the spread of street 
gangs in the suburbs. 

However, representatives from 

See GANGS on Page 4 
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Northwest suburban managers' salaries 
Arlington Heights 
Kenneth M. Bonder 
$78,500 
Barrington 
F. Edward Glatfelter 
$62,500 

Bartlett 
Valerie Salmons 
$60,000 
Buffalo Grove 
William R. Balling 
$85,000 

Des Plaines 
Lawrence A. Asaro 
$67,500 

Elk Grove Village 
Charles A. Willis 
$86,000 

Inverness has no manager; 
**Was given one-time bonus, 
Source: Local municipal adminstr 

Palatine 
Michael D. Kadlecik 
$72,500 
Prospect Heights 
Robert R. Kiely 
$53,550 

Rolling Meadows 
Daniel Wentzloff 
$63,000 
Schaumburg 
George P. Longmeyer 
$81,649 

Streamwood 
Patrick Scheidel 
$63,135- 

Wheeling 
Craig G. Anderson 
$64,000 

administrative duties 
to $69,342 

Hanover Park 
Marc Hummel 
$58,773 
Hoffman Estates 
Peter T. Burchard 
$65,000 

Inverness 
Sandy Johnson, 
administrative 
secretary 
$26,100* 
Long Grove 
D.M. "Cal" Doughty 
$55,000 

Mount Prospect 
John F. Dixon 
$68,000 

Johnson handles most 
bringing 1989 earnings 
ators, public records 

Daily Herald Graphic 
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Managers get salary 
rewards for the risk 

Ten years ago, Northwest subur-
ban village and city managers were 
responsible for hiring and running 
administrative staffs and dealing 
with such problems as traffic 
congestion and waste removal. In re-
turn, they were paid about $27,000 a 
year. 

Today, local managers are respon-
sible for hiring and running adminis-
trative staffs and dealing with grow-
ing problems such as traffic conges-
tion and waste removal. In return, 
they are, among other things, paid 
$60,000 to $85,000 a year. 

Interest-free loans, cars and 
healthy annual salary increases are 
among the perks managers in the 
Northwest suburbs receive, but the 
daily challenges they overcome de-
serve to be rewarded, officials say. 

"The job has not really changed," 
said Tom Fitzsimmons, executive di-
rector of the Illinois Municipal 
League. "The only change is that 
more things are being put upon us by 
the federal and state governments. 

"Things are not the same today as 
they were 10 years ago," he adds. 
"You've got to have computer apti-
tute and presence of mind of all the 
things going on. First city dumps 
were changed to landfills, now we're 
running out of landfills. What do we 
do?" 

Buffalo Grove Village Manager 
William R. Balling, who takes home 
$85,000 annually and is the highest-
paid manager in the area, says man-
agers are much more involved with 
intergovernmental affairs now than 
in past years. 

"Managers now assume a policy 
role with commissions that were 
only experimental in nature, or non-
existent, before," said Balling, who 
has held the post for 13 years. "Now 
we've got the Solid Waste Agency, 
the Northwest Suburban Water 
Agency and other service agencies. 
The basic definition of the manager's 
role hasn't changed substantially, 
but the issues are more complicat-
ed." 

The manager form of government 
easily is the most common in the 
Northwest suburbs and continues to 
grow as other areas become more 
urbanized. The manager, almost al-
ways the best-paid municipal official  

in town, serves as the chief adminis-
trator and is in charge of the town's 
day-to-day affairs. He's hired and 
can be fired and disciplined by the 
village board/city council, which 
acts as the policy-making arm of lo-
cal government. 

"They (managers) have all the au-
thority," Fitzsimmons said. "They 
hire all the department heads, they 
are in charge of personnel and the 
whole bit. It basically comes to the 
point where the mayor only presides 
over the council. Aside from cutting 
ribbons and that, the council basical-
ly approves or disapproves the ac-
tion of the manager." 

The importance of the manager's 
role has created a high demand for 
experienced managers, and North-
west suburban elected officials pay 
their administrators well. 

Salaries throughout the state vary 
depending largely on the size of the 
municipality, Fitzsimmons said. The 
presence of a large metropolitan 
city, such as Chicago, also comes 
into play when determining salaries. 

On the average, managers in cen-
tral Illinois earned $49,000 to 
$51,000, plus benefits, in 1989. 

In comparison, managers in the 
North shore earned between $69,000 
to $75,000. 

Additionally, many communities 
offer generous perks to new mana-
gers and healthy raises to long-time 
administrators. 

Staff cars, extended vacations and 
excellent retirement and continuing 
education benefits generally come 
with the territory, Schaumburg Vil-
lage Manager George P. Longmeyer 
said. 

But occasionally, towns will pro-
vide an extra incentive to attract 
prospective managers to the area, as 
was true in Longmeyer's case. 

After serving as Schaumburg's as-
sistant village manager for six 
years, Longmeyer was promoted to 
his current post in 1986. One stipula-
tion of the promotion was that he 
move from his Hoffman Estates 
home to Schaumburg. 

To assist Longmeyer in the move, 
the village board granted a $17,000 
interest-free loan to pay for prelimi-
nary construction costs on the new 
home. In 1983, the board made a 
similar move by granting Manager 
Stephen J. Atkins a $50,000 interest-
free loan to facilitate his move from  

Eau Claire, Wis., to Schaumburg. 
But Longmeyer believes the days 

of interest-free loans may be over. 
"There was a time where that was 

happening a bit," he said. "For 
awhile, interest rates were high and 
it was hard to make a transition, so 
villages would do that. It was a spe-
cific problem the economy was ex-
periencing at that time." 

Longmeyer and Atkins certainly 
are not the only recipients of inter-
est-free loans. Managers in Palatine 
and Hoffman Estates also received 
similar loans, despite some loud op-
position. 

In 1987, Hoffman Estates trustees 
granted Village Manger Peter T. 
Burchard a $30,000 interest-free 
loan despite the complaints of a lo-
cal patrolman, who criticized the 
move as a slap in the face of the tax-
payers. 

In Palatine, Frank R. Munch, vil-
lage president in 1986, objected to a 
7 percent pay hike for Village Mana-
ger Michael D. Kadlecik. Favoring a 
3 percent cost-of-living increase, 
Munch said taxpayers should not 
bear the burden of high salary in-
creases and perks like a car and an 
interest-free home loan. 

This year, manager salary in-
creases throughout the area ranged 
from 5 percent in Rolling Meadows 
to 9 percent in Buffalo Grove with 
the average being about 8 percent. 

Longmeyer, whose salary is 
$81,649, says there are numerous  

reasons for the high pay. 
"This area generally pays a good 

salary for the job," he said. "The re-
sponsibility requires the manager to 
put in a lot of hours. Your family 
makes a sacrifice, but you've got to 
do it. You've got to like the job, too." 

The high-visibility of the position 
also necessitates the high pay, he 
says. Because managers are con-
stantly in the public eye and are al-
ways held accountable for their ac-
tions, the position can be highly 
stressful. 

But Charles Willis, who has served 
as Elk Grove's village manager for 
23 years, says salary increases for 
managers are no different than those 
in any other field. Willis was hired in 
1967 for $18,000 a year and this year 
he will make $80,000. 

"If you go back 23 years and look 
at the salaries of reporters or teach-
ers or policemen or firemen, any-
body that was being paid money, 
their salary is substantially higher 
today," Willis said, adding that those 
occupations have received the same 
percentage raises he has during his 
time as manager. 

Willis and Balling are among the 
highest paid managers in the area 
partially because of their tenure. 
Few other managers have held their 
posts as long as the Elk Grove and 
Buffalo Grove officials have. In fact, 
most managers in the area have 

See REWARDS on Page 2 

BY AMY CARR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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Federal trial nears on cop's discrimination suit 
By Mike Wilkinson c

70 
 - 

Staff Writer 
u,tir D 

Wheeling is just months away from 
a high-profile, federal court trial that 
will provide a ruling on whether its 
only black police officer was the vic-
tim of racial discrimination. 

Nearly seven years after the civil 
suit was brought against Police Chief 
Michael F. Haeger and the village, 
U.S. District Court Judge Paul E. 
Plunkett is scheduled to begin jury 
selection in the late spring or early 
summer to finally get the month-long 
trial under way. 

During the hearing, officer Robert 
Pressley's attorneys are expected to 
try to paint a picture of discrimination 
against Pressley. 

Pressley's suit contends that pun-
ishment given him by Haeger was 
different than that given other offi-
cers and that Pressley's discipline 
was racially motivated. 

IN HIS SUIT filed in June 1983, 
Pressley alleges his Fourteenth 
Amendment rights to equal protection 
were violated in 1983 when he said 
the chief "retaliated" after Pressley 
successfully challenged a suspension 
the chief gave him in 1982. 

That two-day suspension was 
reversed by the village's board of fire 
and police commissioners. Following 
that suspension, Pressley's suit con-
tends he was unfairly disciplined and 
that the chief failed to stop racial 
abuse Pressley said fellow officers 
directed at him through cartoons and 
racial epithets. 

But when the case is finally heard 
by a jury, there will be one less charge  

to debate. Last November, Plunkett 
dismissed one of three charges the 
court will hear. 

The entire case was nearly settled 
last year, when attorneys represent-
ing all sides came to an agreement. 

BUT ACCORDING TO Pressley's 
attorney, Alan Freedman, village 
trustees scuttled that settlement last 
year. After the village board's deci-
sion last year, Freedman said Plun-
kett reinstated the case. 

"They refused to settle the case," 
Freedman said. "The village vetoed 
it." 

Village President Sheila Schultz 
and Village Manager Craig Anderson 
would neither confirm nor deny 
Freedman's claim. They also declined 
to comment on any aspects of the civil 
suit, which at seven years is the third 
oldest case on Plunkett's trial calen-
dar. 

Recently examined court records 
show that Plunkett had dismissed the 
case in March 1989, pending final 
orders. The case was reinstated in 
June 1989 upon Freedman's request. 
He said the village board decided to 
go to trial rather than accept the 
advice of its attorneys. 

FREEDMAN SAID HE would only 
discuss the closing and reopening of 
the case. Like Schultz and Anderson, 
Freedman declined to discuss the law-
suit, saying he did not want to discuss 
the case before trial. 

But although officials will not com-
ment on the case, court records indi-
cated among other things, Freedman 
and associate Bruce Bornstein will 
put the department's disciplinary pro- 

Robert Pressley 

cedures on trial. 
In the complaint filed against Hae-

ger and the village, Freedman and 
Bornstein say they will try to prove 
that punishment given Pressley was 
"to an extent and degree substantially 
more severe than discipline imposed 
on similarly situated white officers." 

A lengthy battle over what evi-
dence the court will hear indicates 
that Freedman and Bornstein will 
parade a host of administrative 
reviews, which document disciplinary 
actions 'taken by the chief against 
officers, to prove that point in court. 

DOCUMENTS FILED WITH the 
federal court in Chicago offer glimps-
es of those reviews and show that 
Freedman and Bornstein will reveal 
more than two dozen disciplinary 
actions taken against numerous offi-
cers, including many still with the 
department. 

In defending the use of the 
reviews, many of which were chal-
lenged by defense attorneys who 
claimed they were irrelevant to the 
case, Pressley's attorneys contend 
that the reviews show that white offi-
cers were given less severe punish-
ment than Pressley for offenses more 
severe than his. 

While a legal argument ensued 
between the two sides over whether 
some of the reviews were comparable 
to Pressley's disciplinary reviews, a 
court magistrate has suggested that 
many of them do apply to the case. In 
the end, it will be up to Plunkett to 
determine which reviews can be used 
in court. 

In the defense of their position 
calling for the withdrawal of certain 
reviews, motions filed by attorneys 
for the village and Haeger contend 
that some of the reviews also prove 
that Pressley was not singled out for 
his race. 

MOTIONS FILED BY Haeger's 
attorney claim the incidents cited in 
the reviews are for dissimilar actions 
and required different punishment. 
On several of the issues, U.S. Magis-
trate Joan B. Gottschall recom-
mended in favor of Haeger's attor-
neys. 

Pressley's suit also contends that 
(Continued on page 20) 

Suit 
(Continued from page 9) 

he asked Haeger to put a stop to racial 
epithets, cartoons and slurs directed 
at the officer. Motions filed by Freed-
man claim that Pressley asked Haeger 
to take action that would put a stop to 
the practice. 

In their response to Pressley's ini- 
tial complaint, the village and Haeger 
have claimed that Haeger asked Pres- 
sley to "correctly and officially docu-
ment such complaints" and that he 
did not. 

Court documents also reveal alle- 
gations of a connection between Pres-
sley's department battles and disci-
plinary actions taken against officer 
Adrian Russell. 

THE RECORDS SHOW that Rus- 
sell was one of the key witnesses in 
Pressley's, victorious 1982 board of 
fire and police commissioner hearing. 
Russell, who was expected to give a 
deposition Feb. 8 in Pressley's civil 
suit, is expected to claim that Haeger 
unfairly disciplined Russell following 
his testimony in Pressley's hearing. 

Haeger recently asked the board of 
fire and police commissioner to fire 
Russell for incompetence and unsatis- 
factory job performance. A hearing 
on those charges is scheduled for Feb. 
22. 

In September 1982, a citizen's 
complaint sparked an investigation 
into whether Pressley had been hav-
ing sex with a woman in a van parked 
at The Original Granny's restaurant 
at 831 W. Dundee Road. After an 
investigation into the incident, Hae-
ger suspended Pressley for breaking 
department rules regarding truthful- 
ness. 

The board of fire and police com- 
missioners overturned that ruling fol- 

lowing a hearing in which Russell was 
Pressley's only witness. 

RUSSELL IS BROUGHT into the 
case because defense attorneys use 
his record as a counter claim to Pres-
sley's charges of racial discrimina-
tion. While Pressley claimed he was 
the only officer in 1983 not to receive 
a full merit raise because of disciplin-
ary reasons, Haeger's attorneys 
claimed that Russell also had his 
merit pay withheld. 

Freedman and Bornstein do not 
deny that Haeger recommended that 
Russell — a white officer — not 
receive a full merit increase. But they 
say Russell was denied his full raise 
for accumulating too many sick days, 
although they claim other officers 
who used the same number of sick 
days received their full merit raises.  
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Police, educators meet 
to compare notes on gangs 
By Mike Wilkinson 70  
Staff Writer 

"--Wheeling police and Wheeling 
High School officials disagree over 
the definition of an altercation out-
side the school last Thursday. But the 
resulting waves of concern following 
the gang-related incident have caused 
both to take a closer look at the fight 
and future reactions to gang activity. 

Several skirmishes between local 
gang members broke out just east of 
the school, leading police from three 
area departments to disperse a crowd 
of students that witnessed the battles, 
Police Chief Michael F. Haeger said. 

But while the disturbance was set-
tled within hours and five males, 
including two high school students, 
were arrested and charged with mob 
action, the incident is continuing to 
spark talk within the school and 
police department about its ramifica-
tions. 

Haeger was granted a meeting 
Tuesday with and school officials, a 
meeting he said he called for 
"because I think there has to be a 
consensus of opinion on how we han-
dle the issue. And the issue is gangs 
and gang-related activity. 

"I DON'T think we would have 
created a gang crimes task force if I 
didn't think we had a gang crime 
problem," Haeger said. He was refer-
ring to the group of suburban police 
departments formed last fall to define 
and combat suburban gang crime. 

After his 45-minute meeting with 
Shirley and Whittington, Haeger said 
he has called for a meeting of High 
School District 214 administrators, 
the district's six principals and the 
police chiefs from the towns in which 
the schools sit. 

"This is still a suburban high 
school setting," Haeger said. "What 
you have is a visible gang presence. 
They're not as well organized as city 
gangs, but they are still gangs and 
they take on some of the characteris-
tics of a gang." 

District 214 Superintendent Steve 
Berry said Tuesday he would be 
receptive to hearing more from law 
enforcement officials about their per-
ceptions of the suburban gang prob-
lem. 

BEFORE THE MEETING with 
Haeger, Shirley said the fight last 
Thursday was between individuals 
and that it contained gang "over-
tones." But he would not call the 
incident a gang fight. Shirley said 
there has never been a "gang fight or 
gang war" at the high school. 

"It was broken up very quickly," 
Shirley said. "Those things happen. 
It's not very uncommon for those 

things to occur." 
But while Shirley downplayed last 

Thursday's fight, he said the school 
has taken steps to keep gangs out of 
the school. He said the school enforc-
es the district policy on gangs and 
that so far this year, six students have 
left the school because of their partic-
ipation in gangs. 

Those rules prohibit gangs, gang 
symbols or gang recruitment in the 
district's six buildings. Shirley said 
students can be given a warning for a 
first offense, and suspended on sec-
ond and third offenses. 

ONE OF THE students suspended 
for last Thursday's fight has already 
withdrawn from the school, Shirley 
said. 

"You have to think of the rights of 
the rest of the school," Shirley said. 
"They just don't have the right to 
create an atmosphere that breeds 
fear." 

Teacher Mary Nestler, hired by the 
district to work on a project on minor-
ity students, said there were gangs 
within the school but that they do not 
dominate the student population. 

"There is a problem, but not a 
major problem," Nestler said. "We 
have a handful of kids." 

ARSHIYA KAHN, A managing edi-
tor of the school newspaper The 
Spokesman who has written about the 
school's gang situation, said gangs 
are in the school but that they have 
not disrupted school activities. While 
Nestler said some students have com-
plained they do not feel safe in the 
school, Kahn said she, at least, does 
not fear gang members. 

"I wouldn't feel it's a real big 
problem at all," Kahn said. 

School officials said they were 
guarded in their reaction to Thurs-
day's incident because of a concern 
that a swift response might cause 
some students to be unfairly labeled 
as gang members. 

Whittington agreed with Haeger in 
saying local schools, the park district 
and the community must take steps to 
deal with the larger problem of why 
gang members are joining these 
groups. 

WITH THE HIGH school's 24 per-
cer., minority population reflecting a 
changing community, Whittington 
said local officials must begin to share 
the role of helping those youths who 
are "at risk" to become gang mem-
bers find other alternatives. 

With new members of the commu-
nity — many of them minorities —
feeling alienated from the majority 
population, suburban gangs have 
formed, police and school officials 
said. 

Fighting back 
ouifo-TRySiD--e- -5;"--9C)  

Last Thursday's scuffle among an as yet untallied number 
of purported gang members outside Wheeling High School 
stirred a lot of interest from onlooking students, administra-
tors and police alike. 

And while the incident has spurred concern among 
parents, police, school officials and High School District 214 
administrators as well, local officials are on the right track 
in terms of resolving appropriate discipline for those 
involved in the skirmish and taking a longer range view of 
how to make sure similar incidents don't occur. 

The accounts and characterization of the fight illustrate 
two problems. First is the inability of various officials to 
arrive at a common understanding of the level of gang 
activity in the Wheeling community. Second is a similar 
inability to address the pervasiveness of the gang problem 
in other suburbs as well. 

More important, the comments from the various officials 
trying to make sure that another fight like this, or one more 
violent, doesn't occur demonstrates that there is a disparity 
in the perceptions of just how much of a gang problem there 
is in this community. 

Police department officials, while reluctant to put a firm 
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Five youths are charged in gang fight outside WHS 
By Mike Wilkinson ing, was charged with obstructing a and went out to fight with another 
Staff Wrier T n police officer. Hermes said all three gang. 

posted $100 bond and are expected to The fight escalated after students, 
appear March 26 in Cook County many of whom were on break from 
Circuit Court in Rolling Meadows. classes, left the school to witness the 

altercation, Haeger said. Wheeling 
police responding to the scene called 
for backup and police officers from 
Buffalo Grove and the Cook County 
Sheriff's department also responded 
to the scene. 

"THE SEVERITY was lessened by 
appropriate police response. That 
police response negated the situation 

It starte several ks ago, long 
before the school day began last 
Thursday. And it will likely continue 
long after students and teachers stop 
talking about it. 

Two rival gangs battled just off 
school property last Thursday, draw-
ing a crowd of more than 100 stu-
dents. More than a dozen police offi-
cers were called to the scene to 
disperse the crowd. 

Five youths were arrested and 
charged with mob action or obstruct-
ing police following the disturbance 
in which a baseball bat was confiscat-
ed. No injuries were reported. 

Freddy Leon, 19, of 832 Colonial 
Drive, Wheeling, and Rich Mercado, 
17, of 930 Wilshire Drive, Wheeling 
were charged with mob action, Depu-
ty Chief Michael Hermes said. Jose R. 
Torres, 18, of 83 N. Wolf Road, Wheel- 

TWO 16-YEAR-old juveniles, both 
Wheeling High School students, were 
also charged with mob action and 
face March 26 court hearings, Hermes 
said. Principal Tom Shirley said those 
students, in addition to two others not 
arrested by police, were suspended 
for 10 days from school. Additional 
discipline may be taken against the 
four, he said. 

Shirley said the incident began 
when a student received a call at a 
school pay phone. That call chal-
lenged the student to come out to the 
front of the building, located at Elm-
hurst and Hintz Road. 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
said that student — from a rival gang 
— accepted the challenge of a fight 

See related story 
on page 8 

from getting anymore out of hand 
than it did," Haeger said. 

While police tried to break up one 
fight, other skirmishes were continu-
ing, Haeger said. Several youths were  

arrested at the scene and additional 
arrests were made later after police 
located a vehicle suspected to have 
carried some of the fight's partici-
pants. 

After the fight, which broke out 
about 1 p.m., was settled, police con-
tinued to patrol the area until 2 p.m., 
Haeger said, when members of the 
gang crimes task force arrived on the 
scene and took over the patrols. 

Although Haeger said the incident 
was a minor "gang fight," he said it 
also was a "major" incident for the 
community because of its scope. A 
similar incident had occurred last fall 
near the same location, although no 
arrests were made. 

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL JAMES 
Whittington said the fight may have 
been a result of previous problems 
between the two groups that started 
several weeks ago at a weekend party. 

High School District 214 Superin- 
(Continued on page 8) 

(Continued from page 5) 

tendent Steve Berry said gang inci-
dents are not a daily occurrence in the 
district's six schools. "But this inci-
dent raises our concern about this 
kind of thing happening in the 
schools," Berry said. 

Berry said the schools would disci-
pline students involved in gang-relat-
ed violence the same way they would 
discipline students taking part in 
non-gang violence. 

Although District 214 is not plan-
ning to make any changes in its 
disciplinary policy on gangs, it may  

change its security system, district 
spokesperson Lena Gubiotti said. 

THE DISTRICT CURRENTLY has 
about seven security guards at each 
high school, but district officials are 
now reviewing the system to decide 
whether that's enough, Gubiotti said. 

Wheeling High School's minority 
outreach programs can also help pre-
vent gang problems, Gubiotti said. 
"Many of the minority kids who move 
out to the suburbs feel culturally 
isolated, so they form cliques or join 
gangs," she said. 



Fighting back 
Co (AA)-TKySto_e c,?-(5=90 

Last Thursday's scuffle among an as yet untallied number 
of purported gang members outside Wheeling High School 
stirred a lot of interest from onlooking students, administra-
tors and police alike. 

And while the incident has spurred concern among 
parents, police, school officials and High School District 214 
administrators as well, local officials are on the right track 
in terms of resolving appropriate discipline for those 
involved in the skirmish and taking a longer range view of 
how to make sure similar incidents don't occur. 

The accounts and characterization of the fight illustrate 
two problems. First is the inability of various officials to 
arrive at a common understanding of the level of gang 
activity in the Wheeling community. Second is a similar 
inability to address the pervasiveness of the gang problem 
in other suburbs as well. 

More important, the comments from the various officials 
trying to make sure that another fight like this, or one more 
violent, doesn't occur demonstrates that there is a disparity 
in the perceptions of just how much of a gang problem there 
is in this community. 

Police department officials, while reluctant to put a firm 
number on how many gang members there may be in 
Wheeling High School, perceive the gang problem as one 
that has gradually escalated. They also tend to think the 
number of students influenced by gangs is greater than 
some of the estimates from school officials. 

What is more difficult to assess is the root of these 
differing evaluations of the level of gang activity and 
whether this disparity arises out of the amount of or types of 
information the school has about gangs versus what the 
police department knows about the situation. 

Meetings like the one held Tuesday between school 
officials and Wheeling Police Chief Michael Haeger to 
review last week's fight are one way community leaders can 
better understand this issue. Haeger's suggestion that law 
enforcement officials meet with school officials throughout 
District 214 to review the current status of gang activity 
holds some promise of addressing the issue of how to get a 
better handle on the current problem. 

High School District 214 has also taken a positive stand in 
beefing up policies to bring stiffer punishments for those 
who flaunt their gang affiliations within the schools. 

For their part, Wheeling High School officials have opted 
to attack the gang problem largely out of the limelight, 
preferring to handle disciplining of suspected gang mem-
bers and moving those who don't change their ways out of 
the school system quietly. 

In the last year, school officials say they have removed as 
many as six students suspected of having gang affiliations 
out of the school. This quiet message is the kind of signal 
that is needed to let others know the consequences of those 
who would jeopardize the integrity and security of the 
school. 

And rather than just focusing on the problem students, 
school officials and the police seem to have their priorities 
in order in terms of understanding what is truly needed to 
fight gangs — providing alternative outlets for these stu-
dents, some of whom are minorities, to succeed. 

Good intentions, however, aren't enough in dealing with 
this situation. What is needed is a continued and prolonged 
approach to understanding those who would be swayed by 
the gangs and finding new ways to reach these teens. 

Local officials readily admit they don't have all the 
answers to this part of the gang problem, but at least they 
appear on the right track in terms of showing the commit-
ment to discovering them. 
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Wheeling commission gives nod 
to Riverwheel Lanes bowling center 

Band from Wrigley Field to be in parade 
R-4 go 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN
ing of the Fourth of July. Organiza- 700 Old McHenry Road. The dinner, 

Daily Herald Staff Writer tions also are working to have anoth- courtesy of Wa-Pa-Ghettis Pizza, 
er first in this year's parade — a will be spaghetti, meatballs, salad 

Wheeling residents won't have to country/western band. and Italian bread. Tickets are $6 for 

go all the way to Wrigley Field, at Organizations are planning sever- adults, $5 for senior citizens, $3 for 

least one day this summer, to experi- al fund-raisers over the next few students, and children under 7 years 

ence a part of the Chicago Cubs. months to help pay for the parade old eat free. 
The Wheeling Fourth of July Com- and fireworks show for the festival. "I think with these little extras in 

mittee is bringing to Wheeling the A pancake breakfast, sponsored by the parade this year that it should be 

"The Neo Passe," the five-piece the Wheeling Lions Club, will be held good," said Judy Abruscato, Fourth 
brass band that meanders through from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 1 at of July organizer. "It should be a 
the Wrigley Field stands entertain- the Chevy Chase Country Club, 1000 good year. I think that we started 

ing fans. N. Milwaukee Ave. in Wheeling. * early enough that we can really get 

The will be one of the many Next, a spaghetti dinner fund-ra- the word out to the community." 
units in the village's annual parade iser will be held from 5:30 p.m. to The committee has a goal to raise 

which typically kicks off the morn- 7:30 p.m. April 25 at AMVETS Hall, $10,000 for this year's  fest and resi- set for Feb. 21. 

dents are asked to contribute as lit-
tle as a dollar to their monthly water 
bills for the festival. 

"Our main concern is that we 
want to put on a $10,000 fireworks 
show this year so it's going to take a 
lot of dollars," Abruscato said. "If 
every family in Wheeling gave $1, 
we'd have $14,000 without even 
trying." 

The Fourth of July committee, 
which could still use volunteers, 
meets at 8 p.m. on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at the 
AMVETS hall. The next meeting is 

By Mike Wilkinson ,-/g-/-09 
Staff Writer 

C-0 L,L Art-  e 0_0_, 
A proposed Wheeling bowling cen-

ter that would more than quadruple 
the number of lanes in the area is 
within striking distance of gaining 
village approval. 

In their first look at the plans for 
the 40-lane center, plan commission-
ers last week decided to give it their 
approval, pending several minor revi-
sions. 

After those changes are made, vil-
lage trustees will have the final say on 

(Continued id orri page 't; 
Recreational Vehicle business is now 
located. 

In addition to the bowling center, 
Assistant Village Planner Stacey Rub-
in said the 36,250-square-foot build-
ing will also include a billiard room, a 
bar, restaurant, pro shop and multi-
purpose room. 

Future plans indicate developers 
may also build an office building on 
the property's Milwaukee Avenue 
frontage, Rubin said. 

Brunswick Corp. official Randy 
Wagner said he could not comment on 
the proposed bowling center, saying 
there were internal matters within the 
company that must be resolved before 
the company discloses information on  

the development. 
FOR YEARS BUSINESS owners 

along Milwaukee Avenue have said 
they have heard about proposals for a 
bowling center although none materi- 
alized. 

But while AMF was the first bowl-
ing operator interested in the proper-
ty, Brunswick came in with the final 
proposal. 

With the expected closure of the 
24-lane Striker Lanes in Buffalo 
Grove, local bowlers will only have 
Wheeling's eight-lane Jeffery Lanes 
to bowl on. 

Rubin said another review of the 
plan commission's recommendations 
is expected at the commission's Feb. 
22 meeting. 

Wheeling village 
planner resigns 
to take new post 
By Mike Wilkinson 2-(5--70 
StaffWriter 

61't kSID- 
Wheeling's Mikd Klitzke, for the 

second time in 18 months, is looking 
for some help in the community devel-
opment department, where Bob Sulli-
van last week put the word "former" 
before his title of village planner. 

Sullivan, 34, of Brookfield, left his 
Wheeling post last week to accept a 
similar position with the Village of 
Orland Park. Klitzke, the director of 
community development, said the vil-
lage has advertised to fill the vacancy 
and is now accepting applications for 
the job. 

"I'm sorry to see him leave, he had 
done a good job," Klitzke said. 

Contacted at his new job Tuesday, 
Sullivan said he wasn't looking for a 
new job when Orland Park officials, 
including a former co-worker, con-
tacted him in Wheeling. 

"I WAS happy there (Wheeling), I 
wasn't looking," Sullivan said. "I 
regret having stayed such a short 
period of time." 

He made the job change, he said, 
because of salary considerations, the 
demands of the new position and its 
proximity to his home. While direct-
ing Wheeling's planning had Sullivan 
watching development "fill in" a 
nearly complete village, he said 
Orland Park is going through a more 
"dynamic" growth period where his 
actions will have more impact. 

After Richard Greenwood left the 
village in 1988 after nine years as 
village planner, Sullivan was tapped 
to succeed him. The village planner 
oversees development proposals, 
maintains the comprehensive plan of 
the village and is the liaison between 
the village and its citizen committees, 
Klitzke said. 

The village has already begun the 
process of replacing Sullivan, Klitzke 
said. He said he didn't expect there to 
be a long delay in picking Sullivan's 
successor. No one has been named to 
take on Sullivan's duties before a 
successor is name, Klitzke said. 

IN A REASSESSMENT of his brief 
stay in Wheeling, Sullivan said he was 
glad he had a hand in saving the 
village's Tax Increment Finance (TIF) 
district from potential elimination by 
the Illinois Department of Revenue. 
Sullivan was also instrumental in the 
expected creation of an urban forest-
ry program in which the village will 
begin a concerted tree planting effort 
over the next five years. 

whether keglers will be knocking 
them down on Milwaukee Avenue, 
north of Dundee Road. 

"We (gave) a positive recommen-
dation toward them," Director of 
Community Development Mike 
Klitzke said. "We feel it would be a 
good addition to that part of Milwau-
kee Avenue." 

SKOKIE-BASED BRUNSWICK 
Corp. has proposed "Riverwheel 
Lanes" for a five-acre parcel on Mil-
waukee Avenue, where Sky Harbor 

(Continued or cage 19) 



When she's not using her green thumb to dress up the appearance of her own home, Wheeling Trustee 
Elizabeth Hartman can often be found championing the causes of beautifying the village through her 
work on the village board. (Staff photo by Bill Oakes) 

Wheeling trustee brings touch of green to work 
By Mike Wilkinson 
Staff Writer 

t-k- &rig 
It should come as no surprise that green is the 

color found most often in Elizabeth Hartman's 
home. 

There are green candles, green mobiles and 
green walls in Hartman's Hollywood Ridge home. 
Numerous plants (yes, green) complement the sin-
gle-story ranch. 

Outside, the front yard is full of different plants 
and bushes, with boxwood trees forming a fortress 
around the house. A garden in back provides a 
number of vegetables for the family, friends and —
occasionally — village trustees. 

As the Wheeling Village Board's resident con-
servationist, environmentalist and its leading recy-
cler, Hartman is well acquainted with those things 
that are tied either symbolically or literally to green. 

DURING HARTMAN'S NINE years on the 
board, the first four as village clerk, the last five as 
trustee, the board has begun a curbside recycling 
program, revamped its sign code and just recently 
initiated discussion on developing an "urban for-
estry program." 

Although frequent visitors to the village board's 
regular meetings would consider Hartman a quiet 
trustee, she speaks mostly about those issues 
regarding landscaping, recycling and village 
upkeep. 

"I guess I've always been interested in landscap-
ing and the way things look," Hartman said. When 
her travels take her outside Wheeling, Hartman said 
she notices a community's trees, its sidewalks, its 
buildings. 

At a recent village board meeting, it was trees 
that again caught Hartman's eye. With the Wheeling 
Shopping Center at Dundee Road and Milwaukee 
Avenue looking for final approval of its upgraded 
facade, signs and buildings, Hartman quickly 
noticed that the number of trees scheduled for the 
project wasn't indicated on a revised plan. 

THOSE QUESTIONS WERE quickly answered 
by the petitioner. But the question, will this project 
have enough trees?, was one Hartman will continue 
to ask. 

During all development discussions, Hartman 
has championed good looks and taste. The Sierra 
Club member makes sure there are no silver maple 
trees in a development's landscaping plan, or that 
the suggested shrubs are large enough. 

"I think it's a special concern for her, the 
environment," Village President Sheila Schultz 
said. "They are quality of life perspectives that she 
brings to the board." 

Hartman grew up on Chicago's South Side, in the 
Morgan Park-Beverly area. Vacations spent on her 
father's western Michigan undeveloped property 
provided a sharp contrast to her native Chicago. 

SHE WOULD RETURN to Michigan for college, 
where she graduated from Western Michigan Uni-
versity. Hartman then taught grade school in Michi-
gan public schools before leaving to teach for the 
U.S. Air Force in Newfoundland and England. It was 
during her stay in Newfoundland that Hartman met 
her husband, a career officer in the U.S. Army. 

After moving to Wheeling in 1961, Hartman and 
her husband Glenn raised their two sons and settled 
in. After a few years as an active PTO member, 
Hartman became interested in local issues when a 
new hospital was planned for the area. 

Later, she worked with other citizens on a drive 
for better government, trying to oust village officials 
suspected of being less than honorable. As a reform 
movement swept through the village, Hartman was  

asked to join the group on the village board. After 
declining a run for trustee, she agreed to campaign 
for village clerk in 1981. 

She won. Four years of taking minutes and 
watching other board members make all the deci-
sions, many concerning development, Hartman 
decided she was comfortable enough with making 
decisions, and making them in public. 

"THE VILLAGE clerk is a very interesting job, 
but you don't get to vote on anything," Hartman 
said. 

Now she has voted to bring recycling to the 
village and has fought for better looking projects 
throughout the now-crowded municipality. 

For Hartman, some of the "changes" have had 
(Continued on page 82)  
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inability to receive prompt, reli-
able service from our software 
maintenance vendor," Fialkowski 
added. 

Besides daily accounting data, 
the system will store data for utili-
ty billing, business/vehicle licens-
ing and personnel/payroll. 

Hewlett-Packard Corp. will pro-
vide the hardware — computer 
terminals, central processing unit, 
printer, disk drive and backup unit 
— for $65,233, while Pentamation-
Count Systems will provide the 
software and training for $92,410. 

Both firms will provide the vil-
lage with other equipment, such as 
a laser printer, publishing soft-
ware, modems and some furniture 
for the computer center and ter-
minals for $28,745. 

Last fall, trustees approved the 
two companies after reviewing 
nine bids from vendors that had 
submitted proposals for the new 
system. Advantages that the two 
companies held over the other ven-
dors included the ability to provide 
the most training and implementa-
tion hours and solid vendor refer-
ences, according to an evaluation 
of the vendors conducted by the 
Conlon Group, Inc. 

Installation of the new system is 
expected to begin in April and 
should take about six to eight 
months to complete. The main pro-
cessing center will be moved to 
the main office from a smaller 
room in the east part of village 
hall, allowing the smaller room to 
used as an office. 

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

7 By Mike Wilkinson 0 
Staff Writer 

0 (A, AA" R._ y 
With last year s villagt-spon§ored 

fireworks display in Wheeling labeled 
by some as more of a bust than a blast, 
organizers of the event are getting the 
word out early that the whole thing 
could go up in smoke unless sufficient 
funds are raised. 

In order to spark a financial inter-
est in the fireworks, the Wheeling 
Fourth of July Festival committee has 
started to organize the fundraisers 
designed to bring in the dollars. 

Judy Abruscato, chairperson of the 
group, said the committee hopes to 
raise more than $10,000 this year —
double what the committee generated 
last year. 

"What we need is $1 from every 
family in the village to put on a 
fantastic fireworks show," Abruscato 
said. 

LAST YEAR, THE committee spent 
$5,000 on nearly 400 pieces of fire-
works, Abruscato said. Many derided 
the 15-minute display. But Abruscato 
said that this year, the committee is 
already looking to buy 982 pieces that 
will hold the audience's attention for 
nearly 30 minutes, she said. 

Besides the fireworks, the commit-
tee is also raising funds for the annual 
parade down Dundee Road. Abrus-
cato said the committee is close to 
getting a commitment from the Wri- 
gley Field band that plays during Cub . .  

games ana is roping to try to lure a 
former Cub as grand marshall of the 
parade. 

Abruscato said the committee 
expects the return of the Illinois State 
Police band and a mariachi band. A 
country and western group, Risky 
Whiskey, will be riding on a float 
sponsored by Hoyne Federal Savings, 
she said. 

Wheeling residents and businesses 
who want to contribute to the commit-
tee have a variety of avenues. Abrus-
cato said they can send in donations 
along with their water bills. Although 
last year a computer error caused the 
request to be dropped from the water 
bills after January, Abruscato said 
they will be on them through June. 

IN ADDITION TO the water bills, 
residents can help out the committee 
and get some food at two recently 
announced fundraisers. 

Sponsored by the Wheeling Lions 
Club, the committee has announced 
an April 1 pancake breakfast at the 
Chevy Chase Clubhouse. Wheeling 
Police Chief Michael F. Haeger will be 
the celebrity pancake flipper, Abrus-
cato said. 

And on April 25, Joe Mastrototaro 
will supply the homemade spaghetti 
and meatballs for a spaghetti dinner 
at the AMVETS Hall on McHenry 
Road. For $6, adults will get all they 
can eat spaghetti, meatballs, Italian 
bread and salad, Abruscato said. Chil-
dren will be charged $5, with kids 
under five getting in free, she said. 

VVheeling to buy $186,000 computer 
y)  'WO 

Wheeling trustees Tuesday ap-
proved buying a $186,388 comput-
er system that will keep the vil-
lage's finance department records 
more efficiently than the current 
10-year-old system. 

A new computer system is need-
ed, said village Finance Director 
Robert W. Fialkowski, because the 
current system is "fragile" and is 
no longer adequate to handle the 
growth or future expansion in the 
department. 

In addition, the village must re-
place the system because of "nu-
merous terminal equipment prob-
lems, disk drive bearing failures, 
printer problems and a continuing  

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling police hope village 
DARE hire drug officer 

E,1.-c4-qt) 
lice officer — that the police officer 
is your friend." 

Wheeling police officer Christina 
Parr recently returned from an 80-
hour Illinois State Police training 
program in Springfield for the pro-
gram. 

Although trustees will first discuss 
the program at a budget meeting 
Saturday, Village Manager Craig 
Anderson gave preliminary approval 
to hire Parr for the position so she 
could attend the training session. A 
new officer would be hired later to 
fill the vacancy. 

While the officer's focus will be 
fifth- and sixth-grade students, the 
officer also would give talks con-
cerning safety, meet with teachers 
and interact with students during 
lunch and recess. 

In addition, the officer may act as 
a liaison officer for Holmes Junior 
High School. The officer would help 
students understand juvenile and 
criminal justice procedures, the im-
portance of laws, courtroom proce-
dures, local government and com-
munity service. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Police Department 
may begin working directly with vil-
lage schools to prevent students 
from getting involved with drugs, al-
cohol and gangs. 

In the proposed $3.6 million police 
department budget, Wheeling Police 
Chief Michael F. Haeger is request-
ing a Drug Abuse Resistance Educa-
tion (DARE) officer be hired. 

The officer would visit each vil-
lage school once a week and provide 
at least 45 minutes of written and 
oral exercises for students. The ex-
ercises, which are modeled after a 
Los Angeles program, focus on peer 
pressure resistance training, self-
concept improvement, personal 
safety, decision-making with respect 
for laws, substance abuse and gangs. 

"The purpose of the program is to 
teach young people about drug and 
substance abuse and how to say no 
when confronted by someone with 
drugs," Haeger said. "It will enhance 
the police officer so they (students) 
get a better understanding of the po- 

' Land near airport"  
to be condemned 

Wheeling trustees have agreed 
to begin condemnation proceed-
ings to acquire a a piece of land 
northwest of the Palwaukee Mu-
nicipal Airport. 

The property, known as parcel 
53, is located on Wolf Road, di-
rectly south of an abandoned ser-
vice station that the airport has 
purchased on the southwest cor-
ner of Wolf and Hintz roads. The 
land is needed to relocate the in-
tersection, which must be moved 
west in order to create a "clear 
zone" for the airport's main run-
way, according to Federal Avia-
tion Administration standards. 

Airport owners, Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights, have been un-
able to agree with the landowners 
on an amount to pay for the prop-
erty. Under condemnation pro-
ceedings, a court will decide fair 
compensation for the land. 

New mini-van 
for department 

The village community devel-
opment department will replace 
a 10-year-old van with a new 
mini-van following trustees ap-
proval of the purchase. 

Trustees unanimously agreed 
to buy the new van, which will be 
gray, from Jack Stoldt Ford, Inc. 
of Petersburg, Ill., for $12,500. 

The purchase is included in this 
year's proposed capital equip- 

ment replacement fund budget 
for the community development 
department. The order must be 
place before March 23 to take ad-
vantage of the current bid price, 
but delivery and payment for the 
van would not occur until after 
May 1. 

Eastchester gets 
OK for improvements 

Trustees have granted tenta-
tive acceptance of the public im-
provements in the Eastchester of 
Wheeling subdivision, giving the 
developer the responsibility to 
maintain the improvements. 

The public improvements, cov-
ered by a $980,860 letter of cred-
it, includes public streets, side-
walks, water system, sanitary 
sewer system, storm sewer sys-
tem, detention basin, curb and 
gutter, street lighting and all pub-
lic right-of-way landscaping, and 
trees. 

The improvements were com-
pleted in 1987, but acceptance 
was not granted then because 
some items were not satisfactori-
ly completed. After a recent in-
spection of the subdivision, all 
items are satisfactorily, or have 
been repaired to the village's sat-
isfaction, village officials said. 

A maintenance security deposit 
of $98,085 will remain with the 
village for one year for the 20-
acre development, located north 
of Hintz Road and east of Dundee 
Road. 

Wheeling group hopes to 
kindle interest in fireworks 
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Budget plan shows village 
to rely on fund balances 

3 - By Mike Wilkinson
to  

Staff Writer 
0, 0 LIN-CRIS 117-e 

over more improved roads and walk-
ing on more new and repaired side-
walks, according to the 1990-91 vil-
lage budget unveiled this week. 

Village staff has proposed a $21.4 
million spending plan that includes 
additional spending on legal bills for 
an upcoming racial discrimination 
suit, addition of a drug education 
police officer, improvements to the 
village sewer system and other 
improvements to roads and side-
walks. 

To pay for the budget, village offi-
cials expect to receive $17.4 million 
dollars. The balance, Finance Direc-
tor Bob Fialkowski said, will come 
from bloated fund balances that the 
village wants to reduce. 

"That's not bad," Fialkowski said 
of the budget. "We'll see what the 
board has to say about it." 

TRUSTEES WILL SPEND most of 

clIbt) cans air a ia percent and $25,000 
increase in estimated legal bills, pri-
marily because of the defense of a 
racial discrimination suit brought by 
police officer Robert Pressley. That 
suit, originally filed in 1983, is expect-
ed to come to trial this year. 

Other big-ticket items in the bud-
get include $1.4 million for repairing 
manholes and sewers, $1.5 million for 
buying land for the Tax Increment 
Finance district, and an estimated 
$500,000 in contingency money that 
could be absorbed by labor contract 
raises, Fialkowski said. 

"The budget's not really adding a 
lot of things," Fialkowski said. "I 
think it reflects the type of growth 
that's going on right now. It's slow, 
but positive." 

While the police department has 
watched its budget grow more rapidly 
in pastbudgets, it saw modest, 5 per-
cent growth in its spending plan this 
year. The staff has suggested the 
board agree to add an additional 
officer so that a department veteran 
can become a Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education (DARE) officer. 

THE OFFICER, IF approved, 
would be assigned to Holmes Junior 
High School where they would partic-
ipate in lessons aimed at drug abuse 
prevention. Community Consolidated 
District 21 has already agreed to 
contribute $5,000 he first year to 
offset the cost of the officer, budget 
documents indicate. 

The proposed police department 
budget also includes the purchase of 
an additional five in-car computer 
terminals that give officers immediate 
access to vehicle registration informa-
tion. The department bought four of 
the computers, costing around $4,500 
each, last year. 

Department officials said the com-
puters, which allow officers to avoid 
calling the police dispatcher in order 
to gather the information, led to the 
arrest of 38 people last year. 

-acm -a A Sit) 

Village seeks 
to send news 
to apartments 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer Wheeling residents will be driving 

Saturday reviewing the budget with 
all of the department heads. The 
meeting, open to the public, will begin 
at 8:30 a.m. in the council chambers 
of village hall, 255 W. Dundee Road. 

The $21.4 million in spending 
anticipated for 1990-91 is nearly 7 
percent higher than in 1989-90. 

Big spending hikes come. in the 
area of capital improvements, where 
the village anticipates spending 
$652,000 on street maintenance, a 37 
percent jump over 1989 spending. 
Budget documents say that money 
will be spent on reparing a number of 
village roads. 

Village motorists will also see 
$74,500 spent on adding traffic sig-
nals to two busy intersections. Follow-
ing a consultant's review of village 
signals, the staff is suggesting the 
village pay for new lights at Old 
McHenry Road and Lexington Drive 
and at Chaddick and Hintz roads. 

FIALKOWSKI SAID THE budget 
(Continued on page 12) 

Continued from Page 1 

ed three times in the village 
newsletters and in local newspapers, 
the village will seek the cooperation 
of apartment managers in getting 
the information to residents of 
apartments, Schultz said. 

NEWS: Apartments t 

Wheeling officials want to im-
prove the way they inform apart-
ment dwellers of village news. 

Reacting to a resident's complaint 
that he was not informed of the Jan. 
31 deadline for buying vehicle stick-
ers, Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz said the village will mail in-
formation to apartment managers 
and suggest the information be in-
cluded in the managers' newsletters 
to tenants. 

James Jones, a resident of Pine 
Hill Apartments off McHenry Road, 
told village trustees several resi-
dents in his apartment complex had 
not received notice or applications 
for the new village vehicle stickers. 

In Wheeling, the deadline for buy-
ing this year's vehicle stickers was 
Jan. 31. The stickers cost $20 for 
cars, $25 for recreational vehicles 
and $12 for motorcycles. After that, 
the prices increased by $25. 

Officials typically mails applica-
tions for stickers to residents whose 
cars are registered with the village 
from the previous year's sticker pur=
chases. 

However, Jones said he bought 
two stickers for his two cars last 
year and did not receive an applica- 
tion. After learning that a few of his 
neighbors did not receive notice, 
Jones questioned whether any appli- 
cations were mailed to the apart-
ment complex. 

"We want to make sure that this is 
not a hole in the system of some 
kind," Jones said. He added that bulk 
mailings delivered to apartments 
usually are not delivered to the indi-
vidual tenants, rather it is placed in 
piles in vestibules. 

Although the deadlines were print- 
In addition, village Finance Direc- he added. 

tor Robert W. Fialkowski said a new "The responsibility is on the vehi- 
village finance department comput- cle owner," Fialkowski said. "The 
er system, which will soon be in- expiration date is printed on the ye- 
stalled, will keep better records of hide sticker. It's the responsibility 
the vehicle sticker purchasers. How- of the vehicle owner to procure that 
ever, residents are responsible for license, that vehicle sticker, before 
buying the stickers by the deadline, the deadline." 

laillrig 



BY TRISH LIC ENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

g officer's hearing delayed 
-,:z.3 1 )(190 

Wheeling fire and police commis-
sioners agreed to postpone a discipli-
nary hearing for a village police offi-
cer, charged with unsatisfactory job 
performance, until next month. 

Police officer Adrian D. Russell, 
an 11-year department veteran, 
faces two charges of incompetence 
and unsatisfactory job performance. 
Police Chief Michael F. Haeger, who 
filed the charges with the commis-
sion in January, is seeking to fire 
Russell. 

In requesting a month's continu-
ance for the hearing, Russell told 
commissioners that his attorney, 
James R. Truschke, was unable to 

attend Thursday's hearing because
The two standing charges stem 

he had slipped on ice before the from separate incidents that in- 
hearing and was taken to a doctor.

volved Russell last year. In one of 
Commissioners continued the the charges, Russell allegedly 

hearing to 7 p.m. March 6 in the vil- stopped a driver who was known to 
lage hall, 255 W. Dundee Road.

be dangerous and left the suspect 
Last month, commissioners dis- unattended while he went back to his 

missed a third charge after they squad car. When other officers ar-
determined Russell already had rived on the scene, they found a load- been reprimanded.

ed gun in the suspect's car. Haeger 
In his original charges, Haeger said Russell's actions put himself 

listed 13 incidents spanning the past and others in danger. 
six years, in which Russell had vio-

The other charge stems from a 
lated department rules. However, Sept. 2 incident while Russell was on 
Russell had been suspended eight routine patrol and was called a 
times for a total of 30 days for those scene of a burglary in progress. Rus-
violations, which included failure to sell allegedly questioned a man and 
attend court dates, having accidents let him go. Police later learned the 
involving a squad car and for allow- man matched the description of the 
ing a suspect to escape custody. burglary suspect. 

Northwest Municipal Cable Council to restructure fees 
.,3,nhvi 

BY MELISSA REISER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Northwest Municipal Cable 
Council has decided to restructure 
membership dues so the costs are 
based solely on franchise fees. 

Currently membership fees con-
sist of either an amount equal to 4 
percent of the town's November 
franchise fees, plus a charge based 
on the number of times the commu-
nity used the council. Or the council 

cat4444.114V1/47 a 5  194'D 

Prosped delays vote on airport codes 

takes 5 percent of the town's Novem-
ber franchise fees, whichever of the 
two amounts is smaller. 

But now membership dues will be 
based solely on franchise fees. 

George R. Van Geem, represent-
ing Mount Prospect, suggested the 
council compute the membership fee 
based on the average monthly 
franchise fee amount received over 
12 months. Each member then would 
pay a proportionate amount based 

on the franchise fees it receives. 
Van Geem said basing the mem-

bership dues on an average monthly 
fee instead of on the November fee 
would eliminate any month-to-
month variations which may occur 
in the franchise fees. 

Basing dues solely on franchise 
fees also may encourage communi-
ties to use the council staff more of-
ten because they no longer would 
pay money based on how frequently 
they used the council. Also, dues 

would be directly tied to revenue. 

"If the revenue goes up, than the 
expense goes up. I think that's easy 
to understand," Van Geem said. 

Based on the new structure, mem-
bership fees are expected to be as 
follows for 1990-91: Arlington 
Heights, $9,867; Bartlett, $2,317; Des 
Plaines, $6,934; Hanover Park, 
$4,555; Mount Prospect, $7,152; Park 
Ridge, $4,075; Prospect Heights, 
$1,742; and Wheeling, $4,658. 

For the second time in two 
months, Prospect Heights aldermen 
postponed voting on the first formal 
set of rules and regulations for 
Palwaukee Airport. 

Second Ward Alderman Warren 
Sunde recently asked council mem-
bers to hold off voting on the codes 
because the airport owners —
Wheeling and Prospect Heights —
had not yet worked out differences 
over some airport matters. 

City Administrator Robert R. Kei-
ly declined to comment on what spe-
cific points still remained in question 
with the two communities. But, last  

week during council discussions on 
the proposal, Sunde requested 
whether a nighttime curfew could be 
imposed at the airport to abate 
noise, and alderman agreed to table 
the vote. 

This marks the second time in two 
months the aldermen postponed vot-
ing on the rules and regulations, 
which outlines standards for com-
mercial and refueling operations, re-
quirements for flight instructors and 
safety codes. Last month, alderman 
tabled the vote after some council 
members said the proposal should be  

studied and discussed later in more 
detail. 

By again tabling the matter, ald-
ermen prevented the issue from get-
ting a "first reading," which then 
calls for public input. Prospect 
Heights Acting Mayor Jerry Meyer 
was upset by the delay and blasted 
the council for its vote. 

"I'm absolutely amazed that this 
council took it (the ordinance) off the 
table, and then tabled it again," he 
said. "If we're going to stifle some-
thing rather than deal with it, you've 
certainly succeeded at that tonight.  

You have managed to stall the legis-
lation again." 

Earlier this month, Wheeling 
Trustee William A. Rogers ques-
tioned several points in the codes, in-
cluding the maxiumum aircraft 
weight allowed. Wheeling board 
members are expected to vote on the 
proposal next month. 

Third Ward Alderman Carey 
Chickerneo dismissed Rogers' com-
ments because the codes have been 
recommended for approval by the 
airport commission, of which Rogers 
and representatives from both corn. 
munitieF are members. 

eli to consider staffing requests 
q0 La) 

BY TRISHLICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling officials may increase 
the number of employees in the 
village's community development 
and police departments. 

Members of the village staff 
will review a request by the com-
munity development department 
to hire a municipal inspector and a 
health inspector, Village Manager 
Craig Anderson said. 

Anderson had cut the requests 
from the proposed $839,810 com-
munity development budget, say-
ing the work could be spread out. 
The cost of hiring the two employ-
ees was estimated at $52,450. 

However, trustees were con-
cerned that an increase in the  

number of restaurants and food 
vendors in town would require 
more personnel to make routine 
inspections on the buildings. 

Anderson said he will compare 
workloads for Wheeling's inspec-
tors with those in other communi-
ties and determine the need for 
more help. Besides responding to 
health and sanitation complaints, 
the sanitarian inspects village res-
taurants twice a year, regulates 
food vendors and food machines, 
exterminates rats, and oversees 
garbage and refuse disposal. 

Sanitarian Daniel Adams has 
said his work day is spread too thin 
and hiring additional help would 
give him more time to make rou-
tine inspections. 

In addition, staff will review the  

need for two more police officers 
and one social worker for the po-
lice department. 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
originally had requested four new 
employees, but Anderson nar-
rowed the request to one in the 
proposed $3.6 million department 
budget. 

One of the two officers that trus-
tees are considering hiring would 
take part in a task force organized 
to combat suburban gang activity, 
while the other would be a patrol 
officer. The social worker would 
work on matters concerning juve-
nile or domestic incidents. 

The salary for a social worker is 
estimated at $30,000, while start-
ing pay for a police officer is 
$27,117. 

e/t.d-I) 3._, 
Judge on suburbs 

In Norb Vandersteen's criticism of 
Democratic leaders in the suburbs 
(Fence Post Feb. 4), he praised his 
Palatine Village Board for being the 
only municipal government in the 
Northwest suburbs to rebate to the 
taxpayers the village's share of the 
state income tax increase. He im-
plied that this largesse was due to 
the fact that the Palatine board was 
elected in a partisan election. 

While I appreciate his commenda-
tion of his elected representatives, I 
am happy to inform him that he is 
mistaken in his statement that they 
were alone in their action. In fact, 
the Wheeling Village Board, chosen 
in a non-partisan election, and sensi-
tive to its residents' tax concerns, 
voted to reduce the village tax levy 
by 22 percent. 

I would suggest to Mr. Vanders-
teen that local leaders ought not to 
be judged on how, in his view, one 
party has managed the city, but on 
how suburban leaders, Democrat or 
Republican, have managed the sub- 
urbs. 

Sheila H. Schultz 
Village President of 

Wheeling 
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Inspecting a tree at Barrington's own nursery are, from left, Kelly 
Kerr, Mike Szymanski and Mark Werksman. The village credits 
the nursery, which provides trees for parkway planting, for 
helping Barringtdn gain Tree City USA designation. 

Daily Herald Photo/Bob Chwedyk 

Northwest suburban 
Tree City USA programs 

Village 
Participated 

since 

Arlington Heights 1985 

Barrington 1986 

Elk Grove Village 1985 

Hanover Park 1985 

Mount Prospect 1985 
Palatine 1985 
Rolling Meadows 1989 

Annual 
tree-related 

spending 

$26 0,5 00 

1 03,0 00 

357,000 

2 00,0 00 

20 9,0 00 

294,425 
61,5 7 5 
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Tree Mans bear fruit in area towns r4.4, 
BY KERI WYATT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The sign is becoming an increas-
ingly familiar one at the entrance to 
many Northwest suburbs: Tree City 
USA. 

The designation represents more 
than an occasional tree planting or 
Arbor Day celebration in the com-
munity. Many suburbs now are in-
vesting lots of time, energy and 
money to promote forestry like nev-
er before. 

And the lavish attention being giv-
en by area towns to forestry appears 
to be rooted in a widespread love for 
trees that has made them an aesthet-
ic asset for the communities. Some 
even say trees create a "hometown 
ambiance" that increases the prop-
erty values and desirability of a 
town. 

"People's love for trees has been a 
thing that's existed for many years," 
said Waid Vanderpoel, of Citizens for 
Conservation, a Barrington area en-
vironmentalist group. "It has deep 
roots, going back to Europe. I be-
lieve that in some Celtic religions, 
trees had religious significance. I 
don't think it's something that is just 
taught in schools. It goes back fur-
ther into antiquity." 

"Trees are beautiful," Mount 
Prospect Trustee Leo Floros said.  

"They give a community a look of 
grandeur." 

In his 15 years on the village 
board, Floros has enthusiastically 
supported tree programs, saying 
they increase the desirability, and 
hence the property values of a com-
munity. 

"The village has to be a leader, to 
set a standard," Floros said. "It rubs 
off on the homeowners and then they 
are more likely to plant trees on 
their own property." 

"The award is the icing on the pro-
verbial cake," Barrington Trustee 
William M. Lee Jr. said about the 
town's Tree City USA designation. 
"It's the hometown atmosphere, the 
definite ambiance that trees create. 
We're different from towns that are 
paved-over farmland — the Schaum-
burg's of the world. It's part of what 
we call Barrington: the quaintness, 
the ambiance." 

The Nebraska-based National Ar-
bor Day Foundation confers the Tree 
City USA distinction upon towns 
which encourage tree-planting and 
preservation. 

Qualified towns must have laws 
governing planting and preservation 
of trees, a group of people to ensure 
enforcement of the laws and a com-
prehensive urban forestry program 
and Arbor Day observations. 

The municipalities, chosen by  

state foresters, must also spend at 
least $1 per capita each year on 
tree-related activities. 

Barrington has three village-
owned and operated nurseries. The 
first was established in 1978, but the 
program did not bear much fruit at 
first. But in 1986, the public works 
department expanded its tree-plant-
ing and nursery efforts and received 
the Tree City USA designation. The 
town has received it each year since. 

Like Barrington, many towns have 
branched out into far more compre-
hensive forestry programs. But at 
least one area town — Wheeling —
says the award is not a necessity for 
having a good forestry program. 
Still others plan to apply or simply 
are setting up their own individual 
programs. 

Arlington Heights, Elk Grove Vil-
lage, Mount Prospect, Hanover 
Park, Rolling Meadows and Palatine 
also are local Tree City USA laure-
ates. 

But Wheeling foresters say the  

Tree City award is not necessary. 
Officials plan to spend $43,500 this 
year to plant about 40 trees along 
main streets. The village has its own 
Urban Forest Management pro-
gram, but the town is not a Tree 
City. 

"To us, it's just not worth it," said 
Scott Shirley, of village operations 
and maintenance. "It's just not 
worth it to go out and spend the mon-
ey to get a plaque just to say we're in 
it." 

But other towns are doing just 
that, spending close to half a million 
dollars on trees each year. 

Mount Prospect's forestry depart-
ment has a proposed total budget of 
$452,610, about half of which is used 
for actual tree removal, replace-
ment and trimming. 

Beyond normal maintenance and 
planting, Mount Prospect is assem-
bling a computer record of every 
tree in the village, its location, histo- 

See TREES on Page 3 

TREES: Program branches out in suburbs 
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ry and care. "We've hired a forestry 
student the past two summers to 
check all the trees and put them in 
the computer," Village Forester 
Sandy Clark said. "Then we will 
have a record of their care, if they 
have had diseases or been hit by 
lightning, things like that." 

Rolling Meadows has had a forest-
ry department since 1974, said Da-
vid Syoen, assistant director of pub-
lic works. The city applied for and 
received the Tree City award for the 
first time this year. 

The city has found a unique way to 
acquire trees, Syoen said. Residents 
can ask the village to come in and 
remove unwanted trees from their 
property which then are planted 
elsewhere in town. In the past eight 
years, the village has acquired 45 
trees in this way. 

"It's mostly pine trees," Syoen 
said. "A lot of people ask us to take 
them off their hands. So we trans-
plant them. All the trees by our new 
water storage tank were donated by 
residents." 

Hanover Park, in addition to its 
regular forestry programs, is plan-
ning to introduce a "tree renewal 
program" next year. Residents will-
ing to split the cost with the village 
can replace trees destroyed by the 
1988 drought, disease or other disas-
ters. 

Elk Grove Village plants about 
150 to 200 parkway trees each year 
and has a massive spraying and 
maintenance program. The proposed 
budget for the forestry department, 
which includes  grass cutting, plant- 

ing, spraying, new trees and trimm-
ing, is $357,000. 

In Arlington Heights, a Tree City 
USA since 1986, the forestry depart-
ment plants an estimated 600 to 800 
trees per year. The department 
spent $260,500 last year. 

Barrington's nursery program is 
unique and actually saves money. 

One-inch diameter trees, which 
the village purchases for about $30, 
spend three or four years in the nur-
sery before they are planted in park-
ways. If they were purchased at a 
more mature size, they would cost 
about $300 each. 

In addition, two members of Barr-
ington's public works department 
are certified arborists, a qualifica-
tion held by only 120 people in Illi-
nois. In addition to overseeing the 
nursery, Mike Szymanski and Kelly 
Kerr inspect the landscape plans for 
every new development in the vil-
lage and oversee parkway plantings. 

Barrington currently maintains 
about 5,600 trees on public property. 
Although the village normally plants 
about 60 to 80 trees each year, about 
200 trees went into public rights-of-
way in 1989, said Mark Werksman, 
public works superintendent. 

"We're planting for the future," 
Werksman said. "Right now, you 
don't notice those little trees. Fifteen 
years from now, it's gonna look 
sharp." 

Besides looking good and creating 
a hometown mood, Barrington offi-
cials contend tree-lined streets deter 
law-breakers. 

"We hope that by planting trees 
along some of our more wide-open 
streets — like Main Street — we can 
create a closed-in feeling," Lee said. 

Lee said he has no statistics on 
speeding violations to support his 
theory on tree-lined versus wide-
open thoroughfares. But Lee said, 
"It's just a natural reaction. People 
don't think, 'Oh, there's trees, I'll 
slow down.' But it just happens." 

Palatine has been a Tree City 
since 1985. Each year, the village 
and its park district apply for and 
receive the award jointly, according 
to Assistant Village Manager Kent 
Beausoleil. In 1989, the total forestry 
expenditure between the two in 1989 
was $348,425. The village's share 
was $294,425. 

But even area towns that don't 
qualify for the award still are mak-
ing trees a priority in the communi-
ty. For example: 

• Long Grove: Will order trees 
for residents, at discount, from Lake 
County Soil and Water. Some resi-
dents are pushing for a city ordi-
nance to prohibit the destruction or 
removal of trees, even on private 
property. 



Race case could end up costing taxpayers 
By Mike Wijtinson 
Staff Writer (...."._t) ti S I 

Wheeling taxpayers could foot a 
portion of the bill if the village loses a 
racial discrimination suit brought by 
the police department's only black 
police officer. 

After the village board turned 
down a settlement offer last year, the 
village's insurance group has placed a 
ceiling on how much it will pay in 
either court costs or a judgment 
against the village. 

If the village spends more money 
than the insurance group offered as a 
settlement, Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said the village will cover 
those costs. 

Sal Bianchi, executive director of 
the Intergovernmental Risk Manage-
ment Agency (IRMA), said IRMA will 
only pay $53,000 in costs associated 
with the civil suit since the village 
turned down an offer made by officer 
P, hart Presslev's attorney and pre- 

liminarily accepted by the IRMA's 
attorney. The suit seeks unspecified 
damages for alleged racial discrimi-
nation. 

THE $53,000 represents the 
amount of money IRMA attorneys and 
Pressley's attorney agreed upon in 
March 1989, Bianchi said. 

Village Attorney James Rhodes 
said the settlement was never agreed 
to and that the court order consider-
ing the case settled was inaccurate. 
He said the village board turned down 
the settlement offer because it felt no 
discrimination against Pressley 
occurred. 

"The municipality is not settling 
the case because no discrimination 
occurred," Rhodes said. "Any settle-
ment, if even economically feasible, 
would be considered a loss. And 
where no discrimination occurred, 
you can't take economics into consid-
eration." 

The settlement offer was turned 
down by the village board members 
last April. They were later called into 
U.S. District Court Judge Paul E. 
Plunkett's chambers April 26 to dis-
cuss their decision in a closed-door 
meeting. 

"He (Plunkett) wanted a meeting 
with ... the trustees, the elected offi-
cials, to discuss how we were to 
proceed," Anderson said. "What we 
told him was we were going to pro-
ceed (to defend the case)." 

"They wanted us to settle and we 
said no," Anderson said. "So we have 
to cover it." 

Jury selection in the case, original-
ly filed in September 1983, is expect-
ed to begin April 13. Officials in 
Plunkett's courtroom, however, said a 
criminal case could bump the civil 
suit to a later date. 

PRESSLEY FILED SUIT in 1983, 
(Continued on page 12) 

Race case 
Police focus on dealing 
with future gang problems 

(Continued from page 5) 

claiming his Fourteenth Amendment 
rights to equal protection were violat-
ed when he said Police Chief Michael 
F. Haeger "retaliated" against Pres-
sley after he successfully challenged a 
suspension the chief gave the officer 
in 1982. Pressley is seeking unspeci-
fied damages in the suit. 

After a lengthy battle during pre-
trial motions over evidence that will 
be admitted during the trial and over 
what charges the federal court will 
hear, the case has been set to begin 
this spring. 

Court documents from 1989 indi-
cate that lawyers had settled the Pres-
sley lawsuit and that the case had 
been dismissed by Plunkett. That set-
tlement suggestion was turned down 
by the village board, however, arid the 
case was reinstated, according to 
court documents. 

ANDERSON SAID TUESDAY that 
the village has increased its legal 
services budget for fiscal year 
1990-91 to cover additional attorneys 
fees or a negative judgment. 

The village has budgeted $100,000 
for legal services in 1990-91, up from 
the $75,000 budgeted in 1989-90. 
Finance Director Bob Fialkowski and 
Anderson said that number was 
raised because of the possibility of 
increased funding  for the Pressley 

THE CONFERENCE will occupy 
4,000 square feet of office space on 
the top floor of the two-story addition, 
while a library on the first floor will 
be shared by the conference and 
OCC. The library will house the col-
lege's governmental collection and 
serve as a depository for federal docu-
ments. 

Oakton will also gain two class-
rooms on the ground floor of the new  

lawsuit. Rhodes, however, said that 
increase was not made to accommo-
date more spending on the Pressley 
case. 

Fialkowski said the village usually 
budgeted $100,000 in previous years 
but had lowered that level last year. 

Pressley's attorney, Alan Freed-
man, said he would still consider 
settling the case before a trial, but 
that he would now ask for more than 
the $53,000 he agreed to last March. 
He would not say how much he would 
request. 

BUT IF THE village loses the case, 
Freedman said the municipality could 
lose far more than the $53,000 IRMA 
would have spent on settling the case. 

"My client doesn't even want to go 
to trial, but he will," Freedman said. 

Freedman said the village offered a 
settlement but for less than $53,000. 
That deal, he said, was contingent on 
Pressley's resignation. 

"We thought that was inappropri-
ate since they say he is a competent 
officer," Freedman said. Freedman 
said Police Chief Michael F. Haeger, 
who is the subject of the lawsuit along 
with the village, claimed in a sworn 
deposition that he considered Pres-
sley a "competent officer." 

"HE'S NOT going to go," Freed-
man said of his client. "He has ... nine 
years left before he retires."  

By Mike Wilkinson 
Staff Writep, 

C U- 1\:> RY,51P-e, 
Three weeks after a gang fight in 

front of Wheeling High School led to 
the arrest of five area youths, school 
and police officials are working on 
ways to deal with future gang crime 
problems. 

Police Chief Michael Haeger said 
the police department has continued 
to investigate the Feb. 8 incident 
which led to five arrests. 

Haeger said meetings with Wheel-
ing High School Principal Tom Shir-
ley and a teacher-parent-student 
group helped both sides outline how 
the community will address the gang 
problem. So far, Haeger said the 
school's response has been positive. 

"I think they're taking the right 
steps," Haeger said. He said the police 
department will, however, continue to 
monitor the gang situation in and 
around the high school. 

WHILE LOCAL MEDIA focused 
attention on the fight, school officials 
say much of the coverage was over-
blown and that the confrontation was 
an isolated incident. They say the 
fight was one of few this year, 
although it did involve members of 
two rival gangs. Four students were 
suspended for their participation in 
the fight. 

"I'm calling it a disturbance that 
we handled real well," Shirley said. 
He said he has talked to district 
officials about the incident but that no 
changes have been made in school 
policy. 

Just after 1 p.m. Feb. 8, a group of  

youths — some of them Wheeling 
High School students — engaged in a 
fistfight. More than 100 other stu-
dents left the school to watch the fight 
that was broken up by more than a 
dozen police from Wheeling, Buffalo 
Grove and the Cook County Sheriff's 
Department. 

Shirley has said there are only "a 
handful" of gang members in the 
school and that they have been disci-
plined when their activity interfers 
with the operation of the school. 

HAEGER AND ASSOCIATE Prin-
cipal James Whittington said police 
and school officials were working on 
a number of emergency contingency 
plans, including emergencies that 
involve gangs. 

"The police department is definite-
ly going to be monitoring gang activi-
ty in the school and around the 
school," Haeger said. The police 
department will make recommenda-
tions both internally and to the school 
following that surveillance, Haeger 
said. 

Haeger met with school officials 
and with the teacher-parent-student 
council at a school meeting Feb. 20. 
He was asked to come and talk about 
parents' concerns over large parties 
their children were attending in the 
area, Whittington said. 

The Wheeling Police Department 
is one of a growing number of subur-
ban communities that have joined a 
gang-crime task force. The depart-
ment joined the group in order to 
better evaluate the area's gang prob-
lems and to present a substantial 
force to combat the problem. 

Municipal conference offices 
to open at Oakton Community College 
By Arnold Grahl — "-Cho 
Staff writer 

C (.Lal gj'is 
The Northwest Municipal Confer-

ence will leave its home of seven 
years Friday for its first permanent 
headquarters since its inception in 
1953. 

The conference will be moving into 
offices at the Des Plaines campus of 
Oakton Community College, within a 
new wing built specifically for that 
purpose. 

wing. 
The new wing was opposed by 

some students and a few OCC trustees 
when it was first proposed several 
years ago because they were con-
cerned about the appropriateness of 
locating a governmental unit on a 
college campus. The groups also 
feared the project would cause flood-
ing, and objected to the destruction of 
open space on the campus. 

BUT DESPITE the opposition, the 
project won approval from the OCC 
board late in 1988 and construction 
began in April of last year. The build-
ing is now nearly completed, at a cost 
of $880,000, which will be split 
between the conference and the col-
lege. 

The conference, of which Wheel-
ing and Buffalo Grove are members, 
will pay back its half of the building 
cost through a 30-year lease. 
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trustees set vote on tree plan 
0 

Wheelie 
C- 

)  
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling may join a suburban 
tree association that will help get 
the village's budding tree program 
off the ground. 

Trustees will vote today 
whether to join the 10 communi-
ties in the Suburban Tree Consorti-
um, which includes LaGrange 
Park, Western Springs, Glenview, 
Glendale Heights and Elmhurst. 

By joining the consortium for a 
$500 membership fee, the village 
would receive high-quality trees 
for a reasonable price over a long 
period of time, said Gary J. May-
erhofer, the village's management 
intern. 

The trees would be used in the  

village's Urban Forestry Manage-
ment Program, an ambitious plan 
to replace by 1995 a total of 259 
trees that have been removed 
since 1982 from public parkways 
because of decay, mutilation, age 
or problems with sewers. 

In April, the village plans to 
plant 71 trees bought from the 
consortium with $10,000 trustees 
set aside last year. The trees will 
be planted along highly visible 
places, such as along Dundee Road 
and Northgate Parkway, May-
erhofer said. 

Each year for five years the vil-
lage budget would include $30,000 
for tree planting. After the tree 
program becomes more establish-
ed, Wheeling would become a Tree 
City USA, which means the town  

encourages tree planting and pres-
ervation, Mayerhofer said. 

Chosen by state foresters, towns 
qualifying for the distinction must 
have a tree board, comprising resi-
dents or village employees, to de-
velop and ensure enforcement of 
laws governing tree preservation, 
planting and Arbor Day observa-
tions. In addition, the suburbs must 
spend at least $2 per capita for its 
annual community forestry pro-
gram to be a Tree City USA. 

Wheeling already holds Arbor 
Day ceremonies and is in the pro-
cess of developing a tree ordi-
nance and a tree board. However, 
trustees still are considering 
whether to require residents to 
contribute funds for tree plantings 
on public parkways. 
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liwy hearing set for police officer 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

Wheeling fire and police commis-
sioners will hold a disciplinary hear-
ing next week for a police officer 
charged with violating department 
regulations. 

In a trial-like hearing, commis-
sioners are expected to review 
charges filed by Police Chief Mi-
chael F. Haeger against 11-year de-
partment veteran Adrian D. Russell. 

Haeger is recommending the com-
mission fire Russell, who was 
accused in three separate charges of 
incompetence and unsatisfactory job  

performance. 
Last month, commissioners 

agreed to postpone a hearing set 
then when Russell requested a con-
tinuance because his attorney, 
James R. Truschke, was unable to 
attend. 

The fire and police commission 
hearing is set for 7 p.m. Tuesday in 
the village hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 

In January, commissioners dis-
missed one of the charges, but up-
held the other two against Russell, 
who has been assigned to desk duty 
since last fall. 

Commissioners dismissed the  

charge that listed 13 incidents span-
ning the past six years, in which Rus-
sell had violated department rules. 
Commissioners agreed that Russell, 
who has been suspended eight times 
for a total of 30 days, had already 
been reprimanded for those viola-
tions. 

The two standing charges outline 
two separate incidents last year that 
involved Russell, whose annual sal-
ary is $36,552. 

One charge stems from a Feb. 16 
incident in which Russell allegedly 
stopped a driver who was known to 
be dangerous. When other officers 
arrived on the scene after Russell al- 

legedly left the suspect unattended, 
they found a gun in the suspect's car. 

The other charge stems from a 
Sept. 2 incident when Russell was on 
a routine patrol and was called to 
the scene of a burglary. The charge 
alleges that the suspect had jumped 
over a fence to escape. Russell 
stopped a man walking on the street, 
but let him go after questioning him. 
Later police learned that the man 
matched a driver's license photo left 
at the scene of the incident. 

These charges mark the fourth 
time in a year that the chief has 
accused one of his officers of violat-
ing police department regulations. 
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Voters taking a Democratic ballot for the March 20 primary 
will nominate seven candidates, from a field of eight, to run in 
November for suburban seats on the Cook County Board. 

Seven members of the 17-member board are elected at large 
from the suburbs, and 10 are elected at large from Chicago. 

In the Democratic primary, the Daily Herald endorses Sheila 
H. Schultz, Richard J. Phelan, Edward C. Reinfranck, Thomas 
M. O'Donnell and Lawrence G. Zdarsky for five seats. The Daily 

Herald endorses any two of the three 
remaining candidates — Pat Peter 
Capuzzi, Ervin F. Kozicki and Patricia 
Kane McLaughlin — for the sixth and 
seventh spots on the ballot. 

Schultz, of Wheeling, is the only 
Northwest suburban resident in the field. 

Few board candidates match the breadth and depth of her 
governmental experience. Schultz has done a solid job as 
Wheeling village president and has developed expertise in key 
public policy issues by virtue of service on the Northeastern 
Illinois Planning Commission and the Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County. 

Phelan, an attorney from Winnetka, has received the Daily 
Herald's endorsement for the Democrats' nomination for the 
board presidency. Reinfranck, of Evanston, has a wealth of 
experience as an educator. A retired professor of sociology, he 
also has served on a school board and on an advisory committee 
to the Evanston schools. 

Zdarsky is a plain-spoken young attorney with extensive 
experience in municipal government, including 10 years as a 
Berwyn alderman. O'Donnell, of Park Forest, has a background 
in school finance. He calls leadership and accountability by 
board members the top issues. 

Capuzzi is a self-employed businessman from Midlothian. In 
discussing county issues, Capuzzi occasionally strays from his 
point, but he understands some important principles. Kozicki is 
an office services manager and a former mayor of Hickory 
Hills. He favors an audit of county spending as one step in 
containing property tax increases. McLaughlin is an attorney 
from Palos Park. Although this is her first run for public office, 
Mr! Am/111in offers thoughtful positions on the issues. _ 

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

Mexican eSta4ucrant 
gets board approval 

Wheeling trustees approved 
plans for a Mexican food restau-
rant to move into the Creekside 
Plaza Shopping Center. 

The owner, Pedro Sagredo, will 
operate a carry-out/sit-down res-
taurant, specializing in Mexican 
food at the plaza, 236 McHenry 
Road. The restaurant will seat up 
to 26 people and 18 parking spac-
es will be alloted to the business. 
Peak businss hours are expected 
during lunch time and late after-
noon/early evening. 

Suburban library 
to occupy building 

Trustees approved a request 
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from Prospect Heights Public Li-
brary to move temporarily into a 
building at the Capital Commerce 
Center at Palatine and Wolf 
roads. 

The library will use the tempo-
rary quarters during construction 
of an addition to the existing 
building at 12 N. Elm St. in Pros-
pect Heights. The library, which 
closed Saturday, will remain 
closed through March 11 and re-
open then at the Wheeling site. 

Construction on the $2.38 mil-
lion addition is expected to begin 
March 26 and be completed in 
about one year. 

Subdivision roads 
win on-street parking 

Two cul-de-sacs in the Chelsea 
Cove subdivision will receive ad- 

ditional spaces for overnight 
parking. 

Trustees agreed to allow on-
street parking for eight cars in 
the cul-de-sacs of Dover Place 
and Barnaby Place at the north-
east side of McHenry Road at 
Elmhurst Road. 

Village officials said current 
parking in the cul-de-sacs is in-
sufficient for the residents, and 
the additional spaces would not 
cause any problems for police, 
fire, and the village's operation 
and maintenance vehicles. 

Village to observe 
Cancer Control Month 

The month of April will be ob-
served nationally as Cancer Con-
trol Month, and Wheeling Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz is urg- 

ing residents to contribute to the 
American Cancer Society's 
Crusade. 

The annual focus of the crusade 
is to increase awareness on how 
to prevent cancer. This year, the 
crusade will focus on nutrition 
and prevention of cancer. 

March is American 
Red Cross Month 

Schultz also has declared the 
month of March as American Red 
Cross Month and is urging resi-
dents to continue to support the 
agency. 

Founded in 1915, the mid-
American chapter of The Red 
Cross provides services for the 8 
million people in the 4,110-
square-mile, seven-county area of 
Chicago and suburbs. 

/099D , 
ng officer grilled by police panel Whee 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Police Office Adrian 
D. Russell — accused of incom-
petence — defended his actions 
Tuesday during a village fire and 
police commission disciplinary 
hearing. 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael 
F. Haeger, who is charging Russell 
with unsatisfactory job perform-
ance, seeks to fire the officer. 

The charges against Russell, an 
11-year department veteran, stem 
from two separate incidents last 
year. 

Russell testified Tuesday that he 
stopped a man on Feb. 16, 1989, 
near Crescent Cardboard at Old 
Willow and Wolf roads. The man, a  

Chicago police officer on disability 
leave, was not supposed to be near 
Crescent Cardboard where his 
wife worked. 

In the trial-like hearing late 
Tuesday, Russell testified that af-
ter stopping the man, he left him 
alone near his vehicle while Rus-
sell went to his squad car to an-
swer a call from a deputy police 
chief. 

"I knew he was on disability 
leave. I don't know if I believe he 
was violent and hostile," Russell 
said. 

After two other officers arrived 
on the scene, they found a loaded 
gun with about 80 rounds of am-
munition inside the man's truck. 

Haeger accuses Russell of put-
ting himself and others in a dan- 

gerous situation. 
"If I had to do it over again, I 

would not do it the samf way," 
Russell said. 

When police commissioners re-
convene the hearing at 7 p.m. 
March 15 in the village hall, 255 
W. Dundee Road, they will hear 
testimony on the second incident, 
which occurred Sept. 2. That night, 
Russell was on routine patrol 
when he was called to the scene of 
a burglary in progress at Adams 
Roofing, 140 D. Shepherd. 

Russell said he questioned a 
man who was walking about 200 
feet from the business and let the 
man go after he concluded the 
man did not fit the description of 
the burglary suspect. Police later 
learned the man was the suspect. 

HeA.cx._
Wheeling to pitch in 

Democratic fungi for balefil land 
board nominations If"  

EDITORIALS • • 

plan now rests with the U.S, Army 
Corps of Engineers, which has been 
asked for approval to build the 142-

Wheeling will pay about $4,039 a acre balefill near West Bartlett and 
month in support of a plan to open a Gifford Roads in unincorporated 
proposed balefill near Bartlett. Hanover Township. 

The village is one of 28 members Agency officials hope to purchase 
of the Solid Waste Agency of North- the land in May, provided the pro-
ern Cook County that has been asked posal receives all of the necessary 
to make the monetary contributions permits for the site. The financing 
that will help pay off loans needs to plan also must be approved by the 
purchase property for the proposed communities, which make up more 
balefill. than 80 percent of the agency. 

The money would be used to repay In terms of the amount of money 
a $16.25 million loan the agency Wheeling will contribute, the village 
hopes to secure. The loans are need- falls about average in the list of 28 
ed, agency officials say, to repay contributors. Evanston pays the 
part of the existing $7.5 million debt most at $1.58 million, followed by 
loan and to purchase the land in un- Arllington Heights at $1.4 million. 
incorporated Hanover Township, ex- Wheeling Village Manager Craig 
pected to cost about $5 million. Anderson said the village may only 

Based on population, Wheeling's be required to contribute this year, 
share of the debt totals about provided plans follow through and 
$562,568, with about $48,467 to be users of the balefill - so called be- 
paid this year to the agency. cause garbage is baled before burial 

The fate of the $55 million balefill — begin picking up the costs 

Community blood drive set 
for, 

o
March 14 at Village Hall 

-rnciAtI? )490 - H-QA el1L< 
A community blood drive will be 

held from 2:30 to 8:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, March 14, at Wheeling Village 
Hall, 225 W. Dundee, Wheeling. 
Blood drive coordinator Dan Adams 
asks eligible donors to stop in and 
donate. 

March and April are Jiffy Lube 
Blood Donor Appreciation Months in 
Chicagoland. During these months, 
every LifeSource donor will receive 
a coupon for $3 off their next Jiffy 
Lube 14-point service. 

To be eligible to donate blood, an 
individual must be in good health, 
weigh at least 100 pounds and be at 
leastgyears of age. It is important 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

to eat a good meal before donating. 
Blood donations can be given once 
every 56 days. LifeSource now offers 
free cholesterol screening with each 
donation. 

This blood drive is held in support 
of LifeSource, which was formed in 
1987 when The Blood Center of 
Northern Illinois and the American 
Red Cross established a joint ven-
ture. LifeSource is a not-for-profit 
community service organization 
which supplies blood, blood compo-
nents and related services to nearly 
60 hospitals in the Chicago metropol-
itan area. 



Cop denies allegations of incompetence 
A Wheeling police officer 
Tuesday night defended himself 
against charges of incompetence 
and unsatisfactory job 
performance that were filed 
against him by the police chief. 

?r) By Michael Ulreich 
Staff WOW 

An  attorneyaetenaing Wheeling 
police officer Adrian Russell on 
charges of incompetence and unsatis-
factory job performance said that the 
charges against Russell were in part 
related to the officer's testimony in a 
1982 case involving the village's only 
black officer. 

Tuesday's police and fire commis-
sion hearing on the charges filed 
against Russell by Wheeling Police 
Chief Michael Haeger was postponed 
until 7 p.m. March 15 after a four and 
a half hour session Tuesday. 

Attorney James Truschke said that 
Russell's problems with the depart-
ment began in 1982 when he testified 
at a police and fire commission hear-
ing on behalf of Wheeling police offi-
cer Robert Pressley, who had alleged-
ly been observed having sex with a 
woman in a van parked outside a  

Wheeling restaurant. 
Truschke said Haeger's charges 

against Russell may stem from a plan 
by Haeger to discredit Russell's 
expected testimony in an upcoming 
racial discrimination suit filed against 
the department by Pressley — a char-
ger Haeger's attorney strongly deines. 

"IS IT merely a coincidence that 
before Russell testified in the Pressley 
case he had an absolutely perfect 
record and that after his testimony he 
gets charged with any small thing that 
happens to him?" Truschke asked. 

Russell was suspended for 10 days 
in August of 1988 for missing court 
dates and has been suspended at least 
five times since he joined the depart-
ment in 1978. Haeger suspended Rus-
sell a total of four times for 11 days 
between 1985 and 1986 before Rus-
sell agreed to a 10-day suspension in 
1988 in return for the withdrawal of 
other charges against him. 

Attorney Stephen Culliton, repre-
senting Haeger, said he couldn't com-
ment on the case against Russell 
while the hearing was underway, but 
he denied that the charges against 
Russell were in any way tied to his 
testimony in the 1982 Pressley case or 
the updoming Pressley discrimination 
suit. 

"That's absolutely untrue," he 
said. 

AT TUESDAY'S HEARING, which 
ended at 11:37 p.m., Culliton called 
four witnesses to the stand. He said he 
will call two more witnesses to testify 
next Thursday before the defense will 
present its case. 

Culliton charged Tuesday that 
Russell endangered fellow officers on 
Feb. 16, 1989, by allowing a potential-
ly dangerous suspect to return to his 
vehicle. Police later found a loaded 
handgun and 80 rounds of ammuni-
tion in that vehicle. 

Russell was also charged with 
incompetence and unsatisfactory job 
performance for releasing a burglary 
suspect he found 200 feet from the 
scene of a burglary in progress call on 
Sept. 2, 1989. The suspect was arrest-
ed a few days later and charged with 
burglary. 

Russell was called to the stand 
twice Tuesday, as the commission 
handled each incident separately. 
Culliton and Truschke, repeatedly 
sparred over the line of questioning 
each employed in characterizing Rus-
sell's actions. 

(Continued on page 12) 

(Continued from page 5) 

"THESE QUESTIONS are ridicu-
lous and absurd," Truschke said at 
one point. 

Russell testified Tuesday that he 
had not considered the suspect in the 
first incident to be dangerous. Howev-
er, Culliton said that a warning was 
issued that day during the depart-
ment's roll call and that Russell was 
aware that other officers had past 
experiences with the suspect. 

A Wheeling Police Department 
bulletin had described the suspect as 
a former Chicago police officer on 
medical disability for paranoia who 
was undergoing a stressful divorce 
and might have been carrying a gun. 
Russell said the suspect had been 
known to leave notes in his wife's car 
while it was parked where she worked 
in Wheeling on Willow Road. The 
suspect had been warned to stay away 
from the property, according to Tues-
day's testimony. 

Russell testified that he had given 
the suspect a "pat-down" search after 
asking him to leave his vehicle. Rus-
sell said he was then called back to 
his squad car to answer a radio trans-
mission from Deputy Chief Gary 
O'Rourke, in which O'Rourke 
planned to warn Russell of the sus-
pect was potentially dangerous. 

"AT THAT point I didn't consider 
myself to be in a potentially danger-
ous situation," Russell said. "He was 
very polite at this point." 

While Russell answered 
O'Rourke's call, the suspect dis-
obeyed Russell's orders to stay in 
back of his truck and re-entered the 
vehicle. 

Two officers who were called to the 
scene as backups later searched the 
truck and found a loaded handgun in 
a paper bag filled with folded clothes, 
along with 80 rounds of ammunition. 

"Do you feel it was acceptable to 
put those two officers in that situa-
tion?" Culliton asked Russell. 

"IF I had to do it over again, I 
would have done it the same way," 
Russell replied. 

"He was on routine patrol and he  

did his job as a police officer," said 
Truschke in his opening arguments. 
"He stopped the man, patted him 
down and got a call from his deputy 
chief. The question is, were his 
actions in going back to the squad 
improper. Were there grounds to even 
place (the suspect) under arrest?" 

Truschke noted that the suspect 
was later chargea with unlawful use 
of a weapon, criminal trespass to 
property and disorderly conduct, and 
eventually had one of the charges 
dismissed and was found not guilty of 
another charge. 

In the second incident, Russell said 
that he had stopped a man wearing a 
bright orange track suit near the 
scene of a burglary after receiving a 
description of the suspect as a man 
about 10 years older. He said he later 
also received an eye-witness descrip-
tion of the suspect as wearing blue 
jeans and a green shirt. 

THE SUSPECT'S WALLET, con-
taining a driver's license, was found 
on the scene and Russell testified that 
he still didn't make the connection 
between the face on the driver's 
license and the man he stopped until 
the man was brought in to be charged 
in the case a few days later. 

During questioning, Russell said 
he was ordered to take a three-month 
training session in June in which he 
was instructed to make driver's 
license and warrant checks on all 
suspects in situations similar to the 
one he found himself in Sept. 2. 

Russell testified that he had been 
the victim of a "con job" and did not 
believe the suspect was involved in 
the case. 

"As far as I'm concerned, the pic-
ture on the license did not look like 
the subject I stopped," Russell said. "I 
did not feel this subject was the 
offender and I felt it was important to 
get to the scene as quickly as possible. 
I had no suspicions of him at all. He 
did a real good con job." 

"BURGLARS DON'T normally 
dress in bright-colored clothes," 
Truschke said. "In light of the facts, I 
don't think officer Russell did any-
thing improper." 



Shamrock shimmy 
Ann Rendek makes her way through the crowd as she carries off empty plates that once con-
tained the traditional St. Patrick's feast — corned beef and cabbage. The pre-St. Patrick's Day 
luncheon was held at Wheeling's Pavilion Senior Citizen Center. 

Daily Herald Photo/Peter Newcomb 

Police start over 
in search for 
job candidates 
By Bob Kehoe 7°  
Managin ditor 

The search process that began list 
fall for two commanders to help over-
see operations in the Wheeling Police 
Department's patrol division and 
investigations and tactical unit has 
started over again. 

After spending an estimated 
$13,000 to $14,000 in the search pro-
cess that netted 124 applicants for the 
new posts, police department officials 
say none of the candidates merited 
hiring. 

"I'm disappointed we didn't come 
up with somebody, but it wasn't total-
ly unexpected. Any time you inter-
view for positions like this there is 
always that possibility (you won't find 
the right candidate)," said Village 
Manager Craig Anderson, who will 
make the hiring decision. 

Anderson and Police Chief 
Michael Haeger say they will adver-
tise the positions for a second time 
and hope to begin the interviewing 
process in May and to have the posi-
tions filled in July. Haeger said the 
second phase of interviewing candi-
dates could cost the village an addi-
tional $6,000. 

Police 

EIGHT OF THE 124 unsuccessful 
candidates who applied for the posts 
that will pay about $45,000 a year 
were sent to an assessment center to 
better evaluate their skills. However, 
Haeger said reports from an outside 
group that conducted the exercises 
did not recommend any of the candi-
dates. 

Haeger said he too is "disappoint-
ed" the interviewing process didn't 
reap any new hires, but he said he 
was satisfied that the screening pro-
cedures worked well by not leading to 
the hiring of people who wouldn't 
meet the department's needs. 

The search for prospective candi-
dates began last fall when the village 
advertised for the positions. One of 
the new hires will oversee patrol 
operations while the other will over-
see investigations and tactical opera-
tions, Haeger said. 

In creating the positions, Haeger 
said the additions will ease some of 
the burden on the department's depu-
ty chiefs and himself as well as pro-
vide more opportunities for the 
department to focus on innovative 
approaches to fighting crime. 

WHILE HE SAYS he is satisfied 
that the department is doing a good 
job in its main areas of responsibility 
such as investigating crimes in a 
prompt manner, Haeger said some 
types of work are not getting done, 
including in-depth analyses of crime 

(Continued on page 9) 

Wheelin 
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BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Police Depart-
ment is warning local business to 
be more cautious when giving 
credit to customers. 

Deputy Police Gary O'Rourke 
said bulletins were issued Wednes-
day to local businesses. The bulle-
tin — which is geared toward 
prime targets of credit fraud, in-
cluding travel agencies and res-
taurants — advises businesses to 
thoroughly verify credit histories 
of potential clients, O'Rourke said. 

The move was sparked after lo-
cal business owners informed the 
police department last month that 
a man allegedly cheated business-
es in the Northbrook and Wheeling  

area through credit schemes. 
One business owner, Al Marks, 

who owns Latest Travel Dimen-
sions in Wheeling, said he believes 
the man cheated him of $754.50 af-
ter Marks gave him credit last 
summer. 

Like many businesses, the 
Wheeling travel agency extends 
credit to large corporations and 
businesses to allow them to pay 
their accounts in one month. 
Marks said he rarely does extend 
credit to pay accounts in one week 
to individuals after first checking 
their references. 

Marks said the man, who 
claimed he worked for a public re-
lations firm in Wilmette, set up 
credit last June with the travel 
agency. Although the man paid off  

his accounts at first, he failed to 
pay the $754.50 for the last three 
plane tickets he picked up on Aug. 
31, Sept. 1 and Oct. 5, Marks said. 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
said the matter is more a civil one 
than criminal. Not paying an ac-
count is not against the law, but 
the victim may seek legal action 
against the customer with a delin-
quent account, he added. 

"I guarantee I've learned a les-
son " Marks said, adding he is fil-
ing a consumer complaint form 
with the Cook County State's At-
torney's Office. "It won't happen 
again.... The smaller accounts 
we're going to look at with a mag-
nifying glass. Matter of fact, we're 
going to look at anyone with a 
magnifying glass." 

Police warn firms of credit fraud 

(Continued from page 5) 

statistics that might yield new strate-
gies for deterring some types of 
offenses. 

"More programs could be devel-
oped in the patrol division and in 
investigations and tactical (work)," 
Haeger said. 

As an example of one area he 
would like to see improvement, Hae-
ger cited turnaround time in investi-
gating citizen complaints against offi- 

cers. Presently, Haeger said it takes 
the department about 30 days to com-
plete the investigation process. He 
said he would like to see that turn-
around time cut to about seven days. 

Describing the qualities he is 
looking for in a successful candidate, 
Anderson said, "I'm looking for some-
one with management and superviso-
ry skills that will be helpful in giving 
day to day guidance to the sergeants 
and patrol officers." 



subjected to racist cartoons and 
other racist trash during his course 
of employment at the department." 

Although no money is specified in 
the lawsuit, Pressley is seeking com-
pensatory and punitive damages and 
back pay from 1983, when the offi-
cer did not receive a full-merit pay 
raise, said Alan M. Freedman, Born-
stein's associate. 

Attorneys for both sides say they 
plan to call current and former vil-
lage police employees to testify. 

"Bob Pressley has not identified 
any person that has given him any 
racist, derogatory materials nor has 

the chief ever seen any information 
like that around the police depart-
ment," said William W. Kurnik, at-
torney for the village. "I don't be-
lieve there will be any officer who 
will testify in their view anything 
was done that was hostile or racially 
motivated" against Pressley. 

Bornstein said he will call officer 
Adrian D. Russell, who is facing 
charges by Haeger of incompetence 
and unsatisfactory job performance, 
to testify. Russell also testified on 
Pressley's behalf in a 1982 incident. 

Pressley has been suspended three 
different times since 1985. 
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La er: Racism dogged Wheeling officer 
pected to begin at 10 a.m. April 13, 
with the trial set for April 16 in the 
Dirksen Federal Building in Chicago. 

In his lawsuit, Pressley charges 
that Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
denied him salary raises and falsely 
accused him of illicit sexual activity 
in a case that was later dropped by 
the village's fire and police commis-
sion. The lawsuit also charges that 
Haeger and others in the department 
harassed him. 

"The charges were brought up be-
cause of Officer Pressley's race," 
said Pressley's attorney, Bruce H. 
Bornstein of Chicago. "He's been 

The attorney for Wheeling police 
officer Robert Pressley says he will 
attempt to prove in federal court 
next month that his client has been 
subjected to "racist trash" since 
joining the department more than 11 
years ago. 

Pressley, the only black officer in 
the history of the Wheeling Police 
Department, filed the racial dis-
crimination and harassment lawsuit 
in U.S. District Court in 1983. 

Jury selection for the trial is ex- 

ci9  
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

• Papaukee Airport rules fly by council 
e,)cy-po 

BY KEVIN DOUGHERTY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Prospect Heights City Council 
has given preliminary approval to 
the first formal set of rules and reg-
ulations for Palwaukee Airport. 

The guidelines outline standards 
for commercial and refueling opera-
tions, requirements for flight in-
structors and safety codes. Prospect 
Heights owns the airport with the 
village of Wheeling, which is expect-
ed to vote on the rules and regula-
tions within the next couple of 
weeks. 

Prospect Heights 2nd Ward Alder-
man Warren G. Sunde voted against 
the guidelines because he wants 
stricter controls in some areas. 

"You just can't leave loopholes 
like that and hope an airport can be 
compatible with the people," Sunde  

said. 
Sunde wants to set a curfew on 

evening flights. The proposed plan 
would allow for flights after the con-
trol tower closes at 9 p.m., an option 
that pilots have had for years. The 
vast majority of the flights, howev-
er, occur while the tower is open. 

In addition, Sunde is concern 
about noise from airplane engines 
warming up or being tested. He 
would like to restrict such testing be-
tween 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. 

"If it (evening flights and engine 
testing) became a problem, we 
would do something about it," said 
Prospect Heights 3rd Ward Alder-
man Carey L. Chickerneo, who 
helped prepare the guidelines. "But 
at this point in time it is not a prob-
lem." 

Sunde is also proposing to limit 
the weight of aircraft that could use  

the airport to 65,000 pounds instead 
of the 77,000 pounds outlined in the 
plan. That would help reduce noise 
and extend the life of the main run-
way, Sunde says. 

Finally, the alderman takes issue 
with a provision that would allow 
people, under certain conditions, to 
store, keep, handle, use or transport 
radioactive waste materials at the 
airport. Sunde wants to prohibit such 
material entirely. 

"Why even have permission to 
handle waste at this airport?" Sunde 
said. "It's ludicrous." 

Chickerneo, who is a member of 
the Palwaukee Airport Commission, 
which spent 18 months drafting the 
guidelines, said Sunde is making 
something out of nothing. 

Since there currently are no for-
mal rules governing airport use,  

there are no checks against air-
planes that now might be handling 
such waste. The proposed guidelines 
would require notification and per-
mission. Chickerneo said the federal 
government, for example, allows 
semi-trucks to transport nuclear 
waste as long as the truck is clearly 
marked. No formal permission is 
needed. 

"I don't understand what Warren 
is so excited about," Chickerneo 
said. 

The proposed guidelines for 
Palwaukee are tougher than any 
other airport in the Chicago area, 
Chickerneo noted. 

"The pilots are not exactly jump-
ing for joy over the rules we got in 
place," Chickerneo said, "but they 
can live with them." 

Panel recommends firm for Palwaukee audit 
%Ivo  

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport's 
finance committee is recommending 
hiring a Chicago firm to conduct the 
airport's audit this year. 

The firm, C.F. Caufield & Co., sub-
mitted the lowest bid - $3,400 -
for an audit of the financial books at 
the airport, which is owned by 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights. The 
highest of the seven bids the airport 
received was from Arthur Andersen 
& Co. in Chicago, which quoted 
$6,000. 

Committee member Henry Levin, 
of  Prospect Heights, suggested hir- 

ing the second lowest bidder, Wolf, 
Weis & Horwitz CPAs in Rosemont, 
which quoted a cost of $3,700. 

Levin, who had worked at the 
Rosemont firm before retiring five 
years ago, said he was familiar and 
satisfied with the company's work. 
Levin added that he no longer has 
any connections with the firm and 
that smaller auditing companies 
give "more personal help" than larg-
er firms. 

But committee member Elizabeth 
Hartman and Airport Manager Fred 
Stewart said commissioners, who 
must approve the auditors, would 
question why the lowest bidder was 
not recommended. Levin abstained 

"  

when the committee voted to recom-
mend Caufield. 

The full commission likely will 
vote on the recommendation to hire 
Caulfield in the next couple of 
weeks. 

Last year, the Naperville firm of 
Karrison, Byrne, Jansey & Trimar-
co, Ltd. conducted the airport's audit 
for $2,500. 

The increase in costs is not unusu-
al, said Michael F. Zonsius, assistant 
airport manager for finance and ad-
ministration. 

The audit is expected to start in 
the beginning of May, and commis-
sioners will review the results in 
July. 



The 1990-91 budget at a glance 
Wheeling's $21.4 million spending proposal 
represents a 6.7 percent increase. 
Where the money goes 
Expense This year Last year Change 
Finance & administration $1,581,899 $1,084,432 + 45.9% 
Tax increment financing $1,928,978 $1,938,478 -0.5% 
Capital projects $478,710 $268,000 + 78.6% 
Community development $839,810 $894,734 -6.1% 
Police $3,632,855 $3,461,786 +5% 
Fire $2,214,752 $2,237,386 -10/0 
Bldg./veh. maintenance $519,380 $542,122 -4.2% 
Road & bridge $1,285,175 $1,220,045 + 5.3% 
Motor fuel tax $770,720 $587,615 + 31.2% 
Water & sewer fund $5,448,801 $5,152,789 + 5.7% 
Capital equipment fund $249,550 $245,175 +1.8% 
Pensions $399,650 $291,400 + 37% 
Bond & interest $2,687,488 $2,689,197 -0.06% 

Where the money comes from 
Revenue This year Last year Change 
Property taxes $3,935,931 $6,360,457 -38% 
TIF district $525,000 $330,000 + 59% 
Sales taxes $2,900,000 $2,750,000 + 5.5% 
Income taxes $1,500,000 $680,000 + 120% 
Road/bridge revenue $1,221,607 $1,217,515 +.34% 
Water/sewer revenue $3,410,000 $3,349,000 + 1.82% 
Sta?e gas tax $530,000 $470,000 + 12.8% 
License & permit Fees $286,500 $338,000 -15.2% 
BMWs $2,647,884 $2,747,737 -3.6% 

Where you can give your opinions 
A public hearing has not yet been scheduled, but one likely will be held at one of the 
April village board meetings, which are at 8 p.m. Mondays in the village hall, 255 W. 
Dundee Road. 
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Wheeling budgets re airs, improvements 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

New sidewalks, street lights and 
trees lining village parkways are a 
few of the proposals included in next 
fiscal year's $21.4 spending plan for 
Wheeling. 

The proposed spending plan — for 
the fiscal year beginning May 1 —
shows a 6.7 percent increase over 
this year's $20 million budget. It also 
includes funds for a new computer 
system in the village's finance de-
partment and a request for a new 
police officer to work directly with 
Wheeling schools to prevent students 
from getting involved with drugs, al-
cohol and gangs. 

Included in the proposed $5.4 mil-
lion water and sewer fund, which is 
up 5.7 percent from last year, is $1.5 
million for improvements to the san-
itary sewer system. A study conduct-
ed last year by a Wheaton engineer-
ing company found that 24 percent 
of the sewer overloads in town are 
caused by deficiencies in the vil-
lage's sewers and manholes, the 
holes in the ground used by workers 
to gain access to sewers. 

The village must make the repairs 
by July 1 in order to comply with the 
sewage flow standards set by the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District of Greater Chicago, where 
the village's sewage is discharged. 
However, Wheeling is eligible for a 
70 percent reimbursement for the 
design and construction from Build 
Illinois grant funds to comply with 
the federal Clean Water Act. 

Spending in the motor fuel tax 
fund is proposed to increase 31 per-
cent, from $587,615 to $770,720. Mo-
tor fuel tax is the tax drivers pay 
when buying gas and is distributed 
through the state to municipalities to 
use for street maintenance and im-
provements. 

The fund will be used in the vil-
lage's annual street improvement 
program, which includes curb and 
gutter repairs and replacements and 
several storm sewer extensions. 

Streets in the proposed $652,000 
program next fiscal year include: Al-
lendale, Quail Hollow, Diens and 
Pleasant Run drives, Glenn Avenue,  

Third Street, and Shawn, Janice, Mu-
riel and Jefferson courts. 

Also included in that fund is the 
cost for new traffic lights at the in-
tersection of Chaddick and Hintz 
roads. And temporary traffic signals 
may be installed at Lexington and 
Old McHenry roads. 

In addi :ion to street repairs, the 
village plans to remove and replace 
several deteriorating sidewalks as 
$128,710 is included in the $478,710 
capital projects fund. 

Sidewalks identified for improve-
ments include both sides of First 
Street north of Strong, both sides of 
Second Street north and south of 
Strong, both sides of Third Street 
north and south of Strong, and parts 
of Dundee and Wheeling roads. 

The capital projects fund, created 
in 1987, also includes $200,000 for a 
new computer system for the vil-
lage's finance department. The new 
system is needed to replace a 10-
year-old system that is no longer ad-
equate to handle the growth or fu-
ture expansion in the department, 
village Finance Director Robert W. 
Fialkowski said. 

Besides daily accounting data, the 
system will store information for 
utility billing, business/vehicle li-
censes and personnel/payroll. Instal-
lation is expected in April and should 
take about six to eight months to 
complete. 

The police department's proposed 
$3.6 million budget shows a slight in-
crease of nearly 5 percent for next 
year. The budget includes a request 
to hire a Drug Abuse Resistance Ed-
ucation (DARE) officer, who would 
visit village schools once a week and 
provide at least 45 minutes of writ-
ten and oral exercises for students. 
The exercises focus on peer pres-
sure, resistance training, self-con-
cept improvement, personal safety, 
decision-making with respect for 
laws, substance abuse and gangs. 

On the revenue side of the vil-
lage's proposed spending plan for 
1990-91, officials expect to collect 
only $17.4 million to pay for the 
$21.4 million budget. The difference 
will come from fund balances, which 
include money left over from previ-
ous years. 

Property tax revenues show the 
greatest decrease next year. Village 
officials expect to collect $616,369 in 
corporate taxes, about 71 percent 
less than what the village collected 
last year. That collection is lower 
because trustees lowered the levy by 
22 percent last year, in anticipation 
of additional money coming in from 
the temporary state income tax in-
crease. 

The village's share of state income 
taxes is expected to increase by 120 
percent, from $680,000 last year to 
$1.5 million this year. That increase, 
coupled with the quadrennial proper-
ty reassessment this year, is expect-
ed to boost the village coffers  

enough to make up for a decrease in 
the tax levy request. 

In fact, Village Manager Craig 
Anderson expects the village's tax 
rate to decrease significantly this 
year. 

With a current tax rate of i,'Lyti  
per $100 assessed valti ation, a  
Wheeling resident 

avio 
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f

a house with 
a m $126,940, pays 
aborA $317 in property taxes to the 
village. 

Although the new rate will not be 
known until later this summer when 
the county releases tax information, 
Anderson "What should happen 
is that the rate should go down. Peo-
ple should see a decrease." 

Board hopes consortium 
will cut tree purchase costs 
By Bob Kehoe 
Managing Editor 

After pooling resource with other 
municipalities to save money on 
insurance costs, the Village of Wheel-
ing is using the same principle to 
beautify local side streets and at the 
same time prune costs for replacing 

-nc re flan 250 dead trees. 
B joining the Suburban Tree Con- 

3ortium, Wheeling will join a number 
of other Chicago area municipalities 
in buying high quality trees at 
reduced prices while working with 
the communities on the study of for- 
estry issues. 

The village board's approval Mon- 
day of a $500 membership fee in the 
consortium is the first financial com-
mitment in what officials say will be a 
long-term investment in adding more 
trees to the local landscape. 

The first of about 70 trees the 
village purchase this year will be 

planted by the end of April. In future 
years, Village Manager Craig Ander- 

son said the village will increase its 
purchases to about 100 trees per year. 

ANDERSON SAID WHEELING 
will pay $250 per tree through the 
consortium and will spend about 
$30,000 in the first year of the pro-
gram. The village will take part in the 
consortium for a minimum of three 
years. 

Participation in the consortium is 
part of the village's commitment to an 
urban forestry management program 
aimed at replacing 259 village trees 
that have died since 1982. The pro-
gram also calls for increased attention 
on spraying and pruning trees. 

While the village will foot the bill 
for the costs of the forestry program, 
the village is considering implement-
ing a program that would allow resi-
dents to request trees be planted in 
the parkways in front of their homes. 
Anderson said if such a program is 
started, the village would likely ask 
residents to split the costs of the tree 

planting. 
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Buffalo Grove Police Chief Leo McCann stands next to the plaque signifying accreditation of the 
department by a national law enforcement organization. While some Northwest suburban 
departments believe accreditation is beneficial, others say the honor is not worth the cost. 

Daily Herald Photo/Bob Chwedyk 
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1993 date 
for major 
Palwaukee 
expansion ,min lIcrei Haoci. 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
officials say they will achieve 
some major long-term goals in 
1993 to improve safety condi-
tions at the airport. 

The goals include relocating 
the intersection at Wolf and 
Hintz roads and rerouting the 
Wheeling Drainage Ditch that 
runs through the airport and is 
owned by Wheeling and Pros-
pect Heights. 

Those and several other ob-
jectives are included in the air-
port's ambitious, five-year 
Transportation Improvement 
Proposal, which is updated and 
submitted each year to the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
for funding considerations. 

The FAA funds 90 percent of 
the cost of improvement proj-
ects, while the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation the air-
port each pay 5 percent. 

A less ambitious alternative 
plan spreads the projects over a 
12-year period, because it is 
likely not all of the projects can 
be funded within five years. 

Those future development 
plans were the topic Monday of 
a joint meeting between mem-
bers of the Wheeling village 
board, Prospect Heights city 
council, Palwaukee Airport 
Commission. 

"1993 is a real banner year 
and a real target year," Airport 
Manager Fred E. Stewart said. 
"We finally reach one of our 
major goals of relocating the 
Wolf-Hintz intersection." 

For years, airport officials 
have been discussing relocating 
the intersection, which must be 
moved west because, according 
to FAA standards, the airport's 
main runway ends too close to 
the roads. 

In addition, the drainage 
ditch also will be rerouted, be-
cause it also is too close to the 
runway and places too many re-
strictions on developing the 
property around it. 

During this year and next 
year, the airport will continue 
to acquire land at the Hintz-
Wolf intersection. A second fuel 
service may locate on the east 
side of the airport by 1994. 

About two years ago, Police Chief 
Ronald Pavlock decided to take a 
good, hard look at the Mount Pros-
pect Police Department. 

He decided to upgrade and im-
prove things and thought a good way 
to do it would be through earning na-
tional accreditation for the depart-
ment. 

Through the accreditation process, 
the police department was forced to 
review its policies, such as how to 
handle use of force. They also exa-
mined the jail cells where prisoners 
are held. 

Although Mount Prospect spent 
roughly $100,000 to make improve-
ments in order to become accredit-
ed, Pavlock said the cost was well 
worth the honor. 

"We are very proud," Pavlock 
said. "There were more rewards 
than costs. You put a lot of work into 
it, but when it's over you hold your 
head up high." 

Like hospitals and colleges, many 
Northwest suburban police depart-
ments are working to obtain the pla-
que that boasts national accredita-
tion. 

For them, achieving accreditation 
from the Virginia-based Commission 
on Accreditation for Law Enforce-
ment Agencies, Inc. — the only 
agency in the nation that handles the 
process — is like being awarded the 
Good Housekeeping seal of law en-
forcement. 

Of the nation's 20,000 law enforce-
ment agencies, only 134 are ac-
credited. Those Illinois police de-
partments that have earned accredi-
tation are Mount Prospect, Buffalo 
Grove, Schaumburg, Palatine, Wil-
mette, Glenview, Skokie, St. Charles, 
Evanston, Palos Heights and the Illi-
nois State Police. 

"We had a very fortunate experi-
ence," Pavlock said of earning ac-
creditation. "It was about two years 
of self analysis." 

But some departments choose not 
to pursue accreditation, mainly be-
cause working towards some of the 

1  950 rigid standards — ranging from 
uniform inspections to written pro-
cedure policies — can simply prove 
to be too expensive. 

Last year, alderman in Rolling 
Meadows decided the $362,345 price 
tag to initiate changes that would  

help them earn accreditation was 
too costly. 

But "most of our policies comply 
with the accreditation standards," 
Deputy Chief Richard Hammer said. 

Like Rolling Meadows, the Hoff-
man Estates Police Department 
adheres to standards outlined in the 
48-chapter accreditation handbook, 
even though they are not accredited. 
Hoffman Estates, as well as Arling-
ton Heights, Elk Grove Village, 
Wheeling, and Hanover Park police 
departments are working towards 
accreditation. 

The national commission says ac-
creditation helps maintain a stan-
dard of professional performance 
for police. It also encourages com-
munity input and provides state-of-
the art guidelines for evaluation, a 
"proactive" management system, 
and sometimes reduces the cost of 
the department's liability insurance. 

Frank Leahy, director of head-
quarters operations for the commis-
sion, said aside from the initial $100 
application fee, the cost of accredi-
tation varies from department to de-
partment. 

"It really depends on the agency's 
size," Leahy said. "The biggest item 
can be documenting policies and 
procedures. That's a lot of effort in 
terms of manpower. Also, some-
times a holding facility will have to 
be upgraded to care for persons put 
in the holding facility." 

Pavlock said Mount Prospect had 
to 'spend about $80,000 to install 
lights, vents and doors to upgrade 
their holding facility "which did not 
meet with local codes, so it should 
have been done anyway." 

Schaumburg police were the first 
in the state to earn accreditation, 
spending between $30,000 and 
$50,000 while making few changes. 

But Buffalo Grove Deputy Chief 
Ronald L. Gozdecki said they spent 
little — about $5,500 — to make im-
provements because administrators 
were planning a new police building 
at the time they applied for accredi-
tation. Gozdecki said they will con-
tinue to spend $2,300 over each of 
the next five years for re-accredita-
tion. 

However, when considering 
whether or not to earn accreditation, 
Rolling Meadows Commander Doug-
las Larsson told officials a big prob-
lem with the program is the rigid 
standards, which make renewing the  

accreditation difficult once it is at-
tained. Police departments must re-
new their accreditation every five 
years. 

"Losing accreditation may look 
worse than never having it at all," 
Larsson said. 

Mundelein Police Chief Wallace E. 
Frasier said he has considered the 
program for his department and has 
not yet ruled it out as a possibility. 
However, Frasier said the benefits 
don't seem to be worth the effort. 

"For the time and effort you spend 
putting it together the payback 
doesn't seem that beneficial," he  

said. "I think that our level of ser-
vice is equal to accredited depart-
ments. Just because you're accredit-
ed doesn't mean that you are able to 
offer more." 

But Pavlock believes accredita-
tion does help departments offer 
more to the residents they serve. 

"It does increase efficiency," 
Pavlock said. "And accreditation in-
cludes items such as getting feed-
back from the community about ser-
vice and then upgrading it. You sur-
vey the community and find out 
what they expect." 

Palatine Deputy Chief Walt Gasior  

said he does not think there is an ob-
jective difference. "I don't think it's 
fair to say that accredited depart-
ments are better than unaccredited 
departments," Gasior said. "It's just 
too intangible of a comparison and 
too difficult to measure if there is a 
difference." 

But Leahy argues police depart-
ments maintain their professional-
ism by taking a close look at things 
like policies, juvenile services, inves-
tigations, recruitment, community 
relations, and deployment of person-
nel 

Police departments wear national accreditation proudly 
thilf ,ict9 0 

By SANDRA DYBAL 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 



Wheeling Fire Chief Bernie Koeppen, who is retiring at the end of the month after 43 years in the top slot, stands by one of the 
village's lime-green fire engines. Koeppen's replacement is expected to be named by March 30.

Daily Herald Photo/Joe Lewnard 
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Fire chief answers retirement call 

• 

Wheeling Fire Chief Bernhardt 0. 
Koeppen has a burning desire to rest 
when he retires at the end of the 
month. 

And after 43 years of fighting 
fires, Koeppen — the village's first 
full-time fire chief — deserves it. 

"I don't want to work hard any-
more," said Koeppen, who's known 
simply as "Bernie" by most every-
one in town. "I want to rest." 

Koeppen's days in the top slot are 
numbered. He keeps track of the 
countdown to "D-day" on a calender 
from Alexis Fire Equipment Co., 
which is tacked to the wall behind 
his desk. 

"I'm looking forward to it," Koep-
pen, 65, said of his retirement March 
31. "'Course I've got mixed emotions 
about it. But after awhile that gets 
out of your bloodstream." 

Village Manager Craig Anderson 
expects to name Koeppen's replace-
ment by the end of the month. The 
new chief would take over a few 
weeks later, Anderson said. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The climb up the administrative 
ladder came as a matter of course 
for Koeppen, who began as a volun-
teer firefighter in Wheeling in 1947. 
At that time, Koeppen — a descen-
dent of one of Wheeling's pioneers, 
Friedrich Koeppen — was the yard 
foreman at McIntyre Lumber & Sup-
ply. The lumber store now is home to 
Wicks Furniture, located west of the 
fire station on Dundee Road. 

Back then, all 32 firefighters were 
volunteers and were called to duty 
by loud, outdoor sirens set off by the 
telephone operator. The fire station, 
which housed one fire truck, was lo-
cated in a garage at the old village 
hall on Milwaukee Avenue. The 
building has since been moved to 251 
N. Wolf Road and is now the Wheel-
ing Historical Society Museum. 

In 1950, Koeppen became the as-
sistant fire chief in the still all-vol-
unteer department, which had 
moved to 312 E. Dundee Road near 
the Dunkin Donuts and Sportmart. 

That year, Wheeling's population 
was 916. From 1950 to 1960, the 
number of Wheeling residents in-
creased 683 percent. 

-ynari . Cie)  
Continued from Page I brother, Bob, another firefighter 
 who was following him, rescued him. 
have in the city of Chicago," Koep- "I always remember that," Koep- 
pen said. "But the more people you pen said. "If it wouldn't have been 
have the more fires you have..... In for him (following) behind me, I 
any fire there's a certain amount of don't know if I'd be here today. It's 
being scared because you never one of those types of jobs where you 
know what you're getting into." walk into the unknown." 

For Koeppen, one incident stands Not everyone was as lucky as 
out in particular. Koeppen. In the early evening of 

In early 1967, Wheeling fire- Feb. 18, 1963, two 9-year-olds were 
fighters were battling a house fire. It playing with matches in a home un-
was about 11 p.m. when Koeppen der construction. A fire ensued and 
was walking through the house the both were killed in the blaze. 
floor caved. He fell seven feet, land- Since Koeppen joined the depart- 
ing in the basement. Koeppen's ment, fires have claimed the lives of 

With the sudden population explo-
sion, came a need for increased fire 
protection, and Koeppen, who has 
never lived anywhere but Wheeling, 
was appointed chief in 1954. He be-
came the first full-time employee of 
the Wheeling Fire Department in 
1969. 

A year later, another full-time 
firefighter was added to the depart-
ment and gradually more full-time 
employees were hired to bring the 
department to its current staff of 41 
full-time employees and 14 paid-on-
call volunteers. 

"It was a major change putting on 
full-time" firefighters, Koeppen 
said. "We felt it was going to be a 
touchy thing but it went smoothly." 

The department continued to ex-
pand and upgrade. Even its fleet has 
increased to 10 vehicles, including 
three ambulances equipped with ad-
vanced life-saving apparatus and a 
hazardous material squad car. 

In fact, Koeppen is credited with 
designing an innovative fire engine 
reel hose to replace the obsolete 
folding hose. 

seven people in town. 
"In 43 years," he says, "I guess we 

could be considered pretty lucky." 
Fires aside, the village also has 

"lost" and gained employees. One 
would think that a front-line observ-
er of 43 years of village politics 
would have some interesting tales to 
tell. 

On the contrary for Koeppen, who 
reluctantly admits that his long-time 
knee problems may have started af-
ter the 1967 fall he took. He likes to 
keep controversy at a minimum. 

"I've seen a lot of mayors, lots of 
managers, lots of trustees come and  

department on the map by becoming 
one of the first departments in the 
nation to paint the village's fire en-
gines lime green. 

"Red is dead," Koeppen said. 
The change was made after a 

study concluded the color red cannot 
be seen at night. The study also 
showed that lime-green hits the 
spectrum of the eye quicker than 
any other color, Koeppen said. 

"The biggest change in the fire 
service was in 1974 when we put the 
first paramedics on," Koeppen said. 
"That has been one of the biggest ac-
complishments. ... These guys take 
so much pride in their work. When 
you see a guy come back after sav-
ing someone — these guys are just 
like little kids that just got a new 
toy. They're so geared up because 
everything went right." 

Although Wheeling's growth never 
quite equalled a booming metropolis, 
the village had its share of fires — 
e7ough to take a toll on those bat-
tling the blazes. 

"We don't have the fires like they 
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go over the years," Koeppen said. " 
tried to keep out of politics. Whoever 
I worked for I said I'd give you my 
best. I feel I was being honest, sin-
cere and humble." 

His relaxed attitude over the 
years, won't change after March 31. 
In between resting, Koeppen's future 
plans include traveling in the States, 
fishing with his grandchildren and 
taking care of his daughter's yard. 

"It's been gratifying," Koeppen 
said. "It's been a good job. It's just 
an awful lot of satisfaction to be able 
to help. We're known as the good 
guys. We wear the white hats." 

e 
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Firefi hters welcome mediator • 
inxi,1509  
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling firefighters and village 
officials will meet for the first time 
with a federal mediator Friday in an 
effort to negotiate a new contract. 

Although the two sides have held 
60 contract negotiating sessions 
since June 1988, they have been un-
able to reach a new agreement, said 
Bart Burns, president of the Wheel-
ing Firefighters Association. After 
hitting a stalemate in January, union 
firefighters asked that an outside 
party join the talks to help negotiate 
a settlement. 

Firefighters, who have not 
received pay raises since April 1988, 
continue to work under the terms of  

the contract that expired April 30, 
1986. 

With about 60 issues to negotiate, 
nearly half are still on the table, 
Burns said. "The need for some out-
side assistance is definitely called 
for," Burns said. "This thing has 
dragged on for much too long. Half 
of the issues are still unsolved. We 
hope the mediator will bring reality 
and issues to the table to aid us in 
reaching an agreement." 

Village negotiators want to keep 
the bargaining discussions private. 
Personnel matters are generally ex-
empt from public discussion under 
the Illinois Open Meetings Act. 

"We're optimistic about the me-
diation process," Village Attorney 
James A. Rhodes said. "Mediation  

will assist us in negotiating out the 
final terms." Both sides are set to 
meet with the mediator from the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliatory 
Services at 9 a.m. Friday at the fire 
station, 255 W. Dundee Road. 

Negotiations between the two 
sides began in June 1986, when the 
firefighters asked to include six lieu-
tenants in its bargaining unit. The 
village objected so firefighters peti-
tioned the Illinois Labor Relations 
Board. 

The labor board ruled in the un-
ion's favor, and the village appealed. 
The Illinois Appellate Court upheld 
the labor board's decision. 

The village is now waiting for the 
Illinois Supreme Court to rule on the 
case. 



Mediator will join firefighter talks Friday 
By Bob Kehoe 
Managing Editor c S_-resolve their differences. 

- 70  seem more than willing to try again to 

It may note 
 
aswidely covered as 

the major league baseball lockout, but 
the ongoing labor dispute between 
the Village of Wheeling and its fire-
fighters is no less complex. 

In fact, there seems little doubt 
Chicago's boys of summer will hit the 
field before the village and fire-
fighters sign a new deal. 

With their last contract expiring on 
April 30, 1985, the ongoing disagree-
ment between firefighters and man-
agement covers all of the bases -
hours, working conditions and salary. 

Working without a pay raise since 
the 1987-88 fiscal year, the fire-
fighters have continued talking with 
management even though points of 
agreement have come at roughly the 
pace of Chicago White Sox victories. 

BUT AS REPRESENTATIVES for 
both parties return to the table for 
another round of talks Friday, there 
will be one major difference. A media-
tor will be present. 

Hopeful that an impartial third 
party can bring progress to the pro-
tracted bargaining process, both sides  

"I'm hopeful this will lead to an 
agreement. As far as I'm concerned, 
I'd like to avoid arbitration at almost 
any cost," said Bart Burns, president 
of the Wheeling Firefighters Associa-
tion. 

"Hopefully the mediator will pro-
vide a constructive awakening and 
find out what the parameters are of 
the two sides and determine whether 
there is any room for movement on 
the issues," said Village Attorney 
James Rhodes. 

BURNS AND RHODES are reluc-
tant to discuss in detail the areas of 
disagreement. If there is any bitter-
ness between them over the way 
things have gone to this point, they 
are concealing it well. 

Rhodes, in fact, insists the lengthy 
talks are merely the by-product of 
philosophical rather than political or 
personal differences. Moreover, he 
said that it is difficult to pinpoint any 
one area that could be called the main 
reason for the impasse. 

Money has come up as an issue, he 
said, but it has not been the major 
stumbling block, a point Burns con-
firms. 

With roughly 60 issues originally 
placed on the table during the talks 
and only about half of them resolved, 
Burns and Rhodes are hoping media-
tion will bring movement. Rhodes, 
however, said he will take a "wait and 
see" approach before deciding on 
how much mediation will help spur an 
agreement. 

ONE THING HE stressed is that 
the labor dispute Wheeling is having 
with its firefighters is not unique. 
Hoffman Estates and Schaumburg are 
both involved in mediation aimed at 
bringing progress to stalled contract 
talks with their respective fire-
fighters. Arlington Heights, Rhodes 
said, just settled with its firefighters 
after filing for arbitration. Skokie is 
already involved in arbitration with 
its firefighters, he said. 

The inability to reach a contract 
agreement is one of two major issues 
to be resolved between Wheeling and 
its firefighters. The Illinois Supreme 
Court will rule on another lengthy 
dispute between the parties over 
whether lieutenants should be includ-
ed in the firefighters' bargaining unit. 
A ruling in that matter is expected 
soon. 

Cop's disciplinary hearing 
is slated to resume tonight 
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Wheeling police officer Adrian 
Russell will take the stand again 
tonight (Thursday) to defend himself 
against charges of incompetence. 

The hearing before the village 
police and fire commission will 
resume at 7 p.m. in the council cham-
bers of the Wheeling Municipal Build-
ing, 255 W. Dundee Road. 

Russell could face dismissal from 
the force if the commission finds 
against him on the charges filed by 
Police Chief Michael Haeger 

Russell is charged with letting a 
potentially dangerous suspect return 
to his car in a 1989 case in which 
police backups responding to the 
same call later found a loaded hand-
gun in the suspect's car. Haeger also 
charged that Russell released a bur-
glary suspect he found 200 feet from 
the site of the crime in a separate 
1989 case. The suspect who was 
released was later charged with com-
mitting the burglary. 

ATTORNEY STEVE CULLITON, 
representing Haeger, said Russell had 
been warned in the first incident that 
the suspect might be armed and dan-
gerous. In the second incident, Culli-
ton said Russell had just graduated 
from a training course on the proper 
way to stop and question suspects 
when he let the burglary suspect go. 

Attorney Jeffrey Truschke, repre-
senting Russell, will begin calling wit-
nesses in Russell's defense after the 
prosecution rests its case. 

Outside the hearing, Truschke  

claimed that Russell's history of disci-
plinary charges and suspensions 
since 1982 might have stemmed from 
his testimony in another disciplinary 
hearing on charges filed against the 
village's only black officer, Robert 
Pressley in 1982. 

In 1983 Pressley filed a discrimina-
tion suit against Haeger and the 
Wheeling Police Department, charg-
ing that disciplinary actions taken 
against Pressley were racially moti-
vated. The Pressley suit is expected to 
begin April 16 at the Dirksen Federal 
Building in Chicago. 

RUSSELL WAS SUSPENDED five 
times for various reasons since he 
joined the force in 1978. 

An attorney representing Haeger 
denied last week that the charges 
against Russell have anything to do 
with Pressley's racial discrimination 
suit. 

Truschke claimed that Russell's 
problems with the department also 
stemmed from his testimony in the 
1982 case, when Pressley was 
charged with having sex with a wom-
an in a van parked outside a Wheeling 
restaurant. 

William Kurnik, an attorney repre-
senting Haeger in the Pressley suit, 
said last week that Russell's testimo-
ny in that case was "insignificant." 
Kurnik predicted that Russell's testi-
mony in the upcoming racial discrimi-
nation suit won't play a significant 
role that suit. 

THE CHARGES AGAINST Pres-
sley in the 1982 case were later dis-
missed. 
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BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees Monday unan-
imously agreed to hire two new 
police officers, including one who 
would replace an officer assigned 
to a new elementary schools beat. 

Officer Christina Parr, who has 
been on the police department for 
3% years, will be the Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education officer for 
Wheeling, Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said. 

One of the new officers would 
replace Parr as a patrol officer. 
The other officer would fill a va-
cancy on the department when Sgt. 
Jack Kimsey retires in June after 
32 years on the force. 

The additions bring the total 

number of police officer positions 
to 41. The starting annual salary 
for a Wheeling police officer is 
$27,117. 

As DARE officer, Parr will visit 
each school once a week and pro-
vide at least 45 minutes of written 
and oral exercises for students. 
The exercises focus on peer pres-
sure resistance training, self-con-
cept improvement, personal safe-
ty, decision-making with respect 
for laws, substance abuse and 
gangs. 

"We think it's real important 
that they start at a younger age to 
get that kind of a program going in 
school," Village President Sheila 
H. Schultz said. 

To prepare for her new duties, 
Parr recently participated in an 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Residents of two housing subdivi-
sions along Dundee Road are re-
questing that Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove officials erect a traffic light 
at an intersection they say is danger-
ous. 

The intersection at Dundee Road, 
Huntington Lane and Lake Boule-
vard is dangerous for drivers at-
tempting to turn onto Dundee from 
the two subdivisions on either side of 
the main thoroughfare through 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove, resi-
dents say. 

"We urge you to act before there 
is any serious accident or injury to 
any resident of either Buffalo Grove 
or Wheeling," said Norm H. 
Bergslien, who at a recent Wheeling 
village board meeting represented 
the Arlington Club subdivision, 
which is on the north side of Dundee 
Road in Wheeling. 

Bergslien and Martin Kramer, 
who was representing Cambridge on 
the Lake condominiums, presented 
village board members with peti-
tions, which they say, contain 435 
signatures from residents of Arling-
ton Club and 327 signatures from 
Cambridge residents. Cambridge on 
the Lake is on the south side of Dun-
dee Road in Buffalo Grove. 

The petitions urge village officials 
to erect a traffic control light at the 

pley Ops Wheeling officer in hearing 
i jerc 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN
i  

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Schedule is set 
on intersection 
relocation plan 
After years of planning, some 
key projects that will lead to 
improvements at Palwaukee 
Airport are getting off the 
ground.

3-iP 9Q 
By Bob Kehoe 
Managi Editor D y5 1 1),-.." 

O 
The long-planned relocation of the 

Hintz Road-Wolf Road intersection 
and the rerouting of the Wheeling 
Drainage Ditch at Palwaukee Airport 
should be completed over the next 
three years. 

The two undertakings are among a 
bevy of projects, with a combined 
price tag of $83.5 million, scheduled 
for the airport over the next 10 to 12 
years. These and other matters were 
outlined Monday for Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights officials, whose 
municipalities jointly own the airport. 

In reviewing the intersection 
relocation plan, village officials were 
pleased to learn that the work won't 
cause major traffic interruptions. 

Instead, the plan calls for building 
two bridges in separate locations over 
the Wheeling Drainage Ditch and out 
of the right-of-way. 

As a result, traffic will be rerouted 
around the heavily-traveled 
intersection during the realignment 
process, rather than closing portions 
of the roadways. 

"There should be no significant 
disruption of traffic," Village 
Manager Craig Anderson said. 

IN ADDITION TO relocating the 
intersection farther away from airport 
runways as a safety measure, traffic 
signals will also be added to the 
intersection. 

Intersection 
(Continued from page 5) 

Anderson said construction of the 
bridges will cost about $2 million, 
with land acquisition needed for the 
work estimated at $8 million. As with 
all of the work planned at the airport, 
Anderson said funding will largely 
come from the federal government. 

Of the total $83.5 million in 
planned expenditures, Anderson said 
about $49 million will come from 
federal sources, while the local share 
of the costs will come to about $28 
million. 

The state will also pay for some of 
the costs. 

Local costs, he said, would be 
funded solely from airport revenues 
and would not be shouldered by local 
taxpayers. 

"I'm very optimistic about 
Palwaukee Airport," said Fred 
Stewart, airport manager. "We've 
been told we have the support of the 
state and federal government, and if 
we get that, I'll be just as happy as can 
be." 

ALL OF THE planned airport 
work, Anderson said, was strongly 
encouraged by the Federal Aviation 
Administration to help improve 
safety. 

As for the drainage ditch 
relocation, Anderson said it will be 
rerouted away from its present 
location in the middle of the airport. 
The ditch would be routed under 
Hintz Road and turn south at the 
southern border of the Twin Drive-In 
before heading east to the Des Plaines 
River. An environmental impact study 
must be completed before that plan 
can proceed. 

Although these two projects will be  

the most noticeable to motorists and 
those who live near the airport, other 
major activities center around land 
acquisition and the demolition of 
existing buildings near the site. The 
acquired parcels will add open space 
around the airport and its runways. 

The planned demolition of the 
Hangar Restaurant at the corner of 
Palatine and Milwaukee Road will be 
one of the changes to the landscape, 
Anderson said. 

"THE HANGAR Restaurant has to 
be demolished at some point and, 
frankly, we'd like to dress that area 
up," Anderson said. 

Adding one to two fixed-base 
operators to the airport also is on the 
agenda. The operators would 
primarily offer services to plane 
operators. 

COMMUNITY BRIEF'S 
3 

Village president 
to address club 

Wheeling Village President Sheila 
Shultz will address the ZONTA Club 
of Northwest Cook County Area at 
6:30 p.m. Monday at the Palm Court 
Restaurant, 1912 N. Arlington 
Heights Road, Arlington Heights. 
She will address the status of women 
in community service. Shultz, whois 
a candidate for Cook County Board 
of Commissioners, is the president of 
the Northeastern Illinois Planning 
Commission, vice president of the 
Illinois Municipal League, an ap-
pointed member of the Cook County 
Community Development Block 
Grant Advisory Committee and em-
ployed as the head of the circulation 
department at the Indian Trails Pub-
lic Library District in Wheeling. For 
more information call Dolores 
Bricker at 2532340, ext. 552. 

Actions by a Wheeling police of-
ficer during two incidents last 
year "defy all logic" attorney Ste-
ven Culliton said late Thursday 
during closing arguments in a dis-
ciplinary hearing for a 12-year po-
lice department veteran. 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael 
F. Haeger is charging officer Adri-
an D. Russell with incompetence 
and unsatisfactory job perform-
ance. 

Haeger is requesting the village 
fire and police commission dismiss 
Russell from the department for 
his involvement in two separate 
incidents last year. 

"Officer Russell exposed him- 

self and exposed two officers to se-
rious danger," said Culliton, 
Haeger's attorney. "This defies all 
logic. This defies all rational po-
lice work." 

Culliton was referring to a Feb. 
16, 1989 incident in which Russell 
stopped a man near Crescent 
Cardboard where the man's wife 
worked. The man, a Chicago police,  
officer on mental disability leave, 
was left unattended near his vehi-
cle while Russell went back to his 
squad car to answer a call from a 
deputy police chief. 

Russell had testified that he 
didn't believe the man was "vio-
lent and hostile." 

After two officers arrived on the 
scene, they found a loaded gun 
with about 80 rounds of ammuni- 

tion inside the man's truck. 
"He's a damn good police offi-

cer," Russell's attorney James R. 
Truschke, said in his dramatic 
closing statement. 

Although a retired Illinois state 
police captain testified on Rus-
sell's behalf, village attorney 
James Rhodes, who was presiding 
over the trial-like hearing, reject-
ed testimony from a Winnetka po-
lice official and a retired Niles 
sargeant saying they were not 
qualified as expert witnesses. 

Rhodes also refused the playing 
of the department's radio dispatch 
tape recorded during one of the in-
cidents. 

Commissioners were expected 
to make a ruling on the case by 
early Friday morning. 

Wheeling to hire two new police officers 3--,;c, 90  
80-hour Illinois State Police train-
ing program in Springfield. Al-
though Parr met with some stu-
dents Monday at Holmes Junior 
High School, where she may act as 
a liaison officer, she won't start 
the new beat until May, Anderson 
said. 

The request for the new officers 
is included in the police depart-
ment's $3.6 million proposed budg-
et for next year, which has yet to 
be approved by trustees. 

Approving the two hirings Mon-
day allows the officers to be en-
rolled in next month's police acad-
emy training course. That way, the 
department remains at full staff, 
and the new officers would not 
have to wait until another training 
session is offered. 

Residents petition two towns 
for traffic light at intersection 

. 3 - A/ -q0  
intersection as soon as possible. 

Representatives from the two sub-
divisions also made the same plea 
and presented copies of the petitions 
to members of the Buffalo Grove vil-
lage board. 

The intersection is one included in 
a study the village conducted last 
summer that found the intersection 
met criteria to warrant traffic sig-
nals. Although there were no acci-
dents reported during 1986-1988 at 
the intersection, the study recom-
mended a traffic signal be installed 
there. 

Village Manager Craig Anderson 
said the village is waiting on a re-
sponse from the Illinois Department 
of Transportation to determine how 
much money the state agency would 
contribute to the cost of the traffic 
signal. 

Wheeling is responsible for Hunt-
ington Lane, while Buffalo Grove 
takes in Lake Boulevard and the 
state transportation agency main-
tains Dundee Road. Wheeling esti-
mates the cost of construction at 
$78,100. 

"The cost of the light based on one 
fatality is certainly going to be 
worth the cost of the light," Kramer 
said. "One more traffic signal out of 
a dozen on Dundee Road won't make 
a difference." 

Said Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz: "We will continue to do 
what we can to move that along." 
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Palwaukee eyes 2nd fuel service business 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport offi-
cials may seek proposals for a sec-
ond fuel service business as early as 
1992. 

The airport, which is owned by 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights, has 
only one fuel company, Priester Avi-
ation Service. Besides fuel, Prie-
ster's service offers aircraft storage, 
maintenance, sales, rental and en-
gine accessories. 

A second fuel service business, or  

Fixed Base Operator, would break 
up Priester's monopoly and provide 
competition for service at the air-
port, officials say. 

Included in the airport's recently 
proposed Capital Improvement Pro-
gram, which spreads projects over a 
12-year period, is a plan to request 
proposals for a second FBO in 1992. 
The second FBO would be located on 
the east side of the airport in 1994, 
according to the plan. 

The 12-year proposal includes 
other major safety improvement 
projects, which airport officials have  

submitted to the Federal Aviation 
Administration for funding consider-
ation under the agency's Transporta-
tion Improvement Proposal pro-
gram. That ambitious plan, which 
must be updated and resubmitted 
every five years, is more like a 
"wish list" of airport projects be-
cause not all of the projects can be 
funded within five years. 

The FAA pays for 90 percent of all 
improvement projects. Construction 
of an FBO, however, would not be 
eligible for federal funding because 
it involves a private business. The  

remaining 10 percent is shared 
equally by the Illinois Department of 
Transportation and the airport. 

"We understand that there will be 
another FBO," said Charles E. Prie-
ster, president of Priester Aviation 
Service. "I think it's proper. As long 
as operating rules and obligations (of 
the two businesses) are equal, that's 
fine." 

The two communities bought the 
airport from Priester in December 
1986. Last year, the communities 
agreed to take over all maintenance 
at the airport from Priester. 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Dru education officer in hirings proposal 
IMO lb 11 lq 
If Wheeling trustees approve hir-

ing two police officers this month, 
they will, in effect, approve the po-
lice chief's request to hire a police 
officer to work directly with stu-
dents. 

In the police department's pro-
posed $3.6 million budget, Police 
Chief Michael F. Haeger is request-
ing a Drug Abuse Resistance Educa-
tion (DARE) officer. 

The officer would visit each vil-
lage school once a week and provide 
students with exercises focusing on 
peer pressure resistance train4 

Anderson said he is requesting the 
hirings now so that the new officers 
could be enrolled when the next po-
lice academy training course is of-
fered in mid-April. That way, the de-
partment would remain at full staff, 
and the officers would not have to 
wait until another training session is 
offered, Anderson said. 

Meanwhile, students in the gifted 
program at Wheeling's Holmes Jun-
ior High School, where the DARE of-
ficer may act as a liaison, will at-
tend Monday's meeting as part of 
their Student Government Day.  

self-concept improvement, personal 
safety, decision-making with respect 
for laws, substance abuse and gangs. 

Village Manager Craig Anderson 
said he will ask trustees Monday to 
approve hiring an officer to replace 
the DARE officer, who would likely 
be a current village police officer. 
Anderson also will ask trustees to 
approve hiring another patrol officer 
to fill a vacancy expected on the de-
partment when Sgt. Jack Kimsey re-
tires in June after 32 years of ser-
vice. 

The top meeting 
Who: Wheeling Village 
Board 

Where: Wheeling Viilage 
Hall, 255 W. Dunr.4ee 
Road. 

When: 8 p.m. Monday 

Chica • 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Village honors 
retiring fire chief 

Wheeling Village President Sheila 
H. Schultz has declared Friday as 
"Fire Chief Bernhardt 0. Koeppen 
Day" in the village. 

Koeppen, who is retiring at the 
end of the month as the village's first 
full-time fire chief, also was award-
ed a plaque from the village honor-
ing his "43 years of devoted service 
to the village." 

"I felt proud and gracious that I 
was part of the village and helped 
shape it's destiny through all the 
many years," said Koeppen, who is 
65. 

Schultz announces 
`Contribution Day' 

Schultz also proclaimed May 3 as 
"A Lifetime of Contribution Day" in 
recognition of the theme for the Sec-
ond Annual Senior Citizen Celebra-
tion Day. 

The celebration day, which is cos- 

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 
• I 

GOP board winners 40 
both dead and alive 

firm rejected rejected for Palwaukee audit td-La- 3-al- go 

ponsored by the Northwest Suburban 
High School District 214 community 
education program and the village of 
Wheeling, is designed to encourage 
and develop programs and activities 
to meet the needs of District 214 and 
Wheeling residents. 

Wheeling establishes 
.`Prayer Week' 

Schultz declared the week of April 
29 through May 5 "Concert of Pray-
er Week." 

In addition, the first Thursday of 
May each year will be Wheeling Day 
of Prayer. All residents will be en-
couraged to "participate in daily in-
dividual prayer and provide prayer-
ful support for government and busi-
ness leaders to provide wise, 
courageous and ethical leadership 
'under God' at the local level through 
to the international level," according 
to the proclamation. 

Copies of the proclamation will be 
sent to each house of worship within 
the village to publicize the Day of 
Prayer and Concert of Prayer. 

Village sets 
charity tag day 

The Salvation Army will conduct a 
tag day in Wheeling on June 1 and 
June 2. 

Trustees unanimously approved 
the tag day for the not-for-profit or-
ganization, based in Chicago, which 
will conduct the fund-raiser at shop-
ping centers and all village stores. 

Wheeling approves 
staff reclassifications 

A Lake Bluff consulting firm re-
classified the current positions and 
pay plans for Wheeling's 20 clerical 
staff at the village hall. 

Trustees approved the results of 
the study started last fall by the 
PAR  Group, Paul A. Reaume, Ltd. in 

Lake Bluff. The study was conducted 
to eliminate some of the inaccura-
cies and deficiencies that crept into 
the village's classification system 
over the years. 

According to the results of the 
evaluation, a finance clerk, which 
falls under the category of fiscal as-
sistant, would have a starting pay of 
$15,712 a year, with the highest pay 
at $22,109. 

Most of the village's clerical staff, 
such as secretary/typists, license 
and permit clerks, fall under the cat-
egory of office associate and would 
receive a starting annual salary of 
$18,189, according to the evaluation. 

Although the reclassification may 
have lowered some pay ranges for 
certain employees, they will not see 
a decrease in salary. Rather, their 
pay will be frozen until it synchron-
izes with the pay range of the posi-
tion. 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commissioners will not hire a Chi-
cago firm for the airport's annual 
audit because, they said, the com-
pany does not have its own tele- 
phone. 

Commissioner Dan Quiery said 
Wednesday that when he recently 
tried to contact the firm, C.F. Cau-
field & Co. in Chicago, he "had dif-
ficulty reaching them" because the 
company's telephone number was 
listed under a law office number. 

The auditing firm shares an off-
ice, switchboard and telephone 
number with the law firm of 
McCracken & Walsh, said Michael 
F. Zonsius, assistant airport mana- 

ger for finance and administra- 
tion. 

"The size of the firm is import-
ant to us," said Commissioner 
Henry Levin, who abstained when 
the airport's finance committee 
voted to recommend Canfield ear-
lier this month. "1 would not go 
with a larger firm because we're 
lost in all the accounts.... They do 
not have their own phone number. 
It's unusual that they don't have 
their own firm — that they're that 
small. We would have trouble 
reaching them." 

However, a call to directory as-
sistance gave a Chicago telephone 
number for Caufield. There was no 
answer to calls late Wednesday. 

The airport's finance committee 
had recommended hiring Canfield  

because the firm submitted the 
lowest bid — $3,400 — to review 
this year's books at the airport. 

All but one commissioner, 
Chairman Robert Strauss, rejected 
Canfield. Then commissioners 
unanimously approved hiring the 
next lowest bidder, Wolf, Weis & 
Horwitz CPAs in Rosement, which 
quoted a cost of $3,700. 

Although Levin worked for the 
Rosemont firm before retiring five 
years ago, he said he no longer has 
any connections with the company. 

Last year, the Naperville firm 
of Karrison, Byrne, Jansey & Tri-
marco, Ltd. conducted the audit 
for $2,500. This year's audit is ex-
pected to begin in May; commis-
sioners will review the results in 
July. 

By DAVE MCKINNEY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Based on incomplete results 
Tuesday, Cook County Republicans 
appeared to have elected a dead 
man Tuesday for county board, 
while Democrats chose a slate of 
seven that had Wheeling Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz among 
the contenders. 

The Republican primary race for 
seven suburban seats captured 
headlines shortly before the prima-
ry because of the party's push to 
get deceased county commissioner 
Harold L. Tyrrell elected. 

The party appeared to be suc-
cessful, with Tyrrell, who died of a 
heart attack in February, running 
sixth in the field with 62,037 votes. 

Tyrrell's apparent win came at 
the expense of little known political 
outsider, William Russ, a Berwyn 
car dealer with no prior political 
experience. 

Based on incomplete returns, the 
top Republican vote-getters fol-
lowed by their unofficial totals 
were Carl R. Hansen (73,852), Mary 

Sheila H. Schultz 

M. McDonald (72,776), Allan C. 
Carr (70,039), Richard Siebel 
(69,086), Aldo DeAngelis (62,495), 
Tyrrell, Herbert Schumann (61,305) 
and Russ. 

In the Democratic suburban 
county board race, eight candidates 
were vying for seven seats. Based 
on incomplete results, Schultz had 
84,634 votes. 
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BY DAN ROZEK 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Buoyed by primary results show-
ing they out-polled the Republicans, 
suburban Democrats say they are 
optimistic they can shatter the GOP 
lock on suburban seats on the Cook 
County Board this fall. 

Republicans, who hold all seven 
suburban seats on the 17-member 
county board, refuse to concede any 
seats, however. 

Democratic candidate Sheila H. 
Schultz, who is Wheeling village 
president, predicts suburban Demo-
crats will win seats on the board in 
the November general election. 

"I'm confident about that," said 
Schultz, the leading vote-getter 
among both Republican and Demo-
cratic suburban Cook County Board 
candidates. "I feel very good about it 
(the Democratic slate.)" 

With all but eight precincts re-
porting, Schultz collected 126,083 
votes and was joined on the slate by 
Thomas M. O'Donnell with 125,178, 
Patricia Kane McLaughlin with 
123,608, Phelan with 117,679, Ervin 
F. Kozicki with 109,154 and Edward 
C. Reinfranck with 109,105 and Pat 
Peter Capuzzi with 107,902. 

Among suburban Republicans, in-
cumbent Carl R. Hansen of Mount 
Prospect collected the most votes, 
with 100,952. He was joined on the 
Republican slate by Mary M. 
McDonald with 99,611 votes, Allan 
C. Carr with 95,708, Richard Seibel 

Sheila Schultz 

with 94,360, Aldo A. DeAngelis -
who will challenge Phelan for the 
board presidency - with 85,157; de-
ceased county commissioner Harold 
Tyrrell with 84,763 and Herbert T. 
Schumann with 88,874. 

Republican leaders plan to meet 
early next month to select a replace-
ment for Tyrrell, who died in Febru-
ary. 

Republicans and Democrats 
agreed some of the higher voter 
turnout in the Democratic races 
came because the high-profile pri-
mary battle for board president at-
tracted more voters. 

But Schultz said there is more to 
the numbers than that. 

"The Democratic turnout in the 
suburbs is increasing," she said. 

"The voting patterns are changing." 
Hansen disputed that. 
"The Democrats got more votes in 

some areas because there was more 
excitement in their races. That's not 
an unusual occurrence," Hansen 
said, agreeing some Republicans and 
independents may have crossed over 
to vote in the Democratic primary. 

Schultz said she is uncertain why 
she collected the votes, although she 
agreed she may have drawn strong 
support from women voters. 

"If there's a race where voters do 
not know a lot about candidates, 
women might tend to vote for a 
woman candidate," Schultz said. 

Given the presence of the high-
profile Phelan and the strength of 
the suburban slate, Schultz said she 
believes at least several Democrats 
can be elected to the board. Phelan 
is eligible to win a board seat, even 
if he loses the race for president. 

Hansen acknowledged the cam-
paign will be difficult for Republi-
cans, although he was not willing to 
concede the Democrats any subur-
ban seats. 

"I don't consider anyone a shoo-
in," Hansen said. "In December, ev-
eryone considered Stan Kusper a 
shoo-in (as Democratic nominee for 
the board presidency) and he fin-
ished fourth of four." 

Republicans have held all seven 
suburban board seats since 1986. A 
lone suburban Democrat, Jeanne 
Quinn of Oak Park, served on the 
board from 1982 to 1986. 

Suburban turnout buoys Dems 

-Kleen to resubmit plans a fourth time 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

For the fourth time, an Elgin 
chemical processing company will 
resubmit plans to relocate an Arling-
ton Heights storage center to Wheel-
ing. 

Safety-Kleen Corp. in Elgin re-
cently withdrew its third request for 
siting approval on Jan. 12 because 
the company published in the news-
paper a public hearing notice which 
contained an incorrect date, said El-
len Jurczak, environmental permit 
manager at Safety-Kleen. 

Jurczak said a new application 
will be submitted to Wheeling within 
the next month. The village board 
must hold a public hearing within 

Daily Herald Map 

four months after the request is sub-
mitted. 

Safety-Kleen withdrew is second 
application last November, citing an 
error in the mailing process to notify 
residents near the proposed site. Of-
ficials withdrew the first application 
because it was missing a date on a 
form used to advise residents of 
meetings. 

"It certainly is easy to make those 
kinds of mistakes," Jurczak said. 
"We're being extra careful with this 
because our legal counsel tells us 
that other application have been de-
railed because of things like the 
wrong date being published in the 
newspaper. It's the kind of thing that 
if it got overlooked and someone no-
ticed it and appealed it, we could be 
forced to withdraw and start the 
process over from the beginning." 

Safety-Kleen wants to relocate 
and expand an Arlington Heights 
storage center to 10 acres on the 
south side of Hintz Road, just east of 
Glenn Avenue in Wheeling. 

The corporation recycles hazard-
ous wastes and processes solvents 
from cleaning machines, typically 
used for car parts and dry cleaning. 
However, the proposed Wheeling 
center would be used only to store 
used solvents, waste oil and anti-
freeze, which are considered hazard-
ous wastes, before hauling the 
wastes to processing centers. 

The delays have provided extra 
time for Safety-Kleen to add more 
information to its application, such 
as a formal traffic impact study, 
Jurczak said. 



plications for the positions, which 
Wheeling officials had planned to 
fill this month. 

"We weren't satisfied that any 
of the candidates were the best 
suited for the position," Village 
Manager Craig Anderson said. 
"There were some more qualified 
than others, but when all was said 
and done we didn't feel any were 
best suited for the role." 

The commanders, exempt from 
a rank, will provide additional su-
pervision for department 
sergeants and supervise the de-
partment when the police chief 
and deputy chiefs are off duty, typ-
ically on nights and weekends. 

Under the exempt rank, the vil-
lage board oversees the command-
ers, who will be paid $45,079 a 

year. 
The village already has spent 

$15,212 — $3,212 over what trus-
tees had budgeted — for advertis-
ing the position nationwide and for 
the candidates' expenses. 

Haeger estimates the cost to 
redo the process at $8,090, which is 
almost evenly divided between the 
cost of the tests and the candi-
dates' expenses. Advertising for 
this assessment center, which like-
ly will be held in May, will be kept 
in state this time, Anderson said. 

"They (commanders) need to 
have exceptionally good manage-
ment and supervisory skills cou-
pled with police experience," An-
derson said. "We are looking for 
some very special people to fill the 
role. It's a big responsibility." 

Wheeling to test more commander hopefuls 
rg;.,MAk• d3 VITO 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Dissatisfied with test results for 
new police commanders, Wheeling 
officials will spend $8,000 to test 
new candidates for the two posi-
tions. 

In January, the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police in 
Arlington, Va., conducted an as-
sessment center in Wheeling. The 
center is what the testing process 
for hiring commanders is called. 

However, village officials did 
not find that any of the eight can-
didates who tested — two from the 
Wheeling Police Department —
were qualified for the two newly-
created positions of commanders. 
The village received about 150 ap- 

Lake Zurich official tabbed for Wheeling fire chief 

Lake Zurich Fire Chief Keith Maclsaac said he is looking forward to the challenge of leading the Wheeling Fire 
Department, which is twice as large as the department he now heads. (File photo by Kathy Tray) 

By Jeff Graunke 3- 
Staff Writer 

s L 
Lake Lurich r ire C ief Atith 

saac was announced Monday as 
Wheeling's top fire official, replacing 
long-time chief Bernie Koeppen, who 
is retiring this year. 

Village Manager Craig Anderson 
said MacIsaac won the job because of 
his strong management and supervi-
sory background and his experience 
in handling a number of complex 
tasks in Lake Zurich. 

"When all is said and done, he was 
the best qualified candidate. He's got 
a good strong management and 
supervisory background, and in Lake 
Zurich he helped pull two depart-
ments into one," said Anderson in 
reference to the consolidation of the 
Lake Zurich firefighters and para-
medics. 

"It's a rather substantial step for 
me," MacIsaac said. The Wheeling 
Fire Department is about double the 
size of Lake Zurich's with double the 
activity, he said. 

MACISAAC WILL BEGIN the 
Wheeling position on April 16 with an 
annual salary of $55,000. His current 
salary with Lake Zurich is $44,000. 

In making the transition, MacIsaac 
will find some complicated issues 
awaiting him . 

Wheeling firefighters are now in 
mediation over contract negotiations 
with the village, a dispute that has run 
for more than four years. MacIsaac 
said he will have to do some research 
to be familiar with both sides before 
he comments on the situation. 

Anderson said he doesn't think the 
complex labor situation with the fire-
fighters will be a problem for MacI-
saac, who he said had firsthand expe-
rience on management's side in Lake 
Zurich firefighter contract talks. 

DURING THE NEXT month 
before he assumes his new post in  

Wheeling, MacIsaac said he will work 
closely with Lake Zurich officials to 
insure a smooth transition. 

"Timing is good for the village and 
the (Lake Zurich) department," MacI-
saac said. He explained there is a lull 
in the administrative activity in the 
department with the budget already 
submitted. 

"(MacIsaac) and I had started a 
real good working relationship. I can't 
fault him. It's a good step for him," 
said Lake Zurich Village President 
Jim Kay. 

"He did a fine job to bring us from 
a volunteer to a full-time depart- 

ment," Kay said. "There's no doubt he 
built a strong department." 

THE NEARLY TWO years as fire 
chief in Lake Zurich provided him 
with good experience, MacIsaac said. 
Under his direction, the Lake Zurich 
paramedic and fire departments were 
consolidated into one department. 
The new combined department went 
from a volunteer staff to a full-time 
paid department under MacIsaac's 
guidance. 

Maclsaac also negotiated the 
department's first union contract with 
the firefighters, he said. 

In acidiiion to successes, there 
were disappointments. Maclsaac said 
he was disappointed the department 
couldn't resolve some things with the 
Lake Zurich Rural Fire Protection 
District, which contracts services 
from the village. He was also disap-
pointed by the "rumor mill" and 
"bickering" in the department and 
village. 

"I think I've experienced every 
emotion and every situation," he said 
of his tenure in Lake Zurich. 

PRIOR TO BEING appointed fire 

Fire chief 

  

(Continued from page 5) 

chief in Lake Zurich in 1988, MacI-
saac worked as a fire protection engi-
neer in Mount Prospect. In that posi-
tion MacIsaac was responsible for 
coordinating activities between the 
building department and fire preven-
tion bureau, special projects and 
functioning as the village safety direc-
tor, assistant training officer, and 
administrative coordinator of the 
department's paid-on-call fire-
fighters. 

MacIsaac holds an associate in 
applied science degree in fire science 
from William Rainey Harper College 
and an associate degree in fire protec-
tion and safety technology and a 
bachelor of science degree in engi-
neering technology from Oklahoma 
State University. 

Safeg-Kleen 
3 

hearing delayedfi; 
A tentative public hearing that 

was set for April 16 for the Village 
of Wheeling to review a Safety-
Kleen proposal to build a hazard-
ous waste processing facility on the 
south side of Hintz Road at Glenn 
Avenue has been delayed. 

Village officials said the hearing 
on the proposed facility will now 
not be held until June or July. 

Safety-Kleen officials requested 
the delay i i tire hearing date after 
the firm listed an incorrect hearing 
date in the public notice they were 
required to publish about the meet-
ing. 

The earliest possible date for a 
future siting request before the 
village board would be 90 days 
after the refiling date.  



Schultz,, Ty, sire  1 in ,coyncy board primary 
She may not have spent $1 

• 

on her campaign and she never 
appeared on a single television com-
mercial, but Wheeling Village Presi-
dent Sheila Schultz beat Richard Phe-
lan in Tuesday's Democratic primary. 

The win came in the somewhat 
low-profile Cook County Board race, 
however, not the free-for-all that 
marked the contest for county board 
president. 

With 100 percent of the precincts 
reporting, unofficial vote totals from 
the Cook County Elections office 
show Schultz tallied 126,083 votes —
8,000-plus votes more than Richard 
Phelan, whose name appeared on the 
county board ballot as well as under 
Cook County Board president. 

Since he won the primary battle for 
county board president, Phelan's 
name will not appear on the Demo- 

cratic Party county oard slate. 
INSTEAD, SCHULTZ WILL be 

joined on the Democratic Party coun-
ty board slate by runner-up Thomas 
O'Donnell, who garnered 125,178 
votes; Patricia Kane McLaughlin, 
123,995; Ervin Kozicki, 109,154; Ed 
Reinfranck, 109,105; and Pat Capuz-
zi, 107,902. 

The Democrats will face a field of 
seven Republicans who were unop-
posed in Tuesday's primary. 

Phelan finished fourth in the Dem- 

More election results 
start on P. 13 

ocratic balloting for county board 
commissioners with 117,679. Had he 
not won the race for county board 

(Continued on page 8) Sheila Schultz 
(Continued from page 5) 

president, he could have run for a 
county board seat. 

After a late night in which she went 
to bed with.)ut knowing where she 
had finished in the seven-way race for 
six slots on the November ballot, 
Schultz awoke to some bright totals 
Wednesday. 

"I'D LIKE to think it was my 
qualifications and endorsements that 
made the difference, but I know ballot 
position (her name appeared second) 
and gender probably have something 
to do with it as well," Schultz said. 

Buoyed by her showing in the 
primary, Schultz is hoping to stir 
more interest in the November county 
board election than voters showed for 
Tuesday's race. Even though she was 
disappointed with the low voter turn-
out Tuesday, Schultz said she was 
pleased with the apparently growing 
number of suburban residents casting 
Democratic Party ballots. 

As far as the focus of her campaign 
for November is concerned, Schultz 
plans to continue emphasizing that 
suburban residents need better repre-
sentation on the board and that they 
should kn, w their county board com-
missioners. 

That recognition factor, said 
Wheeling Township Committeeman 
Eugenia Chapman, is one of the keys 
that led to Schultz's impressive pri-
mary showing. 

CHAPMAN SAID THE fact that 
Schultz received more votes than any 
other Democratic candidate was a 
reflection of her statewide political 
involvement. 

"It shows the kind of reputation 
she has, even outside of Wheeling," 
Chapman said. "Her participation in 
government has gone far beyond the 
boundaries of the Village of Wheel-
ing. 

"I really believe it's good for the 
county board because the citizens can 
look at the seven Democratic nomi-
nees — and seven Republican nomi-
nees — and pick the ones that are 
really going to represent the sub-
urbs." 

Schultz ran unopposed in 1989 for 
a third term as village president. She 
is also president of the Northern Illi-
nois Planning Commission (NIPC), a 
regional planning and zoning agency 
responsible for initiating solid waste 
incentives in the northwest suburb:3. 
She is also active in the Northwest 
Municipal Conference. 

Commission clears officer on three of four charges 
3 - - 7 C 

By Michael Ulreich 
Staff Writer P- fS  

After being found guilty on only one of the four 
disciplinary charges that were pending against him, 
Wheeling police officer Adrian Russell was back on 
the street last week while awaiting a determination 
on his penalty. 

Russell, who had earlier been assigned to a desk 
job pending the outcome of the charges, was cleared 
by the commission on two charges of incompetence 
and one allegation of unsatisfactory job perform-
ance. 

The marathon hearing last week was a continua-
tion of the initial March 6 hearing on the charges 
against Russell. One other charge initially leveled 
against Russell by Chief Michael Haeger was dis-
missed before the hearing process began. 

"I defended over 100 police officers on similar 
charges," said Russell attorney James Truschke, 
"and that's the first time I've ever seen a verdict that 
not only found him not guilty on three counts, but 
said he acted as a good police officer in three of the 
four counts." 

RUSSELL WILL FACE an April 3 disciplinary 
action on the one infraction. At that time Haeger will 
issue a recommendation on what punishment Rus-
sell should receive. Haeger declined comment on 
what Ins recommendation will be. 

Police and fire commission chairman Edward 
Main read the four verdicts at 1:37 a.m. Friday, after 
the three-member board deliberated for almost two 
hours in executive session. 

After the "guilty" verdict was read first, Russell 
said he was filled with apprehension that the next 
three counts would go the same way. But when Main 
announced that Russell was cleared on the three 
remaining charges, he allowed himself a small 
moment of relief. 

"I'm happy with the outcome so far," Russell 
said. "So far I'm happy right now." 

"IT'S A good thing I've got a nice, stable client,' stopping and questioning the burglary suspect. 
Truschke said. "He's taken this very much in stride. Hugh McGinley, a retired Illinois State police 
He's looking forward to going back on the street. commander, was allowed to testify as an expert 
That's what he wants to do, that's what he was witness for Russell and said that Russell's actions in 
trained to do." both incidents were justified. 

Truschke said he expected that Russell would not McGinley testified that "every stop is a potential 
be fired for the one conviction because it was was hazard, there is no such animal as a routine stop." 
the least serious charge the officer faced. He said "We consider every stop to be a dangerous stop," 
the decision by Haeger to return Russell to the street McGinley said. 
patrol was another indication Russell would not be 
fired. 

"I still wish they had found him not guilty on all 
charges," Truschke said. "But it is still a victory for 
our side. Obviously the verdict shows that the chief 
can't charge a police officer with these garbage 
charges and that there should be some substance to 
the charges." 

Russell had been charged with incompetence and 
unsatisfactory job performance for his actions in 
two 1989 incidents. 

HE WAS FOUND guilty of unsatisfactory job gain some momentum earlier in the evening when 
performance for allowing a man who was believed he had two of Russell's expert witnesses, Winnetka 
to be armed and dangerous to return to his car Deputy Chief Joseph Sumner and retired Niles 
despite earlier warnings that care should be taken police commander James Gerhardt, dismissed 
in stopping the man for questioning. Police later because they couldn't prove that they were experts. 
found a loaded handgun and 80 rounds of ammuni- "The litany of facts are too complete," said 
tion in the man's car. Culliton in his closing arguments. "Officer Russell 

The commission ruled that Russell exposed him- exposed himself and two other officers to a danger- 
self and other officers to a dangerous situation and ous situation. These rules are not there to protect 
should have known he was dealing with a danger- everybody but Mr. Russell. They are there to protect 
ous individual. him also." 

In the second incident, Russell released a man he 
stopped near the scene of a reported burglary who BUT TRUSCHKE GAVE an emotional ending 
later turned out to be the offender. argument in which he called the charges against 

"What happened here was officer Russell Russell a "piece of (manure)." 
responded to a call properly and he got fooled," "If officer Russell was half as bad as they say he 
Truschke said. "Do you really want to set a prece- is, if he were one-eighth as bad, he would have 
dent where if an officer is fooled by a defendant, killed himself by now and 50 other people," 
that shows he's incompetent?" Truschke said. "He's a damn good police officer. Is 

he perfect? No. Are you perfect? Am I perfect? I 
IN THE SECOND incident, the commission think he did the right thing. At that point he did the 

found that Russell followed proper procedures in only thing he could." 

IN FACT, MCGINLEY said, proper police proce-
dure would have placed the suspect in the cab of the 
truck, where he could be confined, rather than allow 
him to roam free outside the vehicle. 

In the second incident, McGinley said, "there 
was not much more he could do. He stopped the 
individual, questioned him, and then he had to get 
to the burglary because he was the first responding 
car and the burglar could still be inside the build-
ing." 

Haeger's attorney, Steve Culliton, had seemed to 
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agencies seek itniding from Wheeling 
Eight social service agencies will 

seek funding from Wheeling for next 
year. 

Representatives from the agen-
cies will give 15-minute presenta-
tions before the village board Mon-
day and answer questions about the 
agencies and the services they pro-
vide. 

Agencies vying for funding include 
Horizon Children's Center, Commu-
nity and Economic Development As-
sociation (CEDA), Omni Youth Ser-
vices, Resource Center for the Eld- 

erly, Fighting Back Task Force, 
Shelter Inc., Northwest Mental 
Health Center and Salvation Army. 

Each year, social service agencies 
submit applications and appear be-
fore the village board seeking mon-
ey, which comes directly from local 
village taxes. Several agencies also 
are funded by state agencies, town-
ships, private businesses and contri-
butions. 

This year, Wheeling trustees 
agreed to contribute more than 
$85,000 to local social service agen- 

cies. Omni Youth Services received 
the most funding - $61,000 - fol-
lowed by Horizons Children's Center 
with $13,100 and Salvation Army 
with $5.250. 

Last December, trustees declined 
adopting criteria - like other local 
governments - that agencies would 
follow in order to receive funding. 
For example, Wheeling Township re-
quires agencies provide services for 
needy township residents to be eligi-
ble for funding. 

The top meeting 
Who:Wheeling Village 
Board 
Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 
When:8 p.m. Monday 

• Funding woes waiting in Palwaukee wings 
Scti-  M Meg A4) )q(ri) 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
must increase its sources of income 
in order to pay for maintenance and 
the ambitious safety improvements 
scheduled at the airport over the 
next 12 years, Airport Manager Fred 
E. Stewart said. 

"Funding is going to be a very dif-
ficult problem for us," Stewart said 
this week. 

"We anticipate a shortfall of funds 
the year after next that must be met 
in some manner." 

Stewart said he expects the air-
port's fund balance of $900,000 to be 
reduced to $453,600 by April 30, 
1991, and to be deleted by 1992 with-
out some additional revenues. 

Stewart is seeking suggestions 
from officials in Prospect Heights 
and Wheeling, the airport owers, on 
ways to increase revenues. 

In addition, the four members of 
the airport commission's finance and 
management committees have 
formed a special committee to study 
ways to augment revenues. 

Some suggestions include increas-
ing fees charged to pilots for aircraft 
storage, increasing fuel tax fees, 
borrowing money or creating a new 
source of revenue, Stewart said. 
Rather than increase revenues, how-
ever, airport officials could extend 
the length of time even longer for 
capital improvements, Stewart add-
ed. 

After recently taking over the air-
port maintenance from the former  

owner, George J. Priester Aviation 
Services, airport officials are in the 
process of buying equipment to keep 
up with daily operations. 

In addition, airport officials have 
outlined $83.5 million in capital im-
provement projects planned for the 
airport over the next 12 years. 

One of the first projects is the re-
location of the Wolf /Hintz roads in-
tersection, which must be moved 
west in order to comply with Feder-
al Aviation Administration safety 
standards. 

The special committee is expected 
to meet in the next couple of weeks 
and make recommendations to the 
airport commission April 18 so that 
any fee changes could be implement-
ed by May, the start of the fiscal 
year. 

Shultz to speak 
at ZONTA meeting t2 

Wheeling Village President Sheila 
Shultz will address the ZONTA Club 
of Northwest Cook County Area at 
6:30 p.m. Monday at the Palm Court 
Restaurant, 1912 N. Arlington 
Heights Road, Arlington Heights. 
She will address the status of women 
in community service. Shultz, who 
currently is a candidate for Cook 
County Board of Commissioners, is 
the president of the Northeastern 
Illinois Planning Commission, vice 
president of the Illinois Municipal 
League, an appointed member of the 
Cook County Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Advisory Commit-
tee and employed as the head of the 
circulation department at the Indian 
Trails Public Library District in - - - - 

Towns to buy equipment to maintain airport 
) jic19  

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
and BILL COLE 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 
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Palwaukee Municipal Airport is 
on its way to taking over mainte-
nance of the airfield now that the 
owners have approved agreements 
to purchase equipment. 

Officials from Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights, the airport own-
ers, recently approved a lease-op-
tion agreement to buy mainte-
nance equipment for the airport. 

The agreement enables the two 
towns to borrow money to buy the 
equipment and repay the loan over 
a number of years with airport 
revenues. 

Last year, airport owners 
agreed to terminate a mainte- _ 

nance contract with Preister Avia-
tion Services - the former airport 
owner - in order for the towns to 
assume responsibility for the 
work. 

Wheeling trustees and Prospect 
Heights aldermen, in separate 
votes, recently agreed to jointly 
borrow $1 million and spread the 
repayments over 10 years. The re-
cent purchase agreement for 
$89,000 includes a tractor, mower 
and two trim mowers. 

The total cost of the equipment 
is expected to be $995,300, includ-
ing $700,000 for snow equipment. 

By taking over the maintenance, 
airport officials say the cost of 
purchasing equipment and hiring 
employees to do the work would be 
less than or equal to what they 

were paying Priester. 
In addition, the maintenance 

work could be done on an as-need-
ed basis. 

After questioning the cost of the 
equipment, additional manpower, 
and whether the change would 
save money, Prospect Heights 4th 
Ward Alderman Tom Merle reject-
ed the purchase. 

"My concern is that you can 
meet your financial requirements 
that you anticipate with these ex-
penditures," he said. 

"We have to operate the airport, 
and it appears to be more desir-
able and cost-effective to operate 
some of the services within the 
city that owns it," Acting Mayor 
Jerry Meyer said. 
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Palwaukee Municipal Airport's 
$83.59 million Capital Improvement Program 

Year Major projects 
Total 

year's cost* 

1990 • Acquire land for Wolf/Hintz intersection relocation 
Environmental assessment for Wheeling Drainage Ditch relocation 

$6.3 million 

1991 • Construct bridges for road location 
Acquire drive-in theatre property for ditch relocation 

$9.1 million 

1992 • Relocate Hintz Road 
Begin Wheeling Drainage Ditch relocation 
Request proposals for second fuel and service operation 

$8.85 million 

1993 • Relocate Wolf Road 
Complete drainage ditch relocation 

$8.71 million 

1994 • Construct east fuel and service facilities 
Construct east side taxiway parallel to the main runway 

$12 million 

1995 ■ Demolish The Hangar Restaurant 
Construct northeast t-hangars 

$7.6 million 

1996 • Reconstruct main runway 
Construct northeast fuel and service facilities 

$11.45 million 

1997 • Reconstruct and widen east-west runway 
Acquire land on northwest to create runway clear zones 

$6.41 million 

1998-2002 • Complete security fencing around perimeter 
Construct corporate hangars in northwest 

$13.2 million 

The costs listed are for all projects for each entire year, not only those projects listed. The projects listed are 
just a few of the major improvement plans included in the proposal. 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport Manager Fred E. Stewart will head 
up theairport's ambitious $83.59 million improvement program. 

Continued from Page 1 
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Falwaukee work to fly high for years 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When Fred E. Stewart took over 
the helm at Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport just over two years ago, he 
foresaw his future. 

"I could see me busy for years 
down the road," Stewart said in Jan-
uary 1988, shortly after being named 
airport manager. 

He was referring to the major 
safety and maintenance improve-
ments needed to carry the airport 
through the turbulent transition 
from private to public. Ever since 
the $22 million buyout from George 
Priester, the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration's requirements that 
would bring Palwaukee into full 
compliance with safety regulations 
have been hanging over the heads of 
the airport officials, including the 
new owners, the village of Wheeling 
and the city of Prospect Heights. 

It's been said that at one time 
there were more than 300 obstacles 
— trees, posts, parts of hangars, 
ditches, roads and air space —
blocking Palwaukee's path to full 
compliance with safety require-
ments. 

"Practically every hangar here is 
built too close to the runway," Stew-
art said. 

Although some steps have been 
taken to meet the requirements, a 
recently outlined plan of Palwaukee 
projects for the next 12 years or so 
shows Stewart will be busy for many 
years. At least with this plan, the 
former Ponca City, Okla. airport 
manager will have direction. 

With an intersection realignment, 
a ditch relocation, restaurant demo- 

property to the land acquisitions 
needed for the relocation. But 
they've been assured that the airport 
would use only the minimum amount 
of land acquired for the relocation 
and return the unused property to 
Wheeling for its development. 

Another major capital improve-
ment is the relocation of the Wheel-
ing Drainage Ditch, which meanders 
:hrough the airport and empties into 
the Des Plaines River across 
Milwaukee Avenue. The ditch also 
runs too close to the airport's main 
runway and places too many restric-
tions on land to be developed around 
it. 

The plans call for buying one of 
the few surviving suburban drive-in 
movie theatres next year and 
realigning the ditch through it dur-
ing 1992-93. Years ago, officials also 
had considered enclosing the ditch. 

While airport officials realize the 
program carries with it many con-
tingencies based on the amount of 
funding the federal and state agen-
cies would funnel their way, they 
also are taking strides to see that 
Palwaukee can carry its weight in 
money to fund projects. 

In fact, because the airport has al-
ready been taking steps to reach  

ects included in the airport's Trans-
portation Improvement Proposal, 
which must be updated and resub-
mitted every five years to the FAA 
for funding considerations. (The FAA 
funds 90 percent of the airport im-
provement projects, while the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation 
funds 5 percent and the airport pays 
the remaining 5 percent.) 

"We've tried to lay it out logically 
within a reasonable realm of ex-
pense," Stewart said. "What it 
amounts to is somewhat a critical 
path of analysis of what we have to 
do" to comply with FAA require-
ments and Palwaukee's own safety 
standards. 

The year 1993 promises to be one 
of accomplishment for the airport, 
which — bordered by Milwaukee Av-
enue and Palatine, Wolf and Hintz 
roads — is an ideal location as a re-
liever for O'Hare International and 
Waukegan airports. 

Included in the lofty list of goals 
for 1993 is the completion of proba-
bly the most noticeable alteration —
the completion of the Wolf-Hintz in-
tersection realignment. 

That project would be spread over 
two years, mainly to stretch the cost 
of construction. After the necessary 
land has been acquired, Hintz Road 
would be moved in 1992 to arc north 
and meet Wolf Road just west of the 
current intersection. The new Wolf 
Road would begin just south of Mar-
quardt Drive and bow west, slicing 

some of the goals in the plan, the air-
port's reserves are dwindling. 

Stewart said he expects the air-
port's fund balance of $900,000 to be 
reduced to $453,600 by April 30 1991, 
and to be deleted by 1992 without 
some additional revenues. 

"We're spending every dime we 
take in and most of it goes for proj-
ects you can't see, like land acquisi-
tions," said Wheeling Trustee and 
airport Commissioner William A. 
Rogers, who has kept close scrutiny 
over the airport progress. "It's like 
building a house. You dig a hole and 
that stays there for three months 
and then you lay a foundation and 
that stays for three months. And 
then all of a sudden you see a house 
come up." 

Although airport officials may opt 
to borrow money for the project, 
other revenue increasing alterna-
tives include increasing fees charged 
to pilots for aircraft storage, and in-
creasing fuel tax fees, which are 
paid by the fuel provider to the air-
port. 

Rogers and officials agree that the 
plan likely would be adjusted over 
the years depending on the money 
picture. That brings the airport into 
a sort of Catch-22. 

In order to bring in more money, 
Palwaukee may need to offer more  

the Wolf Run Estates border before 
intersecting Hintz Road to the im-
mediate west. 

The relocation is needed, officials 
say, because the airport's longest 
runway ends too close to the inter-
section. Unless the roads are moved, 
the useable length of the 5,200-foot 
runway must be reduced to create a 
"clear zone," according to FAA 
standards. Many of the corporate 
jets, which generate much of the 
revenue needed to operate the air-
port, could not use a shortened run-
way. 

Moving the intersection is an issue 
long debated by neighbors, some 
Wheeling officials and at least one 
Prospect Heights official. They were 
not convinced of the need for the re-
location and they even feared it 
would extend the length of the run-
way, creating increased traffic and 
noise. 

But, airport officials have insisted 
the runway would not be lengthened 
and air traffic would not be in-
creased. Although the process has 
been long, leaders from both com-
munities last fall approved the inter-
section plans — also spelled out in 
the Capital Improvement Program 
— in a second intergovernmental 
agreement between the towns. 

That agreement also put to rest 
Wheeling officials' fears that the vil-
lage would lose prime commercial 

See PALWAUKEE on Page 3 

services, including starting a second 
fuel and service business to provide 
competition for Priester Aviation 
Services, the current sole provider. 
However, until some improvements 
are made at the airport, there sim-
ply is no room for another fuel and 
service provider, or Fixed Base Op-
erator. 

Under the plan, officials plan to 
seek proposals for a second fixed 
base operator in 1992, with the inten-
tion of locating on the east side of 
the airport in 1994. Future plans call 
for a possible third operator. 

Throughout the 12 years, intermit-
tent improvements are planned, in-
cluding reconstructing and widening 
some of the runways and providing 
adjacent taxiways. In order to cre-
ate clear zones, demolitions are 
planned for the southeast corner of 
the airport, including The Hangar 
Restaurant and Priester's flight 
school. 

Although the projects seem end- 
less and the road getting there will 
continue to be a rough one, airport 
officials remain optimistic that 
Palwaukee will someday fit the bill 
of FAA standards. 

"It's a very challenging project 
and each day that something gets 
done brings a great feeling of satis-
faction," Stewart said. "So how can 
that be frustrating?" 

lition and building constructions, the 
plan incorporates all of the major 
additions and construction projects 
that have long been the root of con-
troversy between the owners since 
they bought the airport in 1986. It 
also includes some new projects and 
plans for increasing revenues at 
Palwaukee, the 49th busiest airport 
in the nation. 

Called Palwaukee's Capital Im-
provement Program, the ambitious 
five-year plan details all of the proj- 



By Jim Michalski 

Schaumburg is making spring 
cleaning a little bit easier for some 
residents this week with a pilot 
program for curbside pickup of 
"reusable" goods that should, at 
the same time, lessen the burden 
on swelling landfills. 

Beginning Monday, 3,000 house-
holds in southwest Schaumburg 
will be able to donate unwanted 
clothes and small appliances to the 
Salvation Army by placing them at 
their curbs with other recyclable 
goods such as newspapers, glass 
and aluminum. 

Once a month, the Salvation 
Army will have four trucks trailing 
Laidlaw Waste System's recycling 
truck to pick up the reusable 
goods. Along with clothes and 
small working appliances such as 
toasters and irons, residents can 
put out "garage sale" items such as 
kitchen utensils, vases, games and 
other household goods. 

Mark MacLeod, solid waste and 
recycling coordinator for Schaum-
burg, said the pilot program will be 
reviewed in six months, and he 
hopes eventually to expand the 
program to the rest of the village. 

"The program fills an immediate 
need to reduce the waste going into 
landfills, and yet people can feel 
good about contributing to a wor-
thy cause," MacLeod said. 

Peter Matsukis, regional recycling 
coordinator for Laidlaw, said, "Our 
ultimate goal is to reduce the waste 
going into landfills, either through 
recycling or reusing." Matsukis said 
Laidlaw plans to expand the pro-
gram, which is done at no addi-
tional cost to residents, to other 
villages with curbside recycling pro-
grams. 

Matsukis asked that residents 
place the items next to their re- 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael 
F. Haeger said Wednesday he or-
dered a black police officer not to 
discuss with the press his racial 
discrimination case against 
Haeger because the chief wanted 
the case to receive a fair trial. 

The verbal order, which Haeger 
made March 16, prohibits Officer 
Robert Pressley from publicly dis-
cussing his racial discrimination 
case against the village — filed in 
1983 — and from making any 
comments on disciplinary actions 
involving other officers. 

Pressley filed a second lawsuit 
Tuesday against Haeger, charging 

violated by the verbal order. 
The lawsuit seeks to lift 

Haeger's order and prohibit the 
police chief from bringing discipli-
nary action against Pressley if he 
talks about the discrimination case 
or about disciplinary action 
against Officer Adrian D. Russell. 
Russell is to be a key witness for 
Pressley's discrimination case. 

"I was concerned about my abil-
ity to get a fair trial," Haeger told 
a federal judge Wednesday. 

Haeger told U.S. District Court 
Judge John A. Nordberg that he 
overheard Pressley tell reporters 
on March 15 at village hall — dur-
ing a fire and police commission 
hearing on disciplinary charges 
against Russell — that Pressley 

would make a statement March 16 
about Russell's case. 

Russell's attorney, James R. 
Truschke, said the charges of in-
competence and unsatisfactory job 
performance were drummed up 
against Russell, who is white, in an 
effort to discredit his testimony in 
Pressley's case. 

The discrimination case is likely 
to be heard in June. 

Nordberg, who is expected to 
rule today on whether the order 
will stand, said: "I think it is bi-
zarre that this case ends up as a 
result of an alleged, admitted oral 
conversation when there is no 
record." 

Haeger said he was called out of 
town after the order was made 
and had not yet put it in writing. 

BY LAURA YANOTA is right to free speech had been 
and TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 
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cycling bins in the morning to 
minimize theft.  North suburban, 
Wheeling has a similar program  
operating between Waste Mane-
Anent Inc. and Goodwill Industnes.  

Schaumburg residents participat-
ing in the program have been given 
clear plastic bags for the reusable 
items. Residents can contribute 
larger items, such as refrigerators 
and furniture, or receive receipts to 
write off the materials as tax de-
ductions by calling the Salvation 
Army. 

Salvation Army officials say the 
curbside program will make their 
pickup services more efficient while  

making it simpler for people to 
contribute. 

"It will help people donate easier, 
since most work during the day 
and it's difficult to schedule a pick-
up time," said Maj. John Sullivan, 
administrator of the Salvation 
Army Adult Rehabilitation Center 
in Chicago. "It will help us get a 
better quality material and save us 
money by not having to drive back 
and forth to pick up things." 

Sullivan said the items will be 
taken to thrift shops and sold, with 
the proceeds going to help the indi-
gent and the Rehabilitation Center. 
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Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling police officer Adrian D. 
Russell was suspended Tuesday for 
30 days without pay by the village's 
police and fire commission, despite 
Police Chief Michael F. Haeger's de-
mand for dismissal. 

"We do not believe that this single 
incident of unsatisfactory job per-
formance constitutes a substantial 
shortcoming which would be suffi-
cient cause for dismissal," Commis-
sioner Edward Main said. "We do 
find a continuing pattern of incidents 
that indicate an officer who needs to 
take serious steps to improve his job 
performance." 

Russell, 40, smiled and shook 
hands with his attorney, James R.  

Truschke, as the commission an-
nounced its decision following a 
four-hour hearing. Russell, a 12-year 
police department veteran, declined 
to comment. 

Truschke said the decision, which 
will cost Russell about $3,000 in pay, 
is too harsh, but nonetheless dubbed 
it a "definite victory." 

"It was a very minor sentence that 
they imposed," Truschke said. 

Haeger had accused Russell of un-
satisfactory job performance and in-
competence over his handling of two 
separate incidents last year. Haeger 
cited seven missed court dates and 
six accidents involving Russell's 
squad car. 

"He is an inept, incompetent offi-
cer who performs unsatisfactorily.. 
.the only appropriate penalty, I be- 

lieve, is discharge," said Haeger's 
attorney, Stephen Culliton. 

The fire and police commission 
ruled last month that Russell is 
guilty of one charge of unsatisfacto-
ry job performance but not guilty of 
the other two charges. 

In the Feb. 16 incident for which 
he was sentenced Tuesday, Russell 
left a man unattended after stopping 
him near Crescent Cardboard at Old 
Willow and Wolf roads, where the 
man's wife worked. The man, a Chi-
cago police officer on mental dis-
ability leave, got into his truck while 
Russell went to his squad car to an-
swer a call from Deputy Chief Gary 
O'Rourke. When two other officers 
arrived at the scene, they found a 
loaded gun with about 80 rounds 
ammunition inside the truck. 
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Road improvement 
contract approved 

The Wheeling village board has 
awarded a contract for improve-
ments to 10 village steets to Palum-
bo Brothers, Inc. of Hillside. 

Palumbo was the lowest bidder 
with a $549,225 bid for the project. 
Robert D. Gray, Jr., the village's di-
rector of operations and mainte-
nance, said in a letter of recommen-
dation that Palumbo "has performed 
similar municipal street improve-
ments and is pre-qualified with the 
Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion to undertake a project of this 
nature." 

The steets slated for improvement 
include Allendale Drive, Quail Hol- 

- 
low Drive, Diens Drive, Glenn Ave-
nue, Pleasant Run Drive, Third 
Street, Shawn Court, Janice Court, 
Muriel Court and Jefferson Court. 

Palwaukee Airport plan 
directed to workshop 

A resolution approving the scope 
of a revised plan for Palwaukee Mu-
nicipal Airport has been deferred to 
a workshop. 

"There are some questions we 
need to ask and I would like to get a 
better idea of what equipment will 
go in here and what it will mean to 
the community," said Trustee Wil-
liam A. Rogers. "This is the first 
time as commissioners that we have  

seen how this thing looks." 

Rogers said he also has questions 
about runway lengths, the weight of 
planes that will be using them and 
the height of the runways. 

Trustee Anthony Altieri Jr. pushed 
for approval of the preliminary plan, 
however. 

"I am comfortable with it," he 
said, adding that the entire plan has 
been detailed already by the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport Com-
mission and the village engineering 
committee. 

Village turns to county 
for road improvement 

Based on community input, Wheel-
ing Village Engineer James G. Edg- 

mond has contacted the Cook County 
Highway Department and requested 
that the striping of the "right turn 
only" lane eastbound on Hintz Road 
at Wolf Road be improved. 

The current striping is worn away 
and not seen, Edgmond said. In a let-
ter to a Wheeling resident who sug-
gested the improvement, Edgmond 
said he expects the county — who is 
responsible for the street -- to ad-
dress the issue. 

"I expect the county to address the 
request for better delineation within 
a reasonable period of time from re-
ceipt of the letter," he said. "In addi-
tion, the chief of police has informed 
me that this intersection has and will 
continue to be patrolled to enforce 
this right turn intersection." 

Palwaukee ponders hike in tie-down fees 
/103:/ 5, A ci /1& 

BY JOYCE KELLY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Officials are considering increas-
ing "tie-down" fees, or parking 
rates, at Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port as a means of generating more 
income to operate the airport. 

Fred E. Stewart, manager at the 
airport, said the finance and man-
agement committees of the airport 
commission recently considered 
raising rates as a viable means to 
support the operation, mainly on a 
short-term basis. 

Pilots now pay between $85 and 
$175 to park their planes, depending 
on whether they use a hangar. The 
committees did not decide, however, 
the amount of an increase. 

Stewart said that after reviewing 

the airport's current rates and the 
rates at other airports, the commit-
tees believe rate increases would be 
appropriate. 

The committee members also are 
considering increasing the tax the 
airport charges when fuel is sold 
there. 

And while the committees mostly 
considered ways of generating in-
come for the airport's funding over 
the next few years, funding for its 
recently proposed $83.6 million capi-
tal improvement program was con-
sidered. 

Palwaukee officials have outlined 
a plan of projects for the next 12 
years, which includes realigning an 
intersection, demolishing a restau-
rant, relocating a ditch and con-
structing some buildings. The plan 
also includes some new projects and 

— — 

plans for increasing 
Palwaukee. 

Increasing the airport rates and 
the fuel flowage fees, Stewart said, 
would not have a very significant 
impact on the long-term goals of the 
airport. 

However, the finance and manage-
ment committees of the airport com-
mission discussed increasing leasing 
and rental fees of airport space as a 
lucrative source of revenue for 
Palwaukee. 

Stewart said the committees with 
continue to research the issue of gen-
erating funds and attempt to supply 
the airport commission with more 
specific suggestions, including dollar 
amounts, April 18. The commission 
may or may not accept the recom-
mendations of the committees, Stew-
art said.  

revenues at 

Controversial Wheeling sergeant resigns 
/9-PRiL iOildldf b  

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Wheeling police sergeant who 
successfully fought charges last 
year that he showed disrespect for 
the village by upending the Wheel-
ing flag, has resigned from the de-
partment. 

Sgt. Michael J. Staufenbiel and 
his wife, Elizabeth, who also is a 
Wheeling police officer, will serve 
their last days on the department 
this week. Michael quits on Satur-
day and Elizabeth on Wednesday. 

Michael Staufenbiel, an 18-year 
department veteran, was suspend-
ed for 21 days without pay last 
September after he pleaded guilty 
to turning the village flag upside 
down following a stormy discipli- 

nary hearing last April for a fel-
low officer. 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
had sought to demote Staufenbiel, 
claiming the sergeant's outburst 
showed disrespect for the village 
and could impair his ability as a 
supervisor. But village fire and po-
lice commissioners decided 
against demoting Staufenbiel, 
pointing to his past record and his 
sincerity in apologizing for his ac-
tions. 

The Staufenbiels plan to move 
at the end of May to Colorado, 
where the couple was married last 
October. Although neither has a 
confirmed job there, Staufenbiel 
said he and Elizabeth are fond of 
Colorado and want to "get away 
from Wheeling." 

Staufenbiel said he has become 
frustrated with the Wheeling po-
lice department. 

Since January 1989, Haeger has 
charged four officers with violat-
ing police department regulations. 
Most recently, police officer Adri-
an D. Russell, a 12-year depart-
ment veteran, was suspended for 
30 days without pay accused of un-
satisfactory job performance dur-
ing an incident last year. 

"That's the unfortunate part 
that the public thinks we're a 
bunch of yahoos and that's not the 
case," Staufenbiel has said. "If 
they (village officials) have a ques-
tion about everybody's dedication, 
they shouldn't because everyone is 
dedicated." 

Stricktand's violept past recounted 
Grove man and his grandson and neph- 

Prosecutors recounted La ry 
Strickland's violent past during a 
hearing last week which will help 
decide whether he receives the 
death penalty for his part in 
murdering a Wheeling police 
officer in 1985 

A death penalty hearing last week for 
convicted murderer Larry Strickland 
was continued until April 18 after a pros-
ecution witness described Strickland's 
murder of a suburban youth when 
Strickland was 15 years old. 

The state of Illinois is asking that 
Larry Strickland, 31, be sentenced to 
death for his role in the murder of 
Wheeling police officer Kenneth Daw- 

son on Nov. 5, 1985. 
Both Strickland and his brother 

Tyrone, residents of south suburban 
Ford Heights, have been convicted of 
murder in Dawson's death. Tyrone 
Strickland has already been sentenced 
to death after his conviction in 1988. 

Dawson was shot and killed in 1985 
while answering a call on Cleo Court in 
north Wheeling. Testimony showed that 
while Larry Strickland wrestled with 
Dawson outside his squad car, Tyrone 
Strickland picked up a gun and shot the 
officer. 

On March 21 Cook County Criminal 
Court Judge Judge Fred Suria Jr. found 
that Larry Strickland was guilty of mur-
der for his part in Dawson's murder. 

Strickland was also found guilty of 
kidnapping for abducting a Buffalo  

ew shortly after Dawson was shot. 
He was also convicted of attempted 

murder for shooting at a Chicago police 
officer during the subsequent chase, 
which ended in Chicago when the Buffa-
lo Grove man drove the car the Strick-
lands had commandered into a Chicago 
police squad car. 

Testimony last week at the Cook 
County Criminal Courts building cen-
tered on the death of "Big Bird" Reece 
in 1974 outside an East Chicago Heights 
school building. 

Strickland's death penalty hearing 
was continued Friday until 1 p.m. April 
18 in Judge Suria's courtroom in the 

Cook County Criminal Courts building, 
26th Street and California Avenue, Chi-
cago. 



OFFICER: Penalty called rebuff to chief 

Continued from Page 1 

and fire the police chief, declined to 
comment. 

But Commission Chairman Ed-
ward Main complained, "I think he 
(the attorney) should take his victo-
ry, if that's what he wants to call it, 
drink his champagne and leave the 
running of the village of Wheeling to 
the powers that be." 

During commission hearings, 
Haeger argued that Russell, 40, 
should be fired for his handling of a 
February 1989 incident, during 
which the 12-year department veter- 
an left a man unattended after stop-
ping him near Old Willow and Wolf 
roads. 

The man, a Chicago police officer 
on mental disability leave, then re-
turned to his truck, where officers 
later found a loaded gun with about 
80 rounds of ammunition. 

Stephen Culliton, an attorney for 
Haeger, argued that the incident 
points out Russell's "chronic pattern 
of misconduct." He cited seven 
missed court dates and six accidents 
involving Russell's squad car. 

The suspension will cost Russell 
about $3,000. Commissioners said 
the single incident of unsatisfactory 
job performance of which Russell 
was found guilty is not cause to fire 
him. Russell could not be reached 
for comment. 

dents may be referred to a special-
ist's care. 

Residents interested in participat-
ing in the free checkups must sched-
ule an appointment with the county 
health department at 865-6100. The 
health department must have at 
least 10 appointments, and no more 
than 16 a day, for the van. 

Village Sanitarian Daniel Adams 
encourages residents to call the 
health department to determine 
whether they qualify for the free 
health care even if they are not sure. 
The county has a list of eligibility 
questions, including basic financial 

information, that determine whether 
residents qualify. 

"I think it's a really worthwhile 
program," Adams said. "The focus 
of it is prevention. I think it's really 
important because a lot of things end 
up being serious and can be caught 
and treated at an early stage. The 
success rate of treatment is much 
higher then." 

This is the third time the van has 
come into Wheeling. Last year, the 
two programs were successful. How-
ever, a stop planned this past Janu-
ary was cancelled because of low 
participation, Adams said. 
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Suspension of 
Wheeling cop 
called 'rebuff' 
BY VICKI SPEER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The attorney for Wheeling police 
Officer Adrian D. Russell charged 
Wednesday that his client's suspen-
sion is a rebuke to Police Chief Mi-
chael F. Haeger, but Haeger denied 
that it's personal. 

Despite Haeger's recommendation 
for dismissal, the Wheeling police 
and fire commission late Tuesday 
suspended Russell for 30 days with-
out pay for unsatisfactory job per-
formance. Commission members 
called the sentence "a step up in the 
progressive discipline he has 
received up to now." 

But James R. Truschke, Russell's 
attorney, claims the decision was a 
victory, and maintains it foresha-
dows the end of Haeger's tenure. 
Haeger battled hard for Russell's 
dismissal, and the commission's re-
fusal to fire the officer paves the 
way for Haeger's own ouster, 
Truschke said. 

"The chief put his job, his reputa-
tion, his prestige on the line," 
Truschke said. "The board rebuffed 
him." 

"Absolutely incorrect," Commis-
sioner Rita Stryszyk said. The penal-
ty was as stiff as possible, short of 
firing Russell, she said. 

"I don't agree with them at all 
that it was a minor penalty," 
Stryszyk added. "Thirty days of a 
man's pay is a lot. Plus, it goes on his 
record." 

Haeger, appointed Wheeling police 
chief in 1982, said Truschke's opinion 
reflects only the attorney's own an-
tipathy. Though the ruling was con-
trary to his recommendation, 
Haeger said it is part of the process, 
and does not rebuff him as an indi-
vidual. 

"I don't think he speaks for the po-
lice department, I don't think he 
speaks for this community, I don't 
think he speaks for the village mana-
ger, I don't think he speaks for the 
village president and I don't think he 
speaks for the village board," 
Haeger said. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son, who has sole authority to hire  

suspen 

Wheeling police cl ficer 
Adrian Russell was sus- 
pended without pay for 30 
days Tuesday for failing to 
exercise proper care during 
a 1989 traffic stop of an 
allegedly armed and poten-
tially dangerous suspect. 

After meeting behind 
closed doors for an hour and 
40 minutes, the board of 
police and fire commission-
ers opted to suspend the 
12-year veteran rather than 
terminate him, as Police 
Chief Michael Haeger had 
recommended. 

In issuing the suspen-
sion, the commission said 
that while Russell's actions 
didn't warrant his dismiss-
al, Russell needs "to take 
serious steps to improve his 
performance." 

Russell hugged his wife 
Lee and accepted the con-
gratulations of several fel-
low officers after the verdict 
was handed down at 11 p.m. 
Tuesday. 

He declined comment on 
the suspension, saying that 
Haeger had commanded 
officers not to comment on 
any cases involving litiga-
tion with the department. 

"At this time I don't feel I 
could comment because the 
chief told me not to," Rus-
sell said. 

"I'm just glad it's over," 
said Russell's wife, Lee 
Allen-Russell, a police dis-
patcher who said she was 

Commissioners 
officer 
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also prevented from com-
menting further on orders 
of the police chief. 

Haeger also declined 
comment Tuesday, as did 
his attorney, Steve Culliton. 

Russell's attorney, 
James Truschke, said his 
client had not decided 
whether to appeal the com-
mission's sentence to a 
higher court. 

"The chief came in like 
gangbusters asking for his 
job," Truschke said. "He's 
got a problem with his own 
men. He's got a problem 
leading his men. He should 
try to lead by example. He's 
trying to lead by fear." 

In Tuesday's aggravation 
and mitigation phase of 
Russell's sentencing hear-
ing, Culliton, for the first 
time, brought up Russell's 
previous record of eight 
suspensions and seven rep-
rimands since 1984, claim-
ing that the record showed a 
"chronic pattern of miscon-
duct." 

Of Russell's 15 disciplin-
ary offenses, six were filed 
for his involvement in acci-
dents with his squad car 
and seven were for missing 
court dates. 

Russell had last received 
a 10-day suspension in Sep-
tember, 1988, for missing 
court dates. 

Give a hel . ng hand 
(1.-- e-N.A.,,,L3,--,-• 11--  t a- -9' -0 

F
inding  somethin to do on the weekends is not a 
problem for most of us, but the Village of Wheeling 
could use the help of its residents next Saturday, 

April 21. 
What the village needs is a helping hand in cleaning 

up some of the major thoroughfares that have become 
home to stray garbage tossed out window by many a 
passing motorist. 

The annual clean-up day, promoted as "Up With 
Wheeling Day", is a good chance for everyone to give 
something back to the community they live in without 
having to open up their wallets and without having to 
adopt a political philosophy. 

All you need is a pair of work gloves and an appetite 
for the free lunch the village provides for those who 
take part. 

Aside from the benefit of helping to clean up the 
local landscape, you also might meet some new friends. 
The clean-up campaign kicks off at 8:30 a.m. behind 
Village Hall. 

Wellness van set to wheel into VVheeling 
tea) ,ct ruJ2 ,qq  

Wheeling residents may receive 
free health checkup when the Well- 
ness on Wheels van makes its third Representatives from the Cook 
trip through town Thursday. County Health Department will pro- 

The Wellness on Wheels program, vide physicals for students, health 
coordinated by the village's board of counseling, tests for anemia and dia- 
health, provides medical care for betes, blood pressure screening, vi- 
residents who otherwise cannot af- sion and hearing tests, dental check, 
ford it. Mount Prospect is one near- immunizations, self-breast exam, ur- 
by community that also has partici- inalysis, pap smears and pelvic ex- 
pated in the Wellness on Wheels pro- ams, prostate and testicular exams 
gram. and cholesterol screening. 

The mobile health center will For a slight additional fee, resi- 

BY TRISH LI TENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

wheel through Wheeling at 8:30 p.m. 
and depart at 11:30 p.m. Thursday 
from the village hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 
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After 43 years of service, Wheeling 
Fire Chief Bernie Koeppen is calling 
it a career. (Right) Koeppen chats 
with Dan Suerth and Mike Huth. 

A fond farewell 
for proud 
Bernie Koeppen may no longer be 

the fire chief of Wheeling, but he is 
still keeping his eyes and ears open 
for fires. 

As he retired last week after 43 
years with the Wheeling Fire Depart-
ment, Koeppen said he planned to 
keep on listening to the fire depart-
ment radio scanner in his house. 

"I'll be listening," he said. "I'll be 
checking to see how fast they get to 
the fires." 

As a child, Koeppen lived on a vege-
table farm his family owned on Dun-
dee Road, just a hook and ladder or 
two from where his office sits in 
Wheeling Village Hall. Then a bus-
tling community of only 350 residents, 
Wheeling's subsequent population 
and development boom have worn 
well on the chief, who insists he's not 
the type to retire to a warmer climate. 

"I guess I intend to die here," he 
said of Wheeling, "because I don't 
intend to move anywhere." 

When Koeppen joined Wheeling's 
volunteer firefighters in 1947, he 
knew nothing about fighting fires. He 
said he quickly learned through expe-
rience. 

"I loved it, but I never would have 
dreamt that I would put in 36 years as 
chief," said the 65-year-old Koeppen. 

In 1954, he became chief of the vol-
unteer fire department, and in 1969, 
he took over as the village's first full-
time fire chief. But he only grudgingly 
gave up the duty of going into the heat 
of the action. 

"When I was young, they couldn't 
keep me out of a fire," he laughed. 
"But you slow down as you get older." 

The Wheeling Fire Department 
changed a lot over the years that 
Koeppen was in charge. "In 1947, if we 
had 30 or 35 calls a year, it would have 
been a lot," he said. "Today, we're just 
under 3,000 calls a year." 

Koeppen has vivid memories of 
fighting some tough fires: a 1963 blaze 
that killed two 9-year-old boys; a fire 
in Wheeling High School's library, 
sparked by a Molotov cocktail thrown 
through a window; and the crash of a 
single-engine airplane into the Acco 
International Inc. factory. 

But one of his toughest fights as 
fire chief was his battle against the 
tradition of red fire trucks. In 1971, he 
became the first fire chief in Illinois to 
introduce fire engines that were lime-
yellow, a hue the eye sees before any 
other color. 

"It was hard to bust that tradition 
of red and black fire engines," Koep-
pen said, never one to let tradition 
stand in the way of justified change. 

"I guess red stood for fire and black 
stood for smoke," he said. "A lot of 
these young firemen still like their 
fire engines red." 

chief 

I loved it, 
but I never 
would have 
dreamt that 
I would put 
in 36 years 
as chief. 
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Police find most comply 
with cap insurance law 

y D 
With the state's mandatory motor vehicle 

insurance law in effect for more than four 
months, police in six suburban communities 
find that most motorists appear to be comply-
ing with it. 

None of the departments has experienced 
significant problems enforcing the new law, 
and all allow officers some discretion in ticket-
ing violators. 

The law, which took effect on Jan. 1, 
requires all motor vehicle owners to carry lia-
bility insurance against death, injuries or prop-
erty damage resulting from traffic accidents. 

An insurance card, issued by the provider of 
the coverage, must be kept in the vehicle, even 
when it is being driven by someone other than 
its owner. 

Violators face fines of from $500 to $1,000, 
and possible suspensions of vehicle registra-
tion. 

Asked about compliance in Buffalo Grove, 
Sgt. Stu Parets said about three-fourths of the 
people have insurance cards. 

Wheeling Chief Gary O'Rourke had a similar 
assessment, saying, "I think generally, the vast 
majority are in compliance." 

Hoffman Estates Police Sgt. John Gomoll 
and Schaumburg Lt. Howard Winkelhake saw 
things in a similar light. 

Palatine appeared to be the exception. 
In that community, the only one in which 

statistics were immediately available, 134 tick-
ets have been issued to drivers who could not 
produce an insurance card, according to Depu-
ty Police Chief Michael McDonald. 

"Indications are that one out of four drivers 
are not in compliance," McDonald said. 

He added, though, that he expected to see an 
increase in compliance as the motoring public 
becomes aware of the law. 

Fines are small 
McDonald also noted, however, that the of 

maximum fines assessed by judges seems to be 
very small in uninsured motorist cases. 

Gomoll referred to a somewhat similar phe-
nomenon. 

"What I'm hearing is, the judges are throw-
ing it out if (violators) come to court and can 
show proof of insurance," he said. "They're 
getting the $500 fine if they can't." 

In at least one community, allowing officers 
some latitude in enforcing the law was aimed 
partly at maintaining good public relations. 

"It could be one heck of a PR tool, either 
way," Rolling Meadows Commander Timothy 
Lonergan said. "You're always going to have a 
portion of the public saying, 'No one ever told  

11-- / — 7  
me,' about the law's provisions.' 

Enforcing it too stringently, he pointed out, 
could result in citizens asking, "Don't you have 
something else to do?' 

Officers in Rolling Meadows, as in the other 
municipalities, may demand to see the insur-
ance card in the course of a traffic stop, acci-
dent investigation or any other legitimate 
reason to pull a motorist over, Lonergan 
explained. 

"You don't stop people just to see their 
insurance cards," Winkelhake agreed. "There 
has to be some other violation." 

Exceptions 
Police in most communities outlined exam-

ples of mitigating circumstances under which 
officers might issue warnings to violators, rath-
er than traffic citations. 

"If you borrow a neighbor's car to drive to 
the store and are stopped for another offense, 
the officer probably would not issue a citation," 
Winkelhake said. "It would probably be a ver-
bal warning." 

"If your mother's driving your car, and 
there's evidence the vehicle is most probably 
insured, a warning would be the likely result in 
Wheeling, O'Rourke added. 

While warnings were given somewhat rou-
tinely in Buffalo Grove during January, except 
in cases where motorists were involved in seri-
ous violations such as drunken driving, police 
expect to do selective enforcement of the law in 
June to emphasize its importance, according to 
Parets. 

"We continue to educate the public (on the 
law's importance)," he said. 

Gomoll, however, questioned the propriety 
of giving an officer leeway in making enforce-
ment decisions. 

"It's not his job to determine guilt or inno-
cence," he insisted. "If an officer sees what 
appears to be a violation, then he's obliged to 
write the necessary tickets. If there are extenu-
ating circumstances, then that's why we have 
judges and courts." 

And in some cases, a ticket would be all but 
automatic, officers in all the municipalities 
pointed out. 

"In an accident, it's almost mandatory," 
Winkelhake said, explaining that it's for the 
welfare and benefit of the other person 
involved in the collision. 

And ultimately, all the departments sub-
scribed to the position stated by MacDonald. 
While officers are allowed discretion, he 
emphasized, "It's the law and our policy is to 
enforce it," 

Free speech fight? 
Cop may challenge department rules 

Wheeling police officer Robert Pressley, 
whose racial discrimination suit against the 
village will begin in June, is expected to issue 
a statement on his case in the next week 
despite a gag order from Police Chief Michael 
Haeger. 

Pressley's attorney, Alan Freedman, said 
in addition to Pressley's statement, the offi-
cer will probably go to court to challenge the 
constitutionality of the department's rules 
barring employees from commenting on 
pending litigation. 

Freedman said Pressley's statement will 
describe what Freedman called racism in the 
Wheeling Police Department and within 
Wheeling village government. 

"There are so many things that have been 
kept secret," Freedman said. 

"Ultimately my client is going to make a 
statement, probably within the next few days. 
It will probably be a written statement 
because my client is still afraid of being 
harassed by the chief. People are going to find 
out what's really going on in the Wheeling 
Police Department and about racism in the 
village of Wheeling." 

Haeger declined comment on the depart-
ment's gag orders Tuesday. Attempts to reach 
the attorney representing Haeger in the case, 
William Kurnik, were unsuccessful. 

Freedman won a court injunction against 
Haeger two weeks ago when he asked for a 
restraining order lifting the chief's gag order 
against his client. Freedman claimed that 
Haeger's gag order was a violation of Pres- 

sley's constitutional rights to free speech. 
On March 29 U.S. District Judge John 

Nordberg granted Pressley's request for a 
restraining order. However, the judge ruled 
that since department regulations prohibit 
police officers from speaking to the press 
about outstanding litigation, Pressley still 
couldn't comment to the media about his suit. 

Freedman said he still wasn't sure whether 
the chief's gag order was applicable to written 
as well as oral statements. 

He said Judge Nordberg did not rule on the 
constitutionality of the department's rules 
regarding statements on litigated cases. 

Freedman said his client would probably 
challenge the constitutionality of the depart-
ment's rules and regulations regarding state-
ments made by officers. 

The effects of the departmental rules on 
commenting about cases to the media were in 
evidence last week when Wheeling police offi-
cer Adrian Russell was issued a 30-day sus-
pension by the village's police and fire com-
mission for unsatisfactory performance. At 
the time, Russell said he declined comment 
on the ruling because of department rules. 

Russell's wife, a dispatcher with the police 
department, gave the same reasoning in 
declining comment on her husband's ruling. 

Pressley, who was also present at the hear-
ing along with some other officers, likewise 
declined comment on the Russell ruling. 

"I'd like to comment but I'm afraid that the 
chief will discipline me," Pressley said at the 
time. 



Workers from Waste Management make a pick 
up in Wheeling Friday along with a crew of 

BILL OAKES/Pioneer Press 

workers from Goodwill Industries who are after 
a different kind of recyclable material. 

will official. 
That quantity, said Wad-

sworth, is especially hearten-
ing because, historically, 
winter is a lean donation peri-
od. 

Between 15 percent and 20 
percent of Wheeling house- 

holds, the approximate num-
ber Goodwill had hoped for, 
have been participating in the 
program, he calculated. 

Surprising quality 
But Wadsworth looks 

beyond the numbers in tabu-
lating the plan's success. 

"The quality has surprised 
us," he revealed. "It's been 
much better than what we get 
by other collection methods." 

He added that "waste," 
the amount of unusable 
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Recycling effort 
Goodwill Industries has 

found that, in Wheeling, at 
least, charity does begin at 
home: or more specifically, at 
the curb. 

Two-thirds of the way 
through a six-month trial run, 
Goodwill officials say a pro-
gram under which clothing, 
toys, small appliances, kitchen 
utensils and other household 
items are picked up at the 
curbs of donors' homes has 
exceeded expectations, and 
will eventually be expanded 
into neighboring communi-
ties. It is now unique to Wheel-
ing. 

James Wadsworth, presi-
dent of Goodwill Industries of 
Chicago and Cook County, 
said last week that while there 
are no immediate plans to 
include Palatine in the pickup 
system, that village could be 
incorporated into it someday. 

Since the program began 
last December, Goodwill 
trucks, which follow Waste 
Management crews once a 
month as they collect recycla-
ble materials at about 5,600 
Wheeling homes, have picked 
up 26,000 pounds of donated 
material. 

In its initial stages, alone, 
the program garnered 2,074 
bags of reusables that may not 
have been received had donors 
been required to use drop box-
es, according to another Good- 
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good will 
donations, has been greatly 
reduced under the pickup 
system. 

Wheeling, in fact, was 
selected by Goodwill and 
Waste Management, who run 
the program cooperatively, 
as the prototype community 
for the pickup program 
because it seemed to be fer-
tile philanthropic ground. 

"The demographics were 
right," Wadsworth explained. 
"It's progressive, and open 
and receptive to this kind of 
an idea." 

And being a comparatively 
affluent community, of 
course, its hand-me-downs 
were more likely to come 
from the top shelf. 

Ultimately, they go to 
racks and bins in Goodwill 
outlets, where they expand 
the revenue stream for job 
training programs, a repre-
sentative of the agency said. 

Palatine Public Works 
Director Andrew Radetski, 
meanwhile, cautioned that a 
pickup program might have a 
downside in his village. 

"We'll have people putting 
out garbage, yard waste and 
recyclables as it is," he point-
ed out. "It takes time and 
effort. You'll have eight bags 
out there. It's possible to 
overload the residents with 
too much (sorting responsi-
bility)." 
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are on the rise 

-6 2 -g.. _ ca  is- _,.."- 1: : 161 4-..)  
E co w '-g () (8 ,,,c5VS.4 4 co  •-• a ty o.) co da. co C4 c4 ',.,•-• 4, 0 b.0 0  E 0 1-' C-,  
° 0 CI) a% LA f,. -,.......i4 .2 . G.> ." 

g"-',„ ia -;t1 2 5 $ c `  -0  •-• d. •'... 

›-. ,... En ..= rA cad    , IX co 4, C 2 ti) 4,) = 17; v) 6.1 CO tu c ty '''" .._; 
0 cu>  g rt E n  ,,,,„,w Ea  o boo 1 2ii g 0.1> ; 

O › . .a " a) ra 7:1' ... $ ...-, E ..t --, ,.,; ,,, o --. al xi ('3 1, ,_, ,,, ..,,, :a  ,,,,i .....„ $.. ce.  0 .
s.E.1113.  8 i.  „c1

C1)  :2-... 
O. 

a 
 4.

; K" .,
g ,r5

C.) 
co
>, 

0 ...h4 q) 0 Ci. , " co  I. cua:".a2{n o f,,,coVc) ,,T4E 0 m,,, 
.a ca FA C.) aI) al Et 0,)  ..-. .,,, ...-. 1  

Er ,„1-. ., 474 0 a+ = g 0 s... 0  F. 0  :a ..... 4 C*4 
til ..... .0 = - w 2 o .= o -. lo .n. >. s.,, C.) -.-4 .0 -4.-v 
O 0 4. 0  0  G)  8 ms En co a CO) C) .0 =1 co  0  a 0 . co ,0, =   g 2, ci] al 1.6..-c  -.„ co ,.,.., . 4.4,4.. Ca 

6 cBt's 
a) 

O 2 

• a) as o cu o .••• ra„, 

pci
al 7

2. 
 „J
o 
 ..1 *c71,6 ,7„ ; cjw 9  a)

o t...1 

EC 
co 

•-•" 0 .0 ai o '" 11.4 E "O E z, „s c, 
›, .E (4 0. s to  .1) E t tr'. 

.5. ›, cu a) "0 C.) 4)  0  
b g g ) ? • • 8 • mo E "o ro o .4,. .0 C.0 ^ CL) ct 

• CD - E 0.0 • 

4 zicy, ..(4M 803 '" asn 1! um SQ ?) Win Cl.)°  yj 

41 .4 2 a,  .4$ 7,.• cl 1- 113 4) t Zv" 

Z a -1 o Et Et glom o .u)  

..a E 
- 2 d a) c

a
l
)
)  -85 

Cep  
-0. cz' • g 

. -.-) „_, a) • a ' c.1 .0. 
v..1 0  CS 01 

Cd ry, 
 

..1.1 Z • -•..,  

° V 8

ROI 1::$ 7, ,... 
60.0 c ,...,c c .c  s. ca. 

>, a co o) c.,,c)  ,4 '-' W.-. el 
>,...3 0 •-•  4., 0 tte = "0 ..':3  a 'ill 5 " <1.) C.) 0 .-. ,.., 0 cl) ,.., = IV ,_.. • -, -. 

E st.," 1-4 7'2_ ._, 0  • $-. ;LI 
c! c.)   •-• 
" _ ''' ' ,1 ,_ : ' - '71:::"  ;:42 -.,  0 o) 0 .c$

: 

GS. 2 lab cr, .0 
9 
.-' bia '''' a) -'' "" 

cui = '0 $ ca .0 '0 'at E = 
a) 2 o I 45 > L. , E. 0 E-. o 0,,, a) .= c c., •T:s ..a 

2 tt E a. ...-.-,:,5_, H •ot. -..v., c..) c..,  

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's second full-time fire 
chief will take over the helm of the 
fire department following a cere-
monial swearing in by the village 
board today . 

Keith S. MacIsaac, the former 
fire chief in Lake Zurich, replaces 
36-year fire chief Bernhardt 0. 
"Bernie" Koeppen, who retired at 
the end of last month. 

MacIsaac, a Buffalo Grove resi-
dent, served his last day Friday as 
the director of emergency ser-
vices/fire chief for Lake Zurich 
Fire Rescue Department, where 
he was instrumental in combining 
the village's fire and paramedic 
departments in 1988. He served  

there less than two years. 
"We certainly welcome him and 

look forward to having him come 
here," Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz said. "He's very 
well qualified, and he'll make a 
good fire chief for us. We've been 
very fortunate to have one chief 
all these years and we're looking 
forward to working with the sec-
ond one." 

Chosen from a field of 25 appli-
cants for the position, MacIsaac 
will oversee a staff of 41 full-time 
employees and 14 paid-on-call vol-
unteers. His annual salary will in-
crease from the $44,000 he was 
making in Lake Zurich to $55,000, 
plus benefits and a car. 

As Wheeling fire chief, Ma-
cIsaac will take part in the fire- 

fighters' nearly two-year-long con-
tract negotiation talks, which re-
sumed last month after hitting a 
stalemate in January. The 31-
year-old MacIsaac negotiated a 
contract with the Lake Zurich fire-
fighters' union. 

Koeppen, 65, who served on the 
fire department for 43 years, was 
appointed chief of the volunteer 
department in 1954 before becom-
ing the first full-time fire employ-
ee in 1969. Koeppen, a life-time 
resident of Wheeling, is best 
known for making Wheeling one of 
the first departments in the nation 
to paint the fire trucks lime green. 
Koeppen agreed with a study that 
found the unpopular color hits the 
spectrum of the eye quicker than 
any other color. 

co. H r 16, \`190 

eeling's new fire chief begins today 
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Fo h of July ready to shine in Wheeling 

N/ 4U  
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Fourth of July 
Committee is on its way, members 
say, to putting on one of the best 
Independence Day celebrations the 
village has had in the past decade. 

Members of the committee -
formed about 11 years ago after 
the village discontinued contribut-
ing money to the annual event -
say money donated by the village, 
park district and other contribu-
tors will improve the celebration. 

Village Trustee Judy Abruscato, 
who also is a member of the 
Fourth of July committee, re-
quested the village board contrib-
ute $2,000 for the celebration "to 
show the residents in some way  

maybe we do care." 
Last year, Wheeling Park Dis-

trict officials and other village 
residents blasted the fireworks 
display and the confusion on July 4 
about which community group was 
responsible for various aspects of 
the festivities. 

Fourth of July committee mem-
bers said that the display could 
have been better with more money 
because the committee must rely 
only on fund-raisers and contribu-
tions to pay for the Fourth of July 
fireworks and parade. 

The park district already has 
pledged $1,500 this year, and vil-
lage board members recently 
agreed to fund up to $1,500 for the 
event. 

"It's taken 10 years to revitalize  

it," Abruscato said. "For the past 
three years it's been hard. I think 
it's coming up again. I'm sure we'll 
have a beautiful fireworks display. 
With this extra funding, I'm sure it 
will be a better year." 

Abruscato also expects to col-
lect about $400 from a pancake 
breakfast sponsored by the Wheel-
ing Lion's Club; $1,000 from a spa-
ghetti dinner planned for next 
week; $500 from the Rotary Club; 
and a donation from St. Joseph the 
Worker Church, which also holds 
the days-long Familyfest in con-
junction with the Fourth of July 
celebration. In addition, residents 
may include a $1 contribution on 
their monthly water bills, in which 
Abruscato plans to collect about 
$2,000 this year. 

It's been a year since municipal elections installed a number 
of women mayors in Cook and Lake County suburbs. They may 
have helped women to achieve a critical mass in village halls, 
and may yet prove to be a turning point in local politics. 

In northwest Cook County suburbs, three women won 
mayoral races last year. Two, Billie D. Roth of Streamwood 
and Rita Mullins of Palatine, had been village clerks before 
they decided to run for mayor. They followed in the tradition of 
other Cook County clerks-turned-mayors - Buffalo Grove's 
Verna Clayton and Hanover Park's Sonya Crawshaw. 

The remaining two Cook County women mayors, Sheila 
Schultz of Wheeling and Inverness' Donna Thomas, gained 
experience as village trustees before becoming mayor. 

Lake County suburbs gained three new women mayors in last 
year's election - Marilyn Sindles of Mundelein, Jo Ann 
Eckmann of Libertyville and Barbara Williams of Vernon Hills. 
All three served as village trustees before taking the mayoral 
plunge. 

In the past, women have often followed a route that led from 
PTA or community group involvement to serving on school 
boards and then village boards. And while suburban mayoral 
offices have been accessible to women, few have used them as a 
stepping stone. Many women instead used township offices as a 
route to state and county politics. 

But this is likely to change. Rita Athas, executive director of 
the Northwest Municipal Conference, points out that as women 
gain a critical mass in the village halls of suburbs, more and 
more will run for higher office. Already, Wheeling's Schultz 
won the Democratic nomination for the Cook County Board and 
Evanston Mayor Joan Barr won the Republican nomination for 
a state representative seat. 

One factor that may help women rise is that they bring their 
own particular strengths to the job. Rita Mullins observed that 
the most important is consensus-building, which includes 
listening to all points of view before making a decision. 

Other strengths include a born-through-necessity ability to 
plan and juggle several things at once. And still another, 
mentioned by the Northwest Municipal Conference's Athas, 
comes from the fact that women are still relatively new to 
politics. As such, they are more inclined to ask "why not?" and 
take a risk on innovative solutions. 

More will unfold in this fall's and next spring's elections -
but look for your woman mayor's star to rise. 

SUBURBAN REPORT' 
p ti • M 

Plastic 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily  Herald  Staff  Writer  

Wheeling residents will pay 
nearly twice as much for recycling 
when plastic containers are includ-
ed in the weekly curbside collec-
tions in July. 

Trustees in a 5 to 1 vote Monday 
approved extending the yearly re-
cycling agreement with the vil-
lage's trash hauler, Buffalo Grove-
Wheeling Disposal, an affiliate of 
Waste Management of North 
America, Inc. 

Residents now pay $1 a month 
for pickup of newspapers, colored 
and clear glass and aluminum and 
tin. That rate will remain the 
same until July when the disposal 
company adds plastics to the col- 

lection, and then the rate will in-
crease to $1.95 a month. 

As the first of a four-phase Plas-
tic Recycling Alliance plan devel-
oped by Waste Management and 
DuPont, Buffalo Grove-Wheeling 
Disposal will collect plastics, 
which include one-gallon milk bot-
tles, one-gallon water bottles, two-
gallon water dispensers, plastic 
juice and liquid laundry detergent 
containers, and one-, two- and 
three-liter soda pop bottles. 

However, the company will not 
accept plastic bleach and 
dishwashing liquid bottles, and 
shampoo, conditioner, anti-freeze 
and oil containers because they 
cause a reaction to the solution 
when they are cleaned. 

Only Trustee Judy Abruscato  

voted against the agreement. She 
suggested adding only 50 cents to 
the current $1 rate from July 
through December and determine 
after that whether an additional 50 
cents should again be added to the 
rate. 

"I don't have a problem at all 
with the recycling program be-
cause we need it," Abruscato said. 
"Why do we need to raise the price 
to $1.95? Why can't we have it at 
$1.50?" 

Waste Management's Recycling 
Coordinator Lee Addleman said 
that the recycling program is los-
ing money, and the increase is 
needed to offset the cost of addi-
tional labor required to collect and 
sort the plastics. 

is up, to double recycling costs 



Resident tries to take bite out of crime 

program, hiring additional 
personnel and vehicle pur-
chases will help drive spend-
ing up 7 percent to about $21.5 
million in the Village of Wheel-
ing during the 1990-91 fiscal 
year. 

Much of the spending 
increase will go toward hiring 
more personnel, including one 
full-time police officer, a full-
time social worker for the 
police department, two clerks, 
one firefighter and a full-time 
position in the building 
department. In addition, a 
part-time health inspector 
position was created. 

Before approving the bud-
get, trustees engaged in a 
lengthy discussion about 
social service agency funding, 
which was increased slightly 
from $85,250 in the present 
budget which expires on April 
30 to $86,350. 

"It's really tough on both 
sides of this. I would just urge 
the board and the community 
to do everything they can to 
support these agencies," said 
Village President Sheila 
Schultz. "I would hope that 
there is going to be help for all 
of (the social service groups 
that need funding)." 

If the trustees were reluc-
tant to make a sizable increase 

yin social service agency fund-
ing, they were also inclined to 
make greater use of existing 
fund balances this year to help 
pay for budgeted items. 

The village will supplement 
its overall spending of $21.49 
million by dipping into exist- 

Village forecasts 
7% budget hike 

6rcYbs 0  € 1-74-15-6 
Costs for an ongoing sewer ing fund balances for more 

than $5 million, said Village 
Finance Director Bob Fialkow-
ski. 

Spending in the general 
fund will increase 8 percent to 
$9 million. General fund reve-
nues in the 1990-91 fiscal year 
only will total $7.2 million, 
however. 

Fialkowski said to help 
make up for the shortfall, $1.8 
million in existing cash bal-
ances in the fund will be used 
to offset expenses. He added 
that the fund balance is now 
close to $4 million. 

The village also will dip into 
its water and sewer fund bal-
ance for almost $2 million to 
supplement $5.4 million in 
budgeted expenses. Fialkow-
ski said the water and sewer 
fund balance will be depleted 
because revenues are only 
pegged at $3.4 million. 

He added that water rates 
will probably be increased 
sometime during the 1990-91 
fiscal year "to allow the fund 
to operate properly." 

Fialkowski declined to 
speculate on the size of the 
potential increase. 

He said that sewer and 
water expenses are being driv-
en up by a sewer rehabilitation 
program mandated by the 
metropolitan water reclama-
tion district. The program 
began in 1985, but the village 
doesn't know when it will end, 
Fialkowski said. 

"We keep doing things and 
testing and they keep saying 
we are not in compliance," 
Fialkowski said. 

A resident comes home 
from work and smells smoke 
outside his home. 

After thoroughly checking 
his home and testing his 
FILixolco alarms, ho roturns 
outside and hears a smoke 
alarm sounding at his 
neighbor's house. He calls the 
fire department and a 
catastrophe is avoided. 

This is what neighborhood 
watch programs are all about 
- protecting a neighborhood 
from crimes and calamities. 

At Tahoe Village in 
Wheeling, resident Jeff Lisitza 
has become the driving force 
behind the 453-unit 
subdivision's second attempt 
tat a neighborhood watch 
program. 

"I've seen a trend in 
Wheeling where there are 
many gang problems. We don't 
have a problem here, but we 
don't want to have a problem," 
Lisitza said. "We want to keep 
it a nice quiet community." 

Lisitza estimated that close 
to 2,000 people live in his 
community, which is located 
off Buffalo Grove road south of 
Dundee Road. He began trying 
to organize residents in 
January and has gotten 120 
homeowners involved since 
his watch program began. 

Staff Water 
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"More people have shown 
up for the neighborhood watch 
program than for the 
neighborhood's social events," 
said Wheeling crime 
prevention officer Barbara 
Kobishop, who helped Lisitza 
organize the community 
residents. 

Lisitza's work is impressive, 
especially since a 
neighborhood watch program 
at Tahoe Village failed before 
it ever got off the ground 
several years ago. 

"I guess I proved to some of 
the residents that with a little 
hard work, something can 
happen," Lisitza said, saying 
that his efforts were initially 
viewed with skepticism. "The 
response at first was, 'Well 
we've tried it before. It never 
worked so why waste your 
time.' " 

Lisitza works in the security 

field and has two daughters, 
ages 7 and 9, which are three of 
the main reasons he got 
involved with the community 
watch effort. 

The program isn't designed 
to make secret police out of 
neighborhood residents, but 
rather to get residents to 
watch out their front, back and 
side windows for anything 
unusual in a neighborhood. 

"Neighborhood watch is (all 
about keeping) your ears and 
eyes open," Lisitza said, "to 
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make sure that there is 
nothing suspicious going on." 

The idea of the program is 
to get areas of the subdivision 
"certified" as a neighborhood 
watch area. 

The Tahoe Village program 
already has certified a number 
of individual streets. "We are 
certifying each street as we get 
50 percent of the residents of a 

street to attend a meeting," 
Lisitza said. 

He pointed out that 
certifying areas sends a 
message out to the criminal 

element. "I want the word put 
out that we are not going to put 
up with (crime)," he added. 

Neighborhood watch 
groups also are designed to 

educate citizens about how to 

deter crime. 

Among the crime 

prevention tips the village 

recommends are: 

• Keeping doors and 

windows locked when not at 

home. 

• Installing peepholes in all 

entry doors to see who is 

outside the door without 

having to open it. 

• Starting a neighborhood 

watch program. 

• Don't leave keys in the 

mailbox or under a mat. 

• Identify all valuables by 
engraving your driver's 
license number in them. 

Tahoe Village resident Jeff Lisitza and his neighbors are standing 
watch over their neighborhood. 

RICHARD BAJJALIEH/Pioneer Press 



High court 
rules in favor 
of fire union 
ver _ 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
and DAVE URBANEK 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Wheeling officials engaged in un-
fair labor practices when they 
refused to negotiate with the fire-
fighters union because lieutenants 
were to become part of the member-
ship, the Illinois Supreme Court 
ruled Wednesday. 

The high court's ruling could clear 
the way for a contract settlement, 
which has been held up for nearly 
four years after firefighters moved 
to include six lieutenants in the 
Wheeling Firefighters Association. 

In rejecting the village's argu-
ment, the Supreme Court unani-
mously ruled that lieutenants are not 
counted as supervisors and, there-
fore, could be included in bargaining 
units under state law. The judgment 
reaffirms the earlier rulings of an 
appellate court and the Illinois La-
bor Relations Board. 

"It will hopefully get these negoti-
ations resolved and completed," said 
Bart Burns, president of the fire-
fighters union. "Now that we have a 
defined bargaining unit, we can once 
and for all end this dispute." 

But village officials put little, if 
any, weight on the ruling's ability to 
stimulate an agreement. Village At-
torney James A. Rhodes said he will 
review the decision, which he says 
"appears to be contradictory," to 
determine the village's next step —
possibly a request for a rehearing. 

"The issue of who we were negoti-
ating with was never an issue," 
Rhodes said. "It (the ruling) does not 
bring it closer to there being a con-
tract. It doesn't mean we're any 
closer on the issues." 

Negotiations between the two 
sides began in June 1986 after the 
union moved to include lieutenants 
in its bargaining unit. The village ob-
jected, claiming the lieutenants were 
supervisors, and the union petitioned 
the Illinois Labor Relations Board. 
The labor board ruled in the union's 
favor, and the village appealed to 

Firefighters win Supreme st D 

Setting a precedent 
Court case 

the Illinois Appellate Court, which 
upheld the earlier decision. 

Although the two sides have held 
numerous negotiating sessions since 
June 1988, they have been unable to 
reach a new agreement. Fire-
fighters, who have not received rais-
es since April 1988, continue to work 
under the terms of the contract that 
expired April 30, 1986. 

In their ruling, Supreme Court jus- 

Continued from Page 1 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's police department 
will not be up to full staff for at 
least another five months, and that 
has at least one village trustee 
concerned. 

"I'm concerned for the safety of 
this community," Trustee Judy 
Abruscato said. "I'm concerned 
for what we've lost." 

Since last month, three officers 
and one sergeant have resigned. 
Abruscato is questioning why the 
officers have left and why there 
are seven police openings waiting 
to be filled. 

In June, the department will be 
short another member with the re-
tirement of Sgt. Jack Kimsey, a 

By Bob Kehoe 
and Michael Ulreich 

In what is being viewed as 
a landmark decision by other 
firefighters across the state, 
the Village of Wheeling 
Wednesday lost its bid to 
block lieutenants in the 
Wheeling Fire Department 
from being included in the 
firefighters' collective bar-
gaining unit. 

Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig Anderson said Wednes-
day he had just been 
informed of the Illinois 
Supreme Court ruling, but 
said he had yet to read the 
opinion. 

Attempts to reach Wheel-
ing Village Attorney James 
Rhodes for comment were 
unsuccessful. 

The ruling marks the 
apparent end of years of legal 
wrangling between the vil-
lage and the firefighters over 
whether the lieutenants qual-
ified as supervisory person-
nel. 

"I guess we've exhausted 
our (legal) options at this 
point, but I don't want to rule 
anything out," Anderson 
said. 

Village officials had stead-
fastly argued that the lieu-
tenants oversaw the work of 
others and thus should be 
viewed as managers. The 
firefighters' unit contended 
that the lieutenants worked 
side by side with their col-
leagues and should be 
allowed the same bargaining 
rights. 

The dispute was just one 
of a number of labor issues 
the two parties are trying to 
resolve. 

Wheeling Firefighters' 
Association President Bart 
Burns said he was happy 
about the decision, but not 
surprised. 

"Of course we're happy, 
but we expected it. We're 
most relieved that we've got 
our bargaining unit defined 
now and hope we can reach 

• Firefighters 
other firefighters around the 
state as it was to the local 
here. 

Dave Foreman, state presi-
dent of the Associated Fire-
fighters of Illinois, said the 
Illinois Supreme Court rul-
ing was a landmark decision 
that would set a precedent for 
other firefighter bargaining 
units across the state. 

Foreman said the "vast 
majority" of firefighter bar-
gaining units in Illinois now 
recognize company officers 
as part of the bargaining unit. 

Foreman said in those 
units,  chiefs  and sometimes 

32-year department veteran. 
Although some officers have 

been reassigned to fill in the gaps, 
the patrol officer posts are vacant 
because some of the resignations 
were recent and unexpected, po-
lice Chief Michael F. Haeger said. 

He added that five new officers 
will be hired before July — when 
the next Chicago Police Academy 
training session is offered. 

But Abruscato also is question-
ing why three new positions on the 
department — included in this 
year's recently-approved village 
budget — remain open. The posi-
tions are for an additional patrol 
officer and two newly-created 
commander posts. 

The commander hirings have 
been delayed because village off i- 

COURT: Fire lieutenants belong in union 
tices said the lieutenants fulfilled 
three of four criteria for being su-
pervisors: the lieutenants' "principle 
work" is different from ordinary 
firefighters; they have supervisory 
and disciplinary authority over fire-
fighters; and they are expected and 
permitted to use independent judg-
ment when dealing with firefighters. 

However, the court said the lieu-
tenants do not spend a "preponder-
ance" of their time on the job in su-
pervisory functions, 

n erned 9' ' about police vacancies 
cials said they could not find any 
qualified applicants in the first 
batch of candidates tested in Janu-
ary. Haeger said new applications 
for commanders will be accepted 
until May 11, and candidates will 
be tested June 22 and 23. 

Last week, Sgt. Michael J. Stau-
fenbiel, who successfully fought a 
demotion attempt by Haeger last 
year, resigned from the depart-
ment along with his wife, Eliza-
beth, also a Wheeling officer. They 
plan to move to Colorado. 

Last month, Officer Michael 
Korzeniowski quit the department 
after only eight months, and five-
year Officer Gregory Swiderek re-
signed from Wheeling to take a job 
with the Chicago Police Depart-
ment. 
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an agreement with the vil-
lage on a contract," Burns 
said during a short break in 
contract talks with the vil-
lage Wednesday. 

Burns said the fire-
fighters' association first 
took action back in 1986 to 
try to get lieutenants in the 
bargaining unit. 

The firefighters and the 
village have been unable to 
reach an agreement on new 
contract since April of 1985. 

With the firefighters work-
ing without a pay raise since 
the 1987-88 fiscal year, Burns 
is hoping the ruling on the 
lieutenants issue will help 
"spur some action in negotia-
tions" with the village. 

"We can resolve this dis-
pute completely and I believe 
and I hope we do that. We 
want to work with our new 
fire chief on continuing to 
improve service," Burns said. 

The Wheeling ruling was 
as much a shot in the arm for 

(Continued on page 18) 

Continued from page 5 

shift commanders are 
excluded from the bargain-
ing unit. 

After Wednesday's ruling, 
Foreman said bargaining 
units that now do not include 
company officers will either 
voluntarily recognize the 
court's ruling and include 
company officers in the bar-
gaining unit or have the case 
taken by the firefighters' 
local to the Illinois Labor 
Relations Board. 

"Obviously we're happy 
with the decision," Foreman 
said. "This is a decision we've 
been waiting for for a long 
time. 
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SUBURBAN REPORT 

Wheeling makes Palwaukee rules official 
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Nsyybudget's spending plan OK'd 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A social worker for the police de-
partment, a part-time health inspec-
tor and a donation for the Fourth of 
July celebration are just some of the 
expenses included in Wheeling's 
budget for next year. 

Village trustees unanimously have 
approved the $21.49 million spend-
ing plan, up 7.4 percent from last 
year's $20 million budget. 

Included in the police department 
budget is about $30,000 for a social 
worker and $27,000 for a new officer 
to fill the vacancy left by an officer 
reassigned to the Drug Abuse Resist-
ance Education (DARE) program. 

A social service worker will be 
hired to guide residents that need 
help police officers may not be able 
to provide. For example, in a domes-
tic dispute, the social worker may 
advise the resident about agencies 
that provide assistance for abused 
mates. 

With a social worker, officers 
would have more time to tend to 
other duties. Officers currently are 
required to stay with a troubled resi-
dent until the situation stabilizes, 
which sometimes can take up to two  

hours, Deputy Police Chief Michael 
Hermes said. 

"It lets the citizens of the commu-
nity know you don't have to wait un-
til something happens to get help," 
Village Manager Craig Anderson 
said. "Perhaps the social worker can 
assist the person ahead of time. 
There is some help available and you 
don't have to wait until a problem 
manifests itself in to a violent act or 
some other socially unacceptable be-
havior." 

Trustees also agreed to hire a 
part-time health inspector for 
$16,000, including a $13,000 annual 
salary and start-up costs. The in-
spector would assist Village Sanitar-
ian Daniel Adams, who has been 
forced to spread his workday thin 
because of a staff shortage. With a 
part-time inspector to perform daily 
duties, Adams could do more routine 
inspections of village apartments, 
housing complexes and swimming 
pools. 

Included in the budget for the first 
time in 11 years is a contribution to 
the Fourth of July celebration. Trus-
tees set aside $1,500 at the request of 
Trustee Judy Abruscato, a celebra-
tion organizer. The money will be 
used to help pay for fireworks and a  

parade planned for the event. 
However, trustees rejected fund-

ing for any new social service agen-
cies this year, saying they did not 
want to become a main provider for 
the agencies, which also receive 
funding from the township, the state 
and private contributions. 

"The money's got to come from 
somewhere," Trustee William A. 
Rogers said. "If we allow additional 
agencies to come on our list, we'll 
have to cut back from other agen-
cies. There's only so much we can 
fund. I think we have to be prudent 
in the agencies we fund." 

Trustees allocated $86,350 for the 
agencies as follows: $14,000 for Ho-
rizons Children's Center, $61,000 for 
Omni Youth Services, $1,500 for the 
Resource Center for the Elderly, 
$4,600 for Shelter, Inc. and $5,250 
for the Salvation Army. 

Other expenditures for next year 
include a new computer system in 
the village's finance department and 
$1.5 million for improvements to the 
sanitary sewer system. 

Officials anticipate $17.4 million 
in revenues for next year, with about 
$1.1 million coming from local prop-
erty taxes. The budget also will be 
supplemented with fund balances 

A capsule view 
of the budget 

Wheeling 
1990-1991 

Total spending 
$21.5 million Up 7.4% 
Total borrowing 
$2.6 million Down 3.6% 
Property taxes 
$3.9 million Down 38% 
How much it would 
cost the owner of a 
$126,940 house: $317 

left over from previous years. 
A Wheeling resident with a house 

with a market value of $126,940, 
pays about $317 in property taxes 
with a current tax of $1.50 per $100 
assessed valuation. 

Because the village board de-
creased its levy last year by 22 per-
cent, officials expect the tax rate to 
drop to about $1. With that rate, that 
same homeowner would pay about 
$212 in property taxes to the village. 

Wheeling village board mem-
bers Monday approved the first 
formal set of rules and regulations 
at Palwaukee Municipal Airport, 
despite one trustee's attempt to re-
duce the size of aircraft allowed at 
the airport. 

The airport, which is owned by 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights, 
has operated without any written 
rules, making it difficult to control 
possible hazardous activity there, 
airport officials say. 

In their 11th draft, the rules and 
regulations, which were approved 
by Prospect Heights aldermen in 
February, outline several safety 
requirements, including how pilots 

Although the airport does not 
have a weight restriction on 
planes, the runways would dictate 
the limits. 

Trustee William A. Rogers re-
quested that the limit be set at 
66,000 pounds rather than the 
77,000-pound limit included in the 
rules and regulations. Rogers said 
allowing larger planes would bring 
additional aircraft to Palwaukee 
that would increase noise and traf-
fic over surrounding schools and 
homes. 

Avi Poster, principal of Holmes 
Junior High School, which is north 
of Palwaukee, also was concerned 
about increased noise. 

"I'm concerned what's going to 
happen to a school with 700 kids in 
the future," Poster said. "Right 
now the noise is cumbersome. Will 
the noise increase?" 

Airport Manager Fred E. Stew-
art said noise would not be in-
creased and that the limit is in-
cluded in the rules to avoid larger 
aircraft, particularly commercial 
aircraft, at Palwaukee. 

In fact, Stewart said, the airport 
is in the process of adopting a 
noise abatement plan that would 
reduce by one-half the level of 
noise over the school. 

Trustee Elizabeth Hartman 
sided with Rogers in rejecting the 
rules and regulations. But three 
other trustees approved the guide-
lines. 

Arbor Day addition 
With Wheeling President Sheila Schultz and Holmes Junior 
High School faculty and students looking on, village workers 
wrestle a 15-foot-tall Norway Maple into position for planting 
as an Arbor Dv offering. Daily Herald Photo/Dave Tonge t • 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN should operate aircraft safely and 
Daily  Herald  Staff Writer what size planes are allowed at 

Palwaukee. 

Wheeling grants liquor 
licenses f r all requests 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily  Herald Staff Writer 

Three Wheeling restaurants were 
removed from the village's black list 
when village liquor control commis-
sioners approved liquor licenses for 
everyone who requested renewals. 

About 40 restaurants and liquor 
establishments recently received 
one-year renewals to serve alcohol 
and sell packaged liquor. Commis-
sioners and village officials said 
there have been no problems with 
any of the applicants this past year. 

Wheeling liquor licenses must be 
renewed each year by May 1. Be-
sides background checks of license 
holders, the applications also list li-
cense suspensions and the reasons 
why they were issued. 

"We do not have any ongoing prob-
lems with any establishments," Vil-
lage Manager Craig Anderson said. 
"Last year, we had some problems 
with some applicants. This year we 
don't have that problem with any of 
licensed establishments." 

Last year, three restaurants were 
warned by commissioners against  
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alleged gambling activity. The res-
taurants - Vivian Lee's at 604 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., the Old Munich Inn 
at 582 N. Milwaukee Ave. and the 
94th Aero Squadron at 1070 S. 
Milwaukee Ave. - were connected 
to incidents last year which alleged-
ly involved gambling. 

The three restaurants were named 
during disciplinary hearings for for-
mer Wheeling Police Officer Rich-
ard Imber, who eventually was fired 
by the village fire and police com-
mission for alleged gambling and 
battery. 

Under village liquor codes, license 
holders are responsible for any ille-
gal action at their businesses. The 
owners were warned about losing 
their licenses for repeat violations 
and were instructed to hang signs 
forbidding gambling at their estab-
lishments. 

"I guess maybe the message is 
going out," Anderson said. "One es-
tablishment, in all honesty, had a 
couple of fights, but not liquor viola-
tions, per se. There were no estab-
lishments that had an unusual num-
ber of calls to the_police."  

r,0 



High court 
rules in favor 
of fire union 
ver village 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
and DAVE URBANEK 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Wheeling officials engaged in un-
fair labor practices when they 
refused to negotiate with the fire-
fighters union because lieutenants 
were to become part of the member-
ship, the Illinois Supreme Court 
ruled Wednesday. 

The high court's ruling could clear 
the way for a contract settlement, 
which has been held up for nearly 
four years after firefighters moved 
to include six lieutenants in the 
Wheeling Firefighters Association. 

In rejecting the village's argu-
ment, the Supreme Court unani-
mously ruled that lieutenants are not 
counted as supervisors and, there-
fore, could be included in bargaining 
units under state law. The judgment 
reaffirms the earlier rulings of an 
appellate court and the Illinois La-
bor Relations Board. 

"It will hopefully get these negoti-
ations resolved and completed," said 
Bart Burns, president of the fire-
fighters union. "Now that we have a 
defined bargaining unit, we can once 
and for all end this dispute." 

But village officials put little, if 
any, weight on the ruling's ability to 
stimulate an agreement. Village At-
torney James A. Rhodes said he will 
review the decision, which he says 
"appears to be contradictory," to 
determine the village's next step —
possibly a request for a rehearing. 

"The issue of who we were negoti-
ating with was never an issue," 
Rhodes said. "It (the ruling) does not 
bring it closer to there being a con-
tract. It doesn't mean we're any 
closer on the issues." 

Negotiations between the two 
sides began in June 1986 after the 
union moved to include lieutenants 
in its bargaining unit. The village ob- 
jected, claiming the lieutenants were 
supervisors, and the union petitioned 
the Illinois Labor Relations Board. 
The labor board ruled in the union's 
favor, and the village appealed to 

By Bob Kehoe 
and Michael Ulreich 

In what is being viewed as 
a landmark decision by other 
firefighters across the state, 
the Village of Wheeling 
Wednesday lost its bid to 
block lieutenants in the 
Wheeling Fire Department 
from being included in the 
firefighters' collective bar-
gaining unit. 

Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig Anderson said Wednes-
day he had just been 
informed of the Illinois 
Supreme Court ruling, but 
said he had yet to read the 
opinion. 

Attempts to reach Wheel-
ing Village Attorney James 
Rhodes for comment were 
unsuccessful. 

The ruling marks the 
apparent end of years of legal 
wrangling between the vil-
lage and the firefighters over 
whether the lieutenants qual-
ified as supervisory person-
nel. 

Firefighters win Supreme 
to c tk. N1,7 It St D e-- y - 19 -- 7̀C 

"I guess we've exhausted 
our (legal) options at this 
point, but I don't want to rule 
anything out," Anderson 
said. 

Village officials had stead-
fastly argued that the lieu-
tenants oversaw the work of 
others and thus should be 
viewed as managers. The 
firefighters' unit contended 
that the lieutenants worked 
side by side with their col-
leagues and should be 
allowed the same bargaining 
rights. 

The dispute was just one 
of a number of labor issues 
the two parties are trying to 
resolve. 

Wheeling Firefighters' 
Association President Bart 
Burns said he was happy 
about the decision, but not 
surprised. 

"Of course we're happy, 
but we expected it. We're 
most relieved that we've got 
our bargaining unit defined 
now and hope we can reach 

COURT: Fire lieutenants belong in union 
Continued from Page 1 

the Illinois Appellate Court, which 
upheld the earlier decision. 

Although the two sides have held 
numerous negotiating sessions since 
June 1988, they have been unable to 
reach a new agreement. Fire-
fighters, who have not received rais-
es since April 1988, continue to work 
under the terms of the contract that 
expired April 30, 1986. 

In their ruling, Supreme Court jus- 

tices said the lieutenants fulfilled 
three of four criteria for being su-
pervisors: the lieutenants' "principle 
work" is different from ordinary 
firefighters; they have supervisory 
and disciplinary authority over fire-
fighters; and they are expected and 
permitted to use independent judg-
ment when dealing with firefighters. 

However, the court said the lieu-
tenants do not spend a "preponder-
ance" of their time on the job in su-
pervisory functions,. 
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BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's police department 
will not be up to full staff for at 
least another five months, and that 
has at least one village trustee 
concerned. 

"I'm concerned for the safety of 
this community," Trustee Judy 
Abruscato said. "I'm concerned 
for what we've lost." 

Since last month, three officers 
and one sergeant have resigned. 
Abruscato is questioning why the 
officers have left and why there 
are seven police openings waiting 
to be filled. 

In June, the department will be 
short another member with the re-
tirement of Sgt. Jack Kimsey, a  

32-year department veteran. 
Although some officers have 

been reassigned to fill in the gaps, 
the patrol officer posts are vacant 
because some of the resignations 
were recent and unexpected, po-
lice Chief Michael F. Haeger said. 

He added that five new officers 
will be hired before July - when 
the next Chicago Police Academy 
training session is offered. 

But Abruscato also is question-
ing why three new positions on the 
department - included in this 
year's recently-approved village 
budget - remain open. The posi-
tions are for an additional patrol 
officer and two newly-created 
commander posts. 

The commander hirings have 
been delayed because village offi- 

cials said they could not find any 
qualified applicants in the first 
batch of candidates tested in Janu-
ary. Haeger said new applications 
for commanders will be accepted 
until May 11, and candidates will 
be tested June 22 and 23. 

Last week, Sgt. Michael J. Stau-
fenbiel, who successfully fought a 
demotion attempt by Haeger last 
year, resigned from the depart-
ment along with his wife, Eliza-
beth, also a Wheeling officer. They 
plan to move to Colorado. 

Last month, Officer Michael 
Korzeniowski quit the department 
after only eight months, and five-
year Officer Gregory Swiderek re-
signed from Wheeling to take a job 
with the Chicago Police Depart-
ment. 

Court case 
an agreement with the vil-
lage on a contract," Burns 
said during a short break in 
contract talks with the vil-
lage Wednesday. 

Burns said the fire-
fighters' association first 
took action back in 1986 to 
try to get lieutenants in the 
bargaining unit. 

The firefighters and the 
village have been unable to 
reach an agreement on new 
contract since April of 1985. 

With the firefighters work-
ing without a pay raise since 
the 1987-88 fiscal year, Burns 
is hoping the ruling on the 
lieutenants issue will help 
"spur some action in negotia-
tions" with the village. 

"We can resolve this dis-
pute completely and I believe 
and I hope we do that. We 
want to work with our new 
fire chief on continuing to 
improve service," Burns said. 

The Wheeling ruling was 
as much a shot in the arm for 

(Continued on page 18) 

shift commanders are 
excluded from the bargain-
ing unit. 

After Wednesday's ruling, 
Foreman said bargaining 
units that now do not include 
company officers will either 
voluntarily recognize the 
court's ruling and include 
company officers in the bar-
gaining unit or have the case 
taken by the firefighters' 
local to the Illinois Labor 
Relations Board. 

"Obviously we're happy 
with the decision," Foreman 
said. "This is a decision we've 
been waiting for for a long 
time. 

other firefighters around the 
state as it was to the local 
here. 

Dave Foreman, state presi-
dent of the Associated Fire-
fighters of Illinois, said the 
Illinois Supreme Court rul-
ing was a landmark decision 
that would set a precedent for 
other firefighter bargaining 
units across the state. 

Foreman said the "vast 
majority" of firefighter bar-
gaining units in Illinois now 
recognize company officers 
as part of the bargaining unit. 

Foreman said in those 
units, chiefs  and  sometimes 

• Firefighters 
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New budget's spending plan OK'd 
199°  

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A social worker for the police de-
partment, a part-time health inspec-
tor and a donation for the Fourth of 
July celebration are just some of the 
expenses included in Wheeling's 
budget for next year. 

Village trustees unanimously have 
approved the $21.49 million spend-
ing plan, up 7.4 percent from last 
year's $20 million budget. 

Included in the police department 
budget is about $30,000 for a social 
worker and $27,000 for a new officer 
to fill the vacancy left by an officer 
reassigned to the Drug Abuse Resist-
ance Education (DARE) program. 

A social service worker will be 
hired to guide residents that need 
help police officers may not be able 
to provide. For example, in a domes-
tic dispute, the social worker may 
advise the resident about agencies 
that provide assistance for abused 
mates. 

With a social worker, officers 
would have more time to tend to 
other duties. Officers currently are 
required to stay with .a troubled resi-
dent until the situation stabilizes, 
which sometimes can take up to two  

hours, Deputy Police Chief Michael 
Hermes said. 

"It lets the citizens of the commu-
nity know you don't have to wait un-
til something happens to get help," 
Village Manager Craig Anderson 
said. "Perhaps the social worker can 
assist the person ahead of time. 
There is some help available and you 
don't have to wait until a problem 
manifests itself in to a violent act or 
some other socially unacceptable be-
havior." 

Trustees also agreed to hire a 
part-time health inspector for 
$16,000, including a $13,000 annual 
salary and start-up costs. The in-
spector would assist Village Sanitar-
ian Daniel Adams, who has been 
forced to spread his workday thin 
because of a staff shortage. With a 
part-time inspector to perform daily 
duties, Adams could do more routine 
inspections of village apartments, 
housing complexes and swimming 
pools. 

Included in the budget for the first 
time in 11 years is a contribution to 
the Fourth of July celebration. Trus-
tees set aside $1,500 at the request of 
Trustee Judy Abruscato, a celebra-
tion organizer. The money will be 
used to help pay for fireworks and a  

parade planned for the event. 
However, trustees rejected fund-

ing for any new social service agen-
cies this year, saying they did not 
want to become a main provider for 
the agencies, which also receive 
funding from the township, the state 
and private contributions. 

"The money's got to come from 
somewhere," Trustee William A. 
Rogers said. "If we allow additional 
agencies to come on our list, we'll 
have to cut back from other agen-
cies. There's only so much we can 
fund. I think we have to be prudent 
in the agencies we fund." 

Trustees allocated $86,350 for the 
agencies as follows: $14,000 for Ho-
rizons Children's Center, $61,000 for 
Omni Youth Services, $1,500 for the 
Resource Center for the Elderly, 
$4,600 for Shelter, Inc. and $5,250 
for the Salvation Army. 

Other expenditures for next year 
include a new computer system in 
the village's finance department and 
$1.5 million for improvements to the 
sanitary sewer system. 

Officials anticipate $17.4 million 
in revenues for next year, with about 
$1.1 million coming from local prop-
erty taxes. The budget also will be 
supplemented with fund balances 

A capsule view 
of the budget 

Wheeling 
1990-1991 

Total spending 
$21.5 million Up 7.4% 

Total borrowing 
$2.6 million Down 3.6% 

Property taxes 
$3.9 million Down 38% 

How much it would 
cost the owner of a 
$126,940 house: $317 

left over from previous years. 
A Wheeling resident with a house 

with a market value of $126,940, 
pays about $317 in property taxes 
with a current tax of $1.50 per $100 
assessed valuation. 

Because the village board de-
creased its levy last year by 22 per-
cent, officials expect the tax rate to 
drop to about $1. With that rate, that 
same homeowner would pay about 
$212 in property taxes to the village. 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Wheeling makes Palwaukee rules official 
,,,,,,A._, 0.1.w2 ,./4, )9  

makes  -6 
BY TRISH LieHTENSTEIN should operate aircraft safely and "I'm concerned what's going to 
Daily  Herald Staff Writer what size planes are allowed at happen to a school with 700 kids in 

Palwaukee. the future," Poster said. "Right 
Wheeling village board mem- Although the airport does not now the noise is cumbersome. Will 

bers Monday approved the first have a weight restriction on the noise increase?" 
formal set of rules and regulations planes, the runways would dictate Airport Manager Fred E. Stew- 
at Palwaukee Municipal Airport, the limits. art said noise would not be in- 
despite, one trustee's attempt to re- Trustee William A. Rogers re- creased and that the limit is in- 
duce the size of aircraft allowed at quested that the limit be set at eluded in the rules to avoid larger 
the airport. 66,000 pounds rather than the aircraft, particularly commercial 

The airport, which is owned by 77,000-pound limit included in the aircraft, at Palwaukee. 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights, rules and regulations. Rogers said In fact, Stewart said, the airport 
has operated without any written allowing larger planes would bring is in the process of adopting a 
rules, making it difficult to control additional aircraft to Palwaukee noise abatement plan that would 
possible hazardous activity there, that would increase noise and traf- reduce by one-half the level of 
airport officials say. fic over surrounding schools and noise over the school. 

In their 11th draft, the rules and homes. Trustee Elizabeth Hartman 
regulations, which were approved Avi Poster, principal of Holmes sided with Rogers in rejecting the 
by Prospect Heights aldermen in Junior High School, which is north rules and regulations. But three 
February, outline several safety of Palwaukee, also was concerned other trustees approved the guide- 
requirements, including how pilots about increased noise. lines. 

Arbor Day addition 
With Wheeling President Sheila Schultz and Holmes Junior 

wrestle a 15-foot-tall Norway Maple into position for planting 
as an Arbor Dtfy oftoring. 

High School faculty and students looking on, village workers 

"-- Daily Herald Photo/Dave Tonge 

Wheeling grants liquor 
licenses f r all requests 

Yo(  alleged gambling activity. The res-
taurants - Vivian Lee's at 604 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., the Old Munich Inn 
at 582 N. Milwaukee Ave. and the 
94th Aero Squadron at 1070 S. 
Milwaukee Ave. - were connected 
to incidents last year which alleged-
ly involved gambling. 

The three restaurants were named 
during disciplinary hearings for for-
mer Wheeling Police Officer Rich-
ard Imber, who eventually was fired 
by the village fire and police com-
mission for alleged gambling and 
battery. 

Under village liquor codes, license 
holders are responsible for any ille-
gal action at their businesses. The 
owners were warned about losing 
their licenses for repeat violations 
and were instructed to hang signs 
forbidding gambling at their estab-
lishments. 

"I guess maybe the message is 
going out," Anderson said. "One es-
tablishment, in all honesty, had a 
couple of fights, but not liquor viola-
tions, per se. There were no estab-
lishments that had an unusual num-
ber of calls to the_police." 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Three Wheeling restaurants were 
removed from the village's black list 
when village liquor control commis- 
sioners approved liquor licenses for 
everyone who requested renewals. 

About 40 restaurants and liquor 
establishments recently received 
one-year renewals to serve alcohol 
and sell packaged liquor. Commis- 
sioners and village officials said 
there have been no problems with 
any of the applicants this past year. 

Wheeling liquor licenses must be 
renewed each year by May 1. Be-
sides background checks of license 
holders, the applications also list li-
cense suspensions and the reasons 
why they were issued. 

"We do not have any ongoing prob-
lems with any establishments," Vil-
lage Manager Craig Anderson said. 
"Last year, we had some problems 
with some applicants. This year we 
don't have that problem with any of 
licensed establishments." 

Last year, three restaurants were 
warned by commissioners against 



Man gets life sentence for role in death 

• 

BY PETE NENNI 
Daily Herald Legal Affairs  Writer  

Convicted killer Larry Strickland, 
who was held accountable when his 
brother gunned down a Wheeling po-
lice officer during a 1985 altercation 
on a subdivision street, was sent to 
prison for the rest of his life Tues-
day. 

But the sentence handed down by 
a Cook County judge was not enough 
to satisfy disappointed prosecutors, 
who had argued that Strickland 
should die for his role in the murder 
of Officer Kenneth Dawson. 

"I'm disappointed. Let's just keep 
it at that," Assistant State's Attorney 
Nick Trutenko said outside the 
courtroom. 

Dawson's widow and several 
Wheeling police officers, who attend- 

ed the sentencing hearing in the 
Cook County Criminal Courts Build-
ing in Chicago, also declined to com-
ment on the decision. 

In making his ruling, Judge Fred 
G. Suria Jr. said he did not impose 
the death penalty on the 31-year-old 
Strickland because, although he was 
a factor in the murder, he did not 
pull the trigger. 

Suria, however, told Strickland he 
is anti-social, manipulative and has 
an "explosive personality." 

"You are a person, I believe, who 
doesn't even like yourself," Suria 
said. 

He pointed at Strickland's lengthy 
criminal history, which includes 
guilty pleas for firing shots in a Roll-
ing Meadows apartment complex 
parking lot in 1981 and for the 1975 
shotgun slaying of a teen-ager 

Strickland showed no emotion 
when Suria announced his decision, 
but stood up at the end of the sen-
tencing hearing and asked to have a 
public defender appointed to handle 
his appeal. 

As he had done throughout the tri-
al, Strickland questioned why he was 
on trial for his life when it was his 
brother, Tyrone, who fired the fatal 
shot. 

Tyrone, who claimed the shooting 
was an accident, was convicted of 
the murder in 1988 and was sen- 

tenced to death. 
"I don't know what it was, but it 

wasn't planned," Larry Strickland 
testified Tuesday. "I wouldn't have 
done anything to assist anybody to 
kill Officer Dawson and I wouldn't 
kill Officer Dawson myself." 

Dawson, 41, who lived in Kildeer 
with his wife and three daughters, 
was responding to a residential bur-
glary call in the Cedar Run subdivi-
sion in north Wheeling when he con-
fronted the Strickland brothers on 
Nov. 5, 1985. 

Agencies to review Palwaukee Airport plan /_30_qz) 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Despite confusion over some pro-
visions in a Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport layout plan, the proposal 
will be sent to state and federal air-
port agencies for review. 

Wheeling Trustee William A. Rog-
ers, who is a member of the airport 
commission, and Airport Manager 
Fred E. Stewart differ over how long 
the main runway would be extended 
according to the layout plan. 

The plan maps out what the air-
port ultimately will look like and is 
included with the airport's $83.59 
million capital improvements pro-
gram. That ambitious proposal lists 
the projects needed to attain the  

goals of the airport layout plan. 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights, 

which own the airport, recently ap-
proved the layout plan and had pre-
viously agreed with proposals in the 
12-year capital improvements pro-
gram. 

One of the major construction pro-
posals in the program includes relo-
cating the intersection of Wolf and 
Hintz roads. Hintz Road would be 
moved in 1992 to arc north and meet 
Wolf Road just west of the current 
intersection. Officials say the reloca-
tion, which should be completed by 
1993, is needed because the airport's 
longest runway ends too close to the 
intersection. 

When the project is finished, the 
main runway would be lengthened 
64 feet to a total of 5,000 feet, in ad- 

dition to the 150 feet on either end 
for thresholds, Stewart said. The 
thresholds, or clear areas, at the end 
of the runways are a place for peb-
bles and other debris to safety settle 
when blown around during aircraft 
takeoffs and landings. 

The runway would be lengthened 
to provide enough room for a localiz-
er, or a tall, directional light for 
safety. That would be placed at the 
south end of the main runway. 

However, Rogers claims the run-
way already is 5,137 feet long and 
the additions would bring the total 
length to more than 5,200 feet. 

"That still brings the runway clos-
er to the village of Wheeling," Rog-
ers said. "I'm not so sure I want to 
add 200 feet to a runway facing 
Wheeling." 

Although Rogers says the localizer 
could be placed somewhere else on 
the airport, officials say the south 
end of the main runway is ideal and 
other places could require the acqui-
sition of additional land. 

The exact length of the runway 
and the thresholds is uncertain, 
Wheeling Village Manager Craig An-
derson said. But after construction, 
there will be a 5,000-foot runway 
with 150-foot thresholds, he added. 

Rogers and Trustee Elizabeth L. 
Hartman rejected the airport layout 
plan, which was approved by other 
trustees. The plan, along with the 
capital improvements program, will 
be submitted to the Federal Aviation 
Administration and the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation. 

• --rhotAM)  • YY/  
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 

Daily  Herald Staff Writer 

Wheehngtoviadd yard waste pickup day 

Wheeling officials plan to elimi-
nate one of two weekly household 
trash collection days for part of 
the year in order to add a collec-
tion day for landscape waste. 

To avoid additional costs in add-
ing another day for yard waste 
collection, village officials say 
they will cut one day of the two-
day-a-week garbage service for 
residents from April 1 through 
Nov. 30. 

Landscape waste, which cur-
rently is accepted by disposal 
trucks if it's bagged, would be 
picked up on the same day resi-
dents have curbside recycling ser-
vice. That day varies depending on 

Palwaukee hopes to reduce aircraft noise 
21-3e 10 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff  Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
officials may move to reduce air-
port noise over Holmes Junior 
High School and houses northeast 
of the airport as early as this sum-
mer. 

The Federal Aviation Regula-
tions Part 150 Noise Compatibility 
Study identifies areas near 
Palwaukee that are particularly 
affected by airport noise. It also 
sets minimum flight planning 
standards for airport noise. 

Although Palwaukee has no for-
mal noise reduction plan and is not 
required to have one, the air traf-
fic control tower scatters traffic 
departing from the airport to the 

• 

where people live in town. 
Beginning July 1, the state will 

no longer allow landfills to accept 
yard waste, which includes grass 
clippings, leaves, twigs and 
branches. 

Northwest suburban leaders 
have been negotiating with gar-
bage collection agencies in an ef-
fort to work out suitable alterna-
tives for residents to dispose of 
their yard waste. 

Under Wheeling's plan, which 
would begin July 1, residents 
would bag yard waste and set the 
trash on their curbs on the same 
day as their recycling collection 
day. Household garbage no longer 
would be accepted on that day dur-
ing the seven-month period. 

Also in July, recycling collection 

north to decrease noise on a single 
area, the study states. Departing 
aircraft account for much more 
noise than arriving aircraft. 

The study, which was started in 
May 1986 and completed in 1988, 
is under review by the Federal 
Aviation Administration. The 
FAA's Washington bureau has ap-
proved the plan conceptually and 
the study now awaits final approv-
al by the FAA's Great Lakes re-
gion. Approval may come this 
summer, Airport Manager Fred E. 
Stewart said. 

Although some of the noise re-
duction plans may start immedi-
ately after approval, others may 
require further review by 
Palwaukee officials, airport 
tenants and residents before the 

rates will increase 95 cents to 
$1.95 a month per household. The 
increase is needed to pay for the 
addition of plastics to the recy-
cling program, which now includes 
newspapers, aluminum and glass. 

Officials opted for eliminating 
one garbage pick-up day rather 
than increasing the collections to 
three times a week because the ex-
tra day would cost $4 more per 
household per month, Assistant 
Village Manager David Kowal 
said. Officials also vetoed a pro-
posal that would require residents 
to pay by the number of bags they 
use to dispose of yard waste. 

Wheeling trustees are expected 
to vote on the plan at 8 p.m. Mon-
day in the village hall, 255 W. Dun-
dee Road. 

plans may be implemented, Stew-
art said. 

One of the major ways the study 
proposes to reduce airport noise is 
by requiring aircraft departing 
north to avoid residential areas 
and Holmes Junior High School by 
turning slightly to the west and 
flying over industrial properties. 

Other proposals include prohi-
biting the noisiest aircraft from 
using the airport at night, prohibit-
ing routine running of engines for 
maintenance tests and encourag-
ing pilots to reduce aircraft noise 
immediately after takeoffs. 

The plan also calls for con-
structing a noise barrier on top of 
trees on the east side of Wolf Road 
to protect houses to the west from 
the noise of aircraft. 
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the al • ill.. 
The Daily Herald has long supported the proposed balefill 

near Bartlett as an imperfect but acceptable interim solution 
for disposing solid waste generated in the Northwest suburbs. 

But the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's scathing 
assessment of the balefill, released this week, is troubling, 
especially because it closely follows a U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service report calling the site unacceptable for waste disposal. 

Not that the federal EPA opinion should be read as gospel. 
William Abolt, executive director of the Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County, calls the document strident and says it 
appears to ignore key elements of the waste agency's 
application. Indeed, federal EPA officials miss the boat when 
they say SWANCC has not established the need for a new 
landfill. It's true that extensive recycling will divert large 
amounts of waste. It's also likely that incineration will someday 
further diminish the need for landfills. But with existing 
landfills in northeastern Illinois expected to close by the mid-
1990s, it's hard to imagine that the suburbs won't need any new 
landfills. Many people favor shipping solid waste to rural areas 
downstate, but cost and downstate resistance pose formidable 
barriers. The idea of the balefill is to buy time for officials to 
develop better long-term solutions. 

But the idea won't work - not at its proposed site - if the 
federal EPA is correct in judging that the balefill might 
contaminate the Newark Valley Aquifer, which provides water 
to nearby communities. That's the most worrisome prospect of 
the balefill and the question that must be resolved. The Illinois 
EPA and the Illinois Geological Survey have indicated 
confidence that groundwater would be safe from 
contamination. U.S. EPA officials think otherwise. Now it's up 
to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. If the corps concludes that 
the balefill would not threaten the aquifer, the balefill may yet 
be built. But if the corps agrees with the federal EPA, then the 
project will have to be killed, and SWANCC and its member 
communities will find themselves back at the drawing board. 

1 

Daily Herald  Staff Writer one (plane). One took off the other 
day and literally rattled the win-
dows. I don't understand who's doing 
these studies, but they should come 
to our neighborhood." 

etition drive opposes airport plans 
BY JOYCE KELLY

we see they want to bring in a bigger 
rA el:611(1cl° 

A Wheeling couple has collected 
more than 79 signatures from neigh-
bors who oppose a runway re-loca-
tion and the possibility of larger air-
craft landing at Palwaukee Munici-
pal Airport. 

Michael S. Berman and Sandra G. 
Berman of 461 Hickory Drive moved 
to the Harmony Village neighbor-
hood near Hintz and Wolf roads less 
than a month ago with their chil-
dren. They said their decision to 
move to the village was marred by 
the presence of Palwaukee Airport. 

"We were borderline buyers be-
cause we were so close to the air-
port," Michael Berman said. "Now 

Sandra Berman said she was espe-
cially displeased when she learned 
last week of the village board's deci-
sion to approve a runway re-location 
and an increase in the size of air-
craft allowed at Palwaukee. 

The couple collected 79 signatures 
in two days. Sandra Berman ex-
pressed confidence that they would 
generate support among their neigh-
bors to halt some of the changes 
being proposed. 

"Our plan is to fight for as long as 
it takes," Sandra said. 

The village board recently agreed 
to send the proposed changes to state 
and federal airport agencies for re-
view. The airport commission has 
proposed shifting the more than 
5,000-foot main runway 200 feet 
north. 

The commission also agreed that 
the maximum weight of aircraft al-
lowed at the airport be 77,000 
pounds. The first formal set of rules 
and regulations for the airport was 
recently adopted. Before that time, 
there was no stipulation on the 
weight of aircraft, but no aircraft 
weighing more than 77,000 pounds 
typically used the airport. 

"I'm sure there are some good 
points about the airport," Sandra 
Berman said. "But when you live so 
close to the airport, you have to be  

concerned." 
Michael Berman said he is mainly 

concerned about how noise levels af-
fect children who live near 
Palwaukee and the airport's effects 
on property values and the quality of 
life in the community. 

Village board members invited 
the couple to review the research 
that the airport commission has al-
ready done regarding traffic and the 
airport's other effects on the com-
munity. 

Trustee William A. Rogers said 
that it was unfortunate the Bermans' 
remarks were not made before the 
decisions about the airport had been 
finalized, but invited them to return 
to village meetings and voice their 
concern. 
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Rules that were 
approved last week for 
changes at Palwaukee 
Airport led several 
Wheeling residents to 
voice concerns to the 
village board about 
future plans for the 
facility. 

By ROBERT LOERZEL 
STAFF WRITER 

Several Wheeling resi-
dents told the village board 
Monday they're upset about a 
plan to change the length of a 

runway at Palwaukee Airport 
and about rules that were 
approved last week govern-
ing maximum weight limits 
for planes taking off and 
landing at the airstrip. 

Sandra and Michael Ber-
man presented the village 
board with an informal peti-
tion, containing the signa-
tures of 79 local residents 
who are concerned about 
plans for Palwaukee Airport. 

"Some of us are really 
upset about it," said Sandra 
Berman, who recently moved 
into a home near the airport. 

"As it is right now, the 
noise there is at a level that's 
tolerable," said Michael Ber- 

battj: -5  40 Wcaltkieletjailg VVheeling empioyees may be moved 

to get 5% pay boost 
May 1. The action came after the vil-
lage negotiated with representatives 
for some employees. The trustees 
accepted the recommendation of ad-
ministrators in adjusting the salaries 
of other employees. 

Kowal said the village negotiated 
with the Wheeling Operations and 
Maintenance Department Non-Su-
pervisory Employees' Association 
and the Combined Counties Police 
Association. After a few negotiating 
sessions, the village and the associa-
tions arrived at the 5 percent salary 
increases for those employees repre-
sented, Kowal said. 

Kowal said the village's 1987 con-
tracts with police officers and opera-
tion and maintenance workers al-
lowed for the renegotiating of sala-
ries this fiscal year. 

"What they (negotiators) deter-
mined was an increase that would 
place them (workers) in a competi-
tive market with surrounding cities 
and villages," Kowal said. "We're 
(now) at a position we feel is ade-
quate." 

Edward Theriault, vice president 
of the police association, said the 5 
percent increase was unanimously 
approved by the group's 34 mem 
bers. 

BY ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Bartlett officials have asked the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
move the location of a public hear-
ing on the proposed balefill closer 
to residents most affected by the 
project. 

Bartlett Village President John 
A. Stark said the village requested 
that the Army Corps move a May 
29 public hearing on the landfill 
project Palatine to a site closer to 
Bartlett to make it easier for resi-
dents to attend. 

"It is being considered," said 
Army Corps environmental engi-
neer Peg McBrien. "We want to 
make sure that the location is cen-
trally located for all people who 
would be attending the meeting." 

"That's good news," Bartlett 
Village Administrator Valerie L. 
Salmons said. 

The Army Corps is the final 
agency that must issue a permit to 
the Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County for its proposed 
balefill on 142 acres of a 410-acre 
site at Gifford and West Bartlett 
roads in Hanover Township. The 
agency announced Monday that it 
would conduct a public hearing on 
the project. 

The hearing, now scheduled for 
6:30 p.m. May 29 at Harper Col-
lege, Roselle and Algonquin roads, 
Palatine, will provide an opportu-
nity for all sides to comment on 
the controversial project, Army 
Corps officials said. 

The Harper College site initially 
was chosen as a location central to 
residents near the site and resi-
dents of the 28 North and North-
west suburbs that belong to the 
solid waste agency, McBrien said. 

sound off on Palwauke 
man, her husband. "But with 
larger planes, we wonder 
what effect that will have on 
the neighborhood." 

Last week, the village 
board approved official rules 
and regulations for the air-
port, which would set the 
maximum weight limit for 
aircraft using the airport at 
77,000 pounds. The rules also 
called for renovations on run-
way 1634, bringing the run-
way's touchdown point 64 
feet closer to the village of 
Wheeling. 

"Personally, I am sad-
dened at this first step to 
increase the tonnage of the 
planes operating out of our 

In an effort to keep Wheeling em-
ployees' wages competitive with 
those in surrounding communities, 
trustees have approved 5 percent 
pay increases for about 110 employ-
ees for the 1990-91 fiscal year. 

The village will pay about 
$214,000 in salary increases during 
the next year to police officers, oper-
ation and maintenance workers, 
clerical workers, department mana-
gers and other supervisory and pro-
fessional staff members. 

With the increase, Village Attor-
ney James A. Rhodes will make 
nearly $60,000 a year, Assistant Vil-
lage Manager David R. Kowal will 
receive about $44,000 a year and 
Finance Director Robert W. Fial-
kowski will receive about $59,000 a 
year. The annual salaries of police 
officers will range from $28,500 to 
$38,000. Secretaries will make be-
tween $19,000 and $29,000 a year. 

The employees last received 
"market adjustments" of 5 percent 
in May 1989, Kowal said. 

The village board decided to in-
crease salaries 5 percent, effective 
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BY JOYCE KELLY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

residential community," said 
resident Bruce Portnoy. 

Portnoy said his main con-
cern was not the noise of 
heavier aircraft, but the safe-
ty risks those planes would 
pose to Holmes Junior High 
School, apartment complex-
es and condominiums — all 
of which are located near the 
airport. 

"You can't have larger air-
craft landing without a risk to 
high-density population," 
Portnoy said. Portnoy point-
ed out that when Palwaukee 
was originally built, the area 
surrounding it was much less 
heavily populated. 

Trustee William Rogers 



Kesident sound off on Palwaukee plans 
Rules that were 
approved last week for 
changes at Palwaukee 
Airport led several 
Wheeling residents to 
voice concerns to the 
village board about 
future plans for the 
facility. 

By ROBERT LOERZEL 
STAFF WRITER 

Several Wheeling resi-
dents told the village board 
Monday they're upset about a 
plan to change the length of a 

-3 — yo 
runway at Palwaukee Airport 
and about rules that were 
approved last week govern-
ing maximum weight limits 
for planes taking off and 
landing at the airstrip. 

Sandra and Michael Ber-
man presented the village 
board with an informal peti-
tion, containing the signa-
tures of 79 local residents 
who are concerned about 
plans for Palwaukee Airport. 

"Some of us are really 
upset about it," said Sandra 
Berman, who recently moved 
into a home near the airport. 

"As it is right now, the 
noise there is at a level that's 
tolerable," said Michael Ber- 

man, her husband. "But with 
larger planes, we wonder 
what effect that will have on 
the neighborhood." 

Last week, the village 
board approved official rules 
and regulations for the air-
port, which would set the 
maximum weight limit for 
aircraft using the airport at 
77,000 pounds. The rules also 
called for renovations on run-
way 1634, bringing the run-
way's touchdown point 64 
feet closer to the village of 
Wheeling. 

"Personally, I am sad-
dened at this first step to 
increase the tonnage of the 
planes operating out of our  

residential community," said 
resident Bruce Portnoy. 

Portnoy said his main con-
cern was not the noise of 
heavier aircraft, but the safe-
ty risks those planes would 
pose to Holmes Junior High 
School, apartment complex-
es and condominiums — all 
of which are located near the 
airport. 

"You can't have larger air-
craft landing without a risk to 
high-density population," 
Portnoy said. Portnoy point-
ed out that when Palwaukee 
was originally built, the area 
surrounding it was much less 
heavily populated. 

Trustee William Rogers  

voted against the rule chang-
es last week, saying that the 
runway extension would 
bring air traffic too close to 
the residential areas around 
the airport. 

But Airport Manager Fred 
Stewart said the residents' 
fears about larger planes and 
a longer runway are unfound-
ed. 

"There is nothing in the 
airport rules and regulations 
that would increase the size 
of the aircraft, the number of 
aircraft or the frequency of 
aircraft landing and taking 
off," Stewart said. 

Until the village board 
(Continued on page 13) 

• 
approved the rules last week, 
the airport had never had an 
official weight limit on air-
craft, Stewart said, so the 
new rule can't really be con-
sidered an increase. 

The largest aircraft that 
use Palwaukee are Gulf 
Stream G-4 planes, which 
can weigh up to 73,200 
pounds when they land, 
Stewart said. However, Pal-
waukee's runways are too 
short for a plane weighing 
that much to take off, so the 
Gulf Stream G-4s must have 
a smaller total weight when 
they leave the airport, he 
said. 

Stewart said it's also incor-
rect to say that runway 1634 
is being extended. The air-
port plans to square off a 
turnaround area at the run-
way's north end, which will 
bring the point where planes 
touch down 64 feet closer to 
the village than it is now, 
Stewart said. 

But the airport also plans 
to shorten the other end of 
the runway, so the runway's 
total length will be reduced 
from 5,137 feet to 5,000 feet, 
he said. 

The village board has 
already approved the scope 
of a plan to renovate the air-
port, but the board won't see 
the final engineering plans 
for the new layout until 
August, Stewart said. 

Michael and Sandra Ber-
man said they were not at the 
village board meeting last 
week, when the board voted 
on the airport plan, because 
they did not know the issue 
was up for discussion. 

"I feel like they rushed it 
through so nobody would 
know about it," Sandra Ber-
man said. 

Rogers said the village 
should make more of an 
effort to inform residents 
near the airport about any 
board actions that will affect 
them. 

"I feel the citizens were 
not informed that the issue 
would be discussed at this 
particular meeting," Rogers 
said. 

Portnoy said he agreed 
with village officials who say 
the airport is a very compli-
cated issue, which requires a 
high level of understanding. 

But he added, "It's not fair 
to expect citizens to have this 
level of understanding, or to 
put them down for not hav-
ing that level of understand-
ing." 

Portnoy said the village 
should be more forthcoming 
with information about plans 
for the airport, rather than 
telling citizens that they can 
come to the village if they 
have questions. 

"I don't want to wait for an 
accident to happen before 
the citizens stand united," 
Portnoy said. 

The airport is jointly 
owned by the Village of 
Wheeling and the City of 
Prospect Heights. 



Vote ex 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents no longer may 
include landscape waste with their 
household trash collection, starting 
in July. 

Village trustees Monday unani-
mously approved a plan to eliminate 
one of two weekly household gar-
bage pick-up days for part of the 
year and, instead, add a collection 
day for landscape waste. 

Wheeling joins other communities 
in adhering to a new state law, which 
takes effect July 1, that bans yard 
waste from landfills. Landscape 

Akwaste, which now is accepted in bags 
'MP 

 
y disposal trucks, includes grass 

clippings, leaves, twigs and branch- 

es. 
Large pieces of wood that exceed 

three inches in diameter also will 
not be accepted, said Lee E. Addle-
man, recycling coordinator for 
Waste Management of North Ameri-
ca, Inc. Waste Management is the 
parent company for Buffalo Grove/ 
Wheeling Disposal, which is Wheel-
ing's trash and recycling collector. 

Addleman said residents may 
make special arrangements with 
Buffalo Grove/Wheeling Disposal 
for pickup of larger materials, or 
they may chop and bundle the pieces 
for pickup with yard waste. 

Under Wheeling's plan, which 
would begin this year on July 1, resi-
dents would bag yard wastes and set 
the trash on their curbs on the same 

day as their recycling collection day. 
Household garbage no longer would 
be accepted on that day from April 1 
through Nov. 30 after this year. 

Village officials opted to reduce 
the number of household garbage 
collection days in order to avoid the 
additional $4 per month per house-
hold it would cost to add another day 
for yard waste collection, Assistant 
Village Manager David Kowal said. 
Officials rejected a plan that would 
have required residents to pay by the 
number of bags they use to dispose 
of yard waste. 

Also in July, recycling collection 
rates will increase 95 cents to $1.95 
a month per household. The increase 
is needed to pay for the addition of 
plastics to the recycling program. 

Village OKs yard waste pickup 
.Likto) ?))9a1D 

Wheeling Fets commuter station on track 
ing by June 1. would oversee the line. 

The rail line, which has been on Although Wheeling officials 
the drawing board for more than a have agreed with the concept in 

Wheeling officials support the decade, would carry surburban the past, the latest endorsement is 
concept of a commuter rail line commuters to Chicago on the a formal commitment to the plan 
from Libertyville to Chicago, a freight tracks owned by the Wis- and to contribute money to estab- 
plan regional transportation offi- consin Central Railroad, formerly lish the line. 
cials say is moving closer to reali- the Soo Line. As many as 10 sta- A commitment from communi- 
ty. tions may be built along the way, ties is needed to encourage Metra 

Village trustees recently Metra officials say. and the Illinois Department of 
jumped on track to endorse the Metra officials say they are Transportation to consider funding 
commuter service along the Wis- moving closer to establishing the for the project. The amount of lo- 
consin Central Line as requested line, which has the support of corn- cal funding would be determined 
by Metra, the commuter rail divi- munities along the route. In addi- later. 
sion of the Regional Transporation tion, a study shows the line would Wheeling may contribute up to 
Authority. Other municipalities have about 3,000 riders a day and $3 million, which is "a very high 
along the line - including Des would pay its own operating costs figure, but it's based on some 
Plaines, Mount Prospect, Buffalo from fares collected. guesses," Village Manager Craig 
Grove, Vernon Hills, Mundelein However, the start-up costs - Anderson said. The amount Wheel- 
and Libertyville - also are being estimated at $42 million - remain ing will pay would depend on con- 
asked to support the plan in writ- a roadblock for Metra, which tributions from the other agencies. 

BY TRISH LICH 
Wei )Mici f  10  

NSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff riter 

ected on yard waste collection 
sz_t -7 h 

Wheeling trustees Monday will 
vote on a proposal to collect yard 
waste separate from the collection 
of household garbage. 

The plan calls for eliminating one 
of two weekly household trash col-
lection days for part of the year and 
adding a collection day for landscap-
ing waste. 

Wheeling, like other municipali-
ties, is faced with developing an al-
ternative plan for disposing of land-
scape waste by July 1, when a state 
mandate takes effect. Under the law, 
landfills no longer may accept yard 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

waste, which includes grass clipp-
ings, leaves, twigs and branches. 

Landscape waste, which currently 
is accepted by disposal trucks if it's 
bagged, would be picked up on the 
same day residents have curbside re-
cycling service. 

Under Wheeling's seven-month 
plan, which would begin July 1, resi-
dents would bag yard waste and set 
the trash on their curbs on the same 
day as their recycling collection day. 

w._ 

Household garbage would not be ac-
cepted on the yard waste/recycling 
collection days from April 1 through 
Nov. 30. 

Also in July, recycling collection 
rates will increase 95 cents to $1.95 
a month per household. The increase 
is needed to pay for the addition of 
plastics to the recycling program, 
which now includes newspapers, alu-
minum and glass. 

Rather than increase the collec-
tions to three times a week, village 
officials opted to switch one of the 
household trash pick-ups to a yard  

waste pick up. An additional day 
would cost $4 a month per house-
hold. 

The top meeting 
Who:Wheeling village 
board 

Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 

When:8 p.m. Monday 

Deals can be found at police auction 
BY VICKI SPEER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Boating enthusiasts may find a 
bargain in the myriad items that will 
be sold at the Des Plaines Police De-
partment's annual auction next Sat-
urday. 

A car telephone, four Cadillac 
wheel covers, a baby stroller and 
about 70 bicycles are among the 
items that will be featured at the 
auction, which will open for viewing 
at 9 a.m. behind the city's public 
works garage, II 1 Joe Schwab Road. 

Bidding will start 10 a.m. 
One of the more unusual items up 

for sale is a Mariner 25 outboard 
motor, used on boats, Officer Leo A. 
Beyer said. 

"We found it laying in the weeds," 
Beyer said. "Somebody stole it, and 
left it in the weeds to pick it up later 
... Who knows where it was stolen 
from?" 

From such accidents is the annual 
auction made. The police depart-
ment sells things owned but no long-
er needed by the city - such as mo- 

torcycle covers and a typewriter - 
unclaimed items and stolen material 
whose owners cannot be found. 

Also slated to be auctioned are 
two CB radios/walkie talkies, fish-
ing equipment, a television monitor, 
three picnic coolers, a radar detec-
tor, a camera and camera lenses and 
a fire extinguisher. 

David Pace, a local auctioneer, 
will run the event, as he has for the 
last four years. The event typically 
draws people from neighboring 
towns, including Mount Prospect and 
- -  

Elk Grove Village. 
Last year, the auction raised 

$4,307, topping the amount generat-
ed in several preceding years. In 
1988, the event raised $3,069, and in 
1987, $1,661. 

"Every year it's different," Beyer 
says, "because you don't know exact-
ly what's going to come in." 

Money raised by the auction goes 
into the city's general operating 
fund. The police department will ac-
cept cash and checks for the items. 
Purchases may not be made by cred-
it card. 
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Familyfest plans 
get board's OK 

7 
After approving a liquor an attempt to better control 

license that will allow St. the large crowds that turn out 
Joseph the Worker parish to for the festival. 
once again sell beer and wine Other issues the village 
at its Familyfest celebration, and festival organizers have 
Wheeling officials and festi- discussed include limiting 
val organizers are focusing late-night noise and ensuring 
on ways to more closely mon- there is adequate security to 
itor alcohol consumption deal with any problems that 
among patrons. might arise. 

By allowing festival goers Both parties say they are 
to buy only two drinks at a satisfied with security pro-
time and cutting back on vided by the village's police 
late-night hours on several department and outside 
nights, parish officials, who security personnel retained 
sponsor the festival, hope to by St. Joseph's officials, but 
keep the event as family-ori- that they want to stop people 
ented as possible. from bringing alcohol into 

Dave Vogel, chairman of the festival. 
this year's Familyfest, said With Familyfest set to run 
parish officials share the con- from July 3 through July 7, 
terns of village officials who Anderson said he is con-
want closer vigilance over vinced there will be a stron- 
alcohol consumption. ger emphasis on monitoring 

Among the steps Vogel alcohol consumption. 
said festival organizers have But if steps taken by the 
taken to address the issue is festival's organizers don't 
to send the festival's five bar improve the situation, Ander-
directors to a village-spon- son said the village may have 
sored workshop on how to to explore other alternatives 
handle people who have had for handling alcohol sales. 
too many drinks and recog- Anderson said in future 
nize when to cut off sales to years festival organizers may 
someone who has reached have to consider setting up a 
his limit. designated area to limit 

Village Manager Craig where people can consume 
Anderson said alcohol con- alcohol. The beer garden, he 
sumption is one of several said, may be needed if steps 
issues the village and St. being taken this year don't 
Joseph's officials have dis- curb alcohol-related prob-
cussed over the past year in lems. 

New yard waste pick-up 
plaii§et to start on Jtify 1 

Wheeling residents will 
have to begin handling their 
yard waste in a new manner 
starting July 1 under a pro- 

. ›, ..c  0.) . a.) gram approved Monday by -al 6) .= 
C Cii " 01 4 the village board. 0.) , .9-.). E 0  
4.... -•-• .,.., -.B. As part of a state directive 

.0 as mandating that villages no cn .. V 0 "C' 
'-'0 Ca -0 longer put grass clippings cn r-, cn cv 

... ci) al T... 1:43. and other similar waste into o .,.., 9 cu ..... .0 ' .D."' .1 Illinois landfills, Wheeling's .... -, 
..' = C ,E disposal company will begin rd) 
3 - --- 

VS Fl) 1:'  ° cn -c3 --. c.) cl] o a) ae -cs 1-. w a separate weekly pick-up of ,... g c.L. , = Z.7.1 =to ><> '-' ct ci'l ..... ct  4-4 t..0 CO • ..G a; ..• yard waste July 1. 
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Starting next year the pro-
gram would run from April  

through November. 
As part of the program, 

residents will be required to 
dispose of yard waste in one 
of two ways: by placing the 
materials in a rubber or met-
al container that can be 
dumped into a truck or by 
using kraft paper bags avail-
able at local hardware stores. 

Yard waste dumped into 
plastic bags, which are not 
biodegradable, will not be 
picked up, village officials 
said. 

Along with the yard waste 
pick-up, Buffalo Grove-
Wheeling Disposal will also 
remove recyclables that are 
put out on the curb on the 
same day. 

Imect,AescLA.g._ inact,ficto 
Towns split over jet fuel tax-hike plan 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald  Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees unanimously 
sought to increase revenues at 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport by 
raising the tax on fuel, but Pros-
pect Heights aldermen rejected 
the plan. 

The proposal, which would have 
raised the fuel tax by 2 cents per 
gallon and increased revenues by 
about $80,000 annually, was 
stopped by the split vote and will 
be reviewed by the airport com-
mission. The airport is jointly 
owned by Prospect Heights and 
Wheeling. 

The plan is one of several that 
airport officials have considered 
to increase income at Palwaukee. 

More money is needed, airport of-
ficials say, to pay for maintenance 
and safety improvements. 

One major project in the air-
port's $83.5 million capital im-
provement program includes relo-
cating the intersection at Wolf and 
Hintz roads to provide a clear zone 
for aircraft using the main run-
way. 

The airport commission, 
comprising representatives of 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights, 
had recommended the municipali-
ties approve the plan to raise from 
6 cents to 8 cents per gallon the 
fees the fuel provider pays the air-
port. 

George J. Priester Aviation Ser-
vices now pays the airport about 
$240,000 a year for the 4 million 

gallons of fuel sold there. A 2-cent 
increase would raise an additional 
$80,000 annually because every 
penny increases the airport's fee 
collection by $40,000, said Michael 
F. Zonsius, assistant airport mana-
ger for finance and administra-
tion. 

The 2-cent increase would be 
passed on to the fuel buyers, said 
Charles Priester, president of the 
aviation service. Jet fuel now is 
sold for $1.92 a gallon, while 100-
octane fuel is $2.08 a gallon at 
Palwaukee. 

"I consider that a pass-through 
tax," Priester said. "It's a charge 
passed on by the owner.... You 
can't maintain a facility and do the 
things we need to here and still 
have the cheapest fuel in town." 



and parents alike on proper safety 
practices for small children," village 
Sanitarian Dan Adams said. 

The fair, which is geared to chil-
dren in kindergarten through sixth 
grade, will be held from 10 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Saturday in two tents out-
side the Indian Trails Public Li-
brary, 355 S. Schoenbeck Road in 
Wheeling. 

Firefighter/paramedics from the 
Wheeling Fire Department will dem-
onstrate CPR and other safety tech-
niques. Participants may also learn  

how to bandage broken bones. 
The youth health fair is a spin-off 

of the adult health fair that includes 
exhibits and screenings for cata-
racts, glaucoma, blood pressure, 
cholesterol and backs. Exhibitors 
from the health care field also will 
provide information on substance 
abuse, AIDS, Alzheimer's Disease, 
cancer, pediatrics, senior citizen 
drug misuse and abuse, high blood 
pressure, back injury and CPR. 

The next adult fair is planned for 
this fall at Lynn Plaza shopping cen-
ter in Wheeling. 

Pcr?pc0. sale set for Saturday 
( r 70 

Bikes of all kinds axed a variety of equip-
ment ranging from radios to microwaves will 
go up for public auction Saturday behind the 
Wheeling Police Department, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 

Items will be available for inspection from 
9 a.m. to 10 a.m. on Saturday, at which time 
the items will be auctioned to the highest bid-
der. 

In what has become an annual bonanza for 
bargain hunters, the village and the police 
department will be selling surplus equipment 
municipal equipment and unclaimed proper-
ty that the police department has recovered  

over the past year. 
Among the items that will be auctioned 

are: upright vacuum cleaners, a battery char-
ger, a typewriter, a microwave, a camera, a 
variety of bicycles, perfume, watches, tools, 
jewelry and more. 

"Historically we've had a good turnout 
depending on the weather. Most people are 
definitely interested in the bikes. Those are 
the items that go the fastest," said Barbara 
Kobishop, crime prevention officer for the 
Wheeling Police Department. 

Funds raised from the property sale will go 
into the village's general fund 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Wheeling examines crowded village hall 

Fair to focus on first aid, health 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN of many similar programs in which 
Daily Herald Staff Writer parents and children can participate 

and learn about health and safety is- 
Young Wheeling residents can sues and how to properly react if an 

learn how to administer first aid and accident or incident should occur," 
hear about other health and safety said health board Chairman Bruce 
tips at a first aid and health safety M. Portnoy. 
fair on Saturday.

The lineup of programs includes a 
The fair, the first of its kind in cardiopulmonary resuscitation dem- 

Wheeling, was developed by the vil- onstration, a smoke-detector display, lage's board of health and modeled first aid for children, how to place 
after a similar health fair for adults an emergency call and an ambu- 
that the board has sponsored for the lance display that children may tour. past three years.

"The health fair will provide valu- 
"We're hoping this will be the first able information to young people 

Suburbs back coordinated 
flood control for the region 
BY JOHN CARPENTER  1A.4. 9 1) and townships in suburban Cook and 

Lake counties. 
Under the plan, village govern-

ment leaders within each watershed 
area would form a steering commit-
tee, establishing flood control guide-
lines according to each area's needs. 
Issues such as development, drain-
age and retention areas would be ad-
dressed. 

Each of six watershed areas in the 
county would, in turn, be represent-
ed on a countywide committee, also 
containing one representative each 
from the Cook County Board, the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation 
District and the Northeastern Illi-
nois Planning Council. 

"A lot of planning already has 
been done," said Wheeling village 
President Sheila Schultz. "But it 
hasn't always been coordinated." 

The steering committees would be 
strictly advisory; their main function 
would be to coordinate planning. 

in the village over the years, Vil-
lage Manager Craig Anderson 
said. 

As a result, officials have had to 
increase services and hire more 
employees, he added. 

"I think we're at the point where 
we're going to grow a little bit, but 
not a lot more," Anderson said. 
"We'll gain some more people in 
population that will place some 
more demands on us.... It's not 
going to grow enough to warrant 
major building plans." 

Anderson estimates that after 
the 1990 census is tallied, Wheel-
ing's population of 26,276 will in-
crease to no more than 30,000. 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
said the police department is so 
cramped that employees share 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Suburban officials are pushing for 
better coordination of flood control 
strategy by backing a proposal that 
would set up planning committees 
according to flood-prone areas and 
establish a Cook County stormwater 
management committee. 

Members of the Northwest Munic-
ipal Conference noted the appropri-
ateness of the flood-control action 
Wednesday night as a steady rain 
fell outside their meeting room at 
Oakton Community College, just 
blocks away from the overflowing 
Des Plaines River. 

Saying raging storm waters do not 
conveniently recognize established 
political boundaries, members of the 
conference approved a resolution 
that will be the foundation for soon-
to-be-submitted legislation. 

The group  represents 40 villages 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling village officials are 
considering leasing office space 
and developing the police depart-
ment garage into an office area as 
two ways to relieve overcrowding 
at the village hall. 

Following a tour Monday of the 
police and community develop-
ment departments, which are in 
the village hall complex at 255 W. 
Dundee Road, trustees said they 
will look into several ways to re-
lieve the cramped quarters, in-
cluding leasing office space and 
moving police vehicles out of the 
garage. 

The village hall has run out of 
space because of increased growth 

Village slates 
annual auction 
of unclaimed, 
9lus ericl90  

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 

If you've been searching all over 
for that hard-to-find Mother's Day 
gift, you could find it this weekend at 
Wheeling's annual auction. 

It may not be a Homelite two-
cycle self-priming water pump that 
you had in mind. But, the village will 
auction a variety of surplus equip-
ment and unclaimed property this 
weekend. 

Each year, the village holds an 
auction "to get rid of village-owned 
surplus property that's either worn 
or old or stuff we don't use anymore 
and unclaimed things from the po-
lice department," Village Manager 
Craig Anderson said. 

The auction begins at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday behind the police department 
at the village hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. Buyers may come as early as 
9 a.m. to view the items for sale. 

Robert W. Fialkowski, assistant 
village manager/director of finance, 
will act as the auctioneer, selling all 
items to the highest bidders. 

Although many of the items are 
bicycles that have gone unclaimed in 
the police department, other items 
include a personal computer key-
board, film lens, typewriter, micro-
phone, camera strap, pagers, flash-
lights, cameras and radar guns. 

Some other more practical items 
include jewelry, a penny collection, 
and Old Style beer keg tapper, 
screwdrivers, tape measures, knife 
set, cologne and several mean's and 
women's watches. 

There's also a microwave oven 
that had been replaced with a new 
one in the lunchroom of the village 
hall. 

"Some of the stuff is in good 
shape," Anderson said. "Some of it's 
not so good. We hope the people are 
savvy enough to adjust their bids." 

Although there is no guarantee on 
any of the items sold, Anderson said, 
some people just buy things for parts 
or to fix up. 

"We hope it's good for all con- 
cerned," Anderson said. "Sometimes 
we get people bidding against each 
other and the price might get higher 
than you think." 

several offices and sometimes 
must search around the building to 
find an area to work. 

In fact, the police department 
will be moving several offices and 
storage areas around this week to 
provide additional room for em-
ployees. 

During budget discussions this 
year, Haeger had included $50,000 
in the police budget for furniture, 
work stations and room dividers. 
But the money was removed from 
the final budget until officials had 
a chance to review the needs and 
come up with specific solutions 
and costs, Anderson said. 

Anderson said village officials 
will be studying the space crunch 
and provide solutions later to trus-
tees. 
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Proposed 
balefill site 

yaiiii Vi3alefill won't threaten water 
BY JOHN CARPENTER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Would-be builders of a landfill 
near Bartlett are celebrating a key 
victory in the see-sawing battle over 
the project that two weeks ago saw 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency urge its rejection. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
has declared the proposed balefill - 
so-called because garbage would be 
compacted into bales before it is 
buried - would not threaten the re-
gion's water supplies, as its oppo-
nents say it will. 

The announcement, which does not 
constitute approval of the project, 
was made in a letter to Congress re-
quested by U.S. Rep. J. Dennis Hast-
ert of Yorkville. 

The potential harm to the water 
supply is one of the major issues in 

Wheelin 
Aw., 6, 14   
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling officials have begun ear-
ly preparations for the village's 
100th birthday in 1994 in order to 
stage a major celebration. 

"I think they'll be creative and 
open-minded," Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz said of the trio of 
residents charged with developing 
initial plans for the centennial cele-
bration. "That's why we started so 
early. It'll be here before you know 
it." 

The centennial committee, made  

the fight over location of the facility. 
And the report by the Army Corps is 
the latest official hurdle to be 
cleared by the Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County in its four-
year quest to build the $55 million 
balefill on 142 acres of a 410-acre 
parcel at Gifford and West Bartlett 
roads in Hanover Township. 

Although the EPA had said the 
project might be dangerous to the 
water supply, the Army Corps state-
ment said the EPA was consulted be-
fore this latest report. 

"They agreed with us that there 
are enough safeguards included that 
the project could be built with virtu-
ally no risk to the water supply," 
said Army Corps public affairs offi-
cer Evelyn R. Schiele. 

Schiele said earlier EPA objec-
tions were over the original solid 
waste agency proposal, to which the 

up of Trustee Elizabeth L. Hartman, 
former Village Clerk Janet D'Argo 
and resident Ginger Goldman, met 
recently to discuss preliminary ideas 
for the festival. 

Committee members will wait un-
til they meet a few more times be-
fore they settle on any specific ideas 
for the celebration, D'Argo said. 

"We just had a very basic meet-
ing," D'Argo said, "We're just kind of 
feeling our way along." 

The group plans to meet on the 
second Wednesday of each month in 
the village manager's conference 
room at village hall, 255 W. Dundee  

Army Corps has added more safe-
guards against contamination of the 
Newark Valley Aquifer, a main wa-
ter supply to the area. Officials at 
the EPA could not be reached for 
comment. 

Road. Later, the committee likely 
will seek volunteers to help prepare 
for the celebration in 1994, Hartman 
said. 

"This is going to be an important 
event," Hartman said. "There's a lot 
of things to do and think about what 
we're going to do." 

So far, committee members are 
determining goals and the general 
direction to take in planning the cel-
ebration, as well as researching how 
other communities have celebrated 
their 100th year of incorporation, 
Hartman said. 

Committee members may even 
look back to Wheeling's Diamond Ju- 

The announcement is good news 
for the solid waste agency, officials 
there said. But other factors are still 
being weighed, including the need 
for the facility, the availability of 
less damaging alternatives, impacts 
on wildlife and a nearby nature pre-
serve and opinions from state and 
federal agencies, said Lt. Col. Jess J. 
Franco, chief district engineer for 
the Army Corps. 

A public hearing on the baleful 
will be held at 6:30 p.m., May 29 at 
Harper College in Palatine. After 
that, there is no deadline for is-
suance of the permit from the Army 
Corps, Schiele said. 

"It could be a matter of months or 
it could be more than a year," she 
said. 

The EPA is the only agency that 
has veto power over the Army Corps 
in the issuance of a permit. 

bilee celebration in 1969 for ideas 
for the centennial festival. During 
the 75th anniversary of the village's 
incorporation, organizers held sever-
al celebrations throughout the sum-
mer, including a fashion show and 
parades. 

Organizers also held a pageant at 
Wheeling High School, taking resi-
dents through the history of Wheel-
ing as they paraded costumes that 
were popular throughout the dec-
ades. 

"A lot of us remember the 75th 
with very fond memories," Schultz 
said. 

g gets a head start on centennial 

Police say warm weather 
could le gang trouble 
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BY JOHN CARPENTER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

With warm weather resurrecting 
the time-honored teen-age tradition 
of "hanging around" outdoors in the 
evenings, suburban police say they 
are gearing up for an expected in-
crease in gang-related violence and 
vandalism. 

Don't look for Chicago-style gang-
land shootings or for thugs roaming 
even the quietest of cul-de-sacs. 

But do look for the usual graffiti 
of crude gang symbols and vulgarity. 
Look for the gang "colors," often 
worn in the form of athletic apparel. 
And look for, as happened Sunday 
night in Arlington Heights when a 
teen-ager was stabbed at a carnival, 
allegedly by a rival gang member, 
more fights to break out. 

"We usually get more of our prob-
lems with the gang members when it 
gets warm out," said Rolling Mead-
ows Police Officer Joseph Pistorius. 
"They're pretty active. They're out 
and about." 

"How often do you see your neigh-
bors over the winter?" asked Des 
Plaines Police Capt. Robert Sturlini, 
coordinator of a six-town suburban 
anti-gang task force. "You don't see 
them until now. The weather is nice. 
Everyone is outside more." 

"Even gang members don't feel 
like spray-painting when it's 10 be-
low," Sturlini said. 

In the latest suburban gang inci-
dent, police said about 20 gang mem-
bers gathered early Tuesday morn-
ing in a dimly lit parking lot in Roll-
ing Meadows, armed with lumber 
and smaller wooden poles, preparing 
to find the man charged with stab-
bing a member of their gang. Re-
venge, police said, was on their 
minds. 

Although Rolling Meadows be- 

longs to the anti-gang task force, 
which spends much of its time pa-
troling known gang spots, police 
were alerted to this case by a wom-
an who spotted the group of men and 
called looking for a police escort. 

The gang fled when police arrived. 
But 12 of them - nine adults and 
three juveniles - were arrested. 
Scheduled to appear in court next 
month are Francisco Cabrera, 18, 
and Genaro Cabrera, 17, of the 400 
block of St. Mary's Parkway, Buffalo 
Grove; John Bent, 18, Paul Bent, 18, 
and Alegandro C. Gomez, 18, of the 
1900 block of Edgebrook, Palatine; 
Jesus Lira, 18, of the 700 block of 
Rand Road, Palatine; Jose Edwardo 
Balderas, 19, of the 1700 block of N. 
Rose St., Palatine; Jaimie Vargas, 
17, and Arturo Ortiz, 19, of the 2300 
block of Algonquin Parkway, Rolling 
Meadows. All were charged with 
mob action, with the juveniles 
charged with violation of curfew. 

The question of revenge has police 
concerned about further action. But 
they said they are not bracing for an 
all-out war. 

"It was probably their way of 
making a point," Pistorius said of 
the Rolling Meadows group. 

"I think we are concerned," Sturli-
ni said. "We're certainly not going to 
take it lightly. There's always the 
possibility that it could escalate into 
retaliation and get out of hand." 

Sturlini said the task force, which 
includes one officer each from Des 
Plaines, Arlington Heights, Rolling 
Meadows, Elk Grove Village, Mount 
Prospect and Wheeling, will contin-
ue to spend its time trying to track 
down leads and avoid violence. He 
said they also work hard to keep a 
high profile in certain areas. 

"We are where they are active," 
he said. "We try to make our pres-
ence known. That's the whole idea." 
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Unappealing sign 

I noticed Ed Dzierzynski's letter to 
the editor in the April 25 edition of 
the Daily Herald. My reaction to the 
sign at the Wheeling Animal Hospi-
tal was very similar to his. 

Unfortunately, the Village of 
Wheeling has no control over that 
business signage because the busi-
ness is located within unincorporat-
ed Cook County, and not within the 
corporate limits of the Village of 
Wheeling. To the best of my knowl-
edge, Cook County does not have any 
appearance code and only requires 
that a permit be obtained to erect a 
sign. 

Craig G. Anderson 
Village Manager 

Wheeling 

0 CI) .+ .4  •-'
0 CU 6) "0 0 

Q 
0 4= F. .. ..i. .. .=.44 W 0 0 

a) 2  
1--.°  .=. •-• 2  O.0 .... E `n vs lac 

P.   
p.,.. : ,';;' 

.-, • -, 00 

C O 0 6.) '+-.0 w .).) ii..) 
I 
4,-1 fr  0  

0 .--_-, 0 • _.  .._, ... > , I-I 1_, c ....) 

CL) E' 2 'A  01. 0 4) M '''' 
E ,..0 E zo, g 0  = . " , ..... 0 0 cil 

'. ; ;:-4 
5 : .4s -0 cl., CL)  ?Xi' e  c i,_, 4.1 I.; .= 

0 ... = = CZ •-• .0 
6) 0.' a," .14 - C r'' CI)  Cl. " E 

_ „, 

e., a) >-• 131 rn„.„ - ' c c  i ,,,>-' c'' g 0- 
r •-• : = ..-. 73 = c'S --, cn ›, 0) 

En .. ca ,,,, ..= 
E - - i-,  - ' ,, ›-> r< ...5 ›, 

o g.), 
0  

I-. .-. • al a) CL C.) .... ...) 1-. 

-ci 04 

747

,

..7

:

:

:: 

 

co T.: c c 

...N'e o c -0. 
cu  la co 

..c • , 
E 4,-,j f. ti.0 

6) C. CV .... ,, ...4  - 0 Q.) 0 
c b rA "E r. 2 E,  4- ,..%-- 0 -2 ::,d  
E 4.; T,...,

$) •=,4.)  aso ti:3) ct
,,, a

s.) c
a 1v..

_, 
E
ras 

0i...... 
 

0 vs $.. •-• ca '50  8 = ,_, - W 0 ., CP IC 

03 0 .0 0) 0 6:1 0 0 .0 .) 0 ;,... X 
4. .0 4. C.,  • .0 ca C ,..., = CP 

0) cA 0 
0  0 . c›,i 17; t• 

8 > 
0  sz  
E a). '1' • .5: = 
0 

c am _~. 2 

-"

0..,› cu   
a" 
(1) (L' ` ° 5,  

w.  N. Sa• c 0 
c 
0 .4 Q C0 

• 
0  a.) 

070 
'48 4cs 

is  E tv.V4 c t  
w a) 0 5, E co .c

. 
C•T-* ° pp .11.1 

turc.,•-•
CL C 

0 •• 
FCEcnC 0  '5;36) 0  c.e20)tc.CU 

CO -c CU cy 1:2 

.0
6) 7 E4  

. C . 0 
0.)[66.)03 4. • .1 CD 0=U CI 

t• ca . 
a) U 0  - ca ca as p- -• on 

=. 8 „, .E C -4J ° 
•  

I. 
 ci)  

'4 0.1 41) 04..)0e) 

cCa  

.0 2  c CL 
N 6)  "C1 c E > .--. CA .4-1 

cn co 0 _he   
0.0 al) "--4 

40 ▪ ,-), c.3  
V] c..) c ct.) D4, -0=  

cco 

O o DAD c E.. 0 2.2  
6:0 

O • b.°. CI 0 0 

BY JERRY SCHACTER 
and MELISSA REISER 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

The Northwest Municipal Cable 
Council and TCI of Illinois are mov-
ing forward on a new franchise 
agreement and public hearings on 
the proposal are expected to start 
next month. 

The cable company wants a new 
agreement to change from a dual 
cable, 120-channel system, to a sin-
gle cable, 60-channel system. 

Al Giannotti, divisional vice presi-
dent of TCI, said single cable sys-
tems will cost less, result in fewer 
service problems and allow for ster-
eo broadcasts. 

The company also has asked to 
make the cable guide optional and 
available for an additional charge, 
and reduce access channels, studios 
and staffing. 

The cable council, made up of 
eight municipalities, is asking for in-
creased customer service standards, 
new construction standards, and pro-
visions to upgrade the system in case 
60 channels are not adequate. 

The council and TCI will meet 
June 4 to iron out final details on the 
proposed agreement and then public 

hearings are expected to start soon 
after in some communities. Although 
the basic franchise agreement be-
tween the company and a village 
virtually is the same throughout the 
council, there can be variations to 
each community's contract. 

Northwest suburbs served by TCI 
include Arlington Heights, Bartlett, 
Des Plaines, Hanover Park, Mount 
Prospect, Park Ridge, Prospect 
Heights and Wheeling. 

Concerns already are being voiced 
by some residents and officials about 
the proposed new agreement. 

Wheeling resident Henry Buschke 
during a recent council meeting pro-
tested the request to cut the number 
of channels and voiced concern 
about rapidly increasing costs for 
cable services. 

"The consumer is getting nothing 
in return as far as I can see," 
Buschke said. "You're being taken 
and as a result the consumers in the 
suburbs are being taken." 

Council member and Mount Pros-
pect Village Trustee George Van 
Geem said he would like residents to 
have a choice between the single or 
dual cable. But cable company offi-
cials said it is not possible to give 
each resident a choice. 
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Lilurels, and darts - -- ? 0  
Laurels to Barrington police and public works 
employees who got down and dirty to save a family 
of ducklings who fell through a manhole into a sewer 
last weekend. Community service officer Barbara 
Northway, responding to a resident's call, saw that 

the ducklings had plunked, one by one, into the sewer. She and 
two public works employees spent three hours, fishing the 
youngsters out of the sewer so they could be returned to their 
anxious mother. 

A dart to Hoffman Estates Park District 
commissioners for being so slow to reveal their 
balloting for the commission's president and vice 
president. At a May 1 meeting, board members cast 
secret ballots for those offices. Only after officials of 

the Illinois Attorney General's office indicated that the written 
ballots violated the state's Open Meetings Act did the park 
board reveal each member's vote in choosing its top two 
officers. 

Laurels to the Wheeling Board of Health for 
planning and sponsoring a first aid and health safety 
fair today from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in two tents 
outside the Indian Trails Public Library, 355 S. 
Schoenbeck Road, Wheeling. Designed for children 

from kindergarten through sixth grade, the fair will include a 
CPR demonstration, a smoke-detector display, first-aid for 
children and information about placing emergency calls. The 
youth fair is an extension of adult health fairs conducted 
periodically in the village. Those fairs feature exhibits and 
screenings for cataracts, glaucoma, blood pressure and 
cholesterol. 

Cable CounciljCI nearing 
a new franchise agreement 

Wheeling 
eyesf9ture 
spaee need 

CL4 A;T (  (cipc  - 

By MICHAEL liJtEICH 
STAFF WRI. ER 

e'r'e. Village s. Wheeling 
hired six new police officers 
Tuesday and promoted two 
officers to sergeant in the 
beginning of an effort to bring 
the village police force to full 
strength. 

The village police and fire 
commission concluded oral 
examinations Tuesday night 
before deciding to hire the six 
officers and promote officers 
Anthony Cinquegrani and 
Richard Poppenga to the rank 
of sergeant, effective June 15. 

"I think we have a real good 
crop of officers," said Wheel- 
ing Police Chief Michael Hae-
ger. "We're really pleased with 
their backgrounds and we 
think they'll be excellent addi-
tions to the department." 

Cinguegrani and Poppenga that we are able to move per-_ 

Wheeling f Tres 6 officers 
will replace retiring police Sgt. 
Jack Kimsey and former Sgt. 
Thomas Staufenbiel, who 
moved with his wife Elizabeth, 
who was also a Wheeling 
police officer,to Colorado. 

Haeger said the new offi-
cers will enter 10 to 13 weeks 
of training at the Chicago 
Police Academy this July and 
then will undergo another 13 
weeks of field training before 
they will be allowed to go on 
patrol by themselves. 

Despite the approximately 
seven-month period before the 
officers are fully-trained and 
on the street, Haeger and Vil-
lage President Sheila Shultz 
said that the department'3 
ability to patrol village streets 
will not be seriously affected 
during the training process. 

"We have adequate staff 

With space at a premium 
in the Wheeling Police 
Department and other isolat-
ed offices in Wheeling Village 
Hall, village officials are 
exploring options for 
addressing the situation. 

The possibility of convert-
ing garage space behind the 
police department into offic-
es or finding off-site office 
space to lease are the two 
main options being consid-
ered by the village board. 

"There is still a question 
on what our future needs will 
be. We'll grow a little bit (as a 
village), but not be leaps and 
bounds," said Village Manag-
er Craig Anderson. 

The village's ultimate 
staffing needs will have a lot 
to do with how much addi-
tional space may be needed, 
but Anderson said it is highly 
unlikely the village would 
consider building a new facil-
ity to house the police depart-
ment or any other village 
department. 

"We're going to try to con-
tinue to better utilize the 
space we have, which can be 
done for little or no cost," 
Anderson said. 

At a meeting Monday with 
village trustees, Anderson 
was directed to explore what 
it would cost to convert the 
garage space that is now used 
to store police vehicles when 
they are not on the street and 
what office costs are in the 
village. 

Without having looked 
into either option to this 
point, Anderson said it is dif-
ficult to project what costs 
might be associated with 
each. 

He added that there is no 
timetable for making a deci-
sion on how to address future 
space needs. 

The village late last year 
received a recommendation 
from a consultant on how to 
better utilize available space 
in the police department. 

While Anderson said those 
recommendations will help 
improve the situation, the 
space pinch will get worse 
when the village follows 
through on its plans to hire 
two more commanders in the 
police department. 

sonnel around to plug the 
gaps," Haeger said. "We don't 
like to operate without the 
total number of officers that 
we can have, but this is not a 
situation we created." 

"No one needs to be con-
cerned," Shultz said. "These 
things happen. You just have 
to cover for manpower short-
ages when you are not at full 
strength. It's an adjustment 
any business has to make • 
when they have vacancies. I'm 
not happy about it, but I want 
to reassure the residents that 
there will be no lack of the fine 
service they have always had." 

Candidates for the two open 
commander positions on the 
police department will be test-
ed June 22 and 23 and Haeger 
said he hopes to name two new 
commanders shortly after the 
testing dates. 
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Wheeling officials want 
2 dead end roads opened 

Then (1111-/ ) , 1c1c0 

RICHARD BAJJALIEH/Pioneer Press 

After being named the Wheeling Senior Center's Super Senior 
for 1990, Nina DiSpigno will be honored at the North Shore 
Senior Center on May 25. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling officials want to open 
two dead end roads on the west side 
of town because they say the roads 
"serve no useful purpose" closed. 

Vera Lane and Edward Street run 
east/west from Elmhurst Road to 
Briarwood Drive in unincorporated 
Wheeling Township. Although each 
street has access from Elmhurst 
Road, north of Hintz Road, both are 
barricaded with eight-foot high posts 
after Russell Road and before Briar-
wood Drive. 

Village officials want to remove 
the barricades and open the streets 
west to the Kingsport subdivision, 
which is located in Wheeling. Be-
cause village codes for subdivisions 
require new roads to connect to ex-
isting roads, the roads were linked 
when the subdivision was built about 
four years ago. 

The barricades were installed dur-
ing the construction because the 
township road could not handle the 
weight of the heavy trucks, Town-
ship Highway Commissioner John T. 
Ayres said. And the barricades were 
just left there after construction was 
completed several years ago, he add-
ed. 

Now, village officials say, the bar-
ricades should be removed to open 
the streets from Elmhurst to Schoen-
beck roads. 

"They (the barricades) really 

EDWARD 

Daly Herald Map 

serve no useful purpose at this 
point," Anderson said. "People try to 
get through them; they throw gar-
bage behind them. But we have to 
spend money to maintain them." 

Village trustees plan to discuss 
opening the streets at a meeting set 
for 8 p.m. today in the village hall, 
255 W. Dundee Road. 

Residents on the two roads have 
filed objections with the township 
against opening the roads because 
they do not want increased traffic 
there. Ayres said he is reviewing the 
objections and will speak with 
Wheeling officials before making a 
decision about opening the roads. 

"It doesn't make a lot of sense to 
maintain a road you don't use," An-
derson said. "We don't have any 
other streets around the village that 
just dead end like that. We have dead 
ends, but they don't end like that." 
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`Super Senior' deals 
herself nevi attitude 

Pinochle had long been on she does. 
of Nina DiSpigno's favorite She has won the hands and 
card games, but when fate hearts of her peers by being 
dealt her a crushing blow four named the center's "Super 
years ago the former New York Senior for 1990." 
resident wondered if she'd The title may not carry a 
ever again enjoy life's simple lucrative prize with it, but to 
pleasures. DiSpigno the award is price- 

With the death of her hus- less. 
band of 42 years, she spent "This center was an oasis in 
many a day lamenting her sit- the desert for me," she said. 
uation. Eventually she decided "They couldn't have given me 
to move nearer to her only son a greater honor." 
and his family in the Wheeling For someone who found it 
area. difficult to enter a place where 

Upon arrival, she found she didn't know anyone, DiS-
time was passing slowly when pigno has come full circle at 
she remembered one of the the senior center. 
last things her husband had Today she can be found 
told her. working as a receptionist, try- 

"Two weeks before my hus- ing to make people who enter 
band passed on he told me the building on First Avenue 
`Don't brood over something feel as welcome as she did 
you can't do anything about'," when she walked through the 
she said. doors more than three and a 

Armed with that sage bit of half years ago. 
advice and the recommenda- "She's a very warm and lov- 
tion of her son to check out the ing woman," said Barb Han-
Wheeling Senior Center, the sen, senior center director. 
73-year-old DiSpigno took a "She's always helping people. 
chance and set out to find a Like a lot of other people here 
good pinochle game. she's helping people find 

Now nearly four years after meaning in their lives." 
acting on her desire to make Whether she accomplishes 
friends and get on with her that with a warm welcome or a 
life, DiSpigno has done more good game of pinochle, DiS-
than find some people who pigno has found a way to make 
enjoy playing cards as much as her new home a happy one. 
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Continued from Page 1 

make the line too expensive, Metra 
spokesman Chris Knapton said. 

Meanwhile, Nortran, the North 
and Northwest suburban bus line, 
now is working to put together a 
package in which municipalities 
would help pay for the stations. Each 
town now is coming up with its own 
depot plans in preparation for begin-
ning talks with Metra, said Nortran's 
Mark Fowler. 

Clayton, who said she thinks Buf-
falo Grove would be willing to come 
up with some money in return for a 
commuter line that would make life 
easier for residents and ease traffic 
congestion on suburban streets, said 
involvement by commercial devel-
opers could put the project over the 
fiscal hump. 

"I don't think it would be a hard 
sell," she said of getting her village 
board to help finance the station. 
"But it will be costly. Obviously, we 
would like some help from commer-
cial developers." 

The idea is not unprecedented, 
said Lyle Gomm, Metra's communi-
ty development director. An aging 
Metra station in Geneva was torn 
down and rebuilt by a developer, 
who then put five stores in the depot. 
The developer footed the entire bill, 
Gomm said. 

"It's the kind of thing we're sug-
gesting for any starting project," 
Gomm said, "anything that will re-
duce the costs for Metra." 

Talks with Metra over funding the 
stations are expected to begin this 
summer, Fowler said. 

Wheeling to stay with 
same auditing firm 

For the third consecutive year, 
Peat, Marwick, Main & Co. will con-
duct the village's annual review of 
its books, trustee agreed. 

The Chicago company will con-
duct the audit for $18,500, which is 
based upon the time spent on the au-
dit, which includes a review of the 
village's financial statements and  

the annual budget. 

Pavement cracks 
to be filled 

Some pavement cracks in Wheel-
ing will be filled this summer as 
trustees unanimously agreed to hire 
an Elgin company for the project. 

Behm Pavement Maintenance, 
which was the lowest bidder, will fill 
the cracks for $1.03 per pound of  

sealant used. The company also 
worked on the village's annual crack 
sealing program last year. 

Police alarm monitoring 
system to be upgraded 

The Wheeling Police Department 
will upgrade its alarm monitoring 
system in the communications cen-
ter. 

Trustees approved an agreement 
with Wells Fargo Alarm Services of 
Elmhurst to expand the security 
alarm panel and install a computer 
to list the number of alarms the de-
partment receives over a given peri-
od and the reason for the alarms. 

Because the department still is un-
der• a maintenance agreement with 
Wells Fargo, there will be no cost for 
the upgrade, Deputy Chief Michael 
Hermes stated in a proposal. 

C mmuter plan uld put commercial developers on track 
lg President Verna L. Clayton, 
whose town would be one of the 
stops on the Des Plaines-to-Liberty-
ville line. 

In return, the developers could set 
up shop inside, offering convenient 
shopping and other services to com-
muters, Clayton said. 

"I see this as being a little mini-
shopping mall for commuters," said 
Clayton. "We could have a coffee 
shop, a newsstand, dry cleaners, a 
photo developing store." 

A commuter line is being consid-
ered along freight tracks owned by 
the Wisconsin Central Railroad, for- 

merly the Soo Line. The tracks run 
from Des Plaines through Mount 
Prospect, Wheeling, Buffalo Grove, 
Vernon Hills, Mundelein and Liber-
tyville. 

Metra officials estimate the line 
would attract more than 3,000 daily 
riders, allowing them at least to 
break even from fares collected. But 
$42 million in start-up costs - in-
cluding buying coach cars and six 
new $2 million, locomotives, as well 
as building new stations - would 

See METRA on Page 4 

BY JOHN CARPENTER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Creating what some might call 
McMetra stations - railroad depots 
stocked with convenience stores, dry 
cleaners, doughnut shops and fast-
food restaurants - could be the tick-
et for suburban officials looking to 
lure a commuter rail line through 
their towns, one mayor says. 

Under the plan, commercial de-
velopers would be asked to help pay 
for the stations, which could cost 
anywhere from $1.8 million to $7.2 
million each, said Buffalo Grove Vil- 
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Mesmoryaldecticated to 2 in Wheeling 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Memorial Day festivities in 
Wheeling will hit close to home this 
year as AMVETS members dedicate 
the day to the memory of two for-
mer veterans who recently died. 

Members of the Phillip Carpenter 
Post No. 66 AMVETS will conduct 
services at area cemeteries for Da-
vid Mohr, 47, who was killed March 
16 in a car accident in Wheeling, and 
for Ronald Scharringhausen of Des 
Plaines, who suffered a fatal heart 
attack just before Christmas last 
year. 

Both veterans were members of 
the Wheeling AMVETS and had 
served as leaders, Mohr as com-
mander and Scharringhausen as jun-
ior vice commander. 

AMVETS members will begin the 

Daily Herald Map 

festivities at 6 a.m. Monday with a 
memorial service for fallen soldiers 
at the Wheeling Cemetery on Dundee 
Road, just east of Milwaukee Ave-
nue. The next stop, which is new this 
year for the Wheeling AMVETS, will  

be the North Northfield Cemetery in 
Northbrook for a service for Mohr. 

Following that service, veterans 
will hold a second service for Schar-
ringhausen at Ridgewood Cemetery 
in Des Plaines. And the last stop will 
be the annual visit to Memory Gar-
dens Cemetery in Arlington Heights. 

Members will meet for breakfast 
at Doris' Tree Top Inn, 962 S. 
Milwaukee Ave. in Wheeling before 
lining up for the Memorial Day Pa-
rade in the parking lot at K mart, on 
the northeast corner of Dundee and 
Elmhurst roads. 

The parade, which will feature 
about 15 units, will include the AM-
VETS Color Guard, Wheeling High 
School band and R.O.T.C., local sen-
ior citizens and the 8th Army Caval-
ry, will march along Elmhurst Road 
and end at the AMVETS hall, 700 
Old McHenry Road. Marchers will  

hand out 500 flags remembering 
those missing in action. 

"The theme that we're going to 
push this year is our flag," AMVETS 
member Gus Migliore said. "We 
strongly believe that what's going on 
(the flag burning controversy) is 
wrong and we're miffed at it." 

After the parade, members will 
surround the 50-ton tank, which sits 
in front of the AMVETS hall and was 
used in the Korean War in 1952. The 
AMVETS received the tank, which 
was the fifth vehicle in the 24th In-
fantry, 6th Battalion, Company C in 
Korea, last year from Anniston, Ala., 
after waiting three years for it. 
Members will decorate it with a 
wreath and flags representing the 
United States, Illinois, MIA, the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, 
Coast Guard and deceased veterans. 

- - ack 
Ap-piove balefill plans 

During the past decade, 28 com-
munities in northern Illinois, includ-
ing 13 in my district, have been 
working diligently to craft a respon-
sible solution to their solid waste dis-
posal needs. 

These communities have under-
taken an extensive program of recy-
cling and composting to limit their j 

volume of solid waste. But even the 
most aggressive source reduction 
program cannot forestall the inevi-
table need for more landfill capaci-
ty, and these communities have 
joined together to propose a new 
balefill in Cook County. 

The design standards for the pro-
posed balefill exceed those of any 
current site, and the Illinois Geologi-
cal Survey has concluded that the 
project does not threaten important 
nearby groundwater resources. Fur-
ther, the proposed mitigation plan 
will offset any adverse environmen-
tal impact from initial re-develop-
ment of the site, protecting wildlife 
habitats and the natural landscape. 

The communities' proposal has al-
ready been reviewed by several 
agencies, including the Cook County 
Zoning Board and the Illinois EPA, 
each of which granted its approval. 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
will soon hold a final public hearing, 
capping a long and extensive series 
of community meetings. A recent 
assertion by the USEPA that the 
need for additional landfill capacity 
has not been demonstrated is clearly 
in error. The large landfill site in 
Glenview, which has been used by 
many of these communities for the 
past 20 years, is almost at capacity 
and must close next year. 

States and communities across the 
nation are having to come to grips 
with a solid waste crisis. We must do 
everything we can to reduce and re-
cycle. But until we achieve an ulti-
mate solution, we must deal respon-
sibly with the waste we produce. The 
U.S. Army Corps should approve the 
proposed balefill, a sound and envi-
ronmentally sensitive project which 
meets that responsibility. 

John Porter 
Member of Congress 

Washington, D.C. 

Wheeling residents fear chemical recycler 
BY TRISH Egilq,)416  
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Some Wheeling residents fear 
that soil and ground water may be 
contaminated if a chemical recy-
cling company builds a storage 
center on the east side of town. 

Residents' misgivings about 
Safety-Kleen Corp. were fueled by 
recent reports that the chemical 
recycler was fined $405,000 for nu-
merous violations of California's 
hazardous-waste control laws. 

Wheeling residents are con-
cerned about potential explosions, 
fires, leaks, odors, traffic and 
other violations like those that oc-
curred in California. 

"If it has happened before and 
it's fairly consistent, it can happen 

again, and it can happen here," 
said Robert Brower, owner of the 
Circle M Day Camp, which is adja-
cent to the proposed storage site. 
The site is located on 10 acres on 
the south side of Hintz Road near 
Glenn Avenue. 

As part of a settlement with the 
California Attorney General's Off-
ice, Safety-Kleen of Elgin, the 
world's largest recycler of 
degreasing solvents, agreed to pay 
$405,000 in penalites. 

The company also agreed to pay 
at least $320,000 for educational 
programs offered to small busi-
nesses in California. 

The violations, which included 
the release of industrial solvents 
into the air, ground water and soil 

at Safety-Kleen's Oakland center, 
occurred between 1984 and 1989 at 
eight of the company's California 
centers, California Health Direc-
tor Kenneth W. Kizer said. 

But Safety-Kleen representa-
tives say most of the violations in 
California occurred in 1984, before 
the company instituted "intensive" 
safety precautions. 

"Since that time the company 
has engaged in a fairly intensive 
environmental management pro-
gram, not only in California but 
throughout the nation," said Scott 
Fore, vice president of environ-
mental health and safety. 

"We won't be seeing any of those 
(violations) repeated at the Wheel-
ing facility," Fore said. 
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Taking root 
Mark Stachura, Scott Mulligan and Chris Noie dig in Tuesday 
while working on a flower bed in front of Wheeling Village Hall. 

The warmer weather provided a sunny backdrop for 
the afternoon of digging. 
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The balefill's principal players 
• At issue: Solid Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook 
County's proposal to build a 
142-acre landfill. The $55 
million landfill would accept 
garbage compacted into 
bales from 28 North and 
Northwest suburbs. 

• Who supports it: Cook 
County Board and Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency have endorsed 
SWANCC's plan. 

• Who's against it: The U.S. EPA and U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service see a threat to wildlife. The Village of Bartlett and area 
residents also are concerned about traffic and ground water 
protection. 

■ What's next: The balefill needs the approval of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, which will close public comment June 19. 
Source: Daily Herald news reports 

BY ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Hundreds of public officials and 
residents for and against a pro-
posed landfill near Bartlett came 
out Tuesday in what may be the 
last public forum on the project. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers' public hearing at Harper 
College in Palatine was the culmi-
nation of 41/2  years of work on both 
sides, 21 hearings and three stages 
of county, state and federal ap-
proval. 

The Army Corps hearing on the 
proposal of the Solid Waste Agency 
of Northern Cook County, known as 
SWANCC, preceeds the federal 
agency's permit review for the 
landfill. 

SWANC, which represents 28 
North and Northwest suburban 
communities, has proposed that the 
balefill, so called because trash 
would be compacted into balef ills 
before burial, be built on 142 acres 
of a 410-acre site at Gifford and 
West Bartlett roads. The Army 
Corps permit would be the last ap-
proval the project needs. 

Area residents spoke against the 
project late Tuesday night. Some in 
the audience were wearing "Bale-
Busters" T-shirts and buttons. 

Proponents of the project de-
fended the need for the landfill as 
well as the precautions included in 
the proposal to protect water sup-
ply and reduce the impact on wild-
life on the site. Opponents, howev-
er, charged that the site was ill-
chosen and represents threats to 
wildlife and water supply to near-
by communities. 

Mayors that fall on both sides of 
the issue presented testimony. 
Bartlett Village President John 
Stark, who has been a vocal oppo-
nent of the plan, repeated charges 
that the Bartlett site was chosen 
first and other possible sites were 
eliminated subsequently without an 
overall site selection plan. 

Bartlett Trustee Marge Fostiak 
added: "Bartlett is the furthest dis-
tance they (SWANCC) can ship 
their garbage without creating a 
civil war with Kane County." The 
audience applauded in support. 

A decision could be made in as 
little as 30 days or it could take 
months, Lt. Col. Jess J. Franco Jr., 

the Chicago district engineer, said. 
The Army Corps may deny the pro-
posal or issue a permit as request-
ed or issue a permit with special 
conditions, Franco said. 

Franco will make the final deci-
sion for the Army Corps based 
upon the purpose and need for the 
project, available alternatives and 
its effect on water quality and fish 
and wildlife. 

Wheeling Village President Shie-
la Schultz, who also is chairman of 
SWANCC, said time is running out 
for the balefill project. 

The balefill is needed to provide 
a very basic municipal service to a 
very large number of people, she 
said. 

The communities of SWANCC, 
representing about 800,000 people 
in the suburbs, have instituted re-
cycling programs that are reducing 
the amount of material disposed of 
in landfills. 

"The need for long-term disposal 
capacity for one-half of the waste 
still remains," Schulz said. 
State Representative James Kirk-
land. 

Balefill gets a final public hearing 
inpy 

Palatine Village President Rita Mullins reaffirms her support for the balefill project and reads a 
letter from U.S. Rep. Phillip Crane at the public hearing Tuesday night at Harper College in 
Palatine. Daily Herald Photo/Peter Newcomb 

Daily Herald Graphic 

Wheeling Village President Shelia Schultz speaks on the 
balefill proposal Tuesday before a packed house at Harper 
College. Daily Herald Photo/Peter Newcomb 

victory in balefill debate BALEFILL: Army engineers 
listen to 9 hours of testimony 

Each side d 
3 ) 9D (-714-g$ 

BY ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Still groggy from a nine-hour 
public hearing, the two sides 
fighting over a proposed landfill 
near Bartlett each claimed 
Wednesday to have gained an 
edge in the emotional debate. 

The hearing, conducted by the  

Army Corps of Engineers at a 
Harper College gymnasium, be-
gan with about 500 people at 6:30 
p.m. and concluded at about 3:45 
a.m., testing the endurance of 
supporters and opponents. 

The balefill support was sig-
nificant, said William Abolt, ex-
ecutive director of the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook  

County, which is proposing the 
high-tech landfill. While he was 
heartened by the support from 
municipal officials representing 
many of the 26 communities that 
would use the balefill, the lack of 
new arguments by balefill oppo-
nents bodes well for the project, 
he said. 

"The real surprise of last 
night's hearing was that there 
were no new surprises," he said. 

But balefill opponents say that 
evidence they introduced at 
Tuesday's hearing raised serious 
questions about the project's 
safety in the minds of those who 
can give the final approval need-
ed for the project. SWANCC's 
plans call for building a 142-acre 
landfill at Gifford and West 
Bartlett roads, but the project 
has been stalled for more than 
four years. 

"We accomplished all the 
goals we established for last 
night," said Bartlett Village 
President John A. Stark, who has 
fought the plan from the begin- 

Continued from Page 1 

ning. 
Stark and several trustees as well 

as five paid consultants were among 
the scores who testified against the 
balefill plan, citing threats to the 
water supply and wildlife and failure 
of SWANCC to do an adequate site 
selection procedure. 

But the hearing tested the staying 
power of ordinary citizens who had 
to stick it out until after 11 p.m. 
whIlt they finally were given the 
Hoof. Some grumbled Tuesday night 
about how they were not given the 
chance to speak until after spokes-
men for U.S. and state representa-
tives, then mayors and other munici-
pal representatives and their paid 
consultants testified. 

"It did not help us that we had to 
wait so long, but the heart of the 
group stayed," said Mary Byrne, 
president of the Citizens Against the  

Balefill, a group that has worked ac-
tively against the project. "It didn't 
help us because one of the things in a 
public hearing is that it is not just to 
address the public officials running 
the hearing but (also) to address the 
public," Byrne said. 

"The Citizens Against the Balefill 
are on the bottom of the pecking or-
der," she said. 

Some people lost patience during 
the comment period by municipal of-
ficials and left, she said. By early 
morning, only about 100 people re-
mained. Fewer than 50 people were 
on hand at 3:45 a.m. when a ques-
tion-and-answer period came to a 
close. 

A decision could be made in as few 
as 30 days or it could take months, 
Lt. Col. Jess J. Franco Jr., the Chica-
go district engineer, said. The Army 
Corps may deny the proposal or is-
sue a permit as requested or issue a 
permit with special conditions, 
Franco said. 

See BALEFILL on Page 4 



Two sides clash 
on balefill plan 
The debate on the 
proposed Bartlett balefill 
is in its last stages, and the 
rhetoric is heating up. 

By ARNOLD GRAIL 
STAFF WRITER 

In less peaceful societies, 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers' hearing on the Bartlett 
balefill might have erupted 
into a civil war. 

Packed into a huge Harper 
College gymnasium, several 
hundred advocates and oppo-
nents traded verbal shots 
Tuesday night in a showdown 
over the controversial landfill 
that proposes to bring pre-
bundled garbage to 150 acres 
of an abandoned strip mine in 
far northwest Cook County. 

Dozens of national and state 
politicians, citizens, and local 
elected officials from the areas 
around the proposed balefill 
said emphatically they do not 
want an environmental sword 
of Damocles hanging over 
their heads. 

But an almost equal num-
ber of politicians and local offi-
cials from the 26 northwest 
and north suburbs seeking the 
balefill countered they are fac- 

ing an acute and imminent 
garbage crises. They'll be left 
floating waste deep in refuse 
without the project, they said. 

The 'judge' 

In the middle of the clash of 
viewpoints sat Lt.t Col. Jess 
Franco, district engineer of the 
Army Corps, with his staff. 
He's the man who will render a 
decision on the project in the 
coming weeks. 

"I just wonder what you will 
balance my great great grand-
son's birth defects with if this 
landfill fails," said opponent 
Thomas Rolando, village pres-
ident of South Elgin. 

"All the well-heeled com-
munities of the North Shore 
have decided that Bartlett is 
the furthest distance they can 
ship this garbage without 
starting a civil war with Kane 
County," added a Bartlett vil-
lage trustee. "But they have 
chosen the wrong place to 
shovel out of their responsibil-
ity." 

"Time is running out," 
argued Sheila Schultz, village 
president of Wheeling and 
chairman of the consortium of 
towns backing the project. "If 
we don't start soon, we face a 

(Continued on page 103) 

real possibility of running out 
of landfill space. It is needed 
to provide a very basic munici-
pal service to a very large 
number of people." 

The Army Corps is the last 
agency that must review the 
balefill project. The balefill 
backers need a permit from 
the corps because of the effect 
on wildlife and the existance 
of water pockets on the old 
strip mine. 

The $60 million balefill 
would handle garbage from 26 
towns in north and northwest 
Cook County, including 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove. 

It has already received 
approval from the Cook Coun-
ty Zoning Board of Appeals 
and the Illinois Environmen-
tal Protection Agency. Both 
the Army Corps and the state 
geological survey have ruled 
the site safe for a landfill. 

But opponents fear the bal-
efill will leak into the nearby 
Newark Valley Aquifer that 
supplies water to at least 8,000 
area residents. The balefill 
would sit on top of a layer of 
bedrock saturated with 
groundwater that flows into 
the aquifer. 

Two plastic liners and a 30 
foot layer of clay would sepa-
rate the bedrock from the bale-
fill, which would actually sit 
below water level. Bedrock 
and groundwater monitoring 
wells would be placed on 
either side to detect leaks. 

The U.S. EPA, which advis-
es the Corps, has offered a dif-
ferent opinion on the project, 
warning that a failure in engi-
neering could spell disaster. 

In their assault on the pro-
ject Tuesday, the opponents 
echoed the U.S. EPA's con-
cerns. 

"The unbelievable poor 
geology of this site does not 
get better with age," said Con-
gressman Dennis Hastert 
(R-14), whose district includes 
Bartlett and Elgin, in a letter 
read by an aide. "Quite frank-
ly, it is time for common sense 
to prevail and not the nitpick-
ing of million dollar lawyers." 

The critics also contended 
the balefill will destroy the 
habitat of several blue heron, 
veery and Cooper's hawk 
breeding pairs. They also 
lashed out at the solid waste 
agency for setting site criteria 
that ruled out other areas they 
believe more suitable. 

Bartlett village trustees 
suggested that the project's six 
24-acre cells could have been 
divided into separate 40 acre 
projects. The balefill backers 
ruled out sites smaller than 
200 acres in their search. 

"Everyone in this room 
knows this site was chosen for 
political reasons," said Has-
tert, whose comments were 
embellished by four state law-
makers from the region -
Sens. Doris Karpiel (R-25) and 
John Friedland (R-33), and 

Reps. Don Hensel (R-50) and 
James Kirkland (R-66). 

But Congressman John 
Porter (R-10), whose district 
includes many of the towns 
seeking the balefill, joined 
advocates in contending that 
the facility is needed to avert 
an impending garbage disas-
ter. 

"Despite continuing popu-
lation growth, no new landfill 
has been built in many years," 
Porter said in a letter read by 
an aide. 

Advocates argued that the 
balefill has been flawlessly 
engineered, and has under-
gone more review, study, and 
hearings than any other land-
fill ever designed. Some went 
as far as to claim the site will 
be left in better shape after the 
balefill closes because of an 
extensive plan to recreate 
native wetlands and prairie. 

"The site is currently in a 
state of disarray, the vegeta-
tion highly disturbed," said 
Donald Hey, an hydrologist 
employed by the solid waste 
agency. "It would take sub-
stantial alteration of the exist-
ing topography to become 
worth anything." 

Franco said the public 
record will remain open until 
June 19, so residents may still 
write the corps with additional 
testimony. He did not indicate 
when the corps will make its 
decision. is 
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By DENISE G. CALLAHAN 
STAFF WRITER 

--- " 
The Cook County Asses-

sor's office has cautioned 
Wheeling Township resi-
dents to assess their own sit-
uations and not make any 
assumptions on the township 
average increase of 27 per-
cent in assessed property val-
ue. 

The township-wide prop-
erty assessment average was 
released Friday along with 
other township averages 
throughout the county. 

David Druker, spokesman 
for Assessor Thomas C. 
Hynes' office, said that peo-
ple should not look at the 
averages to assess their own 
property value increases. 

"Someone shouldn't feel 
bad if their increase is above 
the average because it is 
done on an individual basis," 
he said. "Likewise, if some- 

one had an increase of 30 per-
cent he should not assume it 
is correct just because the 
average was 45.5 percent." 

The large increase in 
Wheeling Township's 
assessed valuation is due 
largely to new residential 
development that occurred 
primarily in the northern and 
central portions of the town-
ship since the 1985 reassess-
ment, said Dolores Stephan, 
township assessor. 

And while to the casual 
observer much of the proper-
ty in Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove that lies within the 
township appears to be 
already developed, Stephan 
said isolated pockets of 
development in areas like 
Dundee Road have helped 
the local tax base swell in val-
ue. 

Stephan said a building 
report detailing the value of 
commercial, residential and 

Selected Cook County assessments 
Township Total Assessment % Increase 

Barrington $187,702,147 + 45.5% 
Elk Grove $1,161,164,934 + 18.3% 
Palatine $786,384,994 + 27.7% 
Schaumburg $1,162,988,919 + 22.9% 
Wheeling $1,151,542,716 + 27.0% 

'Source: Cook County Assessor 

ee police may 
Irto 

add more officers 

Wheeling Twp. assessments up 27% 
rZyS 

The Wheeling police department. 
may have a full staff of patrol offi-
cers and sergeants by July, provided 
six new officers pass their final set 
of pre-employment tests. The six of-
ficers, who were chosen recently by 
village fire and police commission-
ers, would fill one newly created po-
sition and five department vacan-
cies. The candidates are Jeffrey 
Wieder, 26, and Earnest Ray, 36, 
both of Wheeling; Kathleen Shaugh-
nessy, 23, of Park Forest; Richard 
Benbow, 24, of Palatine; Joseph Li-
cari, 21, of River Grove; and Joseph 
Schaff, 22, of Streamwood.  

ing years cannot be over-
looked. 

"We're talking about hav-
ing no reassessment in four 
years, five years in some cas-
es because we redid the 
boundaries," he said. "When 
you think about it that way, 
it's 10 percent per year." 

The highest assessment 
increase occurred in New Tri-
er Township. with a 45.7 per-
cent average increase. Dru-
ker said the heftier increases 

earlier this year adopted a 
7.76 percent tax levy increase 
over the previous year. Much 
of that increase the district 
sought will go to stabilize 
education fund balances fol-
lowing the successful pas-
sage of a tax hike referen-
dum. 

Dan Cash, director of 
finance for District 21, said 
the owner of a home with a 
market value of $100,000 who 
saw a 27 percent gain in his 
equalized assessed valuation 
this year could expect about a 
$100 increase in the District 
21 portion of his tax bill. 

Cash said his estimate was 
based on the assumption the 
state multiplier would 
remain the same. 

Cash also estimated the 
district's tax rate would drop 
about 40 cent per $100 
assessed valuation due to the 
sizable gains in the district's 
overall property values. 

The Illinois Department of 
Revenue announced Tues-
day that the new multiplier 
for Cook County is, in fact, a 
hair lower than last year's 
due to hefty property value 
reassessments in the north-
ern two tiers of townships in 
the county. 

Ronald Hagaman, Manag-
er of the Assessment Admin-
istration Division, said the 
tentative 1989 multiplier is 
1.9133, down from the 1988  

are due largely to the expen-
sive properties and smaller 
communities. 

"Because we're dealing 
with expensive properties 
and smaller communities, 
you're going to see a jump 
like that." 

The end result of the prop-
erty value increases, howev-
er, will depend on how the 
individual taxing districts 
have set their tax levies. 

The appeal process has 
been completed in the major-
ity of the townships, and Dru-
ker said the last hope of the 
taxpayers for lower tax bills 
would be if the local taxing 
districts were to decide to 
bring back their budgets for 
review and decide to abate 
taxes. That deadline is June 
1. 

That scenario is out of the 
question in Community Con-
solidated District 21, which 

(Continued on page 16) 

multiplier of 1.9266. 
The final number will be 

determined after the board of 
appeals has made its deter-
mination on all taxpayer 
assessment disputes. 

According to Hagaman, 
the multiplier has risen a lit-
tle in each of the past three 
years. 

"It's probably more signif-
icant that it didn't go up," he 
said. 

The multiplier is deter-
mined by looking at what 
percentage the assessments 
make up of the sales prices. 

"We look at the sales of 
properties and the assess-
ments and compare the two," 
he said. "That number for 
Cook County was supposed 
to be 33.33 percent (assess-
ments of the sales prices); 
instead it was 17.42 percent 
of the market value assess-
ment." 

The multiplier is used to 
equalize assessments to one-
third of a property's market 
value. 

The increases in property 
values in High School Dis-
trict 214 were "just slightly 
higher than what I project-
ed," said Jack Swanson, the 
district's assistant superin-
tendent for finance, who add-
ed that the district's property 
tax level will reflect no 
increase over the previous 
year. 

other development in the 
township between March of 
1988 and March of 1989 
showed there was more than 
$152 million in construction. 

"1 see we've experienced a 
lot of growth in the last five 
years, greater than just the 
appreciation (in value) of 
individual homes," Stephan 
said. 

Druker also said that 
although the increase 
appears large, the interven- 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Sicipw ' construction contract to be awarded 
a041 - -  

Wheeling trustees Monday are ex-
pected to award a $110,000 bid for 
construction on the village's deterio-
rating streets. 

During the second year of Wheel-
ing's sidewalk replacement pro-
gram, village officials plan to recon-
struct 50,000 square feet of public 
sidewalks this summer. For liability 
purposes, village officials plan to re-
place all sidewalks in the village 
within the next three years that may 
pose a hazard to pedestrians. 

This year, deteriorating sidewalks 
east of Elmhurst Road will be re- 

placed from the end of June until 
about the end of September. Con-
struction on sidewalks in the Dun-
hurst subdivision will begin on the 
north end and continue to the south 
sidewalks. 

Robert D. Gray, Jr., director of 
operations and maintenance, recom-
mends trustees award a contract to 
Illinois Construction Co., Inc., in Ad-
dision. The Addison company, which 
quoted $2.20 per square foot, or 
$110,000 for the total project, sub-
mitted the lowest estimate of six 
other companies that bid on the  

project. 
The highest bid of $2.98 per square 

foot or $149,000 total, was submitted 
by Kings-Point Gen-Cement in Addi-
son. 

Trustees approv d spending i 
$150,000 in this year's et for the 

t 

 
ek 

sidewalk replacemeni program. 
Residents living near sidewalks to be 
replaced will not be asked to con-
tribute to the cost, Gray said. 

Because the bids came in lower 
than expected, more sidewalks may 
be included in the program, Gray 
said. Next year, village officials plan  

to replace deteriorating sidewalks 
west of Elmhurst Road. 

The top meeting 
Who:Wheeling village 
board 

Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 

When:8 p.m. Monday 
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Construction on deteriorated 
Wheeling sidewalks is expected to 
begin later this month, after vil-
lage trustees awarded a $110,000 
contract Monday to an Addison 
construction company. 

As part of the village's sidewalk 
replacement program, 50,000 
square feet of public sidewalks 
will be replaced. 

In its second year, the program 
this summer calls for replacing 
sidewalks east of Elmhurst Road, 
including those in the Dunhurst 
subdivision. Construction in the 
housing development will begin on 
the north end and continue to the 
south sidewalks. 

Trustees unanimously approved 
hiring Illinois Construction Co. Inc. 
of Addison to replace the side-
walks, which have deteriorated 
over the years faster than the vil-
lage could repair them, said Rob-
ert D. Gray Jr., the village's direc-
tor of operations and maintenance. 
Gray said some of the sidewalks 
pose a liability problem for the vil-
lage. 

"There's a need to replace them 
because they're a trip hazard," 
Gray said. "Hopefully, we can re-
duce the amount of defective side-
walks so our own people could 
take care of them." 

Illinois Construction, which sub-
mitted the lowest estimate of six 
other companies that bid on the 
project, quoted the cost at $2.20 

per square foot, or $110,000 for the 
total job. The highest bid of $2.98 
per square foot was submitted by 
Kings-Point Gen-Cement of Addi-
son. 

Because the bid was lower than 
the $150,000 that trustees had ap-
proved spending earlier this year 
on the program, village officials 
say an additional 18,000 square 
feet of sidewalks may be replaced 
this year. 

Next year's program includes 
sidewalks west (1 lmhurst Road. 
Gray said the m may be 
completed in the next three years. 

Village officials also plan to 
study whether a temporary as-
phalt sidewalk may be constructed 
along Strong Avenue between Wolf 
Road and Northgate Parkway. 

- 

Wheeling set for summer sidewalk work 
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BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Hepatitis just one concern for inspectors 
Trying to prevent an outbreak of hepatitis 
like the one that occurred earlier this month 
in Northfield is just one of the jobs of local 
health inspectors. 

By MICHAEL ULREICH 

STAFF WRITER 

When 34 people came down with Hepatitis A 
infections after reportedly eating at a Dominick's 
salad bar earlier this month, many people may have 
wondered what local health departments do to pre-
vent a similar occurrence of "food-borne" infections 
in their areas. 

The truth, local officials say, is that there is little 
any agency can do to stop the spread of a disease like 
hepatitis once an infected person comes in contact 
with a public food source like a salad bar. 

Health inspectors in Buffalo Grove and Wheeling 
regularly inspect facilities where food is handled, 
from grocery stores to restaurants and outside food 
vendors. 

Besides conducting inspections to make sure a 
facility that handles food does so in a clean and safe 
manner, the village health inspectors also instruct 
facility operators in the correct manner of handling 
and keeping perishable foods. 

Not police 
"We're not there to police the place," said Buffalo 

Grove Health Inspector Brian Sheehan. "We're there 
to help and educate management so they can police 
their own operations. We just tell them where there 
are situations which could be problematical so that 
they can work out a procedure to correct the situa-
tion." 

The inspectors check that all food is stored prop-
erly, that the machines that spray water on sitting 
vegetables aren't dirty, and that the food has no 
insect or rodent damage and is refrigerated properly. 

But there is nothing inspectors can do to prevent a 
store employee with hepatitis from handling food 
products nor is there anything they can do to prevent 
a similarly infectious person from sneezing on a sal-
ad bar, Sheehan said. 

The situation came up earlier this month when 
some 34 cases of hepatitis A were reported by people 
who allegedly used the salad bar at a Dominick's 
Food Store in Northfield. 

Sheehan said although Dominick's destroyed the 
suspect salad bar, and replaced its employees at the 
Northfield store until they could undergo a physical 
examination, it could have been a customer who 
sneezed on the salad bar that started the store's 
involvement with infectious hepatitis. 

Salad bars 
"The problem is that a salad bar is open to the 

public," Sheehan said. "It could have been transmit-
ted by anyone. Salad bars have always been problem-
atical because you have open food." 

Wheeling Village Manager Craig Anderson said 
store employees should let their employers know 
when they're sick and then stay home, but he said 
even that wouldn't work if the employee doesn't 
know he or she is infected. 

"It's next to impossible to guarantee that some-
thing like that won't happen," Anderson said. "You 
can't pass an ordinance to stop it. You try your best 
to remind the stores to take precautions but anyone 
can come in and bring something with them." 

Sheehan inspects village grocery stores four 
times a year for such major violations as spoiled 
food, proper sanitation, clean water sources and safe 
sewage and waste water disposal. 

Anderson said Wheeling's sanitarian and health 
officer, Donald Adams, inspects restaurants and food 
stores in Wheeling at least once a year. 

Stores inspected in Buffalo Grove are given scores 
with violations weighed as to their seriousness. For 
example, improperly storing toxic items would give a  

store minus five points while not properly storing 
food utensils would only penalize the store with one 
point. 

Sheehan said stores can be closed for major viola-
tions or are given a maximum of 24 hours to correct 
serious problems. Stores with minor violations are 
given approximately two weeks to make corrections, 
Sheehan said. 

The most likely items to carry food-borne poisons 
like toxic bacteria are meats and poultries and dairy 
products, Sheehan said. 

"These items by and of themselves can cause 
someone to become ill," he said, especially if they 
are kept between a temperature of 40 degrees and 
140 degrees, temperatures in which toxic bacteria 
thrives, he said. 

Sanitation rules 
State law requires that at least one person in every 

food-serving facility pass a food sanitation course 
which includes instruction on the proper way to 
store perishable foods. Sheehan also recommends 
that one person on every shift complete the course. 

"It does take millions of these organisms to make 
someone sick," Sheehan said. "The problem is it 
doesn't take long to produce millions of bacteria 
organisms." 

Vegetables aren't usually considered foods on 
which bacteria prefers to grow, Sheehan said. But 
because a salad bar is open to the public, he said 
infections brought in by customers can be easily 
transmitted to the food. 

Sheehan said the village gets few complaints of 
food-poisoning. The main reason for that, he said, is 
because a lot of people that become ill don't realize 
where they picked up the suspect bacteria. 

Some forms of bacteria, Sheehan said, don't 
reveal themselves for seven to 10 days after they are 
ingested and by that time the source could have been 
anything, he said. 
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CAC to meet on police force goals 

swA  
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A citizen's committee might meet 
one more time before its members 
list goals for the Wheeling Police De-
partment. 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael F. 
Haeger established the Citizen's Ad-
visory Committee several months 
ago to help determine the depart-
ment's goals and objectives for the 
next decade. 

Patterned after similar commit-
tees in Florida and Massachusetts,  

the group was formed to fill a re-
quirement in order for the depart-
ment to become nationally accredit-
ed through the Commission on Ac-
creditation for Law Enforcement 
Agencies. 

The commission, which is the only 
association in the country that ac-
credits police agencies, is composed 
of representatives from the Interna-
tional Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice, the National Organization of 
Black Law Enforcement Executives, 
the National Sheriffs Association 
and the Police Executive Research  

Forum. 
"The overall purpose was for the 

citizen's committee is to look at the 
community's needs where police are 
involved," Haeger said. "I think 
sometimes citizens are overlooked 
when it comes to the goals of the po-
lice department." 

Although 64 residents expressed 
interest in joining the group, 34 resi-
dents have met in two separate 
meetings. Haeger would not disclose 
the topics discussed because he 
wants future discussions by other 
groups to remain objective. 

Haeger said he will either request 
that the citizen's committee meet 
one more time or ask the members 
to fill out a survey listing the sugges-
tions discussed during the meetings. 

After that, Haeger will form an 
advisory committee of village police 
officers, who will participate in a 
similar process as the citizen's 
group. Suggestions from both groups 
will be combined and assessed to de-
velop a list of priorities for the de-
partment, Haeger said. 

Trustees approve 
plans for preschool 

The owners of a Buffalo Grove 
preschool want to open a similar 
center in Wheeling. 

Wheeling trustees unanimously 
approved plans for L & L Bright Be-
ginnings Pre-School, Inc. to build a 
center on the southwest corner of 
Wolf Road and Mayer Avenue. 

The owners, Lea Kaluzna and Lor-
na Sonen, plan to operate the pres-
chool in two sessions, with about 96 
children ranging in age from 2,/2 to 5 
years old in each session. 

The building plans call for a sin-
gle-story center with an entrance off 
Mayer Avenue and a fence along the 
west side and half of the south side 
of the property. 

Subway shop to open 
in Lexington Plaza 

Subway Sandwich and Salads will 
open another restaurant in Wheeling. 

Trustees agreed to allow Subway 
Sandwich to use its standard logo 
type-style with a yellow and white 
color combination for a new restau- 

rant in the Lexington Commons Pla-
za, located at 1041 Lake-Cook Road. 

"As a franchise, I bought it be-
cause it was an identifying name, 
like the golden arches," said owner 
Richard M. Otte. 

Otte expects that traffic along 
Lake-Cook Road, the residents in the 
Lexington Commons subdivision and 
employees from the nearby industri-
al park to generate a good deal of 
business for his restaurant. 

The restaurant sign will be similar 
to the one for the Subway Sandwich 
shop at the northwest corner of Dun-
dee and Wolf roads. 

Discount card store 
gets sign of approval 

Village trustees unanimously ap-
proved the identifying sign for a new 
discount greeting card and party 
shop in the Creekside Plaza Shop-
ping center, located at the southeast 
corner of Elmhurst and Old McHen-
ry roads. 

The Card and Party Outlet store 
will feature greeting cards at half 
price, party favors, T-shirts and bal-
loons, owner Jim Mika said. Mika 
plans to open the store in about two 
weeks. 
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Wheeling hits low 

work injuries 
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The village of Wheeling has 
been awarded the "Best Work In- 
jury Accident Record — Adminis- 
tration Department," by mem- 
bers of the Intergovernmental 
Risk Management Agency 
(IRMA). Members were asked by 
IRMA, their Risk Management 
pool, to submit data on the num- 
ber of worker injuries and vehicle 
accidents incurred during 1989 as 
well as total hours worked and 
miles driven. 

With grafiti on a Prospect Heights apartment as a backdrop, Des Plaines Mayor Michael Aibrect, 
flanked by Sheriff James E. O'Grady and county Commissioner Carl Hansen and other suburban 
leaders, announces plans to collect petitions in support of a gang task force. Daily Herald Photo/Dave Tonge 

- Continued from Page 1 

O'Grady solicits support for anti-gang unit 
PilLdiroz(‘) 090  
Daily Herald Political Writer 

Cook County Sheriff James E. 
O'Grady took his own turf war over 
a suburban gang task force to the 
streets of Prospect Heights Tuesday, 
launching a petition drive to con-
vince Democrats to support funding 
for the unit. 

Standing before an apartment 
building wall covered with graffiti in 
Prospect Heights, O'Grady said he  

would call on suburban residents 
"from Evanston to Elgin, from Chi-
cago Heights to Arlington Heights... 
to send a message to (Cook County 
Board President) George Dunne to 
start a gang crime and narcotics 
unit." 

By assigning current sheriff's po-
lice additional duties, O'Grady said 
his task force already has identified 
30 gangs and 300 gang members in 
the suburbs. 

"Chicago street gangs operate in  

"You don't want politics to get in the 
way of the problem of gangs," 
O'Grady said. Gang activity "sends 
out a message of incivility." 

O'Grady said he has assigned offi-
cers from his existing vice, intelli-
gence and strategic response teams 
to work on "gang suppression." 

But Dunne and Sheila Schultz, the 
Wheeling village president and a 
Democratic candidate for county 
board, suggested O'Grady should 
reassign more officers to patrol the 
streets to work on the suburban gang 
problem. 

"To say now, after 31/2  years, that 
you're trying to show public support 
is ludicrous," Schultz said after at-
tending the conference for O'Grady. 
"It's just not enough to sit back and 
say, 'Gee, I had a wonderful plan, 
but the Democrats voted against it.' 

But Des Plaines Mayor Michael 
Albrecht, a former police detective, 
said reassigning sheriff's police offi-
cers was not the answer. 

"If it takes them out of one area, it  

unimpressed by any signatures. 
And he and all parties involved 

charged their opponents with using 
the gang crimes unit as ammunition 
in an ongoing political rumble. 

"I don't want to get into any pre-
election squabbles with any of these 
candidates," said Dunne, who is not 
seeking re-election. "This is all 
triggered and motivated by an elec-
tion campaign." 

But O'Grady and county Commis-
sioner Carl Hansen, a Mount Pros-
pect Republican, accused Dunne of 
holding the gang task force hostage 
to prevent O'Grady from receiving 
any re-election accolades. 

"A political quotient was injected 
into it," Hansen said, charging the 
county-coordinated gang crime task 
force was rejected by Democrats be-
cause of "the fear that the sheriff 
may get some credit for a job well 
done." 

O'Grady or his opponent, Demo-
cratic Chicago Alderman Michael 
Sheahan, may have better luck get-
ting funding from the county board 
next year after a new board presi-
dent takes control. Both the Demo-
cratic and Republican candidates, 
Richard Phelan and Aldo DeAngelis, 
are suburban residents who have ex-
pressed sympathy with growing sub-
urban concerns over gangs. 

Following Tuesday's press confer-
ence, an unidentified woman who re-
sides in the run-down complex on 
Prospect Heights' west side said, 
"It's scary. I wish I could move." 

But residents like her who fear 
gangs in their neighborhoods now 
may become the new victims in this 
continuing political turf war. 

See GANGS on Page ' 

just creates more of a problem 
somewhere else," he said, noting res-
idents of unincorporated Maine 
Township have been demanding 
more police patrols in their neigh-
borhoods. "Reassignment would just 
be a Band-aid approach." 

Still, Schultz said O'Grady should 
come up with a more agreeable plan. 

"Certainly this is a non-partisan 
enough issue that if it were present-
ed in the proper way, it would be ap-
proved," Schultz said. "The suburbs 
don't look at the gang question in a 
partisan way." 

the suburbs because that's where the 
money is," the Republican sheriff 
said. "The best way to curtail the 
gang and drug problem is to nip it in 
the bud." 

For 3% years, O'Grady, who is up 
for re-election this November, has 
been trying unsuccessfully to win ap-
proval for $1.7 million for a 30-
member gang unit from Dunne and 
the Democratic-controlled county 
board. 

Dunne said Tuesday he would be 

ort fuel tax hike support so 
0 

out the support of Prospect Heights. 
The city and Wheeling jointly own 
the airport. 

The increase is needed, airport of-
ficials say, to help pay for mainte-
nance and an $83.5 million capital 
improvements program planned for 
the airport over the next 12 years. 
Commissioners have been studying 
ways to increase sources of income 
at the airport in order to pay for the 
projects included in the program. 

The airport commission's finance 
and administration committee re-
cently agreed to recommend that 

aldermen reconsider their rejection 
of the fuel tax increase. 

"I think now that the commission 
has fully-Applored all of the alterna-
tives andMt this is a decent way to 
earn a little More money," said com-
mittee Chairman Carey L. Chicker-
neo, who also is a Prospect Heights 
alderman. "From all aspects, it's the 
one that's going to raise the most 
revenue, short-term." 

Chickerneo said aldermen proba-
bly rejected the original recommen-
dation to raise the tax because they 
wanted to make sure that that was a 

viable way to increase revenues. 

George J. Priester Aviation Ser-
vices now pays the airport 6 cents 
per gallon, or $240,000 a year, for 
about 4 million gallons of fuel 
pumped each year at Palwaukee. 
Airport officials expect to collect an 
additional $80,000 a year with the 
two-cent increase. 

The increase would be pased on to 
fuel buyers, Priester President 
Charles Priester has said. Jet fuel 
now is sold at Palwaukee for $1.92 a 
gallon while 100-octane fuel costs 
$2.08 a gallon. 

BY TRISH LIC ENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
commissioners may request Pros-
pect Heights aldermen to support 
raising the tax on fuel sold at the air-
port. 

Last month, Prospect Heights ald-
ermen rejected the Wheeling com-
missioners' recommendation to in-
crease the fuel tax by 2 cents per 
gallon. Although Wheeling trustees 
had approved the increase, which 
would generate an additional $80,000 
a year, the issue was nullified with- 



board candidates spar over taxes 
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BY LAURA JANOTA 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The finger-pointing began 
Wednesday between Democrats and 
Republicans over who really is to 
blame for Cook County's escalating 
property taxes. 

Democratic Cook County Board 
President candidate Richard Phelan 
and suburban Democrats running for 
county board say Republicans in 
Springfield, Washington and Cook 
County are the culprits. 

While they "whine" about proper-
ty tax increases, the seven-member 
Republican suburban minority on 
the Cook County Board have let Re-
publican Gov. James Thompson in 
Springfield and former President 
Ronald Reagan and President Bush 
in Washington cut back on state and 
federal funding the county needs, the 
Democrats said. 

"State and federal cuts have come  

from the Republicans," said Wheel-
ing Village President Sheila Schultz, 
a suburban Democratic county 
board candidate. 

She said the state should give the 
county larger reimbursements for 
Medicaid patients at county hospital, 
should live up to its mandate to oper-
ate the county court system and 
should restore levels of federal com-
munity block grants and revenue 
sharing for local governments. 

"By living with those cuts and not 
protesting," Schultz said of Republi-
can county commissioners, "it has 
pushed the rise in property taxes." 

Republican County Commissioner 
Richard A. Siebel of Northbrook 
called that line of argument "ludi-
crous." 

"It's true we're not receiving 
equal treatment, but for that you 
have to blame the Democratic ma-
jority in Springfield and the (Demo-
cratic) president of the county  

board," Siebel said. 
Siebel also blamed the Democrat-

ic majority on the county board, all 
from the city of Chicago, for approv-
ing hefty real estate tax increases. 

"Obviously Dick Phelan can't 
count," added Republican Cook 
County Board President Candidate 
Aldo Deangelis. "Someone needs to 
remind him that the Cook County 
Board is controlled by 10 Demo-
crats." 

Phelan, who refused to criticize 
city Democratic commissioners, 
said if he and six other suburban 
Democrats are elected to the county 
board in November it will be the 
first time suburban residents have a 
true voice in government. 

"This is going to be a lean mean 
machine. We're going to be respon-
sive and we're going to be sensitive. 
We're not going to preside over rais-
ing real estate taxes," he said. 

Phelan and suburban Democratic 
county commissioner candidates are  

proposing: 
• The county lobby in both Wash-

ington and Springfield for state and 
federal funds. 

• The county work closely with 
other urban counties in the state to 
increase local funding. 

• A battle be waged in Springfield 
to increase Medicaid reimburse-
ments for the medically indigent. 

• A county grants office coordi-
nate efforts to get state and federal 
funds. 

• A study be done to learn how 
much responsibility the state should 
bear in paying for operation of the 
county's court system. 

Siebel said many of those things, 
including a county grant office and 
lobbying in Springfield, already are 
being done by the county. 

"It demonstrates that Phelan and 
his people don't understand what's 
going on at the county board," Siebel 
said. 

I11"/"Al"
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alwauke hikes airplane pa....us  Luc 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Commercial operators at 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport will 
pay an additional monthly charge 
to park their airplanes at the field, 
despite pilots' request that airport 
officials rescind the fee. 

Last month, representatives 
from Palwaukee Airport Pilots As-
sociation requested that airport 
commissioners reconsider their 
decision in April to charge com-
mercial operators an additional 
$50 per month as a tie-down fee. 
The airport's finance and adminis-
tration committee recently re-
viewed the request and agreed 
with commissioners to initiate the 
charge, now called a commercial  

license fee. 
The airport owners, Wheeling 

and Prospect Heights, also have 
approved the new fee, which will 
be implemented July 1, said Mi-
chael F. Zonsius, assistant airport 
manager for finance and adminis-
tration. 

Commercial operators, which 
include aircraft sales people or 
flight instructors, also pay a $100 
annual commercial operators' per-
mit fee to operate out of 
Palwaukee. 

Now the operators will be 
charged the additional $50 for 
each tie-down, or parking space, 
they use at the airport. 

With about 10 commercial oper-
ators at Palwaukee, airport offi-
cials expect to collect an addi- 

tional $6,000 a year from the fee, 
Zonsius said. 

"We're not happy with it," 
PAPA President Barry L. Axelrod 
said, "because we just think it'll 
chase business away and not raise 
much money." 

Airport commissioners have 
been studying ways to increase 
revenues at the airport in order to 
pay for maintenance and major 
safety improvements planned for 
Palwaukee over the next 12 years. 

Airport officials expect the air-
port's fund balance of $900,000 to 
be reduced to $453,600 by April 30, 
1991, and be deleted by 1992 with-
out additional revenue. 

One of the first projects is the 
relocation of the Wolf/Hintz inter-
section. 

Arbor Court melee sparks concern 
17 —?<-1  By MICHAEL ULREICH 

STAFF WRITER 
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Tension between resi-

dents of the Arbor Court 
Apartments blossomed into 
a near riot Memorial Day 
weekend when two groups 
engaged in a dispute which 
village officials say could 
get worse. 

The sight of 30 to 40 resi-
dents and their guests 
throwing bottles and fight-
ing on May 27 was just the 
latest indication that trouble 
is brewing at the apartment 
complex, 100 Arbor Court. 

Wheeling Police Chief 
Michael Haeger said his 
police officers have been 
instructed to pay close 
attention to the situation at 
Arbor Court since the 
Memorial Day fracas and 
other incidents which have 
been reported there in the 
past, but he said the depart-
ment can't make the 
response it would like with-
out a social worker and 
more police officers who 
spoke Spanish. 

Residents of the apart-
ment complex interviewed  

last week, who declined to 
give their names, said the 
Memorial Day incident 
began when a car squealed 
its tires in the parking lot 
near where a group of chil-
dren were playing. 

Someone said something 
to the driver, they said, 
about slowing down and he 
returned with a group of 
associates who began to 
throw bottles and fight with 
the group of residents who 
had berated the driver. 

No injuries were reported 
after Wheeling police 
arrived to disperse the 
group around 7:30 p.m. No 
arrests were made, police 
said, -after the combatants 
dispersed into nearby apart-
ment buildings. 

Some of the residents 
interviewed last week said 
they felt the complex was a 
safe place for their families 
to live in. Others had a dif-
ferent viewpoint. 

"I feel like the way they 
talk about the city, or about 
how unsafe it is to live in 
the city," said one woman. 
"Well I'd feel safer living in 
the city than bunched up in  

here." 
Jill Porno, who manages 

the apartment complex with 

It was an 
isolated problem 
that we think we 
have solved 
because the 
individuals who 
were involved 
don't live on the 
property 
anymore. It 
won't happen 
again. 

Jill Porno 
Apartment manager 
her husband Robert for 
Arbor Associates of Chicago,  

said the firm has already 
taken action to curb further 
incidents by evicting two 
residents she believes start-
ed the problem, or who 
have caused problems in 
the past. She said friends of 
the two residents who were 
evicted have also caused 
problems in the past. 

Arbor Court residents 
have been informed, she 
said, that they will be held 
responsible for the actions 
of their guests. 

Porno said she believed 
the Memorial Day incident 
was an isolated incident 
that should never happen 
again. 

"The problem we had 
here was mostly the friends 
of this one person," Porno 
said. "It was an isolated 
problem that we think we 
have solved because the 
individuals who were 
involved don't live on the 
property anymore. It won't 
happen again." 

"We hope it's an isolated 
incident," Haeger said. 

Porno said that she and 
her husband, who live on 
the grounds, regularly  

patrol the property with 
their German shepherd. 

Wheeling Village Presi-
dent Sheila Schultz said the 
village would work with 
local community groups and 
the schools in an attempt to 
bring more understanding 
between the two populations 
at Arbor Courts. 

"My only comment is 
that it's always unfortunate 

C 
The village will 
work with local 
groups to bring 
understanding to 
the 2 populations 
at Arbor Courts. 

to nave neighbor disputes, 
and those are not uncom-
mon," Schultz said. "We 
just hope everything is 
resolved in an amicable 
fashion. If there is a danger 
to the residents, especially 
to the children, then that 
has to be addressed." 
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T he incidents incidents unfolding in the 
Arbor Court Apartments in 
Wheeling should be of 
concern to every village 

resident. 
The dispute stems from 

Memorial Day, when two .groups of 
people engaged in bottle-throwing 
and fighting at the Arbor Court 
Apartments on Dundee Road. 
While there were no arrests, and 
apparently no injuries as a result 
of the violence, this seems more a 
matter of luck than anything. 

In apartment complexes, 
condominiums and townhomes, 
even single-family home 
subdivisions, tensions and 
disagreements between neighbors 
are virtually unavoidable — privacy 
is always at a premium. 

But we are left with few choices. 
In a culturally and racially 
diversified world, and in our 
crowded suburban lifestyles, we 
cannot allow differences between a 
few individuals to interfere with 
peaceable coexistence. 

Of particular concern, as well, 
are the children in this incident. 
Not only is their very welfare 
threatened by violent 
confrontation, but perhaps even 
more important is the fact that 
they will learn by the actions of 
their parents. 

While the managers of the 
apartment complex are justified in 
evicting the trouble-makers, this 
solution will probably not be 
enough. The village and its police 
department should continue their 
vigilance in the matter, and should 
not hesitate to take a more active 
role should problems there 
escalate. 

Sensitivity to minority 
population needs is a charge for 
public officials in Wheeling and, 
for that matter, in any suburban 
town, as the character of the 
suburbs changes from a 
homogeneous texture to an ethnic 
tapestry. In a village which has a 
significant Hispanic population, 
and, in fact, a wide and rich 
mixture of differing cultures, the 
presence of a social worker who 
speaks Spanish is of the essence. 
Village officials should give 
immediate consideration to hiring 
such an individual, who might then 
act as arbitrator in future 
situations, should they develop. 

It is clear that, if left unchecked, 
such confrontations as these may 
lead to tragic conclusions. Active 
response can enhance the quality 
of life for all the town's residents. 

Snowflake drug awareness pro-
gram, and was instrumental in 
the initiation of the area Gang 
Task Force involving seven Cook 
County police agencies. 

Bill is described as "trusted, 
fair, respectful and respected" 
and was honored for his outstand-
ing ability to make a positive im-
pact on the lives of youth. 

Congratulations to Bill for a 
dedication which will benefit us 
all. 

Food drive 
Canned vegetables, canned 

tuna, canned soups, fruits and 
noodles are examples of non-per-
ishable food items which are 
being accepted by the Youth Cha-
vurot of Congregation Beth Am of 
Wheeling in their ongoing food 
drive. Collected items will be do-
nated to The Ark and The Wheel-
ing Food Pantry. Diapers, toilet-
ries and paper goods are also 
sorely needed and accepted. 

Non-perishable food donations 
may be brought to Congregation 
Beth Am, 850 Jenkins Court in 
Wheeling. For further informa-
tion, call 459-1677. 

Camp-out 
Dads and sons are invited to 

join the Wheeling Park District 
Father-Son Camp-out to begin at 
6 p.m. Saturday and run until 9:30 
a.m. June 17 at Childrely Park, 
506 McHenry Road in Wheeling. 

Pudgy pies, s'mores and roast-
ed hot dogs will fill the stomachs 
and fun will fill the night of old-
fashioned camping. This event is 
open to boys entering kindergar-
ten through sixth grade next fall 
and their fathers. 

For more information, call 
Heritage Park at 537-2222. 

Senior center names 
Commission dee 

/ 0 C? " 
Congratulations to Gladys 

(Rocky) Rusek, winner of this 
year's Commission Award for 
outstanding service to the Pavi-
lion Senior Center in Wheeling. 

"I don't think she's ever said 
'no' to anything," says Maureen 
Dabeck of the Pavilion. "Nine 
times out of 10, you don't even 
have to ask her." 

Gladys heads a stretch class for 
seniors, a craft group, works in 
the Sew For Others group and or-
ganized last year's Annual Ba-
zaar. She also does other volun-
teer activities as needed. 

Another senior in the news is Al 
Sneed, who recently started a 
"pride group" at the Pavilion. Al 
leads a group of seniors who 
stroll the grounds of the senior 
complex, getting exercise and 
picking up litter. The group meets 
at 8:45 a.m. on the second and 
fourth Wednesday of each month 
at Pavilion, 199 N. First St. in 
Wheeling. Armed with plastic 
bags for litter collection, walkers 
clean up and then come back to 
the center for coffee and sweet 
rolls later. 

Any persons age 55 and older 
who are interested in joining the 
group, call 459-2670. 

Omni award 
Wheeling police officer Bill 

Stutzman was honored recently 
by receiving the 1990 Omni Youth 
Services' Dr. Richard E. Wynn 
Memorial Service to Youth 
Award. This award recognizes 
community members who display 
similar goals and values as those 
of Omni's founding president, 
Wynn, who died last April. Wynn 
was a pioneer in the development 
of community support for drug 
awareness, intervention and men-
tal health programming for youth 
and families in Wheeling Town-
ship. 

Stutzman has been a member 
of the Wheeling Police Depart-
ment for 11 years and has served 
as a juvenile officer for three 
years. He is involved in the First 
Offenders Project designed to 
keep youth out of the Juvenile 
Court system, the Snowball/ 

Cable accord won't 
head off rate boost 
By David lbatla TCI amendments as "a fair agree- 

ment to both sides," but said, "I 
still think they [TCI] should have 
at least considered a 30-day exten-
sion on their rate increase." 

Once a municipality approves 
the amendments, TCI would roll 
back its rate for basic cable service 
to $17.45, or 3 percent more than 
the current rate, to reflect the less-
er cost of operating a single-cable 
system compared with the present 
two-cable arrangement. 

However, customers would have 
to pay 50 cents extra to continue 
receiving the monthly viewers 
guides they now get for free. (TCI 
also announced last week, to the 
cable council's surprise, that it 
would start charging $20 for every 
unnecessary service call as of July 
1.) 

Additionally, 13 channels would 
be dropped from TCI's present 73 
channels of programming, accord-
ing to Carole Stannard, executive 
director of the cable council. 

If the council communities end 
up with the same lineup as 
Schaumburg and Streamwood—
TCI towns that previously conver-
ted to 60-channel systems—the 
system would lose the Black En-
tertainment Network, the 
Galavision Spanish-language net-
work, radar weather, two channels 
carrying O'Hare International Air-
port arrival and departure listings, 
and eight public access channels, 
Stannard said. 

Negotiators for eight northwest 
suburbs reached a tentative agree- 
ment Monday on revisions to their 
cable television franchise, but not 
soon enough to head off a July 1 
rate increase of nearly 18 percent. 

TCI of Illinois Inc. had threat-
ened to boost monthly rates for 
basic cable service to $19.95 a 
month from $16.95 if the North-
west Municipal Cable Council re-
fused to let TCI cut its offerings to 
60 channels from 120. 

An agreement that spells out 
customer service standards in ex-
change for the reduced program-
ming was reached Monday, but 
there's little time left for the eight 
council communities to hold pub-
lic hearings and formally vote on 
the franchis(tjunendments before 
TCI's deadline". 

Even if some towns manage to 
act by July 1, TCI representatives 
told the council Monday that their 
July billing cycle would be well 
under way by then, and rates 
could not be rolled back until Au-
gust at the earliest. 

TCI serves 58,000 subscribers, 
roughly 45 percent of the house-
holds in Arlington Heights, 
Bartlett, Des Plaines, Hanover 
Park, Mt. Prospect, Park Ridge, 
Prospect Heights and Wheeling. 

Mark C. Masciola, chairman of 
the cable council and its Hanover 
Park representative, described the 



Fred McGowan mulls the power of the Wednesday storms which uprooted a tree in front of his 
home at 749 Linda Terrace in Wheeling. 

Daily Herald Photo/Peter Newcomb 

Wheeling plans repair of sewer manholes 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents are being 
asked to be patient while workers re-
pair more than 1,800 manholes this 
month in an effort to prevent sani-
tary sewers from overloading. 

The rehabilitation — which ranges 
from reconstructing the manholes to 
simply replacing frames and covers 
— begins this month. Some of the 
work will be done on easements ad-
jacent to houses and village officials 
are asking residents to remain pa-
tient during the construction. 

"We just want people to realize 
that this'll be happening," said Scott 
Shirley, the village's assistant direc-
tor of operations and maintenance. 
"I don't think the noise will be signif-
icant. There may be some noise or 
work being done in someone's back 
yard." 

Wheeling is exceeding the sewage 
flow standards set by the Metropoli-
tan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago, where the village's 
sewage is discharged. 

When water other than domestic 
waste overloads sanitary sewers, it 
results in sewer backups and added  

costs for upgrading the sanitary 
treatment plant. 

A seven-month study conducted by 
RJN Environmental Associates Inc. 
of Wheaton found that 76 percent of 
houses and businesses in Wheeling 
are causing the village's sanitary 
sewers to overload. However, the 
rest of the overload is caused by de-
ficiencies in village manholes and 
sewers. 

The village expects the manhole 
repairs to be completed by July 1. 
Private sewage line rehabilitation 
must be completed by July 1991. 

Village officials estimate the cost  

of repairing the manholes at about 
$1.4 million. Wheeling is eligible for 
a 70 percent reimbursement for the 
design and construction from Build 
Illinois grants to comply with the 
federal Clean Water Act. 

Residents will be required to re-
pair their systems if the village 
deems it cost efficient. 

Village trustees have hired Kim 
Construction Company of Steger, Ill.. 
to construct the manholes. Supervis-
ing the construction will be RJN, 
which trustees have hired for 
$138,728 to also inspect additional 
manholes and prepare plans and 
specifications for the rehabilitation. 

• Town 'crews clean up mess left by storm 
F  

BY AMY AR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The aftermath of Wednesday's tor-
rential thunderstorms will be visible 
in Wheeling and Buffalo Grove for at 
least two more days, as crews con-
tinue to work overtime cleaning up 
the debris scattered by the storm. 

In Wheeling, where the storm 
wreaked havoc along a one-mile 
strip on Dundee Road, extra crews 
were brought in to assist in the 
clean-up efforts. Aside from the ex-
tra public works crews, the village 
has hired two professional tree ser-
vices to help with the job, and one 
worker from Elk Grove Village also 
is chipping in, said Robert D. Gray, 
Jr., director of operations and main-
tenance. 

"Wheeling is a mess north of Dun-
dee (Road) and south of Dundee, in 
each direction," Gray said. "A lot of 
trees were uprooted, trees fell on 
houses and power is still out in some 
places." 

The damage resulted ft uil; a se-
ries of thunderstorms that swept 
through a narrow corridor in north-
ern Cook and southern Lake counties 
Wednesday afternoon. As many as 
14,000 houses and businesses were 
left without electricity for much of 
Wednesday afternoon. 

As part of the clean-up effort, 
Wheeling crews are taking three 
wood chippers through the storm-
stricken neighborhoods and chopping 
up the fallen trees and larger 
branches, Gray said. That process 
alone could take two to three days, 
but the work won't end there. 

Once trees have been removed 
from the streets, street sweepers 
must go through town clearing the 
roads of any leaves which may get  

caught in storm sewers, Gray said. 

The scene in Buffalo Grove is 
pretty similar. 

Although most of the debris has 
been cleared from streets, numerous 
trees and branches still line the 
parkways in portions of the village. 
The Cambridge subdivision, located 
on the southeastern part of town off 
of Dundee Road, was the hardest hit, 
said Raymond Rigsby, superintend- 

ent of public works. 
Village crews likely will spend 

two to three days chipping trees and 
limbs in that subdivision alone, Rigs-
by said. Meanwhile, the sweepers 
will cover other areas of the village 
as well. 

"Anytime you have a heavy 
windstorm, you have to run the 
sweepers to pick up the debris," he 
said. "It is just a routine thing that 
we do." 

For some village employees, the 
mess meant postponing vacations, 
Gray said. In order to handle the 
workload, the department needed 
every worker who wasn't sick or out 
of town. As a result, some vacations 
were canceled, he said. 

Whereas a normal work crew 
would consist of about 10 people, 
Gray said about 28 people will be out 
cleaning the area all day Friday and 
most of the day Saturday. 

Cleanu begins after storm ravages suburbs 
T14-C tab  

es. As many as 14,000 houses and Rockford and moved quickly toward 
businesses were without power for Lake Michigan, caused the most 
most of the afternoon following the damage in Barrington, Buffalo 

Northwest suburban residents windstorm, leaving many residents Grove, Lake Zurich, Palatine and 
spent most of Thursday restoring questioning whether it was a tornado Wheeling. 
their yards and houses that were that blew through town. Weather forecasters said several trashed by the violent windstorm "It came in like a tornado," said tornadoes were reported in the Peo- 
that swept through the area Wednes- Helen Zarras, of St. Armand Lane, ria area, and lightening sparked a 
day afternoon, uprooting trees and Wheeling, where leaves, branches fire in Elmhurst. But one of the littering the streets with debris. and other debris cover he streets hardest hit towns was Wheeling, 

Tree branches snapped like tooth- and lawns. "There was Lap winds. It where one person was injured when 
picks during the 20-minute storm was terrible. I never saw 'anything glass blew out the windows of of an 
Wednesday that left several houses like it. My kids started crying." apartment in the Arbor Court com- 
and cars damaged by fallen branch- The storms, which began near plex. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer • 



with torrential rains in a narrow 
corridor in northern Cook County 
and southern Lake County. 

Winds clocked at 60 mph blew 
down power lines. 

And in one freak instance. a  

man's car was struck by light-
ning as he was driving at Route 
12 and Quentin Road near Kil-
deer. 

For details of the effects of 
the storm, see Page 4. 

Vicious thunderstorm bolt 
through several surburbs 

BY DAVE MCKINNEY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Jesus Henao didn't know what hit 
him inside his Wheeling auto repair 
shop when he was lifted into the air 
Wednesday by a burst of wind and 
moments later saw part of his busi-
ness "explode" before his eyes. 

"The wind picked up and threw 
me into the air, so I grabbed onto 
some electrical pipes and just held 
on," said the owner of Jessie's Auto 
Repair at 516 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
"My building just blew up. High 
pressure, I guess, just blew the roof 
up and the walls out." 

Henao wasn't injured, nor was 
anyone else. But 60-mph winds from 
a freak series of thunderstorms 
Wednesday left his business in ruins 
and several customers' cars and 
vans buried beneath bricks and rub-
ble. 

"I don't even know how I'm stand-
ing up," he said. "I'm still shaking." 

He is one of hundreds with stories 
to tell after a vigorous round of 
lightning-thick storms swept through 
the area Wednesday, causing torren-
tial rains, marble-size hail and fierce 
winds. 

The storms, which didn't result in 
any serious injuries, traveled along a 
narrow corridor in northern Cook 
and southern Lake counties. As 
many as 14,000 houses and business-
es were left without electricity for 
much of Wednesday afternoon. 

The storms began near Rockford 
and rushed toward Lake Michigan on 

his car. 
"You always hear the safest place 

to be is in your car because it's 
grounded,  which isn't necessarily  

an almost due-east track. Communi-
ties hardest hit included Barrington, 
Buffalo Grove, Lake Zurich, Pala-
tine and Wheeling. 

"Some described this like a hurri-
cane because of the combination of 
wind and rain," National Weather 
Service meteorologist Jim Purpura 
said. "And some areas had almost 
constant cloud-to-ground lightning 
strikes." 

Rainfall amounts ranged from 
nearly 2 inches at far Northwest sub-
urban Marengo to nothing at O'Hare 
International Airport. At Barrington, 
about 11/2  inches fell. 

The storms occurred as cool air 
generated by overnight storms in 
Wisconsin and Iowa created a "small 
cool front" that collided with the hot, 
humid air over Chicago's suburbs, he 
said. 

The potential for more serious 
storms lasted through Wednesday 
night. Thunderstorms are again pre-
dicted for today. 

Where Wednesday's storms hit, 
the results were frightening, if not 
life-threatening. About 20 cars out-
side the K mart store at 780 W. Dun-
dee Road in Wheeling had windows 
broken out by the hail, and wind top-
pled a recycling truck in the store's 
parking lot. Inside, nearly 100 
shoppers huddled at the back of the 
store, waiting for the storm to pass. 

The wind also played havoc with 
Commonwealth Edison power lines. 
Eleven suburbs, ComEd spokesman 
Jose Andrade said, were without 
power for more than two hours, cre- 

true," he said. "I have a feeling I'll 
be thinking about this when I go to 
bed (Wednesday night). I know I'm 
going to hug my child." 

- — — - - 
ating headaches, especially for po-
lice departments. 

"There are a lot of alarms going 
off and we're going crazy around 
here," said Buffalo Grove police Sgt. 
Steve Balinski from his darkened po-
lice department office. 

But perhaps the most compelling 
story in the aftermath of Wednes-
day's storm belongs to Dave Par-
sons, an advertising representative 
for the Daily Herald. As he drove 
along Rand Road near Kildeer in 
Lake County, his car was hit by 
lightning. 

He was on his way to visit a client 
in Lake Zurich when the bolt hit his 
'87 Ford Taurus. It then bounced 
from his car to a nearby electrical 
transformer, knocking out the sto-
plight at the Rand Road/Quentin 
Road intersection. 

"I saw a really sick, green-blue 
light, but I didn't feel anything," said 
the 27-year-old McHenry resident. 

While he didn't feel the electricity, 
it moved his car four feet and off 
Rand Road, killed the vehicle's elec-
trical system and rearranged dirt on 
the car's surface, following the route 
traveled by the lightning bolt. 

"I wasn't scared when it hap-
pened," he said, "but about a half 
minute later when I realized what 
had happened, it scared the hell out 
of me." 

The instant the lightning hit, his 
car died — later to be revived with a 
new battery. Remarkably, the light-
ning didn't even leave a scratch on 

Also contributing to this report were 
Daily Herald staff writers Jim Al-
len, Amy Carr, Trish Lichtenstein 
and Keri Wyatt. 

• 

• 
Leroy Brown, of Reynolds Aluminum Recycling Co., looks at the overturned trailer he was 
working in Wednesday in Wheeling when gusty winds hit. Daily Herald Photo/Vincent Pierri 

Surprise storm stuns suburbs 
- , 

Blown-off rooftops, uprooted 
trees and frazzled nerves all 
were the components of a series 
of surprise storms that hit the 
suburbs Wednesday afternoon. 

Marble-sized hail fell along 



Wheeling plans repair of sewer manholes 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents are being 
asked to be patient while workers re-
pair more than 1,800 manholes this 
month in an effort to prevent sani-
tary sewers from overloading. 

The rehabilitation — which ranges 
from reconstructing the manholes to 
simply replacing frames and covers 
— begins this month. Some of the 
work will be done on easements ad-
jacent to houses and village officials 
are asking residents to remain pa-
tient during the construction. 

"We just want people to realize 
that this'll be happening," said Scott 
Shirley, the village's assistant direc-
tor of operations and maintenance. 
"I don't think the noise will be signif-
icant. There may be some noise or 
work being done in someone's back 
yard." 

Wheeling is exceeding the sewage 
flow standards set by the Metropoli-
tan Water Reclamation District of 
Greater Chicago, where the village's 
sewage is discharged. 

When water other than domestic 
waste overloads sanitary sewers, it 
results in sewer backups and added  

costs for upgrading the sanitary 
treatment plant. 

A seven-month study conducted by 
RJN Environmental Associates Inc. 
of Wheaton found that 76 percent of 
houses and businesses in Wheeling 
are causing the village's sanitary 
sewers to overload. However, the 
rest of the overload is caused by de-
ficiencies in village manholes and 
sewers. 

The village expects the manhole 
repairs to be completed by July 1. 
Private sewage line rehabilitation 
must be completed by July 1991. 

Village officials estimate the cost 

of repairing the manholes at about 
$1.4 million. Wheeling is eligible for 
a 70 percent reimbursement for the 
design and construction from Build 
Illinois grants to comply with the 
federal Clean Water Act. 

Residents will be required to re-
pair their systems if the village 
deems it cost efficient. 

Village trustees have hired Kim 
Construction Company of Steger, Ill., 
to construct the manholes. Supervis-
ing the construction will be RJN, 
which trustees have hired for 
$138,728 to also inspect additional 
manholes and prepare plans and 
specifications for the rehabilitation. 

• Town 'crews clean up mess left by storm 
F 

Fred McGowan mulls the power of the Wednesday storms which uprooted a tree in front of his 
home at 749 Linda Terrace in Wheeling. 

By AMY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The aftermath of Wednesday's tor-
rential thunderstorms will be visible 
in Wheeling and Buffalo Grove for at 
least two more days, as crews con-
tinue to work overtime cleaning up 
the debris scattered by the storm. 

In Wheeling, where the storm 
wreaked havoc along a one-mile 
strip on Dundee Road, extra crews 
were brought in to assist in the 
clean-up efforts. Aside from the ex-
tra public works crews, the village 
has hired two professional tree ser-
vices to help with the job, and one 
worker from Elk Grove Village also 
is chipping in, said Robert D. Gray, 
Jr., director of operations and main-
tenance. 

"Wheeling is a mess north of Dun-
dee (Road) and south of Dundee, in 
each direction," Gray said. "A lot of 
trees were uprooted, trees fell on 
houses and power is still out in some 
places." 

The damage resulted fi 3 se- 
ries of thunderstorms that swept 
through a narrow corridor in north-
ern Cook and southern Lake counties 
Wednesday afternoon. As many as 
14,000 houses and businesses were 
left without electricity for much of 
Wednesday afternoon. 

As part of the clean-up effort, 
Wheeling crews are taking three 
wood chippers through the storm-
stricken neighborhoods and chopping 
up the fallen trees and larger 
branches, Gray said. That process 
alone could take two to three days, 
but the work won't end there. 

Once trees have been removed 
from the streets, street sweepers 
must go through town clearing the 
roads of any leaves which may get  

caught in storm sewers, Gray said. 

The scene in Buffalo Grove is 
pretty similar. 

Although most of the debris has 
been cleared from streets, numerous 
trees and branches still line the 
parkways in portions of the village. 
The Cambridge subdivision, located 
on the southeastern part of town off 
of Dundee Road, was the hardest hit, 
said Raymond Rigsby, superintend- 

- 

ent of public works. 
Village crews likely will spend 

two to three days chipping trees and 
limbs in that subdivision alone, Rigs-
by said. Meanwhile, the sweepers 
will cover other areas of the village 
as well. 

"Anytime you have a heavy 
windstorm, you have to run the 
sweepers to pick up the debris," he 
said. "It is just a routine thing that 
we do." 

Daily Herald Photo/Peter Newcomb 

For some village employees, the 
mess meant postponing vacations, 
Gray said. In order to handle the 
workload, the department needed 
every worker who wasn't sick or out 
of town. As a result, some vacations 
were canceled, he said. 

Whereas a normal work crew 
would consist of about 10 people, 
Gray said about 28 people will be out 
cleaning the area all day Friday and 
most of the day Saturday. 

Cleanu begins after storm ravages suburbs 
lob  • BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Northwest suburban residents 
spent most of Thursday restoring 
their yards and houses that were 
trashed by the violent windstorm 
that swept through the area Wednes-
day afternoon, uprooting trees and 
littering the streets with debris. 

Tree branches snapped like tooth-
picks during the 20-minute storm 
Wednesday that left several houses 
and cars damaged by fallen branch- 

es. As many as 14,000 houses and 
businesses were without power for 
most of the afternoon following the 
windstorm, leaving many residents 
questioning whether it was a tornado 
that blew through town. 

"It came in like a tornado," said 
Helen Zarras, of St. Armand Lane, 
Wheeling, where leasiot branches 
and other debris covertdrllhe streets 
and lawns. "There was high winds. It 
was terrible. I never saw anything 
like it. My kids started crying." 

The storms, which began near  

Rockford and moved quickly toward 
Lake Michigan, caused the most 
damage in Barrington, Buffalo 
Grove, Lake Zurich, Palatine and 
Wheeling. 

Weather forecasters said several 
tornadoes were reported in the Peo-
ria area, and lightening sparked a 
fire in Elmhurst. But one of the 
hardest hit towns was Wheeling, 
where one person was injured when 
glass blew out the windows of of an 
apartment in the Arbor Court com-
plex.  



Vicious thunderstorms bolt 
through several surburbs 

BY DAVE MCKINNEY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Jesus Henao didn't know what hit 
him inside his Wheeling auto repair 
shop when he was lifted into the air 
Wednesday by a burst of wind and 
moments later saw part of his busi-
ness "explode" before his eyes. 

"The wind picked up and threw 
me into the air, so I grabbed onto 
some electrical pipes and just held 
on," said the owner of Jessie's Auto 
Repair at 516 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
"My building just blew up. High 
pressure, I guess, just blew the roof 
up and the walls out." 

Henao wasn't injured, nor was 
anyone else. But 60-mph winds from 
a freak series of thunderstorms 
Wednesday left his business in ruins 
and several customers' cars and 
vans buried beneath bricks and rub-
ble. 

"I don't even know how I'm stand-
ing up," he said. "I'm still shaking." 

He is one of hundreds with stories 
to tell after a vigorous round of 
lightning-thick storms swept through 
the area Wednesday, causing torren-
tial rains, marble-size hail and fierce 
winds. 

The storms, which didn't result in 
any serious injuries, traveled along a 
narrow corridor in northern Cook 
and southern Lake counties. As 
many as 14,000 houses and business-
es were left without electricity for 
much of Wednesday afternoon. 

The storms began near Rockford 
and rushed toward Lake Michigan on 

his car. 
"You always hear the safest place 

to be is in your car because it's 
grounded,  which isn't necessarily  

an almost due-east track. Communi-
ties hardest hit included Barrington, 
Buffalo Grove, Lake Zurich, Pala-
tine and Wheeling. 

"Some described this like a hurri-
cane because of the combination of 
wind and rain," National Weather 
Service meteorologist Jim Purpura 
said. "And some areas had almost 
constant cloud-to-ground lightning 
strikes." 

Rainfall amounts ranged from 
nearly 2 inches at far Northwest sub-
urban Marengo to nothing at O'Hare 
International Airport. At Barrington, 
about 11/2  inches fell. 

The storms occurred as cool air 
generated by overnight storms in 
Wisconsin and Iowa created a "small 
cool front" that collided with the hot, 
humid air over Chicago's suburbs, he 
said. 

The potential for more serious 
storms lasted through Wednesday 
night. Thunderstorms are again pre-
dicted for today. 

Where Wednesday's storms hit, 
the results were frightening, if not 
life-threatening. About 20 cars out-
side the K mart store at 780 W. Dun-
dee Road in Wheeling had windows 
broken out by the hail, and wind top-
pled a recycling truck in the store's 
parking lot. Inside, nearly 100 
shoppers huddled at the back of the 
store, waiting for the storm to pass. 

The wind also played havoc with 
Commonwealth Edison power lines. 
Eleven suburbs, ComEd spokesman 
Jose Andrade said, were without 
power for more than two hours, cre- 

true," he said. "I have a feeling I'll 
be thinking about this when I go to 
bed (Wednesday night). I know I'm 
going to hug my child." 

ating headaches, especially for po-
lice departments. 

"There are a lot of alarms going 
off and we're going crazy around 
here," said Buffalo Grove police Sgt. 
Steve Balinski from his darkened po-
lice department office. 

But perhaps the most compelling 
story in the aftermath of Wednes-
day's storm belongs to Dave Par-
sons, an advertising representative 
for the Daily Herald. As he drove 
along Rand Road near Kildeer in 
Lake County, his car was hit by 
lightning. 

He was on his way to visit a client 
in Lake Zurich when the bolt hit his 
'87 Ford Taurus. It then bounced 
from his car to a nearby electrical 
transformer, knocking out the sto-
plight at the Rand Road/Quentin 
Road intersection. 

"I saw a really sick, green-blue 
light, but I didn't feel anything," said 
the 27-year-old McHenry resident. 

While he didn't feel the electricity, 
it moved his car four feet and off 
Rand Road, killed the vehicle's elec-
trical system and rearranged dirt on 
the car's surface, following the route 
traveled by the lightning bolt. 

"I wasn't scared when it hap-
pened," he said, "but about a half 
minute later when I realized what 
had happened, it scared the hell out 
of me." 

The instant the lightning hit, his 
car died — later to be revived with a 
new battery. Remarkably, the light-
ning didn't even leave a scratch on 

Also contributing to this report were 
Daily Herald staff writers Jim Al-
len, Amy Carr, Trish Lichtenstein 
and Keri Wyatt. 

Leroy Brown, of Reynolds Aluminum Recycling Co., looks at the overturned trailer he was 
working in Wednesday in Wheeling when gusty winds hit. Dads/ Herald Photo/Vincent Piern 

Surprise storm stuns subthebs 
Blown-off rooftops, uprooted 
trees and frazzled nerves all 
were the components of a series 
of surprise storms that hit the 
suburbs Wednesday afternoon. 

Marble-sized hail fell along  

with torrential rains in a narrow 
corridor in northern Cook County 
and southern Lake County. 

Winds clocked at 60 mph blew 
down power lines. 

And in one freak instance. a  

man's car was struck by light-
ning as he was driving at Route 
12 and Quentin Road near Kil-
deer. 

For details of the effects of 
the storm, see Page 4. 
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After 32 years in the Wheeling Police Department, Sergeant Jack Kimsey will retire this year. 

My parents 
thought I 
was crazy, 
but I guess 
I was just 
attracted to 
the 
charisma 
of law 
enforce-
ment. 

Jack Kimsey 

Badge of honor 
Retiring officer remembers his youth 
a 0 v, t:rii a y 5 i 0 

By MICHAEL ULREICH 
STAFF WRITER 

j
ack Kimsey's title as a 
real Kentucky colonel is 
actually the least of his 
accomplishments. 

Although Kimsey doesn't 
know who nominated him 
for the honorary title, 
there's no mystery about 
the real and substantive 
contributions the 
Indianapolis native has 
made to the community 
since joining the Wheeling 
police force in 1958. 

Sgt. Kimsey was awarded 
the first Distinguished 
Service Award by the 
Wheeling Jaycees and the 
Citizen of the Year by the 
Ben Hur Lodge in 
Wheeling. An Illinois House 
resolution in 1985 
recognized his 25 years of 
service to the community 
through the Omni Youth 
Services, where he served 
on the board of directors 
and as president of the 
board from 1980 to 1984. 

As a village police officer 
Kimsey has worked in every 
department on the force, 
from traffic to support 
services, and he has held 
nearly every position in the 
department, from chief of 
detectives to acting chief. 

Youth service 
Perhaps most of all, 

Kimsey will never forget the 
work he has done with area 
youth, as the original 
sponsor of the Community 
Presbyterian Youth Group, 
as the first school liaision 
officer in the northwest 
suburbs 23 years ago, and 
as a volunteer youth 
advocate with Omni Youth 
Services. 

"Those three years I 
spent as the department's 
youth officer were the 
neatest experiences I ever 
had as a policeman," 
Kimsey said. 

Kimsey retires June 15 
after 32 years on the 
Wheeling force, more than 
any other current employee 
of the department. He will  

be more than missed, said 
Wheeling Police Chief 
Michael Haeger. 

"He's been an excellent 
staff member for the 
department and he has 
provided us with valuable 
service," Haeger said. "He 
will be missed. I just hope 
we can give him an 
appropriate send-off." 

Rookie days 
Kimsey was a young man 

of 21 when he left Glenview 
Naval Air Station in 1958 to 
take a job for a radio 
dispatch operation in 
Northfield that served the 
emerging Wheeling Police 
Department. Soon Wheeling 
Police Chief Cyke Horcher 
offered him a job. 

"My parents thought I 
was crazy but I guess I was 
just attracted to the 
charisma of law 
enforcement," he says now. 

Wheeling at that time 
was a village of 4,000 people 
known more for the string 
of taverns that lined 
Milwaukee Avenue than for 
sophisticated village 
services and a growing 
suburban community. 

"We had a lot of traffic 
problems," Kimsey said. 
"There were a lot of bad 
accident on Milwaukee 
Avenue and since 
Palwaukee Airport didn't  

have a tower, we had the 
occasional plane crash." 

He met his future wife at 
Wheeling's old village hall 
on Dundee Road and stayed 
on to raise a family in the 
town that he migrated to 
after he left the service. 

Kimsey loves to tell the 
story of how his wife Sue, a 
Rockford native, came to 
thevillage 
hall for a 
map and 
was 
mistaken fo 
a solicitor. 
Kimsey said 
his future 
bride was 
told by a Kimsey village 
employee that solicitors 
weren't welcome in 
Wheeling, although she 
really needed the map to 
look for an apartment. 

Kimsey said he was more 
than happy to find her an 
apartment, in his own 
building. A year later they 
were married. She went on 
to teach physical education 
at both Wheeling and 
Hersey high schools and 
they raised a son Jeff, now 
16. 

When Kimsey started on 
the police force, the 
Wheeling department had 
only five sworn officers. 
Thirty-two years later, Sgt. 
Jack Kimsey is retiring  

from a department with 73 
employees. In more than 
three decades, he's seen 
Wheeling grow along with 
its police department. 

"We've gone from the 
card file to computers to a 
multi-communication radio 
system," Kimsey said. 
"We've become more 
computerized and 
professional. Criminals 
today seem to be just as 
sophisticated as our ability 
to apprehend them. On the 
other hand, some are just as 
stupid as when I started." 

Kimsey will be retiring 
from the force on June 15, 
the same day as his 32nd 
wedding anniversary. He 
will be leaving town for 
good Aug. 1 to move to Gulf 
Shores, Alabama, where he 
says he intends to relax in 
the warm southern weather, 
enjoy the fishing and just a 
little golf. 

"We just love it down 
there," Kimsey said. "It's 
just like Wheeling used to 
be before it got so 
urbanized. We're really 
excited about our future. 

"I will miss the police 
department, of course. I 
think it would be more 
difficult if we weren't 
moving. Wheeling has been 
my home now for 32 years 
and I have some very dear 
friends here. But it's time, to 
go  

`firefighters applaud new roles VVheeliri 
6 / 70  

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Although Wheeling Fire Depart-
ment members say a new form of 
management style may not spark 
a firefighters contract, it is gener-
ating support among employees in 
the department. 

Part of the new management 
style includes involving the fire-
fighters in decision-making and 
policy-setting. New Wheeling Fire 
Chief Keith S. MacIsaac recently 
formed nine committees of lieu-
tenants and firefighters that will 
study the department's operations 
and recommend changes, if need-
ed. 

Members of the committees, 
which include public education/  

public relations, department train-
ing, protective clothing al:

i
n:- 

form and station maintet- , 
will study department issues•and 
develop long-range plans. Eventu-
ally, the committees will assist in 
forming budgets for those areas, 
MacIsaac said. 

"We're working on participato-
ry-type management," said Ma-
clsaac, who took over the top post 
in April following the retirement 
of 36-year Fire Chief Bernhardt 0. 
Koeppen. "The whole concept is to 
get everyone involved. So it's ev-
erybody's department. It's not just 
my department." 

Although not a new concept to 
several area fire departments, the 
idea of including firefighters in de-
cision-making is new to Wheeling,  

where the department's policies 
traditionally were set by the ad-
ministration, MacIsaac said. 

Firefighters are pleased with 
their new participatory role. How-
ever, firefighters have been unable 
to reach a contract agreement 
with the village since 1986. 

"I think that type of manage-
ment approach is very positive," 
Wheeling Firefighters Asssocia-
tion President Bart Burns said. "I 
think it's generating a lot of sup-
port and commitment." 

"I don't know if this will have an 
impact on the current contract 
talks, but it can't hurt," MacIsaac 
said. "Down the road it may help 
with future contract negotiations 
because we won't have these ques-
tions." 
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Getting the Wisconsin Central Ry. on track 

• Communities targeted: 
Libertyville, Mundelein, 
Vernon Hills, Lincolnshire, 
Buffalo Grove, Wheeling, 
Prospect Heights. 

• What it will cost: About 
$42 million 

• Who will pay for it: Metra, 
the commuter rail division, 
hopes to secure a significant 
portion of the funding from 
the communities for stations, 
parking and platforms. State 
funding also will be sought. 

Source: North Suburban Mass 
Transit District 

Old Soo Line seen as cure for commuter congestion 

Lake County commuters taking the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Ry. may soon ride the 
Wisconsin Central Ry., also known as the old Soo Line. Daily Herald Photo/Vincent Pierri 

BY JANET HALLMAN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Every once in a while, mention is 
made of an old railroad line that 
once shuttled Lake County commut-
ers into Chicago and back again. 

Trains on that old line — the Chi-
cago North Shore & Milwaukee Ry. 
— toted thousands of passengers be-
tween Milwaukee and Chicago until 
the trains stopped running in 1963. 
Then the tracks were pulled up, the 
dust settled and many commuters 
returned to their automobiles and 
talk of the way it was. 

Now there's something new to talk 
about — plans for a new "little en-
gine that could" to spring up and aid 
gridlock-weary passengers through-
out southern Lake County and north-
ern Cook County. Only this time, the 
line is the Wisconsin Central Ry., of-
ten called the old Soo Line. And un-
like other half-hearted commuter 
line proposals in the last 30 years, 
this one actually seems to be moving 
forward. 

How far it will go is anyone's  

guess — and heavily dependent on 
the decisions and financial backing 
of seven villages. 

"I think that there's a need for ad-
ditional commuter rail service into 
the Loop," said Mundelein Village 
Administrator Kenneth W. Marabel-
la, whose village is one of seven tar-
geted for new stops along the rail-
road. "As usual, with a proposal of 
this magnitude, the idea, the con-
cept, is the first step." 

Officials from the North Suburban 
Mass Transit District are hoping all 
the communities will help fund sta-
tions for the trains, which ideally 
would run from Libertyville to Chi-
cago by hooking up with the Chicago 
& North Western Ry. tracks in Des 
Plaines. 

So far, four villages — Mundelein, 
Vernon Hills, Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling — have expressed support 
for the concept through resolutions, 
which are considered the first step 
toward getting the estimated $42 
million project off the ground. 

Libertyville, Lincolnshire and 
Prospect Heights have yet to pass  

hic 

such resolutions, said Timothy J. 
Doron, executive director and gener-
al manager of the mass transit dis-
trict, known as NORTRAN. But 
Metra, the commuter rail division of 
the Regional Transportation Author-
ity, sees firm financial commit-
ments from the towns as the real ca-
talyst for the project. 

"Metra has said that if the local 
communities would pay a significant 
amount of money to put the rail line 
in service, then they would look at 
the project very seriously," Doron 
said. 

Funding the stations is the first 
hurdle for the villages, and choosing 
sites for the stations is another. The 
one sure thing, village officials 
agree, is the need for transportation 
alternatives. 

"I think it's beneficial to the com-
munity to have the opportunity to 
use a commuter line and have it 
right there," Mundelein Trustee 
James A. Keeney said. "For traffic 
reasons, it will divert some traffic 
that might go through town, and it 
would ease some of the congestion 
that we normally have." 

Even though many commuters 
from Mundelein take the Milwaukee 
Road line into Chicago from Liberty-
ville, the parking capacity at that 
station cannot possibly accommo-
date all the cars, Marabella said. 

"I think there's a couple hundred 
people a day, easily, that commute 
from Mundelein into the city," he 
said, including those who drive into 
Chicago. 

"Part of the reason they don't take 
the train is the facilities — particu-
larly the facilities at the train sta-
tion — are so overcrowded," Mara-
bella continued. "As the northern 
suburbs get more and more tight-
ened with gridlock, I think you'll see 
the priority with all forms of mass 
transit elevated in importance." 

Libertyville Village Administrator 
Allen H. Schertz agreed that parking 
at the village's train station is not 
adequate, and trustees are consider-
ing the idea of another station in the 
northwest corner of the community. 

"Parking is a problem and the cre-
ation of more parking is a bigger 
problem," he said. "The village is in-
terested in the Wisconsin Central, 
because if a station were out there, it 
would allow people to commute 
from the south." 

Part of Libertyville's draw to 
commuting employees, Schertz said, 
is the mostly industrial area in the 
northwest corner of the village. But 
officials say traffic will become 
even more congested in that area if 
Motorola Inc. follows through on its 
plans to construct a $50 million 
manufacturing facility near Win-
chester Road. 

Choosing the right site isn't quite 
so big a headache in Vernon Hills, 
where trustees proposed a station on 
a 3.5-acre plot off Route 45, between 
the Vernon Hills Public Golf Course 
and the Wisconsin Central. Mun-
delein trustees have narrowed their 
choices to three sites. 

But unanswered questions about 
the line still abound, particularly re-
garding costs. 

Tentative Metra estimates show it 
will cost $3,700 per acre to acquire 
land for the stations, with a mini-
mum of 300 spaces required for each 
community. Costs for the stations 
themselves run from $515,000 for 
Libertyville to $770,000 for Vernon 
Hills and Mundelein. Platform ex-
penses shoot the costs up even more. 

NORTRAN plans to hammer out 
cost specifications to Metra by the 
end of the year. The agency also 
plans to go after partial funding 
through the Illinois Department of 
Transportation's Operation Green 
Light program. 

However, now that Metra has 
come forward with plans for another 
line between Barrington and Aurora, 
Doron said, the competition from 
those funds could be stiff. 

"The simple, basic facts are there  

are only so many dollars to compete 
for in the region," he said. "The com-
munities along the Wisconsin Cen-
tral ought to look long and hard at 
the (new) proposal and realize this is 
in direct competition with their 
project." 

But officials from Libertyville, 
Mundelein and Vernon Hills say the 
support for the rail service appears 
to be there so they intend to keep 
pursuing the idea. 

"There seems to be a certain 
amount of support from residents," 
Vernon Hills Assistant Village Man-
ager James W. Doyle said. "I have 
received a number of inquiries re-
questing when the service will be 
available." 

Keeney agreed: "You just need 
transportation alternatives. And the 
way we're growing here in Mun-
delein, anything we can do, I think, 
would be a benefit.' 

Proposed suburban rail lines 

The Wisconsin 
Central Line 
Destinations: Libertyville to 
Des Plaines, continuing on to 
Chicago. 

How much: About $42 million 
to start up. 

Ridership: 3,000 daily riders 
projected. 

Possible stops: Libertyville, 
Mundelein, Vernon Hills, Buffalo 
Grove, Wheeling, Prospect 
Heights, Mount Prospect and 
Des Plaines. 

The Elgin Joliet and 
Eastern Line 
Destinations: Barrington to 
Aurora, connecting to four 
Metra lines into Chicago. 

How much: About $53.4 
million to start up. 

Ridership: Unknown, 
projections now being 
developed. 

Possible stops: Barrington, 
Hoffman Estates (Sears site), 
Bartlett, West Chicago, 
Winfield, Aurora. 

• 
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WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

BY AMY SMITHE 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

For the fourth time, Wheeling 
trustees have rejected a request by 
a village pizza parlor owner to 
open a restaurant in a proposed 
office center along Milwaukee Av-
enue. 

Trustees recently stood by their 
January decision to deny a request 
from Joseph Mastrototaro, owner 
of Wa-Pa-Ghettis, to relocate his 
pizza business at 46 W. Dundee 
Road to the north end of his pro-
posed shopping center at 342 S. 
Milwaukee Ave. Mastrototaro, 
who has gathered 500 signatures 

from residents in support of the 
move, requested that trustees re-
consider their decision. 

"If someone wants to put up a 
brand new building instead of an 
eyesore, they should be able to," 
Wa-Pa-Ghettis employee Linda 
Wilson said in an emotional plea to 
trustees. 

The property now houses an 
abandoned gas station. 

Other residents living adjacent 
to the Milwaukee Avenue site also 
spoke in favor of the restaurant 
moving there. 

Last October, trustees agreed to 
the restaurant a special-use per-
mit to use the property if Mastro- 

Wheeling again rejects 
zone change for eatery 

(A14 261-wk oic,99t)  

• 

July 4 is declared 
Jack Lee Kimsey Day 

Wheeling Village President Sheila 
H. Schultz has declared July 4 as Sgt. 
Jack Lee Kimsey Day in the village. 

Kimsey, who began his career 
with the Wheeling Police Depart-
ment as a radio operator in 1958, 
was appointed officer in 1966. He 
was promoted to sergeant three 
years later. 

Schultz presented Kimsey a pla-
que for his dedication to the commu-
nity after he recently retired from 
the department. Kimsey will lead 
the village's Fourth of July parade 
as the grand marshal. . 

BY MELISSA EISER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Northwest Municipal Cable 
Council members decided Wednes-
day to put TCI of Illinois on notice 
that it needs to file a complete au-
dit statement or risk the possibili-
ty of being fined. 

Members of the cable council --
which includes Arlington Heights, 
Bartlett, Des Plaines, Hanover 
Park, Mount Prospect, Park 
Ridge, Prospect Heights and 
Wheeling — said the cable compa-
ny has continued to submit its an-
nual audit statement late to the 
council and not in an acceptable 
format. 

Carole Stannard, cable council 
executive director, said the 1987 

Wheeling Wheeling Village President Sheila H. Schultz says she 
hopes the community's recycling program is copied by 
more towns. Daily Herald photo/Dan White 

iree!yig pi6c1c,sc ul recycling award 
The village of Wheeling gave Wheeling an outstanding 

picked up an award for its inno- achievement award in the 11th 
vative recycling efforts. The Annual City Livability Awards 
U.S. Conference of Mayors, Program. 
meeting in Chicago this week, See story on Page 4 

"You never said 'no' to the com-
munity," Schultz said to Kimsey, "as 
a police officer or as a resident of 
Wheeling." 

Property rezoned 
to allow expansion 

Village trustees unanimously ap-
proved plans for the remodeling and 
expansion of a fireplace store on 
Dundee Road. 

The owners of Collins Fireplace 
and Patio Shop, 561 W. Dundee, plan 
to expand the building, signs and 
parking. Trustees agreed to rezone 
the property, now zoned for industri-
al and commercial use, to a general 
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totaro pared down his building 
plans, originally drawn for the 
south side of the center. 

Then, in January, trustees res- 
cinded their backing, saying the 
pizza parlor would not be "com- 
patible with upgrading Milwaukee 
Avenue." 

report was 417 days late, the 1988 
report was 52 days late and the 
1989 report, 43 days late. She also 
said the audit report has been a 
one-sentence statement, which the 
council does not consider appropri-
ate because it fails to outline de-
tails of revenues. 

"A statement that just gives you 
one number is not an annual audit-
ed statement," Stannard said. 

Mount Prospect Trustee George 
R. Van Geem, who is a certified 
public accountant, said he has 
worked with TCI on an acceptable 
format for the report and will pro-
vide that format to the company's 
new management. 

Council members said they need 
the report so they can determine 
whether they are receiving the 

Mayors hail 
Wheeling's 
recycling 

am ,_4001q0 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When it comes to trash, Wheeling 
is making a name for itself. 

Recyclable trash, that is. 
The nation's mayors liked Wheel-

ing's innovative recycling program 
so much that they singled out the vil-
lage as one of five small communi-
ties honored this week at the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors meeting in 
Chicago. The program, which com-
bines the curbside collection of re-
cyclable materials with reusable 
goods, was the first of its kind in the 
nation. 

"This is the first thing we've 
received like this," Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz said of the 11th an-
nual City Livability Award. "It real-
ly is nice to have something recog-
nized by a group like the mayors." 

Northwest suburban mayors from 
Arlington Heights, Buffalo Grove, 
Hoffman Estates and Palatine 
joined about 250 mayors throughout 
the nation at the conference, which 
closes today at the Chicago Hilton 
and Towers. Wheeling's recycling 
program will be included in the ar-
chives of the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors in Washington, D.C. There, 
other communities across the coun-
try may use it as a model. 

The award is co-sponsored by the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors and 
Waste Management of North Ameri-
ca Inc. An independent panel of 
judges — composed of attorneys, 
former mayors, architects, planners 
and journalists — determines the 
winners. 

Wheeling's novel program, started 
last December with the merger of 
Waste Management and Goodwill In-
dustries of Chicago, is garnering na-
tional attention as other Northwest 
suburbs copy the effort. The village 
of Schaumburg recently established 
a similar venture with the Salvation 
Army and Laidlaw Industries. roa 

Under Wheeling's program, 
Goodwill truck drivers follow trucks 
from Waste Management's Buffalo 
Grove/Wheeling Disposal — the vil-
lage's trash and recycling hauler —
during the first week of each month. 
After the disposal company collects 
recyclables, such as newspapers, 
glass, aluminum and tin, Goodwill 
drivers pick up reusables, including 
old clothes, accessories, toys, books, 
knick-knacks and small working ap-
pliances. 

Schultz is pleased that Wheeling 
took the initiative with the program 
and hopes the idea continues to catch 
on in other communities. 

"I think when you get recognition 
like that, it's a good idea for sharing 
it with other mayors," Schultz said. 
"It's really significant." 

In addition to Wheeling, Bingham-
ton, N.Y., Warwick, R.I., and Wil-
mington, Del., received outstanding 
achievement awards for towns with 
populations under 100,000. Meridian, 
Miss., was awarded first place in the 
category. 

commercial district. 

Little City 
slates tags days 

The Little City Foundation will 
conduct tags days in Wheeling next 
week. 

Village trustees unanimously 
agreed to allow representatives 
from Little City to collect money for 
the 30-year-old organization, which 
provides services for mentally re-
tarded people. 

Tag days will be conducted June 
22 and 23 at all major intersection in 
the village. 

• il threatens to fine TCI over report 
tAcii9 c u.A.L octlo 

proper amount in franchise fees. 
Under its franchise agreement, 
TCI gives municipalities a portion 
of its profits. 

Cheryl Pasalic, also with Mount 
Prospect, said the council had sent 
a notificaWip of violation to TCI 
and the cony had until Friday 
to respond. • 

She said Mount Prospect would 
send another letter on behalf of the 
council to TCI giving it 30 days to 
provide the audit statement as 
asked, or the council will hire an 
auditor to do the report. 

Calvin Fee, new general mana- 
ger for TCI, said the company's 
position is that the letter that was 
sent is in compliance with the re- 
quirements for an audit statement. 



Anslinger said the delay was par-
ticularly upsetting because it means 
village residents will have to pay a 
larger rate increase on July 1 be-
cause they still will have a dual 
cable system. Those on a single 
cable system will have a 50-cent in-
crease, while those on dual cable 
will pay about $3 more monthly. 

Van Geem said he probably should 
have told Anslinger beforehand he 
planned to address the Arlington 
Heights board about his concerns. 
But Van Geem said he plans to at-
tend public hearings on the proposed 
cable agreement to air his views. 

"I have some very strong opinions 
about this modification agreement. I 
don't think I should be stifled from 
attending public hearings," Van 
Geem said. "I don't particularly rel-
ish going in and stirring up the pot in 
communities, but I think it's import-
ant." 

Van Geem said officials should 
know the cable company does not 

need to eliminate its second cable in 
order to hook up to cable-ready 
televisions or to receive stereo tele-
vision broadcasts. In addition, he 
said he believes any rate savings 
would be short term. 

Des Plaines representative Robert 
Hinde said Van Geem's comments 
may cause some confusion, but said 
he is free to speak at public hearings 
like any other citizen. 

"The only problem is that it now 
lays doubt in the (Des Plaines city) 
council's minds about what other 
members of the (cable) council 
think," Hinde said. 

Cable council Chairman Mark 
Masciola of Hanover Park said the 
franchise modifications are particu-
larly important to his community 
and to Bartlett, which both suffer 
from poor reception. He said two 
consultants have recommended the 
council move from the dual cable 
system to single cable. 

"The situation is different in 

Mount Prospect than in Hanover 
Park and Bartlett," Masciola said. 
"We have much to gain from this 
conversion." 

Masciola said some residents of 
Streamwood, which already has con-
verted from dual to single cable, 
said the improvement in reception is 
significant - a "night and day" dif-
ference. 

Van Geem said he plans to bring 
up questions and comments at hear-
ings and then let officials make up 
their minds. 

"It's not my sole goal to torpedo 
this agreement," he said. 

Each of the council's eight mem-
ber communities - Arlington 
Heights, Bartlett, Des Plaines, Hano-
ver Park, Mount Prospect, Park 
Ridge, Prospect Heights and Wheel-
ing - will be holding hearings on the 
franchise amendments, which in-
clude reducing the channel capabili-
ty from 120 to 60 channels by elimi-
nating one cable. 

cil members worried about unity 
BY MELISSA REISER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Some members of the Northwest 
Municipal Cable Council are upset 
the group will not be able to present 
a united front during upcoming hear-
ings on proposed amendments to 
cable franchise agreements. 

Scott Anslinger, council represent-
ative from Arlington Heights, voiced 
concern this week that Mount Pros-
pect Village Trustee George R. Van 
Geem attended a recent hearing 
about the franchise amendments in 
Arlington Heights and said his com-
ments played a part in the village 
board postponing the issue. 

"I would hope that if someone had 
questions, they would come to me 
and raise any questions," Anslinger 
said. "I felt my legs were chopped 
out from under me by a colleague... 
I'm not saying he was the only rea-
son they sent it back to committee, 
but he was a key part." 

COMMUNITY BRIEFS 
00,  

Wheeling ts low 
in work ' juries.. 

The villa of Wheeling has 
been awarded the "Best Work In-
jury Accident Record - Adminis!  
tration Department," by mem-
bers of the Intergovernmental - 
Risk Management Agency 
(IRMA). Members were asked by 
IRMA, their Risk Management 
pool, to submit data on the num-
ber of worker injuries and vehicle 
accidents incurred during 1989 as 
well as total hours worked and 
miles driven. 
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BY MARTI PULVER 
and TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Despite attempts by some 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
commissioners to increase their 
monthly stipend, the full board has 
rejected a 67 percent pay increase 
proposal. 

Commissioner Cary L. Chicker-
neo requested the increase, which 
would raise commissioners' cur-
rent $75 monthly stipend to $125. 
The increase would apply only to 
new members and not the current 
eight commissioners, who are 
from Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights. 

Commissioner William A. Rog-
ers, from Wheeling, disagreed with 
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Connin" --"ssioliet§ deny themselves a raise 
that method. He said pay increases 
should apply to all commissioners 
to avoid penalizing long-time 
members. 

"That appeared to be unfair in 
that the three of us from Wheeling 
have served anywhere from three 
to five years on the commission," 
said Rogers, who has been a com-
missioner for five years. "It would 
be unfair that the new ones coming 
would get a higher stipend. We've 
seen everything and everybody get 
raises. There's no reason why com-
missioners shouldn't get an in-
crease." 

The commission meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month. 
Commissioners also hold several 
committee meetings during the 
month. 

Commissioner Nicholas J. 
Helmer, of Prospect Heights, said 
commissioners should not consider 
either proposal now. 

"I think I would have a hard 
time voting a raise in any form 
when we are seeking new revenues 
on a monthly basis," Helmer said. 
"How can we vote ourselves a 
raise when we are looking for cost 
cutting measures?" 

Helmer was referring to the 
commissioners' recent attempts to 
increase revenues at the airport to 
pay for maintenance and major 
improvements planned for 
Palwaukee over the next 12 years. 
The airport's fund balance of 
$900,000 is expected to be reduced 
to $453,600 by the spring of 1991 
and be deleted by 1992. 
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H. RICK HAMMAN/Pioneer Press 

A Wheeling police officer attempts to control the chaos of power lines and traffic signals. Almost 20 cars parked in the 
afternoon traffic, after severe winds and rain knocked out K-Mart parking lot had windows blown out by the storm. 

High winds, rain cause damage 
By MICHAEL ULREICH 

STAFF WRITER 
LA_ ...)t--e-y'S I 

It came down Dundee Road last 
Wednesday, June 13, cutting a mile-
wide path along the street, uprooting 
trees and damaging roofs, touching 
down briefly in Buffalo Grove before 
devastating sections of parkway trees 
in Wheeling with damage that has 
already cost the village $14,000 in 
employee overtime. 

Meteorologists called last Wednes-
day's "mini-disaster" a mere wind 
storm that preceded a thunderstorm 
but some local officials saw it as a 
mini-tornado that damaged a small 
section of Buffalo Grove while 
descending on Wheeling and avoiding 
other nearby suburbs. 

Wheeling director of public works 
Robert Gray said the wind storm 
seemed to follow Dundee Road, 
spreading from a half-mile to the 
south of Dundee to a half-mile north 
of Dundee. 

"It was pretty severe," Gray said. 
"There were a lot of trees down. We 
had trees on houses, trees on cars and 
trees all over the parkway." 

Gray said when firefighters opened 
the garage doors to go on a call last 
Wednesday, the resultant change in 
wind pressure blew a 20-foot-by-30-foot  

section of the roof off. 
The security fence surrounding the 

public works building was blown over, 
Gray said, and a semi-trailer was 
blown over in front of K-Mart. Gray 
said one huge tree was uprooted and 
blown from the west side of Northgate 
Parkway to the north side of the park-
way. 

"You're talking about a pretty good 
wind to do something like that," Gray 
said. 

Gray said the village had already 
spent $14,000 on overtime to clean up 
the mess, with 29 employees working 
Wednesday and through the night just 
to clear the debris off village streets. 
They then spent 10-hour days Thurs-
day, Friday, Saturday and Monday cut-
ting the debris up in wood chippers 
and hauling it away. 

The money the village has already 
spent to clean up the after-effects of 
the storm is just the beginning, Gray 
said. Work remains to be done clearing 
and trimming trees and the village has 
already hired two independent con-
tractors to help with the work. 

"There's still a lot of debris piled on 
the parkways," Gray said. 

Gray said some residents were com-
plicating the clean-up effort by haul-
ing dead trees off their private proper-
ty out to the parkway for pickup. Gray 

I've been here almost 17 
years and I've never 
seen anything like it. A 
storm like this is a new 
experience for us and 
another type of little 
mini-disaster for us to 
deal with. 

Robert Gray 
Director, 

Wheeling Public Works 
said the village is not responsible for 
hauling off trees from private property 
and homeowners will have to find 
another solution. 

Buffalo Grove's director of public 
works, Ray Rigsby, said damage in the 
village was limited to the Cambridge 
subdivision located off Buffalo Grove 
Road and Dundee Road, where the 
tops of some trees were blown off and 
some roof shingles were lost. 

Rigsby said the effects of the storm 
were almost like that of a small torna-
do. 

Buffalo Grove crews spent Wednes-
day night removing what Rigsby called 
"hangers," parts of trees hanging from 
their limbs, and then spent Thursday 
cleaning up the area. 

Although power went out in Buffalo 
Grove in some places for three-to-four 
hours, Commander Gary Del Re of the 
Buffalo Grove Police department said 
police operations were not affected 
because within a second or two of the 
power outage, the department's die-
sel-powered reserve generator kicked 
in and supplied power for police opera-
tions. 

"It was business as usual," Del Re 
said. 

Gray said he has never seen the 
odd-type of storm that victimized 
Wheeling last week. 

"I've been here almost 17 years and 
I've never seen anything like it," Gray 
said. "A storm like this is a new expe-
rience for us and another type of little 
mini-disaster for us to deal with." 

II RICK BAMMANTIoneer Press 

Lino Cordoba, operations manager for Semmerling Fence and Supply, inspects 
the damage to their building at 700 N. Wolf Road. Even the Wheeling Fire 
Department garage did not escape damage. 



Firefighters put deadline on contract talks 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling firefighters, who have 
been working without a contract 
for more than four years, say they 
will enter into arbitration if they 
don't have a new contract by next 
week. 

Representatives from the 
Wheeling Firefighters Association 
and the village plan to meet from 
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday and 
likely again Tuesday to negotiate 
issues the two sides have been un-
able to agree on during their on-
again/off-again contract talks 
since June 1986. 

Originally proposed as a 
marathon negotiation session, the 
Monday meeting will be the first 

time the two sides will sit down to-
gether since May 30, said Bart 
Burns, the union president. Repre-
sentatives from the union and vil-
lage will attempt to settle as many 
as the 27 unresolved issues as pos-
sible, Burns added. 

Because of the unlikelihood that 
a contract will be hammered out 
next week, the firefighters will 
call for arbitration as "a last ditch 
effort," to reach an agreement, 
Burns said. In arbitration, one side 
files a petition with the Illinois La-
bor Relations Board to bring in an 
arbitrator, who studies the re-
maining issues and then makes a 
legally-binding decision on each is-
sue. 

"We still feel arbitration is not 
the answer," Burns said. "The best 

way to enter into an agreement is 
to negotiate an agreement. When 
all else fails, that's what arbitra-
tion is for. We haven't gotten any 
great progress with mediation up 
to this point." 

Village Attorney James A. 
Rhodes agrees that arbitration is 
not the best way to settle a con-
tract, but adds that the two sides 
will "absolutely not" resolve all 27 
issues next week. 

"We have not indicated that 
we're interested in arbitration," 
Rhodes said. 

"I think that speaks for itself. 
Somebody else decides how we're 
going to operate," he added. 

Firefighters have been working 
under the terms of a contract that 
expired April 30, 1986. 

e r s, 
By WAYNE TRYHUK effort, under which Buffalo 
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(9g—
Grove/Wheeling Disposal 
crews pick up materials at 

When it cones to dispos- curbs. 
ing of plastic trash, Wheeling Recyclable plastics include 
isn't wasting any time. Begin- high density polyethylene 
ning next week, the village and polythylene terephthal-
will add specified plastics to ate. Containers for liquid 

those materials that will be laundry detergent and orange 
collected under its recycling juice, as well as one-gallon 
program. milk and water bottles, and 

And that effort, combined 1.2 and three-liter soft drink 
with Wheeling's yard waste bottles, are made of those 
disposal effort, also starting types of plastic, according to 
next week, may have both village officials. 
immediate and long term Not included in the pro- 
benefits for village residents, gram are containers for liq-
according to Village Manager uid dish soap, bleach, 
Craig Anderson. mouthwash, shampoo and 

"It's important not only to other hair care products, 
conserve our limited resourc- anti-freeze and oil, village 
es, but also conserve the bal- officials said. 
efill space we're rapidly Acceptable plastics are 
running out of," he said expected to be converted into 
Tuesday. In addition, accord- such diverse products as 
ing to Anderson, all Illinois playground equipment, fenc-
municipalities will eventually ing, toys, sinks, drainage 
be required to "reduce the pipes, paint brushes and 
waste stream by a certain sleeping bags. 
amount. The yard waste project is 

"That might be a year or being inaugurated because 

two down the road," he said, Illinois law prohibits dump-
"but we might as well get ing of such material in land- 

into the habit."
fills after Saturday. In 
Wheeling, yard waste, which 

Recycling may also help includes grass, leaves and 
stabilize disposal rates by brush, will be picked up on 
retarding the waste flow, the same day as as other 
Anderson added. recyclables each week, until 

The plastics program will November 30. That pick-up 
be incorporated in the the day will be replace one of the 
village's current recycling current, weekly refuse collec- 

Plastics recycling to begin 
tion days. 

Between November 30, 
1990, and April 1, 1991, 
refuse will be picked up two 
days a week, with recyclables 
also being collected on one of 
them. 

On April 1, 1991, yard 
waste/recyclables and refuse 
will once again be picked up 
on separate days each week, 
continuing until November 
30 of that year. The yard 
waste must be placed in 30-
gallon "kraft" paper bags, 
available at grocery and hard-
ware stores, or 32-gallon "rig-
id containers," like ordinary 
garbage cans, or tied with 
string or cloth in bundles no 
larger than 4-feet by two-feet, 
according to village officials. 

Residents are encouraged 
to have the yard waste at the 
curbs by 6:30 a.m. 

No yard waste will be col-
lected in any kind of plastic 
bag, and it will be illegal to 
mix yard waste intended for 
collection or disposal with 
any other municipal waste, 
according to village officials. 
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New taxiway 
may cut noise 
at Palwatwe 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
and MARTI PULVER 
Daily Herald  Staff Writers  

Several safety improvement proj- 
ects planned for this year at 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport are 
expected to reduce noise by provid-
ing a safer, smoother traffic flow on 
the airfield. 

One of the improvement projects 
includes two phases: installing a new 
taxiway on the west side of the air-
port and moving an identifying light 
to the middle of the airport. Another 
project involves demolishing several 
hangars where airplanes are stored. 

Airport commissioners plan to 
recommend the airport owners —
Prospect Heights and Wheeling — 
approve the projects next month. 

The new taxiway would allow air- 
planes to get from one end of the air-
port to the other without going on 
the main runway, said Michael F. 
Zonsius, assistant airport manager 
for finance and administration. 

"One of the biggest problems at 
any airport is the noise problem," 
Commissioner Dan Quiery said. 
"The new taxiway will increase the 
flow of traffic and lessen delays. It 
will help to alleviate the noise prob-
lem by expediting the aircraft. They 
won't have to sit on the runway with 
their engines running" waiting for 
the runway to clear. 

The identifying light, called a bea- 
con and similar in concept to a light-
house, would be moved from the east 
side of Hangar No. 1 to the middle of 
the airport on the northeast side of 
the 94th Aero Squadron restaurant to 
avoid obstructions, like trees. 

Thirty-two of 70 t-hangars will be 
demolished because they are located 
too close to the airport's main run-
way. Pilots now storing their air-
planes in those corporate hangars 
would be moved to a new tie-down 
area installed in September on the 
southeast side of the airport. The 
demolition is expected to begin late 
this summer. 

The demolition project is expected 
to cost about $375,000, while the 
taxiway and beacon project is esti-
mated at less than $500,000. 
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any of the issues. We're far enough 
away that we don't have a contract. 
We're close enough that we've nego-
tiated over half of the provisions." 

Contract clashes started months 
before the pact expired on April 30, 
1986, when firefighters moved to in-
clude lieutenants in their union. The 
Illinois Public Labor Relations Act 
of 1986 created collective bargain-
ing for police officers and fire-
fighters, but excluded supervisors. 
The Wheeling Firefighters Associa-
tion voted to include - and asked 
the village to recognize - its six 
lieutenants as part of the union. 

"We don't see any conflict in in-
cluding them in our bargaining unit 
because they can't change our work-
ing conditions," Burns said of the 
lieutenants. "They're subject to dis-
cipline themselves." 

When the village refused to negoti-
ate with the lieutenants, the associa-
tion pleaded its case before the Illi-
nois Labor Relations Board, which 
agreed with the firefighters. Wheel-
ing appealed the ruling, lost, and 
took the case to the state Supreme 
Court. 

In April, the high court ruled in 
the firefighters' favor and said the 
village engaged in unfair labor prac-
tice by refusing to negotiate with the 
union that included lieutenants. The 
ruling stated that the lieutenants ful-
filled three of four criteria for being 
supervisors. Although Rhodes said 
there was some question about the 
courts' ruling that that the lieutenant 
do not spend a "preponderance" of 
their time on the job in supervisory 
functions, the village will not appeal. 

The two sides stayed away from 
the bargaining table for 15 months 
while the court studied the lieuten-
ant issue. The village offered the 
firefighters retroactive raises, which 
paid the average firefighter $4,300 
in back wages and agreed to resume 
the talks in June 1988. 

However, after hitting a stalemate 
this past January, union firefighters 
asked a federal mediator to join the 
talks. Even that move prompted a 

Continued from Page 1 
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CONTRACT: Arbitrator 
is likely for talks 

difference of opinion between nego-
tiators. 

"We hope the mediator will bring 
reality to the issues," Burns said, 

Said Rhodes: "I wouldn't place any 
great significance in this. The mere 
fact that we have a mediator is in-
significant." 

A month prior to meeting with the 
mediator, the union withdrew anoth-
er unfair labor practice charge 
against the village. 

The firefighters union filed the 
charge with the labor board after the 
village fire and police commission 
amended the department rules in 
1988 requiring all village fire-
fighters to continue to renew their 
paramedic certification each year. 

In an agreement reached during 
the contract talks, the firefighters 
dropped the charge and the village 
backed off on its request for com-
plete certification. 

The agreement provides for a 
maximum number of firefighters 
who must remain certified as 
paramedics and a minimum number 
of firefighters who are not certified. 
The numbers are relative to the 
number of employees at the time, 
but the minimum number cannot fall 
below 18. 

Up until now, about the only thing 
the two sides have agreed on is not 
to call in an arbitrator. 

Now, firefighters say they see no 
alternative than to ask a third party 
to hammer out a settlement. Burns 
said the representatives plan to 
meet from 9 a.m to 4:30 p.m. Mon-
day and likely again on Tuesday. 

Both sides said it is very unlikely 
they will settle about 27 remaining 
issues. If that's the case, the union 
will file with the labor relations 
board for an arbitrator, who would 
review each issue and determine le-
gally-binding solutions, Burns said. 

"We don't want an outside party 
fashioning our wages or work condi-
tion," Burns said. "We know the real-
ity of arbitration and we want to 
avoid it like the plague. You have to 
have some kind of remedy to a situa-
tion like ours. There has to be an end 
to it." 
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By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

C 0 a Air 
Wheeling's innovative recycling program 

has received national recognition in large 
part because both the quantity and quality of 
its second-hand goods have been first class. 

That's the assessment of officials from the 
village and Goodwill Industries of Greater 
Metropolitan Chicago, who helped guide the 
effort in which clothing, toys, small applianc-
es, kitchen utensils and other household 
items are picked up at the curbs of donors' 
homes. 

Goodwill trucks, which follow Waste Man- 
agement crews once a month as they collect 
recyclable materials at about 5,500 Wheeling 
homes, gathered 50,000 pounds of donated 
material during the program's six month trial 
run, which ended in May, according to Bob 
McMahon, vice-president of operations for 
the agency. 

Nearly 15 percent of the homes in the 
village took part in the effort, compared to 
the 5 percent participation other types of 
Goodwill donation programs generate, McMa- 
hon said. 

And while about 35 percent of the items 
Goodwill normally collects are "trash" which 
cannot be merchandised in its stores, only 
about 14 percent of the Wheeling material 
has been unmarketable, Mahon said. 

In addition, since the bulk of the Wheeling 
donations have been clothing, which can be 
converted to other uses as unlikely as wind-
shield cleaning cloths, "virtually none of it 
goes to waste," McMahon said. 

"I'd bet some communities would have a 
very high waste factor," he added. "But 

Wheeling has a nice mix of economic groups 
and people." 

Those people "can take all the credit" for 
the success of the program, for which the 
National Conference of Mayors recently gave 
Wheeling a "City Livability Award," accord-
ing to Village Manager Craig Anderson. 
"They really got into it." 

While "it's not like sending a man to the 
moon," Anderson added, "it's nice to know 
we've done something of benefit to our com- 
munity and other people. 

"And its nice to be on the cutting edge of 
things and do something innovative that's 
successful," he said of the program, which 
earlier had been recognized by the national 
Goodwill organization. 

The venture, which has been renewed for 
a full year, is probably unique to the village, 
although a similar effort was undertaken in 
Schaumburg through the cooperation of the 
Salvation Army — after the Wheeling pro-
gram was underway, according to Anderson 
and McMahon. 

Noting that the venture had received 
national publicity, Anderson said, "Nobody 
else has come to us and said, 'We've done it, 
too.' " 

Because the "the world is so into the envi- 
ronment and ecology, and recycling is the 
keyword of the day," the cooperation 
between Goodwill and Wheeling is "a mar-
riage made in heaven," McMahon observed. 
"We're one of the oldest recyclers that there 
is. That's what we've done for a long time." 

Goodwill already plans to initiate a similar 
effort in Rolling Meadows, and may later 
expand the program into additional commu- 
nities, he said. 

Village recycling program 
gains national recognition.  

Plash  join Wheeling's pickup schedule 
7h431  
BY TRISH LI NSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Some Wheeling residents will be 
adding a few more items to their 
orange recycling bins today —
plastics. 

Today is the first day for some 
residents to include plastics in 
their weekly curbside recycling 
pickup, which for more than a 
year has included newspaper and 
inserts, colored and clear glass, 
aluminum and tin. Plastics will be 
picked up on the same day as other 
recyclables. 

Village trustees have an agree-
ment with Buffalo Grove/Wheel-
ing Disposal, affiliated with Waste 
Managment of North America 
Inc., to add plastics to the village- 

wide recycling program that start-
ed in Wheeling in May, 1989. 

Phase I of a four-phase Plastic 
Recycling Alliance plan, devel-
oped by Waste Management and 
DuPont, includes the collection of 
plastic one-gallon milk bottles, 
one-gallon water bottles, two-gal-
lon water dispensers, plastic 
orange juice and liquid laundry de-
tergent containers and one- two-
and three-liter soda pop bottles. 

"By recycling plastics we hope 
to divert more materials from 
landfills," Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said. "It helps us contin-
ue to conserve the limited re-
sources we have." 

Residents now pay $1 a month 
for recycling pickup. But with the 
addition of plastics, the rate will 

increase to $1.95 per month to 
offset the cost of additional labor 
required to collect and sort the 
plastics, Waste Management offi-
cials said. 

"I hope it's successful," Ander-
son said of the recycling program. 
"Because at some point we're 
going to be mandated to divert a 
certain percentage from the land-
fills. This is a good start." 

Recycling plastic also is expect-
ed to hold down future costs of 
dumping garbage in landfills. 

The collection will not accept 
plastic bleach or dishwashing-liq-
uid bottles, or shampoo, condition-
er, anti-freeze or oil containers be-
cause they cause a reaction to the 
solution when they are cleaned. 

• Fourth Continued from page 5 

key," a band which has 
backed Hank Williams, Jr. 

The marchers and floats 
will leave the K-Mart park-
ing lot at Dundee Road and 
Ill. Route 83 at 10 a.m. on 
July 4, and proceed down 
Dundee to Wolf Road, and 
along Wolf to Heritage Park. 

But residents may get an 
even bigger bang for their 
charitable buck when the 
fireworks begin at 9:30 p.m., 
also in Heritage Park. "I 
think after people see these, 
they'll never forget them," 
Abruscato said of the dis-
play, which, at a cost of 
about $10,000, will be nearly 
twice as expensive as last 
year's, and feature a grand 
finale expected to last 20 
minutes. 

"Last year was not as 
good," she explained, "but  

we only had so many dol-
lars." 

Some of this year's dol-
lars have come from the vil-
lage and the Wheeling Park 
District, who were 
approached for donations 
for the first time in about a 
decade, Abruscato said. 

In addition, St. Joseph 
the Worker Parish, which is 
sponsoring Familvtlist next 
week "in conjunction" with 
the other events, have con-
tributed financially to the 
latter, and have even 
arranged to have an ele-
phant appearing at the fest 
walk in the parade, Abrus-
cato said. 

Together, the parade and 
fireworks are expected to 
cost $11,500, almost $2,000 
of which has been raised 

Fireworks 
planned for 
Fourth fest 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

Parade marchers strut-
ting through the streets, 
musicians shaking maracas 
and strumming guitars, 
clowns juggling, and techni-
cians hurtling fireworks 
skyward ... those and all the 
Fourth of July activities 
planned for Wheeling might 
be seen as one big exercise 
in give and take. 

"A lot of the participants 
live and work in the com-
munity, and run businesses 
there," Wheeling Trustee 
Judy Abruscato, an organiz-
er of many of the events, 
explained Monday. "They're 
giving back some enjoy-
ment." 

The selection of retiring 
Wheeling Police Sergeant 
Jack Kimsey as parade 
grand marshal typifies that 
philosophy, according to 
Abruscato. "He's given a lot, 
and we're giving back by 
selecting him," she said. 

Wheeling residents them-
selves, in fact, are being 
asked as they have for the 
past four years to give dona-
tions, which they may add 

Ito their water bills, to help 
fund the festivities. "If 
every resident gave a dollar, 
we wouldn't have to do any-
thing" in the way of addi-
tional fund raising, Abrus-
cato said. 

And what the residents 
will receive in return are a 
parade and fireworks dis-
play significantly improved 
over last year's offerings, 
according to Abruscato. 
"The parade gets bigger 
every year," she said, noting 
that 1990 event will include 
nearly 70 units, including 
the Cubs Quartet, a brass 
ensemble that plays during 
baseball games, the Maria-
chi Band from Chicago, and 
the Northern Illinois Motor-
cyclists. Far from being the 
Midwest equivalent of Hells 
Angels, Abruscato is quick 
to note, the cyclists engage 
in charitable activities like 
visiting senior citizen hous-
ing, and distributing toys 
for children. 

For those with a thirst for 
country music, the parade 
will feature "Risky Whis- 

through the water bill dona-
tions alone, Abruscato said. 
While noting that she was 
"happy" with the pace of 
contributions to date, Abrus-
cato added that residents 
"need to be reminded" of 
their importance to the suc-
cess of the festivities. To 
that end, she said, the 
events' organizers have dis-
tributed 3,000 fliers stress-
ing the need for donations. 

Contributions are espe-
cially important this year, 
Abruscato said, because "a 
couple of major donors" 
from the past were unable 
to help fund the upcoming 
events. 

Persons seeking informa-
tion on the fireworks and 
parade are encouraged to 
call Abruscato at either 
541-8788, or 459-4000. 
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BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Wheeling resident wants vil-
lage trustees to impose a curfew 
on airplanes fiying in and out of 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

Bruce Portnoy, of the 400 block 
of Harmony Drive, Monday re-
quested trustees eliminate airport 
use between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. in 
an effort to reduce airplane noise 
near his house and others around 
the airport, which is owned by 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights. 

"If your windows are not shut, 
you hear the noise of heavier air-
planes," said Portnoy, who lives 
within blocks of the airport, which 
is bordered by Palatine, Hintz and 
Wolf roads and Milwaukee Ave- 

nue. 
"It's an obvious thing. It's not 

every plane that takes off, but it 
just takes one plane to wake you 
up," he said. 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz said Portnoy's suggestion 
will be submitted to the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commission, which oversees the 
airport and makes recommenda-
tions concerning airport opera-
tions to the village board and 
Prospect Heights City Council for 
approval. Both municipalities 
must approve any recommenda-
tions in order for them to become 
binding. 

"It has been a long-time project 
to deal with the noise," Schultz 
said. "Very recently there have 

been some isolated incidents of 
noise that have been most disturb-
ing." 

But Village Manager Craig An-
derson said airport officials did 
not include a curfew in the recent-
ly approved rules and regulations 
for Palwaukee because there did 
not appear to be a need for the re-
strictions based on the number of 
planes using the airport during 
those hours. 

In addition, Anderson added, the 
noise likely will be reduced when 
airport officials implement some 
noise abatement plans included in 
the airport's Federal Aviation 
Regulations Part 150 Noise Com-
patibility Study that has been un-
der review by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. 

Resident requests air curfew at Palwaukee 
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Palwaukee i uys 
outdoor equipment 

Wheeling village trustees ap-
proved Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port's purchase of more than 
$125,000 worth of maintenance 
equipment. 

The purchase includes a rider 
sweeper for $25,118 from Ten-
nant Company of Bensenville; a 
loader/backhoe from Casey 
Equipment of Arlington Heights; 
and a wheel loader from Case 
Power Equipment of Wheeling. 

The move is part of the airport 
commission's goal to assume the 
airport's daily maintenance, 
which now is being handled by 
Priester Aviation Services. Prie-
ster is paid about $250,000 a year 
to maintain airport grounds. 

Commissioners want to take 
over all of the maintenance du-
ties in an effort to save money. 
Some of the work includes cutting 
grass and weeds, removing snow, 
de-icing and inspecting runways 
and taxiways and maintaining the 

Developers modify plans for 
37-tinit town home complex 

ce  
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Two years after Wheeling trus-
tees approved plans for a town 
house complex along Strong Ave-
nue, new developers finally may 
break ground this summer for a 
more roomier development. 

Village trustees recently ap-
proved plans for the Timberleaf 
subdivision, formerly known as the 
Strong Gate subdivision. 

The subdivision was called 
Strong Gate two years ago when 
trustees approved plans for a 37-
unit complex with nine town hous-
es in each building. Prior to that, 

—1- 

developers had submitted plans 
for a 63-unit complex with some 
buildings containing six town hous-
es and some containing 12, said 
Michael Klitzke, community de-
velopment director. 

But after plans were approved 
in 1988, nothing was ever built on 
the grassy field, located south of 
Strong Avenue, along Eleventh 
Street and a portion of Tenth and 
Twelfth streets. 

New developers, Capitol Homes, 
Ltd., recently bought the property 
and plan to have the town houses 
built by August and ready for oc-
cupancy in October. The town 
houses, which will range in price 

Daily Herald Map 

from $135,00 to $150,000, each will 
have three bedrooms, 21/2  baths 
and one-car garages. 

Although the new plans call for 
the same 37 units previously ap-
proved, it will have more open 
space and will be lined with 
landscaping. 

Federal Aviation Administration 
Tower. 

Village to buy 
asphalt roller 

Trustees unanimously ap-
proved buying an asphalt roller 
and tractor for $8,255 from a 
Waukegan company. 

The company, Burris Equip-
ment Co., was the lowest of four 
bids that quoted a price for the 
equipment specified by the vil-
lage. The 13/2 -ton roller will be 
delivered within 50 days. 

The highest bid received was 
from Crane & Machinery Inc. in 
Bridgeview, which quoted the 
cost at $8,846. 

AMVETS to hold 
Summerfest Aug. 26 

Wheeling AMVETS will hold its 
annual Summerfest on Aug. 26, 
for which trustees unanimously 
agreed to issue a festival license. 

7 )99-t 
ti dredge up balefill lawsuit 

BY ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

In another step against a pro-
posed balefill near Bartlett, sever-
al communities Friday are going 
to court again to stop the massive 
project. 

The villages of Bartlett, South 
Elgin and Wayne, along with Han-
over Township and the city of El-
gin, filed an appeal in Illinois Ap-
pellate Court that seeks another 
hearing of their suit against Cook 
County and the Solid Waste Agen-
cy of Nothern Cook County. 

Last month, Circuit Court Judge 
Albert Green dismissed a lawsuit 
filed by the five municipalities 
that sought to block the construc-
tion of a balefill, so called because 

trash is compacted into bales be-
fore burial. 

The suit contends that Cook 
County and the SWANCC, the con-

wrtium of 26 North and Northwest 
emmunities that is planning to 

Wild a landfill on 142 acres of a 
410-acre site at Gifford and South 
Bartlett roads, did not follow prop-
er zoning procedures. 

"We believe that Judge Green 
erred in dismissing the suit," Bart-
lett Village President John A. 
Stark said. 

Green dismissed all seven 
counts against Cook County and 
the Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County last month, even 
though the agency asked that the 
judge dismiss only parts of the 
suit, Stark said. 

"He gave short shrift to the 
whole suit itself. And he also dis-
missed the entire case without 
being asked to do so," Stark said. 

The appeal asks that the Green's 
decision be reversed and returned 
to Cook County Circuit Court. 

SWANCC President Sheila 
Schultz said she stands behind the 
project as in previous court cases 
against SWANCC. 

"The findings have been for us 
in every case and I would expect 
that to continue," she said. 

SWANCC has secured permits 
and approval from the Cook Coun-
ty board and the Illinois Environ-
mental Protection Agency. 

Only a U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers permit is required for the 
project to proceed. 

Some miss 
What they 
had on cable 
By David Ibata 

The first inkling Eriks Graudins 
had of trouble with his cable TV ser-
vice was when channels carrying ar-
rival and departure listings for 
O'Hare International Airport disap-
peared about a month ago. 

Another channel stopped carrying 
live broadcasts from the Marseilles 
radar station, a handy way to spot 
approaching storms. 

Finally, on Monday, duplicate sig-
nals for Channels 7, 9 and 32 disap-
peared from the 120-channel system 
of TCI of Illinois Inc., as had dupli-
cate channels for superstations 
WWOR in New York and WTBS in 
Atlanta. 

Graudins has not been alone. In 
fact, the eight communities of the 
Northwest Municipal Cable Council 
have lost as many as 27 channels in 
recent weeks, most of them in the 
last two days, according to Carole 
Stannard, executive director of the 
council. 

Ava Whaley, state manager at 
TCI's Mt. Prospect office, said chan-
nels were removed as a test to see if 
signal quality improved or or "to see 
if anybody noticed." 

Whaley said the missing channels 
would return Tuesday. 

And the cutting of channels comes 
as TCI is increasing its fee for basic 
service from $17.45 to $19.95 a 
month. The increase , which took 
effect Sunday, is to cover what the 
company said was the extra cost of 
dual-cable service—the kind needed 
to provide 120 channels. 

"It's definitely a scam," said Grau-
dins, a Prospect Heights carpenter. 
"It doesn't make much sense to pay 
$3 more a month for service you're 
not getting." 

The action followed the council's 
notice to TCI that its annual audited 
statement was overdue, that the 
council wanted the report by July 
23, and that TCI was risking $200-a-
day fines from each community 
going back to the report's original 
May 1 due date, Stannard said. 

The eight communities want the 
statement to make sure they are get-
ting the 5 percent revenue share 
called for in the franchise agree-
ments. 

All TCI has given, she said, has 
been a one-sentence statement 
signed by its auditor, attesting to 
gross revenues in each of the eight 
communities. 

TO, meanwhile, is asking the vil-
lage boards and city councils of eight 
communities this month to allow it 
to cut from 120 channels to 60. In 
return, TCI says it will roll back 
rates to $17.45 a month. 

As for the annual audited state-
ment, which each community uses 
to determine if it's really getting its 5 
percent share of gross revenues from 
TCI, Whaley said, "We've asked [the 
council] repeatedly to show us what 
they want, but they have not done 
so. They may not fine us, because 
we are following the letter of the 
[franchise] agreement." 

"They're playing dirty," Stannard 
said. "What's really aggravating me 
is that there's nothing we can do 
about it." 

The cable council represents the 
municipal governments of Arlington 
Heights, Bartlett, Des Plaines, Hano-
ver Park, Mt. Prospect, Park Ridge, 
Prospect Heights and Wheeling, 
where TO has signed up 58,000 
customers. 
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Wheeling's new village 

planner, Mark Janeck, was 
being "brought up to speed" 
this week on projects that 
had been interrupted since 
the January departure of his 
predecessor, according to 
Director of Community 
Development Michael 
Klitzke. 

"We're going to be able to 
continue things that had 
been held in abeyance," 
Klitzke said Monday. "We've 
had a gap with a lot of pro- 
jects." 

Janeck, who earned a mas- 
ter's degree in urban and 
regional planning at the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, suc- 
ceeds Bob Sullivan, who left 
Wheeling to become village 
planner of Orland Park. 

With a bachelor's degree in 
landscape architecture, 
Janeck had done consulting 
work in Massachusetts, Mary-
land and Wisconsin before 
being hired by the village, 
according to Klitzke. 

Klitzke also said Wheeling 
had begun interviewing can-
didates for the position of vil-
lage engineer, which was 
vacated by Jim Edgmond in 
May. 

Edgmond became village 
engineer and public works 
director of Sullivan, Missouri, 
according to Klitzke, who was 
Wheeling's village engineer 
before assuming his present 
position in December of 1987. 

projects 

Balefill transfer 
station studied. 

Firefighters 
to request 
arbitrator I  nuts, 7 - /01-q0  
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling firefighters say 
they will request that an arbi-
trator resolve the more than 25 
issues still unresolved after four 
years of negotiations with vil-
lage officials. 

The move comes in the after-
math of a two-day negotiation 
session last week, in which only 
two issues were discussed with 
no resolution, said Bart Burns, 
Wheeling Firefighters Associa-
tion president. The union plans 
to put in writing to the village 
this week the request for an ar-
bitrator, Burns said. 

The two sides have been 
negotiating a new contract 
since 1986, when the fire-
fighters' pact expired. Fire-
fighters continue to work under 
the terms of that contract. 

Last week, firefighters issued 
an ultimatum that they would 
request arbitration if they don't 
have a new contract by this 
week. Burns said about 27 is-
sues still unresolved would like-
ly be settled by an arbitrator. 

In arbitration, one side files a 
petition to bring in an arbitra-
tor, who studies the unresolved 
issues and then makes legally-
binding decisions on each issue. 

After the village accepts the 
firefighters' request for an arbi-
trator, both sides meet and have 
14 days to mutually agree on a 
person to conduct the arbitra-
tion proceedings. If no agree-
ment is reached, negotiators re-
quest a list of seven eligible ar-
bitrators from the American 
Arbitration Association and 
choose someone from that list. 

The process may take three 
to four months before the arbi- 
trator begins hearings on the is- 
sues. When the hearings are fin- 
ished, the arbitrator has 30 days 
to reach a settlement. 

Over the years of negotia-
tions, some issues have been 
settled in court. Those issues in-
clude the composition of the un-
ion's bargaining unit and 
whether the firefighters should 
be required to be paramedics. 
The courts ruled that the vil-
lage's six lieutenants may be in-
cluded in the union, and the 
courts also provided an agree-
ment that sets a maximum 
number of paramedics. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 
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Solid waste from the vil-

lage would be hauled to a 
transfer station just north of 
River and Central Roads in 
Wheeling Township, under a 
plan being proposed by the 
Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County. 

The facility, in unincorpo-
rated Cook County, would be 
adjacent to the Sexton-Mary-
ville landfill, which reached 
its capacity several years ago. 

Village President Sheila 
Schultz, who chairs the 
agency, last week called the 
site for the proposed station 
isolated but central. 

"This will be very efficient 
for us," she said. 

The village's solid waste is 
now taken by a licensed 
hauler, Buffalo Grove/Wheel-
ing Disposal Co., a subsidiary 
of Waste Management, Inc., 
to the Lake Landfill in North-
brook. 

Wheeling, a member of the 
solid waste organization, has 
backed the agency's balefill 
plans "from the very begin-
ning," according to Schultz. 

She stressed that only 
household waste would be 
transported to the Wheeling 
Township location, and that 
the organization would work 
to hold traffic generated by 
the facility to a minimum. 
"Part of our aim is to have as' 
little over-the-road traffic as 
possible," she said. 

Schultz also underscored 
what she felt was the timeli-
ness of the project. "Landfills 
are disappearing," she said. 
"Time is running out." 

Wheeling Township Super-
visor Ruth Grundberg said 
Monday she envisions no 
problems arising from cre-
ation of the station, at which 
waste from 11 communities 
would be baled before ulti-
mate disposal at the north-
west balefill in Bartlett. 

According to SWANCC 
Executive Director William 
Abolt, the agency is awaiting 
the issuance of a permit by 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to begin operating the 
northwest balefill. 

Noting that the station 
would be at least 900 feet 
away from any property with 
residential zoning, and be 
completely enclosed, Grund-
berg said, "It doesn't appear, 
at first reading, to be an 
unfavorable addition to that 
area. I don't have any strong, 
negative reaction to it." 

Because of strong citizen 
objections last summer, 
SWANCC scaled down its 
plans to expand a similar 
facility in Rolling Meadows. 
Although it had intended to 
bring waste from 14 munici-
palities, including Wheeling, 
to that station, the agency 
agreed to initially process 
only garbage from Palatine 
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and Rolling Meadows there. 

It did, however, reserve 
the right to receive waste 
from four more communities 
at the Rolling Meadows site, 
which it would do if it is 
granted approval to build the 
Wheeling Township station. 

A spokesman for Save 
America's Future Environ-
ment (SAFE), which opposes 
the planned operation of the 
Northwest Baleful, said Mon-. 
day her group would proba-
bly alert persons living and 
working near the proposed 
Wheeling transfer station 
that it might contribute to 
environmental and health 
problems. 

The spokesman, Cathy 
Lindstrom, of Palatine, who 
also opposed the expansion 
of the Rolling Meadows 
transfer station, said that 
trucks hauling waste to that 
facility are washed on the! 
site, with the water "draining 
into Palatine storm sewers. 

We're going to do 
our best to make 
people aware of 
what's going 
down in their 
community, so 
they can make 
choices and think 
for themselves. 

Cathy Lindstrom 
"We need to know whose 

sewers are going to be 
affected," Lindstrom said. 
"We're going to do our best 
to make people aware of 
what's going down in their 
community, so they can 
make choices and think for 
themselves." 

SAFE opposes the North-
west Balefill because such a 
facility may leak pollutants 
into water sources, possibly 
causing leukemia and birth 
defects, according to Lind-
strom. 

Approval for the Wheeling 
Township transfer station 
would have to come from the 
Cook County Zoning Board 
of Appeals and the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, according to 
SWANCC Assistant to the 
Director Brooke Beal. Beal 
said last week that the solid 
waste organization hopes to 
seek county permission to 
undertake the project, which 
would include the construc- 
tion of an 8,00Q-sq.-ft,.a in- 
istration building and. 

(Continued on page 19) 

• Balefill 
Continued from page 6 
control reservoirs on a 49-
acre tract, by late summer. 

The station, itself, would 
occupy nine acres, and be 
buffered from neighboring 
areas, Beal noted. 

He predicted that 
SWANCC would win approval 
for the proposal because it 
has "no potential negative 
factors." He pointed out that 
the station would use a char-
coal air filtering system to 
minimize odors, and that no 
waste would be left at the 
facility overnight. 

"We've heard some Des 
Plaines alderman might be 
opposed to it," he said. "But 
we feel once they hear the 
plan, there will be no poten-
tial negative factors." 

The facility on the Wheel-
ing Township site, one of 
about 25 considered by the 
26-member SWANCC for the 
project, could be operating by 
late 1991 or early the follow-
ing year, Beal said. That 
would leave eight SWANCC 
members still to be served by 
a transfer station. According 
to Abolt, his agency's mem-
ber communities will be 
diverting over 40 percent of 
their solid waste from tradi-
tional landfills by 1996. 

ou vc - 
Planner 
eyes new 



Airport safety 
is questioned 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

Citing safety questions, a member of the 
Wheeling Board of Health has urged the 
village to seek a reduction in the operating 
hours of Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

The airport's manager, however, said 
Monday that the facility's 24-hour per day 
operating schedule is common throughout 
the industry. 

Bruce Portnoy, of the Board of Health, 
suggested the decrease in hours at the 
Wheeling Village Board meeting last week. 
He said Friday that he has "serious safety 
concerns" about flights originating and 
landing at the airport. 

"There is definitely a potential for dan-
ger because of the flight patterns," Portnoy, 
who said his Harmony Drive home is 
directly within landing and takeoff configu-
rations, maintained. "And because they're 
allowing larger planes to utilize the airport, 
that mandates more continuous preventa-
tive regulations and enforcement. That's an 
inherent responsibility of airport officials." 

Portnoy also unsuccessfully encouraged 
the village, which administers the facility 
with Prospect Heights and a commission of 
representatives from both municipalities, to 
measure sound levels which he said he 
feared might be unhealthy, at the field. 

Contending that he was speaking "indi- 
rectly for the majority of the community 
living in and around the airport," Portnoy 
said, "I've heard planes take off in the rain 
and fog ... God forbid there should be a 
crash. Everything seems fine until you have 
a problem." 

Portnoy, however, also decried what he 
considered a lack of active support for his 
efforts among area residents. "I'd hoped the 
community could mobilize before a tragedy 
occurs, but I'm seeing apathy," he said. 
"I'm not against operating the airport. 
Nobody's saying, 'Close the airport.' But 

(Continued on page 20) • Safe 
there has to be a happy 
medium." 

Portnoy appeared to have 
some potential backing on 
the Wheeling Village Board 
from Trustee Elizabeth Hart-
man, who said Monday she 
might support a decrease in 
operating hours, but would 
first like to see a comprehen-
sive survey to see how many 
planes were involved. 

"If a significant number of 
planes'are operating through 
the night, I'd certainly like to 
look into it," she added. 

"It is the exception rather 
than the rule that an airport 
is closed," Airport Manager 
Fred E. Stewart, Jr., said. "As 
a vital part of the national air 
transport system, (airports) 

are normally open 24 hours." 
Stewart also stressed that 

Wheeling, Prospect Heights 
and the airport commission 
had already approved a plan, 
which will be submitted to 
state regulators and the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
for their OK, aimed at creat-
ing a "safety area" which 
would increase the distances 
between street traffic and 
runways. 

Part of that project would 
involve relocating the inter-
section of Wolf and Hintz 
roads, Stewart said. 

While that proposal would 
involve purchasing land, he 
added, "there are no plans to 
lengthen any runway at the 
airport." 

Firefi  hters, village fail to settle 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

C - opes that ite village 
and the union representing 
its firefighters could settle 
their contract dispute on 
their own went up in smoke 
last week. 

Bart Burns, President of 
the Wheeling Firefighters' 
Association, said Thursday 
the union requested binding 
arbitration after mediation 
sessions on July 2 and 3 
failed to resolve 27 issues. 

"We discussed two issues  

for two days and couldn't 
even reach complete agree-
ment on those," Robert 
Hoos, another union spokes-
man, revealed. 

The impasse remained 
even though the association 
offered to make some com-
promises, Burns said. 

"It's not because the vil-
lage wasn't trying," Village 
Manager Craig Anderson 
said Thursday. "But you 
can't keep going back to the 
trough. If we make conces-
sions ... and then the other 
side wants more after let- 

ting you know that was 
acceptable: That's hard to 
deal with." 

Anderson also contended 
that Wheeling has a history 
of reaching reasonable set-
tlements on labor issues, 
making it unlikely that it is 
responsible for the dead-
lock. 

"It's interesting the vil-
lage has been success-
ful ... in negotiating several 
contracts over the past 
three or four years," he 
said. "We've been able to 
hammer out good, fair  

agreements" with police 
officers and communication 
operators, and public works 
personnel. 

Moreover, according to 
Anderson, the village 
replaced representatives on 
the negotiating team in an 
attempt to work with the 
union representatives. 
Anderson said that in any 
contract discussions, "we 
have the big picture to look 
at: How it affects the tax-
payers, the people who pay 
the bills." 

Neither he nor Burns  

would specify publicly what 
the disputed issues are, but 
the union president has said 
that the key issues are 
administrative, rather than 
economic. 

Village Attorney James 
Rhodes said also that a 
large number of remaining 
issues are management 
related. 

As he has in the past, 
Burns refused to reveal 
what the union members, 
who have been working 
without a contract for four 

(Continued on page 20) 
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years, are seeking in wages from the outside mandates 
until the village makes an wages and working condi- 
economic proposal. tions, and sometimes you get 

He did say, though, that  something both sides hate," 
the entire package the union Burns said. 
is seeking, which would cover "Arbitration is having a 
38 firefighters, firefighter third party make decisions," 
paramedics, lieutenants and Anderson said. "Obviously, 

i lieutenant paramedics, s "in it's better if both parties can 
line with most of the other come up with a satisfactory 
agreements in the area." agreement." 

Anderson, however, essen- But he suggested that arbi-
tially disputed that character- tration might benefit the vil-
ization. "I don't think any lage by forcing contentious 
one community has every- points into the open. "I'm not 
thing they would like," he afraid to have the issues 
said. Rather, according to come out," he said. "Then 
Anderson, the union proposal the public might see the 
might be said to include por- hang-ups in a different 
tions of agreements from light." 
numerous other communi- Burns, meanwhile, sug-
ties. "They took the best gested that despite the 
parts," he ventured. "We're request for arbitration, the 
always trying to be competi- union was willing to continue 
tive." negotiating with Wheeling. 

Burns said Wheeling and "We're open to bargaining 
the union had about two any time the village wants to 
weeks during which to agree bargain,"  he emphasized. 
upon an arbitrator in the dis- "We've left it in their hands. 
pute. Failing such an agree- If they want to meet tomor-
ment, according to Burns, the row, we will. We'll meet up to 
Federal Mediation Concilia- the day of arbitration." 
tion Service will give the two Anderson, though, 
sides a list of seven arbitra- appeared less inclined to see 
tors, from which each may any potential for progress in 
delete names until they further discussions. "I 
arrive at an acceptable wouldn't completely dismiss 
choice. it but it's not likely to hap- 

The arbitrators suggested pen," he said. "We'd just be 
by the service are members doing the same thing we've 
of the American Arbitration been doing for four years —
Association, a group corn- butting heads. 
prised of lawyers, former "There wasn't any move- 
judges, college professors and ment on their part so I'm not 
others with expertise in the sure there's any great pur- 
labor field, Burns said. pose to talking any 

He pointed out, however, more ... But if I were halfway 
that actual arbitration would confident  of productive 
probably not begin for three results, I'd say yes." 
to four months, and that a Should binding arbitration 
final ruling might not be occur, it would require resoiv-
made until three months ing a precedent-setting num- 
later. ber of issues, Burns said. 

As they have in the past, "We believe its the lon-
both Burns and Anderson gest-lasting fire labor dispute 
indicated arbitration would in the state," he said. "We 
be unlikely to satisfy both keep on having to have third 
sides. "It means somebody parties intervene." 



would have to approve an 
application for annexation 
before any developer could 
actively pursue plans to con-
struct such a facility on the 
site. 

Even though no such 
application has been filed 
with Wheeling, however, Vil-
lage Manager Craig Anderson 
noted that Wal-Mart has 
shown preliminary plans for 
the store to the village, and 
indicated it would "talk to 
the people in Cedar Run," a 
condominium subdivision 
near the property in ques-
tion. 

Phylis Rudnit, who lives in 
that subdivision, said Mon-
day that she and many of her 
fellow residents might oppose 
the plan because of concerns 
that it would result in 
increased traffic, and water 
flow problems, in the area. 

"This whole area is getting 
terrible," she said of area 
traffic. "And flooding is a big 
concern out here. I don't 
think our system could take 
any more water." 

A public relations repre-
sentative for the Arkansas-
based Wal-Mart, Kristen 
Stehben, said last week she 
could not comment on any 

Roland Schwind plans to build at the site. 

onded Schwind's assessment. 
"Until I have an application, 
fees and documentation, I 
don't put much stock in it," 
he said. "We don't have any 
paperwork, officially." 

"I've gotten several calls 
on this property in the past" 
which did not result in 
attempts to develop it, he 
added. 

Wheeling or Buffalo Grove 

C 

There's nothing 
definite. We 
didn't sign any 
papers or 
anything. If you 
look out there, 
you'll see the 
field is still 
planted in 
soybeans. 
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Turn lights on for Night Out 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

"0  U. Ari? yg LPV_ 
In an attempt to shed light on how citizen 

cooperation can help combat crime, Wheeling 
residents are being urged to turn on porch 
and yard lamps between 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
on Aug. 7. 

That illuminating gesture will be a sym-
bolic component of "National Night Out," 
which its main sponsor, the National Associa-
tion of Town Watch (NATW), hopes will 
heighten crime prevention awareness, gener-
ate support for local anti-crime efforts and 
enhance relations between police and their 
communities. In addition, according to 
NATW project coordinator Matt Peskin, it 
will "send a message to criminals letting 
them know neighborhoods are fighting 
back." 

Such neighborhoods in other communities 
have held block parties, cookouts, rallies, 
youth events and contests in the six previous 
National Night Out events, according to 
Crime Prevention Officer Barb Kobishop, 
who is coordinating the program locally. 

In addition to turning on the lights, resi-
dents are asked to spend the evening out-
doors with their neighbors, on porches, lawns 
and front steps. The gatherings, according to 
Kobishop, will demonstrate "solidarity 
among ourselves" in discouraging criminal 
behavior. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

U tLP- 

While Wal-Mart Stores, 
Inc., has been considering 
building a discount outlet in 
unincorporated Cook County 
on land bordered by Wheel-
ing and Buffalo Grove, the 
move is evidently only in the 
discussion stage. 

"We're just talking, so 
far," Roland Schwind, a co-
owner of the property 
bounded by Lake Cook Road, 
Route 83, and Aptakisic Road 
said Monday. "There's noth-
ing definite. We didn't sign 
any papers or anything. If 
you look out there, you'll see 
the field is still planted in 
soybeans." 

Wal-Mart is a popular dis-
count store chain which has 
recently expanded into areas 
in the east and Midwest. 

The discussions them-
selves, he stressed, are no 
indication that the company 
is seriously interested in 
building on the site. Refer-
ring to other potential devel-
opers of the property, he 
said, "So many talk to us and 
nothing comes of it." 

Wheeling Director of Com-
munity Development Michael 
Klitzke Monday basically sec- 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Despite the contention of Wheel-
ing officials that they appropriate-
ly handled the aftermath of a sud-
den rainstorm that whipped 
through the village last month, 
some residents are requesting that 
village employees be better pre-
pared next time. 

"We had a storm that was very 
narrow in nature," said Robert An-
derson, of east Strong Street, 
where heavy damage occurred as 
a result of the June 13 storm. 
"However, we had devasting dam-
age in the village. I hope the vil-
lage has learned out of this what 
procedures to follow for the fu-
ture." 

Kobishop is also encouraging Neighbor-
hood Watch representatives and other inter-
ested citizens to attend an "informal 
brainstorming session" on July 16 at 7 p.m. 
at Hackney's in Wheeling, 241 S. Milwaukee 
Ave., aimed at generating concepts for other 
National Night Out activities. "I want to 
throw it out to the group and see what ideas 
they have," she said Monday. "We'll see how 
much energy they have." 

The Tahoe Village Neighborhood Watch 
group is already showing initiative in literally 
taking the battle against crime to the streets, 
with its members going on informal patrols 
and reporting unusual activity to police, 
according to Kobishop. 

`It's not a vigilante group," she empha-
sized. "They walk or drive and check out the 
neighborhood and get a feel of what's nor-
mal, so they can keep their eyes open for 
what's not normal. 

"They've called us on several suspicious 
cars," she added. While some of those were 
actually abandoned vehicles, Kobishop never-
theless welcomes the calls. "They're our eyes 
and ears," she said of the residents. "What 
looks suspicious to us might be normal." 

Wheeling is participating in the National 
Night Out for the first time. "Because we've 
increased our Neighborhood Watches over 
the past couple of years, we thought it might 
be appropriate to get involved," she 
explained. 

"Does the village realize what 
happened and are we forming a 
plan for this in the future?" Ander-
son asked trustees. "To have such 
a narrow band of damage and not 
be able to handle it, I'd hate for us 
to be like (former Chicago) Mayor 
(Michael) Blandic handling a snow-
storm." 

Schultz said the village took re-
sponsibility for picking up debris 
in parkways, but that some resi-
dents took advantage of the ser-
vice by moving debris from pri-
vately-owned to village-owned 
areas. 

Robert D. Gray Jr., the village's 
director of operations and mainte-
nance, is in the process of compil-
ing a report outlining the clean-up 
costs. 

Sidewalk 
program 

~desteTpbped 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily  Herald Staff Writer 

Sidewalks will not be constructed 
on three streets on the northeast side 
of Wheeling, trustees decided after 
several residents objected to the pro-
posed paved paths. 

More than 70 residents from First, 
Second, Third and Strong streets 
signed petitions objecting to the vil-
lage's plans to construct sidewalks 
along the streets. Trustees had set 
aside $72,000 in this year's Capital 
Improvements Program to construct 
sidewalks along First, Second and 
Third streets. 

However, residents said they don't 
want the sidewalks because they 
don't want the added responsibility 
of taking care of them, especially in 
the winter. 

In addition, residents said there is 
not enough pedestrian traffic to war-
rant the sidewalks because all three 
streets are dead ends, and the side-
walks would detract from the ap-
pearance of the property along the 
streets. The petition also states, 
"There is enough concrete and 
blacktop being put down in Wheel-
ing." 

When questioned by Trustee Judy. 
Abruscato whether young bicyclists, 
who ride along the streets there, 
would benefit from sidewalks, Sec-
ond Street resident Lloyd Senne said 
that not many children ride bikes in 
that area. 

Trustees agreed to use the $72,000 
to design and construct other side-
walks included in the Capital Im-
provements Program. 
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Wal-Mart eyes village site 

Loin residents criticize storm response 
9  

"I think we did learn a lot from 
the storm," Village President Shei-
la H. Schultz said. "We felt very 
good about the way our employees 
did react." 

The storm, which traveled along 
a narrow corridor in northern 
Cook and southern Lake counties, 
blanketed the streets of Wheeling 
with leaves and branches. At least 
two houses and the village's fire 
station required roof repairs from 
trees that crashed through the 
buildings. 

Some residents on the northeast 
side of town complained that vil-
lage employees did not react 
quickly enough in clearing the 
debris, although Schultz said the 
streets were cleared of large 
branches by the next day. 



Cook County  
Forest Preserve  
Suburban TB Sanitarium District  
Metro. Water Rd. Dist.  
NW Mosquito Abatement District  
Wheeling Township (all funds)  
School District 21  
High School District 214  
Harper College  
Village of Buffalo Grove  
Village of Wheeling  
Buffalo Grove Park District  
Wheeling Park District  
River Trails Park District  
Indian Trails Library District  
Wheeling Twp. Rural Fire Dist 
Forest River Fire Protection  

Buffalo Grove Total  
 $2,543.32 

Based on the village's average home sale price, $132,400, with an increase in assessed 
valuation of 25 percent and a state assessment level of 16 percent. 

$9.671 8.285 

 $1,739.46 $1,988.56 
Based on the village's average home sale price, $100,280, with an increase in assessed 
valuation of 25 percent and a state assessment level of 16 percent. 

Buffalo Grove-Wheeling tax rates 
(Per $100 assessed valuation - Cook County portion) 

1988 1989 
$1.128 $1.048 

.101 .099 

.010 .009 

.536 .522 

.011 .009 

.096 .065 
2.944 2.638 
2.238 1.883 

.319 .290 
1.448 1.085 
1.506 .965 
.707 .595 
.503 .449 
.400 .338 
.279 .279 
.464 .404 
.300 .269 

-7.1 
-2.0 

-10.0 
-2.6 

-18.2 
-32.3 
-10.4 
-15.9 
-9.1 

-25.1 
-35.9 
-15.8 
-10.7 
-15.5 

+0 
-12.9 
-10.3 

Typical tax bill 

$9.817 $8.551 -12.9 

$2,893.21 + 13.8 

Wheeling total 

Typical tax bill 

-14.3 

+ 14.3 
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in tax bills coming 
BY AMY CARR 
and TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Double-digit hikes 

Homeowners in Wheeling and the 
Cook County portion of Buffalo 
Grove will see double-digit increases 
in property tax bills this year, as es-
calating home values more than 
offset an overall decrease in tax 
rates announced Monday by county 
authorities. 

Figures released Monday by the 
county clerk's office show total tax 
rates in the two villages decreasing 
by about 13 percent - normally an 
encouraging sign. 

But that tells only part of the sto-
ry. 

The quadrennial reassessment of 
property in Wheeling Township last 
year resulted in property values in-
creasing 27.1 percent. So with many 
local governments spending more, 
homeowners still can expect to pay 
more taxes. 

Overall, taxpayers who saw in-
creases of 25 percent in the assessed 
valuation lf their homes should pre-
pare for increases of about 14 per-
cent. 

For example, the owner of an av-
erage home in Wheeling would see a 
14.3 percent increase in the his tax 
bill, assuming there had been a typi- 

Continued from Page 1 

posed a temporary 20-percent in-
crease in the state income tax. Un-
less renewed by the Illinois General 
Assembly, the increase will expire in 
1991. 

The primary reason for the in-
crease in tax bills came from levy 
increases by Wheeling Township El-
ementary School District 21, the In-
dian Trails Public Library, the Buf-
falo Grove and Wheeling park dis-
tricts, the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District and the Cook 
County board. 

The temporary tax increase will 
bring about $1.3 million to Buffalo 
Grove during the next two years, al-
lowing the village to take on new 
projects - such as the construction 
of a fire station - without asking 
for additional property tax dollars 
from residents, Finance Director 
William H. Brimm said. 

Buffalo Grove trustees approved a 
$7.7 million levy in September, but 
tax abatements approved in Decem-
ber reduced that amount to $4.6 mil-
lion - about $300,000 more than the 
village collected last year. 

Buffalo Grove Village Manager 
William Balling said the tax rate in-
crease, coupled with a slightly in-
creased levy, represents the village's 
intent to gradually decrease resi-
dents' contribution to local govern-
mental spending. 

"We've been on a six-year trend in 
both Lake and Cook counties to re-
duce the cost of government to the 
citizens," Balling said. "What we're 
hoping is that our contribution will 
result in lower taxes for residents." 

In Wheeling, a number of factors 
contributed to the village levying 
24.3 percent less than last year: The 
doubling in the amount of state in-
come taxes; an increase in sales tax 
revenues of at least 15 percent; the 
village's growing population; and in-
terest on investments, Finance Di-
rector Robert W. Fialkowski said.  

cal increase in assessed valuation of 
his house. And, in Buffalo Grove, the 
owner of the average home would 
pay about 13.8 percent more than 
last year. Taxes will be due at the 
end of August. 

Residents in the Lake County por-
tion of Buffalo Grove also saw in-
creases on their tax bills, which 
were mailed out in May. Tax rates 
released in April by Lake County 
showed a 2.9 percent decrease in the 
total rate - including the spending 
requests of municipalities, schools, 
libraries and other taxing districts. 
Yet higher property values and a 
higher county equalizer resulted in 
tax bills that were about 7.6 percent 
higher than last year's. 

When the bills arrive in taxpayers' 
mailboxes near the end of the month, 
they'll represent increases in proper-
ty tax requests approved by various 
boards last year, despite appeals by 
tax watchdog groups to keep spend-
ing down in a year when property 
values have been skyrocketing. 

With help from the temporary 
supplemental state income tax, the 
villages of Buffalo Grove and Wheel-
ing were able to avoid large increas-
es in levy requests while increasing 
spending. In July, legislators im- 

See TAX on Page 4 

As Fialkowski expected, Wheel-
ing's tax rate is the lowest it has 
been since 1981 - the last time the 
rate dropped below $1 per $100 of 
assessed valuation. 

"Taxes are such an individual 
thing," Fialkowski said. "But, gener-
ally speaking, the dollars that you 
pay to the village this year will be 
noticeably less than last year." 

Cash overflows in reserve funds 
due to property reassessments and a 
decrease in the road district budget 
contributed to a 16.1 percent de-
crease in Wheeling Township's levy 
last year. For all three township 
funds - town, general assistance 
and road district - township offi-
cials asked for $1.22 million - a 
16.1 percent decrease from last 
year. 

In District 21, school officials are 
asking for $21.8 million in property 
taxes - a 7.8 percent increase that 
partly reflects a 39 percent voter-
approved tax increase. 

Wheeling Park District officials 
increased the district's levy by 5.8 
percent, to $1.4 million, in order to 
collect the increased tax revenues 
resulting from the reassessment. 
Meanwhile, Buffalo Grove Park Dis-
trict officials say they needed a 12.6 
percent increase in taxes to cover 
the costs of playground equipment 
and maintenance at a growing num-
ber of parks in the village. 

Kenneth Swanson, administrative 
librarian of the Indian Trails Public 
Library in Wheeling, said the district 
increased its levy by 16.5 percent 
based on the reassessment. Swanson 
said library officials want to meet 
the tax rate ceiling to collect what 
money is available to expand ser-
vices and increase salaries. 

In Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214, school officials 
had issued a tax levy that was virtu-
ally identical to the previous year -
$77.2 million in property taxes this 
year. 

DOUBLE-DIGIT: Tax bills 
up despite tax-rate decrease 



Wheeling officials like Village President Sheila Schultz tried to hold the line on property 
taxes by asking for only what the village needed. Daily Herald Photo/Daniel White . is a • -. 
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Taxes: Some areas 
ably to hold the line 

(.7  
BY JEAN WRIGHT 

kmaDaily Herald Staff Writer  

Despite the temptation to in-
crease property tax requests to 
take advantage of skyrocketing 
property values, a handful of 
Northwest suburban govern-
ments held the line during this 
year's budgeting and will be col-
lecting only what they believe 
they need. 

Despite decreases in total tax 
rates released by the Cook Coun-
ty clerk's office this week, resi-
dents in most suburbs can expect 
to receive tax bills in the next 
several days with double-digit 
increases brought on by soaring 
property values and local gov- 
rnments' higher spending. 
Officials in Wheeling antici-

pated the effect of higher prop-
erty values - which in area 
townships ranged from 18 to 45 
percent increases - because of 
the quadrennial reassessment, 
and adjusted their levy to collect 
just what the village needed to 
cover its basic needs. 

"There is no reason for us to 
have more money than we 

Continued from Page 1 

54, for example, the district request-
ed $68 million in property taxes, a 21 
percent increase over what they col-
lected last year. 

"We have not been in the practice 
of balloon levying," said District 54 
board President Vicki W. Harms. 
"This year, however, we levied 
based on the needs for the coming 
school year and in order to balance 
our budget, we had to try to get the 
maximum amount we could. And 
that's what we did." 

Because District 54 has little in 
reserves and did not receive a 
"windfall" from the temporary state 
income tax increase, it was not able 
to lower its levy as some taxing bod-
ies could, Harms said.  

need," Wheeling finance director 
Robert Fialkowski said. "There's 
no reason for us to take advan-
tage of that." 

Figures released by the county 
clerk's office show the tax rate 
for the village of Wheeling went 
down nearly 36 percent, largely 
because the village reduced its 
levy by more than 24 percent. 

With property values increas-
ing more than 27 percent, the 
lower levy doesn't necessarily 
translate into lower taxes. But it 
does reflect an effort to hold the 
line, officials say. 

Wheeling was fortunate in that 
it received revenue from the 
temporary state income tax in-
crease and a 15 percent boost in 
sales tax, Fialkowski said. 

Also able to hold the line was 
Barrington, where officials in-
creased the village levy by less 
than 1 percent. 

"We were able to keep our ex-
penses about constant with last 
year," said Finance Director 
Leonard Flood. "We look at the 
property tax as a last resort. The 
money still comes from taxpay-
ers regardless of what happens 

"Those who did receive a lot of 
money from the state income tax in-
crease are almost obligated to do 
that," Harms said. 

Also asking for more money was 
Bartlett, where residents will, on the 
average, be paying about $45 more 
to the Bartlett Public Library Dis-
trict following a successful tax-in-
crease referendum in April. 

That, together with an increased 
levy, drove the library's tax rate up 
nearly 49 percent. 

"We're certainly not padding the 
budget," library board President Ur-
sula Moe said. "We were working on 
an extremely tight budget - hours 
were cut and services were cut. 
That's what we're levying for, to 
maintain the level of service we 
had." 

Bartlett Library residents will 
be paying higher tax bills. 

Daily Herald Photo/Bob Chwedyk 

with the EAV (equalized as-
sessed valuation) or rates. If you 
ask for more money, the taxpay-
ers are going to pay more." 

And other taxing bodies did 
ask for more, saying they had to 
use the quadrennial reassess-
ment to boost lagging revenues. 

In cash-strapped Schaumburg 
Township Elementary District 

See TAXES on Page 5 



Wheeling Township Tax Rates' 
1989 1988 % change 

Cook County 1.048 1.128 -7.09% 
Forest Preserve .099 .101 -1.90% 
Town .047 .058 -18.9% 
Gen. Assistance .011 .029 -62.0% 
Road and Bridge .007 .009 -22.2% 
T.B. Sanitarium Dist. .009 .010 -10.0% 
Metro. Water Dist. .522 .536 -2.61% 
NW Mosquito Dist. .009 .011 -18.1 
Buffalo Grove 1.085 1.448 -25.0% 
Wheeling .965 1.506 -35.9% 
BG Park Dist. .595 .707 -15.8% 
Whlg. Park Dist. .449 .503 -10.7% 
Ind. Trl. Pub. Lib. .279 .279 -- 
Rural FPD .404 .464 -12.9% 
School Dist. 21 2.638 2.944 -10.4% 
School Dist. 214 1.883 2.238 -15.8 

Buffalo Grove: 
Dist. 21 8.551 9.817 -12.8% 

Wheeling: 
Dist. 21, in library 8.285 9.671 -14.3% 
Dist. 21, park, library 8.598 9.916 -13.2 
Dist. 21, in Whl. park, lib. 8.310 9.604 -12.4% 

'Source: Cook County Clerk's office 

Neighborhoods set Night Out plans 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

C. 0 (4 rt rR 1c 
Residents of sevetal Wheeling subdivisions are 

planning relatively conventional observances 
next month aimed at minimizing neighborhood 
crime. But they're already discussing how they 
can make similar events next year more compel-
ling. 

The activities are part of the "National Night 
Out," which the National Association of Town 
Watch (NATW) hopes will heighten crime preven-
tion awareness, generate support for local anti-
crime efforts and enhance relations between 
police and their communities. 

The NATW wants home owners to turn on 
porch and yard lamps, and mingle with their 
neighbors outdoors, between 8 and 10 p.m. on 
Aug. 7 as part of the effort. 

The program is being coordinated locally by 
Wheeling Police Department Crime Prevention 
Officer Barb Kobishop, who met with representa-
tives of the Tahoe Village, Dunhurst East, Dun-
hurst West, Lexington Commons and Arlington 
Club subdivisions Monday to generate additional 
ideas for local participation in the national event. 

It was a high-energy meeting with a lot of 
brainstorming," Kobishop said Tuesday. "You 
want even the most absurd ideas, which might 
melt down into something that makes more 
sense. 

"Everyone had great plans, but they realized 
there was no way" they could be achieved in the 
few weeks preceding this year's event, according 
to Kobishop. "We didn't want to bite of more 
than we could chew," 

Consequently, Kobishop and subdivision repre-
sentatives said, most neighborhoods will stick 
with the tried and true for "National Night Out," 
the first in which Wheeling is participating, with 
plans calling for possible block parties and pot-
luck dinners, and children shining flashlights. 

Jeff Lesitza, of Tahoe Village, and Dunhurst 
West organizer Ed Dzierzynski noted, though, 
that it might be difficult to even plan block par-
ties on the relatively short notice. And Tahoe 
Village resident Janet Whitaker suggested that 
some neighbors might question the propriety of 
staging such an event on a week night. 

As a result, according to Arnold Solars, also of 
Tahoe Village, "The first time around, we'll keep 
it kind of simple." 

But the event is likely to include neighbor-
hood visits by Wheeling Police Chief Michael 
Haeger and other police personnel, according to 
Kobishop. That would allow residents and police 
to "introduce themselves and get to know one 
another on a friendlier, more personal basis," she 
said. 

"If somebody has a particular concern, this 
would be an opportunity to meet the chief face to 
face," she said. 

In addition, McGruff, the Crime Fighting Dog, 
might also make appearances in some neighbor-
hoods. 

And Tahoe Village might try some fairly 
inventive approaches, such as leaving its pool 
open beyond the normal 9 p.m. closing time, and 
having residents link hands to form a human 
chain, according to Lesitza. Residents might also 
hide a model of McGruff, with a prize being 
awarded to the children who find it. 

The emphasis of all such activities, in Tahoe 
Village and other subdivisions, iry fact, will be the 
children, according to spokesmen. "The kids are 

Continued from page 3 i Night Out 

County tax rates released; 
property taxes may go up 

The bottom line is that 
many property owners will 
pay slightly higher tax bills 
this year. 

Property owners will find 
out just how high when the 
bills begin to arrive at the 
end of the month. 

Wheeling Township Asses-
sor Dolores Stephan empha-
sized Tuesday that the new 
figures might be misleading 
to those who do not com-
pletely understand the taxing 
and assessing processes. 

"It's impossible to predict 
the effect" of the reassessed 
tax rates, she said. "School 
districts and others might 
point out the tax rate went 
down, but that doesn't neces-
sarily mean they've asked for 
less money. It means the 
assessed valuation increase 
allowed the tax rate to go 
down. 

School district funding 
needs traditionally account 
for a large part of property 
tax bills. But according to 
Stephan, schools are not the 
only bodies that take their 
portion of the property tax 
coffers. 

"There are over 160 differ-
ent tax rates in Wheeling 

Calculating your 
tax bill 

Tax bill for Wheeling 
home with a fair market 
value of $100,000. 

Home value $100,000 
County Eq. factor x .16 - - 
Assessed value $16,000 
County multiplier x 1.9133 

EAV' $30,613 
Homeowner Exmptn. -$3,500 

$27,113 
Divide by 100 271.28 
Tax rate x 8.598 

1989 Tax Bill $2,331 

' EAV: Equalized Assessed 
Value 

Township," Stephan said. 
"It's impossible to determine 
how over 55,000 property 
owners will be affected due 
to the most current reassess-
ment and other factors. 

"Needless to say, those 
who experienced a substan-
tial percentage increase in 
assessed valuation would 
experience somewhat of a 
lower percentage in the total 
tax bill." 

For example, according to 
Stephan, a 23 percent 
increase in assessed valua-
tion for a home owner in 
Arlington Heights would 
translate into a 15 percent 
increase in his total tax bill. 

Stephan, who said she had 
been swamped with calls 
since the release of the new 
figures, did not have a simi-
lar example prepared for 
Wheeling home owners. 

However, noting that the 
tax rate in the Village of 
Wheeling went down about $1 
per $100 of equalized 
assessed valuation, Stephan  

said, "That doesn't necessar-
ily mean the tax bill is going 
down, because the assess-
ment was increased." 

To figure your tax bill, 
take the assessed valuation 
of your property, and multi-
ply that number by 1.9133 
(the state multiplier). Then 
subtract any exemptions 
(either homeowners or sen-
iors). Divide this number by 
100. Then multiply that fig-
ure by the tax rate to get 
your tax rate. 

While figures released this 
week by the Cook County 
Clerk's office show area tax 
rates taking a caelderable 
drop, taxpayers matfhell out 
more because the recent qua-
drennial reassessment hiked 
area home values by approxi-
mately 25 percent. 

Along with tax rates, the 
county-wide multiplier has 
also dropped by nearly one 
percent, a sign that Cook 
County assessments are now 
slightly closer to the actual 
selling price of homes.  

,ie main thing," Lesitza 
‹plained. 
Organizers will use this 

ugust's event as a gauge for 
lanning the 1991 "National 

Night Out" in Wheeling. 
"Based on how it goes this 
year, we may go even crazier 
next year," Kobishop 
stressed. That might include 
a human chain, perhaps con-
sisting in part of children 
and teenagers on bicycles, 
extending the length of the 
village, she said. 

Whatever shape the events 
take, the message they con-
vey will be clear, according to 
organizers. "It will let every-
body know that we are con- 

STAFF WRITER 
- ',- 

Wheeling residents and 
business owners, unlike those 
of almost all other Illinois 
villages, may bypass the state 
approval process when mak-
ing certain improvements to 
property in floodways. 

That's because Wheeling 
has taken a "proactive" 
approach toward flood con-
trol, including being the first 
village in the state to pass a 
model ordinance governing 
the use of floodways - those 
sections of flood plains in 
which there is "the greatest 
conveyance of water," accord-
ing to Director of Community 
Development Michael 
Klitzke. 

As a result, someone want-
ing for example, to do under-
ground utility work or set up 
a detached garage, storage 
shed or other nonhabitable 
structure, within the bounds 
of state and federal criteria, 
can now get a permit for 
such work directly from the 
village. 

"The minor type of pro-
jects a homeowner would 
potentially be involved in can 
be handled locally, saving 
him the time and expense of 
getting state permits," 
Klitzke, vice-chairman of the  

cerned about the safety of 
our neighborhood," Whitaker 
said. "It lets anybody who 
has any idea of breaking in 
or stealing anything know 
that we watch out for one 
another." 

Plain Stormwater Manage-
ment, explained. 

"It's a prestige thing" for 
the village, he added. Wheel-
ing, according to Klitzke, was 
the first village to be granted 
such permitting jurisdiction, 
technically called Floodway 
Permit Delegation Authoriza-
tion, because it had actively 
addressed flood control 
issues, as evidenced by the 
passage of the model ordi-
nance. 

That ordinance was origi-
nally drafted by the state to 
address water flow problems 
after severe flooding occurred 
in Illinois in 1986 and 1987, 
according to Klitzke. 

While Wheeling does not 
anticipate a flood of appli-
cants for the local permits, it 
is reviewing a request for the 
expansion of a commercial 
parking lot under the new 
permitting authority, accord-
ing to Klitzke. 

He noted, though, that for 
many potential projects 
affecting floodways, busi-
nesses and homeowners 
would need more than local 
approval. "New development 
is all subject to full codes," 
he explained. "The larger 
stuff still needs state, and 
sometimes federal, approval." 

Village sets new 
flood ylain laws 

„OLE ruer .g p 
By WAYNE TR UK Illinois Association for Flood 



Photo courtesy of Wheeling Historical Society 

In 1950, members of the Wheeling Fire Department used a fire 
pole to get down to the first floor when emergency calls came in. 

Firefighting brass 
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Giving residdnts their 
wish, the Wheeling Village 
Board Monday dropped First, 
Second and Third streets 
from the sidewalk construc-
tion program which had been 
scheduled under its capital 
improvements plan. 

Over 70 home owners had 
petitioned the village asking 
for the move, saying there 
was not enough pedestrian 

Residents find where 
the sidewalk ends 

By WAYNE TRYHUK "(Residents) do not 
STAFS W1FER, want the responsibility of 

taking care of them (side-
walks), especially in winter." 

0 Li y / 0-'2- 

C t.) ( k)-- 
Some of the Wheeling Fire 

Department's top brass will 
be given a place of honor in a 
local museum. 

The brass in question is in 
the form of a pole, about 20 
feet long, down which 
firemen used to slide at 
Wheeling's original station on 
Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road, en route to 
conflagrations throughout the 
village. 

When that two-story 
structure was replaced by the 
current, single-level facility 
at 255 W. Dundee Road in the 
early 1980s, the pole was 
dismantled and taken to the 
new building, where it was 
relegated to an ignominious 
fate. 

"It was sitting in storage 
and collecting dust," Chief 
Keith MacIsaac said Friday. 
"It became a place to throw 
your coat." 

The department, according 
to MacIsaac, wanted to give 
the pole a home where it 
would be properly 
appreciated. "It's important 
to the history of the village," 
he explained. "I can never 
see us with another two story 
structure needing a pole." 

Most stations built within 
the past 25 years or so, are in 
fact, single level facilities, 
according to MacIsaac, 
making the pole an 
increasingly rare historical 
commodity. 

The department had 
considered exhibiting it at 
the current main station, or 
mounting it on a trailer as a 
kind of traveling educational 
display, as the Palatine Fire 
Department has done, 
MacIsaac said. In the latter 
scenario, "we'd let the kids 
slide down it," MacIsaac said. 

Both options proved 
impractical, however, and 
MacIsaac volunteered to 
donate the pole to the 
Carriage House museum of 
the Wheeling Historical  

Society, 251 N. Wolf Road. It 
was delivered Friday by 
firefighters and Public Works 
Department personnel. 

Firefighter/paramedic Don 
Malin said Monday he had 
volunteered to install the 
pole, a job he hoped to 
accomplish by July 20. The 
work will include cutting a 
hole in the ceiling of the 
Carriage House first floor to 
accommodate the pole, and 
installing the door which 
opens around it when 
stepped on. 

While allowing a quicker 
slide down the pole, however, 
the automatic door also had a 
drawback when it was 
actually used. According to 
MacIsaac, it created "heating 
and air conditioning 
problems" by letting air seep 
upward from the garage into 
the firefighters living 
quarters. In addition, the 
chief said, the odors from the 
diesel exhausts of the trucks 
would make their way into 
the firefighters habitat. 

Lt. Dan Dieter, though, 
who made his way down the 
pole many times at the old 
station, recalled that it 
offered an important 
advantage to hastily 
departing firefighters. 
"Believe it or not, it's safer 
going down a pole at 3 a.m. 
than the stairs," Dieter, who 
now works at the new 
facility, said. "You'd just 
slide down and, bingo." The 
downward maneuver, he 
remembered, was really 
nothing to get worked up 
about. "You'd just hook the 
pole in the crook of your arm 
and down you went," he 
explained. 

The museum's curator, 
Betty Barrie, meanwhile, said 
Monday she welcomed the 
addition of the pole to the 
historical society's collection 
of fire fighting memorabilia, 
including pictures, helmets 
and badges. "It helps people 
know what Wheeling was 
like, and what we did years 
ago," she said.  

There is enough 

concrete and 

blacktop being 

put down in 

Wheeling. 

traffic to warrant the installa-
tion of the sidewalks, which 
they said would detract from 
the appearance of their 
neighborhood. 

"There is enough concrete 
and blacktop being put down 
in Wheeling," the petition 
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In response to a question 
by Trustee Judy Hartmann, a 
spokesman for the residents 
said an insignificant number 
of children rode bicycles 
through the neighborhood. 

Director of Community 
Development Michael Klitzke 
said the sidewalk plan would 
not have raised residents' 
taxes. He added, though, that 
"we have a list a mile long of 
others to do. 

Describing the neighbor-
hood in question as "older 
and established," Klitzke 
said, "If they like it the way 
it is, we'll move on to the 
next one." 

Assistant Village Manager 
David Kowal, who supported 
the residents' request, had 
told the board the cost of the 
project would have been 
$72,000. He said that money 
could be spent on other side-
walk projects scheduled for 
the next fiscal year. 

A similar petition had 
been submitted to the village 
requesting that sidewalks not 
be installed along nearby 
Edgewood Drive in April, 
according to Kowal. 

to stapd in history 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 
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insurance rates may drop 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEI 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A traffic light will be installed 
by this fall at the congested en-
trance of a Wheeling subdivision, 
two years after residents first 
made the request. 

Residents of Lexington Com-
mons subdivision broke out in ap-
plause Monday when Village Man-
ager Craig G. Anderson an-
nounced, at a meeting in the 
subdivision's clubhouse, that a 
temporary traffic light will be in-
stalled at Lexington Drive and Old 
McHenry Road or Old Route 83. 

"The traffic signal has been a 
big issue that we've been pushing 
for years," said Jim Miller, presi-
dent of the Lexington Commons 

omeowners association. "During 
rush hours it's practically impossi-
ble to get on Route 83." 

In September 1988, Debbie Stu-
art, also a member of the home-
owners' association, wrote her 
first letter to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation requesting 
the traffic light. Her children had 
difficulty crossing Old McHenry 
Road to catch their school bus, 
which would not turn into the sub-
division because of the problems 
getting back out. 

"Try to get out of here at 8 
o'clock in the morning and turn 
right," Stuart said. 

IDOT officials agreed that a sig-
nal was warranted at the corner 
but did not want to install one be-
cause the agency has plans to ex- 

pand Old McHenry Road, a state-
owned street, in the next three to 
five years. 

Wheeling, too, did not want to 
spend $100,000 to install a perma-
nent light that would come down 
once the road construction begins. 

But on Monday, Wheeling was 
notified that IDOT approved the 
village's request to install a tem-
porary light which costs about 
$30,000. Temporary lights are sus-
pended from wires across the in-
tersection rather than cemented to 
the ground like a permanent light. 

"That means we'll be able to get 
out of here safer," Stuart said. 

Lexington Drive also is used by 
many motorists as a thoroughfare 
to get from Old McHenry Road to 
Lake-Cook Road. 

is finally will get their stop light 
9.4) )419  

Wheeling residents may see a 5 
percent reduction in their flood in-
surance rates as a result of the vil-
lage's efforts to regulate develop-
ment in flood-prone areas, Wheel-
ing officials say. 

Since 1978, Wheeling has been a 
member of the National Flood In-
surance Program, which provides 
federally backed flood insurance 
to encourage communities to enact 
and enforce floodplain regulations. 

Now, as an incentive to com-
munities to reduce the risk of flood 
damage to buildings, to protect 
new buildings beyond the pro-
gram's minimum requirements 
and to keep accurate flood data for 

insurance agents, directors of the 
program are implementing a new 
plan, called the Community Rating 
System. The system, which is simi-
lar to the rating system used for 
fire departments, is based on a 
scale from one to 10, with one 
being the best. 

Under the system, communities 
are assigned a rating based on the 
number of credits accumulated for 
activities the village undertakes to 
reduce flood losses and to promote 
awareness of flood insurance. 
Communities that do not apply for 
the rating have an automatic rat-
ing of 10. Applications are due by 
Dec. 15. 

Being in Illinois already would 
reduce Wheeling's rating to a nine 
next year because this state has 

higher flood regulations than fed-
eral standards, said Michael 
Klitzke, Wheeling's director of 
community development. In 1992, 
the village could be reviewed for a 
lower rating. 

Klitzke could not estimate how 
low Wheeling's rating would be af-
ter the village's application is re-
viewed. But, he said, residents' in-
surance rate may be reduced by 5 
percent because Wheeling has 
been implementing several flood 
regulations that accumulate credit 
for the village according to the 
rating system. 

Some of those standards include 
maintaining and clearing obstruc-
tions from village creeks, keeping 
records of flood data and regulat-
ing floodplain construction. 

Wheelin& flood 
r-7--,; A? 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Firefighters union, village 
seek neutral arbitrator 

C., 0 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 7-46,  0 Apparently unable to agree on an arbitra- 
tor to settle their contract dispute, the vil-
lage and the union representing its fire-
fighters have asked an outside source to 
select one for them. 

"It still doesn't leave out our mutually 
agreeing in the future," Bart Burns, Presi-
dent of the Wheeling Firefighters' Associa-
tion, said Thursday. "But up until this 
point, we haven't been able to." 

As a result, the American Arbitration 
Association, at the request of the village 

C 

Neither side wins 
everything it's asking for 
when an outside individual 
makes the decisions. 

Keith MacIsaac 
and the union, will submit a list of seven 
names which would be ranked according to 
acceptability by each side. An arbitrator 
would be selected from that list through a 
kind of culling process. 

Both the village and the union, however, 
have the option of rejecting one complete 
panel, according to Burns. 

The contract would cover 38 firefighters, 

firefighter/paramedics, lieutenants and lieu-
tenant/paramedics. 

Neither union nor village officials have 
been willing to specify publicly what the 
points of contention are, but Burns has said 
the key questions are "administrative, 
rather than economic." 

Village Attorney James Rhodes has also 
said many of them are "management 
related." 

Wheeling Fire Department Chief Keith 
MacIsaac, meanwhile, said Friday that the 
protracted dispute may be adversely affect-
ing the department in several areas, includ-
ing morale, an assessment Burns said he 
shared. 

"There's still good cooperation and effort 
by the men," MacIsaac said. "But it takes 
its toll. 

"Potentially, it's hurt our efforts to entice 
quality candidates" to jobs in the Wheeling 
department, he added. If a prospective fire-
fighter has the opportunity work in a more 
settled labor climate, he explained, "it's 
human nature that he'll consider it." 

The contract problems have, to an extent, 
impeded departmental planning, MacIsaac 
said. "I don't want to present a program 
that becomes a big red flag, confusing the 
issues on the table," he em sized. 

As Burns has done, • lixacIsaac both 
expressed regret that arbitration is evi-
dently necessary and appeared to accept its 
inevitability. "It's unfortunate the situation 
has come to this point," he said. "Neither 
side wins everything it's asking for when an 
outside individual makes the decisions. 

"On the other side, four-and-a-half years 
of negotiations have not gotten a contract. 
Is some ways, maybe this is necessary to 
bring things to a head." 

Rate hike takes 
homeowners 
association 
by surprise, 

By WAYNE RY11 
WRITER 

has 
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A spokesman for Waste 
Management(, 
agreed to tell the Lexington 
Commons Condominium 
Association how much it 
would have to pay for a recy-
cling service that did not 
include plastics. 

The spokesman, Lee Adle-
man, acted after Lexington 
Commons residents 
expressed dismay that their 
monthly per-resident bills for 
the program doubled — a 
jump from $1 to $1.95 when 
it was expanded to include 
plastics in July. 

James Miller, president of 
the association's board, had 
asked the village board at a 
workshop in the subdivision 
covering a range of issues 
Monday, to exclude his group 
from the plastic collection 
service in place in other 
areas of the village, stop bill-
ing it for plastic pickup for 
six months, or fashion some 
intermediate compromise. 

Miller contended that 
when the subdivision entered 
Wheeling's recycling program 
in January, village officials 
said plastics recycling would 
necessitate a "significant rate 
increase," but would not 
occur for two years. 

While village officials said 
a moderate rate hike might 
be required in spring, "we 
assumed it would only be 5 
or 10 percent," Miller main-
tained. Consequently, the 
association, which operates 
on a budget, was completely 
unprepared for the approxi-
mate doubling of the recy-
cling bills. "It's not that we 
have any objection to recy-
cling," Miller emphasized. 
"But it's the way the increase 
was brought about. It's a 
hardship on our budget." 

Assistant Village Manager 
David Kowal, however, said 
Tuesday that the association 
had merely been told the $1 
rate would not rise "through 
the remainder of the terms of 
the agreement" Wheeling has 
with Waste Management, 
which ended on May 1. 

"We didn't know the price 
increase much before the res-
idents did." 

He added that according to 
Waste Management, the recy-
cling bills would have 
climbed by 40 to 60 cents per 
resident even without adding 
plastic to the program. 

Miller indicated that Adle-
man's agreement signaled a 
change in Waste Manage-
ment's position. "We were 
told before they could not bill 
us differently," he said. 

Adleman suggested that 
even with the increase, asso-
ciation members were getting 
a bargain. "For the cost of a 
tip on a Dominos pizza, you 
can have recycling in your 
community," he said. 



W
hi'e noise pollution at the 
Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport may be a nuisance 
to some, it appears that the 

airport commission is doing its 
best to keep a muffle on the 
problem. 

At a meeting last week, the 
airport commission was asked by 
the village of Wheeling to consider 
reducing its operating hours and 
redefine air traffic patterns to 
appease concerns of residents 
living nearby. Commissioners 
moved to defer action on the 
question until the Federal Aviation 
Authority decides whether to 
approve a safety plan for the 
facility, which has been before the 
FAA for about two years. This 
decision is anticipated in the very 
near future. 

The issue of noise pollution has 
surfaced, as such issues will 
around any suburban airport, 
frequently over the past several 
years. It is precisely because of 
those complaints that airport 
officials are continually forced to 
refine rules of operation, redraw 
landing patterns and act as buffers 
between local residents and pilots. 

To date, it appears they have 
succeeded in those attempts, and 
two facts speak loudly to that 
point. 

First, the airport commission 
and pilots' association have for 
several years maintained both 
good-neighbor and aviation safety 
measures, including setting 
maximum aircraft weights and 
asking pilots to cut back on power 
in certain situations. The airport 
also has a policy of contacting 
individual pilots who may be 
making more noise than is 
warranted, one officials said. 

Second, a small but vocal group 
of only 15 people are responsible 
for the 76 complaints on 
airport-related issues received over 
the last year, according to airport 

- officials. This hardly indicates a 
widespread problem. 

The airport commission should 
maintain its vigilance over noise 
and safety and continue to study 
the potential effects of restricting 
night flying hours and air traffic 
patterns. And critics of the airport 
commission should remember that 
things could be worse. At least 
they don't have a proposal of a new 
airport flying in their faces. 
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Airport challenged to reduce noise 
LL-f‘rrPrs /Pe 

BOVAYNETRYHUK 

1-X WRITER 

With reco mended 
restrictions on local aviation 
traffic indefinitely up in the 
air, the Wheeling resident 
who made them would like 
to see interim safety mea-
sures adopted. 

A pilots' spokesman, 
meanwhile, believes the 
issue has already been ade-
quately addressed. 

Citing safety concerns, 
Wheeling Board of Health 
member Bruce Portnoy, act-
ing as an individual citizen, 
has been lobbying for a 
reduction in the operating 
hours of Palwaukee Munici-
pal Airport in Wheeling. He 

The issue 
of noise 
pollution 
has 
surfaced, 
as such 
issues will 
around any 
suburban 
airport, 
frequently 
over the 
past 
several 
years. 

has also been asking that 
noise levels of air traffic at 
the facility be monitored. 

At Portnoy's urging, 
Wheeling, which adminis-
ters the airport with Pros-
pect Heights and a commis-
sion of representatives of 
both municipLlities, asked 
that commissicn to consider 
the measures. 

At a meeting last week, 
however, commissioners 
moved to defer action on 
the question until the Fed-
eral Aviation Authority 
(FAA) decides whether or 
not to approve a safety plan 
for the facility which has 
been before it for about two 
years, according to Airport  

Manager Fred E. Stewart, 
Jr. 

Stewart said the FAA is 
expected to make that deci-
sion no later than February 
of next year, and possibly, 
he said, much earlier. 

"I would hope to see 
some kind of intermediary 
action initiated so some-
thing can be done now to 
control flights and monitor 
the noise level of evening 
flights," Portnoy said Tues-
day. 

In seeking to ban or 
restrict flights at the airport 
between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m., 
Portnoy has contended that 
there is a "potential for dan-
ger because of the flight 
patterns" extending over  

areas surrounding the facil-
ity. 

"Now that there is an 
increased density of neigh-
boring areas surrounding 
the airport, there's a com-
pounded necessity for the 
village and the' airport to 
monitor constantly any con-
ditions that could put ... res-
idents in jeopardy," Portnoy 
added. 

Portnoy has also charged 
that sound levels at the 
field may be unhealthy. 

"The noise problems, and 
the potential for risk that 
goes with the increased 
weight of planes taking off, 
will not go away," Portnoy 
insisted. 

Palwaukee Airport Pilots' 
1-  - 

He added that he did not 
know how Portnoy was 
defining an unsafe aircraft. 

"People think we're 
going to have 747s landing 
here," Axelrod said. "That's 
nonsense. Since jets have 
been flying out of the air-
port for 25 years, why is he 
(Portnoy) making such a 
commotion about it now?" 

He noted that the airfield 
had instituted a "good 
neighbor policy," under 
which pilots were asked to 
cut back on power in certain 
situations to reduce noise. 
"The main thing is to fly 
safely," he stressed. 

Since safety measures 
had already been taken by 
the airport and were still 
being explored on a con-
tinuing basis, Axelrod said 
he would like to see the 
commission "close the 
book" on Portnoy's sugges-
tions. 

Stewart, too, stressed that 
the airport has an ongoing 
program for minimizing any 
negative effect it might 
have on the area. "Some-
times it involves contacting 
tenants who are making 
more noise than is war-
ranted," he explained. "We 
need more information on 
what's causing problems," 
Commissioner Elizabeth 
Hartman, who is also a 
Wheeling trustee, said Mon-
day. "If it's just one or two 
planes, maybe something 
can be worked out with the 
owners." 

Even if the airport ulti-
mately agreed to adopt Port-
noy's proposals, they might 
not be implemented for up 
to another two years, Hart-
man added. That time 
period would allow 
"severely impacted opera-
tors to relocate, or change 
or order new aircraft," she 
explained. 

Axelrod said restricting 
airport hours "could be dev-
astating" economically for 
the airport and pilots using 
it. The latter often required 

e night flights in or out 
•iPalwaukee to keep busi-

ness appointments in other 

Association President Barry 
Axelrod, however, disputed 
Portnoy's claims Tuesday. 
Airport rules setting a maxi-
mum aircraft weight of 
77,000 pounds, which took 
effect in April, merely 
accommodate the types of 
planes which had already 
been safely using the facil-
ity, according to Axelrod. 

Arguing that newer 
development in the Palwau-
kee area had been mainly 
industrial, Axelrod chal-
lenged Portnoy's claim that 
it had become more densely 
populated. 

"I have no knowledge of 
unsafe planes" operating at 
Palwaukee, he emphasized. 

(Continued on page 9) 
' - 

that of the neighbors, to 
close the airport," he added. 
"We recognize its value to 
the regional area." 

Hartman noted that while 
over the past year, the com-
mission had received 76 
complaints about airport 
issues, they had been 
lodged by just 15 people. 

Axelrod called that figure 
a "minuscule percentage" 
that indicated "the tail is 
wagging the dog" on the 
issue. 

Portnoy, though, sug-
gested that the number of 
complaints might not tell 
the complete story of 
resentment over airport pol-
icies. Area residents, he 
said, had told him "things 
are not getting done going 
through the airport. 

"Many people feel the 
need to complain but don't 
know how to channel it, or 
they're intimidated by the 
complex airport operating 
process," he maintained. 
"Sometimes, we're told the 
answers are very technical." 
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Craig Anderson, 
Village Manager 

1986, according to Village 
Finance Director Robert Fial-
kowski. 

And among those whose 
requests were rejected was a 
plating company of question-
able value to the community, 
Village Manager Craig Ander-
son said Thursday. 

With the tax relief, techni-
cally an exemption that must 
be approved first by the 
affected local municipality 
and then the Cook County 
Assessor, Dearborn Wire and 
Cable, Inc. would have its 
property assessed at 16 per-
cent of its market value, 
rather than 36 percent, Fial-
kowski said. 

Anderson, who supports 
granting the request, 
explained that such relief is 
traditionally given to increase 
the likelihood of a business 
remaining, locating or 
expanding its operations in a 
Cook County community. 
"The theory behind it is  

they're going to go elsewhere 
if they're not given the 
break," he said. 

While he and Fialkowski 
indicated Dearborn Wire and 
Cable, Inc., would, in fact, 
expand its operations in a 
municipality besides Wheel-
ing if the break were not 
allowed, an attorney for the 
company, Henry Wolff, was 
less definite when asked 
about that prospect by 
Trustee Elizabeth Hartman at 
a recent village board hear-
ing. "I don't think we're pre-
pared to answer that question 
tonight," Wolff said. "We'd 
have to look at the numbers." 

Thursday, Wolff said such 
a determination would be a 
"business decision" he could 
not make. 

If the company were 
granted the exemption, 
according to Wolff, it would 
construct a $1.6 million build-
ing, on its site at 250 Carpen-
ter Ave., to be shared by 
three affiliates. 

Altogether, Wolff said, the 
project would bring 30 new 
jobs to the village and gener-
ate about $48,000 in property 
taxes for each of eight years. 

Calling Dearborn Wire "a 
good corporate citizen," 
Anderson said the company 
doesn't "pollute or require 
extraordinary service." 

He contrasted that profile 
with that of the plating oper- 
ation whose exemption 
request was denied by the 
village. "We had real con- 
cerns about pollution and 
health," Anderson said. "We 
thought that was a company 
we didn't need to attract with 
a tax break." 

The village board might 
consider the request next 
month, according to village 
officials. 

If the exemption were 
granted by the village and 
the county, construction at 
the site could begin by Sept. 
15, according to Wolff. 
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Business seeks tax 
relief for expansion 

L T 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

( 
Wheeling has approved the 

type of tax break being 
sought by Dearborn Wire and 
Cable, Inc., which wants the 
relief to help finance expan-
sion, in 24 of 27 cases since 

The theory 
behind it is 
they're going to 
go elsewhere if 
they're not given 
the break. 

New stoplight set for 
Lexington entrance 
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By WAYNE TRYHUK 
, STAFF WITTER 
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Village officials told resi-

dents of Lexington Commons 
Monday that traffic signals 
might be installed at the 
intersection of Lexington 
Drive and Old McHenry Road 
before winter. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson received loud 
applause when he told over 
100 members of the Lexing-
ton Commons Condominium 
Association, packed into the 

received Illinois Department 
of Transportation (IDOT) 
approval for the project. 

Residents had been peti-
tioning the village to install 
signals because of traffic 
safety concerns, according to 
James Miller, president of 
the condominium associa-
tion's board. "Lexington is 
one of the primary cut-
throughs from traffic 
between Old McHenry Road 
and Lake Cook Road," Miller 
explained Tuesday. 

group's clubhouse for a vil- During morning and eve- 
ning rush hours, Miller said, lage board workshop Monday 

night, that Wheelin it's extremely difficult to get 
g had out of the subdivision. 
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Some Wheeling Township resi-
dents fear a proposed garbage trans- 
fer station - considered critical to 
plans for a Bartlett balefill - would 
snarl traffic in their neighborhood. 

The Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County asked Cook County 
zoning officials Thursday for indus-
trial zoning that would allow con-
struction of the $9 million transfer 
station on 49 acres northeast of Riv-
er and Central roads. Garbage from 
13 communities would be compacted 
and baled at the station and then 
trucked to the controversial Bartlett 
balefill. 

Twenty-two of SWANCC's 26 
member communities already have 
written letters of support for the 
project, said William F. Abolt, 
SWANCC's executive director. 

"The proposed use is both consist-
ent with and critical to the solid 
waste plan," Abolt told members of 
the Cook County Zoning Board of 
Appeals, which may issue its recom-
mendation to the Cook County board 
next month. 

But residents of Forest River sub-
division, which lies about 900 feet 
northwest of the site, are unhappy 
with the prospect of increased truck 
traffic. 

And plans to install a traffic light 
at the site's entrance - along River 
Road, about 1,600 feet north of Cen- 

tral Road - would clog traffic al-
ready slowed by lights at the River-
Central and River-Kensington Road 
intersections, resident Florence Vil-
ladonga said. 

"Three lights within a half mile 
doesn't make any common sense," 
Villadonga protested. 

David B. Miller, a traffic consult-
ant for SWANCC, said the traffic 
lights would be interconnected so 
motorists would not be stopped at 
each of them. Besides, Miller said, 
SWANCC may ask the Illinois De-
partment of Transportation for per-
mission to install the signal at the 
request of Maryville City of Youth, 
located west of the site. 

Of the additional truck traffic, 
Abolt said: "Our impact on River is 
really negligible. That doesn't mean 
it's not a major arterial - that's one 
of the reasons we're here." 

Still, SWANCC officials plan to 
meet with residents of Forest River 
subdivision next month to discuss 
their concerns. 

Villadonga said she also worries 
about how the agency plans to 
dispose of water used to clean the 
transfer station each night. "We 
want to know if it's going to the (Des 
Plaines) River, or the sewer sys-
tem," she said. 

Abolt said the water, which will 
never touch garbage baled at the 
station, will go into a sanitary sewer 
system not related to residents' wa-
ter source. 

Residents say garbage transfer 
stgtion would tangle traffic 
seAT. /q/ 9'D 

BY VICKI S ER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Villkeswi 1 sign 
fire service pact 

Wheeling trustees plan to sign an 
agreement this week with Buffalo 
Grove that is expected to improve 
fire service for both villages. 

The agreement, called a "Mutual 
Aid Agreement," is an effort by the 
fire departments from the two towns 
to respond quicker to emergency 
calls. Because the two communities 
border each other, during some 
emergency calls it may take less 
time for tbeft ther village fire de-
partment tb liond, Wheeling Fire 
Chief Keith S. MacIsaac said. 

For Wheeling, the agreement 
would improve the fire response ser-
vice on the west and northwest 
fringe area of Wheeling and highly-
populated areas. 

Under the agreement, the Buffalo 
Grove Fire Department would send 
a fire engine to the Arlington Club 
subdivision, located on the west end 
of Wheeling at Buffalo Grove and 

The top meeting 
Who:Wheeling Village 
Board 
Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 
When:8 p.m. Monday 

Dundee roads. In addition, a ladder 
truck would be sent to the multi-
family complexes, including Fair-
way View and Pine Hill apartments, 
Cedar Run and Lexington condomin-
iums and Addolorata Villa Home for 
the Aged, off Old McHenry Road. 

Once the property at Old McHenry 
Road, just south of Lake-Cook Road, 
is developed, it would be added to 
the agreement. 

In return for Buffalo Grove's as-
sistance, Wheeling would provide a 
ladder truck to the industrial park 
area directly north of Wheeling. 

Trees near airport may be spared 
July  22,1990 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
commissioners are making an effort 
to save a few trees during a $415,000 
demolition project to remove ob-
structions around the airfield. 

Included in the airport layout 
plan, which maps out what the air-
port ultimately will look like, is the 
demolition and removal of some 
buildings, trees, fences and debris 
near the intersection of Wolf and 
Hintz roads in preparation of the re-
location of those two roads. The in-
tersection is scheduled to be moved 
west by 1994 to create a clear zone  

because, under Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration standards, the airport's 
main runway ends too close to the 
intersection. 

The layout plan also calls for 
clearing the west corner of Sumac 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue to 
make way for future corporate 
hangars in that area. Some trees 
along Milwaukee Avenue may be 
saved during that demolition, airport 
Commissioner William A. Rogers 
said. 

Commissioners recently approved 
hiring Lake County Grading Compa-
ny of Libertyville, Inc. for $415,300 
for the demolition project. The corn- 

mission's recommendation now 
awaits approval of the airport own-
ers - Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights. 

However, before the project be-
gins, engineers for the airport will 
review the plans to determine 
whether any trees could be saved 
rather than demolished with the rest 
of the obstructions. 

"Somewhere along the line we've 
got to think about preserving the 
green area," Rogers said in making 
his request to review the plans. 

Rogers concedes that the number 
of trees saved may amount to no  

more than five. 

Under the demolition plans, the 
grading company would remove an 
abandoned gas station at the south-
west corner of Wolf and Hintz roads 
and remove a barn, fence and debris 
from the southeast side of that cor-
ner. 

In addition, 32 of the airport's 70 
T-hangars would be demolished be-
cause they, too, are located too close 
to the main runway. Pilots now stor-
ing their airplanes in those corporate 
hangars would be moved in Septem-
ber to a new tie-down area for out-
side airplane storage on the south-
east side of the airport. 
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Buffalo Grove, 
Wheeling near 
fire aid pact 

t)  

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

Residents who live on the border 
of Wheeling and Buffalo Grove may 
soon see an improvement in fire de-
partment services if the two depart-
ments combine emergency response 
efforts. 

During some emergency calls -
particularly those at the northwest 
end of Wheeling and the east end of 
Buffalo Grove - it may be quicker 
and more efficient for the fire de-
partment from the opposite town to 
respond to certain calls, Wheeling 
Fire Chief Keith S. MacIsaac said. 

Wheeling trustees plan to sign an 
agreement on Monday that allows 
the departments to assist each other, 
a move that could reduce response 
time by up to two minutes, MacIsaac 
said. Buffalo Grove trustees are set 
to vote on the agreement Aug. 20. 

Under the mutual aid agreement, 
the Buffalo Grove Fire Department 
would send a fire engine to the Arl-
ington Club subdivision, located on 
the west end of Wheeling at Buffalo 
Grove and Dundee roads, for emer-
gency calls. In addition, a ladder 
truck would be sent to the multi-
family complexes, including Fair-
way View and Pine Hill apartments, 
Cedar Run and Lexington condomin-
iums and Addolorata Villa Home for 
the Aged, off Old McHenry Road. 

Once the property at Old McHenry 
Road, just south of Lake-Cook Road, 
is developed, it would be added to 
the agreement. 

In return for Buffalo Grove's as-
sistance, Wheeling would provide a 
ladder truck to the industrial park 
area directly north of Wheeling, in-
cluding the 12-story Riverwalk Com-
plex at the Milwaukee Avenue and 
Lake-Cook Road. In addition, Wheel-
ing would provide a truck to the en-
tire area bounded by Lake-Cook 
Road, Inverary, the Wisconsin-Cen-
tral Ry. tracks and Milwaukee Ave-
nue and to Cambridge on the Lake 
subdivision, if requested. 

Both villages would provide and 
participate in quarterly training. 
The agreement also stipulates the 
towns would waive all claims be-
tween each other in the event of 
damages. 
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WHEELING 

MUNICIPAL 

CENTER 

Labor dispute draws protest in village 

Ed Shivers, of Laborers Union Local #2, picketed 
outside the Wheeling Village Hall last week, in a 

protest centering around a construction firm hired by 

the village . 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

C,C) U. tArr F s 
AFF 

12.  
ST WRITER 

While the pickets have left the village 
hall, allegations that a contractor hired by 

Wheeling is violating the spirit of labor laws 

remain. 

The contractor, though, emphatically 

denies those contentions. 

Representatives of Laborers'  Union Local 

#2 marched outside the village hall for sev-

eral days last week, claiming that Kim Con-
struction Co., was not paying its nonunion 

employees the prevailing wage as required 

by state law. Kim Construction is presently 

rehabilitating more than 1,800 sanitary 
sewer manholes throughout the village. 

The prevailing wage reflects union wages 

ordinarily paid in a given area. 

The picketing ended when an audit 
requested by the union demonstrated that 
Kim Construction was, in fact, paying the 
prevailing wage, according to spokesmen 

for the local and the company. 

One of the picketers, Ed Shivers, how-
ever, also charged that the use of nonunion 

(Continued on page 11) 

dling landfill space. 
Daily Herald Staff Writer During the first month of the 

program, Wheeling received about 
six complaints, Anderson said. 
Most of those calls were from resi-
dents who were unaware how the 
program works, he added. 

Yard wa,ste program fields few complaints 
F- cic 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer

610  

Residents in Cook and Lake 
counties are encouraged to shed 
some light on crime and drug pre-
vention Tuesday as part of nation-
al effort to heighten crime aware-
ness. 

From 8 to 10 p.m. Tuesday, resi-
dents are being asked to turn on 
their outside lights, lock their 
doors and spend the evening out-
doors on porches, lawns and front 
steps for this year's National Night 
Out. 

Residents would join more than 
21 million people from 8,000 com-
munities in all 50 states, U.S. terri-
tories and military bases around 
the world in showing support for 

Under the village's yard waste 
collection program, pickup for 
household trash is reduced to one 
day a week rather than two days. 
Landscape waste is picked up on 
the same day that recyclables are 
collected and household trash is 
picked up on the other collection 
day. 

Residents must bag yard waste, 
which includes grass clippings, 
leaves, twigs and branches, in spe-
cial paper bags or put the land- 

the seventh annual coast-to-coast 
crime and drug prevention event. 

Although all residents are en-
couraged to participate in the Na-
tional Night Out, some communi-
ties — including Arlington 
Heights, Bartlett, Buffalo Grove, 
Hanover Park, Mount Prospect, 
Palatine, Schaumburg, Stream-
wood, Vernon Hills, Wheeling and 
Wood Dale — have formally regis-
tered with the National Associa-
tion of Town Watch, Inc., and are 
planning other festivities in con-
junction with the event. 

The National Night Out is an ef-
fort to heighten crime and drug 
awareness, generate support for 
local anti-crime efforts, strength-
en neighborhood spirit and send a 
message to criminals that neigh- 

borhoods are organized and fight-
ing back, said Matt A. Peskin, 
project coordinator for the nation-
al event. 

The National Night Out is spon-
sored by the National Association 
of Town Watch, Inc., a non-profit 
organization to develop and pro-
mote organized crime and drug 
prevention activities. 

Its members include law en-
forcement agencies, state and re-
gional crime prevention associa-
tions, businesses and residents. 

Less than 7 percent of an aver-
age American community partici-
pates in crime and drug preven-
tion groups, Peskin said. "Given 
the impact that crime has on ev-
eryone, that's not a high number," 
he added.  

labor jeopardized the quality 
of the rehabilitation project. 
"I'm a laborer. I can see 
(code) violations," Shivers 
said. 

Shivers also suggested 
that the allegedly inferior 
work could have dangerous 
implications, saying, "If I'm 
driving down the street and a 
manhole caves in ..." 

A co-owner of the com-
pany, Larry Vallow, called 
Shiver's contentions "non-
sense. 

"We strive for not just 
good but excellent work," he 
said Tuesday, noting that the 
village engineer oversees 
such projects. "If work was 
not being done to specifica-
tions, they'd let the right 
people know about it. 

"Being union doesn't 
mean it's better than non-
union, and being nonunion 
doesn't mean it's better than 
union," he added. 

A spokesman for the law 
firm of Arnold and Kadjan, 
which represents the local 
also alleged Tuesday that 
while Kim Construction was 
technically paying the pre-
vailing wage, it was also clas-
sifying all its employees as  

laborers. That move, accord-
ing to the spokesman, who 
refused to identify himself, 
allows the company to pay 
laborers' wages to employees 
who are performing skilled 
tasks that qualify them for 
higher compensation. "In 
reality, they're doing cement 
finishing and running heavy 
equipment," he contended. 

While that alleged tactic 
violated fair labor principles, 
he said, "that's for some 
other trade (union) to chal-
lenge." 

"He's totally wrong," Val-
low countered. "No one's get-
ting less than laborers' 
wages, and some are getting 
more. And some are getting a 
lot more than prevailing 
wage." 

"Basically, what they're 
trying to do is organize (a 
union)," he added. "We do 
our own work. We have to 
pay prevailing wage, but we 
don't have to live up to their 
rules. 

"The unfortunate thing is, 
in union relations, the com-
pany is guilty until proven 
innocent. And any time you 
have to prove yourself inno-
cent, who gains by it?" 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 

Although other nearby commun-
ities have been besieged with ille-
gal dumping and resident com-
plaints concerning new yard waste 
collection programs, Wheeling's 
share has been kept to a minimum, 
village officials say. 

"We've gotten some (com-
plaints)," Village Manager Craig 
G. Anderson said of a new collec-
tion program that began July 1. 
"We're kind of giving it a chance 
to see how it operates." 

The village's new program com-
plies with a state mandate banning 
yard waste from landfills — an ef-
fort to prolong the life of dwin- 

scape trash in garbage cans. Large 
pieces of wood that exceed three 
inches in diameter are not accept-
ed. 

Buffalo Grove officials say they 
received about 50 calls last month 
from residents with questions con-
cerning the new yard waste re-
moval program, which is the same 
as Wheeling's program. More than 
half of the calls were from resi-
dents who complained of odor or 
unsightliness resulting from the 
reduction in pickup days. 

In Mount Prospect, residents 
were illegally dumping yard waste 
into lesser used areas of village 
parks. Village staff members were 
reassigned from their daily duties 
to clean up the messes. 

A 'night out' supports fight on crime, drugs 
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Palwaukee 
cqmpatiblp 

-2- Pk6Apect"neignts/Let's set 
the record straight regarding 
comments by the Palwaukee 
Airports Pilot's Association 
president in your article of 
July 26. 

First of all, Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport cannot and 
will not be a large money 
maker for the Village of 
Wheeling and City of 
Prospect Heights. All airport 
profits must be returned back 
to airport uses, according to 
State and Federal law. The 
relatively minute sales tax 
that the village and city 
make off of Palwaukee is 
insignificant compared to 
depreciation in home values 
in Palwaukee flight patterns. 

Second, the recent 
changes in airport rules do 
not merely accommodate 
planes already using this 
facility. The new rules allow 
a sizable increase in the 
maximum aircraft weight at 
our airport. This sets a 
dangerous and unsafe trend. 

Third, the scope of the 
noise problem should be 
discussed. Because of the 
relatively flat take-off angles 
and low flight patterns 
required in order to stay 
below the 3,000 foot altitude 
limit, jets from Palwaukee 
not only hurt property values 
but also negatively affect the 
general well-being and 
quality of life of people living 
in much of Wheeling, as well 
as all four wards in Prospect 

Heights and the northeast 
part of Mount Prospect. 

Most of the residential 
homes that are affected were 
here either prior to the 
existence of Palwaukee or 
certainly prior to the 
unpredictable change in 
character of this airport from 
a small propeller aircraft field 
to a full blown jet airport. 

The problem exists now 
from just a few inconsiderate 
and abusing jet aircraft, but 
can you imagine what it 
would be like when this 
airport expands operations as 
planned? 

I believe that along with 
limiting the size of aircraft at 
Palwaukee, that an evening 
curfew on departing aircraft 
that do not meet stage III 
noise criteria as defined by 
our federal and state 
governments, would be the 
key elements to making 
Palwaukee compatible with 
our communities. 

To say that an evening 
curfew of this type would be 
economically detrimental to 
this airport is just a lot of 
baloney. 

Warren G. Sunde 

Waste transfer station 
draws little opposition 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

C_—L, er-<ivRattl  y 

The Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County believes it made a strong case for its 
proposed Wheeling Township garbage trans-
fer station at a public hearing last week. 

A spokesman for Save America's Future 
Environment (SAFE), which adamantly 
opposed construction of a similar facility in 
Rolling Meadows, meanwhile, said her group 
will reserve final judgment on the Wheeling 
Township proposal. 

Under the plan, waste from 11 communi-
ties, including Wheeling, would be baled at 
the Wheeling Township site, in unincorpo-
rated Cook County, for ultimate disposal at 
the proposed Northwest Balefill in Bartlett. 

Wheeling Village President Sheila Schultz, 
who chairs the solid waste agency, said Mon-
day the agency had addressed concerns 
about potential flooding and traffic problems 
at the Wheeling Township site, just north of 
River and Central roads, at the hearing held 
Thursday in the village hall. 

The solid waste agency, which includes 26 
member communities, plans to install a 
water retention system that would go "above 
and beyond" what it would have to on the 
property, which is adjacent to a landfill 
which reached its capacity several years ago, 
according to Schultz. 

On the traffic question, Schultz said sev-
eral steps were being taken to prevent con-
gestion. There would be only one point for 
entering or leaving the facility, on River 
Road, and that would line up with a road 
leading to the Maryville Academy, forming 
an intersection for better traffic movement, 
she explained. 

In addition, traffic signals might be 
installed at the new intersection, and the 
transfer station would have storage and 
turn-around room, according to Schultz. 

She added that the transfer station would 
not even be visible from River or Central 
roads, and called the Wheeling Township site  

ideal because it is "central but isolated. 
"It's not near homes or businesses," she 

explained. 
SAFE representative Cathy Lindstrom, one 

of only three citizens who attended the 
Thursday hearing, said Tuesday that while 
her group still opposed the project, the new 
Wheeling Township facility would appear to 
have a notable advantage over the Rolling 
Meadows station. 

At the latter, Lindstrom said, water used 
to wash garbage trucks runs directly into 
storm sewers. Water from the proposed facil-
ity would, instead, flow into sanitary sewers, 
minimizing the likelihood that garbage would 
contaminate nearby property during floods, 
according to Lindstrom. 

Nevertheless, Lindstrom said, SAFE 
intends to distribute leaflets in the area of 
the proposed facility outlining SWANCC's 
plans there. "We can't afford to sit back and 
be apathetic," she explained. "If you like 
what they're doing there, fine, but at least 
you should have a choice. And after you've 
had that choice, you have no right to sit back 
and say you don't like it." 

SAFE objects to the proposed creation of 
the Northwest Balefill because such a facility 
may leak pollutants into water sources, possi-
bly causing leukemia and birth defects, 
according to Lindstrom. 

Divorcing herself from her SAFE role, and 
stressing that she was speaking as an indi-
vidual, Lindstrom added that the proposed 
site, while perhaps unacceptable, may be 
"much better than the one in Rolling Mead-
ows, which is right across the street from 
families raising children." 

Approval for the Wheeling Township 
transfer station would have to come from the 
Cook County Zoning Board of Appeals, which 
conducted the Thursday hearing, the Cook 
County Board of Commissioners and the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection Agency. 

A spokesman for the zoning board said 
Tuesday the earliest it could meet on the 
matter would be Aug. 15. 

Flood program may reduce insurance costs 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

C c L S t Us 
Wheeling residents could 

eventually save between 5 
and 45 percent on flood 
insurance under a new pro-
gram Director of Commu-
nity Development Michael 
Klitzke plans to recommend 
to the village board. 

Called the Community 
Rating System (CRS), the 
federal plan will rank 
municipalities according to 
the flood prevention steps 
they intend to take. To a 
lesser extent, the plan will 
also include municipalities 
which have already taken 
flood control measures, and 
grant their residents com-
mensurate breaks in the 
cost of insurance against 
water flow problems. 

In Wheeling, which expe-
rienced serious flooding in 
1982 and 1987, 429 property 
owners have already pur-
chased National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) 
policies, according to David 
Schein, Natural Hazards 
Program Specialist for the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, which admin-
isters the program. Those 
policies, at an average cost 
of $256 per year, provide an 
average coverage of $72,655, 
Schein said Friday. 

Citing national FEMA  

statistics, Klitzke said that 
over the life of a 30 year 
mortgage, there is a 26 per-
cent chance that a property 
will suffer flood damage, 
compared to one percent for 
fire damage. 

While Wheeling has 1,100 
residential and 114 commer-
cial/industrial buildings, it 
still ranks 14th out of 720 
Illinois communities in the 
number of policies pur-
chased, according to 
Klitzke. 

Under the CRS plan, 
managed by the federal 
Flood Insurance Adminis-
tration, insurance would be 
purchased through private 
companies, all of whom 
would give the same rate 
reduction to residents of a 
given community, he said. 

Ultimately, Wheeling res-
idents are likely to receive 
substantial breaks because 
the village is already enact-
ing flood prevention mea-
sures. "We'll rate well 
because we've been doing a 
lot of creditable things," he 
said. 

Those steps have 
included instituting storm 
management, creek and 
stream maintenance, restric-
tive development programs 
in areas likely to flood, and 
a public information pro-
gram on water-flow issues, 
Klitzke explained. 

"We're now in the pro-
cess of pulling numbers 
together," Klitzke said. "It's 
a documentation phase." 

Schein said his agency 
considered Wheeling a good 
candidate to qualify for the 
CRS. 

Once granted the initial 5 
percent reduction — the 

I think it's an 
opportunity for a 
community that's 
going above and 
beyond the 
minimum to be 
recognized. 

Michael Klitzke 

most any community can 
receive in the first year of 
the plan — the village 
would evaluate other pro-
grams which could earn it 
an even more favorable 
ranking, he added. 

Klitzke noted that the 
greater the number of par-
ticipants in the program,  

the more attractive the pre-
miums will become. "With 
more people spreading out 
the risk, they can keep the 
rates from going up," he 
explained. 

He also pointed out that 
the CRS would have finan-
cial benefits for village resi-
dents beyond lowered insur-
ance costs. In taking the 
flood abatement actions, for 
instance, Wheeling would 
probably obviate costly, tax-
payer-financed responses to 
water flow problems in the 
future. 

In addition, he noted, 
effective flood management 
makes a municipality more 
attractive to businesses and 
residents alike. 

Klitzke stressed that 
homeowners need not live 
in a flood zone to purchase 
insurance under the pro-
gram. "If you're on a hill, 
you can buy it," he said. 
"Of course, your rates are 
less on the top of the hill 
than at the bottom." 
, He also emphasized that 
anyone receiving a federal 
loan applied to property in a 
flood hazard area is 
required to purchase flood 
insurance. 

For a community to qual-
ify for CRS participation, it 
must demonstrate to the 
FIA that it has a plan to 
minimize flooding at "repet- 

itive loss" properties, 
Klitzke added. Those are 
defined as sites which suf-
fered insurable flood dam-
age of $1,000 or more at 
least twice since a munici-
pality entered the NFIP, he 
said. 

Wheeling has eight such 
properties, all residential, 
he said. 

Preventing repetitive 
losses might entail "a wide 
gamut from levees, dams, 
and storm water basins, to 
buying them up and moving 
them out," according to 
Klitzke. 

Klitzke said the village 
board may consider partici-
pation in the CRS, which 
would be free and volun-
tary, in October or Novem-
ber. 

Applications must be 
submitted to the FEMA in 
December. While the agency 
will determine the commu-
nity ratings in July of next 
year, the reductions would 
not go into effect, for either 
new or renewed policies, 
until October of 1991, 
according to Klitzke. 

"I think it's an opportu-
nity for a community that's 
going above and beyond the 
minimum to be recognized," 
he said. "Or to receive some 
benefits for those efforts, 
that can relate directly back 
to the residents." 



KATHY TRAY/Pioneer Press 

Phyllis Harmon, 73, recently returned from a bicycling journey 
which brought her and 65 other riders through 13 states in 
seven weeks. 
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Wheeling's 
senior cycler 
is rolling on By 
etc WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

C I\ I tA,1- I 
Bicyclists hoping to keep 

pace with 73-year old Phyllis 
Harmon have a long way to 
go. The Wheeling resident 
has pedaled countless kilo-
meters since she bought her 
first bike in 1928. 

Just over a month ago, in 
fact, she rode from California 
to Massachusetts in a charity 
event. And she plans to keep 
the wheels of her 18-speed 
Schwinn Paramount turning. 

Harmon, who founded the 
Wheeling Wheelman in 1970, 
does no special exercises to 
keep in shape for her cycling 
feats. "I don't do all that 
training stuff," she said last 
week. "This new stuff, like 
keeping cadence or, 'Don't 
eat this' - I just ride my 
bike." 

Nevertheless, she experi-
enced none of the discomfort 
one might expect during or 
after the cross country excur-
sion, which took her and 65 
other riders through 13 states 
in seven weeks. "I don't get 
stiff, I just ride," Harmon, 
who raised $8,600 for the Red 
Cross and the League of 
American Wheelmen, 
laughed. 

The only significant physi-
cal problem she encountered, 
in fact, was, actually, all in 
her head. "I got a beautiful 
migraine in Ohio," Harmon, 
55 years the senior of the 
youngest rider in the group, 
recalled. 

That ailment required her 
to travel for three days in a 
van accompanying the riders, 
meaning the grandmother of 
13 actually biked a mere 
3,341 miles on the trip. 

While Harmon acknowl-
edged the path to fitness 
might well be one traveled by 

Three coffee b 

bicycle, she made it clear she 
does not ride for her health. 
"The feeling of being on your 
own, the camaraderie of the 
open road and the scenery -
that's what I ride for," she 
said. "Nothing else com-
pares." 

The only activity that 
comes close to matching the 
social benefits of biking, 
according to Harmon, who 
"for years" took regular 
weekend cycling tours, is 
square dancing. 

But how has the biking 
life changed in her 62 years 
of riding? The bicycles them-
selves have evolved from the 
balloon tire variety to the 

reaks get cop i 

sleek, lightweight multi-
speed versions, which are far 
superior for riding ease, 
according to Harmon. "Shift-
ing gears is neat," she said, 
adding that she generally 
only uses five or six of them. 

Weighing the relative mer-
its of the modern bikes and 
their predecessors, though, 
might literally be a matter of 
balance. "For stability, I 
could do more," on the old 
heavyweights, Harmon 
remembered. "I used to stand 
up on the pedals with the 
seat between my knees, put 
my hands in my pockets and 
coast for one or two miles on 
the highway in the 30s." 
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Great fireworks , 
Tins

€_,en 55'-• 
year we were happy to see 

the fireworks display in Wheeling be 
"GREAT." 

We want to thank all the residents 
and businesses for their support. 

If you feel you were left out be-
cause you wanted to send a donation 
there is still time. Send your dona-
tion to: Wheeling 4th of July, P.O. 
Box 893F, Wheeling, Ill. 60090. 

Thank you everyone. 

Judy Abruscato 
Wheeling 4th of July 

Organizer 

Haeger would not comment 
Tuesday on the charges. 

A disciplinary hearing for the 
charges against Pressley, who has 
been suspended three different 
times since 1985, is set for 7 p.m. 
Sept. 13 in the village hall, 255 W. 
Dundee Road. 

Pressley, who is on sick leave, 
could not be reached for comment 
on the charges. 

Pressley's attorney, Alan M. 
Freedman, claims the charges 
against Pressley were filed in re-
taliation for Pressley's lawsuits 
and other past controversies in 
which he has been embroiled. 

"We think there is an ulterior 
motive that these charges were 
filed against Bob Pressley," 
Freedman said, "and they (the 
charges) are related to the charges 
previously brought against officer 
Pressley." 

Freedman declined further com-
ment. 

Prospect, Park Ridge, Prospect 
Heights and Wheeling - to ap-
prove franchise amendments so 
the company can eliminate one 
main cable. 

TCI officials said the company 
would provide a better picture and 
service with a single cable system, 
and customers with cable-ready 
sets will be able to hook up to 
cable without a converter box. 

In addition, TCI is charging cus-
tomers in those communities 
served by a single cable less than 
those on a dual-cable system. The 
village board action will result in  

charges next week. 
Pressley, the village's only 

black officer, filed a racial dis-
crimination and harassment law-
suit against the village and Haeger 
in U.S. District Court in 1983. In 
his lawsuit, which still is pending, 
Pressley charges that Haeger de-
nied him salary increases and 
falsely accused him of illicit sexu-
al activity in a case that was later 
dropped by the village's fire and 
police commission. 

This past March, Pressley filed 
a civil rights lawsuit after Haeger 
prohibited the officer from dis-
cussing his discrimination case 
with the media. A U.S. District 
Court judge ruled that Haeger's 
gag order was unconstitutional. 

Pressley then filed a lawsuit in 
April seeking an undetermined 
amount of punitive and compensa-
tory damages resulting from the 
March ruling. The case is still 
pending. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

O  
A Wheeli police officer who 

has two lawsuits pending against 
the village now faces disciplinary 
charges that he left the village 
while on duty. 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael 
F. Haeger has charged officer 
Robert Pressley with leaving the 
village limits while on duty during 
three separate occasions last Octo-
ber and November. 

In his charges, Haeger states 
that Pressley, a Wheeling officer 
for nearly 12 years, left the village 
for up to 22 minutes at a time last 
year to buy coffee at a gas station 
just outside village boundaries. 

In addition, Pressley took a cof-
fee break during the first hour of a 
shift, and he also brought a train-
ing officer with him to get coffee 
outside village boundaries, the 
charges state. 

BY MELISSA REISER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Despite voicing frustration and 
displeasure with the service pro-
vided by TCI of Illinois, Arlington 
Heights trustees have become the 
first officials in an eight-communi-
ty council to approve TCI plans to 
drop the number of cable channels 
from 120 to 60. 

The cable company has asked 
each member of the Northwest 
Municipal Cable Council - made 
up of Arlington Heights, Bartlett, 
Des Plaines. Hanover Park, Mount 

Arlington, balks TCI channel redreduction
-43- /6) 

a $2.50 basic rate reduction for 
Arlington Heights customers. TCI 
officials said rates would not in-
crease again until next July. 

But some trustees, who said re-
ception is terrible and complaints 
are more frequent than ever, 
voiced skepticism. 

"I have a hard time getting into 
negotiations based on good faith 
when you haven't lived up to your 
promises over the past 10 years," 
Trustee Martin S. Agran said. 
"What I see here is the emperor's 
new clothes. I see nothing. I see an 
illusion." 



Seniors charge cab 
fares are unfair 

Plastics to be part 
of recycling program 

Ed! 11 village has successfully 
been recycling glass, aluminum 
and paper products for about a 
year. Now plastics also will be 
accepted in the recycling pro-
gram. 

Through the opening of a new 
Chicago Plastic Recycling Alli-
ance (PRA) facility, 40 million 
pounds of plastics will be able to 
be recycled in the next year. 
Wheeling residents can contribute 
to that end. 

Plastics which will be accepted 
for recycling are: 1-gallon milk 
and water containers, bleach con-
tainers, liquid laundry detergent 
containers, orange juice contain-
ers, windshield washer solvent 
containers, and 1- to 3-liter pop 
bottles. Not acceptable for recy-
cling are: oil containers, 
mouthwash containers, liquid 
soap containers, anti-freeze con-
tainers or shampoo and hair prod-
uct containers. 

If you live in the Wheeling area 
and do not have curbside pick-up 
of recyclable materials, you may 
bring the materials to the recy-
cling bins, located in the rear 
parking lot of the village hall 
complex, at 255 W. Dundee Road 
in Wheeling. 

For further information on re-
cycling in Wheeling, call the vil-
lage hall at 459-2600. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRIJER 
L1/4, K/T 

Local cab fares aren't fair. 
That's the contention of Wheeling senior 

citizens, who say they are regularly denied 
the 20 percent discount on taxi rides they're 
allowed by village ordinance. 

Cab drivers seem generally unaware that 
the discount even exists, according to Mar-
vin Horcher, head of the board of directors 
of the Wheeling Chapter of the American 
Association of Retired Persons (AARP). 
"They say they haven't heard about it," 
Horcher said last week. 

And the resulting overcharges to seniors 
can be significant, Horcher emphasized. 
"Some people have to go to hospitals, like 
Holy Family" in Des Plaines, he pointed 
out. A one-way ride to that facility from 
Wheeling, Horcher said, can cost $16. 

By contrast, because Des Plaines, Mount 
Prospect and Arlington Heights either regu-
late the fares charged seniors, or reimburse 
them for the cost of the rides, older cab 
customers from those communities pay 
only from $1.75 to $2.25 for trips to hospi-
tals, according to Horcher. 

Given that kind of disparity, AARP has 
suggested that the village work through the 
Northwest Municipal Conference to estab-
lish a norm for fares in the area, according 
to Horcher, whose group has urged the vil-
lage to address the discount question 

That might eliminate some understand-
able confusion on the part of cabbies sere-

- ing several communities, Horcher said. "I'd 
hate to be a driver with five or six (fare) 
systems," he explained. 

Village Manager Craig Anderson said last 
week that while it was sometimes hard to 
get drivers to comply with the ordinance 
mandating the discount, the village had 
received only a few grievances from riders 
on the issue in the past two years. 

Emphasizing that he didn't want to mini-
mize the issue, Anderson said it was diffi-
cult to determine how widespread the prob-
lem might be "unless we get complaints." 

Anderson added that at a fall meeting at 
the Pavilion Senior Center on transit needs, 
he asked participants to apprise him of 
their concerns in writing. "That never 
came, so I didn't think much about it after-
ward," he recalled. 

He added that he had written American 
Taxi, which serves most of the Chicago 
area, to explore the issue. 

American Taxi President Randy Moss 
said last week that while he had received 
few complaints from riders about discounts, 
he encouraged anyone experiencing difficul-
ties in obtaining them to contact him. 

Moss added, though, that the village's 
present discount program actually penalizes 
driver's, who must bear the cost of the fare 
reductinn themselves. 

Lisa 
Schab 

`National Night Out' 
deemed shining success 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

L—t)  kA Ner S I D t7  
Tuesday's "National Night 

Out" in Wheeling was so suc-
cessful organizers are already 
talking about next year's 
event, according to Wheeling 
Police Department Crime 
Prevention Officer Barb 
Kobishop. 

And the village's participa-
tion has also generated a 
local plan to coordinate coop-
eration among subdivisions 
to solve problems that are 
not actually police matters, 
she added. 

Wheeling's Night Out was 
part of a nationwide event 
during which residents 
turned off their lights and 
mingled with neighbors 
between 8 and 10 p.m. Its Haeger "loved it," accord- 
goal was to heighten crime ing to Kobishop. "I had to 
prevention awareness, gener- tear him away." 
ate support for local anti- Crime Fighting Dog 
crime efforts and enhance McGruff, in fact, got choked 
relations between police and up over the event, but for 
their communities, according unexpected reasons. "The fan 
to the National Association of in his nose stopped working," 
Town Watch, which spon- Kobishop laughed. The prob- 
sored the effort. lem was remedied by letting 

In Wheeling, the event was McGruff remove the upper 
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Because his cab drivers 
lease cabs on a flat rate basis 
and keep the fares, granting 
the senior discount "takes 
money out of their pockets," 
Moss contended. "They're 
subsidizing seniors, and that 
should be up to the village to 
do." 

"Wheeling has an out-
moded program," Moss 
charged. "Everybody else has 
dropped that (discount sys-
tem)." 

A practical alternative, 
according to Moss, is a pro-
gram already used by some 
municipalities, which pro-
vides riders with cab tickets 
to be given drivers in lieu of 
cash. The communities then 
reimburse the cab companies 
for the amounts shown on 
the tickets. 

Anderson said he plans to 
review the senior fare issue, 
and make appropriate recom-
mendations to the village 
board. "I'm not sure what 
they will be," he added. "It 
may be keeping the discount, 
or something else. 

"We've amassed quite a bit 
of information from other 
communities in terms of 
what they do for seniors with 
respect to discounts and sub-
sidies," he said. 

Anderson said that he 
hoped to present some rec-
ommendations prior to the 
adoption of the next budget, 
which would take place by 
January. 

Anderson also pointed out 
that the village had the 
means of enforcing the cur-
rent fare ordinance, or any 
possible replacement, should 
lack of driver compliance be 
deemed a significant prob-
lem. "We have a lever," he 
said. "We issue the license to 
operate in the village." 

Horcher, a former AARP 
legislative chairman, mean-
while, said the group's local 
chapter had offered "research 
or footwork" to help the vil-
lage resolve the issue. "I'm 
not looking for fault," he 
emphasized, "but we have a 
need." 

marked by a "very positive 
atmosphere" in five partici-
pating subdivisions, accord-
ing to Kobishop, who 
coordinated the effort in the 
village. 

That spirit was exhibited, 
for example, in the formation 
of a human chain in Tahoe, a 
cul de sac party in Malibu, 
and a block party in Dun-
hurst East, Kobishop said. 

There were "massive 
quantities of people" taking 
part in the event, Kobishop 
added. "In Tahoe, there were 
mobs. I would guess there 
were a couple hundred." 

Working those crowds 
were Wheeling Police Chief 
Michael Haeger and Fire 
Chief Keith MacIsaac. 

portion of his costume while 
traveling between subdivision 
appearances, she explained. 

The enthusiasm shown for 
the Night Out will continue 
into next year, Kobishop pre-
dicted. "Everyone was saying, 
`This is the first year. Next 
year, we'll do it even bet-
ter,' " she said. 

Within the next two weeks, 
Kobishop plans to mail let-
ters seeking representatives 
from subdivisions to serve on 
a combination Night Out 
steering committee and 
neighborhood "problem solv-
ing group." 

The latter body would 
cooperatively address day-to-
day complaints that might 
not require police interven-
tion, such as children riding 
bicycles on sidewalks or 
skateboarding unsafely, 
Kobishop explained. 

"Different neighborhoods 
may have encountered such 
problems and addressed 
them," and be able to lend 
their expertise on the issues 
to other subdivisions, she 
said. 



Cable regulation debate 
sends out mixed signals 

Villages approve 
fire aid contiact 
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People following the 
efforts in Congress to re-
regulate the cable television 
industry are getting scram-
bled signals. 

After six years of de-reg-
ulation in the cable televi-
sion industry, new controls 
are under consideration in 
Washington and the focus of 
debate throughout the coun-
try. 

Bills in the Senate and 
the House don't try to regu-
late rates for premium 
channel cable packages. 
They do, however, discuss 
rate regulation for broadcast 
and public access channel 
packages. 

In addition, discussions 
on Capital Hill include who 
will supervise technical 
quality and customer ser-
vice in the cable industry. 

Regulating the cable 
business is a complex issue. 

The FCC wants local gov-
ernments to do it, but Con-
gress currently is consider-
ing bills giving regulatory 
powers to the FCC. 

And the cable industry 
wants to make sure that 
local phone companies, who 
have an upper hand because 
they are wired into every 
home, aren't allowed to 
enter the business. 

Currently, the phone 
companies lack the delivery 
systems to send video sig-
nals over their existing 
phone lines. 

Local governments want 
to maintain rate control to 
insure franchise fees. Cable 
companies don't want this 
because they fear that rate 
control will become a politi-
cal issue which could negate 
any chances of rate 
increases during an election 
year. 

In the Northwest sub-
urbs, local officials object to 
letting phone companies 
enter the cable business 
because franchise agree-
ment fees would be lost. 

The city of Rolling Mead-
ows currently receives 
between $80,000 and $90,000 
in franchise fees and Ald. 
Fredrick Jacobson (7th) said 
the city doesn't want to lose 
that money. 

"We feel very strongly 
about our franchise agree-
ment and we don't want it 
tampered with," Jacobson 
said. 

And while the Telco bill, 
which would have allowed 
phone companies to own 
cable firms, has been with-
drawn, Congress is still con-
sidering bills that call for 
rate regulation to be placed 
with the FCC. 

. "The bills as they stand 
now are awful," said Carole 
Stannard, executive director 

The current 
(cable) standards 
are too low. 
People in our 
communities 
would never pay 
if the standards 
were as low as the 
current FCC 
standards. 

Carole Stannard, 
Northwest Municipal 

Cable Council 
it at a national level." 

Continental Cablevision's 
Governmental Affairs Vice- 
President Bob Ryan said he 
expects some regulation, 
but he hopes it is placed in 
the right hands. 

"I don't know that a cer-
tain amount of regulation is 
harmful," Ryan said. "It 
makes sense to have a cen-
tralized technical standard-
making body. The local 
municipalities don't have 
the expertise to regulate 
technical quality." 

Jacobson said he didn't 
mind if the technical regula-
tions came from Washing-
ton, as long as the power to 
enforce those rules was left 
with local governments. He 
said that technical difficul-
ties haven't been a major 
problem for cable customers 
in the Continental Regional 
Cable Group. 

That group includes Roll-
ing Meadows, Palatine, Buf-
falo Grove, Hoffman Estates 
and Elk Grove Village. 

However, Stannard said 
technical problems have 
driven the regulatory issue 
in the Northwest Municipal 
Cable Council's viewing 
area. This area includes 

Schaumburg, Wheeling, 
Streamwood, Hanover Park, 
Bartlett, Mount Prospect, 
Des Plaines, Arlington 
Heights, Glenview, North-
brook, Golf, Park Ridge, and 
Prospect Heights. 

"Congress is reacting to 
constituent complaints," 
Stannard said. "What really 
causes people to call in is 
that they aren't getting 
what they are paying for. 
That's really more the issue 
in our area than the rates 
themselves." 

She said that TCI cus-
tomers are subjected to 
snowy pictures, constant 
outages and flashing 
screens. 

Stannard also said that 
the technical standards 
being considered by the cur-
rent legislation on Capital 
Hill wouldn't help improve 
the picture. 

"The current standards 
are too low. People in our 
communities would never 
pay if the standards were as 
low as the current FCC 
standards," she said. 

Stannard said that her 
customers probably would 
pay more for their cable ser-
vice if it were technically 
improved. 

And customers might see 
higher rates. 

Extensive rate regulation 
would dry up funding for 
program development, Ryan 
said. He noted that deregu-
lation allowed the cable 
industry as a whole to 
invest in programming. 

At the national level, the 
FCC recently issued a 
report recommending that 
the control be placed locally 
and urged that regulation 
be kept at a minimum. 

"There is certainly noth-
ing wrong with establishing 
a federal standard regarding 
rate regulation," FCC Chair-
man Alfred Sikes said in a 
prepared statement about 
the cable industry. "But 
when the authority is exer-
cised, it should be done 
locally, as underlying cost 
circumstances vary widely. 

While the issue is 
debated on Capital Hill, Fee 
said, the cable industry sits 
in limbo. 

"We're dead in the water 
right now," Fee said. "If we 
can just get something out 
of Congress, we can make 
some decisions." 

He explained that con-
struction and capital outlay 
plans are being placed on 
hold until a decision is 
made on the new regula-
tions and rate control. 

As it stands now, the reg-
ulations being debated only 
regulate basic service, 
which includes the standard 
broadcast stations, lokblic 
television and less' tliQin a 
handful of cable stations. 

• • 

STAFF WRITERS 

Where's the fire? Even if 
the answer to that question 
is "in Buffalo Grove," 
Wheeling units might now 
help battle the blaze, under 
a mutual assistance agree- 
ment approved by the 
Wheeling Village Board 
Monday. 

According to Wheeling 
Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac, 
firefighters from either 
department, in fact, would 
would respond to calls in 
specified areas of the oth-
er's jurisdiction upon the 
latter's request. 

In Wheeling, those areas 
would generally be more 
than one-and-a-half miles 
from a Wheeling fire sta- 
tion, and located "where 
there's a congestion of peo-
ple," as in multi-family 
developments in the north- 
west section of the village, 
MacIsaac said Tuesday. 

The plan may save sev- 
eral minutes in response 
time, he said, because in 
many cases, a fire in one 
community might actually 
be closer to the fire station 
in the neighboring munici- 
pality. 

In Wheeling's case, that 
situation is the result of the 
village having undergone 
significant growth at its 
"fringes," MacIsaac 
explained. 

"The key is improving 
service," he said. "It will 
immediately mobilize the 
closest people." 

That, he said, was in con- 
trast to "waiting for a fire to 
extend beyond our capabili- 
ties. It's a proactive rather 
than a reactive mode." 

"It's going to benefit peo- 
ple in both communities," 
he added. "It's definitely an 
improvement over what we 
have now, but that's not 
saying what we have is 
unsafe." 

Specifically, Wheeling 
might receive the assistance 
of four Buffalo Grove fire- 
fi,ghters with an engine or 
ladder truck in any given 
case, according to MacIsaac. 

One area in Buffalo 
Grove to which Wheeling 
units might respond would 
be the 12-story office corn- 

Allenspach said the 
mutual aid pact with Wheel-
ing was part of his long-
range plan to improve 
response times in the ever-
expanding village. Buffalo 
Grove is also working on a 
similar mutual aid pact with 
the Vernon Fire Protection 
District. 

The mutual aid pacts 
with both Wheeling and 
Vernon should help hold 
down Buffalo Grove's fire 
insurance rates as set by 
the Insurance Services 
Office (ISO). 

The department's 
response times were criti-
cized earlier this year and 
an ISO official said the vil-
lage needed two more fire 
stations and more man-
power to keep its ISO rating 
at its present level. 

Buffalo Grove's mutual 
aid pact with Wheeling is 
scheduled to be approved 
by the village board on Aug. 
20. 

MacIsaac said that at the 
most, Wheeling might be 
expected to respond to two 
or three Buffalo Grove calls 
each week, which could be 
done at "minimal cost." 

By B. H. MERENS of the Northwest Municipal 
STAFF %VIVI!! Cable Council, comprised of 

pr[ r-- 0-1,"-- representatives of communi- 
ties with TCI, Inc. fran-
chises. "Right now, they 
(only) are calling for rate 
regulation of the basic pack-
age." 

TCI cable company Gen-
eral Manager Kelvin Fee 
said the cable industry 
favors basic service rate reg-
ulation. 

"It's something that we 
could live with," Fee said. 
"We don't want regulation. 
If we had to have any regu-
lation, we would rather have 

By WAYNE T UK- plex known ag Riverwalks, 
and MICHAEL ULREICH scheduled to be completed 

within a few weeks, at Lake 
Cook Road and Milwaukee 
Avenue, he said. 

In response to a question 
by Trustee Elizabeth Hart-
man, he stressed that assist-
ing at a call at that struc-
ture, one of the tallest in 
the suburban area, would 
not unduly tax the depart-
ment's fire fighting capac-
ity, in part because the 
building is compartmental-
ized to prevent the spread 
of any blaze. 

Noting that a similar 
building was planned for 
the site, he added that Buf-
falo Grove firefighters are 
going to need "immediate 
assistance" should fires 
break out there. 

As its part of the bargain 
in the mutual aid pact, Buf-
falo Grove will provide 
assistance to Wheeling in 
the area of Buffalo Grove 
Road and Dundee Road, 
according to Fire Chief 
Thomas Allenspach. 
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Photo courtesy RS Anderson Company 

The RS Anderson Company plans to build a new poultry 
distribution facility on Hintz Rd. in Wheeling. 

Company comes home 
to roost in Wheeling 
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Board appromocenter 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

()_,2_, 
A poultry company build-

ing a new facility in Wheel-
ing put local firms at the 
head of the pecking order 
when it contracted for work 
on the project. 

"In all the trades, we gave 
a little preferential treat-
ment" to Wheeling compa-
nies, Gary Kipnis, a 
spokesman for R.S. Anderson 
Company, said last week. "All 
my civil, electrical and 
mechanical engineers are 
from Wheeling." 

In addition, according to 
Kipnis, foundation holes for 
the plant, which will replace 
the current facility at 6851 
Irving Park Road in Chicago, 
were drilled by a village firm, 
and all the concrete is from 
Wheeling. 

With over 20,000 square 
feet of refrigerated ware-
house space and eight truck 
docks, the company will reg-
ularly distribute meat, pork 

Wheeling Police Chief 
Michael Haeger has brought 
new, undisclosed charges 
against a controversial offi-
cer, who is suing him and the 
village, before the Board of 
Fire and Police Commission-
ers. 

The board, at the request 
of one of the officer's attor-
neys, who was unable to 
attend its meeting Monday, 
continued the matter until 
Sept. 13. 

Neither the charged offi-
cer, Robert Pressley, his 
attorneys nor Haeger would 
comment publicly on the sub-
stance of the charges. 

Pressley, who is black, 
filed a civil suit over seven 
years ago, claiming his Four-
teenth Amendment rights to 
equal protection were vio-
lated in 1983 when the chief 
allegedly "retaliated" for the 
officer's successful challenge 
to a 1982 suspension. 

Haeger had suspended  

and other food products, in 
addition to poultry, through-
out the Chicago metropolitan 
area, northern and central 
Illinois, southern Wisconsin 
and northern Indiana. 

In addition, R.S. Anderson 
products are now "periodi-
cally shipped throughout the 
country," and may be sent 
into Canada, according to 
company officials. 

Kipnis indicated local 
workers won't have any rea-
son to squawk that his busi-
ness is overlooking them in 
meeting its employment 
needs. "We hope to be able to 
tap Wheeling" for the 20 to 
25 unskilled laborers and five 
to 10 sales and clerical 
employees the company may 
hire over the next several 
years, he said. 

The new building, which 
will occupy about five acres 
at 275 E. Hintz Road, will 
probably be completed 
between February and April 
of next year, according to 
Kipnis. 

Pressley for allegedly break-
ing department rules of 
truthfulness in relation to a 
citizen's complaint that he'd 
had sex with a woman in a 
van parked outside The Orig-
inal Granny's Restaurant, at 
831 W. Dundee Road. 

Following the board's 
reversal of that suspension, 
according to Pressley, he was 
unfairly disciplined. Pres-
sley's attorneys have alleged 
that he was punished more 
severely than white officers 
who had committed more 
serious offneses. 

In addition, the suit con-
tends, fellow officers har-
rassed Pressley with racial 
epithets and cartoons, activi-
ties in which Haeger failed to 
intervene. 

According to one of Pres-
sley's attorney's, the village 
board refused to approve an 
agreement which could have 
resolved the issues last year. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 
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The Wheeling Village 
Board Monday approved 
plans for the construction of 
a shopping center on vacant 
property at Manchester Drive 
and Milwaukee Avenue. 

While the mall could 
accommodate as many as 22 
businesses, an attorney for 
the firm which will design it 
said he could not specify the 
nature and number of con-
cerns which would ultimately 
occupy it. 

Under questioning by 
Trustee Judy Abruscato, how-
ever, attorney David Shaw, 
representing Miller, Melby, 
Anderson Architects, did say 
that the center might include 
a gourmet-type produce food 
store and an upscale, hard-
ware house supply store. 

Abruscato, the only trustee 
to vote against the approval, 
had expressed concerns that 
the new center might be 
plagued by the vacancies she 
said afflicted several other 
malls in Wheeling. "What will 
you offer that will make more 
retail people come in besides 
the video stores, White Hen 
Pantries and cleaners, which 
we have an abundance of?" 
she asked. 

While Shaw acknowledged 
that he could not guarantee 
such stores would not be part 
of the new mall, he stressed 
that it would feature a 
"unique location" more 
accessible to pedestrians than 
those of competing shopping 
centers. 

"We're very aware of the 
softness of the retail mar-
ket," he added. "But we don't 
intend to build shell build-
ings ... We're not going to 
throw up one store and leave 
the others vacant." 

He added that the center,  

which would be lined with 
trees and other landscaping, 
had received "good interest" 
from prospective tenants 
with "recognized names." 

In approving the proposal, 
the board granted the devel-
oper a special use of the 
property, one not ordinarily 
allowed under village ordi-
nance, and variations in 
Wheeling's zoning code. 

One of those variations 
permits two of the center's 
three separate buildings to be 
constructed on one lot of 
record, according to Director 
of Community Development 
Michael Klitzke. 

Another includes allowing 
development of property 
through which a sanitary 
sewer line runs, Klitzke said. 

In addition, the site is 
located at the south end of 
the village's Overlay Zone 
and Tax Incremental Financ-
ing (TIF) District. To operate 
in the Overlay Zone, the cen-
ter must meet higher stan-
dards than it would in other 
areas of Wheeling, according 
to village officials. 

In a TIF district, addi-
tional taxes generated by new 
developments are used to 
retire tax increment bonds 
issued by the local govern-
ment for development of a 
specific area. 

The Wheeling Plan Com-
mission had recommended 
that the board approve the 
measure. 

Abruscato, the only trustee 
to vote agains the plan, said 
Tuesday she did so because 
she would hate to see the vil-
lage become a "gas station 
town like years ago." In the 
1960s and 70s, filling stations 
could be found on every cor-
ner, she claimed, but many 
later went out of business, 
leaving vacancies dotting the 

(Continued on page 18) 

village. 
"A center would be nice if 

it would bring something into 
the village that we need," she 
added. `I'd like to look at an 
upscale shopping center." 

Shaw said it was impossi-
ble to predict when work at 
the center might begin, and 
added, "I'm not sure we 
could make this construction 
season." 

He noted that while the 
developer had never built a 
shopping center, it had con-
structed a successful office 
complex in Glenview. 

New charges filed 
in Pressley suit 
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Cook County Board candidate Ed Reinfranck 
(left) and county clerk candidate David Orr 
gathered Sunday at Chevy Chase for a  

Democratic fundraiser supporting Wheeling 
Village President Sheila Schultz's bid for 
county suburban commissioner. 

Vi 
a major portion of the redevelop-
ment costs. Under the agreement, 
the village agreed to loan Conti- 

A Wheeling apartment complex nental Properties $220,000 to up- 
owner wants village trustees to grade the then 90-unit complex. 
change an agreement preventing After five years, the loan would 
the owner from appealing his be forgiven if the new owners con- 
property tax assessments. tinued to maintain the property 

Four years ago, Continental and provide on-site management 
Properties bought the Wildwood of the complex. The owners also 
apartment complex, now known as agreed not to appeal property tax 
Arbor Court, on Dundee Road be- assessments — an effort made by 
tween Milwaukee Avenue and the village to recoup some of the 
Wolf Road. The complex was dete- money it loaned. 
riorated and overrun with resi- However, Larry Floria of Conti- 
dents violating the village's occu- nental Properties, said property 
pancy limits. taxes have increased so much over 

The new owners, Continental the past four years that he wants 
Properties, made an agreement to appeal the recent reassessment 
with the village to renovate the of property values with the Cook 

property and the village would pay County (Tax) Board of Appeals. 

er wants to appeal taxes Apartment o 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

"I don't think they ever felt that 
taxes would go out of line like 
this," Floia said, adding that his 
apartment complex assessment in-
creased by 25 percent this year. 
"The property just can't be operat-
ed with taxes that are equal to 
about 35 percent of the income.... 
It's a very narrow profit picture at 
best." 

Floria said his taxes have in-
creased from $80,000 to $162,000 a 
year since Continental Properties 
acquired the complex. 

Village trustees have asked Flo-
ria to provide information about 
the complex's profits and rents, 
which run from $525 per month 
for a one-bedroom apartment to 
$750 per month for a three-bed-
room apartment. 

BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling apartment dwellers 
may be included in the village's re-
cycling program as officials look 
for ways to further reduce the 
amount of waste dumped at area 
landfills. 

Residents of single-family 
homes pay $1.95 a month for the 
village's recycling program, which 
was started just over a year ago 
and includes curbside pickup of 
newspaper, glass, aluminum, tin 
and plastics. Residents of condom-
inium and town house complexes 
that have curbside garbage pickup 
may join the program with the ap-
proval of their homeowners asso-
ciations. 

However, after a request from 
residents of the Foxboro apart-
ment complex, village officials is 
considering expanding the pro-
gram to apartment dwellers — at 
least for a trial period. 

"Since there's been an interest 
expressed by folks living in at 
least one apartment complex, 
we're going to pursue it," Village 
Manager Craig G. Anderson said. 
"We've had such success with the 
curbside program, maybe it's time 
to try it with the multi-com-
plexes." 

Anderson said he will request 
that the village's trash hauler —
Buffalo Grove/Wheeling Disposal 
— develop a recycling program 
for apartment complexes. If such 
a program cannot be developed,  

village officials want to know why, 
Anderson added. 

One way the program may be 
run is to install large bins for re-
cyclables near the garbage recep-
tacles at the complexes, Anderson 
said. Although that would be a con-
venient way for residents to drop 
off their recyclables and household 
trash, the complexes would re-
quire a large enough space for the 
bins, he added. 

Foxboro, located on the west 
side of Wolf Road north of Hintz 
Road, may be the site for a pilot 
program so that village officials 
could determine whether such a 
plan would be successful for the 
rest of the more than a dozen vil-
lage apartment complexes, Ander-
son said. 

Recyc program may include apartments 
7-0  

TCI cable complaints down in August 
through July with a total of 768 

Daily Herald Staff Writer complaints, including 116 unre- 
solved problems that were report- 

Things seem to be looking up for ed previously. In 1989, the total 
TCI of Illinois, with the Northwest number of complaints was 1,502. 
Municipal Cable Council reporting "In three months, we took over 
decreases in complaints and five half the complaints that we took 
communities moving forward with over all of last year, and in some 
franchise changes requested by the towns we exceeded what we had 
cable company. last year," Stannard said. 

Complaints against the cable But, she said, the outlook seems 
company, which has been criti- to be improving. So far this month, 
cized for frequent service inter- the council has received only 61 
ruptions and poor service, are complaints. But, there are still 167 
down so far in August, compared unresolved complaints received 
to the last three months, cable previously. 
council officials said Wednesday. Work on franchise amendments 

Carole Stannard, cable council to reduce the number of channels 
executive director, said com- from 120 to 60 also are proceeding 
plaints received by the council in many towns. Arlington Heights 
reached a record high from May trustees recently approved the  

contract amendments, becoming 
the first community in the council 
to agree to change from two main 
cables to one. 

Representatives fr Hanover 
Park and Bartlett skUPhose two 
villages will vote on the issue with-
in the next week. Officials from 
Des Plaines and Park Ridge said 
they will discuss the proposed 
amendments next month. Mount 
Prospect, however, has stalled dis-
cussions on the franchise changes 
and instead will have a special 
performance evaluation of TCI, 
also known as Telenois, next 
month. 

Customers in communities that 
switch to a single-cable system 
will see roughly a $2.50 decrease 
in the basic monthly cost for cable. 

BY MELISSA REISER 
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What 
exactly are 
these 
munici-
palities 
trying to 
plug into? 

Lights 
out? 
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 obody has turned the lights 
out, but some municipalities 
are stumbling around their 
Commonwealth Edison 

franchise agreements as if it were 
dark. 

The Northwest Municipal 
Conference is encouraging its 
membership to hold off on signing 
the long-term, 50-year agreements 
until a common stand can be 
developed among its ranks. The 
wisdom at work is that 50-year 
agreements may strap them into 
antiquated technology a few 
decades down the road. 

While Wheeling's agreement is 
not due to expire until 2009, its 
residents should be interested in 
the position officials take on this 
matter. 

Apparently, some of the towns 
are anticipating the possibility of 
setting up their own public-sector 
power companies in the future. 

But what exactly are these 
municipalities trying to plug into? 

Inverness has been without a 
franchise agreement since October 
of last year, and it has cost them 
about $2,000. Electricity for 
municipal buildings is provided 
free to those with franchise 
agreements, like Barrington Hills, 
which is expected to officially sign 
its agreement next week. 

The bigger the town, the bigger 
the bill. While Inverness' $2,000 
bill may be worth the principle, 
Barrington — whose agreement 
expires in 1992 — pays on the 
order of $38,000 each year, and 
taxpayers should understand who 
would really picking up that tab. 

Furthermore, these are not 
exclusive franchise agreements. 
They only permit the utility to lay 
and repair lines along established 
easements without seeking 
building permits. Any concessions 
won by municipalities will increase 
Com Ed's cost of doing business, 
which will fuel petitions before the 
Illinois Commerce Commission for 
higher rates. 

Are Northwest Municipal 
Conference municipalities 
enlightened, or are taxpayers being 
duped? 



Firefighters contract set for arbitration 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 
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Arbitration in the contract dispute between 

Wheeling and the union representing its fire-
fighters will probably begin in October, according 
to representatives of both sides. 

And while any decision reached in that process 
would not technically be binding, it would, in 
effect, be final, acccording to Bart Burns, Presi-
dent of the Wheeling Firefighters' Association. 

The arbitrator, Lamont E. Stallworth, an associ-
ate professor of Industrial Relations at Loyola Uni-
versity, would be unlikely to alter a ruling without 
a "compelling reason," Burns said Tuesday. 

Although the village would have 21 days follow-
ing Stallworth's decision to challenge it, such a 
move is unlikely because it would require approval 
by three-fifths of the village board and Wheeling 
would be responsible for any legal fees the union 
incurred because of it, Burns said. 

"In practical terms, it would be binding," Burns 
said of any contract award made by Stallworth. 

Stallworth was selected through a culling pro-
cess. The American Arbitration Association fur-
nished a list of seven names, which the village 
and union each ranked according to acceptability. 

Having earned a doctorate in industrial rela-
tions from Cornell University, he is a member of 
the private National Academy of Arbitrators, and 
formerly sat on the National Labor Relations 
Board. 

The contract would cover 38 firefighters, fire-
fighter/paramedics, lieutenants and lieuteh- 

ant/paramedics. Members of the association have 
been working without a labor agreement for four 
years. 

Neither union nor village officials have been 
willing to specify publicly what the points of con-
tention are, but Burns has said the key questions 
are "administrative, rather than economic." 

Village Attorney James Rhodes said Tuesday 
some of them concern "management's right to 
manage." 

Burns, meanwhile, said he had met recently 
with Village Manager Craig Anderson, and offered 
to resolve some or all of the issues any time before 
arbitration begins. Anderson had not responded to 
that proposal as of Tuesday, according to Burns. 
Anderson confirmed that the meeting had been 
held, but said Burns had requested it primarily to 
enumerate what he considered the main issues in 
the dispute. 

"I appreciate him taking the time to make sure 
we're all at the same place," Anderson said. 

Anderson said chances were slim for further 
negotiation outside of arbitration. 

"We're at the point of being at loggerheads, and 
not being able to move," he explained. "I don't 
feel confident it would be worthwhile to go back." 

UniOn and village spokesmen agreed that arbi-
tration would provide an imperfect resolution of 
the dispute. "I don't think it's designed to get a 
favorable settlement," Burns said. "It's more like a 
punishment for the parties' being unable to get a 
settlement on their own. 

"It's absurd for anyone to say, 'We won in arbi-
tration," he added. "Both parties lose." 

"The arbitration process is not the preferred 
way of handling labor negotiations, without a 
doubt," Rhodes said. "However, when you reach a 
situation, in good faith negotiating for five years, 
where you're faced with new issues occurring all 
the time, and the other side is indicating it's 
aready reached its bottom line on issues they have 
to have, then there's no room for negotiating." 

In another development, Burns said the union 
was "disturbed" by Wheeling's rejection of his 
group's application to solicit funds for the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association (MDA), on the grounds 
that the union was not a charitable organization. 

"We were not even notified," of the village's 
decision, which was based on a "technicality," 
Burns said. He contended that the union only 
learned of the rejection Friday, when it called 
Rhodes to determine the status of the application. 

He contended that if the union had been 
informed earlier that its not-for-profit status was 
not enough to win approval of the request, the 
group would have resubmitted the application 
under MDA auspices, thereby increasing the likeli-
hood of obtaining a village OK. 

The delay caused by the lack of formal notifica-
tion, according to Burns, made it impossible for 
the fund drive to take place. 

Rhodes, however, suggested the union should 
have indicated on the application that the funds 
would go to the MDA. He also implied that Burns 
misunderstood the approval procedure. "It's unfor-
tunate, perhaps, that their anticipation that it's 
just, one, two, three and it gets approved, was 
incorrect," he said. 

New Planner eyes plan revision 

Kathy Tray/Pioneer Press 

Village Planner Mark Janek is finding his way around 
Wheeling after two months on the job. He has already delved 
into plans for a commuter rail link to nearby towns and efforts 
to update the village's comprehensive plan. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK g 
STAFF WRITER 
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Although on the job just 

a little under two months, 
Village Planner Mark 
Janeck has already set his 
sights on projects that 
would cover a lot of ground 
in Wheeling. 

One, in fact, would con-
nect Wheeling to Mundelein 
and Chicago by commuter 
rail, while another would 
link it to Buffalo Grove and 
the Lake Cook Forest Pre-
serve with a bicycle route. 

And an updated compre-
hensive master plan would 
literally determine how land 
is used in Wheeling for 
years to come. 

"We're hoping something 
good happens with this," 
Janeck, 30, said of Wheel-
ing's proposal to build a 
train station near Heritage 
Park and Catherine Court, 
south of Dundee Road. 

The construction would 
be part of a proposed com-
muter service extension 
being considered by Metra, 
the commuter rail branch of 
the Regional Transit 
Authority (RTA). While the 
village would build the sta-
tion under the plan, Metra 
would supply the platform, 
according to Janeck. 

"It's in METRA's court 
now," Janeck said. "They 
have to have engineers look 
at the site and see if it's up 
to snuff." 

While that determination 
might be• made by Decem-
ber, the decision on whether 
or not to expand commuter 
service might not be 
reached until a year from 
now, Janeck added. 

fr 6  o 
Michele Wilson, a project 

manager for NORMAN, an 
RTA-funded agency which 
coordinates mass transit 
plans with Metra, said a 
study showed that an aver-
age of 1,097 riders would 
board trains from a Wheel-
ing station each day. 

That number, according 
to Janeck, might be higher 
than that of any of the 
other six municipalities 
which could be served by 
the route extention. 

Janek forsees the bicycle 
path possibly joining Wheel-
ing with the forest preserve 
and Buffalo Grove, and 
might "link up all the areas 
of the village, particulary 
the park systems," he said. 

The trail would use main 
streets only where neces-
sary. 

Despite the presence of 
some bike path signs in the 
village, Wheeling has not 
formally designated such a 
route. 

Janek said he would like 
to complete an update of 
the village's comprehensive 
master plan, a guide to how 
property is zoned and uti-
lized, within the next six 
months. He said the plan, 
which has been in effect 
since 1985, needs updating 
to reflect population growth. 

"We need to get good 
ideas of how housing has 
changed," he pointed out. 

The revision is expected 
to address the fact that 
there are large parcels of 
land remaining to be devel-
oped in the northwest and 
northeast sections of Wheel-
ing, as well as portions of 
Milwaukee Avenue that are 
prime candidates for rede- 

velopment, according to 
Janeck. 

Janeck earned a master's 
degree in urban and 
regional planning at the 
University of Wisconsin. He 
succeeds Bob Sullivan, who 
left Wheeling to become vil-
lage planner of Orland Park. 

Whith a bachelor's degree 
in landscape architecture, 
Janeck had done consulting 
work in Massachusetts, 
Maryland and Wisconsin 
before being hired by the  

village. 
In a related development, 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said last week 
that it might be October or 
November before Wheeling 
names a successor to David 

42 Kowal, who resigned as 
assistant village manager 
effective Aug. 10 to accept a 
similar post in Northbrook. 

The village will accept 
resumes from applicants for 
the position through Sept. 
15, according to Anderson. 



Friday, a portion of that water al-
ready has`drained out of the reser-
voir, thus leaving room for addi-
tional rainfall, Talhami said. 

The reservoir is draining water 
constantly, but, even if it were 
plugged up so no water could es-
cape, it could hold another 3 mil-
lion gallons on top of the 225 mil-
lion gallons it already has taken in, 
he said. 

In Wheeling, where flood prob-
lems have been few and far be-
tween, officials aren't worried 
about additional rainfall. 

"Things have been so low key, 
and we've had no problems around 
here that we're not expecting any 
problems," said Wheeling Police 
Sgt. Jack Koening. 

puts bank drive-through in gear 
without recommendation because 
the village plan commission could 
not garner the four votes neces-
sary to recommend approval. 
Some plan commission members 
were concerned about traffic 
congestion at the bank's entrances 
and exits. 

Original plans for the now va-
cant land across from the Arling-
ton Club housing complex called 
for a retail center. But Village 
Manager Craig G. Anderson said a 
bank would have less impact on 
traffic in that area. 

The bank, which will offer free 
checking, consumer loans, savings, 
IRAs, evening hours and an auto-
matic teller machine, will target 
the consumer market rather than 
the commercial market. 
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Towns work to pr nt
opossible flooding 

BY AMY CARR keeping an eye on ri ing water lev- 
Daily Herald Staff Writer els at the Buffalo Creek retention 

reservoir on the west side of Arl-
ington Heights Road, just north of 
Lake-Cook Road. 

On Monday, water levels were 
only one foot below the reservoir's 
maximum capacity, said Gregory 
Boysen, director of public works. 

Since the expansion of the flood-
control reservoir in 1988, water 
levels have never been as high as 
they are now, said Ayoub Talhami, 
an engineer for the Metropolitan 
Sanitary District. 

Even so, Talhami says the reser-
voir can handle more rain. 

The reservoir is designed to han-
dle six inches of rain in 24 hours. 

As part of its efforts, the Buffalo Although Buffalo Grove has 
received 5.98 inches of rain since 

Rising water levels in the Buffa-
lo Creek retention reservoir will 
be monitored closely as the threat 
of rain looms ahead, but officials 

• 
say there is little chance the reser- 

• voir will overflow. 
Officials in Buffalo Grove, 

Wheeling and Long Grove report 
it,%j„,c little or no flood problems result-

ing from weekend downpours that 
dumped nearly six inches of rain 
on the communities. 

(1, Now, they are doing everything 
.,,,f ,̀ Immoi they can to prevent any possible 
cN CD problems should the rains continue 

cin throughout the week. 

(111) cin Grove public works department is 

    

Wheeling trustees narrowly ap-
proved Monday Household Bank's 
request to build a drive-through 
bank on the town's western border. 

The 6,320-square-foot bank will 
be built on 1.5 acres at the north-
west corner of Dundee Road and 
Huntington Lane. 

Trustees James Whittington and 
Elizabeth Hartman voted against 
the proposal, expressing concern 
about the flow of traffic through 
the drive-up windows. 

"Everybody has to use this 
thing, from 16-year-olds to 80-
year-olds," Whittington said. "I'm 
concerned this is a real obstacle 
course." 

 

 

 

 

The only entrance to the drive-
through lanes will be on Hunting-
ton Lane. The 30-foot-wide lane 
will widen into a 70-foot pavement 
that allows for six drive-through 
lanes. It will narrow to 20 feet 
wide to channel traffic along the 
bank to exit on to either Hunting-
ton Lane or Dundee Road. 

"The narrow entrance that wid-
ens and then narrows again chan-
nelizes traffic," said Village Board 
President Sheila H. Shultz, who 
broke a 2-2 tie by voting in favor 
of the bank. 

Because they work in the bank-
ing industry, Trustees Judy Abrus-
cato and William Rogers abstained 
from voting. 

Although city staff supported 
the plan, it came to the trustees 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Fire Department 
will reduce its dependency on 

phone lines when a new communi-
cations system is up and working 
in about two months. 

"The system will insure the reli-
ability of dispatch, regardless of 
whether we have phone lines," 
Fire Chief Keith S. Maclsaac said. 

He said a fire like the one at an 
Illinois Bell switching station in 
Hinsdale last year would cause 
communication problems for the 
fire department. 

"If I lose the phone line now, I 
am out of business," he said. 

The $29,000 system, which has 
been approved by Wheeling trus- 

tees, will also simplify communi-
cation between the village's two 
stations. There is no way, except 
by phone or through police 
dispatch, for firefighters at the 
two stations to talk now. 

But the new system will form a 
common network without tapping 
into regular telephone lines, Ma-
cIsaac said. Station 23, which 
serves the north half of Wheeling, 
will be able to talk directly to Sta-
tion 24, which serves the south 
half. In the past, all communica-
tions between the stations, and be-
tween firefighters in the field and 
headquarters, had to go through 
police dispatch. 

"If there is an incident in the 
field that they aren't sure about, 
they will be able to speak to us di- 

rectly," Maclsaac said. 
When a call is dispatched with 

the present system, an 11-second 
warning tone flashes simulta-
neously to both stations, letting 
them know a call is coming. With 
the new system, there will be dif-
ferent warning tones, enabling 
firefighters to know which station 
is being called and whether the 
call is ambulance or fire-related. 
There will also be a special tone to 
signify calls that both stations 
should respond to. 

"It gets the mind set into the 
type of call you will be responding 
to," Maclsaac said. "There is a 
psychological benefit." 

The system is being purchased 
from and will be installed by Scan-
am of McHenry. 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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Wheeling chief is enforcing 
law and order among officers 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Four months had passed since 
Wheeling Police Chief Michael F. 
Haeger charged one of his officers 
with violating the department's dis-
ciplinary rules. 

Now, Haeger's quest for internal 
law and order is regaining momen-
tum, and the spotlight. Haeger re-
cently filed charges against Officer 
Robert Pressley, perhaps Wheeling's 
most controversial police officer of 
the 1980s. 

Haeger charges that Pressley, 
who has two lawsuits pending 
against Haeger, left the village lim-
its while on duty and brought a rook-
ie officer with him. Although 
Haeger's charges do not suggest a 
punishment for Pressley, he asks the 
village fire and police commission to 
"take appropiate action" for the al-
leged discipline code violations. 

Pressley's attorneys, however, 
claim the charges are evidence of 
Haeger's continued attempts to rid 
the department of its only black offi-
cer. 

The charges against Pressley 
mark the fifth time since January 
1989 that Haeger has publicly 
accused his officers of violating de-
partment disciplinary regulations. 
Not counting the disciplinary 
charges filed against officers that 
remain in personnel records, the 
public charges have resulted in the 
firing of one officer and suspension 
of three others. 

Here's a synopsis of the other 
charges: 

• Richard R. Imber, a 10-year de-
partment veteran, was fired in April 
1989 on gambling and battery 
charges. 

Michael J. Staufenbiel 

• Michael T. Rompala, a 21-year 
officer, was suspended for 10 days in 
June last year for his unauthorized 
participation in a high-speed car 
chase, which was handled by other 
police departments and ended in Chi-
cago. 

• Michael J. Staufenbiel, an 18-
year veteran and sergeant, was sus-
pended for 21 days last September 
after he upended the village flag and 
left it in a garbage can. 

■ Adrian D. Russell, a 12-year of-
ficer, was suspended for 30 days for 
putting himself and others in a dan-
gerous situation when he handled a 
call concerning a man described as 
violent, hostile, paranoid and armed 
with two guns. Russell's job per-
formance also was unsatisfactory 
when he allowed a robbery suspect 
to escape his custody, commission-
ers ruled. 

While some officers allege in off-
the-record talks that the controversy 
also has resulted in low morale in 
the department, Haeger justifies  

Robert Pressley 

those short-term effects with his de-
termination to run a by-the-books 
department. 

"If the person continues to make 
the wrong choice and can't comply 
with the system, then that person —
they themselves — are choosing to 
seek consequences and sometimes 
those consequences result in severe 
disciplinary action or having to 
make a decision to terminate some-
one from the department," Haeger 
said."That's one of my responsibili-
ties as a chief is to ensure that the 
rules of the department are com-
plied with." 

When Haeger left the Woodridge 
Police Department eight years ago 
to join the Wheeling Police Depart-
ment, he said he took the job "be-
cause of the challenge of taking the 
department from where it was and 
building it back up to where the men 
and the community can be proud of 
it." 

"I want to forget the past and look 
ahead," Haeger said in a 1982 Daily 

f the person con-
tinues to make the 
wrong choice and 
can't comply with the 
system, then that per-
son — they them-
selves — are choosing 
to seek consequences 
and sometimes those 
consequences result in 
severe disciplinary ac-
tion or having to make 
a decision to termi-
nate someone from 
the department. That's 
one of my responsibili-
ties as a chief — to 
ensure that the rules 
of the department are 
complied with" 

— Michael F. Haeger 
Wheeling Police Chief 

Herald interview. "If the past starts 
to sneak up, I'll be able to hold it off 
and not allow the department to be-
come embroiled in controversy." 

Haeger was referring then to a 
lawsuit filed by 11 officers against 
the former police chief and several 
former village officials, claiming 
they had tampered with promotion 
test results. 

Haeger said he has met the chal-
lenge he set back eight years ago. 

"I think it's been met, but I ha-
ven't met it alone," Haeger said. "I 
think it's been that this police agency 
has met that challenge, and I do be-
lieve that they have re-established 
their reputation in this community. 
So what may have started off as a 
singular challenge for me as the 
chief executive quite quickly became 
the challenge of the agency as a 
group." 

Haeger says his goal is to bring 
the department up to the standards 
that he and village leaders expect of 
those who serve and protect. Those 

See POLICE on Page 3 
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Wheeling Police Department chronology 
Date Officer Charge Resolution 

1-89 Richard R. Imber Gambling, battery, disorderly conduct Fired 4-89, 
under appeal 

5-89 Michael T. Rompala Leaving village limits while on duty, Suspended 6-89 
interfering with another department, for 10 days 
failing to use emergency lights and sirens, 
failing to stop car chase 

6-89 Michael J. Staufenbiel Showing disrespect for the village Suspended 9-89 
for 21 days, 
Resigned 4-90 

12-89 Adrian D. Russell Unsatisfactory job performance, Suspended 4-90 
incompetence for 30 days 

7-90 Robert Pressley Leaving village limits while on duty, Pending 
taking a break during first two hours Sept. 13 hearing 
of shift, taking a break in excess of 
15 minutes, failing to perform duties 
as field training officer, untruthful 
during administrative review 

Continued from Page 1 

who don't live up to the standards 
are not the ones Haeger says he 
wants representing the village. 

"If the community, the police de-
partment itself and the village lead-
ers want to come to me and say we 
will tolerate that kind of behavior, 
then I can begin to make some choic-
es, but I'm not getting that message 
from this community, from this po-
lice department or from the corpo-
rate authorities," Haeger added. 

The actions of the village's fire 
and police commissioners serve as 
testimony of their support of 
Haeger's management style, as do 
comments by village leaders. 

"We want to have very high stand-
ards for our police department and 
all village employees," Village Pres-
ident Sheila H. Schultz said. "We're 
serious about that. I think consisten-
cy is very important. We think it's 
been a fair process and we support 
the chief in that." 

Although officers are reluctant to 
speak publicly about the depart-
ment, perhaps the most blatant ges-
ture came from former Sgt. Michael 
J. Staufenbiel and his symbolic dis-
play of discord. But before that, his 
case was precipitated by another 
disciplinary hearing of a fellow offi-
cer. 

Richard Imber 
In January 1989, Haeger charged 

Richard R. Imber with gambling, 
battery and disorderly conduct 
stemming from three separate inci-
dents that occurred at a village res-
taurant the previous year.  

that "the public thinks we're a bunch 
of yahoos" because of the discipli-
nary hearings. 

"If they (village officials) have a 
question about anybody's dedication, 
they shouldn't," Staufenbiel said, 
"because everyone is dedicated." 

Another lawsuit 
In yet another case related to the 

Imber charges, a 17-year depart-
ment veteran filed a lawsuit in May 
against Haeger, the fire and police 
commission and two other officers. 

Officer Robert L. MacDonald 
claims he was passed over for a pro-
motion to sergeant because of his re-
lationship to Imber, the officer fired 
for gambling. 

As a "close friend" of Imber, Mac-
Donald claims he was next on the 
promotion list to replace Staufen-
biel, the sergeant who resigned. 
MacDonald's lawsuit charges that 
his First Amendment right to free 
speech had been violated. He is seek-
ing a judicial review of the commis-
sion's proceedings, a reversal of 
commissioners' decision and a pro-
motion to sergeant. 

Robert Pressley 
In his latest charges, Haeger ac-

cuses Pressley of violating depart-
ment codes that prohibit officers 
from taking breaks within the first 
two hours of their shifts and taking 
breaks which exceed 15 minutes. 

In the charges, Haeger states 
Pressley went to a gas station just 
outside village boundaries on at least 
four occasions while on duty last Oc-
tober and November. Several times, 
Pressley also took a nrnhatinnar.,  

testimony for Pressley. 

Michael Rompala and Haeger's de-
fense 

In the time between the Staufen-
biel and Imber hearings, police offi-
cer Michael T. Rompala, a 20-year 
veteran, was suspended for 10 days 
for his unauthorized participation in 
a high-speed car chase that ended in 
Chicago. 

Haeger says he is concerned that 
the public hearings may reflect 

i
g 

 poorly on his departm and that 
the officers are not te nized for 
the good work they do. t, he adds, 
residents, overall, notice the im-
provements he has made. 

"I think the community is very 
pleased with this police department 
and the service we provide," Haeger 
said. "But it's the isolated incidents 
that become public that I think 
bothers the people that they are pub-
lic because it reflects poorly on them 
(officers). So all the good that they 
do by the way they perform their job 
is sort of looked at in a, negative  

manner. It's like the old proverbial 
'one bad apple spoils the barrel' and 
it's not true." 

Although not publicly, some offi-
cers and former department em-
ployees contend that Haeger is 
trying to reform the department and 
rid it of its old regime, starting with 
officers with at least 10 years' ten-
ure on the Wheeling police force. 

Haeger denies the charge. 
"I don't think we can blame our 

problems that we are experiencing 
today totally on the past and if we 
were to blame it on the past, I think 
it would be pure conjecture," Haeger 
said. "I think those of us who are 
here today are responsible for the 
problems of today. Enough time has 
passed that it can no longer be 
blamed on the past." 

Some people, including former 
Wheeling Police Chief Marvin 
"Syke" Horcher, say the officers 
fear retribution if they say anything 
negative about the department. 

Haeger says the fear is unfounded. 
"I don't think it's fear of retribu- _  

tion that may be why an officer 
makes a choice not to talk," Haeger 
said. "I think it may be they don't 
want to create additional controver-
sy. I think they recognize that, yes, 
the department may have some con-
troversy going on. But it could be 
minor controversy in relationship to 
everything else that's going on that's 
positive." 

Whether retribution is real or only 
a fear is unknown. But it has result-
ed in a tight-lipped department 
about some very public issues. 

To prove his "bad apple" point 
further, Haeger recently surveyed 
his officers on their opinions about 
the departrpent. 

"I heard lots of very positive com-
ments," Haeger said. "I also heard a 
lot of pride in this police depart-
ment. They sometimes wonder why 
it has to keep being rehashed. What 
purpose is it serving?" 

"I think they have confidence in 
the system that's here," Haeger add-
ed. "Certainly there's officers that 
are critical of it because they ha- 
- 
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those who serve and protect. Those der in departme during administrative review 
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who don't live up to the standards 
are not the ones Haeger says he 
wants representing the village. 

"If the community, the police de-
partment itself and the village lead-
ers want to come to me and say we 
will tolerate that kind of behavior, 
then I can begin to make some choic-
es, but I'm not getting that message 
from this community, from this po-
lice department or from the corpo-
rate authorities," Haeger added. 

The actions of the village's fire 
and police commissioners serve as 
testimony of their support of 
Haeger's management style, as do 
comments by village leaders. 

"We want to have very high stand-
ards for our police department and 
all village employees," Village Pres-
ident Sheila H. Schultz said. "We're 
serious about that. I think consisten-
cy is very important. We think it's 
been a fair process and we support 
the chief in that." 

Although officers are reluctant to 
speak publicly about the depart-
ment, perhaps the most blatant ges-
ture came from former Sgt. Michael 
J. Staufenbiel and his symbolic dis-
play of discord. But before that, his 
case was precipitated by another 
disciplinary hearing of a fellow offi-
cer. 

Richard Imber 
In January 1989, Haeger charged 

Richard R. Imber with gambling, 
battery and disorderly conduct 
stemming from three separate inci-
dents that occurred at a village res-
taurant the previous year. 

Throughout Imber's emotional dis-
ciplinary hearings, which ended 
three months later with Imber being 
fired, officers packed the village hall 
in support of the officer. Several of 
them, including Staufenbiel, also tes-
tified to Imber's character. But, af-
ter seven hours of testimony from 
eight character witnesses, the three-
member commission fired Imber. 

"I don't think any police depart-
ment that is of the caliber of this one 
is going to tolerate that kind of be-
havior, nor do they want to tolerate 
that kind of behavior," Haeger said. 
"I do believe that the men and wom-
en of this department wish it didn't 
become public all the time or that is 
has to be spread across the papers 
all the time." 

"If the community wants an offi-
cer who gambles in the restaurants 
Co be a member of their police force, 
that's a choice they make," Haeger 
said. "If the department wants an of-
ficer who makes mistakes and could 
endanger them, that's a choice they 
make. But I also have choices to 
make and I will continue to manage 
this department in a manner in 
which I feel is best for everyone con-
cerned." 

Michael Staufenbiel 
Shocked by the severity of the 

commission's punishment against 
Imber, Michael J. Staufenbiel 
stormed inside the village hall 
chambers as it was clearing that 
early April morning after Imber's 
hearing. 

Angry at the outcome of the hear-
ing, Staufenbiel turned the village 
flag upside, resting it in a garbage 
can against the back wall. The for-
mer sergeant said he was discour-
aged by the ruling. He said he had 
expected Imber to receive only a 
suspension. 

Two months later, Haeger 
charged Staufenbiel with showing 
disrespect for the village flag and 
said the action would impair the ser-
geant's ability to supervise other 
members of the department. Haeger 
sought to demote Staufenbiel, who 
successfully defended himself 
against the charges. 

"Mike Staufenbiel had a choice," 
Haeger said. "He chose to walk up 
and turn a flag upside down. He act-
ed out in a manner that I would not 
perceive as appropriate for him in a 
supervisory capacity ... Mike had a 
difficult time supervising within the 
parameters of this police depart-
ment. Yet he made a choice." 

This past spring, Staufenbiel and 
his wife, Elizabeth, also a Wheeling 
police officer, moved to Colorado "to 
get as far away from Wheeling as 
possible." 

"I want to go," Staufenbiel said af-
ter handing in his resignation, there-
by ending an 18-year career with the 
department. "I'm tired of it. I want 
to go elsewhere." 

Staufenbiel said he had become 
frustrated with the police depart-
ment. He said it was unfortunate 
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that "the public thinks we're a bunch 
of yahoos" because of the discipli-
nary hearings. 

"If they (village officials) have a 
question about anybody's dedication, 
they shouldn't," Staufenbiel said, 
"because everyone is dedicated." 

Another lawsuit 
In yet another case related to the 

Imber charges, a 17-year depart-
ment veteran filed a lawsuit in May 
against Haeger, the fire and police 
commission and two other officers. 

Officer Robert L. MacDonald 
claims he was passed over for a pro-
motion to sergeant because of his re-
lationship to Imber, the officer fired 
for gambling. 

As a "close friend" of Imber, Mac-
Donald claims he was next on the 
promotion list to replace Staufen-
biel, the sergeant who resigned. 
MacDonald's lawsuit charges that 
his First Amendment right to free 
speech had been violated. He is seek-
ing a judicial review of the commis-
sion's proceedings, a reversal of 
commissioners' decision and a pro-
motion to sergeant. 

Robert Pressley 
In his latest charges, Haeger ac-

cuses Pressley of violating depart-
ment codes that prohibit officers 
from taking breaks within the first 
two hours of their shifts and taking 
breaks which exceed 15 minutes. 

In the charges, Haeger states 
Pressley went to a gas station just 
outside village boundaries on at least 
four occasions while on duty last Oc-
tober and November. Several times, 
Pressley also took a probationary 
police officer with him to the gas 
station while Pressley was training 
the rookie, the charges state. When 
questioned about the breaks, Press-
ley did not tell the truth, according 
to the charges. 

Pressley's attorney says the 
charges represent Haeger's attempt 
to retaliate against the officer for 
his controversial history with the vil-
lage. 

"We think there is an ulterior mo-
tive that these charges were filed 
against Bob Pressley," said Alan M. 
Freedman, Pressley's attorney. 
"They are related to the charges 
previously brought against Officer 
Pressley." 

While Pressley awaits a Sept. 13 
village fire and police commission 
hearing for the disciplinary charges 
pending against him, his two law-
suits against the village still are 
pending in the courts. 

In his first 1983 racial discrimina-
tion lawsuit against the village, 
Pressley charged that Haeger denied 
him salary increases and falsely 
accused him of illicit sexual activity 
in a case that was later dropped by 
the fire and police commission. The 
discrimination case still is pending 
before the U.S. District Court. 

And in April, Pressley, who has 
been suspended three times since 
1985, filed another lawsuit against 
Haeger and the village. In that case, 
which also still is pending, Pressley 
seeks unspecified punitive and com-
pensatory damages as a result of a 
gag, order Haeger imposed on the of-
ficer last spring. 

Adrian Russell 
During a break from a village fire 

and police commission disciplinary 
hearing last March for officer Adri-
an D. Russell, Haeger said he 
overheard Pressley tell reporters 
that he would have a statement for 
them the next day regarding Rus-
sell's case. 

Russell was defending his actions, 
which Haeger claimed were unsatis-
factory and incompetent, at the 
scene of a burglary and at a call con-
cerning a dangerous suspect last 
year. 

Haeger warned Pressley not to 
speak about any pending cases and 
the charges against Russell, who is 
expected to be a key witness in 
Pressley's racial discrimination tri-
al. 

A U.S. District judge supported 
Pressley's claim that Haeger violat-
ed his civil rights and ruled that the 
gag order imposed by Haeger was 
unconstitutional. The judge issued a 
preliminary injunction allowing 
Pressley to comment on the pending 
case. But Pressley still is seeking 
damages as a result of Haeger's cen-
sorship. 

Russell escaped firing on charges 
of incompetence and unsatisfactory 
job performance. But Russell and his 
attorney, James R. Truschke, still 
claim Haeger drummed up the 
charges to discredit Russell in his  

testimony for Pressley. 

Michael Rompala and Haeger's de-
fense 

In the time between the Staufen-
biel and Imber hearings, police offi-
cer Michael T. Rompala, a 20-year 
veteran, was suspended for 10 days 
for his unauthorized participation in 
a high-speed car chase that ended in 
Chicago. 

Haeger says he is concerned that 
the public hearings may reflect 
poorly on his department and that 
the officers are not recognized for 
the good work they do. But, he adds, 
residents, overall, notice the im-
provements he has made. 

"I think the community is very 
pleased with this police department 
and the service we provide," Haeger 
said. "But it's the isolated incidents 
that become public that I think 
bothers the people that they are pub-
lic because it reflects poorly on them 
(officers). So all the good that they 
do by the way they perform their job 
is sort of looked at in a, negative  

manner. It's like the old proverbial 
'one bad apple spoils the barrel' and 
it's not true." 

Although not publicly, some offi-
cers and former department em-
ployees contend that Haeger is 
trying to reform the department and 
rid it of its old regime, starting with 
officers with at least 10 years' ten-
ure on the Wheeling police force. 

Haeger denies the charge. 
"I don't think we can blame our 

problems that we are experiencing 
today totally on the past and if we 
were to blame it on the past, I think 
it would be pure conjecture," Haeger 
said. "I think those of us who are 
here today are responsible for the 
problems of today. Enough time has 
passed that it can no longer be 
blamed on the past." 

Some people, including former 
Wheeling Police Chief Marvin 
"Syke" Horcher, say the officers 
fear retribution if they say anything 
negative about the department. 

Haeger says the fear is unfounded. 
"I don't think it's fear of retribu- 

tion that may be why an officer 
makes a choice not to talk," Haeger 
said. "I think it may be they don't 
want to create additional controver-
sy. I think they recognize that, yes, 
the department may have some con-
troversy going on. But it could be 
minor controversy in relationship to 
everything else that's going on that's 
positive." 

Whether retribution is real or only 
a fear is unknown. But it has result-
ed in a tight-lipped department 
about some very public issues. 

To prove his "bad apple" point 
further, Haeger recently surveyed 
his officers on their opinions about 
the departipent. 

"I heard lots of very positive com-
ments," Haeger said. "I also heard a 
lot of pride in this police depart-
ment. They sometimes wonder why 
it has to keep being rehashed. What 
purpose is it serving?" 

"I think they have confidence in 
the system that's here," Haeger add-
ed. "Certainly there's officers that 
are critical of it because they ha- 
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der in department 

Haeger's charges do not suggest a 
punishment for Pressley, he asks the 
village fire and police commission to 
"take appropiate action" for the al-
leged discipline code violations. 

Pressley's attorneys, however, 
claim the charges are evidence of 
Haeger's continued attempts to rid 
the department of its only black offi-
cer. 

The charges against Pressley 
mark the fifth time since January 
1989 that Haeger has publicly 
accused his officers of violating de-
partment disciplinary regulations. 
Not counting the disciplinary 
charges filed against officers that 
remain in personnel records, the 
public charges have resulted in the 
firing of one officer and suspension 
of three others. 

Here's a synopsis of t'le other 
charges: 

■ Richard R. Imber, a 10-year de-
partment veteran, was fired in April 
1989 on gambling and battery 
charges. 

■ Michael T. Rompala, a 21-year 
officer, was suspended for 10 days in 
June last year for his unauthorized 
participation in a high-speed car 
chase, which was handled by other 
police departments and ended in Chi-
cago. 

■ Michael J. Staufenbiel, an 18-
year veteran and sergeant, was sus-
pended for 21 days last September 
after he upended the village flag and 
left it in a garbage can. 

■ Adrian D. Russell, a 12-year of-
ficer, was suspended for 30 days for 
putting himself and others in a dan-
gerous situation when he handled a 
call concerning a man described as 
violent, hostile, paranoid and armed 
with two guns. Russell's job per-
formance also was unsatisfactory 
when he allowed a robbery suspect 
to escape his custody, commission-
ers ruled. 

While some officers allege in off-
the-record talks that the controversy 
also has resulted in low morale in 
the department, Haeger justifies  

those short-term effects with his de-
termination to run a by-the-books 
department. 

"If the person continues to make 
the wrong choice and can't comply 
with the system, then that person —
they themselves — are choosing to 
seek consequences and sometimes 
those consequences result in severe 
disciplinary action or having to 
make a decision to terminate some-
one from the department," Haeger 
said."That's one of my responsibili-
ties as a chief is to ensure that the 
rules of the department are com-
plied with." 

When Haeger left the Woodridge 
Police Department eight years ago 
to join the Wheeling Police Depart-
ment, he said he took the job "be-
cause of the challenge of taking the 
department from where it was and 
building it back up to where the men 
and the community can be proud of 
it." 

"I want to forget the past and look 
ahead," Haeger said in a 1982 Daily 

selves — are choosing 
to seek consequences 
and sometimes those 
consequences result in 
severe disciplinary ac-
tion or having to make 
a decision to termi-
nate someone from 
the department. That's 
one of my responsibili-
ties as a chief — to 
ensure that the rules 
of the department are 
complied with" 

— Michael F. Haeger 
Wheeling Police Chief 

Herald interview. "If the past starts 
to sneak up, I'll be able to hold it off 
and not allow the department to be-
come embroiled in controversy." 

Haeger was referring then to a 
lawsuit filed by 11 officers against 
the former police chief and several 
former village officials, claiming 
they had tampered with promotion 
test results. 

Haeger said he has met the chal-
lenge he set back eight years ago. 

"I think it's been met, but I ha-
ven't met it alone," Haeger said. "I 
think it's been that this police agency 
has met that challenge, and I do be-
lieve that they have re-established 
their reputation in this community. 
So what may have started off as a 
singular challenge for me as the 
chief executive quite quickly became 
the challenge of the agency as a 
group." 

Haeger says his goal is to bring 
the department up to the standards 
that he and village leaders expect of 
those who serve and protect. Those 

See POLICE on Page 3 

Wheeling Police Department chronology 
Date Officer Charge Resolution 

1-89 Richard R. lmber Gambling, battery, disorderly conduct Fired 4-89, 
under appeal 

5-89 Michael T. Rompala Leaving village limits while on duty, Suspended 6-89 
interfering with another department, for 10 days 
failing to use emergency lights and sirens, 
failing to stop car chase 

6-89 Michael J. Staufenbiel Showing disrespect for the village Suspended 9-89 
for 21 days, 
Resigned 4-90 

12-89 Adrian D. Russell Unsatisfactory job performance, Suspended 4-90 
incompetence for 30 days 

7-90 Robert Pressley Leaving village limits while on duty, Pending 
taking a break during first two hours Sept. 13 hearing 
of shift, taking a break in excess of 
15 minutes, failing to perform duties 
as field training officer, untruthful 
during administrative review 

Continued from Page 1 

who don't live up to the standards 
are not the ones Haeger says he 
wants representing the village. 

"If the community, the police de-
partment itself and the village lead-
ers want to come to me and say we 
will tolerate that kind of behavior, 
then I can begin to make some choic-
es, but I'm not getting that message 
from this community, from this po-
lice department or from the corpo-
rate authorities," Haeger added. 

The actions of the village's fire 
and police commissioners serve as 
testimony of their support of 
Haeger's management style, as do 
comments by village leaders. 

"We want to have very high stand-
ards for our police department and 
all village employees," Village Pres-
ident Sheila H. Schultz said. "We're 
serious about that. I think consisten-
cy is very important. We think it's 
been a fair process and we support 
the chief in that." 

Although officers are reluctant to 
speak publicly about the depart-
ment, perhaps the most blatant ges-
ture came from former Sgt. Michael 
J. Staufenbiel and his symbolic dis-
play of discord. But before that, his 
case was precipitated by another 
disciplinary hearing of a fellow offi-
cer.  

that "the public thinks we're a bunch 
of yahoos" because of the discipli-
nary hearings. 

"If they (village officials) have a 
question about anybody's dedication, 
they shouldn't," Staufenbiel said, 
"because everyone is dedicated." 

Another lawsuit 
In yet another case related to the 

Imber charges, a 17-year depart-
ment veteran filed a lawsuit in May 
against Haeger, the fire and police 
commission and two other officers. 

Officer Robert L. MacDonald 
claims he was passed over for a pro-
motion to sergeant because of his re-
lationship to Imber, the officer fired 
for gambling. 

As a "close friend" of Imber, Mac-
Donald claims he was next on the 
promotion list to replace Staufen-
biel, the sergeant who resigned. 
MacDonald's lawsuit charges that 
his First Amendment right to free 
speech had been violated. He is seek-
ing a judicial review of the commis-
sion's proceedings, a reversal of 
commissioners' decision and a pro-
motion to sergeant. 

Robert Pressley 
In his latest charges, Haeger ac-

cuses Pressley of violating depart-
ment codes that prohibit officers 
from taking breaks within the first  

testimony for Pressley. 

Michael Rompala and Haeger's de-
fense 

In the time between the Staufen-
biel and Imber hearings, police offi-
cer Michael T. Rompala, a 20-year 
veteran, was suspended for 10 days 
for his unauthorized participation in 
a high-speed car chase that ended in 
Chicago. 

Haeger says he is concerned that 
the public hearings may reflect 
poorly on his department and that 
the officers are not recognized for 
the good work they do. But, he adds, 
residents, overall, notice the im-
provements he has made. 

"I think the community is very 
pleased with this police department 
and the service we provide," Haeger 
said. "But it's the isolated incidents 
that become public that I think 
bothers the people that they are pub-
lic because it reflects poorly on them 
(officers). So all the good that they 
do by the way they perform their job 
is sort of looked at in a negative  

manner. It's like the old proverbial 
`one bad apple spoils the barrel' and 
it's not true." 

Although not publicly, some offi-
cers and former department em-
ployees contend that Haeger is 
trying to reform the department and 
rid it of its old regime, starting with 
officers with at least 10 years' ten-
ure on the Wheeling police force. 

Haeger denies the charge. 
"I don't think we can blame our 

problems that we are experiencing 
today totally on the past and if we 
were to blame it on the past, I think 
it would be pure conjecture," Haeger 
said. "I think those of us who are 
here today are responsible for the 
problems of today. Enough time has 
passed that it can no longer be 
blamed on the past." 

Some people, including former 
Wheeling Police Chief Marvin 
"Syke" Horcher, say the officers 
fear retribution if they say anything 
negative about the department. 

Haeger says the fear is unfounded. 
"I don't think it's fear of retribu- 

tion that may be why an officer 
makes a choice not to talk," Haeger 
said. "I think it may be they don't 
want to create additional controver-
sy. I think they recognize that, yes, 
the department may have some con-
troversy going on. But it could be 
minor controversy in relationship to 
everything else that's going on that's 
positive." 

Whether retribution is real or only 
a fear is unknown. But it has result-
ed in a tight-lipped department 
about some very public issues. 

To prove his "bad apple" point 
further, Haeger recently surveyed 
his officers on their opinions about 
the departrpent. 

"I heard lots of very positive com-
ments," Haeger said. "I also heard a 
lot of pride in this police depart-
ment. They sometimes wonder why 
it has to keep being rehashed. What 
purpose is it serving?" 

I think they have confidence in 
the system that's here," Haeger add-
ed. "Certainly there's officers that 
are critical of it because they ha- 

ven't been able to comply with it. 
And if they would comply as opposed 
to continually deviating from it, then 
maybe they wouldn't be so critical 
and maybe their morale wouldn't be 
so low. It's not a difficult system in 
which to comply. It's a set of rules... 
If they don't want to comply with the 
rules as they're established, they 
have to anticipate that they're going 
to have consequences." 

Meanwhile, Haeger says he'll con-
tinue to run the department like he 
has, bringing law and order to the 
community, starting with his own 
employees. 

"I am a very open and honest po-
lice chief," Haeger said. "I'm a very 
ethical police chief. And I have very 
high standards of performance and 
high standards or expectations of the 
personnel that are going to be on the 
police department that I manage. If 
people can't comply with those 
standards, and again they make 
choices not to comply, then I have a 
responsibility to this department and 
to the community to take appropri-
ate actions." 
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Forrest Muschewske 

Sheila Schultz (left), the village president of Wheeling, and Kathy Ryg, the 
village clerk of Vernon Hills, are not only a part of the trend of increasing 
involvement by women in politics, they also have the relatively unique 
distinction of being a mother-daughter political team. 

ordinances and legal documents and 
representing the village at 
community events. 

A Wheeling resident since 1956, 
Schultz has been involved in the 
village's political scene for nearly 20 
years. Her political activity was a 
gradual extension of the activities 
she was engaged in at the time her 
family moved to the community. 
Raising seven children kept her 
busy, but she still found time to 
work part-time as a librarian and 
participate in school and church 
organizations. 

village trustee position in 1979, 
which was the start of her political 
career. 

"The (then-current village) 
president held opposing political 
views and I was asked by other 
elected officials to run for office," 
said Schultz. "It was a compliment 
and I had a lot of good support. 
However, the point is not attaining 
the office, the point is to effect the 
kind of positive change you want to 
happen. If you can be part of that 
and make it happen, I think that's 
the real motivation." 

While holding a position on the 
village board, Schultz campaigned 
for village president in 1981. She 
won the election, beating the 
incumbent by 93 votes and became 
the first female to hold the position 
in Wheeling. She was re-elected in 
1985 and 1989. 

Schultz' daughter, Ryg, had a 
similar start in politics. 

"Like mom, I never planned to 
run for a political position," Ryg 
said. "I think people perceive 

ng a political office as 
so ething other than what it really 
is. It almost evolves from being 
involved in campaigns for people 

Filling a void 
"I never had a political goal or 

timetable. It was a matter of filling a 
void and working to meet a need," 
said Schultz. "I think that is 
generally true of the women I know 
in politics." 

In 1971, Schultz was asked to 
become a campaign manager and 
through this experience she gained 
an understanding and respect for 
the local political movement in 
Wheeling. 

Schultz' desire to initiate a forum 
for change resulted in her winning a 

        

• A matriarchal political dynasty 
By JANE LEMME 

T
he face of politics is changing 
— literally. More women are 
seeking and winning political 
positions on all levels of 

government and their participation 
is effecting change in the political 
arena. 

In fact, women in politics "firsts" 
are becoming fewer as the 90s begin. 
But one effect of the increasing 
number of women in politics can 
still be considered a novel concept: a 
matriarchal political dynasty. 

Wheeling Village President Sheila 
Schultz is proud that her daughter, 
Vernon Hills Village Clerk Kathy 
Ryg, has followed in her footsteps of 
community government 
involvement. And, by sharing that 
common bond, Schultz has found 
someone with whom to share the 
trials and tribulations of public 
service. 

On a local level, serving in an 
elected position requires the ability 
to effectively juggle time and 
schedules and, often, to work long 
hours. Schultz and Ryg can certainly 
attest to this. 

Schultz, village president of 
Wheeling since 1981, recently 
attended a board meeting that didn't 
break up until 4 a.m. Ryg, Vernon 
Hills' village clerk since 1989, 
combines a busy schedule 
organizing the village's business 
with assisting in such events as the 
annual Vernon Hills' annual 
Summer Celebration summer 
festival. 

Similarities 
Both are dynamic women and 

similarities between mother and 
daughter go beyond physical 
characteristics. They are out-going, 
gracious, articulate and very, very, 
busy. 

Schultz combines a full-time 
position at Wheeling's Indian Trails 
Library with her part-time position 
as chief elected official of Wheeling. 

In her elected position, Schultz 
initiates policy, manages the 
village's legal matters, chairs village 
board meetings and still finds time 
to preside as president of the 
Northeastern Illinois Planning 
Commission and Wheeling's Liquor 
Commission. She is also chairman of 
the Solid Waste Committee and a 
member of the Northwest Municipal 
Conference. 

Her daughter, Ryg, is serving a 
four-year term as village clerk. Ryg's 
full-time position keeps her busy 
maintaining all the village's records, 
serving the village board by keeping 
minutes, preparing and recording  

you want to support or being 
involved in a community event." 

Mom's influence 
Growing up with a politically 

active mother, Ryg readily took to 
campaign management and, along 
with her siblings, actively supported 
her mother's campaigns. 

Schultz' campaign strategy is to 
go to the people — door-to-door —
and it often meant long hours, sore 
feet and braving foul weather. 

"We were always encouraged to 
be open to new experiences and to 
learn to question and find out more. 
If there was something to do, we 
were encouraged to go out and do 
it," said Ryg. 

After obtaining a master's degree, 
Ryg was working as assistant 
director of Arlington Heights' 
Northwest Mental Health Center 
when she decided to take the plunge 
into politics and campaign for the 
village clerk's position. 

Her entry into politics involved a 
full-out family effort, beginning with 
the encouragement and support of 
her mother, who helped her 
campaign all the way to the polls, 
where she accompanied Ryg on 
election day. Ryg also enlisted the 
help of her father, sister and 
brothers, and her two young 
daughters, Karyn and Lindsay, who 
accompanied their mother on her 
door-to-door campaign throughout 
the community. 

"I knocked on doors for three 
months, every day, all day. It was a 
lot of hard work, but it was a 
wonderful opportunity and very 
gratifying because on election day, 
standing at the polls, a lot of people 
came up to me and said, 'You're the 
only person that I really met.' 
Fortunately, Vernon Hills is still the 
size that is workable to do that kind 
of campaigning," said Ryg. 

Grandma's story 
A strong family bond and spirit of 

support between Ryg and Schultz is 
evident. In a recent interview, 
Schultz turned to Ryg and asked if 
she could tell her "grandmother 
story." 

"In 1985, when I was 
campaigning, Karyn was five and 
Lindsay was three and Kathy got the 
girls to help campaign. It was a 
tough campaign. I had three 
opponents at the time and we did a 
lot of door-to-door campaigning. The 
Sunday after the election, we were 
coming home from church and 
Lindsay said, 'Are we going to pass 
papers today?' I told her no, the 
election's over and Lindsay said, 'Oh 

(Continued on next page) 
good, 1 was getting so tired!' " 

Ryg's favorite campaign 
story occurred during her bid 
for village clerk. 

"During the election, the 
girls worked really hard with 
me. I was doing a car pool 
and out of the five kids in 
the car, four of them had one 
or the other of their parents 
campaigning for something," 
Ryg said. "The kids were full 
of buttons and it didn't 
matter to them that people 
were running against each 
other, they all wore the 
buttons." 

In the first year of her 
newly won position, Ryg 
gives full credit to her 
mother, not only for helping 
her win her election, but for 
being her role model and 
providing early-life values, 
which eventually motivated 
her to serve her community. 

"The most important value 
my mother has given me is a 
belief that I can accomplish 

While mother and 
daughter have parallel views 
about social and government 
issues, differences between 
their generations and the 
strides that have been made 
is evident to both women. 

"I think it's very 
interesting in this community 
and among my 
contemporaries that our 
lifestyles are so different as 
wives and mothers than 
when I was growing up with 
mom being home and 
involved in the school and 
church," said Ryg. 

According to Schultz, 
while her contemporaries 
were involved in the same 
projects as her daughter's, 
there was no recognition of 
their contributions, nor did 
they look for or expect any. 

Both Schultz and Ryg 
believe that women have 
begun to reshape the political 
environment and their 
involvement has breathed at 
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aigns for people I (Continued on next page) 
good, 1 was getting so tired!' " 

Ryg's favorite campaign 
story occurred during her bid 
for village clerk. 

"During the election, the 
girls worked really hard with 
me. I was doing a car pool 
and out of the five kids in 
the car, four of them had one 
or the other of their parents 
campaigning for something," 
Ryg said. "The kids were full 
of buttons and it didn't 
matter to them that people 
were running against each 
other, they all wore the 
buttons." 

In the first year of her 
newly won position, Ryg 
gives full credit to her 
mother, not only for helping 
her win her election, but for 
being her role model and 
providing early-life values, 
which eventually motivated 
her to serve her community. 

"The most important value 
my mother has given me is a 
belief that I can accomplish 
anything I choose to 
accomplish — she's given me 
confidence in myself," said 
Ryg. 

What effect has it had on 
the mother/daughter 
relationship, having two 
politically involved 
participants in community 
government? Both women 
are quick to respond: 
"Great!" 

"It's wonderful ... a real 
bonus," said Schultz. "I've 
relied so much on Kathy's 
help previously and I was 
glad to help her with her 
campaign. But I think the 
nicest thing is to be able to 
talk to someone you're close 
to that understands your 
frustrations and excitement. 
And now the fun part is to go 
to public events and say, 
'This is my daughter and she, 
too, is an elected official.' " 

As for their views on 
issues, there seems to be no 
generation-gap between 
mother and daughter. Both 
agree they share similar 
viewpoints about local, state 
and national issues. 

"I think ecologically and 
environmentally, we're both 
very much the same," said 
Schultz. 

An issue which both 
mother and daughter discuss 
often, is Sheila's race for the 
Cook County board. She was 
slated by the Democratic 
Party and won the primary 
election. She is now 
preparing for a hard 
campaign before the 
November elections. 

There's a sense of sadness 
in Schultz' voice as she talks 
about her next political move. 
Her tenure as village 
president holds many fond 
memories of campaigns 
fought and won, a 
community that grew and 
changed under her direction 
and friendships made 
thorough public service 
affiliations. 

While mother and 
daughter have parallel views 
about social and government 
issues, differences between 
their generations and the 
strides that have been made 
is evident to both women. 

"I think it's very 
interesting in this community 
and among my 
contemporaries that our 
lifestyles are so different as 
wives and mothers than 
when I was growing up with 
mom being home and 
involved in the school and 
church," said Ryg. 

According to Schultz, 
while her contemporaries 
were involved in the same 
projects as her daughter's, 
there was no recognition of 
their contributions, nor did 
they look for or expect any. 

Both Schultz and Ryg 
believe that women have 
begun to reshape the political 
environment and their 
involvement has breathed at 
least a little fresh air into the 
smoke-filled, often 
antagonistic, political 
chambers of the 
not-so-distant past. 

"I see a more cooperative, 
rather than an adversary, 
way of government. Women 
aren't afraid to ask for help 
or admit they don't know 
something," says Schultz. "A 
young man, who is a dynamic 
and involved public servant 
working for a government 
official, said to me, 'Women 
have networking that the 
good old boys wouldn't think 
of.' But we don't think of it 
as networking, it's just 
automatic that you would 
discuss and relate with other 
women. Men do it on another 
level." 

Schultz is encouraged by 
women's involvement and 
visibility in politics, but adds, 
"I have a mayor friend who 
puts on a great show of 
saying, 'Women are going to 
take over the world.' My 
answer to him is when we 
reach 50 percent, we'll 
discuss it. When it's no 
longer a novelty, then I think 
we'll know what kind of an 
impact women are making." 

In her position, Ryg has 
had the opportunity to watch 
the women mayors from 
Vernon Hills, Mundelein and 
Libertyville work together. 
She admires the spirit of 
cooperativeness among the 
three women and their ability 
and desire to communicate 
with one another, in spite of 
holding separate agendas. 

Chairing or attending 
frequent board and 
commission meetings, 
Schultz interacts with a 
diverse group of citizens and 
public officials. In the larger 
groups and in smaller 
conferences with her peers, 
Schultz has heard comments 
that there is no difference 
between the sexes. "But I 
don't believe it and I don't 
want that to be true," she 
says. 



F-4,bay, fi alas-/-074,/q96 
Palwaukee plans approach final approval 
BY TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport's 
first development plan in eight years 
is one step closer to becoming offi-
cial. 

Airport commissioners recently 
approved the Airport Layout Plan, 
which now goes before the airport 
owners — Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights — for approval. From there, 
it goes to the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation for the final 
go-ahead.  

The plan maps out the major im-
provement and development proj-
ects in the airport's $83.59 million 
capital improvement program that 
was approved last spring. An updat-
ed, approved plan permits airport 
officials to apply for federal funding 
for the projects. 

"I think it's a very good docu-
ment," Airport Manager Fred E. 
Stewart said. "It follows the direc-
tion that we have received from the 
commission and the communities." 

Over the next 12 years, airport of-
ficials plan to relocate the intersec-
tion of Wolf and Hintz roads, realign  

the Wheeling Drainage Ditch, recon-
struct major runways and install a 
fence around the airport, according 
to the plans. 

The intersection must be moved 
west, in conformance with FAA 
standards, because the airport's 
main runway ends too close to the 
roads. The drainage ditch, which 
meanders through the airfield, also 
must be relocated because it, too, 
runs too close to the runway and 
places too many restrictions on land 
to be developed around the field. 

Several other steps must be com-
pleted before those projects become  

reality, though. Those steps, which 
are outlined year by year in the pro-
gram, include acquiring land around 
the intersection and demolishing 
several obstructions for aircraft us-
ing the airfield. Plans call for buying 
the Twin Drive-In theatre property 
on Milwaukee Avenue next year in 
order to relocate the drainage ditch 
there by 1993. 

The program also includes moving 
the airport's second largest runway 
to the southwest because it ends too 
close to some airplane storage hang-
ars. 

Pressley faces 
new charges 

New ban c„.. (UT 
After weighing concerns 

-7C 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

\ STAFF WRITER 
ip_e. 

Wheeling Police Chief 
Michael Haeger has an 
"ulterior motive" for bring-
ing new charges against 
Wheeling Police Officer 
Robert Pressley, Pressley's 
attorney has claimed. 

An attorney for Haeger 
denies that claim. 

The new charges allege 
that Pressley took too many 
breaks while on duty, at 
least some of which were 
outside the permissible 
area, and that he lied when 
questioned about the 
charges. They will be heard 
by the Wheeling Board of 
Fire and Police Commis-
sioners on Sept. 13. 

While refusing to specify 
the alleged motive for filing 
the charges, Pressley's 
attorney, Alan Friedman, 
implied he felt the charges 
were part of a pattern of 
alleged punitive steps taken 
by the department against 
his client. 

"Years later, they bring 
up these absurd charges," 
he said Tuesday of the alle-
gations, some of which refer 
to conduct said to have 
taken place nearly two years 
ago. "This is the best they 
can do to get at my client. 
You can draw your own con-
clusions." 

Civil suit 

Pressley filed a civil suit 
over seven years ago claim-
ing his Fourteenth Amend-
ment rights to equal protec-
tion were violated in 1983 
when the chief allegedly 
"retaliated" for the officer's 
successful challenge to a 
1982 suspension. • 

Haeger had suspended 
Pressley for allegedly break-
ing department rules of 
truthfulness in relation to a 
citizen's complaint that he'd 
engaged in sexual relations 
with a woman in a van 
parked outside The Original 
Granny's Restaurant, at 831 
W. Dundee Road. 

Following the board's 
reversal of that suspension, 
according to Pressley, he 
was unfairly disciplined. His 
attorneys have contended  

Pressley, who is black, was 
punished more severely 
than white officers who had 
committed more serious 
offenses. 

In addition, the suit con-
tends, fellow officers 
harassed Pressley with 
racial epithets and cartoons, 
activities in which Haeger 
failed to intervene. 

According to Friedman, 
the village board refused to 
approve an agreement 
which could have resolved 
those issues last year. 

Referring to the new 
charges, Friedman conceded 
that Pressley went beyond 
the allowable area to take 
breaks, but said other 
Wheeling officers had done 
the same, without punish-
ment. 

He added that Pressely 
was not lying when con-
fronted with the charges, 
but merely confused 
because of the time that 
had elapsed since the 
alleged offenses. 

"I couldn't remember 
where I was in October, 
1988," Friedman said. "But 
he should remember if he 
took two minute breaks? 
That's preposterous." 

Moreover, according to 
Friedman, some of Pres-
sley's allegedly unautho-
rized breaks were actually 
proper because Pressley 
called in to the station to 
notify the department he 
was taking them, a proce-
dure police rules permit. 

Noting that Haeger had 
been enjoined by a court 
from disciplining Pressley 
for "speaking out on rac-
ism," Friedman said, "This 
is an act of desperation by 
the chief." 

The attorney represent-
ing Haeger before the com-
mission, Steve Culliton, said 
his client "unequivocally 
was not motivated by any-
thing other than the duty 
the chief has to act on viola-
tions of rules of the depar-
ment." 

In addition, according to 
Culliton, "the matters that 
were brought to the atten-
tion of the chief were acted 
on promptly, once they 
came to his attention."  

about potential traffic prob-
lems, the Wheeling Village 
Board Monday narrowly 
approved construction of a 
proposed bank with a drive-
through. 

Richard Lucas, vice-
president and bank property 
manager for Household 
Bank, said the new bank 
could be open by early next 
spring at the northwest cor-
ner of Dundee Road and 
Huntington Lane. 

Village Manager Sheila 
Schultz, whose vote for the 
approval broke a 2-2 tie, said 
Tuesday she supported the 
plan because the village staff 
had adequately addressed 
traffic concerns. She said the 
6,320 square-foot bank would 
benefit Wheeling residents. 

Schultz pointed out that 
vehicles leaving the site 
would only be allowed to turn 
west onto Dundee Road, min-
imizing congestion at the 
bank. She added that the 
bank was expected to gener-
ate less traffic than a shop-
ping center." 

Shultz acknowledged, how-
ever, that "if it is successful, 
it does create traffic, so we're 
kind of caught in a box." 

Lucas told the board traffic 

• 
wins a 

from the one story bank was 
unlikely to burden the area 
because cars do not exit drive 
through facilities in a steady 
stream, but "more or less 
creep out." 

But Trustees James Whit-
tington and Elizabeth Hart-
mann were not convinced. 
They voted against the pro-
posal after grilling Lucas on 
whether vehicles entering 
and leaving the bank would 
create added congestion. 

Hartman said he felt a 
potential for accidents might 
exist. 

Whittington said one 
access point to the bank 
would require motorists to 
make a difficult turn, particu-
larly in winter weather. 

"Everybody is going to use 
this, from 18 to 80-years-old," 
Whittington declared. "This 
is a real obstacle course." 

Director of Community 
Development Michael Klitzke 
said the pattern of vehicle 
flow from the bank was in 
large part dictated by Illinois 
Department of Transportation 
regulations, and, conse-
quently, beyond village con-
trol. 

The bank proposal may 
have had an unspoken ally in 
the proliferation of shopping 

P. VC' 
malls in Wheeling. Some 
trustees indicated they sup- 
ported the bank proposal 
because it was a better use of 
the property than another 
mall. 

"There is a a concern 
about additional shopping 
centers," Schultz said. She 
said a site with a single use, 
such as a bank, is preferred. 

In addition, Schultz said 
this bank is set up more to 
serve personal accounts than 
business accounts, and thus 
fills a need for Wheeling resi-
dents. She also said it prom-
ised to be an attractive 
facility, whose appaearance 
would be enhanced by land-
scaping. 

Lucas said the bank would 
initially employ 10 to 12 peo-
ple and ultimately about 20. 
He said it could be open by 
March of next year. The bank 
must still apply for permits 
allowing it to begin construc-
tion, hopefully in October, he 
said. 

Along with Schultz, Trust-
ees Joseph Ratajczak and 
Anthony Alfieri supported 
the proposal. Trustees Judy 
Abruscato and William Rog-
ers abstained, citing their 
interests in other financial 
institutions. 

Broken Promise 
,..._,,,,,, i-_ y 4 1.) •____ c:?; 23-0 

T
he manager of the Arbor Court apartment 
complex has come to the village this week for 
tax relief. Back in 1986, the village created a Tax 

Increment Finance District for the complex, which 
had partially burned down. 

Larry Floria has done nice things in improving the 
complex. And we sympathy that the project has cost 
him more than he anticipated. But under the TIF 
district, new taxes from the redeveloped complex 
help pay off the loan awarded the complex. 

Tax relief would prolong the loan and add to the 
village's cost. It would be, as Village Attorney James 
Rhodes said, taking "two bites of the apple." This is 
why the village made Floria promise he would not 
seek tax relief in 1986. We feel a promise is a 
promise. 

royal 
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A plane descends over the intersection of Wolf is part of a planned expansion of Palwaukee 
and Hintz Roads, where IDOT wants to build a Municipal Airport. 
noise barrier. The intersection reconfiguration 

Wheeling to ask IDOT 
to nix noise barrier plan 

Village Manager Craig Anderson generally 
agreed with Rogers' analysis. 

"We've got nice homes there, and the vil-
lage made some accommodations for the air-
port," he said Tuesday. 

He said he would write a letter to IDOT, 
suggesting the road be moved to avoid being 
too close to the homes before environmental 
impact assessment hearings on the expan-
sion, expected to be held in September or 
October, take place. 

"The village will hold firm on this," he 
predicted. 

Airport Manager Fred E. Stewart, Jr., 
meanwhile, emphasized that the construction 
of the barrier was merely being considered, 
and might not actually be undertaken. 

He said the proposal for the barrier might 
have originated in a report on the proposed 
expansion done by the engineering firm of 
Crawford, Murphy and Tilly. 

Stewart added that residents in the Wolf 
Run subdivision and Plum Creek Condomini-
ums, which would be affected by the project, 
had asked that barriers be installed near 
their residences.  

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
SAFF 

T 

WR ITER 

 
The Village of Wheeling will urge the Illi-

nois Department of Transportation to recon-
figure the intersection of Hintz and Wolf 
roads in a way that does not require the 
construction of unsightly noise barriers. 

The reconfiguration, part of the proposed 
expansion of Palwaukee Municipal Airport, 
now calls for such a barrier on the east side 
of Wolf Road, about a quarter of a mile north 
of Hintz Road, across from the Foxboro 
apartment complex, according to village offi-
cials. 

Trustee William Rogers said Monday the 
barrier might diminish the values of one or 
two homes in the area. 

"They can compromise a little bit, too," he 
said, noting that the village had allocated 
over 60 acres of land to the airport to accom-
modate the expansion. 

Compromise might entail putting a bend 
in the road that moves it farther from the 
homes, making a noise barrier unnecessary, 
Rogers suggested. 
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Wheeling firm 
wins $16.4 mil 

When the distributors ter-
minated the contract in April 
of 1988, Nedlog sued them. 
About three weeks later, the 
defendants agreed to a reme-
dial settlement, which, in 
addition to directing them to 
pay Nedlog $825,000 by the 
end of the year, effectively 
reinstated the original agree-
ment, Salpeter said. 

Back to court 
But Nedlog went back to 

court in January of 1989 
because, despite the settle-
ment, "they shorted us by 
about $400,000, and never 
treated us as an exclusive 
supplier," according to Salpe-
ter. 

"Basically, they bought 
crumbs from us," he said. 

For example, Cory pur-
chased just 5,000 of the 
140,000 cases of fruit concen-
trate the agreement called 
for, and ARA bought only 
about a third of what it was 
required to, Salpeter said. 

He said court records show 
that the distributors dropped 
Nedlog as a supplier, in large 
part, because Coca Cola 
Foods, which produces Hi-C 
fruit drinks, "payed over $7 
million to ARA to acquire 
various beverage contracts." 
ARA "never intended to live  

gated, and to be awarded 
punitive damages of $7.3 mil-
lion, and a compensatory 
judgement of $12.4 million. 

On Aug. 15, in U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Chicago, a jury 
awarded Nedlog $5 milion 
dollars and $11.4 million in 
punitive and compensatory 
damages, respectively. 

"We're very satisfied," 
with both the amount of the 
judgement, and the way it 
vindicates the company, Sal-
peter said. "We were treated 
very shabbily," he explained. 

Noting that Nedlog is a 
family owned operation 
which sells about $3 million 
worth of its products 
annualy, compared to ARA's 
yearly sales of about $4.5 bil-
lion, he said, "This was a 
classic case of the little guy 
who stood up to a gigantic 
company that was trying to 
crush it." 

ARA Manager of Corporate 
Communications David Flah-
erty, said Tuesday his com-
pany planned to appeal the 
decision. "We believe the 
award was unjustified," Flah-
erty said. 

Salpeter said in order to 
appeal, ARA would have to 
file motions by Aug. 27 with 
Judge Milton Shadur, who 
presided over the case, seek-
ing a reversal of the verdict 
and a new trial. 

"We're very confident we 
would win" should an appeal 
be filed, Salpeter empha-
sized. 

But because the appeal 
process would probably take 
about a year, during which 
Nedlog would be without any 
compensation, Salpeter said 
his client would "think seri-
ously" about agreeing to 
accept a slight decrease in 
the award. "It might be a 
very small discount, but 
enough to give them incen-
tive to give us money," he 
explained. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

C-C I 1.) 
A Philadelphia soft drink 

distributor has been ordered 
to pop for $16.4 million: the 
amount a jury awarded a 
Wheeling supplier last week 
in a breach of contract suit. 

The Wheeling firm, Nedlog 
Company, 90 Marquardt 
Drive, successfully argued in 
court that the distributor, 
ARA/Cory Refreshment Ser-
vices, Inc., reneged on a 1984 
agreement, and a 1988 out-of-
court settlement arising from 
that breach of contract, 
according to Nedlog's attor-
ney, Alan Salpeter. 

ARA serves food service 
companies, whose typical 
customers are school and 
hospital cafeterias, while 
Cory deals with convenience 
stores and gas station mini-
marts, Salpeter said Tuesday. 

Under the 1984 deal, Sal-
peter explained, Nedlog was 
to have been the exclusive 
supplier of fruit-based drinks 
to ARA for five years, and to 
Cory for until about the mid-
dle of 1987. 

C 

Basically, they 

bought crumbs 

from us 

up to the terms" of its agree-
ment with Nedlog, he 
charged. 

Consequently, in its 1989 
suit, Nedlog asked to have 
the out-of-court settlement 
the defendants violated abro- 

We're very 

satisfied with 

both the amount 

of the judgment, 

and the way it 
vindicates the 

company. 
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Alde wants to combine fire districts 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling firefighters moved one 
step closer to a contract with the vil-
lage early this week when an arbi-
trator was named to settle the dif-
ferences between the union and the 
village. 

Lamont Stallworth, a professor of 
industrial relations at Loyola Uni-
versity for 15 years, has been chosen 
to settle the dispute. Stallworth also 
has 15 years of arbitration experi- 
ence. 

He has been a member of the Illi- 
nois Labor Relation Board and a 
member of the executive board of 
the Industrial Relations Association. 

Stallworth will hold his first nego- 
tiation session Oct. 29. 

Representatives of the firefighters 

union and the village will give testi-
mony about the negotiating process, 
present their positions on the more 
than 24 unresolved issues and then 
make a final offer to settle each is- 
sue. 

Union President Bart Burns said 
Stallworth has to choose one of the 
final offers on the economic issues 
but that he may fashion his own 
awards on any issue not related to 
money. 

"Most of the issues that are left 
are non-economic," he said. 

Burns said that the union has 
asked the village to meet one more 
time in an effort to narrow down the 
issues. 

Village Attorney James Rhodes 
said the mediator has asked both 
groups to come back to the table for 
another round of talks. But Rhodes 

said that any more meetings be-
tween the village and the union will 
be held to define the issues before 
arbitration begins. 

"It is clear to me that there are 
areas and issues that parties cannot 
agree upon, and when parties can't 
agree, the process needs arbitra-
tion," he said. 

Although Rhodes refused to guess 
at how long the arbitration process 
would take, Burns said that he ex-
pects Stallworth to take at least 90 
days to render his decisions. 

Firefighters have been working 
without a contract since 1986, when 
they wanted to include lieutenants in 
their union. 

Wheeling refused to negotiate with 
the lieutenants, but the Illinois Su-
preme Court decided in the fire-
fighters' favor last April. 

BY LARRY SMITH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Prospect Heights alderman 
has asked the city's police and fire 
commission to investigate consoli-
dating the Prospect Heights and 
Wheeling Township rural fire pro-
tection districts into one municipal 
department. 

Fourth Ward Alderman Paul 
Richartz said he would like the 
commission to look into whatever 
it would take to combine the two 
departments. The move would 
give residents one department 
they can call for help. 

Richartz said he made the re-
quest because the two depart-
ments have apparently failed in 
their own attempt to consolidate. 

Fourth Ward Alderman Carey 
Chickerneo said the council should 
first ask the commissioners if they 
want the responsibility. If not, then 
the council could create an ad hoc 
committee to research the possi-
bility of a municipal fire depart-
ment, he said. 

Acting Mayor Jerry Meyer said 
using the commission may not be 
the best avenue for the process. 

"My biggest concern would be 
that the commission is more in the 
form to have meetings than to go 
out and do research," Meyer said. 
"I feel an ad hoc committee would 
be the better way of doing it." 

The Prospect Heights fire dis-
trict tried but failed to consolidate 
the districts in 1988. Fire district 
officials want to merge the dis- 

tricts to give them jurisdiction 
over, and property taxes from, the 
entire city of Prospect Heights and 
several unincorporated areas be-
tween Prospect Heights, Wheeling 
and Buffalo Grove. 

City Administrator Robert R. 
Kiely said the city council should 
delegate the proposal's ground-
work to a board or commission. 

"The police and fire commission 
has time to do it now that they 
have hired all of the police offi-
cers," Kiely said. 

The Wheeling Township fire dis-
trict contracts with local fire de-
partments for service. While two-
thirds of the district is in Prospect 
Heights, most of the district's resi-
dents are protected by the village 
of Wheeling. 

Firefighters move to arbitration 
s?-a5.7-90 
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THE WEEK AHEAD 

Wheeling trustees will consider 
the purchase of a new fire engine 
when it meets as a committee of the 
whole Monday. 

The board will also look at a study 
that has been recently completed by 
fire department officials determin-
ing the equipment needs of the de-
partment and the best ways to go 
about meeting them. 

The department's ladder truck is 

aww 
Tru4stT to conside 

r 
22 years old and two of 
engines are over 20 yea 
average cost of a Ladd 
about $550,000 and 
pumper truck runs $2( 
hoses and other equipmen 
the truck are not inclu( 
price. 

The village started a 
placement fund two yea 
village officials said that 
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one van, one hazardous materials 
truck, one squad truck and pick-up 
truck that contains material for 
fighting chemical fires. 

Fire engines are custom-made for 
each municipality, so Fire Chief 
Keith S. Maclssac wants trustees to 
approve the purchase now. It will 
take about one year for the engine to 
be completed and delivered. 

unexpectedly high taxes, 
Larry Floria, the primary 
manager of Arbor Court, is 
asking the village for assis-
tance. 

Floria is asking Wheeling 
officials to help him get a 
tax reduction from Cook 
County, despite an agree-
ment he made in 1986 not 
to seek tax relief. 

Wheeling officials have 
indicated they're not 
opposed to the request, and 
have directed village staff to 
prepare a report on the 
issue. 

Floria said he has spent 
close to $1 million, substan-
tially more than he had 
originally anticipated, in 
renovating the apartment 
complex, which now con-
sists of seven separate 
buildings in the 100 block of 
Dundee Road. 

"We underestimated the 
severity of the conditions of 
that community when we 
started work" several years 
ago, he emphasized. "There  

close to caving in. 
After a fire severely dam-

aged one of the Arbor Court 
apartment buildings in 1986, 
Floria removed 12 of the 
original 18 units from that 
structure, with the aid and 
encouragement of the vil-
lage. The village established 
a Tax Increment Financing 
district to benefit Arbor 
Court. 

Under the TIF district, 
the village gave Arbor Court 
a loan that was to be paid of 
by additional taxes gener-
ated by new development 
within the district. As part 
of the agreement, Floria 
waived his right to seek 
future tax relief. 

Both parties gained from 
the TIF agreement. While 
the village, in effect, reim-
bursed the owners of the 
burned out building for its 
purchase price under the 
TIF arrangement, the deal 
benefited Wheeling because 
parking at the complex 
improved and its density 

quite a bit of improvements 
since his recent reassump-
tion of operational responsi-
bilities at the complex. He 
had been relieved of those 
duties in 1987 by his three 
partners in Continental 
Properties. 

"We cleaned up the exte-
rior dramatically," he said 
of the complex, long consid-
ered an eyesore in the vil-
lage. That process included 
painting curbs, planting 
flowers, removing weeds 
and doing $3,000 worth of 
landscaping, Floria said. 

But Floria says he is now 
asking the village to wave 
his earlier pledge for no tax 
relief because his property 
taxes have almost doubled 
in the last four years, mak-
ing the cost of his renova-
tions unbearable. 

This year, the taxes 
amounted to $162,000, com-
pared to $80,000 in 1986, he 
said. 

His "average" apartment 
(Continued on page 24) 

tax bills were about $2,100 
in 1989, compared to 
approximately $1,500 per 
unit in 1988, he said. By 
comparison, taxes on single 
family homes and condo-
miniums in 1989 ran from 
about $1,200 to $1,300, and 
$700 to $1,000 respectively. 

"We want the opportunity 
to bring taxes down to a 
reasonable rate," similar to 
that of the single family 
homes, he said. 

Floria and his two 
remaining partners have 
borrowed $400,000 just to 
keep the taxes paid, he 
argued. 

"At this rate, we can't 
afford to maintain and have 
quality property there," he 
said. 

Floria claimed that at the 
time the TIF agreement was 
made, village officials 
agreed he could come back 
to them if taxes got out of 
hand. 

"They made no guaran-
tees," he acknowledged, 
"but they left the door 
open." 

Village Attorney James 
Rhodes agreed that Wheel-
ing had indicated it would 
be flexible on the matter. 
But he noted that the provi-
sion ruling out tax relief 
was aimed, in effect, at 
helping to improve the busi-
ness climate in the village. 

Since new taxes from the 
development pay of the 
loan, any tax relief would 
increase the village's cost 
due to the loan. 

"Any increase in value in 
terms of tax dollars goes 
into the TIF fund to assist 
redevelopment," he 
explained. Asking for an 
amendment to the agree-
ment could be construed as 
wanting to take "two bites 
of the apple." 

Nevertheless, Rhodes 
suggested that Wheeling 
might be sympathetic to 
Floria's request. 

"In my opinion, there 
ought to be data presented 
to the village that shows 
that, arguably, there are dis-
crepancies" between Floria's 
taxes and others paid in the 
area. 

"I'd like to see a lot more 
detail," commented Trustee 
William Rogers. 

Rhodes said that while 
the staff had not scheduled 
a date for presenting the 
report, it would try to meet 
a "loose deadline" of some-
time in October, to allow 
Floria time to file a poten-
tial tax apeal with the 
county. 

Floria was optimistic that 
his request would be 
granted. 

"They've always been 
very helpful in the past," he 
said of the village board. 
"They are interested in tai 
revenues, but also in being 
fair." 



• Firefighters,  to battle fake high-rise blaze 

oppose Lake-Cook project 
wry!) y-arl-cto 

Mtn  Y- al q0.  
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Buffalo Grove's tallest building 
— the 12-story Riverwalk office 
tower — will go up in smoke Tues-
day when firefighters turn the 
building into a training ground for 
battling high-rise fires. 

Firefighters from Buffalo 
Grove, Wheeling and Vernon will 
battle a simulated blaze at the 
high-rise at 7 p.m. Tuesday. 

Because none of the depart-
ments has ever provided fire ser-
vice to a building the size of River-
walk, fire officials felt the ex-
ercise would prepare the 
department for a fire, should one 
occur at the building, said Lt. Paul 
Tierney, of the Buffalo Grove Fire 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling village trustees gave 
the go ahead to purchase a new en-
gine for the Wheeling Fire Depart-
ment. 

Although the department rec-
ommended a four-point equipment 
plan to the trustees, Chief Keith 
MacIsaac wanted the engine pur-
chase approved now because of the 
time it will take to manufacture it. 
He estimated the new engine will 
cost around $225,000. 

"These engines are built one at a 
time," he said. "It takes one year 
from the time you place the order 
until the time it arrives." 

Two of the department's four 
engines are more than 20 years  

Department. 
"We will use elevator com-

mands and the stairwell communi-
cation system to fight the fire," 
Tierney said. "This is the first 
time we have had a joint practice 
with Buffalo Grove, Wheeling and 
Vernon. It will be a fairly relaxed 
drill, in that everyone will just 
walk through the building." 

Firefighters will blow simulated 
smoke into the fifth, 10th and 11th 
floors of the building, located at 
Lake-Cook Road and Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

Crews then will begin extin-
guishing the fake fire. 

Unlike most buildings in the vil-
lages, Riverwalk is so tall, fire-
fighters cannot reach the upper 
floors by using ladder trucks. 

BY AridCARR Buffalo Grove ready to The trucks stretch only as far as 
the third floor of the office tower, 
thus they would be ineffective if 
the fire began or spread to a high-
er level, Tierney said. 

Fighting a fire at the hi-rise also 
would take more manpower than 
one at other buildings, he said. 

"With a high-rise fire, it very 
quickly exhausts manpower," 
Tierney said. "We will need more 
manpower than any one depart-
ment has." 

Wheeling trustees recently ap-
proved a cooperative fire services 
agreement with Buffalo Grove. To 
cover its part of the agreement, 
Wheeling agreed to provide a lad-
der truck to Riverwalk in the 
event of a fire. 

BY AMY CARR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Plans to widen Lake-Cook Road 
will not be revealed publicly until 
September, but Buffalo Grove offi-
cials already are lining up to oppose 
parts of the recommendation, in-
cluding a plan to widen the road to 
nine lanes at one intersection. 

The preliminary recommendation 
comes from an engineering study of 
an 8.7-mile congested stretch of 
Lake-Cook Road between Rand 
Road and the Tri-State Tollway. Of-
ficials from Buffalo Grove, Wheel-
ing, Palatine, Arlington Heights and 
Cook County formed the Lake-Cook 
Road Local Corridor Agency last 
year in hopes of finding solutions to 
ease rush-hour traffic along the cor-
ridor. 

A public hearing on the recom-
mendation will be held Sept. 25, how-
ever, a location for the hearing has 
not been determined. 

The plan, which would expand 
most of the road to seven lanes, 
would ease rush hour congestion,  

Buffalo Grove Village Manager Wil-
liam R. Balling says. Still, he and 
Village President Verna L. Clayton 
hope engineers will develop a scaled-
down version of the expansion be-
fore the hearing. 

"During rush hour it will be nice," 
Balling said. "But the other 22 hours 
during the day we're going to have a 
raceway going through town." 

Of major concern is a proposal to 
expand the five-lane intersection at 
Lake-Cook and Arlington Heights 
roads to nine lanes. 

"It is immense," Balling said of 
the proposed intersection. "We have 
to stress the impact on our commu-
nity. This study really reaches be-
yond what is warranted." 

Officials also are concerned the 
extended roadway and right-of-way, 
as proposed, could hurt area busi-
nesses. 

For example, the required right-
of-way for the road would stretch to 
the awning of the existing Ritzy's 
Cafe, at 1180 Lake-Cook Road. An 
entire row of parking would be elim-
inated from the Dominick's. 

old. 
The department's equipment 

and specifications committee will 
prepare specifications for the new 
engine. 

Some trustees felt a consultant 
should help design the engine, but 
MacIsaac said there wasn't a con-
sultant available. 

"We are our own best consult-
ants," he said. "At 2 a.m. they are 
the persons who are going to be us-
ing that vehicle. The people on 
that committee are 110 percent 
dedicated to fire safety. They 
should have the opportunity to be 
involved in designing what they 
are using." 

MacIsaac said it will take at 
least two months to put specifica-
tions together for the new engine. 

Wheekg to purchase new fire engine 
q-a17-70 

But he said they will be similar to 
other engines in the area because 
the more complicated the specifi-
cations get, the harder it becomes 
to get replacement parts and have 
the engine repaired. 

"We will write specs for large 
companies who can competitively 
bid," he said. 

He recommended that the vil-
lage order a new engine in 1995 
and every five years thereafter. 
He said the village would need to 
set aside $60,000 a year towards 
those purchases. 

MacIsaac also recommended 
purchase of a new ladder truck in 
1993. The village will have to 
finance that purchase because a 
ladder truck costs around 
$600,000. 

Village ponders 
fuel saving step 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

Lt A;--T" )4 ST 
As gas prices increase, 
Wheeling officials hope to 
rise to the occasion by dis-
cussing ways to handle the 
possible impact of more 
expensive fuel on village 
operations. 

Fuel cost hikes have yet 
to directly affect Wheeling 
because it is using previ-
ously purchased gasoline. 
But they "have the possibil-
ity of having some impact 
on the budget" in the 
future, Village Manager 
Craig Anderson explained. 

And although Wheeling's 
bulk buying of fuel makes 
its per gallon costs much 
lower than those of ordinary 
consumers, the village 
might suffer a proportion-
ately significant increase in 
its gasoline expenses, 
Anderson pointed out. 

"Even though we're not 
paying the same at the 
pump as they are, relatively 
speaking, our increases 
might be the same," he 
said. 

Anderson said the board 
might discuss minimizing 
the idling time of all village 
vehicles as a way to allevi-
ate some of the increase. 

"Of course, there's not as 
much idling time at this 
time of year as there is in 
winter," he acknowledged. 

Staff members might also 
review the practice some 
municipalities adopted in 
the 1970's to require police 
officers to stop their vehi-
cles periodically throughout 
the day to conserve gaso-
line, Anderson added. 

During that period, he 
recalled, a number of vil-
lages "had their police 
departments stop patrolling 
for an hour every couple of 
hours, and write reports at 
that time." 

While emphasizing that 
he is not advocating any of 
these measures, Anderson 
said "I imagine that's the 
kind of thing we'll talk 
about." 

He added that village 
officials and residents would 
do well to take a large-scale 
view of the entire issue. 

"Quite frankly, we should 
be global in our perspec-
tive," he explained. "To 
make sure there is enough 
available, if things go from 
bad to worse," in the Middle 
East, "it's important for 
people to conserve any way 
they can." 

Rich Baljaheh/Pioneer Press 

Employees leave a van at Allstate, part of the Rideshare 
program the state would like to expand into Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling. Allstate has 39 vans in its program. 
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A union 'official is chal-
lenging Village Attorney 
James Rhodes' claim that 
management rights is now 
the focus of a contract dis-
pute between Wheeling and 
its firefighters. 

The union official sug-
gested Rhodes' contention 
may be a ploy the village 
has used in past negotia-
tions with firefighters. 

"I don't think we have 
anything that touches on 
management rights" sched-
uled for upcoming arbitra-
tion, Bart Burns, president 
of the Wheeling Fire-
fighters' Association, said 
Friday. 

According to Burns, 
issues dividing the two 
sides include administrative 
grievance proceedings, sen-
iority regarding layoffs and 
recall, vacation days, holi-
day schedules, certain bene-
fits, working conditions and 
conditions of employment. 

"The whole negotiating 
process has failed 
(because). . .people in the 
administration and on the 
village board have been 
given poor advice," Burns 
insisted. He said village 
administrators have been 
led to believe the talks have 
stalled because of concern 
about preserving manage-
ment rights. 

Burns claims village 
trustees and administrators 
were similarly misinformed 
about four years ago while 
the union was urging lieu-
tenants be including in its 
bargaining unit. 

"They were told they 
would lose the ability to 
manage the department," 
he said. "The department is 
still running, and the lieu-
tenants are part of the 
chief's team. They're 
appointed to committees by 
the chief, and they've taken 
on additional duties." 

The Illinois Supreme 
Court ruled in the union's 
favor four years ago on that 
issue. 

Rhodes, however, 
strongly disputed Burns' 
analysis. He said village 
officials still see an inherent 

contradiction in lieutenants 
being considered supervi-
sors as well as union m -?.m-
bers. The supreme court 
decision, he added, was 
based on a "very technical 
review" of the statute cover-
ing the question. 

"The overwhelming num-
ber of issues outstanding 
are related to who is going 
to manage the fire depart-
ment: the village or the fire-
fighters and the union," 
Rhodes insisted. 

"Whether the union likes 
it or not, it chose to work 
for the village," he said. 
"They've got to take a cer-
tain amount of supervising 
and management along with 
the performance of their 
jobs." 

Defending the village's 
general posture in the nego-
tiations, Rhodes asked, "If 
we're being so terrible, how 
come we've gotten contracts 
with every other union in 
the village, and were able to 
settle in a relatively short 
time? 

"No on else has even 
taken a year," he said. 

Members of the associa-
tion have been working 
without a labor agreement 
for about four years 

Rhodes also disputed 
Burn's claims that the board 
is getting poor advice. 

In fact, according to 
Rhodes, the firefighters are 
asking management about 
what's going on in the nego-
tiations. "It seems to me, 
someone other than the 
firefighters is running the 
show," he said. 

"That's a total error," 
Burns replied. "We keep our 
firefighters very well 
informed as to what's going 
on. I don't think the guys 
would be going to manage-
ment and asking them. 
They come to us on a regu-
lar basis." 

Arbitration in the case is 
expected to begin in Octo-
ber. While any decision 
reached in that process 
would not technically be 
binding, it would, in effect, 
be final. The arbitrator 
would be unlikely to alter a 
ruling without a "compel-
ling reason," according to 
Burns. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
0-70 STAFF WRITER "" 

Sides dispute 
reason for stall 

Wheeling Fire Lt. Dan Dieter displays the 1969 
Ward Le France engine, the oldest in the 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

 e Lk flrr ,S D -Q 
After giving Wheeling Village Board mem-
bers an overview - in one case, from some 
five stories up - of the condition of fire fight- 
ing equipment, Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac-
won what he feels is preliminary approval to 
purchase three new fire trucks. 

The board gave Maclsaac permission to 
prepare specifications for a fire engine 
replacement for a 1969 Ward Le France 
engine, a truck which transports hoses, 
pumps and water. They viewed much of the 
equipment during a special workshop on the 
purchase proposal Monday night. 

The workshop included a demonstration of 
a ladder truck's elevating platform, during 
which several trustees, Village President 
Sheila Schultz, Village Manager Craig Ander-
son and reporters, were lifted over 60 feet in 
the air outside the Dundee road fire station. 

Worst engine 
Village Manager Craig Anderson termed 

the Ward La France the "worst engine" in 
the department. In addition, he has asked 
permission to order a new engine in early 
1995 and a new ladder truck in 1993 or the 
following year. 

Eventually, MacIsaac said, he would like 
to see Wheeling buy a new truck every five 
years, retiring those with 20 years of service. 
Such a program would ultimately give the 
village a mixed fleet of new and old trucks 
ranging from 5 to 20-years old. Some vehicles 
would be relegated to reserve status as they 
were replaced. 

The board's action Monday laid the 
groundwork for that plan, MacIsaac said. 

"I view it as a tentative agreement, subject 
to change" he said. Unforseen taxing or bud-
getary constraints could alter the plan. 

Danelle BrowefPioneer Press 

department's fleet, which fire officials want to 
replace with a newer vehicle. 

Custom made 
Each new truck, which must be custom-

made, would be delivered about a year after 
being ordered, according to MacIsaac. 

"There's not a lot of people who sell 
them," he told the board. "They build them 
one at a time." 

Unlike the manner in which cars are often 
bought, MacIsaac said, "There's no such 
thing as saying, 'I'll take the lime one, or the 
red one.' " 

He added that a committee of firefighters 
and public works mechanics would help 
determine the features of the three new vehi-
cles, which together would cost approxi-
mately $1.65 million. 

Wheeling already has the funds to replace 
the 1969 Ward La France, according to 
Anderson, but such action still has to be for-
mally approved by the village board. 

The feasibility of buying the other equip-
ment would probably be discused in January, 
when the village considers its budget for the 
coming fiscal year. 

Fire rating 
MacIsaac's proposal was based in large 

part on requirements established by the 
Insurance Service Office (ISO), a private 
group which rates fire departments through-
out the country according to their service 
capabilities. When last evaluated in 1980, 
Wheeling's department received an average 
rating, according to MacIsaac, who took over 
the department in April. 

Because of his relatively brief tenure as 
chief, the ISO granted his request to post-
pone the village's next rating, which had 
been scheduled for later in the year, for 
about two years, MacIsaac said. 

"That will give me time to get my feet wet 
and reevaluate things," he explained. 

Fire Chief asks village 
to replace 1969 engine 
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tion request to be considered 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Executives of the third largest 
discount store chain in the United 
States are eyeing a Wheeling site 
as part of their Chicago area ex-
pansion plans. 

Wheeling Village Planner Mark 
Janeck said he has talked with 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. executives 
about building a Wal-Mart and a 
Sam's Wholesale Club at the cor-
ner of Lake Cook and Weiland 
roads. No date has been set for 
Wal-Mart to appear before the vil-
lage plan commission, he said. 

"We have looked at their pre- 

liminary plans and given them our 
idea of the best plan," Janeck said. 
"They are asking our opinion and 
we are giving it to them. 

"It's no big secret that we are 
talking with Wal-Mart," Wheeling 
Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said. 

Anderson said the village would 
have to annex the 29-acre site —
farm land in unincorporated Cook 
County — if Wheeling trustees ap-
prove the plans. 

Wal-Mart executives would not 
comment on their Wheeling plans. 
But Patrick E. Perry, real estate 
manager for Wal-Mart, told the 
Mount Prospect Zoning Board of 

Daily Herald Map 

Appeals last week that "we are 
going before the village of Wheel-
ing for a zoning approval on Lake 
Cook Road." 

Perry appeared before that 
board regarding a proposed Wal-
Mart in Mount Prospect Plaza, at 
Rand and Central Roads. 

Tax exemp 
ditAA - V- 3 -9'D 

Wheeling ti•fistees will consider 
the tax-exempt status of a corpora-
tion when it meets Monday. 

Faucet Queen Inc., located at 550 
Palwaukee Drive, is asking the city 
to approve a partial tax exemption 
for its new location on Chaddick 
Drive. 

The new building will be twice the 
size of the current building and even-
tually employ 40 people. Faucet 
Queen now employs about 20 people. 

Although Cook County actually  

grants tax exemptions, village trus-
tees must give their consent, too. If . 
granted, Faucet Queen would be giv- 

en a reduction in their property tax-
es for the next eight years. 

Representatives from Faucet 
Queen testified at a public hearing 
regarding the exemption on Aug. 20 
and indicated that they might not 
stay in Wheeling if the exemption is 
not granted. 

The county grants tax-exempt sta-
tus to businesses in an effort to en- 

courage them to locate in the county 
or, as in the case of Faucet Queen, 
stay in the county. 

There are 25 companies in Wheel-
ing that have been granted tax ex-
emptions since 1986. Ten of these 
businesses are located in the 
Palwaukee Business Center. The vil-
lage has also denied the applications 
of three companies. Litho-Tronics 
Inc. on Chaddick Drive and Beatrice 
Home Specialties on Northgate 
Parkway were denied in 1987 and  

Three J's Industrial Inc. in Trav-
eler's Acres was denied last year. 

The top meeting 
Who:The Wheeling Village 
Board 

Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. 

When:8 p.m. Monday \ 

Wheeling may be home 
to new Wal-Mart store 
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Wheeling marketplace 

What—Four-bedroom, 2 1/2-bath, 
Colonial 

Where-944 Weeping Willow, 
Ridgefield subdivision 

Features—Eight rooms, central 
air conditioning, fireplace in 
family room, full basement. 
Built 1986. 

List price—$206,900 

What—Three-bedroom, one-
bath, ranch 

Where-2 6 8 E. Dennis, 
Dunhurst subdivision 

Features—Five rooms, remod-
eled kitchen and bath, new 
carpeting, new aluminium 
siding and brick exterior. Built 
1958. 

List price—$109,900 

Wheeling 
Continued from page 1 

northwest suhurhs where you can 

really isn't a lot of new residential 
development going on simply be-
cause the land isn't available, said 
Jackie Pollack, executive director 
of the Wheeling/Prospect Heights 

What—Three-bedroom, 1 1/2-
bath, townhouse 

Where-1702 Ottawa, Tahoe 
Village subdivision 

Features—Six rooms, new car-
peting, finished basement with 
family room, patio with gas 
grill. Built 1978. 

List price—$96,900 

Tribune photos by Jose More 

Jackie Pollack, executive director of the merce, says most of the development now taking 
Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber of Com- place in Wheeling is commercial. 

If you hunger to live in the northwest suburbs . 
k c7—/-7c7 

• • 

By Wilma Randle 

I
n the village of Wheeling, the stretch 
of road that once offered weary trav-
elers respite during sojourns between 

Chicago and Milwaukee has become the 
city's main artery. 

That road, Milwaukee Avenue, which 
over the years has become known as 
Restaurant Row because of the plethora 
of eateries lining it, continues to serve as 
a central point in the village's develop-
ment. 

In fact, the development along the 
strip is very much reflective of the per- 

At home in 

Wheeling 

sonality of this town of some 28,000 res-
idents, where corporate swells and 
middle- and working-class regulars have 
settled. 

Along the now-famous road, one finds 
finds top-rated resturants such as Bob 
Chinn's Crab House, Le Francais and 
Don Roth's sharing space with Hein's 
Pub, Eagle Auto Parts and Zack's Car-
pet store. 

Located about 25 miles northwest of 
Chicago's Loop, Wheeling, one of the 
original suburban bedroom communi-
ties, is experiencing a mini-rebirth, 
sparked in large part by the commercial  

and residential development taking place 
in the northwest suburbs. 

Stability and affordability have made 
Wheeling quite popular with home 
buyers, said Dorothy Lazzerini, an area 
real estate broker. 

"One reason it's popular is that there's 
a variety of housing available and it's 
very affordable," she said. 

"It's one of the few places in the 
See Wheeling, pg. 5 

      

Tribune photo by Jose More 

as Le Francais on Milwaukee Avenue (a.k.a. Res-
taurant Row) to a variety of mid-price choices. 

Wheeling now boasts some 40 restaurants, 
ranging from pricey white-tablecloth places such 

         



Jackie Pollack, executive director of the 
Wheeling/Prospect Heights Chamber of Com- 

Tribune photos by Jose More 
merce, says most of the development now taking 
place in Wheeling is commercial. 
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built 1Vdb. 
List price—$206,900 

What—Three-bedroom, one-
bath, ranch 

Where-268 E. Dennis, 
Dunhurst subdivision 

Features—Five rooms. remod-
eled kitchen and bath, new 
carpeting, new aluminium 
siding and brick exterior. Built 
1958. 

List price—$109,900 

What—Three-bedroom, 1 1/2-
bath, townhouse 

Where-1702 Ottawa, Tahoe 
Village subdivision 

Features—Six rooms, new car-
peting, finished basement with 
family room, patio with gas 
grill. Built 1978. 

List price—$96,900 

Buying it: An approximation of what it would take to buy the Ottawa home at list price. 
Loan Down Loan Closing Interest Monthly Qualifying 
type payment amount costs rate payment income 
Fixed $19,380 $77,520 $700 10.5% $795.36 $34,006 
Adjustable $19,380 $77,520 $1,862 7.625% $634.93 $27,000 

Note: "Monthly payment" includes principal, interest, taxes and property insurance. "Closing costs" include points, 
application fee, and related charges. Both mortgages are amortized over 30 years. The adjustable-rate loan has a 
maximum 2 percent annual cap and a 6 percent lifetime cap, based on the Treasury bill index. 

Sources: Dorothy Lazzerini, Century 21 Gateway Equities, Buffalo Grove (708-459-8500); Richard Freedkin, R.J. Financial Services 
Mortgage Corp., Arlington Heights (708-259-8700). 

Wheeling at a glance 

Population: 27,529 (1989 estimate). Change, 1980-89: + 18.3 percent. Median 
age: 33.6 years. Racial/ethnic mix: white (non-Hispanic), 87.5 percent; black, 1.6 
percent; Hispanic, 6.1 percent; other, 4.8 percent. 

Area: 8.2 square miles, in Cook and Lake Counties. Average household in-
come: $43,968 (1989 estimate). Per capita income: $28,390 (1987 estimate), 21st 
of 262 in six-county Chicago area. 

Average resale price of single-family home: $115,321 (6 months ended 
5/31/90). 

Public schools: 

District Enrollment Pupils Expenditure 
(no. of schools) per teacher per pupil 

Wheeling 21 (11) 5,576 20.4 $4,183 
Northwest Twp. 214 (6) 10,518 17.1 $7,286 
Average American College Test scores, Wheeling H.S. 20.3 (78th percentile), Buffa-

lo Grove H.S. 21.4 (93rd percentile).  

Driving distances: To Loop, 25 miles; to O'Hare International Airport, 10 miles. 
Rush-hour commute: 45 minutes by car; train service from Northbrook Station to 
Union Station (Milwaukee Road), 42 minutes, $89.10 for monthly pass. 

Sources: Illinois State Board of Education; U.S. Bureau of the Census; Metra; Village of 
Wheeling. 

Wheeling 
Continued from page 1 

northwest suburbs where you can 
find starter family homes for 
around $100,000, and you're 
talking about a three-bedroom, 
one-bath, two-car garage place. In 
general, for most of the northwest 
suburban areas you're looking at 
prices twice that amount." 

This makes the market attractive, 
particularly for first-time home 
buyers, she said. 

Add the village's highly rated 
school system, recreational of-
ferings such as the Chevy Chase 
golf course and accessibility, and 
you come up with one desirable 
place to live. Popular annual events 
are the Chevy Chase golf outing 
and St. Joseph the Worker Catho-
lic Church's annual Familyfest 
community festival. 

So houses don't stay on the mar-
ket very long in Wheeling, 
Lazzerini noted. 

"There have been 343 houses on 
the market so far this year, and to 
date 254 have been sold," she said. 
"The average house stays on the 
market about 76 days and most 
have sold within 94 percent of their 
list price." 

"It's really the kind of place  

Hackney's, a mid-price establish-
ment, is one of the 40 restau-
rants in Wheeling. 

where one thinks of raising a fami-
ly," said Katie Early, a former 
Wheeling resident who now lives in 
Minneapolis. "Most single people 
wouldn't think of coming here un-
less they got a job with a company 
in this area." 

Early, who is single, moved away 
after college and comes home a 
few times a year to visit relatives. 

Becausethearea is older, there  

really isn't a lot of new residential 
development going on simply be-
cause the land isn't available, said 
Jackie Pollack, executive director 
of the Wheeling/Prospect Heights 
Chamber of Commerce. 

The biggest multifamily housing 
boom took place in the early 
1970s. In recent years there have 
been a few developments, but 
they're aimed at high-income 
buyers. 

Most of the development now 
taking place is in the commercial 
area, Pollack said. 

In the past year there have been 
several strip shopping centers con-
structed, and there are plans on the 
board for further retail develop-
ment along Milwaukee Avenue. 

"The idea is to add some 
boutique-type stores and maybe 
one or two large retail stores, like 
maybe an F&M discount store as 
anchors," Pollack noted. 

For major shopping excursions, 
most people leave Wheeling and 
head to one of the nearby shopping 
malls. The village is located within 
bearable driving distance of Rand-
hurst, Northbrook Court, Hawthor-
ne and Woodfield. 

That's more comfortable than 
shopping trips were in the mid-
19th Century. 

Wheeling was settled in the early 
1830s by mostly German pioneers 
who replaced the original native 
Potawatomi Indians. 

Milwaukee Avenue was about a 
half-day's travel from Chicago to 
Milwaukee by horse and buggy. In 
the late 1890s the country's bi-
cycling craze took hold in the vil-
lage, and races between Chicago 
and Wheeling became very popu-
lar. Wheeling was incorporated in 
1894. 

For most of its early history, 
Wheeling was a farming communi-
ty. And well into the late 1960s the 
area was a popular spot, particular-
ly among residents from Chicago's 
North Shore area, for its riding sta-
bles. 

But in terms of wider fame, it 
has been the blue-chip eateries such 
as Le Francais and Don Roth's 
that has been the city's biggest 
claim to fame. 

Roth was the first to bring a  

popular Chicago restaurant to Mil-
waukee Avenue. Wheeling now 
boasts some 40 restaurants, ranging 
from pricey white-tablecloth places 
such as Le Francais to a variety of 
mid-price choices, including Hack-
ney's and Chicago Bagel & Bialy 
Deli II. 

The flip side of the blue-chip 
diners is the city's longtime manu-
facturing base, from which has 
sprung its core middle- and work-
ing-class population. 

"Since the 1950s Wheeling has 
been a popular spot for light man-
ufacturing firms," said Pollack. 

Among the companies calling 
Wheeling home are salad maker 
Orval Kent Food Co. Inc.; Ekco 
International, makers of staplers 
and other office supplies and com-
puter accessories; Qunitel, the fad 
watchmaker; and H.V.R. Co., 
maker of Hidden Valley Ranch 
salad dressing. 

Because of the manufacturing 
bent, the city's economy was most-
ly blue collar, but in recent years 
there's been an influx of white-col-
lar workers, most of them attracted 
to corporate jobs in neighboring 
Arlington Heights and Northbrook 
but seeking more affordable hous-
ing, Pollack said. 

It is also because of manufactur-
ing that Wheeling has evolved into 
one of the area's most racially di-
verse suburbs, with a population 
mix of white, Asian, Hispanic and 
black residents, as many of these  

workers settled close to their jobs. 
Jennifer Pollack, a white 

Wheeling native who will be start-
ing her sophomore year at Michi-
gan State University, said she 
didn't think the area's racial 
makeup was a big deal until she 
went off to college. 

"They used to talk about our di-
versity in high school, but I didn't 
think much about it. Then when I 
got to school, so many of my 
friends had never met a person 
from this or that background and 
I'd think, 'God, they were my 
neighbors.' " 

Wheeling has also gained a posi-
tive reputation for the quality of its 
services offered to its elderly resi-
dents. 

There is Pavilion Senior Center, 
which offers a variety of services 
ranging from free blood pressure 
checks to defensive driving classes. 
The Pavilion building, Wheeling's 
only high-rise structure, is also a 
housing complex for those age 55 
and older. 

The village also benefits from 
shared resources and programs 
with neighbor Buffalo Grove. 

For example, since 1959 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove have 
jointly provided library services 
through the Indian Trails Public 
Library system. 

The area's Community Con-
solidated School District No. 21 is 
made up of nine elementary  

schools and two junior high 
schools. In addition to Wheeling, 
the district serves students from 
Buffalo Grove, Arlington Heights, 
Northbrook, Mt. Prospect and 
Prospect Heights. 

The Wheeling Museum is a pop-
ular stop in the area. The building 
is the site of the city's original vil-
lage hall. 

From that once half-day trip to 
Chicago, a venture to the Loop can 
run around a half hour — on a 
good day. But those good days are 
getting harder and harder to come 
by as traffic on the Edens Ex-
pressway heading into the city 
becomes more congested. 

And future transportation and 
traffic issues were among the rea-
sons that Wheeling and neighbor-
ing Prospect Heights decided join 
forces, Jackie Pollack said. 

The two cities have long shared 
concerns and recently jointly pur-
chased the Palwaukee Airport. And 
together they are monitoring joint 
concerns as development increases 
along the Lake-Cook Corridor. 

Traffic concerns has been a re-
curring issue in Wheeling since its 
early days. One old timer was 
quoted as saying that two factors 
added to the congestion: the advent 
of the automobile and the paving 
of Milwaukee Avenue. 

Maybe that was the paving of 
Milwaukee Avenue with restau-
rants. 



BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

In keeping with its reputation as 
a community at the forefront of 
recycling, the Wheeling village 
board approved an office paper re-
cycling program for the village 
hall Tuesday. 

"A lot of paper is generated by 
the village," said Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz. "It took us a 
while to find someone who would 
take it." 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said that village hall office 
staff will start the program some-
time in the next few weeks. 

"We have to count up how many 
containers we need and go through 
a short orientation session," he 

said. 
Anderson estimated that recy-

cling will reduce the amount of 
office waste going to landfills by 
30 to 40 percent. But he said that 
documents that are shredded now, 
such personnel-related papers, will 
continue to be shredded and taken 
to a landfill. 

Desktop Recycling Inc. of 
Wheeling will charge a $1 start-up 
fee for each employee who uses 
the program. 

They also will provide desk 
trays and collection boxes. When 
the village accumulates more than 
10 collection boxes full of paper, 
Desktop will come and take it 
away. 

In exchange for taking the paper 
away without cost to the village, 

Desktop gets the right to sell the 
waste paper. After a three-month 
trial period, 20 percent of the 
gross sales of the waste paper will 
be returned to the village. 

Desktop will take business 
forms, manilla folders, copy pa-
per, fax paper and carbonless 
forms. They will not take newspa-
pers or magazines. 

Computer paper will also be re-
cycled, but it will be collected sep-
erately. 

Trustees suggested that they be 
given a list of acceptable items 
and that a collection box be placed 
in the council chambers. 

"I suspect you will see trustees 
bringing in papers from home," 
Shultz said. "Other companies do 
this." • 

'es eligible for free home repairs ome 

Comments on two 
village issues 
Wheeling/I would like to 
comment on two issues 
recently addressed in the 
Wheeling Countryside. 

First, I'm glad the Park 
District is being aggressive 
in planning to provide 
recreational activities in 
Wheeling such as the 
proposed water park. If we 
want our kids to engage in 
positive supervised 
activities we need to 
provide the opportunities 
for those activities. 

Second, I wish Wheeling 
government officials would 
not underestimate the 
irritation caused by jets 
taking off from Palwaukee 
Airport at 5:30 or 6 in the 
morning. If people are not 
letting them know about 
how bothersome this is, it 
may reflect their frustration 
with the change process or 
it may be that they are too 
tired because of a loss of 
sleep. 

Letters Policy 
Letters must be signed and 
have telephone number of 
writer. The editor reserves the 
right to edit letters for clarity 
and brevity. Letters deemed 
libelous or slanderous will not 
be published. F,6  __c 

`(S 
Perhaps 100 of those seniors 
frequently grace your pages 
time after time — they are 
the chosen few who use the 
Senior Center, the Pavilion. 
The biggest challenge in 
their lives is the choice 
between tuna and melted 
cheese. The powers that be 
like it that way. The 
Pavilion is considered 
crowded when 70 people 
show up in a week. 

Another little comment. 
On the 4th of July, the 
Pavilion float in the 
Wheeling parade was a 
professionally decorated 
(very posh) float carrying 
several posed ladies with a 
placard reading "The 
beautiful seniors of 
Wheeling." An elderly 
gentleman standing beside 
me on Dundee Road turned 
to me and said, "Well, I 
guess that makes us a 
couple of old crocks, eh?" 
He made my day, whomever 
he was. 

We may not have clout, 
but we have kept our sense 
of humor. Thank you for 
letting us say a few words. 

Patricia R. Walsdorf 

Howard J. Lipke 

New management, 
new publicity 
Wheeling/For years a 
majority of the seniors in 
the Village of Wheeling 
could never get any 
publicity or recognition in 
the Countryside. 

New management and 
bang we are in! Look at it 
this way. Demographers 
probably estimate the senior 
population of Wheeling is 
about 2,500, plus or minus. 

homes may obtain grants or 
STAFF WRITER loans to correct plumbing, 

0 K ys i  ( j)-Q.... electrical, heating and roofing 
Privacy is a cornerstone of deficiencies. 

a program aimed at bringing 
homes into compliance with 
village building codes, Wheel-
ing Director of Community 
Development Michael Klitzke 
said this week. 

Klitzke emphasized the 
privacy element Tuesday to 
counter an apparent reluc-
tance to take advantage of 
the program, which has 
"strict" income eligibility 
standards, by residents who 
fear being considered poor by 
their neighbors. 

"They don't want to be 
stigmatized, or labeled, as 
low income," he explained. 

"But it's done in strict 
confidentiality," Klitzke said 
of the Residential Rehabilita-
tion Program, under which 
owners of single-family 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

"We're the only ones who 
know where the address is. 
Nobody out there knows who 
they (program applicants) 
are," he said. 

Only about 15 homeowners 
have participated in the pro-
gram, funded through federal 
Community Development 
Block Grants, since its 1982 
inception, according to 
Klitzke. Those who did have 
been given grants or loans 
ranging from "several thou-
sand dollars" to $25,000. 

The amount to be repayed 
is reduced by 10 percent for 
each year the recipient lives 
in the home after being given 
the financial aid. Conse-
quently, "at the end of 10 
years, there is no loan," 

(Continued on page 24) 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Low-income families in the vil-
lage of Wheeling whose homes 
need health or safety repairs may 
be able to get the village to foot 
the bill. 

The village has about $100,000 
available through its residential 
rehabilitation program to help 
low-income homeowners make 
electrical wiring or plumbing re-
pairs to their homes. Replacing a 
roof or a furnance is also covered 
by the program. 

"Repairs that qualify for the 
program are ones that are made 
for health or safety reasons," Vil-
lage Manager Craig G. Anderson 
said. 

Wheeling to recycle village office paper Few making use ) V.51 cm 

of repair grants 

In order to have the village re-
pair their homes, residents must 
meet income requirements. The 
village has two sets of income lim-
its: "very low" and "low." Home-
owners who meet the "very low" 
income guidelines will have their 
homes repaired before homeown-
ers who meet "low" income guide-
lides. 

"If I have two families who ap-
ply during the same week, the 
family with the lower income 
comes first," said program admin-
istrator Stacey Ruben. 

To qualify for "very low" in-
come status, one person must 
make no more than $15,200 a year; 
two people, $17,350; three people, 
$19,550; four people, $21,700; five 
people, $23,450; six people, 

located just north of the 
intersection of River and 
Central roads. Waste from 11 
communities, including 
Wheeling, would be baled 
there before being shipped to 
the proposed balefill in Bart-
lett. 

"One of the biggest rea-
sons we're against it is they 
want to build on a flood 
plain," said Cathy Lindstrom, 
a spokeswoman for SAFE. 
Lindstrom claimed the site 
for the station is a filled in 
wetland. 

Lindstrom said a tennis 
court at nearby Oakton Com-
munity College collapsed 
from flooding, and suggested 
the same thing would happen 
to a transfer station. The 
group also said trucks trans-
porting trash into and out of 
the station would case con-
gestion. 

Wheeling Village President 
Sheila Schultz, who chairs 
the Solid Waste Agency of 

$25,150; seven people, $26,900; and 
eight or more people, $28,650. 

The "low" income ceiling for 
one person is $24,300; two people, 
$27,750; three people, $31,250; four 
people, $34,700; five people, 
$36,850; six people, $39,050; seven 
people, $41,250; and eight or more 
people, $43,400. 

After a resident is accepted into 
the program, an architect hired by 
the village surveys the home and 
makes improvement plans. The 
work is done by a village-approved 
contractor and inspected by the 
village's community development 
staff when it is finished. 

The home improvement pro-
gram is funded by a grant from 
Cook County. Last year, four 
homes in were rehabilitated. 

Northern Cook County, dis-
counted Lindstrom's conten-
tions this week, as the 
agency prepared for the 
County zoning hearing. 

She said the agency plans 
to create two ponds at the 
site that, together, are nearly 
twice the size necessary to 
meet county water retention 
requirements. Moreover, the 
agency would build a sepa-
rate retention basin at the 
site not even required by the 
county. 

She said no polluted water 
would flow from the station 
into the neighboring Des 
Plaines River. 

In addition, according to 
Schultz, a study has indi-
cated that any traffic increase 
in the area would be slight. 
She said the agency was 
planning road improvements, 
including an alignment of the 
station's entrance with that 
of the Maryville Academy, to 
ameliorate congestion. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

OSL- 
A Wheeling Township 

transfer station would not 
cause flooding, pollution and 
traffic congestion, officials of 
the agency backing the sta-
tion claimed this week as a 
hearing on the proposal drew 
near. 

The comments were made 
as a result of continuing 
pressure from Save America's 
Future Environment, a group 
that opposes the transfer sta-
tion and a proposed baleful 
in Bartlett that would be 
served by the station. 

The Cook County Zoning 
Board of Appeals is expected 
to consider the proposal this 
month. Zoning Board of 
Appeals Secretary Nick Phil- • lips said the ZBA might 
review the Wheeling Town-
ship question either Sept. 5 
or Sept. 19. 

The Wheeling Township 
transfer station would be 

Hearing expected soon 
on transfer station here 
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Sit/1'4 iigts location of Wheeling trees 
7 '1-6/ .  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

In an effort to find out where the 
village needs more trees, Wheeling 
officials have completed a survey 
listing each of the 6,004 village-
owned trees by species and location. 

"We want to plant more trees in 
high visibility areas and where trees 
are now lacking," Village Manager 
Craig G. Anderson said. "As part of 
that, we wanted to know what trees 
we have." 

The village has set aside ;30,000  

in this year's budget for planting 
about 300 new trees. Last year - 
the first year of the program - the 
village used $100,000 to plant about 
100 trees. 

New trees have been planted 
along Dundee Road and around 
Wheeling High School. The village 
has also compiled a list of homeown-
ers who have lost a parkway tree in 
the last five years and is contacting 
them to see if they want the tree re-
placed. 

The survey also will help the vil- 

lage determine what types of trees 
to purchase in the future to avoid 
some of the problems trees around 
the village cause now. 

For instance, Anderson said, some 
types of trees, like the Silver Maple, 
have roots that tend to seek water 
and are sometimes responsible for 
some sewer problems homeowners 
experience. 

"Some people have not wanted 
their parkway trees replaced be-
cause of these problems," he said. 

The village is a member of the  

Suburban Tree Consortium, a group 
of suburbs that contracts with a nur-
sery to grow the trees they will need 
three years in the future. 

In return for promising to pur-
chase the trees, the nursery gives the 
village a better price than if it solic-
ited bids. 

The survey will be used to deter- 
mine what type of trees to order. , 

"We don't want too many of the 
same type of trees," he said. "For 
instance, if we had too many Dutch 
Elms, Dutch Elm disease would take 
out all the trees." 

Owners may be fined for false alarms 

0 0  

O 
Ca 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling business owners and 
homeowners will have to pay fines 
for repeated false alarms under a 
new village ordinance proposed to 
trustees Monday. 

Owners of burglar, fire and rob-
bery alarms will be subject to 
fines and also will be required to 
get a permit. 

Under the ordinance, alarm 
owners will be sent warning let-
ters for the first three false 
alarms. After the fourth false 
alarm, owners will be fined $50 
per false alarm. After 10, the 
owner will be required to pay a 
$100 fine for each incident. 

"Wheeling is one of the few 

BY BONN BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Fire and Police 
Commission Thursday denied a 
motion to dismiss charges stating 
that officer Robert Pressley vio-
lated Wheeling Police Department 
codes. 

Pressley has been charged with 
violating department codes prohi-
biting officers from taking breaks 
within the first two hours of their 
shifts and taking breaks which ex-
ceed 15 minutes. 

The charges also state that 
Pressley went outside village 
boundaries on at least four occa-
sions while on duty last October 
and November, also a violation of 
department policy.  

communities in this area that does 
not have an alarm ordinance in 
place," said Wheeling Police Chief 
Michael F. Haeger. "Many com-
munities have had one since the 
1970's. 

Haeger said the ordinance is not 
meant to generate money for the 
village but to drive down the num-
ber of false alarms that police and 
fire departments respond to. He 
said that most false alarms are the 
fault of business owners and home-
owners who do not know how their 
systems work. 

"We need to put a stop to this 
negligence before someone gets 
hurt," he said. "It becomes more 
dangerous with banks when police 
are responding to an armed-rob-
bery call with full intention of con- 

Noel T. Wroblewski, general 
counsel for the Combined Counties 
Police Association and Pressley's 
attorney, asked the commission to 
drop the charges because he said 
they do not give specific dates and 
times for the alledged violations. 

"We can't respond to dates they 
don't know," he said. "They don't 
know what's going on. It's guess-
work and recollection." 

The commission denied Wrob-
lewski's motion. John C. Broihier, 
attorney for the commission, said 
that the commission felt that the 
police department had provided a 
specific enough time frame for the 
alledged violations. 

"The charges are adequate in 
that they provide specific loca-
tions and an approximate time  

fronting one. If we can't get that 
message across with education, 
maybe we can get it across with 
fines." 

In the first six months of 1990, 
the police department responded 
to 1,036 false alarms, up 14 per-
cent from the first six months of 
1989. Haeger said that in June 
alone three or more companies 
had 19 false alarms each, and 22 
businesses and 12 residents each 
have had more than 18 false 
alarms already this year. 

"I am appalled at the figures we 
are seeing here," said Trustee Wil-
liam A. Rogers. "How many times 
do police cars and fire engines 
have to go out before you get peo-
ple to understand the hardship 
they are causing the village?" 

frame," he said. 
Pressley's lawyers hope to 

prove that he is a victim of "selec-
tive prosecution." They said they 
feel the charges are an attempt to 
retaliate against him for his con-
troversial history on the force. 

Pressley has two lawsuits pend-
ing against the village. In 1983 he 
filed a racial discrimination suit 
against the village. And in April of 
this year Pressley filed another 
suit as a result of a gag order Po-
lice Chief Michael Haeger imposed 
on him. Wroblewski will be given 
police department records of any 
other officers who have been 
reprimanded for the offenses 
Pressley is charged with since 
1988 and will try to prove that he 
is being treated more harshly. 
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Wheelmg offices pitch in and recycle paper 
ers and business "But over g forms, will be col o go with the 

flow, Wheeling hopes to 
reduce it; at least when it 
comes to the waste stream. 

With aluminum, tin, 1 as 
newspaper and plasti 
already being recycled in th 
village, trustees last wee 
approved a program uncle 
which a variety of paper use 
in village offices would b 
collected for later reuse. 

"It's taking one more corn 
modity out of the waste 
stream," Village Manager 
Craig Anderson explained 
Thursday. And since part of 
that stream may end in a 
proposed Bartlett balefill, 
Wheeling has a vested inter-
est in reducing the amount of 
waste which would be sent 

lected at 
f desks under the program. 
g While the village would 
e receive 20 percent of the 
k profit from the 

as we can," Anderson said o 
the balefill, which is bein 
promoted by the Solid Wast 
Agency of Northern Coo 
County. 

Desktop Recycling, Inc., 
e the Wheeling firm which will 
e operate the new village pro- 

gram, estimates that it would 
r reduce the amount of office 
d waste going from the village 
e to the balefill by at least 30 

percent to 40 percent. 
Copy, bond, computer, typ-

ing, note, carbonless and 
other paper, as well as 

the course of years, it adds up." 
The progra's success 

must really be weighed in 
terms of attitudes, rather 
than pounds, Anderson said. 

"It makes environmental 
sense," he said. "If we 
weren't associated with 
SWANCC, we might have 
been doing something on our 
own anyway." 

Village Trustee James 
Whittington, who proposed 
the Wheeling plan, offered a 
similar view. 

"We have to raise our con-
ciousness about disposable 

yc ab! . material's gross sales after a 
three month trial period, 
Anderson said the actual dol-
lar amount will probably be 
minimal. "I don't think we'll 
know what it is until the pro- 
gram starts growing," he 
added. 

"In the big scheme of 
things, we won't collect tons 
and tons and tons of paper," 
Anderson acknowledged. 

s - - 

items in society," he said Fri-
day. "We can't just continue 
to produce garbage with no 
place to put it." 

At Wheeling High School, 
where Whittington is associ-
ate principal, wastepaper is 
put in recycling containers 
similar to those to be used in 
the village offices, the result 
of a program Whittington 
inaugurated near the end of 
the last school year. 

The high school's program 
may collect 120 pounds of 
wastepaper during each of 
the 38 weeks of school, 
according to Whittington. 



False alarms ringing up big bucks 
-(3 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 
LA. A) T 

Wheeling trustees are 
considering taking steps to 
curtail an "appalling" num-
ber of false police alarms 
that have drawn ringing 
criticism because of their 
frequency. 

In a report to the village 
board Monday, Police Chief 
Michael Haeger said only 
six of 4,598 alarms his 
department responded to in 
1988 and 1989 were valid. 

Of the 1,040 alarms at 
residential, industrial and 
commercial locations police 

c' 
answered in the first six 
months of 1990, only four 
were bona fide, Haeger said. 

About 410 were due to 
negligence and/or employee 
error, and officers were 
unable to determine the 
cause in an additional 587 
alarms, the report noted. 

In the same report, Fire 
Chief Keith MacIsaac said 
his department responded 
to 170 false alarms in 1988, 
and 346 the following year. 

With 250 false alarms 
occuring in 1990 through 
Monday, MacIsaac esti-
mated his department 
would respond to another 80  

by the end of the year. 
Haeger added that "a 

very large number of loca-
tions" were triggering five 
or more false alarms each 
year. 

The alarm system, he 
stressed, is "being abused 
day in and day out." 

Every response to a false 
fire alarm cost the village 
about $500 and a false 
police alarm costs about 
$100, according to MacIsaac 
and Haeger. 

Haeger said in one 
instance a property owner 
told responding officers he 
was just testing the alarm to  

set if the department was 
going to respond. 

"It gets even more seri-
ous when there's an error at 
a bank . . .and we're 
responding as if we may 
have an armed robbery in 
progress," Haeger said. 

Haeger urged the board 
to pass an ordinance penal-
izing the excessive trigger-
ing of false alarms. 

"It's not your right to 
expect unlimited response 
due to your inability to 
operate equipment," he 
said. 

The chiefs' proposal 
would impose a $50 fine  

after five offenses, and a 
$100 for each false alarm 
after 10. 

Haeger noted that Wheel-
ing is "one of the few" com-
munities in the area without 
an alarm ordinance. 

He emphasized that the 
ordinance would be regula-
tory, rather than a revenue 
producer. 

"There's no way you 
would ever recover your 
actual costs" through the 
imposition of fines, he said. 

"I'm appalled at these 
figures," Trustee William 
Rogers said of the report's 

(Continued on page 24) 

Village planned 
well for growth 

7.;(14-4 ? -c-(° By WAYNE 

Wheeling nor Township 
High School District 214, 
which includes Wheeling 
High School, was caught 
unprepared for the popula-
tion growth shown in the 
1990 census. 

The count showed Wheel-
ing had grown to 29,786 res-
idents in 1990, compared to 
23,266 in 1980. (Related 
story page 9) 

"There weren't any sur-
prises," Village Manager 
Craig Anderson said Tues-
day. 

In fact, according to 
Anderson, the Wheeling 
census figure was "within a 
few hundred" of the tally 
the Northeastern Illinois 
Plan Commission made 
years ago to predict the vil-
lage's 1990 size, which the 
village had used as a factor 
in planning for growth. 

"We've kept track of 
housing units and occu-
pancy permits, so we 
thought we had a pretty 
good idea" of population 
trends," Anderson said. 
"For the past several years, 
we knew from service calls, 
increased traffic and crime 
statistics where we had to 
make adjustments, add 
staff, and review how we do 
certain things." 

The "major" adjustment 
Wheeling has made to pre- 

proved to be correct "within 
one percent," if special edu-
cation students, who nor-
mally are not included in 
the total, are subtracted. An 
unofficial count placed the 
student population at 1,759, 
according to Gubbioti. 

She added that census 
counts in municipalities do 
not always coincide with 
school growth. 

"Seventy-five percent of 
our population does not 
have school age children,"  

pare for a larger population 
is joining with Palatine, 
Buffalo Grove and Arlington 
Heights in the early 1980s 
in a commission which 
brings Lake Michigan water 
to those communities, 
according to Anderson. 

"Now we have an assured 
volume of water, and we 
know what the pressure is 
going to be, and that the 
quality is high," he said. 
"That's important not only 
for quality of life but for 
growth." 

The village has also 
invested "considerable time, 
money and effort" in build-
ing roads, sidewalks, and 
storm and sanitary sewers, 
Anderson added. "We know 
they're safe, and can handle 
the population of Wheeling 
now and for years to come." 

Wheeling has also added 
staff, including 25 police 
department employees, 
mostly officers, since about 
1984, Anderson added. 

Equipment and vehicles 
have also been purchased 
by the village, he said. 

District 214 Community 
Relations Coordinator Lena 
Gubiotti said Tuesday Dis- 
trict 214 relied upon its own 
count of student popula-
tions in "feeder districts," 
consisting of grammar 
schools and junior high 
schools, in its planning. 

Projections made a year 
ago based upon such a tally 

(Continued on page 23) 

she said. "Unless there's 
something startling ahead 
that no one's predicting, 
we're not looking at dra-
matic increases." 

While Wheeling has 
grown moderately, its neigh-
bor buffalo growth virtually 
exploded. In 1980, Buffalo 
Grove, a former agricultural 
community situated on the 
edge of a rapidly expanding 
suburban area, held some 
22,230 people, mostly in the 
southern Cook County sec- 

statistics. "Every time I see 
a ,fire or police vehicle go 
past, I can almost assume 
it's (responding to ) a false 
alarm." 

The frequent offender 
"has major problems in his 
company, and is causing 
major problems for this vil-
lage," he added. 

Rogers, and Trustees 
Elizabeth Hartman and 
James Whittington recom-
mended that the board con-
sider passing an ordinance 
with even stronger penalties 
than those proposed by the 
chiefs. 

"If we're going to do it, 
let's do it with some force," 
Rogers urged. 

Hartman said people that 
have a dozen or more 
alarms should really be pay-
ing a stiff penalty,. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said Tuesday that 
the village staff would prob-
ably recommend fines be 
imposed.beginning with the 
4th offense, bringing Wheel-
ing in line with seven 
neighboring municipalities. 

MacIsaac said the Wood-
land Creek apartments, and 
Addolorata Villa Home for 
Aged Men and Women, both 
of which were experiencing 
problems with their alarm 
systems, accounted for 
almost 25 percent of the 
false alarms his department 
received in a year. "We're 
working closely with each, 
and informing them that's 
unacceptable, Aid hoping 
for a cooperat.ve effort to 
resolve it," he said. 

STAFF WRITER 
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tion of the village. 
Preliminary census fig-

ures now show Buffalo 
Grove with 34,550 residents 
in 1990. A study by the 
Northeastern Illinois Plan-
ning Commission pegs the 
population at about 46,017 
in the year 2010. 

The rap a growth has 
forced Buffalo Grove to add 
staff, doubling the size of 
the police department in the 
last decade. • 



Growth forecasts spark 
area planning debates 

By SHELLEY ACOCA 

C>0 
STAFF Arne  s cje, 

Over the next two decades, 
southeastern McHenry 
County and south central 
Lake County will be hit with 
the growth that parts of Cook 
and DuPage counties became 
familiar with over the last 20 
years. 

And the reason for that, 
according to Northeastern 
Illinois Plan Commission offi-
cials, is business. 

"Employment growth, 
especially in those areas, is 
the key to it all. I don't know 
that housing affordability 
plays a part," said Max Die-
ber, plan commission director 
of research services. 

The development of Sears 
Merchandise group in Hoff-
man Estates is one business 
that will play a key role in 
population development, 
especially in McHenry 
County and the Hoffman 
Estates area, Dieber said. 

Hoffman Estates' popula-
tion, for instance, is expected 
to grow by nearly 27 percent 
over the next two decades, 
from its current population of 
approximately 45,500 to 
nearly 59,000. 

But the spin-off effects of 
business growth in the 
Golden Corridor will be much 
more far reaching than that. 

Algonquin, nestled in the 
far southeastern corner of 
McHenry corner, has been on 
the grow since 1980. The tiny 
village will have expanded 
into a boomtown by 2010, 
with an estimated population 
of 20,321, an increase of a 
whopping 78 percent over 
preliminary 1990 census fig-
ures and a 248 percent 
increase over 1980 census fig-
ures. 

Other southeastern 

1990 census estimates' 

Community 1980 1990 20102  

Algonquin 5,576 11,399 20,321 
Barrington 9,029 9,369 12,440 
Barrington Hills 3,631 3,263 5,942 
Buffalo Grove 22,230 34,550 46,017 
Cary 6,640 9,636 16,563 
Crystal Lake 18,590 23,991 41,781 
Hoffman Estates 37,272 45,555 58,590 
Lake Zurich 8,225 13,182 19,754 
Palatine 32,176 36,166 46,478 
Rolling Meadows 20,167 22,210 22,486 
Schaumburg 53,305 66,781 86,894 
Wauconda 5,688 6,269 10,067 
Wheeling 23,266 29,786 40,127 

'U.S. Census Bureau preliminary figures 
'Northeastern Illinois Plan Commission preliminary estimates 

numbers will bring good 
news and bad news. The posi-
tive side, business growth in 
communities starving for 
additional commerce and 
industry, will also have a 
down side - more traffic on 
already congested roads. 

"It looks like the numbers 
are going to show that the 
demand for the extended 
Route 53 is even stronger 
than we forecast. It just gives 
a little more impetus to the 
project," Ryan said. 

In addition, Ryan contends 
that the employment figures 
may make the proposed Fox 
Valley Freeway, planned to 
extend run from Rt. 55 in 
Romeoville to the Wisconsin 
border, an even more viable 
project. 

Turning the Elgin, Joliet & 
Eastern railway into a com-
muter route, however, may 
still remain a question in the 
minds of CATS officials. 

"We have it in our plan as 
a corridor of the future, but 

(Continued on page 23) 

McHenry County communi-
ties will be similarly effected 
by the relocation of Sears 
and other big businesses who 
have chosen to leave Chicago 
and move out to the suburbs. 

In 1988, the Chicago Area 
Transportation Study did 
some 21st century planning 
of its own with the release of 
its 2010 transportation plan. 
The study, a long term plan 
for future transportation cor-
ridors, backed some hotly 
debated projects, including a 
Route 53 extension into Lake 
County and the Fox Valley 
Freeway. 

Later this year, the 
regional plan commission is 
expected to release employ-
ment projections for 2010, 
numbers which some say will 
be even more telling than the 
population projections. 

"The feeling is that those 
will be even more different 
than in the past," said 
Eugene Ryan, deputy director 
of the Chicago Area Trans- 
portation Study. 

Ryan predicts that those 

one that's not warranted at 
this time," Ryan said. 

Schaumburg, no stranger 
to growth, will see its own 
population peak as the 21st 
century approaches. Accord-
ing to the Northeastern Illi-
nois Plan Commission 
figures, Schaumburg's popu-
lation will increase by nearly 
one-third to 86,894 over the 
next two decades. 

But Village Manager 
George Longmeyer says that 
projection may be on the 
high side. With little land left 
for the village to annex and a 
trend toward zoning remain-
ing residential sites for single 
family or low density multi-
ple family homes, Schaum-
burg's actual population will  

likely peak out at about 
82,000, Longmeyer said. 

With area wide population 
growth, the major issue for 
area leaders to grapple with 
will be traffic, Longmeyer 
predicted. 

"The region is going to 
have to hunker down and 
spend some money to 
address this issue. In the 
long run, we're going to have 
to spend a lot more money 
on the highways and take a 
lot better look at mass trans-
portation," he said. 

Schaumburg leaders are 
well on their way to investi-
gating mass transportation 
for the future. Currently, the 
Regional Transportation 
Authority is considering  

Schaumburg as a prime site 
for a proposed personal rapid 
transit line, a new form of 
mass transportation which 
would place small, computer-
ized cars on tracks between 
key locations in the village. 

Longmeyer warns that 
Schaumburg, long the fall 
guy in debates over north-
west suburban congestion, 
will not be able to address 
the issue of traffic-clogged 
roads on its own. 

"It's going to take a reset-
ting of the mind-set of the 
people and a lot of intergov- 
ernmental cooperation 
between the federal govern-
ment, the county, the state, 
and the municipalities," he 
said. • 
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Confronting the limits of residential and commercial expansion, Wheeling still offers a taste of country charm. 
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Community Development Director Mike Klitzke sees the need for Wheeling to 
attract new businesses, including R.S. Anderson Co., a meat packaging firm. 

By Charles Laughlin 

The Village of Wheeling 
has seen the end of its for-
mative residential and com-
mercial growth, with all but 
a few scattered parcels al-
ready annexed and devel-
oped. 

The next few years will 
mostly involve refinement 
of that growth and the com-
pletion of the development 
of the industrial sector, says 
Village Manager Craig An-
derson. 

"We are not going to grow 
a lot more geographically," 
Anderson says. There are 
not hundreds of acres which 
could be annexed, or any-
thing like that." 

Wheeling Village Presi-
dent Sheila Schultz sees the 
future course of develop-
ment as "filling in the gaps 
in order to make the village 
as well-rounded as possi-
ble." 

But she notes there are 
some scattered vacant par-
cels, mostly located near the 
center of the oddly shaped 
village, in an area zoned for 
light industrial use. South 
of Hintz Road, where the 
vacant land is located, An-
derson hopes to attract ap-
propriate businesses to add 
to the villages tax base. 

The village has had some 
recent success in attracting 
industrial properties. Two 
companies are currently re-
locating to Wheeling. 

The first company, R.S. 
Anderson, packages meats 
for mainly institutional cus-
tomers. The company is re-
locating from Chicago and 
is building a new complex 
on Hintz Road, just west of 
Wolfe Road. 

The other new arrival is 
Engis Corp., a company 
that does finishing work on 
industrial instrumentation. 
Engis has relocated from 
Morton Grove and is also 
constructing a new facility 
on Hintz. 

Both companies qualified 
for state 6B tax incentives, 
which alone did not propel 
their decision to move to 
Wheeling. 

Location is more the key, 
says Community Develop- 

ment Director Mike 
Klitzke. 

"We have good access to 
Lake Cook Road and the 
Tollway," Klitzke says. "We 
are not too far east or too 
far west." 

He says while housing has 
nearly built out, there has 
been "consistent industrial 
growth. About one-half of 
the industrial area that has 
been platted, zoned and 
planned is still available. 
Hopefully that steady 
growth will continue." 

Anderson says that what 
little room there is left for 
residential development the 
village will try to reserve for 
single-family detached 
housing. 

Anderson wants to see 
this type of development to 
complement the village's 
broad mix of housing op-
tions. He says this type of 
development would comple-
ment the mix of apartment 
building, condominiums and 
existing single-family 
homes. 

One goal of having a  

broad residential mix is that 
when a family wants to 
move up the ladder in hous-
ing, they are able to do that 
and remain residents of 
Wheeling. 

"People want to stay 
within the community," he 
says. 

Home prices in Wheeling, 
according to Anderson, 
range from $100,000 for 
older, generally smaller 
homes, to $300,000 price 
tags on larger, more recent-
ly built houses. 

Klitzke says there are 
only scattered sites around 
the village left for single 
family residential develop-
ment. Most of that is of the 
"infill" variety, sections of 
12 to 15 lots in residentially 
zoned areas. 

Wheeling, with a popula-
tion of 28,300, has a per  

capita income of $14,775. 
The median age of the vil-
lage population is 30.2 
years, and the average 
Wheeling resident has 13.8 
years of schooling, which 
would carry them almost 
through two years of col-
lege. 

Anderson says Wheeling 
has "a good mix" in its tax 
base, enabling the village to 
avoid a heavy reliance on 
residential property taxes to 
support village services. 

The village relies on prin-
cipal taxpayers, in other 
words businesses which pay 
more than $2.5 million in 
property taxes annually, for 
19 percent of its revenues. 

The village has an annual 
budget of $21 million, An-
derson says. The total 
equalized assessed valuation 
of village property is  

$398,691,459. 
Residents pay property 

taxes of just under one dol-
lar per $100 of equalized 
assessed valuation. That 
rate was recently lowered 
from $1.50 for two reasons. 

The recent reassessment 
of village property raised 
revenues beyond the needs 
of the village administra-
tion, so the rate was re-
duced. Also, the village 
brings in about $800,000 a 
year from the state income 
tax surcharge. Anderson 
says the village may raise 
taxes if the surcharge is dis-
continued by the state. In 
the meantime, the village 
will favor the revenue 
source that does not rely on 
a property tax. 

Schultz, who was first 
elected in 1981, has two 
priorities for the village: 
maintenance and redevelop-
ment. 

Wheeling hopes to bring 
more of a focus to its com-
mercial heart by encourag-
ing redevelopment in the 
center of town. Schultz 
points to two areas where 
the village wants to see new 
projects come in and add 
luster to areas that have 
begun to fade. 

The first area is a tax 
increment finance district 
roughly surrounding the in-
tersection of Dundee and 
Milwaukee. 

The other, a short dis-
tance west, is the intersec-
tion of Dundee and Wolfe, 
where an abandoned gas 
station sits waiting for a 
project to replace it. 

On the commercial devel-
opment front, Wheeling 
hopes to bring more of a 
focus to its commercial 
heart by encouraging new 
development in the center 
of town, roughly the area 
around the intersection of 
Dundee Road and Milwau-
kee Avenue. 

"As we have grown, we 
have sort of lost our central  

business district," Anderson 
says, referring to the decen-
tralization often created by 
growth. 

In order to promote 
downtown development, the 
village created a tax incre-
ment finance district in the 
center of town which pools 
all taxes collected in the 
district to use for condem-
nation of property and oth-
er cost associated with rede-
velopment. 

But a court challenge, 
currently tied up in the ap-
pellate courts by some local 
commercial property owners 
who faced condemnation, 
has put a major downtown 
shopping center develop-
ment on hold. 

The shopping center 
would have "incorporated 
and expanded upon the 
Sportmart development [at 
the northwest corner of Mil-
waukee and Dundee]. It 
would have included an-
other possible anchor and 
some smaller shops," 
Klitzke says. 

"We are waiting for a de-
cision," Anderson says. 

Anderson says the village 
hopes to use its abundant, 
and in the case of LeFran-
cais, world class, restaurants 
as an attraction to develop-
ers with compatible con-
cepts, such as upscale retail. 

Schultz notes Wheeling 
recently completed a five-
year road improvement pro-
gram, and it is now time to 
assess which village streets 
that were not included in 
the last program now need 
repair. 

"There is always some-
thing to do," Schultz la-
ments. But her position 
may soon be abandoned, if 
Schultz fares well in her bid 
for a seat on the Cook 
County Board in the No-
vember election. But be-
cause Schultz is running as 
a Democrat in heavily Re-
publican district, she has an 

Turn to Page 30 

Special Advertising Section 

Wheeling 
keeps 
growth 
in check 
Industrial development 
follows different route 
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An artist's rendering of the future site of Faucet Queen In the Palwaukee Business Center, an Industrial complex in Wheeling. 
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uphill battle to win before she moves on to 
countywide office. 

One of the biggest events in Wheeling in 
recent years was the 1985 acquisition of 
Palwaukee Airport in conjunction with the 
village of Prospect Heights. 

The two villages took over the airport, 
which serves mainly light aircraft, to pre-
vent its operation by the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

Palwaukee had been privately owned by 
George Priester and his son Charles. But 
they indicated they would sell the airport, 
perhaps to developers who intended a dif-
ferent use for the property, Anderson says. 

"The FAA wanted to keep it open as a 
reliever airport," Anderson says. "It looked 
like it was going to stay open one way or 
another. The municipalities wanted some 
control." 

Because they operate the airport, the two 
villages must supervise a number of im-
provements to bring the airport up to state 
and federal aviation standards. Anderson 
notes the improvements, which include run-
way extensions and improvement and clear-
ing obstructions will be paid for by the 
FAA and the Illinois Department of Trans-
portation. 

One major project resulting from the 
airport acquisition will be the relocation of 
the intersection of Wolfe and Hintz roads. 
The busy intersection has had to make do 
as a four-way stop because it is so close to 
the end of a runway that the installation of 
traffic lights would create an obstruction 
for aircraft. 

By looping the two streets away from the 
runway in order to make them intersect 
about 1,000 feet west of the current inter-
section, the village will finally be able to 
install traffic signals and ease the  

current rush-hour congestion. The project 
is expected to be completed within three 
years, Anderson says. 

Village ownership of the airport land has 
enabled it to take control of property once 
viewed an eyesore. • 

"It gives us an opportunity to clean up 
some of the areas along Milwaukee, to 
demolish some old buildings and clean up 
some lots that were being used as dumps," 
Anderson says. "It is an opportunity to 
change the character of the area." 

Another project that Anderson feels will  

add to the quality of life in Wheeling is the 
addition of a commuter rail stop in the 
village. Wheeling is presently working with 
Metra to come up with a way to use 
Wisconsin Central tracks as a link to the 
Chicago and Northwestern Line into the 
city. Wheeling commuter now must drive to 
nearby Deerfield, Arlington Heights, or Mt. 
Prospect to catch a train downtown. 

"That is costly. They have to pay non-
resident rates to park in their lots. It is also 
not convenient," Anderson says. 

The village hopes to work with the  

Wheeling Park District to put up a station 
along the old Wisconsin Central tracks next 
to Heritage Park. The park district then 
could use the lot in the evenings, when 
most commuter lots are empty. 

Anderson says the addition of a commut-
er rail stop would be a key addition to the 
community. "It would help keep people in 
the community." 

As Wheeling approaches its centennial 
(on July 31, 1994), the village enters a 
phase shared by many surrounding older 
suburbs: contending with life after growth. 

Firefighting needs 
demand changes 

By Ann Louise Truschel 
?— _3-- 90 

"We'll be doubling our manp
6
ower in the 

next five years," says Deputy Chief Joseph 
Wieser of the Buffalo Grove Fire Depart-
ment. "We'll be hiring 30 additional fire 
fighters and adding 20 staff and clerical 
personnel. We're also building a third sta-
tion and adding an administration wing to 
our North Station." 

This expansion, which will eventually 
enlarge the Buffalo Grove Fire Protection 
District from two districts to four, is a 
result of the growth in population of the 
area. Presently the fire department has 36 
paid firefighters, 20 volunteers and a staff 
of 5. 

"All of our firefighters are paramedics," 
adds Wieser. "They're certified through 
Northwest Community Hospital, and once 
a month nurses from the hospital come to 
the stations to provide in-station instruc-
tion. 

"We have three MICU (Mobile Intensive 
Care Unit) ambulances equipped with ad-
vanced life support equipment; two ambu-
lances are manned 24 hours a day by two 
paramedics. The third unit is used for 
back-up." 

There is no charge for this paramedic 
service at the present time, as the commu-
nity has funded fire department growth 
with taxes. However, Buffalo Grove is talk-
ing about the possibility of charging non-
residents to help fund the increasing de-
mand on the fire service. 

According to Buffalo Grove Fire Chief 
Thomas C. Allenspach, the number of calls 
to the department has been increasing by 
10 percent a year for several years. 

"Last year we had almost 2,900 calls," 
states Allenspach. "Sixty percent of those 
were requests for emergency medical ser-
vices (EMS)." 

The increase in the number of EMS calls 
was the main reason why the Long Grove 
Fire Protection District switched this past 
May from a volunteer department to a 
contract fire service.  

"The contract service provides two fire 
fighter-paramedics seven days a week, 24 
hours a day," explains Long Grove Fire 
Chief David C. Grupp. "We'll use our vol-
unteers for back-up." 

The change from a volunteer service to a 
paid service was dictated both by econom- 
ics and the growing demand on the depart-
ment. "Our calls have been increasing by 10 
percent a year for the past three years," 
states Grupp. "Last year we had about 550  

ambulance calls and 130 fire calls. Although 
the actual number of fires has been re-
duced, the number of EMS calls has 
grown." 

Grupp says the Long Grove Fire Protec-
tion District is going to monitor its needs 
closely for the next 2-3 years. 

"We're going to go a little slow adding 
people on a full-time basis because we 
expect the alarm growth (the increase in 
the number of calls) to stabilize. Part of 
unincorporated Cook County now receiving 
fire protection from Long Grove will prob-
ably be annexed to Arlington Heights and 
Palatine. In addition, the amount of avail-
able land for building is decreasing, and our 
commercial area is fairly stable." 

Stable growth is also a characteristic of 
the community of Wheeling. 

"Wheeling hasn't 
changed much in 10 
years," says Fire Chief 
Keith MacIsaac. "We 
aren't experiencing the 
big growth that some of 
the other communities 
around here are seeing. 
The fire department 
has 41 full-time em-
ployees and 14 paid on- 
call (volunteer) fire 

Thomas C. fighters. Thirty-six of 
Allenspach our full-time employees 

and two of our volunteers are paramedics. 
Last year we had 2916 calls; 1956 of them 
were ambulance calls. Although our ambu-
lance calls have increased 18 percent in the 
last ten years, that's due mainly to the 
aging of our population." 

While the Wheeling Fire Department 
doesn't have to expand its services, MacI-
saac is making it a priority to improve the 
services the department already provides 
with its present manpower. Next month 
Wheeling will sign an automatic aid agree-
ment with Buffalo Grove. 

Says MacIsaac, "With this agreement, 
fire equipment from either community will 
be dispatched automatically. We'll be able 
to provide the best coverage regardless of 
village boundaries. We want to have fire 
apparatus within 11/2  miles of a fire site. In 
some of the fringe areas, we exceed that 
distance by one-quarter to one-half mile. 
Buffalo Grove fire equipment is actually 
closer. They would respond in these cases 
and we'd do the same for them." 

Chief MacIsaac also plans to soon formal-
ize a similar agreement with the Village of 
Mount Prospect. 



Jackie Pollack 

Retailing cashes in at 
right place, right time 

(Aft) ifrt-eS 7-13 
By Roger W. Rouland to ,129 acres, and a population that has 

climbed from 22,000 to an estimated 35,000. 
Both the burgeoning Village of Buffalo Meanwhile, land dedicated to commercial 

Grove and the more mature community of use and accompanying sales tax dollars to 
Wheeling are taking steps to improve their the village have roughly tripled. Today the 
local retail economies. village boasts 23 shopping centers, either 

In Wheeling, that path is being marked existing or somewhere in the development 
with attempts to spur redevelopment stage, according to the village planner's 
through a village-assembled shopping area office. 
and independent endeavors which will fol- "We've seen steady progress in the ex- 
low suit. While in Buffalo Grove, officials pension of the retail shopping community 
are guiding the steadily progressing com- of Buffalo Grove in the last several years, 
mercial climate through a well-established Balling said. "We are starting to get soft 
land-use plan. good retailers and more service businesses. 

And in both cases, tax increment financ- But we're still without any major depart-
ing (TIF) districts are playing a part in ment stores, or what I would call white 
local efforts. Wheeling officials are still good stores selling major appliances, or 
hopeful they can capitalize on a district tied high-volume electronics stores. Otherwise 
up in litigation, while in Buffalo Grove, a the mix is pretty good." 
TIF district and a 17-year-old vacant parcel That mix, since the early 1970s, has been 
of land has meant an almost-overnight guided by Buffalo Grove's master plan, 
downtown. Balling said. It calls for neighborhood shop- 

From a commercial development stand- ping areas for residents, rather than major 
point, Buffalo Grove appears to be in the malls which would increase traffic conges-
right place at the right time with the right tion by enticing out-of-town shoppers into 
plan, according to Village Manager William the village. 
Balling. "We've got a cluster plan where we have 

"We're in a developing area, and, by and neighborhood shopping centers rather than 
large, [development] has been a reaction to strip shopping down major highways," Ball-
market conditions and zoning patterns," ing said. "We've tried to identify residential 
Balling said. "There is only a select number areas and cluster shopping around them." 
of land areas in the community not specifi- A welcome addition to that plan is one of 
tally designated residential. That in itself the Buffalo Grove's most notable achieve- 
has created demand." meets, the Town Center, where the village 

And that demand in the last decade has played a more active role in fostering a 
been dramatic, largely due to expanding development which includes retail, residen-
village limits which have grown from 2,995 tial and public property components. 

Develop 
Continued from Page 35 
obtaining approval for a $7.5 million TIF 
district, which will help pay off public 
improvements in the Town Center through 
increased tax revenues generated from the 
development itself. 

Those improvements, which are now be-
coming visible, include a public park, band-
shell and village green. When completed, 
the Town Center will include better than 
200,000 square feet of ground-level retail 
space, accompanied by second-story office 
sites. Space has also been dedicated for the 
village's first post office. 

Meanwhile, the residential sector of the 
Town Center will include 63 townhouses 
and 88 condominiums in two mid-rise 
buildings, encircled by a jogging and hiking 
path. Occupancy is expected to begin this 
fall. 

"It will be a town within a town," Lieber-
man said. "Buffalo Grove has always been 
like a bedroom community, where its peo-
ple were commuters. Now people will come 
to the community because its a destination. 
Buffalo Grove never had a downtown be-
fore, now it does." 

• • • 
Wheeling has long had a central business 

district, located at Dundee Road and Mil-
waukee Avenue. It is there at the northwest 
corner of the two state highways where 
officials hope to revitalize, modernize and 
diversify its retail mix and set in motion 
new structures which will encourage other 
area owners to redevelop their property. 

Village plans center on acquiring property 
on Dundee Road and Milwaukee Avenue to 
develop an L-shaped shopping center with 
about a dozen stores, anchored by the exist-
ing Sportmart on Dundee Road and another 
major retailer on Milwaukee Avenue. 

"In 1985 Wheeling petitioned for that 

Photo by Ellen Domke 

Stanley Lieberman, president of the Lieberman Group, was a key player in helping 
to develop the Town Center, Buffalo Grove's most notable achievement. 

and one of the key players in developing 
the Town Center. "As it turned out, it 
really is the focal point of the community." 

Lieberman's efforts were broadened by 
the assistance of other land development 
firms, including Melvin Simon & Associ-
ates, one the country's largest shopping 
center developers. But is was the village 
that made it work, said Lieberman, by 
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pects. 

"It's not so much the individual business-
es, as the fact they are not well-suited for 
the center of a business district." 

If the TIF goes through, Anderson said 
revenues generated by the new develop-
ment would go to pay 
off a TIF bond which 
would make the new 
center possible. 

But TIF revenues to 
date have only gone to-
wards legal fees, the 
purchase of a handful 
of land parcels, and the 
demolition of former 
buildings in the Mil-
waukee Avenue/Dundee 
Road area. Wheeling 
lost the first round of a challenge to its TIF 
district in a lower court, and is now await-
ing a decision from an appellate court on 
the matter. 

And while the village has been waiting 
for that decision, at least one shopping 
center has seen improvements, via indepen-
dent action. 

"Lynn Plaza [at Wheeling and Dundee 
Roads] had an old look of the 50s and 60s, 
and through a new facade and landscape 
program it was brought into the 1980s and 
1990s," said Denise Kennedy, manager of 
Travel Wise Ltd., a plaza tenant. 

Kennedy said the external improvements 
were effective in bringing tenants to the 
older plaza, and fostering compliments 
from local patrons. She said it could also 
serve as an example to other shopping 
centers. 

"I think it would be very nice to have a 
center for shopping in Wheeling [at Dundee 
Road and Milwaukee Avenue]," Kennedy 
said. "But I think there is a need in general 
throughout the town for revitalization, peri-
od. If existing shopping centers would do 
renovations, Wheeling would be better able 
to attract new business to the community." 

That development is the result of a land 
designation in the early 1970s which ear-
marked a 55-acre triangular section of land 
just north of of Lake-Cook Road between 
Buffalo Grove Road and Rte. 83, as a site 
for a "town center." 

"Seventeen years' ago the village found 
the place they though would be the center 
of town geographically," said Stanley Lie-
berman, president of the Lieberman Group 
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The construction of strip malls has been one of the many developments in Wheeling 
during the last year. This one was completed at Wolf and Dundee roads. 

area of the business community to be desig-
nated a TIF district," said Village Manager 
Craig Anderson, "because it is an older 
community and quite a few of the business 
are older structures—some not being used 
or used to their potential—and some in 
need of renovations. But it's been in court 
for two years, because of challenges by the 
owners of property we need to condemn to 
start redevelopment." 

Jackie Pollack, executive director of the 
Wheeling Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, said the TIF district would offer 
Wheeling's "downtown" a chance at revital- 

ization, and an opportunity to diversify its 
business mix. 

"Wheeling has an older business district 
because it's an older community, and it's in 
need of revitalization," Pollack said. "The 
Milwaukee Avenue corridor is deficient in 
its retail in what it offers; it is deficient in 
its variety of businesses." 

All the businesses the village needs to 
condemn to make its plan work are viable, 
Anderson said. "But that's not to say they 
could not be relocated and be in the TIF 
district," he said. "Part of the problem is 
the property itself, and its structural as- 
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Long Grove (left) has experienced a surge in new construction and Buffalo Grove has been one of the fastest growing of Chicago's suburbs. 

Buffalo Grove village planner Bob Pfeil (left) and associate planner 
John Dempsey have seen high construction growth for years. 

Still building on success 
Housing 
starts hit 
the roof 
in suburbs 

• By Jeffrey Steele 

For decades, the northwest sub-
urbs of Chicago have crept out-
ward, as one community after an-
other was sculpted from once-
open acreage. With each new 
generation of homeowners, the 
need was to venture further north 
and west. Seemingly overnight, 
bustling new neighborhoods rose 
from the leafy orchards, wind-
blown prairies and golden wheat 
fields of yesterday. 

Today, that's as true as it's ever 
been. And nowhere is that fact 
reflected more clearly than in an 
examination of housing `starts in 
the three suburban communities 
of Wheeling, Buffalo Grove, and 
Long Grove. 

Wheeling is an established, 
older-line community, where 
housing stock largely dates from 
the boom years of the fifties, six-
ties, and seventies. Within the 
borders of the community, there 
remain few parcels of vacant land 
available for new housing. 

To the north and the west, Buf-
falo Grove has been one of the 
fastest growing of Chicago's sub-
urbs for at least the last six years, 
but village administrators ac-
knowledge the community has 
probably seen the most explosive 
of its growth years. 

And still further out, Long 
Grove, after years of very slow and 
steady growth, has experienced a 
surge in new construction over the 
last half-decade—with the end 
likely nowhere in sight. 

"Ours is a mature suburb," says 
Stacey Rubin, assistant village 
planner in Wheeling. "There isn't 
a lot of vacant land still available 
in Wheeling for the construction 
of new developments." 

Nonetheless, since 1986, 510 
single-family homes, 1,722 units in 
multi-family housing, and five ma-
jor multi-family developments 
have been constructed in the sub-
urb. Recent years have seen the 
construction of developments such 
as Polo Run, situated east of Elm-
hurst Road between Hintz Road 
and Palatine Road, and Arlington 
Club, a Lexington Development 
built on land formerly occupied by 
a golf course. Another large pro-
ject, this one currently in the de-
velopment stages, is Stronggate, 
where site improvements are just 
beginning in a development that 
will someday boast 37 townhouses. 

"I'd say that in Wheeling, the 
big parcels are gone, and what's 
left is in-fill housing," observes 
Rubin. "The community will con-
tinue to grow, but at a slower 
pace. Because we currently have 
an imbalance of multi-family 
housing, we'll be looking to fill out 
our single-family housing stock in 
the coming years." 

Rising on the grounds of what 
was once the Fiore Nursery, the 
project calls for over 370 single-
family homes on lots ranging from 
8,750 square feet to one acre. In 
addition, the developers plan a 
"mixed-use area" to include 62 
duplexes, 36 townhomes, and 252 
carriage homes. 

Other developments currently 
underway include the Buffalo 
Grove Town Center, with 63 town-
homes, 92 condominiums, and 180 
elderly congregate units; West-
chester Estates, with 101 single-
family detached homes; Churchill 
Lane, with 85 single-family de-
tached homes; Manchester 
Greens, with 180 condominium 
and 20 townhomes; and Windsor 
Ridge, with 134 single-family de-
tached homes. 

As might be expected, this ex-
plosive growth has claimed much 
of the open land once available in 
the community. "What's left of 
the larger parcels is chiefly be-
tween Busch Road and Route 22," 
says Dempsey. "Although there 
are still a few parcels in unincor-
porated Buffalo Grove." 

Although the area north of 
Route 83 continues to build out at 
a rapid pace, Dempsey believes 
that "Buffalo Grove has seen its 
most explosive growth. It's likely 
to slow down considerably in the 
next 10 years." 

In neighboring Long Grove, it 
seems the housing surge has only 
just begun. The northwest subur-
ban community, renowned for its 
quaint shops and restaurants, has 
historically enjoyed a slow, steady 
growth, according to Robert Park-
er Coffin, village planning com-
missioner. "For a long period of 
time, there was an average of 
about 20 new starts a year, up 
until just recently," he says. 

In the latter half of the eighties, 
however, this pattern underwent a 
dramatic change. "We doubled 
the entire previous growth of Long 
Grove in just the last four years,"  

says D.M. "Cal" Doughty, village 
administrator. "Each of those 
years saw record or near-record 
housing starts, with an average of 
about 150 new homes each year—
most of them in the $300,000 to 
$400,000 price range." 

A doubling of homes in just four 
years would bring gigantic prob-
lems to many communities, but 
Doughty says the impact hasn't 
been felt as strongly in his village. 
"You have to remember that this 
tremendous growth covers an area 
of approximately eighteen square 
miles," says Doughty. "The im-
pact, in terms of traffic congestion 
and school crowding, is diminish-
ed because of the wide area en-
compassed. Then there's the qual-
ity of the homes. The houses here 
are going to produce the same 
number of students and cars as 
you'd find in other suburbs exper-
iencing unprecedented growth. 
But the taxes on the homes in 
Long Grove are going to cover 
their burden more effectively." 

Along with growth has come a 
distinct shift in the way housing is 
constructed in the community. 

"It used to be that a family 
bought a lot in Long Grove, hired 
an architect, and had a house 
custom built to their specifica-
tions," observes Coffin. "Now, 
builders buy parcels of land for 10 
or more homes, construct the 
houses, and individual buyers 
don't have the opportunity to ob-
tain that same level of customiza-
tion." 

Nevertheless, Long Grove has 
attempted to maintain its envi-
ronmental and aesthetic stan-
dards, as well as its value to each 
individual homeowner, according 
to Doughty. 

"The basic policies have never 
varied," he says. "We want long-
time residents to say, 'I may have 
more neighbors, but the communi-
ty hasn't changed. I can still come 
home to my own little corner of 
the world.' " 

In Buffalo Grove, the story is 
decidedly different. Incorporated 
in 1958, the village experienced 
tremendous growth in the 1980s, 
with occupied housing units rising 
from about 7,000 to almost 13,000 
between 1980 and 1989. 

"We've had sustained, high 
growth for years, and we've been 
in the top 10 villages in the area 
in terms of growth for the last six 
years," comments John Dempsey, 
associate planner for Buffalo 
Grove. 

The figures bear out his assess-
ment. In 1985, there were 358 new 
single- family units built in Buffa-
lo Grove, at a value of $23 million. 

Those numbers rose to 419 and 
$26.6 million in 1986, 386 and 
$33.7 million in 1987, and 562 and 
$56.4 million in 1988. Last year, 
the village reported 495 new sin-
gle-family units constructed at a 
value of $57.8 million. 

While there were only 94 multi-
family units built in Buffalo 
Grove in 1989, the figures were 
much higher in the four previous 
years, with a high of 894 multi-
family units constructed during 
1986. 

One of the more ambitious pro-
jects currently under construction 
in Buffalo Grove is The Wood-
lands at the Fiore development. 



Goodwill, recycling 
pick up on good idea 

By Jeffrey Steele,-,.. program for another year in May. 
5,., #.0 -7-13 —70 The genius of the program lies in its utter 

Every once m a while there appears an 
idea so ingenious, yet so simple, that people 
wonder why no one thought of it years 
before. 

It's nice if the idea is easy to implement. 
It's even better if it benefits a good cause. 
And better yet if it helps make people feel 
good about themselves. 

Late last year, representatives of the 
Buffalo Grove-Wheeling Disposal Company 
and Goodwill Industries came up with just 
such an idea: Why not combine curbside 
pickup of recyclables with the collection of 
reusable goods by Goodwill? 

The result was the Wheeling recycling 
program, which recently netted the suburb 

1 a U.S. City Livability Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award, bestowed by the U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors when it convened this past 
summer in Chicago. 

Last fall, Waste Management (the opera-
tors of Buffalo Grove-Wheeling Disposal) 
and Goodwill, noting the willingness of 
Wheeling residents to embrace the concept 
of recycling, approached the village's gov-
erning body with the idea of curbside col-
lection of reusables. 

Says Craig Anderson, village manager of 
Wheeling, "The Village Board thought it 
was a good idea, and gave the go-ahead for 
a six-month pilot program. It was well 
received by village residents, who found it 
made giving reusables very convenient." 

Deemed a success in its half-year trial, 
the Wheeling Village Board extended the  

simplicity. 
In addition to regular garbage pickup, the 

Buffalo Grove-Wheeling Disposal Company 
dispatches a truck each week into residen-
tial Wheeling for curbside collection of 
paper, plastic, can, and bottle recyclables, 
which residents load into bright orange 
plastic bins provided by the village. During 
the first full week of every month, a Good-
will truck "piggybacks" that truck, collect-
ing reusable household materials. These 
donations are also "packaged" by Wheeling 
citizens, who use blue and white plastic 
bags emblazoned with the Goodwill logo. 
When one of the bags is picked up, a new 
Goodwill bag and a receipt are left behind. 

City officials report that the new program 
solves several problems. On one hand, it 
allows Wheeling residents to contribute to 
Goodwill without having to search for a 
drop-box. On the other, it reduces the need 
for Goodwill drop-boxes. The latter is a 
blessing, not only because dropping reusa-
bles into the boxes tends to damage some 
goods, but because refuse and other inap-
propriate items sometimes find their way 
into the boxes. 

"Our residents have really been happy with 
the convenience of giving reusables to charity 
without having to find a drop-box," says 
Wheeling Village President Sheila Schultz. 
"The convenience is the main benefit." 

Gary Mayerhofer, management intern in'  
the village manager's office, adds that the 

Turn to Page 33 
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Buffalo Grove-Wheeling Disposal Company combined curbside pickup of recycla-
bles and reusable goods for Goodwill Industries. Pictured is Mary Ann Crowe. 

Photo by Steve Shay 

Buffalo Grove-Wheeling Disposal Company combined curbside pickup of recycla-
bles and reusable goods for Goodwill Industries. Pictured is Mary Ann Crowe. 

Continued from Page 31 

new plan "makes it very easy for the 
residents to donate and very easy for Good-
will to collect." 

If the contribution to Goodwill is ex-
tremely large or bulky, the organization will 
make special provisions. 

"Obviously, if someone is giving a piano, 
or a similarly large item, a special pickup 
would have to be arranged," says Craig 
Anderson. "But most of the household 
items contributed by residents can be easily 
accommodated by the plastic bags Goodwill 
provides." 

Items frequently donated at curbside 
have included clothing, small appliances, 
radios, clocks, books, toys, vases, and cook-
ware. And, much to the delight of Goodwill 
and village officials, many of the goods 
contributed by Wheeling residents have 
been of remarkably high quality. 

Says Schultz, "In a lot of cases, clothing 
donated will still be in cleaning bags. Glass-
ware has often been washed, polished and 
carefully wrapped to prevent breakage. 
Goodwill officials have found that items can 
be taken right out of the bags and put on 
the shelf for resale. We've really been 
pleased—and surprised—by the response." 

In addition to providing convenience for 
both village residents and Goodwill Indus-
tries, the program puts into motion a whole 
cycle of positive benefits. "It provides goods 
for people who need them, and creates 
additional jobs collecting and sorting the 
items," says Schultz. "Then the profits 
from the resale of the reusables are used to 
train people." 

While there were concerns voiced at the 
outset of the program, the potential prob-
lems most often cited have failed to materi-
alize. Chief among the worries was that 
items left at curbside would not be collect- __  

ed. Says Mike Zudycki, assistant general 
manager of Buffalo Grove-Wheeling Dis-
posal, "Our company assured Wheeling 
residents that material would not be left 
behind, that everything would be picked 
up. Now that we've demonstrated our com-
mitment, the residents really like the idea 
of an extra service at no extra cost." 

Another fear was that Amvets, Purple 
Heart, and other charitable organizations 
would be adversely impacted by the new 
program. But, says Schultz, those residents 
who had established a long-time relation-
ship with other agencies have simply con-
tinued to contribute to their preferred char-
ities. 

"Those who didn't have any pattern of 
giving to one agency and didn't really know  

what to do with their reusables are the 
people who are taking part," she says. 

The U.S. City Livability Outstanding 
Achievement Award and the media interest 
the program has spawned have made 
Wheeling's recycling program something of 
a model for communities around the coun-
try. 

"We've been told this is the first program 
of its kind ever tried," says Schultz. "The 
award gave us national media attention, 
and recently I've had requests for informa-
tion from mayors across the state." 

Mayerhofer, who has coordinated the re-
sponse to queries for more information, 
says he's heard from communities in Penn-
sylvania, IoWa, and California. 

Neighboring communities are also inter- 

ested in studying the Wheeling program's 
tie-in with Goodwill Industries. In Buffalo 
Grove, where a curbside collection of recy-
clable cans and bottles has been underway 
for two years, expanding the recycling ef,,, 
fort has been given a high priority. In July 
of this year, for example, plastics were 
targeted for collection for the first time. 
And now the suburb is studying its neigh-
bor's success with Goodwill. 

"We've been monitoring Wheeling's pro-
gram, because we share the same residential 
disposal company," says Lee Szymborski, 
assistant village manager of the suburb. "If 
it appears to be a program that could work 
well in Buffalo Grove, we're certainly going 
to look upon it as a supplement to our 
existing, recycling effort." 

Long Grove also has a recycling policy, 
established six years ago. The village pro-
vides each household with two different 
plastic bins—one for paper, another for 
cans, glass and bottles. According to D.M. 
"Cal" Doughty, Long Grove village admin-
istrator, the recycling program collects 
newspapers, magazines, milk jugs, plastic 
pop bottles, and all junk mail—excluding 
cellophane windowed envelopes. "Among 
normal household waste," he says, "the 
only thing that can't be recycled is wax 
paper and cardboard. We're going to inves-
tigate the Goodwill association in Wheel-
ing," says Doughty. "One thing I've found 
is that we can all learn from one another. 
Certainly the haulers we've worked with are 
learning. They've done a tremendous job." 

Back in Wheeling, where a ride through 
quiet residential streets on collection morn-
ing reveals an abundance of bright orange 
bins sitting side-by-side on the curb with 
blue and white Goodwill bags, Sheila 
Schultz isn't surprised by the success of the 
new venture. 

"It's one of those simple ideas that can • 
bring widespread benefits," she says, "not 
the least of which is that it makes us feel 
very good." 

Recycle-5"1-"wes 



With a steady enrollment pat-
tern, satisfactory test scores, and a 
sound financial structure, Wheel-
ing Township School District 21 
appears to be pretty much prob-
lem-free. 

But, like other school systems 
nationwide, the district still faces 
a major challenge: How to meet a 
growing number of commitments 
to its 5,900 students within the 
limited time frame of a 61/2  -hour 
day. 

"Public schools are called upon 
to do more and more with each 
passing year, and we're just run-
ning out of time," said Superinten-
dent Bud Des Carpentrie, who sees 
as one solution to the dilemma "a 
reorientation of instruction" that 
emphasizes "the presentation of 
skills and concepts across disci-
pline areas, rather than teaching 
each subject individually." 

Des Carpentrie has shared his 
concerns with personnel at the 
district's nine elementary and two 
junior high schools, and they've 
responded appropriately. 

Said Kristin Knudsen, the sec-
ond-year principal at Whitman 
Elementary: "One of our interme-
diate projects is determining how 
we can make optimum use of our 
resources by integrating instruc-

_ 

tion in social studies, math, Ian- teaching science in their own 
guage arts and computers in a way classrooms," Superintendent Des 
that students will see the connec- Carpentrie said. "We've received a 
tions between these subjects." lot of support for the center from 

In the same manner, faculty community businesses and from 
members at Cooper Junior High institutions in the Chicago area. 
are emphasizing the linkages be- It's just a top-notch program." 
tween science and industrial tech- Des Carpentrie is equally en- 
nology, and encouraging students to thusiastic about the supplemental 
view writing as a recursive process instruction the district offers out-
rather than as a set of unrelated side the regular school day to 
skills. Consequently, instead of students who require tutorial as-
teaching separate units on gram- sistance in reading or who want to 
mar, spelling and punctuation, in- enhance their appreciation of lit-
structors now use the students' own erature. 
writing to diagnose individual "Our obligation is to stimulate 
strengths and weaknesses. students to the absolute level of 

"The more integrated we are in their ability," the superintendent 
our approach with any curriculum, said. "We also are saying to par-
the better off we are," said Princi- ents that they don't have to seek 
pal Wendy Billington. "The more out a private reading group in 
we isolate and put things in slots, order to receive these services." 
the more difficulty kids have in Junior high students at Cooper 
seeing the full picture." also get help through a "pathfind- 

Last year, the district extended er" program in coping with con-
its curricular innovations well be- terns di, ,rced from the academic 
yond the classroom with the es- arena. 
tablishment of a Discovery Center "These kids have a very impor- 
for the Sciences at 200 Glendale in tant hidden curriculum, and this 
Wheeling, the site of the former program allows us time to deal 
Hawthorne Elementary School with it," Principal Billington said. 
which officials closed in 1980 be- The youngsters meet with 
cause of declining enrollments. teachers every other week in small 

"We provide instruction there, groups to talk about self-esteem, 
as well as staff development pro- tolerance, honesty and communi-
grams to help our teachers become cating with adults, including par-
more skilled and comfortable ents. 

Photo by Brian Fritz 

Williams Meyers is director of the Discovery Center for the 
Sciences, a study site that extends beyond the classroom. 

Wheeling steps to the 
head of the classroom 

5 tAitfiKes /3 'to 
By James J Nyka 

to challenge gang crime 
t 4 rifk- e Ci—i3 • , G; 

By Ann Louise Truschel other with certain hand signals 
and mark their territories with 
graffiti. Each gang has its own 
"uniform" and its own colors —
jackets of the same color, hats 
worn in a specific way, shoe laces 
of the same color or laced in a 
certain way. 

"We took a reactive posture to 
the gang problem in the past," 
Haegger admits. "Now we're going 
to become proactive. For one 
thing, we've joined the Gang 
Crime Task Force of the Multi-
jurisdictional Unit." 

The Multi-jurisdictional Unit is 
comprised of seven agencies that 
have pooled manpower and re-
sources to combat crime that 
crosses community boundaries. 
Other members of the unit include 
police departments in Des Plaines, 
Arlington Heights, Mount Pros-
pect, Rolling Meadows, Elk Grove 
Village, and the Cook County 
Sheriff's Department. The unit's 
Gang Crime Task Force gathers 
intelligence on gangs and shares 
the information with the member 
communities. 

Wheeling has also formed a 
Citizens Advisory Committee and 
conducts an annual citizens survey 
to determine how well the police 
department meets standards set 
by the Commission for the Ac-
creditation of Law Enforcement 

Police, schools gang up 

Although Wheeling Police Chief 
Michael Haegger admits gangs 
have had an impact in his town, 
he also is firm in his belief that 
his department is "on the fore-
front of identifying solutions to 
the gang crime situation. We want 
to look at reasons why the prob-
lem is emerging as rapidly as it is. 

"Nobody really knows what 
gives rise to gangs; some people 
blame a lack 
of structured 
activities for 
kids, others 
attribute the 
problem to a 
lower socio-
economic level 
or multi-fam-
ily housing 
complexes. 
Still others 

"say it's due to Michael Haegger 

a migration from the inner city to 
the suburbs. 

"In Wheeling, we have some 
gangs which are affiliated with 
Chicago groups, but other gangs 
are 'home grown.' We first noticed 
evidence of gangs four or five 
years ago. We started seeing cer-
tain clothing items, gang symbols 
and graffiti." 

Gang members identify each  

Agencies, which evaluates police 
departments nationwide. 

"This year we took the survey 
one step further," said Haegger. 
"We asked our citizens to serve on 
a committee to identify police de-
partment objectives for the 90s. 
About 60 people volunteered; they 
came up with a list of 25 items, 
gangs being one of those items. 
That list will be reduced to 7-10 
goals or objectives and forwarded 
to the Village Board in time for 
the September planning and bud-
geting process. 

"We also have an on-going ef-
fort to identify strategies to deal 
with our evolving Hispanic com-
munity," Haegger adds. "We get 
calls from people who do not 
speak English and we need to 
better address their concerns." 

To facilitate communication 
with their large Hispanic popula-
tion, both the police department 
and the village are seeking to hire 
minority bi-lingual or Spanish-
speaking people at all levels and 
in all departments. 

The Wheeling Police Depart-
ment is also targeting schools in 
its effort to stem the influence of 
gangs. This fall, for the first time, 
the department will offer DARE, 
Drug Awareness and Resistance 
Education, to the schools. The 
program will be taught to the 

Wheeling police officers Jerome 
confer with dean of students Bo 
High School. 
• 
sixth grade this year and to the 
fifth grade next year by a Wheel-
ing police officer trained by the 
Illinois State Police. 

"We have a second officer who 
will complete training shortly and 
will teach a DARE program 
geared to behaviorally-disabled 
and learning-disabled children," 
says Haegger. "Those kids need 
instruction just as much as other 
kids. We hope to get that program 
off the ground in time for the 
second semester. 

"We've also had a liaison officer 
in the high school for three year," 
adds Haegger. "He assists the 
teaching staff with counseling and 
guidance and is a resource for kids 
with disciplinary problems. The 

Photo by Timothy Boyle 

Hermes (left) and Armando Pizzi 
b Alexander (center) at Wheeling 

officer works closely with the 
school on gang-related problems 
and watches for displays of gang 
colors or any other visible signs of 
gang activity." 

The department keeps close 
tabs on known gangs; they know 
which ones are affiliated with Chi-
cago gangs. They track young af-
filiates as well as regular gang 
members. 

"We have one female gang, but 
they're affiliated with a specific 
male gang," Haegger said. "Most 
female gang members are affili-
ates. We know that gangs also 
recruit younger kids, 11-14 years 
old, as affiliates, mainly to gain 
their involvement as full gang 
members when they get older." 
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Jacqui Menich 

Where teens find a sympathetic ear 
By Sherry Tomback 

/_3 -i0 
"Ad lescence's doubt," wrote Herman 

Melville, "is the common doom." With such 
a pessimistic viewpoint, chances are excel-
lent that the creator of Moby Dick, were he 
alive today, would be "persona non grata" 
among the committed staff at Omni Youth 
Services, an organization diligently serving 
the communities of Buffalo Grove, Wheel-
ing and Long Grove. Omni believes that the 
problems confronted by troubled teens and 
their parents-indeed their whole fam-
ilies-are a common concern. 

Omni, which began more than 16 years 
ago as an outreach and crisis intervention 
program, has mushroomed into a full-ser-
vice counseling agency for youths (those 12-
18, specifically) wrestling with everything 
from alcohol and drug abuse to thoughts of 
suicide, problems in school, and their par-
ents' impending divorce. 

"We have experienced an incredible 
amount of growth over the past year-and- 
a-half," said Jacqui Menich, Omni's re- Aside from being more aesthetically 
source development manager. pleasing, the new facility will be fully acces- 

One of the most significant changes is the sible for the handicapped, and will also 
relocation of Omni's administrative offices feature a viewing observation room-corn-
from 222 E. Dundee Rd. in Wheeling to plete with a two-way mirror-especially for 
1111 Lake Cook Rd., in Buffalo Grove. The staff supervision and training. 
move is slated for completion by the end of Menich added that the Wheeling-based 
this month. Hidden Valley Ranch Corp. made a signifi- 

"We're moving to a much larger build- cant contribution toward the construction 
ing," noted Menich, "one that will enable of a "group room" for community education 
us to feature several programs at a site and volunteer services. 
that's more centrally located throughout On the whole, Omni Youth Services is 
our service area." funded by a variety of sources, said Menich, 

Photo by Brian Fat: 
Clinical director Jay Meyer talks to a client at Omni Youth Services, 222 E. Dundee 
Rd. in Wheeling. Omni serves Buffalo Grove, Wheeling and Long Grove. 

of two of our programs," she added. "The 
Wheeling and Arlington Heights programs 
will consolidate into one Wheeling Town-
ship area program."' 

Menich cited the area's changing youth 
population and greater flexibility in case 
assignments as the primary reasons for this: 
"Instead of having two separate programs, 
with counselors in each, the specialities of 
these two groups will be combined so we 
have more choices of who to assign individ-
ual cases to," she said. 

including the state, federal, village and Menich stressed that the consolidation 
township governments, the United Way, will not diminish or alter the amount of 
school contracts, private gifts, special services in any way. Omni will continue to 
events and program fees. maintain its Arlington Heights office, as 

"Currently, we're trying to increase pri- well as the new Buffalo Grove location. 
vate funding by corporations and individ- Aside from its new administrative site 
uals both, because you can't always count and program consolidation, Omni is ex- 
on government funding," she added. pending a great deal of time and energy 

Individual client fees are based on a toward the enhancement of its programs 
sliding fee scale; Menich pointed out that and services, especially in the area of pre-
no one in need of assistance is ever turned vention. 
away because of lack of sufficient funds. "Omni has received funding from the 

"Another big change is the consolidation Turn to Page 18 

°PAH 
For more information on Omni's pro-

grams and services, call 708-541-0190. 
Omni Youth Services' other offices are 
located in Arlington Heights, Lake Zur-
ich, Mundelein and Prairie View. 

Omni 
Continued from Page 3 

Illinois Department of Alcoholism and Sub-
stance Abuse for three full-time specialists 
who will serve Wheeling Township, Pala-
tine Township arid Elk Grove Township," 
said Jay Meyer, Omni's clinical director. 

"Our main initiative is to provide services 
at the preventative, or very early interven-
tion level, and, ideally, 
to operate with the co-
operation of significant 
community members 
and organizations." 

Meyer explained that 
these individuals and 
groups will be called 
"Impactors," who will 
be called upon to pro-
vide training, dissemi-
nate information and 
generally work toward 
the development of a comprehensive, com-
munity-wide, adolescent substance abuse 
prevention program. 

"Alcohol and drug use is often symptom- 
atic of deeper problems," Meyer hastened 
to point out. "Peer group pressure and 
dysfunctional family systems are two exam- 
ples. Our job is to help these kids find 
alternatives to substance abuse: healthy 
alternatives that will help them deal with 
their situations. We try to lead them down 
other paths to resources that will help them 
deal with their family or school problems, 
or even help them clarify their values, if 
necessary." 

Meyer added that simply taking time to 
figure out what they want to do-and 
why-is central to kids' emotional well-
being. 

"You know, a lot of what's happening in 
the area of prevention isn't just what Om-
ni's doing; often it means joining forces  

with others," Meyer said. "It means work-
ing with schools to help develop alcohol and 
drug abuse prevention curriculums, or with 
the police departments. And it seems that 
with some kids, no matter what you do, 
they're going to experience these problems. 
But what we're trying to do is reduce that 
number and help people develop healthy 
lifestyles. 

"A vast majority of [teens] say, 'I don't 
have a problem. I don't know why I'm here 
and I don't want to be here.' Part of what 
we consider to be our specialty is getting 
these resisting kids in for treatment." 

Along with prevention services, Omni has 
greatly expanded its volunteer services pro-
gram. Currently, there are over 100 volun-
teers, up from a little over 60 a year-and-a-
half ago. 

"There are really three major compo-
nents to our volunteer services program," 
Meyer explained. Our Youth Advocate Pro-
gram is similar to the Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters concept and has been in the works 
for about 15 years. 

"However, we have two very new addi-
tions. The Adolescent Substance Abuse 
Prevention Program matches kids that have 
been identified by the federal government 
to be high risk for alcohol and substance 
abuse, with trained volunteers who will 
work with them before they become users." 

The third component, the Parent Aide 
Program, matches adult volunteers with 
parents who have been found to be abusive 
or neglectful, through the Department of 
Children and Family Services. 

"For example, what we do here is to hook 
up the mother with an additional support 
system," Meyer e:plained. "Not only will 
we help her deal with some of the frustra-
tions of being a parent, but we'll teach her 
some very concrete, basic skills, like home-
making, as well. Many times, what happens 
is people become parents without being 
prepared. Our volunteers are trained spe-
cifically to work with that population." 

oli e ready for accreditation inspection 
9-0 

BY BONNIE Boo H 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

After almost three years of prepa-
ration, officials of the Wheeling Po-
lice department say they are ready 
for an on-site inspection that could 
make them an accredited law-en-
forcement agency. 

Only 175 law-enforcement agen-
cies nationwide have been able to 
meet the standards for accredidation 
set by the Commission on Accredita-
tion for Law Enforcement Agencies 
Inc. 

Assessors from the commission 
will visit the Wheeling police depart-
ment during the last week of Sep-
tember. They will check to see that 
829 standards for accreditation - 
ranging from the department's poli-
cy on affirmative action hiring to its 
procedures for search and seizure -
have been met. 

"We are hoping we are ready for 
them," said J. Michael Hermes, dep-
uty chief of police. "We had a mock 
on-site assessment in May. A few 
standards were missing from the 
books, some weren't as clear as they  

could be and we were missing a few 
proofs of compliance. But, for the 
most part, we were in pretty good 
shape." 

Hermes said that the department 
scratched most of its original poli-
cies and created new ones to meet 
the standards set forth by the com-
mission. 

Hermes also said that Wheeling 
residents can expect more consistent 
service from the police department 
as a result of the rewrite of police 
procedures. 

In the past, rules and orders would  

be issued to all officers, but no for-
mal training was given. Every new 
procedure has been gone over at 
shift role call so every officer is sure 
of the new procedure. 

Residents will have a chance to 
comment on police department 
standards at a public hearing held 
with the accreditation team at 8 
p.m. Oct. 1 at village hall. 

Copies of the new standards book 
are available for viewing at the po-
lice department and at the Indian 
Trails Public Library, 355 S. Schoen-
beck Road, Wheeling. 
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Killer trees • 7-..c° /o • „do r,  
Wheeling/ Trees on 
parkways and median strips 
of highways and major 
thoroughfares are killers. 
They endanger the lives of 
persons involved in 
automobile accidents. 
Federal and state laws 
require that highway traffic 
lights and signs be mounted 
on posts made of expensive 
break-away material so they 
will yield when struck by a 
moving vehicle. Tree 
Trunks with a diameter of 8 
inches or more do not give 
an inch. 

This requires the 1 
immediate attention of 
local, county and state 
authorities, so we can stop 
planting trees in hazardous 
areas and remove the 
"killer trees" that now 
threaten life and limb along 
our major streets and 
highways. 

c cc,  
•-•< n 7. 

" 0 '6' 

EDITORIALS 

Wheeling police 
act si bias crime 

/V 
Wheeling police, responding to a small but growing blight on 

the Northwest suburbs, will begin training its officers to 
recognize and deal with hate crimes. 

In addition, the department will maintain separate records of 
hate/bias crimes. Those are defined as any attack against a 
person or property that appears to be based on the victim's 
ethnic identity, race, religion, sexual orientation or on a 
physical or mental disability. 

Those kind of incidents remain relatively isolated in the 
suburbs. Nonetheless, they occur frequently enough that it's 
wise for police to track them separately and to make special 
efforts to combat them. 

Two startling bias crimes have shaken Arlington Heights just 
this year. In May, three men with links or former links to a 
white supremacy group shouted slurs at an African American 
school bus driver, and one of the trio sprayed the driver with 
mace. In July, two men dragged an Arlington Heights 
community service officer from his van, where he had been 
writing a report, and beat him. Last year, vandals painted 
swastikas on the Jacob Duman Jewish Community Center in 
Buffalo Grove. Someone also made bomb threats against the 
center. 

This is not a problem unique to the suburbs. The incidence of 
bias crimes appears to be on the rise throughout the country. 
While there are no national statistics of hate crimes, most 
groups or agencies that monitor such matters agree that bias 
attacks are becoming increasingly common. 

Last spring, President Bush signed into law the National Hate 
Crime Statistics Act, which directs the Justice Department to 
compile a statistical study on bias crimes. The law also 
established a hot line for reporting such crimes. This is a useful 
piece of legislation, because it sets up a means of tracing bias 
crimes and because it sends the message that the federal 
government intends to fight hate crimes. 

But the first line of defense lies in local communities, where 
elected leaders, civic groups and ordinary citizens can publicize 
the problem and make it clear that they will not tolerate hate 
crimes. Wheeling's Police Department, by offering special 
training and tracking bias crimes separately, serves notice that 
it takes the problem seriously and intends to deal with it 
aggressively. 

g supports change in county election Director, Wheeling AARP 
Marvin Horcher Wheelie 

q--/7 - 
we can do to assure the responsive-
ness and accountability of county 
board members," said Village Presi-
dent Sheila H. Schultz, a candidate 
for the Cook County Board in the No-
vember election. 

If voters approve the change, it 
would create 17 new districts with 
one commissioner elected from each 
district. The new districts would be 
created using the results of the 1990 
census. Beginning in 1994, one coun-
ty board commissioner would be 
elected from each district. 

Schultz said that she supports the 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees have unani-
mously passed a resolution support-
ing a November ballot question 
changing the way Cook County Com-
missioners are elected. 

Members of the board of commis-
sioners are currently elected from 
two districts - Chicago and subur-
ban Cook County. Commissioners 
are elected at large, 10 from the city 
and seven from the suburbs. 

"I think this referendum is proba-
bly the most significant thing that  

referendum based on some of the 
knowledge she has gained while 
campaigning for the commissioner's 
job. 

"It's obvious that very few of the 
2.5 million suburban voters know 
who their commissioners are," she 
said. "They don't know who to con-
tact when they have a problem or a 
question." 

Supporters of the change, includ-
ing the mayors of Barrington, Niles 
and Skokie, say that electing county 
board members from single-member 
districts would give local govern- 

ment officials more say in running 
county government. 

But, most important, they say, the 
change would give all Cook County 
residents fair and equal representa-
tion on the board. 

The referendum is binding, mean-
ing that if voters approve the 
change, the county would be forced 
to go into single-member districts. 

Schultz said that several other 
communities have already voted to 
support the change and that more 
municipalities will consider passing 
resolutions supporting it this week. 

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

Chamber Week set 
to begin Sept. 30 

Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz has proclaimed 
the week of Sept. 30 to Oct. 6, 
1990 Chamber of Commerce 
Week. 

Schultz said the week will rec-
ognize the Wheeling/P rospect 
Heights Chamber of Commerce 
for its contributions to the vil-
lage, including acting as a liaison 
between business and govern-
ment. 

There are more than 300 local 
chambers of commerce in the 
state of Illinois. 

Police department 
to get new squad car 

Waiving competitive bid re-
quirements, trustees voted to pur-
chase a $13,000 squad car to re-
place one totaled in an accident 
late last month. 

The 1990 Chevrolet Caprice 
will be similar to the depart-
ment's other squad cars and will 
be outfitted with a radio and 
other inside equipment from the 
wrecked squad. 

The damaged 1989 Chevrolet 
Caprice was struck by a drunken 
driver on Dundee Road, west of 
Schoenbeck Road, on Aug. 26. 

Larson named to 
commander post 

Police Sgt. Eric Larson has 
been sworn in to the position of 
police commander. • 

Larson, a 15-year veteran of 
the department, was chosen for 
the position after a national 
search. 

"We are very proud of our po-
lice department," Schultz said af-
ter the ceremony. "We are going 
through the acceditation process 
now to show the world how good 
we are and Eric Larson has been 
involved in that process." 

With the appointment of Lar-
son, one commander position re- 

mains unfilled. 

Chapter 

AMVETS to hold 
two raffles 

Trustees have approved two re-
quests from AMVETS to hold raf-
fles. 

The Phillip Carpenter AM-
VETS Post 66 will hold the raffles 
at its headquarters at 700 McHen-
ry Road, Wheeling. 

Tickets for the first raffle will 
be sold Sept. 22 and the winner 
will be drawn on the same day. 
Tickets for the second raffle will 
be sold from Oct. 1 to Nov. 10 and 
the drawing for the winner will 
be Nov. 10. 



Pilot proposes runway realignment 
0.7-c 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

C 0 f.,1 
A former pilot, Lowell Stolerow, is proposing a 
runway plan for Palwaukee Municipal Airport he 
says could save between $40 million and $60 mil-
lion. 

Village President Sheila Schultz expressed res-
ervations about the plan, but she said Tuesday 
she would have it scrutinized by engineers. Air-
port Manager Fred Stewart Jr., however, charged 
that the plan's basic premise had already been 
deemed unfeasible. 

Stolerow's plan would have a runway installed 
on a line running roughly between the intersec-
tions of Wolf and Palatine roads, and Milwaukee 
Avenue and Hintz roads. 

It would replace a runway running between 
the intersections of Hintz and Wolf roads, and 
Milwaukee Avenue and Palatine Road. 

The new runway would remove the need for 
several steps the airport is planning, including 
realigning the intersection of Hintz and Wolf 
roads, building two bridges over a portion of a 
drainage ditch, removing trees north of Hintz  

near the Plum Creek apartment complex, and 
purchasing air rights from Plum Creek, Stolerow 
said. 

Those steps would cost the airport about $93 
million, according to estimates from ten yeago, 
said Stolerow, a Plum Creek resident who oper-
ated an airplane leasing business at the airport in 
the late 1960s. 

Stolerow's proposal would instead divert 
flights over a forest preserve, thereby minimizing 
noise complaints, he added. 

"It would get rid of this continuous pressure 
from contiguous areas saying, `Do something,' " 
he said. 

About 75 people attended the village board 
meeting Monday, during which Stolerow pre-
sented his plan. Many individual speakers com-
plained of airport noise, and several spoke in 
support of Stolerow's proposal. 

Schultz said she would forward it to "someone 
with a better grasp of engineering and aeronau-
tics" than she had. 

Wheeling administers the airport with Pros-
pect Heights and a commission of representa-
tives of both municipalities. 

"From the village standpoint, we would sup-
port a plan that would lessen the environmental 
impact and be more cost-effective," Schultz said. 

But she noted that the airport's plan, currently 
under review by the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, had been closely scrutinized before being 
sent to that agency by Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights. 

"It's difficult to say whether this would be 
accepted," she said of Stolerow's proposal. 

Stewart, meanwhile, said the airport's own 
plan had already taken the substance of Stole-
row's proposal into consideration, and rejected it. 

The cost of purchasing land may have weighed 
into that decision, according to Stewart. "You're 
talking about a huge tract of land," he empha-
sized. 

"I would question his figures," Stewart added, 
referring to the savings Stolerow said his plan 
would produce. 

Stolerow, however, said consultants rejected 
the concept his plan is based upon because they 
wanted to justify their own proposalg. 

"No consultants is going to say, 'I made a 
mistake; you paid me and I did a lousy job,' " 
he said. 

• 

• Schultz 

Schultz's 
chances 
boosted? 

ao - 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 
C.- 0 LC .Li 

Village Manager Sheila 
Schultz, who is seeking a 
seat as a suburban commis-
sioner of Cook County, 
believes growing support for 
single-member county dis-
tricts may indirectly boost 
her candidacy. 

Schultz, joined by five 
fellow Democrats seeking 
similar posts and Richard 
Phelan, Democratic candi-
date for Cook County Board 
President, said she would 
encourage voters to approve 
a switch from the current 
at-large districts in a bind-
ing referendum in Novem-
ber. 

Schultz said the current 
current arrangement of 
electing all 17 commission-
ers at large to represent the 
entire county often makes 
them not as directly accessi-
ble to their constituents, 
particularly those in the 
suburbs. 

While the change to sin-
gle-member districts would 
not take place until 1994, if 
implemented at all, Schultz 
feels her support of the 
move might win her votes. 

"If I'm considered some-
body who feels strongly 
about accountable, responsi-
ble representation, then 
people might make that 
connection" to her candi-
dacy, Schultz said Tuesday. 

The Northwest Municipal 
Conference, an advocacy 
group for suburban munici-
palities, passed a resolution 

(Continued on page 22)  
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endorsing single-member 
districts last week. The 
Wheeling Village Board took 
similar action Monday. A 
group of mayors from Lin-
colnwood, Burbank, Bar-
rington, Niles, Westchester, 
Skokie and Calumet City, 
has also been formed to 
support the plan. 

Schultz said she has been 
lobbying municipalities to 
back the change. She said 
she has spoken to a lot of 
mayors, including those at 
the recent Illinois Municipal 
League Conference. 

"Many of them are put-
ting it on their agenda," she  

said. 

Despite concerns about 
partisanship, backing for 
the referendum is increas-
ing, according to Schultz. "I 
found some who had reser-
vations as to the political 
division of it, but even 
those who see that as a fac-
tor also see the issue as one 
of basic representation," she 
explained. "So I'm seeing 
definite support." 

According to Phelan, 
nonpartisan organizations, 
including the League of 
Women Voters, support the 
referendum effort. _ 



Kathy Tray/Pioneer Press 

9 'c'° —L7C)  Engineer dives  
into water plans 

Wheeling engineer Richard Glenz will find himself immersed in a 
water project as one of his first tasks for the village. Glenz 
assumed his duties last month... rP—e-- 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

New Village Engineer 
Richard G. Glenz will get his 
feet wet helping plan a major 
water project in Wheeling. 

The widening of Milwau-
kee Avenue, private develop-
ment projects and public 
improvements will also be 
among the initial responsibil-
ities of Glenz, who assumed 
his duties Aug. 29, Director of 
Community Development 
Michael Klitzke said last 
week. 

A former director of engi-
neering services in Lee 
County, Fla., village engineer 
and public works director in 
Villa Park, and employee of a 
private engineering consul-
tant, Glenz said his diverse 
background would help him 
see various viewpoints in dis-
cussions of village projects. 

"I work well with people," 
he emphasized. 

Glenz earned a bachelor of 
science and engineering 
degree at the University of 
Illinois, Chicago in 1975, and 
attended the Northwest Traf-
fic Institute in 1977. He 
noted that he had prepared 
engineering plans in Wheel-
ing for a private consultant 
in the 1970s. 

"I'm very happy with the 
community," he added. 

Glenz is also a member of 
the American Public Works 
Association, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers 
and the national and Illinois 
chapters of the Society of 

Professional Engineers. His 
coming to the village would 
lessen the engineering 
responsibilities of Klitzke, a 
former Wheeling Village 
Engineer, Klitzke and Glenz 
agreed. 

Those duties had become 
Klitzke's in May, when the 
most recent village engineer, 
Jim Edgmond, accepted a 
similar post in Sullivan, Mo. 

"Fortunately, since I was 
the village engineer before, I 
could do that activity along 
with my other ones, but you 
can't do that forever," Klitzke 
said. 

"I hope to ease the burden 
on him," Glenz added. 

The water project would 
create a diversionary channel 
aimed at reducing flooding in 
the Wheeling Drainage Ditch, 
which runs through a low, 
flat area in the Meadowbrook 
Subdivision near Heritage 
Park, according to Klitzke. 

Glenz will work with the 
federal Soil Conservation 
Service in helping plan and 
design the federally funded 
project, for which preliminary 
engineering work is already 
underway, Klitzke said. 

He added that it may be 
18 months to two years 
before the project actually 
begins. 

The widening of Milwau-
kee Avenue will be done 
between Palatine and Lake 
Cook Roads under the aus-
pices of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation, 
according to Klitzke. 

People wanting to voice their 
opinions or ask questions about 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport's 
new layout plan can do so at a pub-
lic hearing Thursday, Oct. 4, at the 
Chevy Chase Clubhouse in Wheel-
ing. 

The airport staff, attorney and 
engineers will be on hand to an-
swer questions about the recently 
finished environmental impact 
study on moving the Wheeling 
drainage ditch and the relocation 
of Wolf and Hintz roads. 

Officials from the Illinois De-
partment and Transportation and 
the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion also will be at the hearing. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Pull plug 
on_ alarms,..„-c,  . ,,,iu. ii-;1 Ry...c 1 0—e_.- 

T
he Wheel rig police and fire 
departments have been 
plagued during the past two 
years by a staggering number 

of false alarms from residential, 
industrial and commercial 
properties. The Village Board 
should stop this undue strain on 
the village's emergency response 
equipment by immediately 
establishing fines for repeat false 
alarms. 

Between 1988 and 1989, the 
Police Department responded to 
4,598 alarms, only six of which 
were valid, according to a report 
prepared by Police Chief Michael 
Haeger. Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac , 
said his department responded to 
170 false alarms in 1988, and 346 in 
1989. 

The alarm system has been so 
abused that many alarm owners 
have developed a blase attitude 
about false calls. According to 
Chief Haeger, one property owner 
told officers he pulled his alarm to 
test how fast police would respond. 
A large number of locations trigger 
five or more false alarms a year, he 
said. 

The resulting chaos is costly. 
Every false fire alarm rings up 
about a $500 cost, while false police 
alarms rob the village of about 
$100, according to the chiefs. And 
the damage goes deeper than 
dollars. When officers can expect 
almost every call to be a false 
alarm, it weakens their edge in 
responding to a real emergency. No 
one should need reminding of what 
happened to the boy who cried 
wolf. 

Most of Wheeling's neighbors 
have alarm ordinances. Northbrook 
fines homeowners or businesses 
$55 upon the third false police 
alarm or $110 after two false fire 
alarms, and has an alarm control 
commission to hear appeals. 

If Wheeling trustees heed the 
advice of Chief Haeger and adopt a 
similar measure, fining alarm 
owners at least $50 after three false 
alarms and $100 after 10, it should 
restore order and respect for the 
village's alarm network, prompting 
businesses and residents to fix 
faulty alarms and guard against 
accidental triggering. 

The board should act before the 
whole village discovers the hard 
way what it's like to cry wolf too 
many times. 

No one 
should 
need 
reminding 
of what 
happened • to the boy 
who cried 
wolf. 

The relocation of Wolf and Hintz 
roads will be spread over two 
years, mainly to stretch the cost of 
construction. Once the necessary 
land has been acquired, Hintz 
Road will be moved in 1992 to Arc 
North and meet Wolf Road just 
west of the current intersection. 

The new Wolf Road would begin 
just south of Marquardt Drive and 
go west, slicing the Wolf Run Es-
tates border before intersecting 
Hintz Road to the west. 

Airport officials say the reloca-
tion is needed because the air-
port's longest runway ends too 
close to the intersection. 

If the roads are not moved, the 
5,200-foot runway would have to 
be shortened to meet FAA stand-
ards for a "clear zone" at the end 

tipAlwaukee Airport hearing set for Oct. 4 
(//,1 0  

of the runway. 
Many of the corporate jets, 

which generate much of the reve-
nue needed to operate the airport 
could not use a shorter runway. 

The relocation has met with re-
sistance from airport neighbors 
who say that Hintz Road will end 
up barely 250 feet from their 
homes. There also is concern about 
the number of trees that will be 
destroyed by the road relocation. 
Residents say the trees are noise 
buffers and that if they come 
down, noise from planes taking off 
and landing will become unbear-
able. 

The hearing will run from 2 p.m 
to 8 p.m. in the ballroom of the 
Chevy Chase Clubhouse on 
Milwaukee Avenue in Wheeling. 
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Applications sought for patrol officer post 
),1 _.-1;A-La 02s--7(' 

Applicants are being screened for 
one patrol officer opening on the 
Wheeling Police Department. 

The recent promotion of Sgt. Eric 
Larson to commander means that 
there will be another opening in the 

near future. 
Polygraph results for eight candi-

dates have been received. After re-
sults of the psychological testing are 
complete, the candidates will be in-
terviewed by police department offi-
cials. 

Firefighter test dates scheduled 
The Wheeling Fire Department 

has set Oct. 17, 18, 20 and 27 as 
tentative dates for its fall fire-
fighter testing. 

The department has one vacan-
cy now and is in the process of 
screening three candidates to fill 
that vacancy. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

After two failed attempts at 
submitting an application for a li-
cense to build a hazardous waste 
storage site in Wheeling, Safety-
Kleen Corp. of Elgin has decided 
not to move to Wheeling after all. 

Although Safety-Kleen pur-
chased the land it was hoping to 
build the storage on, officials of 
the Elgin company have notified 
village officials that they are no 
longer interested in building the 
center in the village. 

Safety-Kleen wanted to close its 
Arlington Heights storage center 
and move its operation to a 10-
acre site on the south side of Hintz 
road, near Glenn Avenue. 

Instead, the company has decid-
ed to relocate its Elgin operations 
to south suburban Dolton, and 
move the Arlington Heights opera-
tion to its Elgin location. 

Because the Elgin site already 
has all the necessary permits, it 
will be easier to move the Arling-
ton Heights center there, said El-
len J. Jurczak, environmental per-
mits manager for Safety-Kleen. 

Safety-Kleen withdrew its first 
application because it was missing 
a date on a form used to advise 
residents of meetings. The second 
application was withdrawn after 
an error was made in mailing pub-
lic hearing notices to residents 
near the proposed site. 

Although company officials indi-
cated that they would file a third  

application, they never did. To res-
idents near the proposed site, the 
company's decision comes as good 
news. 

"I am happy they backed out," 
said Robert Brower, owner of the 
Circle M Day Camp, which is adja-
cent to the proposed site. "It is 
good for the village, too."' 

Brower said that he believes the 
number of residents who attended 
the last public hearing and ex-
pressed concern about the pro-
posed site may have influenced 
Saf ety-Kleen's decision. 

"They said it would be more 
expeditious to relocate to Elgin," 
he said. "I assume that means that 
they didn't want to go through our 
hearing process and up against 
residents." 
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Company abandons Wheeling dump site 

TCI starting cable system changeover 
BY JANET HALLMAN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Within a week, TCI of Illinois 
will begin contacting Arlington 
Heights customers about switching 
to a single-cable system. 

Village trustees last month ap-
proved switching to the system, 
which will drop the number of 
available cable channels from 120 
to 60. Arlington Heights was the 
first community in the Northwest 
Municipal Cable Council —
comprising Arlington Heights, 
Bartlett, Des Plaines, Hanover 
Park, Mount Prospect, Park 
Ridge, Prospect Heights and 
Wheeling — to approve the 
franchise amendments for the 
change. 

TCI already has started to in-
stall signal descrambling devices 
on the cable lines and soon will be-
gin contacting its 12,000 Arlington 
Heights customers about the new 
system, said Dave Briggs, TCI 
marketing manager. 

"In the next 10 days or so, we're 
going to be switching over their 
upper channels onto the new sys-
tem," he said. "We'll be explaining 
to people what we'll be doing to 
switch over." 

TCI representatives later will 
visit each customer's house to re-
move the old converter boxes and 
replace them with new ones to ac-
commodate the single-cable sys-
tem, Briggs said. In some cases, 
customers will not need the new 
boxes, he said. 

"It's going to totally depend on 
what equipment they have in the 
home," he said. "I think we proba-
bly will have a high percentage of 
people that will need boxes." 

In addition, TCI almost has com-
pleted a new signal processing 
center in Mount Prospect, which 
will be used for Arlington Heights 
customers. The new center is 
needed with the conversion to a 
single-cable system, Briggs said, 
and similar centers already exist 
in Schaumburg and Streamwood. 

TCI officials say the new system 
will result in a better picture and 
better service. As of Sept. 1, TCI 
lowered its monthly rates in Arl-
ington Heights and Hanover Park 
to $17.45. 
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Police o cers receive letters of praise 
g tcl - 

The Wheeliii Police Department assistance to robbery victims. 
has received several letters compli- Officers Edward Theriault, Larry 
menting its police officers. Parks, Kenneth Sheffler, Brian 

Officers Patrick Wessman and Jacobson and Tony Cinquegrani 
Thomas Lorenz and Detective Rob- were complimented for their search 
ert McDonald were praised for their efforts for a Wheelin1 toddler. 

Neighbors suggest ideas for Palwaukee plan 
0) 6 - 90 

edge, and build a new one that would airplanes taking off of the new run- "The noise would simply impact a 
run from the northeast corner to the way would be dissipated over the different set of people," he said. 
southwest corner. Cook County Forest Preserve to the "Prospect Heights owns half this air-

east or a large industrial area south- port and I doubt they would go for 
west of Palatine road. this plan." 

But Prospect Heights 5th Ward 
Alderman Carey L. Chickerneo said 
anyone on the Wheeling village 
board or the Prospect Heights city 
council who lets noise interfere with 
their judgment on the feasibility of 
Stolrow's plan should not hold elect-
ed office. 

"It is absurd to say I would be op-
posed to the plan because more 
planes would come over Prospect 
Heights," he said. "I would look at it 
from the standpoint of whether it is 
feasible or not." 

Under the current airport layout 
plan, the intersection of Wolf and 
Hintz roads will be moved west by 
1994 to create a clear zone at the end 
of the runway. Under Federal Avia-
tion Administration standards, the 
airport's main runway ends too close 
to the intersection. 

Stolerow said that building a new 
runway would mean that Wolf and 
Hintz roads would not have to be 
moved and that the airport would 
not have to build two bridges to ac-
commodate the new road locations. He also said that the plan would 

send air traffic over Prospect 
He also said that the noise from Heights. 

- 

But airport officials say that Sto-
lerow's plan has already been con-
sidered and rejected. 

A new runway going the direction 
that Stolerow has suggested would 
not have enough clear space to meet 
current FAA regulations, said Mi-
chael F. Zonsius, assistant airport 
manager for finance and administra-
tion. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Amid growing concern about 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport's lat-
est layout plan, one airport neighbor 
has suggested an alternate plan that 
he said would cost millions less and 
pacify many disgruntled residents. 

Airport neighbors are concerned 
that the plan place roads too close to 
their homes and destroys many area 
trees. 

Lowell Stolerow, president of the 
Plum Grove Condominium Associa-
tion, has presented a plan that would 
close the airport's longest runway, 
now running from the northwest cor-
ner of the airport to the southeast 



Decision stalls 
on laallefill site 

1/ 9,T90  
BY ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A decision on the future of the 
proposed balefill near Bartlett is 
delayed — again — while propo-
nents of the project provide more 
details about their selection of the 
site, officials said. 

"We are asking SWANCC (Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County) for some additional infor-
mation on its alternatives analy-
sis," said Army Corps of Engineers 
spokeswoman Evelyn Schiele. 

A decision by the corps on 
whether to proceed with the bale-
fill already has been delayed a 
month. The corps sought more in-
formation from the Illinois Geo-
logical Survey about the risk of 
ground water contamination. An 
announcement is expected some 
time this fall, Schiele said. 

The corps must issue the last 
permit needed by SWANCC for the 
construction of the proposed 142-
acre high-tech landfill at Gifford 
and West Bartlett roads. 

SWANCC is a group of 26 com-
munities from the North and 
Northwest suburbs that have 
worked for nearly five years to se-
cure approval for the balefill. 

SWANCC officials said an alter-
natives analysis found the balefill 
to be the "best site." 

But opponents of the project —
who have long said that SWANCC 
chose the Bartlett site first and 
subsequently identified, and elimi-
nated, alternatives without an 
overall site selection process —
heralded the announcement. 

Rain or shine, th 
Sunday! 

The Annual Wheeling Bike-A-
Thon, sponsored by the Wheeling 
Senior Citizen Commission and 
Wheeling Wheelmen Bicycle 
Club, will take place from 7 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday. The 10-mile 
route will begin and end at the 
west side of Wheeling High 
School, 900 S. Elmhurst Road in 
Wheeling. 

Bicyclists of all ages and their 
families and friends are invited 
to join the fun in this 8th Annual 
Bike-A-Thon. You may ride only 
one lap, or as many as you can. 
The course, which runs between 
Wheeling, Buffalo Grove and Arl-
ington Heights, is clearly marked 
and maps will be provided. A bike 
repair service and refreshments 
also will be offered. T-shirts will 
be given to the first 100 cyclists 
to register, and all participants 
are eligible for door prizes, which 
include: gift certificates, meals at 
local restaurants, car washes, oil 
changes, hair cuts, toys, and 
more. 

For more information, call 
Phyllis Harmon at 537-1268 or 
Barbara Hansen at 459-260 or 
272-3791. 

Recognition dinner 
Horizons Children's Center will 

hold a Recognition Dinner at 7 
p.m. Wednesday at Gusto Itali-
ano, 345 W. Northwest Hwy. in 
Palatine. The dinner will honor 
those individuals, community, 
and corporate organizations who 
have made outstanding contribu-
tions to the Children's Center. For 
further information, call 459-
1617. 

Political rally 
A Rally for Village President 

Sheila Schultz will be held at 7:30 
p.m. on Sunday at Hoyne Savings 
& Loan, 699 W. Dundee Road in 
Wheeling. Sheila is running for 

Warm or cold, riders 
to set ff on Sunday 

y re rldig  

county board commissioner in the 
Nov. 6 election. Anyone interest-
ed in supporting her campaign is 
invited to attend. Posters and 
bumper stickers will be available. 
For more information, call Janet 
D'Argo at 537-2929. 

Addolorata Villa 
Residents of Addolorata Villa 

were honored recently by a visit 
from Bishop Raphael Fliss of La-
dysmith, Wis., who presided over 
the dedication of the villa's new 
100-unit apartment complex for 
retired seniors. One-hundred and 
fifty people attended the dedica-
tion ceremony, open house, and 
tour of the facility. Addolorata 
Villa, located at 555 McHenry 
Road in Wheeling, was establish-
ed in 1942. It is run by the Serv-
ants of Mary Sisters and offers 
living and social facilities for sen-
ior citizens. Congratulations to 
the Villa on their new addition. 

New teachers 
Welcome new Wheeling High 

School teachers Diana Burns and 
Aflredo Velasco, English as a 
Second Language program; Susan 
Liljeberg, dance; and Carol Rum-
pel, science. 

Wheeling High School students 
have recently been part of a 
Northwest Suburban High School 
District 214 effort to raise monies 
for the victims of the tornado that 
leveled homes and a high school 
in Plainfield. last month. Money 
has been collected at football 
games. Donations may be made 
by calling the school at 537-6500. 

Palwaukee officials refuse to raise their pay 
5 W/i9V are also village trustees: Anthony Al- cial saving for the airport but an im-

tieri Jr., Elizabeth L. Hartman and portant leadership move. 
Rogers. Chickerneo is the only Pros- "Until we can move on the airport 
pect Heights commissioner who improvements, we are trying to min- 
serves on the City Council. imize costs," he said. 

Other commissioners felt that the Airport Manager Fred Stewart 
timing for increasing the stipend said that he "would be out of line to 
was poor. comment too much" on the stipend, 

"I am frustrated at what our pro- but he did say that he felt commis-
fessional people, lawyers and engi- sioners were not being compensated 
neers, get paid to sit in on these for the amount of time and responsi-
meetings," said Commissioner Ni- bility they have assumed. 
cholas Helmer, of Prospect Heights. 
"But I feel it is inappropriate at this 
time to increase stipends." 

Commissioner Dan Quiery of 
Prospect Heights said that rejecting 
the increase would be a small finan- 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commissioners have denied them-
selves a raise for the second time in 
nine months. 

Commissioner William A. Rogers 
of Wheeling asked other commis-
sioners to pass a resolution that 
would increase their stipend from 
$75 to $125 a month. The resolution 
would require the approval of 
Wheeling trustees and Prospect 
Heights aldermen since the two com-
munities own the airport. 

But several commissioners said 
they felt that it was inappropriate to 

give themselves a raise. 
"I find when you are talking about 

what municipalities are going to do, 
you are talking about them as third 
person," Commissioner Carey L. 
Chickerneo, of Prospect Heights, 
told Rogers. "But as trustee and a 
commissioner, you wear two hats. I 
will not in any way, shape or form 
vote myself a raise." 

"If the council and Village Board 
feel our efforts are worthy of great-
er stipend, it should come down from 
them, not up from us," he added. 

The commission is made up of 
four residents from each municipali-
ty. Three of Wheeling's appointees 

The commission meets on the 
third Wednesday of each month. 
Commissioners also hold several 
committee meetings during the 
month. 

EDITORIALS 

Bring recycling 
to work lace 

7 — Y-0 M y su urban residents are getting used to recycling at 
home, but it stops there. It's time to bring this healthy practice 
into the workplace. 

It may not occur to many employees to cut down on waste at 
work. Yet enormous quantities of paper are generated in most 
offices, and it, too, goes in landfills. Garbage magazine figures 
indicate that paper accounts for more than one-third of the 
waste found in landfills. To keep the number of landfills to a 
minimum, citizens must reduce waste wherever they encounter 
it. 

While it may take the idea some time to catch on in private 
businesses, local governments can lead the way by recycling in 
their offices. Wheeling, Streamwood and Schaumburg are 
starting programs to recycle the office paper used in their 
village halls and other municipal buildings. Arlington Heights 
already does so, and Elk Grove Village and Park Ridge are 
looking into the possibility. 

DuPage County towns, however, are way ahead in this game. 
About 20 municipalities recycle their office paper, including 
Bartlett, Carol Stream, Glendale Heights, Glen Ellyn, 
Naperville, Warrenville, Wheaton and Wood Dale. 

As a side benefit, there may be some money in these reams of 
paper. According to Laidlaw Waste Systems Inc., which will 
handle Streamwood's program, the market for used office 
paper pays about $80 a ton. That's not a lot, but how many 
programs can a municipality start that generate good will and 
don't cost anything? 

Businesses, too, are finding it's good public relations to 
recycle. By promoting themselves as caring about the 
environment, they are also getting across the message that they 
care about their employees and their customers. 

Whether a company recycles or not, there are other simple 
measures they can take to reduce waste — and money. 
Marjorie Lamb lists some in Two Minutes a Day to a 
Greener Planet. 

• Photocopy or print on both sides of each sheet of paper. If 
your photocopier is not equipped to do this automatically, feed 
the paper, upside down, back into the machine's paper tray. 

• Before making copies to distribute to staff, determine how 
many you really need. 

• Put a box for "ruined" copies next to your photocopier. 
This paper still has one good, clean side that can be used for 
copying internal documents. 

■ Or, cut these used-on-one-side sheets in halves or quarters 
and staple them to make note pads. If the company finds it no 
longer has to spend money on note pads, tell your boss so. 

• Reuse corrugated cardboard boxes, or return them, 
flattened, to the shipper. They can also be recycled. 

■ And lastly, bring your own ceramic coffee cup to work, 
rather than using plastic foam  or paper  cups. 



Safety-Kleen drops waste storage plans 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

ftoFF WRITER 
_ ) -7- 9( 

Safety-Rleen Corporation has decided not to 
build a controversial waste storage facility in 
Wheeling, a decision that was unaffected by pub-
lic sentiment against the plan, according to a 
company spokeswoman. 

One of the proposal's leading opponents, how-
ever, believes those objections may have been 
the key factor. 

The company, which recycles motor oil, engine 
coolant, dry cleaning fluid and cleansing sol-
vents, had hoped to install 15 storage tanks, each 
with a capacity of 20,000 gallons, for the material 
on a 10-acre site on Hintz Road east of Wheeling 
Road. The complex would have replaced a facility 
in Arlington Heights scheduled to be closed. 

Over 100 persons packed the village hall last 
October during a four hour plan commission 
hearing on the proposal, with many speakers 
voicing pointed objections on environmental 
grounds. 

In a brief letter sent to Director of Community 
Development Michael Klitzke earlier this month, 
Ellen Jurczak, Safety-Kleen's environmental per-
mits manager, said the firm had decided it would 
be "more expeditious and efficient" to construct 
the facility in Elgin. 

The letter made no mention of any opposition 
to the Wheeling plan. 

Asked if the objections swayed her firm's 
thinking, Jurczak replied, "Not really. If the 
Elgin property had not been available, we would 
have proceeded" to locate the tanks in Wheeling. 

But Bob Brower, whose Circle M Day Camp on 
Hintz Road is near the proposed location, wrote 
other opponents that the large turnout at the 
hearings made the difference. 

C 

For now, we can relax about 
this issue. 

Bob Brower 
"I believe it was the large crowd and the con-

cern we expressed at the last hearing which 
helped Safety-Kleen change its position," he said. 

He added that the company evidently aban-
doned the proposal "rather than fight Wheeling 
citizens and many members of the business com-
munity and face long delays in the approval of 
their plans. 

"For now, we can relax about this issue," 
Brower added. 

Jurczak said the company's decision was final. 
Safety-Kleen sought permission from the Illi-

nois Environmental Protection Agency and the 
village for constructed of the tanks last summer. 
At the time, the village hired an independent 
environmental engineer and a real estate 
appraiser to gather information on the proposal. 

At early hearings, trustees and neighbors 
raised questions about the facility after they 
learned that an underground leak at the Arling-
ton Heights facility had caused ground contami-
nation into a residential area of Buffalo Grove 
just north of the facility. 

The Arlington Heights leak caused the com-
pany to remove the contamination from the soils 
while building a cement wall 10 feet into the 
ground separating the underground tanks and 
Buffalo Grove property. 

But Safety-Kleen officials argued contamina-
tion at the Wheeling site would have been 
unlikely, and noted the facility's safety measures 
would have surpasses state requirements. 

Unlike at the Arlington Heights facility, under-
ground tanks planned for Wheeling would have 
been protected by double-lined walls. The 12 
above ground tanks would have been protected 
from flood damage while cement retention areas 
would minimize potential leaks from spills dur-
ing the transferring of fluids by trucks. 

Police try for 
accreditation 

Veterans seek to donate vests 
By WAYNE TRYHuKci,pi,nreviewing the condition of 

the vests, but the process is 

A lot of work has gone 
into the Wheeling Police 
Department's drive for 
accreditation. Police say 
it has resulted in better 
service for residents. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

ITER 
fi kargf (IC 
The Wheeling Police 

Department hopes to 
become one of only 13 
departments in the state to 
earn accreditation by a 
national organization, Chief 
Michael Haeger said Tues-
day. 

The distinction would 
acknowledge the improving 
quality of services the 
Wheeling force provides, 
according to Haeger. 

The agency which would 
confer that recognition, the 
Commission on Accredita-
tion for Law Enforcement 
Services, Inc., is expected to 
begin examining the depart-
ment's policies, procedures, 
management, operations 
and support services Satur- 

Benefits of accreditation 
include community coopera-
tion, understanding and a 
positive relationship with 
neighboring agencies, 
according to Hermes. 

The department is 
encouraging the community 
to comment on the stan-
dards at a public hearing 
scheduled for 7 p.m. Mon-
day at Wheeling Village 
Hall. Copies are on file at 
the police station and the 
Indian Trails Public Library. 
Citizens may also make 
their feelings known by call- 

day, Haeger said. 
The Wheeling force 

would have to meet 791 
standards in those areas, in 
order to be accredited. 

Deputy Police Chief 
Michael Hermes, who has 
been coordinating the 
department's accreditation 
efforts, said the standards 
would govern how police 
dealt with everything from 
pursuits to disasters like 
airplane crashes. 

Haeger said that while a 
typical Wheeling resident 
may not care if the depart-
ment is accredited, the pro-
cess has produced better 
service for all residents. 

"The level arid quality of 
service has gone up since 
we began participating," 
Haeger said. The accredita-
tion process began in Sep-
tember of 1987. 

Hermes said the process 
had been difficult. 

"We started 
over. . .started from 
scratch," he told the village 
board recently. "We went 
standard by standard." 

(Continued on page 19) 

ing 459-2640 on Oct. 1 and 2 
between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. 

"If somebody has some-
thing to bring to the atten-
tion of the (accreditation) 
assessors, it can be positive 
or negative, and it will be 
reflected in their report," 
Haeger said. 

The commission is 
expected to act on Wheel-
ing's accreditation request 
in November, according to 
Haeger. 

While accreditation 
remains in effect for five 

g

4AFF WR 

Althotia veterans' group 
hopes to donate bulletproof 
vests to the Wheeling Police 
Department, Chief Michael 
Haeger said he hasn't deter-
mined whether the vests are 
actually needed for his offi-
cers. 

The department has been 

Robert Hettinger, a 
spokesman for Philip Carpen- 
ter AMVET Post 66 in Wheel-
ing, the organization that 
wants to make the donation, 
called the vests now being 
worn by some officers "out-
moded and outdated." 

Newer vests are lighter 
and more effective, he 
claimed Monday. 

"I wore a flak jacket in 
Korea, and it was a heavy 
son of a gun," he recalled. 
"Now the weight's cut down a 
lot." 

Hettinger said vests are 
becoming increasingly impor-
tant because of the greater 
potential for violent crime in 
the area. 

"We do have gangs here," 

years, departments which 
have earned it must submit 
annual reports to the com-
mission showing they still 
meet the necessary stan-
dards. 

Buffalo Grove is among 
the 13 Illinois departments, 
mostly north and northwest 
suburbs, already accredited. 
The Chicago department is 
in the process of seeking 
accreditation. By Haeger's 
estimation, between 175 and 
180 departments in the 
nation have been accred-
ited.  

complicated because there 
are not many guidelines for 
judging suitability, Haeger 
said. 

"We haven't arrived at any 
conclusions, yet, because 
there's a lot of discussion 
nationally on when vests 
deteriorate to the point of 
being unsafe," he explained. 

he said. "And drugs are infil-
trating the area. We've got to 
face it." 

As an elevator repairman, 
Hettinger said he often works 
in Chicago housing projects. 
"Chicago officers have been 
hit at point blank range and 
it (the vest) saved their 
lives." 

His group's donations 
would "help us protect those 
who serve and protect us," he 
said. 

Hettinger said his organi-
zation and the Illinois 
AMVET Service Foundation 
had each donated $500 
toward the vest purchases. 
The local chapter has also 
asked the village for permis-
sion to sell white clovers to  

But "if there were any vest 
we felt unsafe, we'd have 
replaced it." 

He acknowledged that 
some officers have bought 
new vests on their own, using 
their uniform allowances. 
And some department mem-
bers have worn the vests 
extensively, he said. 

(Continued on page 19) 

raise more money for the 
vests. The sales would take 
place on Nov. 1 through Nov. 
4, in honor of a Wheeling 
police officer who was slain 
during an attempted burglary 
about four years ago. 

The group would also like 
to collect and sell recyclable 
cans, with sale proceeds 
going for the vests. 

The organization's initial 
goal would be to donate 29 
vests, at an estimated cost of 
between $480 and $500 each, 
according to Hettinger. 
Because Wheeling paramed-
ics have been menaced by 
gun wielding patients 
recently, he said the group 
also hopes to donate four 
similar vests for their use. 
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Rival airport plan grounded 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

A runway plan for Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port, proposed by a former pilot to minimize 
noise, appears unlikely to get off the ground. 

Prospect Heights Alderman Warren Sunde 
said Friday neither he, fellow council mem-
bers nor Acting Mayor Jerry Meyer could be 
expected to support the proposal, presented 

&Wheeling resident Lowell Stolerow to the 
eeling Village Board last week. 
Both Wheeling and Prospect Heights, 

which administer the airport through a com-
mission of representatives from each two 
communities, would have to approve the 
plan, which calls for installing a runway on a 
line running roughly between the intersec-
tions of Wolf and Palatine roads, and Milwau-
kee Avenue and Hintz road. 

Stolerow envisions the new runway replac- 

ing one extending between the intersections 
of Hintz and Wolf Roads, and Milwaukee 
Avenue and Palatine Road. 

Stolerow claims his plan would save 
between $40 million and $60 million by elimi-
nating the need for several expansion mea-
sures the airport is now planning, including 
realigning the intersection of Hintz and Wolf 
Roads, building two bridges over a portion of 
a drainage ditch, removing trees north of 
Hintz near the Plum Creek apartment com-
plex, and purchasing air rights from Plum 
Creek. 

While it would divert flights over a forest 
preserve, thereby lowering the noise levels of 
flights above Wheeling, it would increase air 
traffic over Prospect Heights. 

The Prospect Heights City Council backs 
the projects already being considered by the 
airport, according to Sunde. 
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Noise complaints likely 
at local airport hearing 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
YTER 

cl,?1 
 

Residents concerned over 
what they consider exces-
sively loud airplanes are 
expected to make some noise 
of their own at a hearing on a 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
expansion plan next week. 

The proposal is being 
reviewed by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration. The pro-
ceedings, scheduled for 2 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Chevy 
Chase Park Grand Ballroom 
on Oct. 4, have been called to 
address environmental 
impacts of the plan, But 
Wheeling Village President 
Sheila Schultz said such 
hearings can often become 
forums for airing issues not 
specifically included in the 
agenda. 

And indeed area resident 
Bruce Portnoy said Tuesday 
he would ask that an airport 
assistant manager be named 
to field late night complaints 
about excessively loud planes 
that keep people awake in 
the neighborhood, which he 
charged operate between 10 
p.m. and 6 a.m. 

"Now when you call, you 
get a tape machine," Portnoy 
said. 

Michael Berman, a spokes-
man for a Harmony Village 
group opposing the expan-
sion, said planes were liter-
ally rattling windows near his 
home. 

"They're coming in 
extremely low, and taking off 
and landing at all hours of 
the day and night," he 
charged. "If they took a deci-
bel test on my patio, they'd 
find it definitely exceeds the 
standards." 

He said he would ask air-
port officials to provide writ-
ten proof that planes are 
complying with noise regula-
tions. He added he might 
,7ommission an independent 
study of the issue. 

"They're expecting to  

bring in heavier and bigger 
planes," he said. "Bigger 
planes mean a bigger poten-
tial for accidents, and noise 
and air pollution. 

Berman also expressed 
concern about reports that 
the facility's control tower 
was unmanned after mid-
night. 

"It's all run out of O'Hare 
(International Airport) after 
that," he said. "When I hear 
about near collisions at 
O'Hare, I wonder how they're 
going to keep track of flights 
over here. . .We want 
tougher restrictions to pre-
serve our property values and 

C 

The future for the 
communities of 
Prospect Heights 
and Wheeling 
looks kind of 
bleak 

Warren Sunde 

our way of life." 
A similar theme was 

sounded by Prospect Heights 
Alderman Warren Sunde, 
who last week said the air-
port planned to accommodate 
30,000 additional flights in 
five years, and 60,000 more in 
10 years. 

"It means the future for 
the communities of Prospect 
Heights and Wheeling looks 
kind of bleak," he said. "The 
noise is bad now for some 
areas. With added flights, it 
will be even worse there, and 
it will spread into others, as  

far west as Elmhurst Road. 
In planning to expand Pal-

waukee Airport, Sunde 
charged, the facility's officials 
"are trying to make the com-
munity compatible with the 
airport, when they should be 
making the airport compati-
ble with the community." 

Sunde said realigning the 
intersection of Hintz and 
Wolf roads would bring flight 
patterns dangerously close to 
Holmes Junior High School. 

"God forbid there should 
be a disaster," he said. "And 
Foxboro (apartment complex) 
will be right under it. It's 
unbelievable what they're 
doing." 

Sunde said his views are 
shared by 60 to 70 percent of 
Prospect Heights residents. 

Portnoy, meanwhile attrib-
uted the noisy flights to "a 
few disrespectful pilots." He 
said the problem has largely 
been ignored by the Palwau-
kee Airport Pilots' Associa-
tion. 

He also disputed a predic-
tion by the group's spokes-
man, Barry Axelrod, that 
large numbers of pilots would 
take their business to other 
airports if the Palwaukee 
facility were not allowed to 
expand. Palwaukee pilots 
he's spoken too, Portnoy 
said, have told him the facil-
ity would be preferable to its 
competitors in Waukegan and 
Kenosha, Wisc., even without 
expansion because of its 
proximity to Chicago. 

Axelrod disagreed. 
"There's a big push by both 
those airports to lure busi-
ness from Palwaukee," he 
said Monday. "They've 
lengthened the airports, and 
they're putting in hangars. 
Several major corporations, 
and several of my friends, 
have pulled out." 

Because of such defec-
tions, the number of planes 
using the facility has dropped 
from about 600 to approxi-
mately 450, he said. 
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Wheeling brings out 
big guns for hearing 

if  V- C.) 
By WAYNE TRYHUK Also backing accreditation 

STAFF were Village President Sheila 
Schultz, Village Manager 

The Wheeling po orce Craig Anderson, Fire Chief 
brought its backers out in Keith MacIsaac and Trustee 
force Monday in an effort to Judy Abruscato, speaking as 
earn national accreditation. a representative of the 

Law enforcement, civic, Wheeling Lioness Club. 
municipal, school and judicial Four assessors from the 
officials, as well as private Commission on Accreditation 
citizens, testified for an hour for Law Enforcement Ser-
and a half to the profession- vices, Inc., took their testi-
alism and compassion they mony at a public hearing at 
said was regularly displayed the Village Hall as part of a 
by Wheeling police officers wide-ranging evaluation of 
and management personnel. the Wheeling department's 

Among the approximately policies, procedures, manage-
20 speakers were George Nic- ment, operations and support 
osia, of the Cook County services. 
Sheriff's Department, Circuit The commission is 
Court Judge Howard Fink, expected to act on Wheeling's 
and police chiefs from Buf- accreditation request in 
falo Grove, Mount Prospect November, according to Chief 
and Palos Heights. Michael Haeger. 

— - - - 
Along similar lines, 

Holmes Junior High School 
Principal Avrum Poster said, 
"I find them to be. . . 
much like the educators I 
work with. . .with the same 
sense of compassion." 

"They reach out and touch 
kids and their families," he 
said, recalling a case in 
which a girl had been brutal-
ized and kidnapped and 
another involving a runaway 
who did not speak English. 
He repeatedly praised police 
for focusing on remedial 
action, which he said was far 
more effective with children 
than punitive measures. 

Weather key to 
bank's opening 

Police 
look at 
hate,rule 

/0 By AYNE  TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

C A A. Y5 p12., 
The Wheeling Police 
Department has instituted a 
policy aimed at reducing 
crimes motivated by big-
otry. 

Drafted to bring the 
department's procedures 
more closely in line with a 
state law awaiting Gov. 
James Thompson's signa-
ture, the policy specifies 
procedures officers must 
follow when investigating 
illegal activities aimed at 
members of ethnic, racial, 
or religious groups, as well 
as homosexuals and people 
with mental or physical dis-
abilities. 

Such "bias/hate crimes," 
as the policy calls them, 
"traumatize a community," 
Commander Eric Larson 
noted Friday. "But when 
they're handled properly, it 
can make the community 
stronger. We want to reaf-
firm that these things will 

(Continued on page 19) 
w,ci Ci-LYC-1. 

"The whole spirit behind 
it is to generate sensitivity, 
particularly of police offi-
cers," Officer Tim Hillyer, 
who proposed the policy, 
said Friday. 

Under the procedures, 
which went into effect Sept. 
15, police must report 
bias/hate crimes immedi-
ately to watch supervisors, 
who may add patrols to 
affected areas. 

Officers will also encour-
age owners of vandalized 
property to restore it 
quickly. 

Physical evidence of such 
vandalism, like defaced reli-
gious symbols, burned 
crosses or graffiti, will be 
collected by evidence tech-
nicians. 

In addition, investigators 
may seek assistance from, 
and exchange intelligence 
information with, other law 
enforcement agencies in 
serious cases. 

Officers will also make 
follow-up visits to victims, 

Nicosia told the assessors 
that Wheeling police have 
always been there to lend 
assistance to his force in situ-
ations ranging from traffic 
offenses to vice and gambling 
cases. 

Fink cited the honest, 
objective, and straightforward 
testimony of Wheeling offi-
cers in his Rolling Meadows 
courtroom. 

"They're obviously disci-
plined and well prepared," he 
said. 

Wheeling High School 
Associate Principal James 
Whittington, who is also a vil-
lage trustee, said Wheeling 
police have exhibited com-
passion and sincerity for 
individuals and their fami-
lies. 

(Continued on page 22) 

MacIsaac noted that timely 
action by police in disarming 
a man who had pulled a gun 
on paramedics "turned a very 
deadly situation into a posi-
tive result." 

Linda Dawson, widow of 
Officer Ken Dawson, who was 
killed in the line of duty in 
1985, said Wheeling officers 
had offered her and her fam-
ily extraordinary support, 
including a contribution of 
over $9,000, since her hus-
band's death. 

"It's five years later and 
they're my friends," she 
added. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

ti 
When Household • offi- 
cials were seeking permission 
to build a branch in Wheel-
ing, a couple village trustees, 
concerned about traffic con-
gestion, gave them a little 
heat. 

Now the officials hope cold 
weather problems don't delay 
their plans to construct the 
facility at Dundee Road and 
Huntington with a six-lane 
drive-through. 

Normally, the building 
would be finished within 120 
to 150 days of its Oct. 2 
ground breaking, Richard 
Lucas, vice-president and 
property manager, said 
Thursday. 

"But that schedule might 
be extended if we have two 
feet of snow on the ground in 
December," he said. 

Another official said the 
branch's services would 
reflect a family orientation. 

"We aim our products and 
services there, rather than at 
corporations and big busi-
nesses," Bank Division Presi-
dent Charles Colip said. 

According to Colip, Wheel- 

C 
ing has a high concentration 
of 25 to 55-year-old residents, 
with household incomes in 
the $30,00 to $60,000 range, 
making it a "model family 
community" to benefit from 
an increase in consumer 
accounts. 

After her vote for approval 
broke a two to two Village 
Board tie on the construction 
plan in August, Village Presi-
dent Sheila Schultz had said 
she supported the bank in 
part because its non-commer-
cial emphasis would serve a 
need in the village. 

Trustees James Whitting-
ton and Elizabeth Hartmann 
had voted against the pro-
posal, after questioning 
Lucas on the likelihood that 
vehicles entering and leaving 
the bank would create traffic 
problems. 

Lucas maintained Thurs-
day that a traffic signal he 
said is planned for Hunting-
ton and Dundee will "address 
any questions about anybody 
getting in and out." 

With separate entrances 
and exits for the bank and 
drive-through, according to 
Lucas, the 6,200 square foot 
facility will generate nondis-
ruptive, easy traffic patterns. 

9m page 5 
and apprise community 
leaders of progress in inves-
tigations. 

Hillyer, who consulted 
the Chicago Anti-Defama-
tion League in devising the 
policy, said that while he 
was not aware of any 
bias/hate crimes being com-
mitted in Wheeling, very 
disturbing activity of that 
type had recently occurred 
in nearby Arlington Heights 
and Buffalo Grove. 

Much of his motivation, 
according to Hillyer, 50, 
comes from historical pat-
terns. 

"I was only a child dur-
ing the Holocaust, but I've 
done extensive reading 
about it," he explained. 
"I've never been able to 
understand why people vic-
timize other people simply 
for what they are. . .It's 
been a continuing source of 
bewilderment to me my 
whole life long; the whole 
issue of bigotry. 

"I can't help but believe, 
and I don't want to be pessi- 

mistic, that with the eco- 
nomic situation we're in 
now, we may have more of 
this (bias/hate crime activ- 
ity) and not less. Fore-
warned is forearmed." 

He added that as far as 
the department could deter- 
mine, the Wheeling policy 
was the first of its kind in 
the state. 

Larson said the depart-
ment was proud that the 
procedures were initiated by 
a patrol officer, rather than 
a member of the force's 
management. 

Under the proposed state 
law, Hillyer said, some 
offenses like battery could 
be prosecuted both as a bat- 
tery and a bias/hate crime, 
with the latter, in some 
cases, constituting a felony. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said Monday the 
village may consider creat- 
ing an ordinance similar to 
the state legislation, or a 
resolution emphasizing its 
support for the police pol-
icy. 
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Former pilot Low Stole-
row hopes to generate legisla-
tive support for his plan to 
minimize noise at Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport. 

And the Plum Creek resi-
dent is disputing a conten-
tion by airport officials that 
the proposal is essentially the 
same as one rejected years 
ago as being unfeasible. 

Stolerow's plan calls for 
the installation of a runway 
on a line running roughly 
between the intersections of 
Wolf and Palatine roads, and 

410 
 Milwaukee Avenue and Hintz 
Road. The new runway would 
replace one extending 

Centenm 
looking for 
yolu eer 

The Wheelin 1994 Cen-
tennial Committee will meet 
at 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 16 in the 
Village Hall council cham-
bers, according to Village 
Trustee Elizabeth Hartman, a 
member of the group. 

Hartman said the commit-
tee is seeking volunteers to 
work on the centennial pro-
ject, the motto for which is 
"Glancing Back...Looking 
Ahead." 

Persons interested in 
obtaining more information 
on the centennial may call 
Hartman at 537-2644. 

th;_reby lowering the noise 
levels of flights above Wheel-
ing, it would increase air traf-
fic over Prospect Heights, 
according to Stolerow. 

Both communities, which 
administer the airport 
through a commission, would 
have to approve the plan, an 
occurrence Prospect Heights 
Alderman Warren Sunde has 
said is very unlikely. 

Stolerow has conceded it 
will be hard to persuade 
Prospect Heights to accept 
the plan. In fact, he said 
Monday, "it would be an 
exercise in futility to look to 
the villages for relief." 

He added, however, that 
he hoped to initiate a letter 

(Continued on page 21) 

Continued from page 8 
writing campaign aimed at 
encouraging U.S. Sens. Paul 
Simon and Alan Dixon, both 
Democrats, U.S. Rep. John 
Porter, the I 0 th district 
Republican, and state Rep. 
Grace Mary Stern, a Demo-
crat from Glenview, to back 
his plan. 

Stolerow added that he 
hoped to present his proposal 
at a public hearing on the 
environmental impact of the 
airport's expansion plan, 
scheduled from 2 p.m. 
through 8 p.m. today at the 
Chevy Chase Park Grand 
Ballroom 
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between the intersections of 
Hintz and Wolf roads, and 
Milwaukee Avenue and Pala-
tine road. 

Stolerow claims his pro-
posal would save between $40 
million and $60 million by 
eliminating the need for sev-
eral expansion measures the 
airport plans to implement, 
including realigning the 
intersection of Hintz and 
Wolf, building two bridges 
over a portion of a drainage 
ditch, removing trees north 
of Hintz near the Plum Creek 
apartment complex, and pur-
chasing air rights from Plum 
Creek. 

While it would divert 
flights over a forest preserve 
and an industrial area, 

Wheeling planner maps out village's future 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Village Planner Mark Janeck studies plans for the revamping of Milwaukee Avenue. 
Daily Herald Photo/Gilbert Boucher 

Get one thing straight. Mark 
Janeck, Wheeling's new village 
planner, is no dreamer. 

"Planners have been hit for 
dreaming too much and not under-
standing the development process," 
Janeck said. "It is my job to suggest 
changes for the village that are pos-
sible." 

Janeck, who received a master's 
degree in urban and regional plan-
ning from the University of Wiscon-
sin at Madison this year, was chosen 
from about 20 applicants for the po-
sition. The job became available last 
February, when Bob Sullivan left the 
village to take a job in Orland Park. 

This is Janeck's first foray into 
public service. 

"I wanted to understand the na-
ture of development from the public 
sector angle," he said. 

And he already has done a lot of 
homework, wasting no time in get-
ting to know the village and its de-
velopment issues, Village Manager 
Craig G. Anderson said. 

"He has learned the community 
pretty well already," Anderson said. 
"He has a good understanding of the 
development and redevelopment is-
sues the community is facing." 

Before coming to Wheeling, 
Janeck ran his own land planning 
consulting firm in Baltimore, Md., 
for five years. 

As Wheeling's village planner, 
Janeck says he faces a different set 
of challenges than village planners 
of less developed municipalities. 

"Wheeling is landlocked," he said. 
"The village is going to look the way 
it does now for a long time." 

But Janeck said he is working on 
forming a new perspective for the 
village's future — when he believes 
redevelopment will become a hot is-
sue — by revising the village's five-
year land-use plan. 

The five-year plan is a vision of 
what the village would look like if it 
were developed exactly as village  

officials would like. A revised plan 
should be finished in five months. 
But the plan, Janeck says, can only 
go as far as community development 
and private developers can take it. 

"In a village like Wheeling, where 
most of the structures are 40 to 50 
years old, redevelopment is more 
important than development," he  

said. "Market pressure is going to be 
put on Wheeling for redevelopment." 

Unlike surrounding communities, 
Wheeling has a good amount of af-
fordable housing that it should try to 
preserve, Janeck says. 

"The village should have an inter-
est in keeping its housing afford-
able," he says. 



Q7 g -5• Cv 5 
. . .. : -- ; 6" " : 9"w c  " ? :3  
cD '1)  o o - c- cp CD tn = ,_ 

g.ga t2 0 5- 7 5.  ▪ -I- 74,- {.7-  G. .- cy,""" 0,-, C1Q 
ID 

O > CD 

i ei : 

sl)

; C r cl: c r: 

:

5 o:  t! 

el el -ezr ° ° 0 "1 goMCI. 0 at, cr  0. Do CD ,..< 10 
c .. = M. u' act  

n et ,-• > • ZS: ,-.- et 
D 

• rt E,-; cL2 re, 0 
CID 0 ° 0. W  Do 
0  W CD ""'" 0  ,-. • CD 

a, 

 m

g

m::-, :ct, : 
w
:

2

— 

„To

' :'''' : 

cm

8 
- ,   g . c ,Th5 2 an g... 

— .... — a,' .1. g g "- cl`:  g. 3 ,,=, ,,74. -, 2., ,0 A, -, ,- .e„,„ . =- . 
elD CM - .. M - ,-. 1...., cm 0 CD 
o (I) """ 0 0- < ° c0 .-- in. '-' 

::1T 

 _ _

: • 

w

(3< ci :: ;

g

5 

 .. : : '1:  
,-.- et -ii: 

0.% K, r) ' •-• 6 . . = -tz: 8'..... 
':L.' (nc, i7, a) 
or .5'. ci " V*4  :-6.  : 0:  2.- ----0-.."-  CD 

noo s 2u 
n  

'1 te) n 5 
o — cA n. — 

``) 5 

<-< --.;:_f. — N  ,:,crci < = --.... r1) ri, ,-, E.. D., o ,, c, c„ ci. 

'
cz) 

 jimiliMIMii  

7,• > ,•• o < et o F.. 0  •-• 
VeYVVV 0. "--"<"."" eD 0 

0 

11.) 
cl, 

g ,  
cp 

Mir 
cti 
O 

19= 

cti 
= 
2.5 

cm oi .,,,. ....„ , ,>_, CD 6 2 „g. .4 „ 
,.,: ,-, 0 .-. . w 5 n et 
— ro,•=cr, .....,-.-cvo 
c° O< = '''' r) it 1 4 cA  ° " M 

If 

C%:  " 0%;  ,0:  ,

.9...

ar 

 ,z,

0 "  : : : 

'0 — a, a , r = 

CFQ  '- CM cn Or ,,, M 5 1= c--- o 
-- c' 5° ''  
c. s.: EL 

CD - 0 

C0\11 gCLAg• 

'•"<"" 0 
 

a, a) _...0 e'D 
r,
e1D Do ,-.

0
- Lo 

c o s 
 5P"7;. -1 — = cm -,0,-- ="6 v  pzi . ,.... ,,, 

g G. i4,  
-.• — . 

cm • = -- et 
, 

,:l 7 co o- g w ,,, 
c 

 — 
c) crtl, • off ' a" ̀c5ro  II) o•    ... •-r < cD .c• et o 

CD CD et, .- • cD 
Dm g 
Door" 
0. 0. CD 

> 
M 0. 

CD 
0 

0
en 

cA   
O F'D 
"I CD tn CD tn..  ra, 

• o 
CL < 

• 

ti's- 
Cr ,;••• 

m 

0 

... E.)  12,  Cra O. Cr Dr .-. 
- •

, co` 5- -. = 

i iii.  '."- ..,, 
sw a n  rD'xi  oi ,-11..c1::: 

u)  = ,_,.,  Pi 

,-1 ,-,  

a E. ,..,
--• Oa n' • o Y' -to .--• 

Do ...,, (5,)  c7; = 
0-  

0,,- DoCrDeD0 7c- ,.:', 
CD rA 

CL 0 a, 0-  et 
< ,S.' ' 

:=,-- a  ,,,, ,,_ . , o rt „, 
'n 

CD 
CD  
cn eD el) .0g 

= >I ttr, t..-,,-„, 
7.> 

- CD .1 Cr 
`"4. n et 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 
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While the specter of treat-

tampering hasn't haunted 
Wheeling Halloweens in 
recent memory, minor van-
dalism has been enough to 
spook some residents, accord-
ing to Wheeling Police Crime 
Prevention Officer Barb 
Kobishop. 

Police are encouraging 
Halloween activities that dis-
courage kids from acting like 

demons, she said, largely 
because pranks aren't always 
that harmless. 

Even the instances of toi-
let paper tossed into trees, 
pumpkins smashed on side-
walks, eggs cracked against 
house siding and soap 
smeared across windows can 
cause great inconvenience for 
victims, especially the 
elderly, Kobishop pointed 
out. 

"Vandalism is a mean 
thing to do because it 

often than not after the acts 
are commited when the odds 
of catching someone are slim 
and next to none," Kobishop 
said. "That's officers and cars 
that could be concentrating 
on other matters. It's tax dol-
lars going down the drain." 

Plans are already being 
made to increase the police 
presence in the village dur-
ing Halloween's witching 
hours. 

"We will have extra 
patrols, in unmarked, marked 
and semi-marked cars," 
Kobishop said. "We can't 
have too many eyes and ears 
out there." 

She said she'd like to see 
the kids forego the tricks and 
treat themselves to produc- 

tive activities, like joining in 
the annual Halloween Walk 
at the Shadow Bend subdivi-
sion on Milwaukee Avenue or 
the Park District's Spook 
Trail at Childerly Park. 

Kobishop said parents 
should forbid children from 
entering any stranger's home 
or vehicle, and should 
instruct them to refrain from 
eating any treats that haven't 
been examined by their 
mothers or fathers. Parents 
should cut and wash fruit, 
and discard any unwrapped 
items. 

If the safety of particular 
kinds of goodies is question-
able, police can get answers 
from a Halloween Candy Hot-
line, established by the Inter-
national Asociation of Chiefs 
of Police in Arlington, Va. 

1 

Wheeling police brace 
for H*loween mischief 

Builder 
plans 39 
homes 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
,„",I 
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STAFF WRITER  
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The Wheeling Wheeling Village 

Board Monday gave prelimi-
nary approval to a plan to 
build 39 single-family 
homes on a site west of 
Wolf Road, between Meadow 
Lane and Mayer Avenue. 

"If weather cooperates, 
we could move dirt this 
year," said Ira Frank, a rep-
resentative of developer 
Joseph Freed and Associ-
ates. Foundations for the 
homes could be in place by 
next spring, he said. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said the project 
would meet a need for sin-
gle family homes in Wheel-
ing. 

The development would 
be called Picardy Place. 
Anderson said the plan, 
which would have 55 trees, 
would be preferable to oth-
ers which had been dis-
cussed, including a proposal 
for multi-family townhomes. 

Frank said a wetland por-
tion of the site is not a true 
wetland with standing 
water. 

Nevertheless, he said, 
property owners would be 
allowed to mow the grass on 
the wetland but not to oth-
erwise improve it. 

The development site is 
bordered on two sides by 
undeveloped residential 
zones, on another by single 
family homes, and on the 
fourth by "a moderately 
busy roadway" adjacent to 
properties zoned for indus-
trial and business use, 
according to village staff. 

Wolf Road and Sixth 
Street would enter into the 
subdivision. 

Village Planner Mark 
Janeck told the village plan 
commission that traffic gen-
erated by the homes would , 
which would not have a det-
rimental impact on Wolf 
Road. The homes would sell 
for between $175,00 and 
$200,000. 

In granting preliminary 
approval, the board agreed 
to change the property's 
zoning from an industrial 
and older type of residential 
classification. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 
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Wheeling residents could 

be bowling with the champs 
- or at least watching them 
firsthand - under a proposal 
the Village Board is 
expected to consider. 

Leisery Inc., a Brunswick 
Corporation company, has 
asked the board for permis-
sion to construct a 38,065 
square foot bowling center, 
which could be the site of 
professional bowling tour 
matches and national tour-
naments, at 412 N. Milwau-
kee Ave. 

The proposal, originally 
on the agenda for the Mon-
day's board meeting, was 
rescheduled at the request 
of Leisery for another, as 
yet undetermined, meeting. 

The center would include 
40 lanes, a billiard room, 
liquor bar, snack bar, 
kitchen, lounge, food ser-
vice area, pro shop, multi-
purpose rooms and bleacher 
area. 

The village plan commis-
sion recommended approval 
of the proposal, on the con-
dition that Leisery install a 
fence along the south side 
of the site, and plan for a 
left turn lane on Milwaukee  

involves peoples' time to 
clean up," she observed. 
"Seniors may not have peo-
ple who can clean up the 
messes for them. It rips may 
heart apart to think of a 
granny or grandpa trying to 
get toilet paper out of trees." 

And the devilment can be 
costly in a literal sense, 
because it requires police 
attention. 

"We do have to send offi-
cers out to investigate, more 

(Continued on page 16) 

Avenue to accommodate 
vehicles entering the 
grounds. 

According to projections 
based upon use of a similar 
center in Palatine, the 
Wheeling facility would 
increase northbound Mil-
waukee Avenue traffic by 
just 4 percent, and south-
bound traffic by 8 percent 
during peak evening travel 
hours. Recreational vehicles 
would be allowed to park in 
designated areas on the 
grounds during tournament 
play. 

The center could "serve 
as an anchor for redevelop-
ment" of the north end of 
an area commonly called 
the Milwaukee Avenue Cor-
ridor, according to village 
staff. 

"If all goes well, and 
according to plan, it could 
be a prestigious kind of con-
struction for Wheeling," Vil-
lage Planner Mark Janeck 
said Tuesday. 

In a report to the village 
board, Village Manager 
Craig Anderson also sup-
ported the plan. He added 
that village approval would 
be contingent upon the cen-
ter providing security dur-
ing peak hours of activity. 

Ball rolling for 
bowling alley 

/ (.7 —11 



Manager search narrows 
_ 

Jeffery Ave. bridge 
to be repaired 

Wheeling trustees have agreed 
to spend $21,000 for repairs to the 
Jeffery Avenue bridge. 

Village officials said that R&W 
Clark of Chicago was the only 
company interested in doing the 
patch work because many con-
tractors are not interested in 
doing bridge repairs at this time 
of year. But village engineers 
checked their references and 
found them to be qualified to 
work on the bridge, which runs 
over the Wheeling drainage ditch 
just west of Wolf Road. 

Work on the bridge, including 
repair of expansion joints, con-
crete beams, surface cracks and 
curb line pavement cracks, is ex-
pected to begin in the next few 
weeks. 

The repairs are expected to 
take about one week. Although 
the bridge will remain open 
through most of the repairs, it 
will be closed for two days during 
the final stages, village officials 
said. 

Bowling alley vote 
delayed until Monday 

The village board did not get to 
vote on an expected proposal 
from Leiserv, Inc. to build a 
bowling alley at 412 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said a Leisery representa-
tive called him Monday and  

asked that his company's propos-
al be pulled from Monday's agen-
da and rescheduled for Monday's 
board meeting. No reason was 
given for the change, Anderson 
said. 

Village takes on 
maintenance tasks 

Trustees voted to take over re-
sponsibility for running and 
maintaining village roads and 
utilities at two new housing de-
velopments located in the village. 

Village inspectors have certi-
fied that water, sewer, storm 
sewers, streets, sidewalks and 
street lighting are in good work-
ing order at Kingsport Village 
North subdivison and Arlington 
Club apartments and condomini-
ums. Kingsport Village is on the 
east side of Schoenbeck Road, 
north of Hintz Road. The Arling-
ton Club apartments and condo-
miniums are east of Buffalo 
Grove Road and north of Dundee 
Road. 

An agreement for the village to 
take over maintenance of roads 
and sidewalks built in new subdi-
visions is usually part of any 
agreement between the village 
and developers, said Robert D. 
Gray, Jr., director of operations 
and maintenance for the village. 
The developers put in the side-
walks, streets, sewers and light-
ing and maintain them for the 
first year. If there are no major 
problems, the village takes over 
after a year. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK ' 
STAFF WRITER 
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The list of potbntial suc-

cessors to former Assistant 
Village Manager David Kowal 
has been narrowed down to 
six candidates, who were 
expected to be interviewed 
this week, Village Manager 
Craig Anderson said Thurs-
day. 

Whoever succeeds Kowal, 
however, will probably not 
assume his new duties before 
the middle of November, 
Anderson added. 

"We hope after the inter-
viewing is done, we'll have a 
good idea of whom we want 
to hire," he said. "Ideally, I'd 
like to have someone here 
yesterday. It's a key posi- 

tion." 
Kowal resigned in August 

to accept a Northbrook post 
similar to the one he held in 
Wheeling. 

Anderson said the village's 
cable franchise will probably 
be one of the first topics the 
new assistant will help 
review. 

The cable question con-
cerns a request by Telecom-
munication Inc. of Illinois to 
modify its 15-year franchise 
agreement with Wheeling, 
which expires in 1996, to 
allow a switch from a two 
cable to one cable system. 

"We have some concerns 
about that," Anderson said. 
"The purpose of a dual sys-
tem was to provide extra 
capacity, and redundancy in 

cations in other communities 
it serves, largely because of 
financial considerations. 

"It's costing us more to 
maintain a second cable," he 
explained. 

Those second cables have 
proved to be unnecessary 
because the demand for 
channels anticipated in the 
early 1980s has not material-
ized, according to Fee. 

Besides the cable issue, 
the new assistant will also 
serve as a staff liaison, and  

the event of outages." 
Before the village will con-

sider accepting the change, 
"we have to be assured of 
better reliability with single 
cable, and better response to 
complaints and outages," he 
said. 

As a condition for approv-
ing the switch, he said, the 
village may seek a guarantee 
that rates would not be 
increased for a specified 
period of time. 

TCI General Manager Kel-
vin Fee said Thursday his 
company was likely to meet 
village concerns on the issue, 
and might propose a rate 
reduction of $2.50 per month 
if the change is approved. 

He added that TCI is seek-
ing similar franchise modifi-

(Continued on page 16) 

be involved in the village's 
recycling and refuse collec-
tion efforts, Anderson said, as 
well as helping prepare the 
budget and recruiting new 
employees. ... 

He said rvillage projects 
have not suffered while 
Kowal's old spot has gone 
unfilled. 

"It's just meant every-
body's been working longer 
and harder," he explained. 
"Everybody's been pitching 
in to get the job done." 

Airport plans in holding pattern 
Although the hearing 
was ostensibly on a road 
realignment, residents 
blasted Palwaukee 
Airport on a number of 
other complaints. 

/0 '4/- 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 
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Noise, safety, financial 

and pollution problems 
would result from a pro-
posed Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport expansion plan, 
opponents of the proposal 
charged Thursday at a pub-
lic hearing. 

The session was techni-
cally called to assess the 
environmental impact of a 
plan to relocate the inter-
section of Hintz and Wolf  

roads to a point about 750 
feet west of its present posi-
tion. 

But speaker after speaker 
used the hearing to 
denounce the airport's over-
all plans, which also include 
building two bridges over a 
portion of a drainage ditch, 
removing trees north of 
Hintz Road near the Plum 
Creek apartment complex, 
and purchasing air rights 
from Plum Creek. 

Many were afraid the air-
port's plans would lower 
their property values or 
destroy the serenity of their 
neighborhood. 

"The present plan is 
going to trap us into the 
area," said Florence Pearl-
man, a resident of the Plum 
Creek apartment complex. 
"We will not be able to get 
out of or into the complex. 

It's hazardous." 
"When you get home, you 

feel the rest of the world is 
away from you," agreed 
Plum Creek resident Steve 
Wohlgmeth. "What they're 
planning to do will destroy 
everything Plum Creek is 
about." 

The manager of a nearby 
apartment complex told the 
hearing panel he was con-
cerned the project would 
make it more difficult to 
lease apartments in his 
building. 

"Drive-by traffic is our 
best rental source," said 
James D. Meyerchick, man-
ager of the Foxboro Apart-
ments. "Nothing is as dis-
turbing as being awakened 
by a jet screeching over-
head." 

"We have planes flying 
over our heads you could  

probably hit with a base-
ball," said Thomas Jozsi, 
1040 Carol Ave. "There's 
also the threat of accidents 
with increased air traffic." 

Michael Berman, a mem-
ber of the Harmony Village 
Town Home Association's 
board of directors, said 
vibrations caused by planes 
frequenting Palwaukee liter-
ally rattle windows in the 
area, and questioned airport 
officials as to whether they 
had considered alternative 
proposals like one proposed 
by former pilot Lowell Sto-
lerow. 

Stolerow's plan would 
include an alternate runway 
alignment that he says 
would save between $40 
million and $60 million and 
divert flights over the forest 

(Continued on page 13) 

preserve. While lowering 
noise levels in Wheeling, 
the alternate plan would 
increase air traffic over 
Prospect Heights. 

Wheeling has said it 
would study his plan, but 
Prospect Heights has 
opposed it. The two villages 
administer the airport 
through an intergovernmen-
tal commission. 

A few of the speakers did 
address the actual road 
realignment proposal itself. 
Wheeling Trustee William 
Rogers, in a written state-
ment, urged that the reloca- 

tion be done in a way that 
does not ultimately increase 
traffic noise. 

Rogers strongly sug-
gested no property be 
destroyed as a result of road 
work, and objected to road 
barriers and the removal of 
trees. He asked that recon-
struction of Wolf Road from 
Camp McDonald Road to 
Milwaukee Avenue be done 
concurrent with the inter-
section relocation. 

But still other concerns 
focused more on airport 
operations than the road 
realignment or expansion  

fears. 
Bruce Portnoy, a member 

of the Wheeling Board of 
Health who testified as a 
private citizen, faulted the 
airport for failing to staff 
the control tower during 
late night hours, saying it 
was indicative of an "absen-
tee management style." 

He asked that the FAA 
require the facility to have a 
night operations manager. 
He also said the noise level 
at the airport was not being 
monitored to determine 
whther or not it was 
unhealthy. 

Barry Axelrod, president 
of the Palwaukee Airport 
Pilots' Assocation, disputed 
the idea that the airport's 
runway realignment plan 
was geared toward expan-
sion. 

"Nothing could be farther 
from the truth," Axelrod 
said. He said the plan is 
concerned with safety, effi-
ciency and bringing Palwau-
kee in conformity with stan-
dards and guidelines 
necessary to receive federal 
and state aid. 

The intersection reloca- 

tion, according to Axelrod, 
will enhance safety by 
ensuring that a particular 
runway remains at a length 
necessary for proper land-
ings and takeoffs. He con-
tended that virtually no 
additional airplane noise 
would result from the relo-
cation. 

Axelrod noted that his 
group had instituted a 
"Good Neighbor Policy" in 
January, encouraging mem-
bers to voluntarily reduce 
aircraft noise. He said car 
noise would be unlikely to 
increase. 
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The head of the team 

which will initially evaluate 
the Wheeling Police Depart-
ment's request for national 
accreditation said this week 
the force had met all the 
standards necessary for that 
recognition. 

He stressed, however, 
that the final decision will 
not be his, but the Commis-
sion on Accreditation for 
Law Enforcement Services. 

"Our function is to report 
to the commission," said 
Deputy Chief Lacy King, of 
the Staunton, Va., police 
department. 

In his three years of 
helping assess accreditation 
requests, however, he said 
he has never witnessed the 
commission turn down a 
department that has met all 
the standards, which govern 
policies, procedures, man-
agement, operations and 
support services. 

Wheeling Deputy Police 
Chief Gary O'Rourke said 
Tuesday the department 
had met significantly more 
of the standards than 
required. 

The evaluation team, 
which visited the village for 
several days in late Septem-
ber and early October, is 
expected to make its deci-
sion in November, following 
a hearing in Minneapolis 
that Wheeling police repre-
sentatives will attend. 

After many long months 
of preparation, the 
Wheeling Police 
Department is waiting 
to hear word on its 
accreditation request. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 
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Wheeling village trustees have 
pledged financial support to a 
study that will research the rela-
tionship between the Northwest 
suburbs and Commonwealth Edi-
son. 

The Northwest Municipal Con-
ference has asked it members to 
contribute to a $150,000 study that 
will end in a model for franchise 
agreements between Common-
wealth Edison and local munici-
palities. The agreement would 
serve to improve ComEd's quality 
of service and ensure that com-
munities get the best financial 
deal possible from the utility com-
pany. 

The cost for the study will be di-
vided among all municipalities 
who wish to participate. Anderson 
said that he expects Wheeling's 
contribution to be about $4,400. 

Under Wheeling's power agree-
ment, which expires in 2009, Com-
monwealth Edison provides free 
electric service to village build-
ings in exchange for an exclusive 
right to provide electricity for its 
residents. 

"The free electricity is limited 
to municipal buildings," Village 
Manager Craig G. Anderson said. 

Anderson also said that although 
the village has not had problems 
with Commonwealth Edison's ser-
vice, he knows that surrounding 
communities, such as Arlington 
Heights, have. 

the village should participate in 
the study "in the spirit of intergo-
vernmental cooperation." 

"We should participate in the 
study so that we can find ways to 
make the service better," he said. 
"It could also help with renegotia- 
tion of our franchise agreement 
with Commonweath Edision." 

More than 17 communities, in-
cluding Barrington, Buffalo Grove, 
Elk Grove Village and Mount 
Prospect, have pledged support. 

Anderson said that the North-
west Municipal Conference be-
came interested in the study when 
it learned that the city of Chicago 
receives a percentage of the utility 
company's profits as part of its 
franchise agreement. 

ding_ pledges funds for ComEd study 
„.? But he said that he believes that 
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oun ' rospect fire pact on table 
Wheeling trustees will consider 

entering into a second cooperative 
agreement with a neighboring fire 
department when it meets Monday. 

Village officials are asking trus-
tees to approve an agreement with 
the Mount Prospect Fire Depart-
ment that is similar to the one it ap-
proved with Buffalo Grove in Aug-
ust. 

The mutual aid agreement would 
allow the fire departments to assist 
each other in fire calls near the bor- 

ders of the towns. It would go into 
effect as soon as both municipalities 
have approved the agreement. 

Under the agreement, calls in 
areas of Wheeling that are closer to 
Mount Prospect would be answered 
by Mount Prospect firefighters and 
Wheeling firefighters would answer 
some Mount Prospect calls. 

Back-up trucks would continue to 
assist each other on calls that one 
single department cannot handle 
alone. They would be immediately  

dispatched when requested. Now, 
firefighters respond to calls, assess 
the situation and then request back-
ups, which may cause delays. 

Wheeling Village Manager Craig 
G. Anderson said that the agreement 
represents the formalization of a 
handshake agreement that the two 
governments have had for more than 
10 years. 

Wheeling Fire Chief Keith S. Ma-
clssac has said that these agree-
ments will diminish the need for  

more fire stations because the vil-
lage will be able to use the services 
of neighboring communities 

The top meeting 
Who: The Wheeling Vil-
lage Board 

Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 E. Dundee Road 
When:8 p.m. Monday 

The Wheeling Plan Commission 
approved expansion plans for a 
Mexican restaurant Thursday. 

The owner of Taqueria Alamo in 
Center Plaza, on the northwest 
corner of Wolf and Dundee roads, 
wants to double the size of the res-
taurant, adding a sit-down eating 
area that would serve up to 21 peo-
ple. 

The restaurant, which opened in 
May, offers only carryout service 
of tacos, burritos and other Mexi-
can specialties. 

In recommending approval of 
the expansion to the commission, 
Village Planner Mark Janeck said 
that there has been no increase in 
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Wheeim.  g panel OK restaurant expansion 
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/0 /L)1''7) Signs look good 
in accreditation 

traffic problems since the restau-
rant opened. Some neighbors have 
complained about customers 
littering the area with food pack-
aging. 

Restaurant owner Oralia M. 
Lumbreraz said that customers 
have been eating the food in the 
lawn near the parking lot and pa-
pers have been blown away by the 
wind. She said that making inside 
seating available to her customers 
would eliminate the litter. 

Some commissioners were con-
cerned that increased business 
might cause a parking problem in 
the plaza. But Janeck said that the 
village required the owner of the 
plaza to put in 56 spaces when the 
plaza was built, and he installed 
75. Although the restaurant, with 

seating, would be required to pro-
vide additional parking spaces, 
there will still be some extra park-
ing available. 

Lumbreraz also pointed out that 
a large number of her customers 
walk over from the Wolf Run 
Apartments next door and do not 
need parking. 

If the village board approves the 
expansion, Lumbreraz will take 
over the vacant storefront next 
door, leaving one vacancy in the 
12-store plaza. 

The restaurant now serves food 
daily from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Al-
though Lumbreraz will stay open 
on Fridays and Saturdays until 10 
p.m. if she expands, she said that 
she did not expect the seating area 
to increase her business. 

Whee,ling levy would hike property taxes 
By BONNIEB‘.(,), -7  -7° were paying less in property tax At a rate of $1.16, a Wheeling 
Daily Herald Staff Writer and more in income tax. This time homeowner living in the average- 

they may end up paying more in priced house of $100,280 would 
Wheeling property owners can property tax and less in income pay about $278.42 in property tax- 

expect the portion of taxes they tax." es to the village. 
pay to the village to go up 24 per- Finance Director Robert W. Fi- The unknown future of the sur- 
cent next year if a proposed $6.2 alkowski said that the village charge is only one of the reasons 
million levy is passed in Novem- could abate part of the tax later in trustees are looking to a higher 
ber. the year if the income tax sur- levy. Fialkowski said that the vil- 

Trustees set the levy amount charge is extended. lage's general fund needs will in- 
Monday night after learning that "You can reduce taxes later," he crease significantly next year, due 
the village needed the additional said. "But you can't raise them. It partly to "natural growth in per- 
money because of the uncertain fu- is prudent to say that the sur- sonnel expenditures." 
ture of the state's income tax sur- charge is not going to be extended The general fund is used mainly 
charge. The village has received and plan for that." to pay for police and fire depart- 
$800,000 from the surcharge, set to If the levy is passed, the tax rate ment services, administrative ser- 
expire June 30,1991, this year. will go up to $1.16 per $100 of as- vices of the village board, finance 

"Last year we were able to re- sessed home value. But it will still and community development. 
duce the levy because of the sur- be lower than the 1988 rate of Taxpayers are invited to a pub- 
charge," said Village Manager $1.50. The levy rate is now 96 lic hearing on Nov. 19 at 8 p.m. to 
Craig G. Anderson. "So people cents per $100 assessed valuation. address the levy. 

"They'll know if they've 
got it when they come out 
of that meeting," King said 
of the Wheeling officials. 

He also spoke highly of 
the effort the Wheeling 
force made in seeking 
accreditation. 

"I found the cooperation 
of all members of the 
Wheeling Police Department 
to be outstanding," he said. 
"They allowed us access to 
anything we requested. 
They were knowledgeable of 
their policies and proce-
dures." 

Police Chief Michael 
Haeger called the attempt at 
earning accreditation "a dis-
play of teamwork made with 
sincerity in caring about the 
department and the commu-
nity." 

King said he was also 
impressed with the support 
from village officials. Village 
President Sheila Schultz, 
Village Manager Craig 
Anderson, Fire Chief Keith 
MacIsaac and Trustee Judy 
Abruscato, speaking as a 
representative of the Wheel-
ing Lioness Club, testified 
in favor of granting accredi-
tation at a public hearing at 
the village hall. 

Trustee James Whitting-
ton, the associate principal 
of Wheeling High School, 
also spoke on behalf of the 
department. 

"I and the other team 
members found Wheeling to 
be a very clean commu-
nity," King said. "That's an 
indicator of some good code 
enforcement." 

"We certainly feel we 
have provided the basis for 
them to vote favorably," 
said O'Rourke. 

The Wheeling force 
would be one of only 13 in 
the state to achieve that sta-
tus, according to Haeger. 
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Koeppen Farm nearing last harvest 
7,,,,o  

Greg Koeppen bags sweet corn at the Koeppen farm stand on Dundee Road. Sweet corn is the 
stand's most popular item, attracting customers from as far away as Hawaii. 

Daily Herald Photo/John Konstantaras 

When the Koeppen Farm vegeta-
ble stand closes for the season short-
ly after Halloween, it could mark the 
end of an era for the family that has 
farmed the land for more than 75 
years. 

The stand, at 327 W. Dundee Road, 
has opened every July since 1929 
with an array of mouth-watering 
summer vegetables — tomatoes, cu-
cumbers, green peppers and zucchini 
— that make summer a good-eating 
season for people all over the North-
west suburbs. 

But 15-year-old Greg Koeppen, 
proprieter of the vegetable stand for 
the last three years, said that sweet 
corn, one of the most difficult vege-
tables to grow, is the vegetable that 
keeps customers coming back. 

"You only get one or two ears per 
stalk, if you're lucky," Koeppen said. 
"Sometimes you don't get any." 

He said that people have packed 
up his sweet corn and shipped it to 
Minnesota, California and Hawaii. 
Local companies also buy dozens of 
ears for company picnics. 

"We have some regular customers 
from Wisconsin and a lot from Chi-
cago," he said. 

The farmstand and the field that 
supplies the vegetables are sand-
wiched between Wheeling Village 
Hall and Wickes Furniture on Dun-
dee Road. Across the street, traffic 
moves steadily in and out of the 
Wheeling Post Office. Bright-colored 
flags hung around the frame of the 
farmstand catch the eyes of passing 
motorists. 

"We really enjoy having the farm 
right next to village hall," Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz said.  

"You can look out the window and 
see the corn growing or walk over 
and get fresh vegetables. It is kind of 
a mark of distinction for the vil-
lage." 

Over the years, the Koeppen fami-
ly has warily eyed the development 
around them, knowing that sooner or 
later, they would be forced to move 
off the land they have called home 
for nearly a quarter of a century. 

The family's fears were realized 
last June when the Wheeling Park 
District purchased the last bit of the 

Continued from Page 1 

for the district's pre-school program, 
which now operate out of the Com-
munity Church at Chamber Park. 
The center would also house all park 
district administrative offices, now 
located at Chevy Chase Clubhouse on 
Milwaukee Avenue, north of Lake-
Cook Road. 

But officials are still uncertain as 
to when construction will begin and, 
in turn, when the Koeppen farm will 
be demolished. 

"We don't know yet how things 
will progress," park district Mana-
ger Karop Bavougin said. "The 
farmstand could be around next 
year, or it could not." 

Uncertainty is not new to the 
Koeppen family. Although they have 
farmed the land, which once 
stretched along Dundee Road from 
Wolf Road on the east to the railroad 
tracks just west of Wickes Furniture 
for 75 years, they have never owned 
it. 

Four generations of Koeppens  

farm from Wickes. 
Ultimately, the park district plans 

to demolish the stand and the house 
and barn behind it to build an out-
door aquatic area and a community 
recreational center. 

The park district purchased the 
land for $1 million. Officials say 
plans for the land include a pool and 
a community recreation center. But 
no plans will be finalized until after 
a park planner that will be hired by 
the district later this year makes 
recommendations for all of the dis- 

have watched the farm dwindle 
from 115 acres to the 18.5 acres 
bought by the park district. 

Koeppen's grandparents, Andrew 
and Erna Koeppen, are the last 
Koeppens to live in the farmhouse. 
Greg and his family live in Wheeling. 

"My grandpa was born in the bed-
room he sleeps in now," Koeppen 
said. 

When Andrew Koeppen took over 
farming the land from from his fa-
ther in the early 1950s, the farm was 
still a full-fledged operation, with 
chickens, cows and horses. But as the 
land was slowly sold off, farm oper-
ations were scaled back until only 
the vegetable stand remained. 

It seemed only natural for Greg to 
take over running the farmstand 
when he got old enough. He had been 
spending time at the stand since he 
was three years old. 

"Some of our regular customers 
have watched me grow up," he said. 
"They know me by name. I enjoy 
talking with them." 

Koeppen does not receive an hour- 

trict's property. 
The park district paid for the land 

by using $300,000 of a $570,000 loan 
taken out last year and financing the 
remaining $700,000 through a new 
four-year loan. Park officials esti-
mate they will pay $75,000 in inter-
est over four years. 

The recreation center would in-
clude a multi-purpose gymnasium, 
running track, meeting rooms for 
community groups and classrooms , 

See FARM on Page 3 

ly wage for selling vegetables. 
"I do it for fun," he said. "It is 

something to do during the summer. 
I'm probably not your typical 15-
year-old boy. I am a farmer and a 
suburbanite." 

Although Koeppen's farming days, 
at least on this farm, are soon to be 
over, his memories of the farmstand 
that he is very proud of will live on. 

"It is a real family business," he 
said. "Everything is grown here, 
picked here and sold here." 

Koeppen said he hopes his family 
will buy farm land elsewhere so that 
he can continue to farm. His family 
has known for years that their days 
along Dundee Road were numbered. 

"We knew it would be sold some-
time," he said. "Every year, we won-
der if it is our last. I don't think it 
has hit me yet. When it goes, I will 
be really upset." 

"But," he added, "I'm happy it 
was the park district that bought it. 
I'm happy that the land will be 
turned into a park and not more of-
fices." 

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 
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Dev lop en I director 
to join Rotary Club 

Trustees voted to spend $800 so 
that Community Development Di-
rector Michael Klitzke can join the 
Wheeling Rotary Club. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said that the Rotary has ex-
pressed an interest in having some-
one from the village join the group 
and that scheduling conflicts prevent 
him from attending the meetings. 

"Mike is the ideal person for this," 
Anderson said. "Rotary members 
are typically business people inter-
ested in the business and economic 
life of the village and Mike is the  

best person to answer those ques-
tions." 

Heritage Park bridge 
to be replaced 

Village officials agreed to split the 
$68,000 cost of replacing the Heri-
tage Park service bridge with the 
Wheeling Park District. 

The bridge, built in the early 
1900s, crosses the Wheeling Drain-
age Ditch behind the Heritage Park 
Recreation Center. It is used by 
pedestrians and by village and park 
district vehicles. 

Gale Construction of Lemont will 
install the new metal bridge in two 

parts in about two months. The com-
pany will tear down the existing 
structure after the new one is up and 
working. 

Fire department 
agreement formalized 

Wheeling trustees have authorizec 
the fire department to enter into a 
cooperative agreement with the 
Mount Prospect Fire Department. 

Under the agreement, the two de-
partments will assist each other with 
fire calls near the borders of the 
towns. Wheeling firefighters will 
cover the area of Mount Prospect 
that is bordered by Camp McDonald  

Road on the south, Old Willow Road 
on the north, Wolf Road on the east 
and Milwaukee Avenue on the east. 

In return, Mount Prospect fire-
fighters will respond to Wheeling 
calls in the area of the village that is 
bordered by Old Willow Road on the 
south, Palatine Road on the north, 
the Wisconsin Central Ry. tracks on 
the west and Milwaukee Avenue on 
the east. 

The agreement formalizes a 
handshake agreement that the two 
governments have had for more than 
10 years. 

Mount Prospect officials are ex-
pected to vote on the agreement next 
week. 



Tax bills could soar 20 percent 
Taxpayers, prepare to open those 
pocketbooks. Wheeling's 1990 levy could 
increase taxpayer bills by about 20 percent. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 0 9 0 
STAFF WRITER 
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Anticipc-ciing a rikely loss of state revenue, 

Wheeling officials are proposing a 1990 tax levy 
which could raise the average taxpayer's bill 
about 20 percent over last year's. 

There could, however, also be several tax 
abatements under the plan. 

Director of Finance Robert Fialkowski said 
Monday that while the levy had been reduced 
last year, thanks to a state income tax surcharge 
that brought additional monies to the village, 
"this year is quite a different story." 

Officials are proposing a $6.2 million 1990 
levy, an increase of $1.8 million from the $4.4 
million levy last year. Abatements could lower  

the 1990 levy to $5.5 million, though, according to 
staff documents. 

The final tax levy, with abatement, would be 
23.99 percent higher than last year's, Fialkowski 
said. 

Assuming a three percent increase in equal-
ized assessed valuation, the tax rate would rise to 
$1.16 per $1,000 of assessed valuation from about 
97 cents. 

"This is still substantially below the tax rates 
in the years prior to 1989," according to 
Fialkiowski. 

The temporary state tax surcharge is expected 
to expire on June 3 of next year. 

With the surcharge's renewal in jeopardy, 
Fialkoswki said the village should seek revenue 
to compensate for the potential loss through a 
higher tax levy. 

"If, in the spring, the village's portion of the 
tax (surcharge) is extended, we could review the 
levy to determine if an abatement would be pos-
sible," Fialkowski  wrote in a report to the village  

board. 
In addition, Fialkowski said Monday, expenses 

have increased significantly, and are expected to 
outpace the growth in revenues from the sales 
tax, village fees and other income sources. 

Personnel costs, particulary in the police 
department, have risen appreciably, and there 
has been a "general increase in the cost of busi-
ness," he noted. 

Fialkowski also recommended that the village 
abate some taxes levied to retire general obliga-
tion bonds, and pay debts. 

If the surcharge is extended, according to Fial-
kowski, the village should also consider eliminat-
ing a requirement that residents purchase vehicle 
stickers. 

A pubic hearing on the issue will be held Nov. 
19 at 8 p.m. in the Village Hall. 

Fialkowski added that the village's diversified 
tax base might help it during a widely predicted 
national economic downturn. "There's no one big 
generator which, if it goes away, (leaves us) in 
trouble," he said of Wheeling businesses. 

• 
Wheeling joins 
in power play 

Wheeling files suit over county sign ruling 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
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Wheeling has plugged 

into an effort to give sub-
urbs greater control over 
their electric service. 

The Village Board voted 
unanimously Monday to 
join in the Northwest 
Municipal Conference Fran-
chise Research Project, a 
wide-ranging venture which 
might ultimately result in a 
model ordinance governing 
how Commonwwealth Edi-
son supplies electric power 
to all its suburban custom-
ers. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said Wheeling 
would benefit by participa-
tion in the project even 
though the village's fran-
chise with Edison does not 
expire until 2009. The pro-
ject is expected to focus on 
the quality of electrical ser-
vice, the duration, provision 
and advantages of current 
franchise agreements with 
the power company, and the 
adaptability of those cove-
nants to technological 
changes. 

Anderson said a primary 
concern of the village is 
preserving its right to exer-
cise authority over right-of-
ways used by the utility  

( - 
under the franchise. 

Wheeling receives free 
electrical service in its 
municipal buildings in 
return for granting the com-
pany use of those right-of-
ways, Anderson said. Edison 
placed a value of $80,000 on 
that free service for 1988, he 
said. 

He added that Inverness 
was unable to satisfactorily 
renegotiate its franchise 
with the utility and is cur-
rently paying for electricity 
at its village hall. 

An NWMC report says 
the project will examine 
ways to renegotiate existing 
agreements, and "judge 
what alternative options 
might be available," includ-
ing shorter contract lengths. 

The 50 year length of 
most Edison franchises "not 
only fails to recognize the 
complexity of the issues 
involved, but it gives away 
the rights of future (village) 
boards to seek a more favor-
able or equitable situation," 
the report says. 

Wheeling's participation 
in the project will be offered 
"in the spirit of intergovern-
mental cooperation," rather 
than as a reaction to the 
quality of Edison service in 
the village, Anderson said. 

olBeIBCICH 
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The Wheeling village board has 
filed a lawsuit against the Cook 
County Zoning Board of Appeals in 
an effort to prevent another bill-
board from going up along Dundee 
Road. 

The suit claims the zoning board 
did not follow its own rules in 
granting the request of Royal Out-
door Advertising Company of Chi-
cago to put up a sign that is slight-
ly larger than county regulations 
permit. Royal Outdoor Advertising 
wants to put the sign up just north 
of Dundee Road on property 
owned by the Wisconsin Central 
Railroad. Even though the land is 
surrounded by Wheeling it is in un- 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
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The firm that as pro-

posed a multi-featured bowl-
ing facility in Wheeling is 
buying time to work out the 
details of purchasing the nec-
essary property, company 
officials said this week. 

Leisery Inc. plans to build 
a 38,065 square foot center 
including a billiard room, 
liquor bar, kitchen, pro shop 
and multipurpose rooms at 
412 N. Milwaukee Ave. It 
would be a potential host for 
professional bowling tour 
matches and national tourna-
ments. 

The Village Board 
intended to consider the plan 
last week, but postponed 
action at the request of Leis-
erv, a Brunswick Corporation 
company. 

"We just need the legal  

incorporated Cook County. 
The railroad's property, approx-

imately 100 feet on either side of 
the tracks, has never been annexed 
into the village. 

"Only this portion, north of Dun-
dee Road, is unannexed," said 
James Lucansky, attorney for the 
village. "It ends up with the vil-
lage not being able to affect what 
goes on there." 

Village officials have several 
concerns about locating a bill-
board in that spot, including the 
fact another billboard is already in 
place less than 2,000 feet from 
where Royal wants to place their 
sign. 

The county zoning board gave 
Royal permission to increase the 
width of their sign to 36 feet, from 

people to fine tune the con-
tract" with the owners of the 
site, said Hank Harris, Leis-
erv's vice-president of service 
operations. "We're still in 
negotiations and we need to 
iron out some things." 

Harris said the delay did 
not mean the project was in 
jeopardy. 

"We haven't stopped work-
ing on it," he said. "We're all 
set on the design." 

But Harris said Leisery 
and the village still needed to 
discuss some elements of the 
plan, such as hours of opera-
tion. Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said the village 
might ask the billiard room 
to close by midnight. 

"I don't know that that's a 
big issue," though, he said. 

Anderson said Leisery 
could have the entire ques-
tion put back on the agenda 
whenever they are ready.  

35 feet. This will increase the 
sign's size to 756 square feet from 
627 square feet. 

Lucansky said Royal needed to 
prove its compliance with eight 
different standards set by Cook 
County in order for normal regula-
tions to be waived. These stand-
ards included proving that increas-
ing the size of the sign would not 
adversely affect the property's 
value or create a problem for 
neighboring property owners. 

"Facts supporting these findings 
must be introduced," he said. "The 
board said that they complied but 
they didn't say how, shortcutting 
the regular process." 

Cook County officials were una-
ware Tuesday the lawsuit had 
been filed and would not comment.. 

Bowling alley delay 
76,40 

• 
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Shawn Aberman, an 8th grader at Holmes Jr. High, posts a 
sign on Dundee Road for Red Ribbon week, commemorating 
the murder of a federal drug agent in Mexico. 

Mutual aid pact 
brings fire help 

Alderman seeks 
FAA plan review 

After recently approv-
ing a mutual aid pact 
with one neighbor, the 
Wheeling Fire depart-
ment has signed 
another with Mount 
Prospect and is con-
sidering Northbrook. 

/ -_6?-70 
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A mutual assistance 

agreement which has been 
adopted by Wheeling and 
Mount Prospect will expand 
the area within the village 
in which Mount Prospect 
firefighters will come to the 
aid of their Wheeling col-
leagues. 

The pact formalizes an 
arrangement that has actu-
ally been in effect for over a 
decade, and expands the 
territory covered, according 
to Wheeling Fire Chief 
Keith MacIsaac. 

Under the pact, approved 
unanimously by the Wheel-
ing Village Board earlier 
this month and by Mount 
Prospect last week, the 
Wheeling department could 
ask the Mount Prospect 
department for help answer-
ing calls in an area bounded 
by Old Willow Road on the 
south, Palatine Road on the  

north, the Wisconsin Cen-
tral Railroad tracks on the 
west, and Milwaukee Ave-
nue and River Road on the 
east. 

Business areas south of 
Palatine Road and between 
Wolf Road and the railroad 
tracks were not part of the 
previous "handshake" 
agreement between the vil-
lages, MacIsaac explained. 

For its part, Wheeling 
would respond if asked to 
calls in Mount Prospect 
bounded by Camp McDon-
ald Road on the south, Old 
Willow Road on the north, 
Wolf Road on the west, and 
Milwaukee Avenue and 
River Road on the east. 

The two departments will 
train with each other four 
times each year. 

Either community could 
terminate the assistance 
arrangement 60 days after 
notifying the other in writ-
ing of its intention to do so. 

A similar, formal pact 
with Buffalo Grove has been 
in effect for about a month. 

MacIsaac also said 
Wheeling is considering 
entering into a mutual aid 
agreement with Northbrook, 
"contingent upon their 
building an additional (fire 
department) building so 
that it's not just helping 
them." 

911 fee 
prompts 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 
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Illinois Bell's telephones 

have been ringing a little 
more frequently recently, as 
Wheeling residents call to 
ask why they've been pay- 
ing 75 cents a month since 
March for an enhanced 911 
emergency system that has 
yet to be implemented. 

"Collecting money in 
advance is necessary to pur-
chase and install the special 
equipment needed," 
explained Peggy Bremner, 
community relations man-
ager for the company. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson added that accu-
mulating a data base for the 
system is necessary, and 
has contributed to a "sub-
stantial cost." The system is 
expected to be operational 
by July of next year. 

Bremner said her com-
pany had received "many" 
inquiries on the issue. She 
said equipping the network, 
installing circuits and devel-
oping a master street 
address guide are all time 
consuming operations. 

The latter task, in partic-
ular, is " most critical," she 
said. "Maps, election guides, 
tax records and census files 
are used to build the master 
guide." 

Street and address data 
from municipalities, the 
telephone company and the 
post office must be com-
pared for accuracy and dif-
ferences investigated and 
resolved, she said. 

(Continued on page 13) 

"In a state like Illinois, 
which contains more than 
2,500 emergency service 
agencies, including 750 
police departments, 1,300 
fire departments and 600 
ambulance services, coordi-
nation is a major undertak-
ing," she said. 

Illinois Bell has evidently 
been hit with the brunt of 
questions about the 911 
fees. According to Ander-
son, no more than two peo-
ple have complained to the 
village about the monthly 
charge. 

Anderson said he feels 
most residents are not upset 
about the charge. He noted 
that voters approved the 
installation of the system, 
with its monthly charge, by 
nearly a three to one mar-
gin in an April 1989 referen-
dum. 

"Rather than raising 
property taxes, or some-
thing of that nature, which 
theoretically we could do, 
we felt the way to do it was 
through the surcharge," he 
explained. 

That surcharge will ulti-
mately buy a technology 
which will allow the police 
department to determine 
the name, address and tele-
phone number of anyone 
placing emergency calls. 

"This allows the dis-
patcher to locate the caller 
if the caller cannot talk or 
hangs up before giving the 
address," Bremner 
explained. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
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Prospect Heights Alder-

man Warren Sunde has asked 
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to determine 
whether a controversial Pal-
waukee Municipal Airport 
expansion plan would create 
environmental and safety 
problems. 

In a letter to the agency 
obtained by Pioneer Press, 
Sunde said the expansion 

AIRPORT 

plan would cause planes to 
fly closer to the Foxboro 
Apartments and Holmes Jun-
ior High School in Wheeling. 

"This cannot be tolerated," 
Sunde, a longtime opponent 
of the proposal, said Tuesday. 
"The loss of even one valu-
able life is more important 
than money saved by disre-
garding other, safer plans." 

The proposal would also 
attract more planes to Pal-
waukee, thereby increasing 
the frequency of flights and 
the level of airport noise in  

the area, according to Sunde. 
Moreover, he maintained, 

because a proposed hangar 
for corporate aircraft would 
accommodate jets, rather 
than propeller planes, "the 
whole character of this air-
port will be changed. 

"I ask that this project be 
delayed until the entire envi-
ronmental impact of 
increased flight operations, 
and change of propeller to jet 
mix ... (is) examined and 
assessed," Sunde said. "In 
the meantime, I would 
request a closer examination 
of safer and less noisy alter-
natives." 

Those might include either 
a reduction in runway length 
or an alternative runway 
reconfiguration listed in an 
environmental impact study, 
according to Sunde. 

FAA spokeswoman Jerri 
Horst, meanwhile, said her 
agency had not received 
Sunde's letter. She said it 
might have been forwarded 
to an airport consultant, who 
was expected to ultimately 
send it and other pertinent 
material to the FAA for 

(Continued on page 13) 

Sunde has opposed one 
alternative runway align-
ment, proposed by former 
pilot Lowell Stolerow, on the 
grounds that it would send 
more planes over Mount 
Prospect. 

Under Stolerow's plan, a 
runway would be installed on 
a line running roughly 
between the intersection of 
Wolf and Palatine roads, and 
Milwaukee Avenue and Hintz 
Road. The new runway would 
replace one extending 
between the intersections of 
Hintz and Wolf roads, and 
Milwaukee Avenue and Pala-
tine Road. 

Stolerow contends his plan 
would save between $40 mil-
lion and $60 million by elimi-
nating the need for several 
expansion measures the air-
port hopes to implement, 
including the realignment of 
the intersections of Hintz and 
Wolf roads, building of two 
bridges over a portion of a 
drainage ditch, removal of 
trees north of Hintz near the 
Plum Creek apartment com-
plex, and purchase of air 
rights from Plum Creek. 
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ident of the firefighters union. they said in those meetings now." 
Daily Herald Staff Writer "But if they have any new ideas, Firefighters have been working 

we will consider them." without a contract since 1986, 
Last-ditch efforts by the village The village, however, will wait when they sought to include lieu- 

of Wheeling and its firefighters to and present its case to the arbitra- tenants in their union. 
reach a contract agreement have tor. Wheeling refused to negotiate 
failed, leaving both sides to pre- "Nothing is beyond the realm of with the lieutenants, but the Illi- 
pare for their first meeting Mon- possibility," Village Manager nois Supreme Court decided in the 
day with an arbitrator. Craig G. Anderson said. "But as firefighters' favor last April. 

Although the two sides agreed in far as I am concerned, we are Both sides are preparing final 
August to enter into arbitration, going to arbitration. If nothing proposals to be submitted to arbi- 
they have continued to negotiate else, time is running short." trator Lamont Stallworth. Stall- 
on the more than 24 unresolved is- Anderson said that most of the worth is a professor of industrial 
sues still facing them in hopes of talks conducted over the past sev- relations at Loyola University and 
avoiding the measure. eral weeks have been "off the has settled contract disputes for 15 

But final proposals by both sides record," meaning that neither par- years. 
have been unsuccessful, and the ty can be held to what they have He will choose the village's or 
one thing they seem to agree on is offered. the firefighters' final offer on any 
that time has run out. "If an agreement had been economic issue, but he may fash- 

"We haven't got time for a lot of reached, great," he said. "But nei- ion his own awards on any issue 
discussion," said Bart Burns, pres- ther party is obligated to what unrelated to money. 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

`Miraculous' turn gives firefighters new pact 
''o 

Fire Chief Keith Maclssac said. "It sacs and Burns began shortly after 
looked really bleak, but by late both sides agreed in late July to 
Friday, we had an agreement. It enter into arbitration. They 

A "miraculous" turn around in happened really quickly." brought their attorneys back into 
contract talks between the village Village Manager Craig G. An- the discussions and by early Octo- 
of Wheeling and its firefighters derson said that Maclssacs and ber, agreement had been reached 
has resulted in a tentative contract Bart Burns, president of the fire- on 19 items. 
— a feat both sides considered fighters union, were willing to sit 
next to impossible only a few days down with Village Attorney James 
ago. A. Rhodes one more time late Fri-

The agreement, which is expect- day. It was then that an agreement 
ed to be ratified by firefighters was finally reached. The two sides 
Friday and village trustees on were scheduled to meet with a fed- 
Monday, brings to an end discus- eral arbitrator Monday. 
sions on all but one of the more "I was surprised myself that it 
than 30 issues that the two groups worked out," Anderson said. "I 
have debated for about five years. was sure that we were going to ar- 

"If you would have asked me bitration, but instead we have an But Burns said that the fire- 
last Friday morning if there was agreement that both sides are will- fighters believe that shift changes 
light at the end of the tunnel, I ing to live with." should be negotiated from the be- 
would have said no," Wheeling Informal talks between Macls- ginning. 

Wheeling fire pact talks go to arbitrator 
/0  e)  
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The one unresolved issue re- 
volves around control over chang- 
ing work hours. Maclssac said that 
the village wants to be able to 
change shifts and then negotiate 
with the firefighters about the ef- 
fects the change would have on 
topics such as holiday and vaca- 
tion pay. 

Drop-off sites 
■ Oil Continued from page 8 Several area service stations are 

volunteering to be collection sites for 
do-it-youselfers to drop off the oil 
they have drained from their cars. Up 
to 5 gallons of oil, in capped contain-
ers, will be accepted. Improper dis-
posal damages the environment 
because of the release of petroleum 
hydrocarbons. 

Felicia McGurren / Pioneer Press 

Local stations 
to recycle oil 

it as doing their part," he 
said. 

Oil brought in by do-it-
yourself oil changers is col-
lected, then shipped to Amo-
co's refinery in Whiting, Ind., 
where it is used to fuel the 
plant's furnaces. But Amoco 
officials are hoping to soon 
be able to recycle the oil into 
other fuel products. 

"Researchers are working 
feverishly to see if it can be 
reprocessed into other petro-
leum products," Miller said. 

In Wheeling, up to five 
gallons of oil at a time may 
be taken, in capped contain-
ers, to Dundee-Wolf Amoco, 
and Gene's Standard, at Elm-
hurst and Hintz roads. 

Doing his part is actually 
costing Bob Boho, owner of 
Dundee-Wolf Amoco. Because 
much of the old oil left with 
him is contaminated, he 
must have it hauled away at 
his own expense, Boho said 
Friday. 

Boho, actually, had been 
oil into useful recycling oil at the station 
stemming the before the Amoco program's 

improper dumping of motor inception. "My reason then 
oil into the environment. was the same as it is now," 

Two stations in Wheeling, he explained. "If I don't 
two in Schaumburg and one accept it, who is going to? 
in Wauconda have joined in "It's an inconvenience, but 
the voluntary program, Miller everybody's got to do the 
said. best he can to protect the 

"It's going to mean extra environment." 
work for them, but they see (Continued on page 24) 
— — 

Home oil change 
About two-thirds of the 600 

million gallons of motor oil 
drained from crankcases each 
year in the United States is 
drained by amateur "do-it-
yourselfers," according to 
Miller. Almost 240 million 
gallons is improperly 
dumped, sometimes into 
landfills. 

"They throw it in gallon 
jugs and hope it gets picked 
up," he said. Such improper 
disposal damages the envi-
ronment because of petro-
leum hydrocarbons. 

Consequently, the village 
of Wheeling has come out in 
support of the program 
wholeheartedly. 

"Motor oil is a pollutant," 
Village Manager Craig Ander-
son stressed last week. "We 
don't want it in either the 
storm sewers or the sanitary 
sewers. It's a health hazard. 

"It's good a company has 
taken it upon itself to make 
sites available" for oil dis-
posal, he said. 

Village President Sheila 
Schultz agreed. "It will prob-
ably prevent some oil from 
being dumped down sewers," 
she told village trustees 
recently. 

Schultz added that over 
the past several years, many 
residents had asked the vil-
lage where they could appro- 

priately dispose of motor oil. 
But because of a scarcity 

of such locations, "we didn't 
have much information to 
give them," Anderson said. 

Evolving program 
Miller said Amoco's effort 

has nothing to do with the 
negative publicity oil compa-
nies have received of late 
because of the current rise in 
fuel prices. 

"This program started in 
April in central Illinois and 
clearly preceded all that," he 
said. "It has not just come to 
our recognition that environ-
mental issues are important." 

"It's been evolving. We've 
been aware of the need to be 
concerned," he added. 

Miller also stressed that 
his company expects to real-
ize no financial gain from the 
venture. About 2,500 gallons 
of oil have been collected so 
far in the area. "If it were on 
a profit and loss basis, Amoco 
would not be in this," he 
said. 

"It's the right thing to do. 
Americans have no idea of 
the impact improper dump-
ing creates." 

Amoco is also offering the 
recycling service in St. Louis, 
southern Illinois and Lake 
County, Indiana, and may 
expand it. "Consumer reac-
tion has been extremely posi-
tive, " Miller said. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
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Dumping used engine oil 
down sewers or into the 
ground is far from slick, offi-
cials from Wheeling and The 
Amoco Corporation agree. 

Several northwest subur-
ban Amoco stations have 
decided to join a program to 
recycle used engine oil, as 
the Middle East crises contin-
ues to drive up fuel prices 
and turn the country's atten-
tion to its own fuel resources. 

According to Amoco Area 
Advisor Howard Miller, 160 of 
the corporation's full-service 
facilities in 
the greater 
Chicago met-
ropolitan area 
began collect-
ing motor oil 
from resi- 
dents last 
month, with 
the combined 
goal of turn-
ing the used 
products and 
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A citizens group seeking to block 

a regional garbage transfer station 
proposed near Des Plaines will try 
to persuade state officials today to 
lobby against the project. 

The group, calling itself River 
First, has called a public meeting 
for Tuesday to discuss the station 
in hopes of showing county board 
members the extent of resident op-
position to the project. 

The meeting is scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. at the headquarters of 
the Des Plaines chapter of the 
Izaak Walton League, 1841 River 
Road. 

"If they don't want to hold a 
public hearing, we'll hold a public 
hearing, and hopefully it will get 
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Drill to 

back to them," said River First 
President Thomas Remsing, of un-
incorporated Wheeling Township. 

River First has been in the fore-
front of furious opposition to a 
proposal by the Solid Waste Agen-
cy of Northern Cook County to 
build the $9 million station on 49 
acres northeast of River and Cen-
tral roads in unincorporated 
Wheeling Township. SWANCC rep-
resents 26 north and northwest 
suburbs, including Des Plaines. 

Garbage from 13 communities 
would be compacted and baled at 
the station, which is considered 
critical to SWANCC's plan to build 
a controversial balefull in unincor-
porated Hanover Township. 

Cook County board members 
will consider the waste agency's 
request for zoning Nov. lg. 

Opponents of the project, includ-
ing the city of Des Plaines, have 
sought to persuade county com-
missioners either to deny that re-
quest or require another public 
hearing on the project. They argue 
the project would aggravate the 
area's flooding problems. 

Fearing such efforts will fail, 
members of River First, composed 
of residents of Des Plaines, Mount 
Prospect and unincorporated 
Wheeling Township, hope to enlist 
the support of Gregory W. Baise, 
candidate for state treasurer, and 
state Rep. Penny Pullen. 

SWANCC Executive Director 
William F. Abolt said the waste 
agency is willing to address resi-
dents' concerns. "Maybe this fo-
rum will give us an opportunity to 
do that; I don't know." 

burn cottages 
By WAYNE TRYHUK I 1 
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The Wheeling Fire Department and offi-
cials at the Addolorata Villa Home for Aged 
Men and Women have a hot idea for dispos-
ing of four cottages at the facility: setting 
them ablaze. 

An earlier proposal to donate one cottage 
to the Wheeling Historical Society went up 
in smoke two weeks ago after the Wheeling 
Park District, with which the society is affil-
iated, determined that it lacked the time 
and money necessary to move the structure 
to Chamber Park, 251 N. Wolf Road. 

The wooden cottages, most built in 1910 
as part of the Childerley Home for Widows 
and Orphans, will be burned as part of a 
training exercise for firefighters, according 
to Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac and Sister Pat 
Ferguson, administrative assistant at the 
Villa. 

All eight one-story structures have to be 
destroyed to make room for new apart-
ments, and, possibly, new cottages at the 
Villa, 555 McHenry Road. 

MacIsaac said he cannot disclose when 
the drill will take place because part of the 
training exercise will involve testing fire-
fighters' preparedness. 

Sister Ferguson, however, emphasized 
that the procedure won't create an actual 
conflagration. 

"It's not going to be a fire everyone's 
going to be standing on McHenry Road 

looking at," she said. "Ninety percent of 
people won't know anyone is in there." 

The historical society wanted one of the 
cottages to add to a "historical village" 
planned for Chamber Park, the present site 
of the Wheeling Historical Museum, Sicks 
Carriage House, and original Community 
Presbyterian Church. 

But moving the cottages would have 
involved paying telephone, electric and 
cable companies to modify their wiring to 
allow the cottage to be transported under-
neath at certain locations, society spokes-
man Robert McIntyre said. The operation 
could have cost up to $90,000. 

Officials at the villa, operated by the Ser-
vite Sisters, ultimately withdrew their dona-
tion offer, according to park district director 
Karop Bavougian. 

The historic society is still searching for 
a "suitable house from early Wheeling to 
round out the historical village," according 
to McIntyre. 

He said the group has its eye on several 
structures that could potentially fulfill that 
function. 

One is the Schneider House on north 
Milwaukee Avenue, built by Reinhold 
Schneider, Wheeling's first village clerk, 
McIntyre said. Another is the Kuffer House 
on south Milwaukee Avenue, where Birk's 
Supreme Beer was once bottled, and sold to 
local restaurants. Also possibilities are the 
Pieper House and Arnold House on south 
Milwaukee. 

Transfer station foes to meet with officials Fire talks reach 
tentative accord 
It has been a long time 
coming, but Wheeling 
firefighters have 
reached a tentative 
agreement with the 
village. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
STAFF WRITER 

The village and the union 
representing its firefighters 
have reached a tentative 
agreement on a contract 
after almost four years of 
sporadic negotiations. 

The pact still leaves 
unresolved the manner in 
which work hours will be 
set, an issue both sides con-
sider extremely important. 

That question could be 
decided by an arbitrator if a 
compromise can't be 
reached by Nov. 28, accord-
ing to Bart Burns, President 
of the Wheeling Fire-
fighters' Association, and 
Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac. 

The entire contract pack-
age, in fact, had been sched-
uled for arbitration Monday, 
but those sessions were can-
celed when the tentative 
arrangement was reached. 

The agreement must still 
be ratified by the member- 
ship of the union and the 
village board before it 
becomes officials. Neither 
Burns nor MacIsaac would 
comment at length on its 
specific provisions. 

Vacation days 
Burns did say, however, 

that the pact covered 
approximately 30 issues, 
including grievance proce-
dures and the scheduling of 
vacation days and holidays. 

In addition, it would 
require that layoffs affect 
personnel "primarily by 
seniority and rank," he said. 

He said the agreement 
provides that binding arbi-
tration be used to resolve 
certain labor issues, a 
requirement that had not 
specifically been in force 
during contract talks. The 
village would have to nego-
tiate any changes that 
impact working conditions. 

For example, he said, if 
the department chose to 

implement a physical fit-
ness requirement, the union 
would have the right to bar-
gain over what the stan-
dards would be. 

Burns said MacIsaac's 
intervention in the negotia-
tions as a negotiator and 
mediator was crucial to 
reaching the tentative 
arrangement. 

"I really attribute the 
almost miraculous turn-
around to Cheif MacIsaac," 
he said. "There was a lack 
of understanding on both 
sides" prior to that, he said. 

MacIsaac minimized his 
importance in the proceed-
ings. 

Board review 
"I don't view my pres-

ence as a turning point so 
much as my being able to 
get the appropriate parties 
in the same place and at the 
same time and discuss the 
issues," he said. 

"Basically, I didn't accept 
the status quo," he added. 
Maclssac became chief after 
the negotiations had begun. 
"I came in with an open 
mind, not historical prac-
tices and all the little per-
sonalities that are involved. 

"It's an agreement both 
sides can live with," he said 
of the pact, which was 
expected to be voted on by 
the union membership Fri-
day. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said the contract, 
which would cover 38 fire-
fighters, firefighter-para-
medics, lieutenants and 
lieutenant-paramedics, 
would probably be reviewed 
by the Village Board Mon-
day if the firefighters 
approve it. 

Burns, meanwhile, said 
the work hours issue "boils 
down to legal and philo-
sophical differences." The 
village, according to Burns, 
"wants the right to change 
hours without bargaining." 

MacIsaac characterized it 
somewhat differently. He 
said the union insisted on a 
guarantee that firefighters 
would continue to work 
under the present shift sys-
tem, which gives them 24 
hours on duty, and 48 hours 
off. 

STAFF WRITER 
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Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port Manager Fred Stewart 
Jr. said Tuesday he is 
pleased with the progress to 
date on the facility's expan- 
sion program. 

"We'd like to do better," 
Steward added. "But we've 
done better than we could 
realistically be expected to 
do." 

That has included purchas- 
ing, or beginning condemna-
tion proceedings against, all 
but one of the properties the 
airport determined several  

port Commission, the Wheel-
ing Village Board and the 
Prospect Heights City Coun-
cil held at the Ramada Inn in 
Northbrook. 

In general, the assessment 
would determine the environ-
mental impact of a proposed 
redesign of the intersection 
of Hintz and Wolf roads, 
which airport officials say 
will enhance runway safety. 

"We're not real land hun-
gry," Stewart said. "Any air-
port would like to have a 
great deal of land. 

"But we know we have  

limits placed upon us by the 
surrounding communities. 
We're not going to move into 
residential areas of Wheel-
ing ... or jump over Palatine 
Road." 

Palatine Road forms one 
of the geographical borders 
of the facility, along with Mil-
waukee Avenue, and Hintz 
and Wolf roads. Stewart also 
noted that condemnation pro-
ceedings can be lengthy, with 
attorneys for property owners 
typically asking for delays. 

"Tactically, they ask the 
judge for extensions," he 
explained. "Because his case 
load is so horrendous, he 
always allows it. This goes on 

r 
for two or three years." 

Stewart appeared to partly 
sympathize with owners of 
property the facility seeks to 
acquire. 

"If everyone accepted our 
first proposal, and said, 'We'll 
sell,' we'd meet our sched-
ule," he said. "But we can't 
realistically expect them to 
do that." 

On another issue, Stewart 
said the airport planned to 
demolish 31 hangars, which 
he termed "eyesores," and 
hoped to paint 39 which will 
remain standing for at least 
five years. The latter would 
ultimately be replaced with 
new hangars. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK /	
years 

ago it would need to Monday, at a joint meeting of --70 
grow geographic, according to the Palwaukee Municipal Air-
Stewart. 

The airport has not been 
able to make purchase offers 
for land it later deemed nec-
essary for expansion, how-
ever, according to Stewart. 
That's because being granted 
Federal Airport Improvement 
Program funding is contin- 
gent upon governmental 
acceptance of an environ- 
mental assessment of the 
purchase's impact. 

"We are negotiating with 
the state on what the scope 
of the environmental assess-
ment will be," Stewart said 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling village trustees have 
asked village staff to look into 
granting a two-year liquor license 
extension to Hein's Pub, 141 S. 
Milwaukee Ave. 

The license, permitting restau-
rant and bar use, was set to expire 
Dec. 14. 

Although village staff had 
agreed to permit packaged liquor 
sales to continue, shopping center 
owner Howard Kagay said a pack-
aged liquor business would not sur-
vive in that location. 

Craig Anderson, village mana-
ger, recommended to trustees that 
they let the liquor license and a 
special use permit expire forcing 

the restaurant to close its doors 
because the restaurant, and the 
shopping center it is in, are not in 
compliance with village require-
ments for parking spaces. 

But Kagay, owner of the shop-
ping center at 141-149 S. 
Milwaukee Ave., said that he 
would go bankrupt if the restau-
rant closed and asked trustees to 
consider the extension so that he 
could attempt to purchase the 
property directly north of the 
shopping center for additional 
parking. 

Kagay said that he has been 
trying to lease the restaurant 
space for the past year and has 
had no takers. 
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now with the chance that some-
thing might happen in between, I 
am willing to take the chance," 
Trustee James Whittington said. 

The property is being studied by 
the Illinois Department of Trans-
portation for the widening of 
Milwaukee Avenue, Kagay said, 
making it difficult to rent. 

"I can't sit down with a tenant 
now and tell him what is going to 
happen," Kagay said. "I need help 
until IDOT's plans are finalized. 

"It is to the benefit of the village 
to help investors and developers 
because it helps the town," he add-
ed. "Sometimes you need to give a 
developer a break." 

Village staff will bring finalized 
documents to the Nov. 19 village 
baord meeting for a vote. 

Wheeling mulls extending liquor license 
cio 

Wheeling, firefighters 
approve 3-year pact 
BY BONNIE BOOTH ratified the contract," Bart Burns, 
Daily Herald Staff Writer president of the firefighters union, 

said. 
The contract will become effec-

tive Thursday and run through April 
30, 1993. It brings to an end discus-
sion on all but one of the more than 
30 issues that have separated the 
two groups, almost sending them to 
an arbitrator last week. 

Burns said that Fire Chief Keith 
Maclssac was instrumental in nego-
tiating the agreement. 

"I want to give him credit," Burns 
said. "He really helped both sides to 
see the other sides' position more 
clearly." 

The one unresolved issue revolves 
around control over changing work 
hours. Maclssac said that the village 
wants to be able to change work 
schedules and then negotiate with 
the firefighters about the effects the 
changes would have on benefits such 
as holiday and vacation pay. 

Burns said that firefighters be-
lieve shift changes should be negoti-
ated from the beginning. 

Both sides will continue to negoti-
ate on the issue and have agreed to 
see an arbitrator in late November if 
an agreement cannot be reached. 

Wheeling trustees have unani-
mously ratified an agreement with 
village firefighters, bringing four 
years of contract talks to an end. 

The agreement includes new pro-
visions for holiday pay, a retroactive 
wage package and a clause that en-
ables the village to keep most of its 
management rights. The package 
also brings health insurance cover-
age for firefighters up to par with 
other village employees. Fire-
fighters have been paying a portion 
of their standard health insurance, 
but under the agreement, the full tab 
will be paid by the village. Any vil-
lage employee wishing to join a 
health maintenance organization 
must pay a portion of the costs. 

"In terms of significance for the 
village, the preservation of the man-
agement rights clause was probably 
most important," Craig G. Anderson, 
village manager, said. "We still have 
an opportunity to provide guidance 
and direction." 

The agreement was ratified by the 
firefighters union Friday. 

"A majority of the membership 

Schultz: Single district's 
OK tops failed board bid 

/ 

Sheila H. Schultz 

Because of that, it was difficult 
for candidates to focus on specific is-
sues, she said. 

"There were no real forums," she 
said. "The exposure is just not 
there." 

Schultz, who has won three elec-
tions for Wheeling Village President 
and one for village trustee, said she 
ran to improve the county board's 
accountability, comprehensive plan-
ning and its accessibily to the public. 

Schultz said she has not decided if 
she will run for the office again. 

"My political future is my politi-
cal present," Schultz said, noting 
that she is content to hold her offices 
as Wheeling village president, presi-
dent of the Northeastern Illinois 
Planning Commission and vice pres-
ident of the Illinois Municipal 
League among other positions. 

"There's certainly enough to do," 
she said. 

t -e - 0 
people attended. 

"The turnout was unlY. 
lievable," Kobishop said of 
the event. "We're looking at 
ways to do it next year, 
maybe with a larger facility." 

Kobishop also credited the 
annual Halloween parade in 
the Shadow Bend subdivision 
on Milwaukee Avenue, where 
candy was distributed the 

rA 
Presid • t proc aims 
education week 

Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schult has proclaimed 
Nov. 11-17 National Education 
Week in the village. 

In presenting the certificate to 
Trustee James Whittington, asso-
ciate principal at Wheeling High 
School, Shultz urged citizens to 
visit their schools, most of which 
will hold open house festivities in 
celebration of the week. 

"So many of us don't have chil-
dren in the school system any-
more," she said. "This is the per-
fect opportunity for us to visit the 
schools." 

Restaurant gets 
OK for seating 

Trustees approved plans for a 
Mexican restaurant, Taqueria 
Alamo, to add a seating section to 
its take-out service. 

The restaurant, in Center Plaza 
on the northwest corner of Wolf 
and Dundee Roads, will add seat-
ing for up to 21 people. Village 
officials are hoping that custom-
ers, who have been forced to eat 
outside in the past, will take ad-
vantage of the seating. Some 
neighbors have complained abou' 
customers littering the area witl 
food packaging. 

More vacation 
added to perks 

Trustees voted to change the 

Village to sue 
state revenue office 

The village will join with 27 
other municipalities in a lawsuit 
against the director of the Illinois 
Department of Revenue. 

The suit challenges the right of 
the department to ignore the 
tate's funding formula and dis-

tribute less sales tax to munici-
palities than required by state 
law. 

Robert Fialkowski, village 
finance manager, estimated that 
Wheeling lost more than $47,000 
in the most recent sales tax allo-
cation because of the way the dis-
tribution is figured. 

Wheeling will kick in no more 
than $5,000 to participate in the 
suit. Other municipalities who 
have joined the action include 
Elmhurst, Niles, Oak Park and 
Elgin. 

BY BETH WILSON 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Confronted by her first political 
defeat in five elections, Wheeling 
Village President Shelia Schultz said 
Wednesday she is disappointed to 
lose the race for Cook County Board, 
but views the passage of a single-dis-
trict referendum as a more import-
ant victory. 

"It (the referendum) has more im-
pact on improving county govern-
ment than any single race," said 
Schultz. 

Unofficial vote totals show Schultz 
placed 10th, with 239,238 votes, in 
the race for seven suburban spots on 
the county board. She trailed Repub-
lican winner Allan C. Carr, who fin-
ished 7th, by about 20,000 votes. 

The referendum's passage will al-
low voters to elect board members 
by district and effectively abolishes 
the at-large voting system. While 
suburban Republican board mem-
bers were against the switch, 
Schultz, a Democrat, said the change 
will cause candidates to become 
more accountable for their actions. 
It may force county board hopefuls 
to discuss issues and campaign 
against each other instead of cam-
paigning amid a 14-candidate field, 
Schultz said. 

Consquently, she added, the sys-
tem could rectify voter apathy and 
ignorance regarding the county 
board race — a problem that Schultz 
struggled with during her campaign. 

"Suburbanites do not understand 
county government," she said. Nor 
do many know who their county 
board commissioners are or recog-
nize their power, she added.  

- 14,NT tt 5  
While there were s veral 

incidents of minor vandalism 
over Halloween, the holiday 
was relatively tranquil, 
according to Wheeling Police 
Department Crime Preven-
tion Officer Barb Kobishop. 

"This was an extremely 
mild Halloween," she said 
Tuesday. "There just wasn't a 
lot of goofiness going on." 

POLICE REPORT  

Police report 
calm Halloween 
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vacation schedule for the assist-
ant village manager, village at-
torney and department heads so 
that they are able to accumulate 
up to three weeks of vacation in 
their first year of employment 
with the village. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson, who has recently 
searched for a new fire chief and 
a new assistant village manager, 
said that he found the village's 
two-week vacation policy was not 
in line with the vacation benefits 
offered by most municipalities. 
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Increasing awareness of 11  
suburban gang activity 

tl-s=7c.  

At last! Sides 
settle in talks 

STAFF WRITER 
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Money and an unp epared, 

easy-to-prey-upon public are 
two of the main reasons that 
gangs are moving to the 
Northwest suburbs. 

That explanation and 
advice on how to cope with 
the suburban gang presence 
was part of a "Gang Aware-
ness Night" held by the Mul-
ti-Jurisdictional Gang Crimes 
Task Force Friday in Rolling 
Meadows. 

More than 600 gang mem-
bers have passed through the 
northwest suburbs in the past 
year, according to task force 
statistics. Cook County Sher-
iff's police figures place the 
number closer to 1,000. By 
passing through, police mean 
gang members that have 
been stopped for criminal 
activity in the area. 

Currently, no clear number 
exists for how many gang 
members (known on the 
street as bangers or gang-
bangers) live in this area. 

The year-old task force is 
made up of police officers 
from Rolling Meadows, 
Arlington Heights, Elk Grove 
Village, Mount Prospect, Des 
Plaines, Prospect Heights, 
Wheeling and the Cook 
County Sheriff's office. 

In an effort to reach out 
for public support and edu-
cate people about the growth 
of gangs in the area, the task 
force held the "Gang Aware-
ness Night" Friday at the 
Cook County Courthouse in 
Rolling Meadows. More than 
100 people attended. 

"All efforts should be 
made to get rid of the gangs 
now before they get any 
larger," Mt. Prospect resident 
Michael Wexler said just 
prior to the meeting. "It isn't 
just enough to be aware of 
them. This is the time to see 
that they are eliminated from 
our communities." 

A Palatine resident who 
attended the meeting and 
declined to give her name, 
said parents in the area 
should be concerned about 
the gang issue, but keep it in 
perspective. 

"I can hardly believe 
what's going on around 
here," she said. "I don't 
think we need to panic and 
start moving out, but we 
have to do something about 
it. 

Gang crimes 
Gangs are committing bur-

glaries, selling drugs and 
recruiting new members in 
the suburbs. In some 
instances, police said they 
are finding gang members 
breaking into cars with shop-
ping lists for specific types of 
radios, cassette players and 
other items commonly found 

Local kids who 
are loners join the 
gangs. Kids 
become gang 
members to be 
tough. 

Kevin O'Connell 

County. "The problem is in 
the community. We, by 
becoming aware, can help our 
children make intelligent 
decisions." 

Become involved 
Captain Robert Sturlini, a 

task force member from the 
Des Plaines Police Depart-
ment, told the audience that 
police need help in fighting 
gangs. "It is everybody's 
problem. You have to become 
involved in your community. 
We're not going to let them 
intimidate us." 

The existence of gangs, 
their social hierarchy and 
their dressing habits were 
highlighted by the gang task 
force at the meeting which 
was run by Detective Kevin 
O'Connell, a task force mem-
ber from the Des Plaines 
Police Department. 

While the police discussed 
close to a dozen gang names 
and the symbols used in 
their graffiti, they asked that 
this information be kept out 
of the newspaper because it 
tends to glorify the gang 
members and give them pub-
licity which they crave. 

O'Connell explained that 
the gangs aren't formed 

,Itov. ct ) Vicit 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Fire and Police 
Commission found police officer 
Robert Pressley guilty of leaving 
the village while on duty to drink 
coffee at a nearby service station. 

Pressley also was found guilty 
late Thursday of not responding 
truthfully when confronted about 
his activities and of violating per-
formance standards for field train-
ing officers. Pressley's attorneys, 
Noel T. Wroblewski and Alan M. 
Freedman, argued that the officer 
is a victim of "selective prosecu-
tion." They said the charges are an 
attempt to retaliate against him 
for his controversial history on the 
force. 

By WAYNE TRYHUK 
/"-- STAFF WRITER
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The Village and the ire-
fighters' union have finally 
reached an agreement, over 
four years in the making, 
that will give firefighters 
retroactive pay increases of 
5 percent back to 1988. 

And while neither side 
seems able to pinpoint why 
the process took so long, 
both are now anticipating 
smoother working and bar-
gaining relationships. 

Fire Chief Keith MacI-
saac and Wheeling Fire-
fighters' Association Presi-
dent Bart Burns agreed 
Tuesday that the agree-
ment, ratified by the union-
membership Friday and by 
the Village board Monday, 
did not produce dramatic 
changes. 

The contract, in effect, 
calls for retroactive pay 

I increases of 5 percent for 

there's a clear mechanism 
for people suffering from 
career burnout." 

"Things are better identi-
fied in the agreement than 
they were before,"Burns 
said. For example, while the 
prior arrangement merely 
called for scheduling to be 
done in accordance with 
department policies and 
procedures, the new agree-
ment is much more specific, 
he explained. 

"And there is a clearer 
understanding of what the 
procedures are for layoffs," 
he added. 

Fair, not perfect 
Both the village and 

union representatives called 
the agreement fair, but 
imperfect. 

"It's a preservation of 
management rights, but I 
don't think you can put it in 
a win or lose category," 
MacIsaac said. "We worked 
out a fair number of com-
promises." 

"It preserves our rights 
under the labor relations 
act, for us and the village, 
and it's something we can 
live with," Burns said. 

Many of the contracts 
provisions merely formalize 
non-written practices 
already in effect, making it 
somewhat mysterious why 
the present agreement took  

Three other police officers have 
been disciplined for leaving village 
limits during their shifts, but 
Pressley is the only one to be 
brought before the fire and police 
commission. 

Pressley said that going to the 
Speedway gas station on 
Milwaukee Avenue, two-tenths of 
a mile outside village limits, is 
common practice. 

"Myself and other officers went 
to Speedway," he said. "It was an 
accepted practice. We met there 
and had coffee." 

John Schampine, former Speed-
way employee, testified in Press-
ley's defense that during the year 
he worked at the gas station, four 
or five different Wheeling police 
officers came into the station. 

the years 1988 through 1990, 
and a 5.5 percent boost in 
1991. 

It also institutes a griev-
ance procedure, maintains 
the authority of the Board 
of Fire and Police Commis-
sioners, and restricts the 
number of times employees 
can trade shifts with one 
another to 18 times per 
year. Previously, firefighters 
could trade shifts an unlim-
ited number of times. 

The contract allows fire-
fighters who find paramedic 
duties becoming too stress-
ful to abandon those roles 
without throwing out their 
careers. 

"We would prefer every-
body be a paramedic," he 
explained. "But on the 
human side, being a para-
medic is not for everybody. 
Years and years of seeing 
people in pain and suffering 
can weigh heavily. Now 

(Continued on page 22) 

four years to reach. 
"There was a lack of 

understanding on some 
parts, and, perhaps, not a 
full understanding of the 
issues," said MacIsaac, who 
became chief well after the 
talks had begun. "Perhaps 
sometimes, there was a lit-
tle lack of trust, and a com-
bination of personalities. 

"But I can't put my fin-
ger on anything and say 
that's why it took so long, 
or that's what made the 
change," he added. "There 
were times when emotions 
ran high, but also days 
when communication was 
clear and concise." 

MacIsaac and Burns 
agreed that the intense 
nature of the talks may 
have paved the way for 
improved communication. 

"I hope we covered so 
much ground that we 
understand each other bet- 
ter," MacIsaac said. "I'm 
very hopeful we won't have 
to go through this again. We 
can get down to being a real 
fire department and healing 
some wounds." 

"There was a lot of dis-
harmony, but now we're 
looking forward," Burns 
concurred. "I hope it never 
happens again. We've got a 
good relationship with the 
chief, and I'm optimistic." It 

By B. H. MERENS in cars. 
Police said gang members 

can take advantage of subur-
banites who are not as 
"street smart" as people liv-
ing in the city. 

In addition to the tradi-
tional male gangs, police said 
female gangs, like "little sis-
ter" organizations for gangs, 
also exist. The females often 
are used to carry weapons 
and drugs for their male 
counterparts, police said, 
because if they are stopped 
by a male police officer, no 
body search is allowed to 
take place. 

Police officials likened the 
gang problem to an early 
stage of cancer that will only 
get worse if left untreated. 

"This shouldn't be viewed 
as over dramatizing the situa-
tion," said Louis Sbarboro, a 
deputy sheriff with Cook 

among racial or ethnic lines. 
They are composed of kids 
who generally are under-
achievers who have low self-
esteem and want attention. 

"Local kids who are loners 
join the gangs," O'Connell 
explained. "Kids become 
gang members to be tough." 

Many of the alleged gang 
members are just "copycats," 
according to Sergeant Patrick 
McGee of the Cook County 
Sheriff's police gang crimes 
unit, which formed last 
month. 

Local kids, in an effort to 
be "cool," will copy graffiti or 
flash gang symbols they have 
learned. This type of mimicry 
has led to shootings and even 
death in Chicago. The police 
warn that this isn't a game 
and children should never 
attempt to flash a gang sym-
bol. 

Gangs migrated to the 
suburbs along with the gen-
eral population shift to this 
area. The northwest suburbs 
offer gang members avenues 
to money, drugs and new 
members, police explained. 

However, they said that 
steps are being taken to curb 
gang growth and activity. 

Police detectives from 28 
municipalities meet monthly 
to share information about 
gang activity. Besides the 
Multi-Jurisdictional Gang 
Crimes Task Force, the 
county police department has 
formed a gang crimes unit. 

That unit has 15 members 
and Sergeant Dennis Baker 
said the county police depart-
ment is looking to double the 
size of the gang crimes staff. 

In addition to gang crime 
units and regional meetings, 
police also are beginning to 
computerize gang informa-
tion. By keeping records 
about gang activity, the 
police said they can track 
where the gangs are heading 
and who is involved with 
which gangs. 

Parents can get involved 
with fighting gangs through 
the establishment of commu-
nity-based task forces or 
school-based groups, police 
said. Mothers Against Gangs, 
a national group which has 
been in the Chicago area 
since 1987, is an educational 
group which works on keep-
ing kids out of gangs. 

Panel finds cop guilty of leaving village 
Police department attorney Ste-

phen Culliton said that four or five 
officers out of the more than 60 on 
the force do not make it a common 
practice. 

Pressley has two lawsuits pend-
ing against the village. In 1983, he 
filed a racial discrimination suit. 
And in April of this year, he filed 
another suit as a result of a gag 
order imposed on him by Police 
Chief Michael Haeger. 

Pressley's attorneys said they 
have not yet decided if they will 
appeal Thursday's decision. 

"We did the best we could for 
now," Freedman said. 

Police and fire commission 
members were deliberating the 
penalty early this morning. 
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least one week, one lane of the 
bridge will be closed between 7 a.m. 
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Liquor review 
nc CA_ iN•Yr 

The Village Board Monday 
directed its staff to study the 
possibility of renewing a 
liquor license for a Wheeling 
pub after a property owner 
said its closing would bank-
rupt him. 

The license for Hein's Pub, 
141 S. Milwaukee Ave., had 
been scheduled to expire on 
Dec. 14. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson supported letting 
the license expiration, largely 
because he said the pub does 
not provide adequate park-
ing. 

But Howard Kagay, who 
owns the shopping center in 
which the facility operates, 
said closing the pub would 
create an insurmountable 
financial strain on his busi-
ness. "I'm asking for a two 
year stay of execution," he 
told board members. 

Christmas chips 
Wheeling officials plan to 

have village crews pick up 
discarded Christmas trees 
after the holidays and grind 
them into wood chips. 

The chips would be sent to 
a nursery, thereby diverting 
the trees from landfills, Vil-
lage Manager Craig Anderson 
told the board Monday. 

Anderson said Buffalo 
Grove collected and con- 

verted over 1,700 trees to 
chips last year. 

Dine in 
Taqueria Alamo Restau-

rant, 56 to 58 N. Wolf Road, 
may add a sit-down dining 
facility to its carry-out opera-
tion, under a proposal 
approved by the village 
board. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said the project 
would not cause significant 
traffic increases in the area. 

"It might discourage peo-
ple from eating outside and, 
perhaps, littering," Anderson 
added. 

Tax back 
Wheeling will join some 20 

municipalities in suing the 
Illinois Department of Reve-
nue for allegedly failing to 
return the proper amount of 
state sales tax revenue to 
local governments. 

Manager Craig Anderson 
said the village would proba-
bly spend no more than 
$5,000 in the effort. Finance 
Director Robert Fialkowski 
said Wheeling had received 
only about $99,900 out of the 
approximately $147,000 the 
state should have sent it. 

"It is expected that if the 
department continues its pre-
sent course, these discrepan-
cies will continue in the 
future," Fialkowski said. 
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Wheeling cop suspended 20 days 
for taking trips outside of village 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
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Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Fire and Police 
Commission has suspended police 
Officer Robert Pressley for 20 days 
without pay after finding him guilty 
of leaving the village during coffee 
breaks. 

Pressley also was found guilty of 
lying when confronted about his ac-
tivities and of violating performance 
standards for policemen who train 
rookie officers. 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger, 
who sought a 30-day suspension for 
Pressley, said he is satisfied with the 
punishment. 

"It is my job to file charges," he 
said. "The commission handles 
things from there. I made a recom-
mendation - all it was was a rec-
ommendation - and I abide by their 
ruling." 

Pressley, who has two lawsuits 
pending against the village, would 
not comment on the decision or the 
punishment. His attorney, Alan M. 
Freedman, said they are "disap- 

pointed" with the decision. They 
have not decided whether to appeal. 

Pressley is the fourth officer to be 
disciplined for making trips to the 
Speedway service station, just north 
of Lake-Cook Road on Milwaukee 
Avenue and two-tenths of a mile out-
side Wheeling's limits. Police de-
partment policy prohibits officers 
from leaving village limits while on 
duty. 

Two officers received a letter of 
reprimand and the third was given a 
one-day suspension without pay. 
Pressley received a more severe 
punishment, commissioners said, be-
cause he initially lied about his ac-
tions and set a poor example for a 
rookie officer riding with him. 

"It's not comparing apples to ap-
ples," Edward Main, chairman of the 
fire and police commission, said. 
"We are comparing a 12-year veter-
an to a one-year recruit, and the 
younger officer told the truth when 
approached. Pressley did not." 

Pressley maintained that he was 
not intentionally dishonest about his 
trips to the service station. 

Jeffery Avenue bridge will close for repairs 
,•at.-har.iD),190  
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Motorists will be forced to take a 
longer route into the Meadowbrook 
West Subdivison in Wheeling this 
weekend while the Jeffery Avenue 
bridge is closed for repairs. 

The bridge will be closed through 
Sunday while workers repair the 
concrete deck beams underneath the 
bridge surface. During this time, the 
emergency access road to the subdi-
vision, at the southwest corner of 
Manchester Drive and Sunset Lane, 
will be open. 

On other days throughout the re-
pairs, which are expected to take at 

and 5 p.m. 

R&W Clark Company of Chicago 
will be paid $21,000 to repair the 
bridge's expansion joints, surface 
cracks and curb line pavement 
cracks. 

Village trustees awarded the job 
to R&W Clark last month after 
learning that it was the only compa-
ny interested in doing the patch 
work. Most companies do not do 
bridge repairs at this time of year. 

Village engineers checked the 
company's references and found 
them to be qualified to work on the 
bridge, which runs over the Wheeling 

drainage ditch just west of Wolf 

Road. 

In deciding to proceed with the re-
pairs, village officials said that the 
bridge, built in the 1970s, would have 
to be replaced in four or five years if 
the beam repairs were not made this 
year. 

Surface cracks also needed to be 
sealed to keep salt and moisture 
from seeping into the bridge's con-
crete, Robert D. Gray, Jr., director 
of maintenance and operations for 
the village, said. 

Weather conditions have already 
delayed the project, which was origi-
nally scheduled to begin at the end of 
October., 



(1) CA 
CL. 
CD 
rr 

c, Lk. iN2rt e 
lmost a year has passed 
since the second garbage 
pickup day was reassigned 
for yard waste pickup to 

accommodate the law banning yard 
waste from landfills. 

Many reasons exist for retaining 
the present once-a-week garbage 
pickup schedule. First and 
foremost, that is what many 
residents seem to prefer. Much of 
Buffalo Grove and Wheeling shares 
a common scavenger service. A 
survey conducted by officials in 
neighboring Buffalo Grove last 
February showed that 3,472 
residents wanted to cut back to 
once-a-week pickups while only 626 
residents desired to retain 
twice-a-week haulings and pay 
extra for yard waste pickup. 

As surveys go, participation was 
high. The message was clear and 
convincing. 

Those Wheeling residents who 
have complained say they are 
being swamped under a flood of 
refuse that draws flies and rodents 
and creates a stench that renders 

' their garages unliveable. They 
claim they have just too much 
garbage for once-a-week pickup. 

But this is the '90s, folks. And 
the environmental crisis is real. We 
have to start learning how to 
manage our garbage or we will be 
swimming under a sea of refuse. 

Wheeling has an aggmssive 
recycling program. Use it. That 
alone should cut back on your 
waste load. Common sense also 

. helps. If you have to use plastic 
diapers, for instance, wash them 
off first so the smell doesn't fester 
in the can. Better yet, use cloth 
diapers. 

Take garbage out frequently. 
Find a place far away from general 
living areas. Have a properly lined 
can with a secure lid that shuts 
odors in, or invest in a can of 
disinfectant. 

When village officials reevaluate 
the program on its anniversary, 
they should have no doubt what to 
do. The issue was clear enough for 
an 11-year-old reader, who recently 
wrote to this newspaper. 

"If we had pickup twice a week, 
people may feel that it won't 
matter if they generate more 
garbage," she wrote. "Once a week 
is totally enough!" • 

We couldn't agree more. 

times alone 4,, It-t 

Is once enough? 
residents ask 
A year ago, both Buffalo 
Grove and Wheeling cut 
back to one day of 
garbage pickup. Now, 
officials may reconsider 
the decision. 

I c7 
By ARNOLD GRAHL 

ing Village Board's work-
shop Monday night, while 
trustees were being asked to 
give their blessing to a 5 
percent increase in resi-
dents' garbage bills. 

Buffalo Grove/Wheeling 
Disposal, which serves parts 
of both towns, told Wheel- 
ing trustees the increase 
was needed to offset rising 
fuel costs, increased landfill 
tipping fees and higher 
wage and benefit expenses. 
The rate would increase 55 
cents to $11.53 a month. 

According to the disposal 
company, a local subsidiary 
of Waste Management Inc., 
tipping fees at landfills have 
increased from 5 percent to 
40 percent. Most of the vil-
lage's garbage is hauled to 
Lake Landfill in Northfield, 
where tipping fees went up 
5.2 percent. However, some 
of the garbage is shipped to 
ARF landfill in Grayslake, 
where costs climbed from 
$8.60 a cubic yard to $12.20 
a cubic yard. 

Disposal officials said 
fuel costs also have been 
squeezing their operations. 
The price of diesel fuel has 
risen 32 percent and the 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Like its neighbor to the 
west, the village of Wheel-
ing will be taking a closer 
look at its once-a-week gar-
bage pickup schedule soon 
to see if residents would be 
better served by returning 
to the previous twice-weekly 
pickup. 

Several residents have 
complained about the less 

.frequent garbage pickup, 
said Wheeling Village Man-
ager Craig Anderson. The 
schedule is similar to one 
adopted by Buffalo Grove, 
which splits the two hauling 
days into one for normal 
garbage and one for leaf 
and yard waste pickup 
between the months of 
April and December. Yard 
waste was banned from 
landfills last July. 

The garbage discussion 
came up during the Wheel- 
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village four years ago. 
"I think that another rate hike is 

absurd," he said. "Wheeling is a 
blue-collar community. We should 
find another company or have this 
one find some way to reduce 
costs." 

But Sheila H. Schultz, village 
manager, said that while it would 
be nice if the disposal company 
could charge communities with a 
lower income, lower garbage re-
moval fees, "that is just not the 
way it works." 

Several trustees said the in-
creases in Minnich's bill were the 
costs of getting the village's recy-
cling program up and running, in-
cluding a 95 cent increase last 
year when the village added plas- 

percent since he moved into the tics to its list of recyclables. 

Leave trash 
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Oil cost may hike Wheeling garbage pickup 
)-Thro-  l'3 I cfcf 0 

BY BONNIE BOOTH $1.95 per month.  
Daily Herald  Staff Writer Don Bulthuis, general manager 

of Buffalo Grove/Wheeling Dis-
posal, said the cost of diesel fuel 
has increased 32 percent over the 
last year and the cost of oil has 
gone up 30 percent. 

He said landfill rates have also 
increased up to 40.7 percent. 

"On a 12- to 18-month basis we 
usually expect a request for some 
type of increase," Village Manager 
Craig G. Anderson said. "This re-
quest does not seem to be unrea-
sonable." 

But one Wheeling resident feels 
differently. 

Louis Minnich, of 205 W. Man-
chester Drive, said his garbage 
pick-up bill has gone up about 36 

Wheeling residents will proba-
bly see a 5 percent increase in 
their garbage pick-up bill next 
year, thanks to increases in diesel 
oil and fuel prices, Buffalo Grove/ 
Wheeling Disposal told village 
trustees Monday. 

The waste management compa-
ny needs the trustees' permission 
to institute the rate hike and trus-
tees offered little resistance to the 
plan. 

The 55 cent increase would 
bring the monthly fee for twice-
weekly garbage pickup to $11.53. 
Rates for recyclables, including 
newspaper, glass, aluminum, tin 
and plastics, would remain at 

cost of oil 30 percent. 
"Five percent seems fair 

and reasonable with what's 
going on around us," Ander-
son said. 

He said the village proba-
bly would approve the rate 
increase. 

Once trustees gave their 
preliminary OK to the fee 
increase, discussion turned 
to the weekly pickup sched-
ule, with a few residents 
complaining of the inconve-
nience, odor and rodent 
problems they associated 
with the once-weekly gar-
bage pickup. 

Anderson said the village 
might explore whether 
other options would be 
fairer to people who don't 
have a lot of yard waste. He 
said one alternative would 
be a twice-a-week garbage 
pickup with separate stick-
ers for yard waste. People 
would have to buy the stick-
ers to affix to bags of yard 
waste. 

"Those who need it 
would pay, and those who 
don't wouldn't," Anderson 
said. 
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Policeman found guilty 
of lying, leaving village 
Officer Robert Pressley, 
who has filed a racial 
discrimination suit 

against the police 
department, was found 
guilty of leaving village 
limits while on duty. 

if-/s% c/c; 
By WAYNE TRYHUK 

STAFF WRITER 

Ki-rgys IP a 
The Wheeling Board of 

Fire and Police Commis-
sioners has suspended Offi-
cer Robert Pressley without 
pay for 20 days, after find-
ing him guilty of leaving 
village limits while on duty 
and lying to investigators. 

Police officials were seek-
ing a 30-day suspension 
without pay for the officer, 
who is a 12-year veteran of 
the force. 

The controversy regard-
ing Pressley began over 
seven years ago, when 
Police Chief Michael Haeger 
suspended Pressley for 
allegedly breaking depart-
ment rules of truthfulness 
in relation to a citizen's 
complaint that he'd engaged 
in sexual relations with a 
woman in a van, parked 
outside The Original Gran- 

ny's Restaurant, at 831 W. 
Dundee Road. 

Pressley challenged the 
1982 suspension, and won 
his case before the board of 
fire and police commission-
ers. 

The next year, Pressley 
filed a civil suit claiming 
Haeger had retaliated 
against him for the success-
ful challenge and violated 
his 14th Amendment equal 
protection rights. Pressley, 
who is black, contended in 
the suit that he was unfairly 
disciplined, and punished 
more severely than white 
officers for similar offenses. 
He also charged Haeger 
failed to intervene when fel-
low officers harassed Pres-
sley with racial epithets and 
cartoons. 

The racial discrimination 
suit against the department 
is scheduled to begin on 
Dec. 3. 

Haeger filed the latest 
charges heard before the 
police commission this sum-
mer. 

Specifically, the board 
ruled Thursday that Pres-
sley had violated depart-
mental policy by taking 
breaks in November of 1989 
at a Speedway convenience  

store on Milwaukee Avenue 
two-tenths of a mile outside 
village boundaries, by fail-
ing to perform his duties as 
a training officer by bring-
ing a trainee on unautho-
rized breaks in the estab- 
lishment, and by 
responding untruthfully to 
officers investigating those 
charges. 

Pressley's attorneys, Alan 
Friedman and Noel Wrob-
lewski, acknowledged that 
he took breaks outside the 
area of his jurisdiction, but 
contended that such behav-
ior was common practice 
within the department. 

The attorneys brought 
two Lake County Sheriffs 
Department deputies, and a 
former Speedway clerk, to 
testify that they had seen 
several other Wheeling offi-
cers in the Speedway store. 
Wheeling Police Officer 
Randall Olsberg also testify 
that he had taken unautho-
rized breaks outside village 
limits about twice a month 
for approximately a year. 

As in Pressley's civil suit, 
the attorneys contended 
Thursday that Pressley was 
faced with a potentially 
harsher penalty than white 

(Continued on page 24) 
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officers who had engaged in 
comparable conduct. One 
officer was given a one-day 
suspension, and two 
received only written repri-
mands, they said. 

They said bringing train-
ees on unauthorized breaks 
was also common practice. 

Friedman and Wrob-
lewski also claimed Pressley 
had not lied to investiga-
tors, but had not been able 
to remember all the specif-
ics of relatively minor inci-
dents that took place long 
ago. 

"I was asked to recall 
events eight to nine months 
prior to being asked," 
Pressely said under ques-
tioning by Steve Culliton, 
the attorney representing 
Haeger. "I can't know when 
I took a 15 minute break 
eight months ago ... I can't 
tell you where I was two 
weeks ago." 

"Basically the events are 
not in dispute," Friedman 
told the commissioners. 
"The focal point is whether 
Bob Pressley lied. He sim-
ply was mistaken and forgot 
about inconsequential 
events ... when he took a 
break ... He simply didn't 
remember." 

To bolster that argument, 
Pressley's attorneys had 
Wheeling Police Officer 
Hugh Versteegh, the trainee 
who accompanied Pressley 
on breaks, testify that his  

recollection of events was 
also incomplete. Versteegh 
said it would be impossible 
for him to remember 
exactly when he took breaks 
during the time in question 
without having his memory 
refreshed by documents or 
other means. 

Pressley also testified 
that his replies in the inter-
view were limited to yes or 
no answers, leaving him no 
leeway to fully explain 
them. 

But Deputy Chief Gary 
O'Rourke said he believed 
Pressely was lying when he 
interviewed him about the 
events. Culliton also said no 
one prevented Pressley 
from giving more complete 
answers when questioned, 
and said Pressley was told 
he could go off the record to 
respond to some of the 
questions. 

In arguing for the 30 day 
suspension, Culliton 
stressed the high standard 
of honesty required of 
police officers. "How does a 
person charged with a 
speeding violation, and offi-
cer Pressley is there to tes-
tify, know he's truthful?" he 
asked. 

Friedman said he did not 
know if he would appeal the 
ruling from the hearing, 
which lasted five-and-a-
half-hours. He said he had 
35 days from the time find-
ings are put in writing to 
appeal. 



Not as bad as it looks 
Bill Henry of the Wheeling Fire Department covers up a simulated fatality during an industrial 
accident drill at Business Services Inc. in Mount Prospect. Students from Prospect High School 
played the part of accident victims. 

Daily Herald Photo/Daniel White 

orb" demolishes hangars near runway 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
is moving one step closer to meeting 
Federal Aviation Administration 
safety standards this week, as offi-
cials continue to tear down airplane 
storage hangars that are too close to 
the main runway. 

The FAA originally directed air-
port officials to demolish all of the 
T-hangars, where smaller planes are 
stored, but because the airport needs 
to offer pilots covered storage space, 
officials struck a deal with the FAA 
so that only those hangars nearest  

the runway will be torn down imme-
diately. 

"We are creating a clear zone to 
enhance the safety of the airport and 
improving the airport's aesthetics at 
the same time," Michael Zonsius, as-
sistant airport manager said. 

Before demolition of the hangars 
began last week the airport had stor-
age for 75 airplanes. When the 
project is completed, in about two 
weeks, there will be space for 39 air-
planes. 

The hangars, on the airport's south 
end along Palatine Road, have been 
considered unsightly by members of 

the Palwaukee Airport Commission 
and the airport's management for 
quite some time. 

"We are hoping to paint the re-
maining hangars," Fred E. Stewart, 
airport manager, said. "They are a 
real eyesore and don't add much to 
the area. To get the space cleared up 
and looking better will be a big 
help." 

Airport officials had hoped to have 
the hangars painted this year but the 
prices received from contractors 
came in $22,000 over the budgeted 
amount for the project. 

"We will re-advertise for painters 
again in the new fiscal year, after  

May 1, when we have budgeted the 
appropriate amount," Stewart said. 

The T-hangar demolition comes 
right on the heels of two other de-
molitions at the airport in recent 
weeks. 

An abandoned gas station at the 
corner of Wolf and Hintz roads came 
down two weeks ago to make way 
for the relocation of that intersec-
tion expected to take place by 1994. 

Also, an old house along Hintz 
Road also came down recently be-
cause it was too close to the north-
west end of the airport's main run-
way 

• VilligVt6iiatteis?324% tax levy increase 
Wheeling residents will get their 

chance to comment on the village's 
proposed $6.2 million 1990 levy 
when the village trustees hold a pub-
lic hearing at 8 p.m. Monday. 

The 1990 levy determines taxes 
collected in 1991. 

The proposed levy is 24 percent 
higher than the 1989 levy of $4.48 
million. 

Village officials say the increase 
is needed because of the uncertain 
future of the state's income tax sur-
charge. The village has received 
$800,000 from the surcharge, set to  

expire this year. 
Village officials have said part of 

the levy could be abated later this 
year if the income tax surcharge is 
extended. 

But the unknown future of the sur-
charge is only one of the reasons 
trustees are looking to a higher levy. 
The village's general fund needs will 
increase significantly next year, due 
partly to growth in personnel ex-
penditures. 

The general fund is used mainly to 
pay for police and fire department 
services, administrative services of  

the Village Board, finance and com-
munity development. 

If the levy is passed, the tax rate 
will go up to $1.16 per $100 of as-
sessed home value. But it will still be 
lower than the 1988 rate of $1.50. 
The levy rate is now 96 cents per 
$100 assessed valuation. 

At a rate of $1.16, a Wheeling 
homeowner living in the average-
price house of $100,280 would pay 
about $278.42 in property taxes to 
the village. 

The public hearing will be held in 
council chambers at Village Hall,  

255 W. Dundee Road, immediately 
before the trustees vote on the pro-
posed levy. 

The top meeting 
Who:The Wheeling Village 
Board 
Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road 
When:8 p.m. Monday 

WHEELING 
VILLAGE NOTES 

Wheeling garbage 
rate increasing 

Wheeling village trustees ap-
proved an increase in the garbage 
collection rate charged to Wheel-
ing residents by Buffalo Grove/ 
Wheeling Disposal. 

The increase, to $11.53 per 
month for twice-weekly pickup is 
a 5 percent increase over last 
year's rate. 

The waste management com-
pany asked for the increase be-
cause of rising landfill charges 
and increased labor and equip-
ment costs. 

Village to spend 
$5,700 to trim trees 

Trustees voted to spend $5,700 
to have about 83 of the village's 
trees trimmed. 

R.W. Hendricksen of Des 
Plaines will trim parkway trees 
removing any dead or dying 
branches. The trees are located 
along Audrey Court, Bernice 
Court, Green Drive, Isa Drive and 
Merle Lane. 

The work will be completed by 
late December. 

Village buying station 
wagon for fire chief 

The board voted to purchase a 
new vehicle for the fire chief. 

The Ford Taurus station wagon 
will have heavy duty suspension 
and a special block heater. With 
delivery, it is expected to cost 
about $11,750. 

Wh 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Three years of preparation and 
planning paid off recently for the 
Wheeling Police Department when 
they gained national accreditation 
from the Commission on Accredi-
tation for Law Enforcement Agen-
cies Inc. 

Assessors from the commission 
visited Wheeling in October and 
checked to see that more than 829 
standards for accreditation — in 
the areas of policies and proce-
dure, administration and opera-
tions and support services — had 
been met. 

Representatives of the police 
department went before one more 
committee of assessors at the  

group's annual meeting in St Paul, 
Minn., last weekend and then were 
unanimously recommended for ac-
creditation. 

"It was not an easy process," 
said village president Sheila H. 
Schultz. "They asked us some 
tough questions." 

And the department cannot sim-
ply sit back and relax now that the 
initial accreditation thrust is over 
because it comes up for reaccredi-
tation in 1995 and every five years 
thereafter. 

But instead of going through 
every police department file and 
checking every piece of equipment 
as they did in October, the com-
mission will come out and make 
random checks. 

"We've started working towards 
reaccreditation already, Deputy 
Chief J. Michael Hermes said. "We 
have to maintain our policies and 
keep on top of everything." 

In accrediting the department, 
members of the commission 
highlighted Wheeling's policy for 
handling bias crimes, lifting it up 
as a model program. 

Hermes said he believes the de-
partment can continue to come up 
with innovative policies. 

"Roll call training, new officers, 
and new ideas will keep the de-
partment innovative," he said. 
"Continued roll call training and 
working out lesson plans for these 
sessions keeps the officers inter-
ested." 

ee ng police win national accreditation 



Grandma's lesson brings forth charity 
1 / 

BY KAREN S. SJOBLOM 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

They say your past always comes 
back to you, and usually it's some-
thing you'd rather forget. In Judy 
Abruscato's case, however, her past 
taught her to remember something 
very important. 

"Being raised by a grandma has 
its plus sides. She was very charita-
ble, and that rubbed off on me. In 
raising my own kids, the priority 
was to be kind to each other because 
tomorrow you don't know what will 
be," she says. 

This 56-year-old Wheeling resident 
began her charitable work at the age 
of 8, and the important lesson her 
grandmother taught her has been put 
to practice ever since. 

Abruscato has been married to her 
husband, Mario, 67, for more than 30 
years, raised two children — Antho-
ny, 26, and Valerie, 29 — and 
worked full-time for the First Na-
tional Bank of Wheeling since the 
day it opened more than 12 years 
ago. Juggling a family and career is 
trying, to say the least, and the 
thought of spending a number of 
those precious free hours on volun-
teer work is more than most people 
care to think about; however, Abrus-
cato feels it can work. 

"I believe working mothers can 
find just as much available time. It's 
tough — I know. But my kids loved 
my involvement. If I had to do some-
thing, they were always there with 
me," she says. 

Abruscato currently spends some 
of her free time working with the 
Wheeling Lioness Club, a group she 
founded about five years ago; she 
now is on the board of directors after 
serving as the club's president. 

One of the group's main focuses is 
to gather and distribute eyeglasses 
to other countries that cannot regu-
larly provide this service. For exam-
ple, Abruscato says India has a high  

rate of eye disease, so quite a bit of 
their work has been invested there. 
Furthermore, the group also assists 
those closer to home through various 
fund-raising activities. 

"We did a fund-raiser for the po-
lice department — a spaghetti din- 

ner. What an experience in fund-
raising. We planned enough for 200 
people — more than enough, we 
thought," she recalls. "So many peo-
ple showed up that we ran out of spa-
ghetti, we ran out of salad, we ran 
out of everything. But it was a good 

Ic 
iltwahtlito 

time," she says with a laugh. 

She also volunteers her time to 
Wheeling's Fourth of July fireworks 
and parade festivities. The commit-
tee of citizens and business people 
must plan these events a year in ad-
vance, and Abruscato again has been 
involved since its inception 11 years 
ago. 

"It started with a phone call —
'Hey, Judy, want to go to a meeting?' 
It always starts that way, but it has 
been so much fun," she says. 

Finally, Abruscato also is a village 
trustee, although her four-year term 
will end in April. While this pace po-
tentially could break other spirits, 
Abruscato says she has a few secrets 
for her success. 

"You can never do anything with-
out a good husband. Mario and I... 
we work together. Everything I be-
long to, Mario belongs to," she says. 
"He takes care of everything — the 
running around, the phone calls, ev-
erything." 

Additionally, she has the support 
and assistance from her children, 
who often are involved in the same 
causes. Furthermore, Abruscato 
says the people at the bank have 
been very cooperative; it is, inciden-
tally, a drop-off point for the Lion-
ess' eyeglasses program. 

"Mario is retired and has taken 
the burden I had for 25 years — he 
takes care of the house. That's part 
of how I'm able to manage. And I 
enjoy it," she says. "Show people 
compassion. It's very rewarding." 

Judy Abruscato has continued practicing what her grandmother 
taught her about charitable work. 

Daily Herald Photo/Dave Tonge 

Wal-Mart shows traffic plans 
uLto) r1)  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

the property sometime in January, if 
Wal-Mart receives approval from 
the plan commission, appearance 

Wal-Mart Stores Inc. gave Wheel- commission and zoning board of 
ing trustees a comprehensive over- appeals. 
view of its plans for a Wal-Mart and About 15 residents of the Cedar 
Sam's Wholesale Club in Wheeling Run Condominiums, which border 
Monday amid concerns from local the proposed site on the east, ex-
condominium residents about traffic pressed concern about the traffic 
problems the stores could create. problems the Wal-Mart would create 

Wal-Mart is planning to build the on what they say are already con-
two stores on a 37-acre parcel of gested McHenry and Lake-Cook 
property owned and farmed by the roads. 
Schwind family. The property is bor- Plans call for three entrances to 
dered by the village on the east, Wei- the shopping center on each of those 
land Road on the west, McHenry two roads, with the main entrance 
Road on the south and Lake-Cook on Lake-Cook Road having a sto- 
Road on the north. plight with left and right turn lanes. 

The village will vote on annexing Patrick E. Perry, real estate man- 

ager for Wal-Mart said a stoplight 
also could be erected at one of the 
McHenry Road entrances after the 
stores open. 

He said the Illinois Department of 
Transporation will not give permis-
sion for a stoplight at that entrance 
until a need for one has been demon-
strated. 

Representatives from Wal-Mart 
already have met with residents. 

"They have been very cooperative 
on the superficial things," said Mary 
Arridson, president of the Cedar Run 
homeowners association. "But one 
hand doesn't know what the other is 
doing. This is the first time we have 
heard they would be willing to put a 
traffic light on McHenry Road. 

ooicto 
Wheeling approves 911 network bylaws 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The village of Wheeling moved 
one step closer to installing an en-
hanced 911 emergency system this 
week when it approved bylaws for 
the governing board that will over-
see installation and operation of 
the network. 

Village trustees will serve as 
members of the emergency tele-
phone systems board but much of 
the day-to-day operation of the 
system will be done by an advisory 
board consisting of two members 
from the police department, two 
members from the fire depart-
ment and the communications cen-
ter supervisor. 

Trustees also elected a chair- 

man, vice-chairman and secretary 
to serve until the first annual 
meeting of the board in May. At 
that meeting, officers will be 
elected to serve two-year terms. 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz was elected to serve as 
chairman and Trustee Elizabeth L. 
Hartman was elected to the vice 
chairman position. Village Clerk 
Lois J. Gaffke will serve as board 
secretary. 

The advisory board has already 
met and is gathering price infor-
mation on the equipment. They 
have also visited area stations that 
use the enhanced 911 system. 

Fire Chief Keith Maclssac said 
trustees can expect the advisory 
board to come before them some-
time in the next three months to  

ask for spending approval to get 
moving on purchasing and install-
ing the system. 

He said it will take between six 
and nine months to install the sys-
tem. 

The village is already collecting 
a 75-cent monthly fee from resi-
dents through Illinois Bell to pay 
for the new emergency system. 
The money is held separate from 
other revenues and cannot be used 
to pay village bills other than 
those for the 911 system. 

Voters approved the enhanced 
911 system last November. The 
system automatically provides 
dispatchers with a caller's address 
and phone number, allowing them 
to trace calls that sometimes last 
only a few seconds. 



// 

After months of informal talks 
with village officials, Wal-Mart 
Stores, Inc., will unveil its plans 
this week for a Wal-mart and 
Sam's Wholesale Club in Wheeling. 

Residents will have two oppor-
tunities to ask questions of village 
officials and Wal-Mart representa-
tives. The first opportunity will be 
at 8 p.m. today when village trus-
tees discuss annexing the property 
Wal-Mart is eyeing for its stores. 

The 37-acre parcel, now owned 
and farmed by the Schwind family, 
is bordered by the village on the 
east, Weiland Road on the west, 
McHenry Road on the south and 
Lake-Cook Road on the north. 

Wal-Mart representatives will 
also appear before the plan com-
mission at 7:30 p.m. Thursday re-
questing zoning changes. 

The property will be automati-
cally zoned for houses when it is 
annexed by the village so commis-
sioners will consider changing the 
zoning to general commercial, en-
abling Wal-Mart to move forward 
with its plans. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said the village wants to 
annex the property so that it has 
control over its development. 

"The Wal-Mart is very likely to 
develop whether we annex the 
property or not," he said. 

"We want to have some control 

over what happens there." 
Anderson said that it would be 

nice to have an undeveloped area 
near the village but it is impracti-
cal to expect land in the area to 
stay undeveloped for very long. 

"It is always nice to have a ma-
jor successful retailer want to lo-
cate in your community," he said. 

"It's nice to have a good store 
for the residents but it is also good 
for village tax revenues." 

Anderson said that he expects 
village income from sales taxes at 
the Wal-Mart to be around 
$100,000 per year if the store is 
successful. 

He could not estimate how much 
the village would gain in property 
tax revenue. 

eling considers Wal-Mart rezoning 
a 41(-7D  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Plans for Wal-Mart 
come up for review 

4 ,5.--?0 
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. will bring 

preliminary plans for a shopping 
outlet before Wheeling plan commis-
sioners Wednesday. 

Although the village and repre-
sentatives from Wal-Mart and the 
village's community development 
department have been talking about 
the project for several months, this 
will be the first time the rapidly 
growing discount chain comes before 
the commission. 

The village will have to annex the 
property on which Wal-Mart hopes 
to build both a Wal-Mart and a Sam's 
Wholesale Club. All property an-
nexed into the village is automati-
cally zoned for single-family houses, 
so the Plan Commission will consid-
er recommending the zoning be 
changed to general commercial. 

Wal-Mart hopes to sign a long-
term lease with the Schwind family, 
owners of the proposed site along 
Lake-Cook Road. The 37-acre parcel 
is bordered by the village of Wheel-
ing on the east, Weiland Road on the 

The top meeting 
Who: The Wheeling Plan 
Commission 

Where: Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road 

When: 7:30 p.m. Thursday 

west, McHenry Road on the south 
and Lake-Cook Road on the north. 

Preliminary plans call for the 
eastern two-thirds of the site to be 
developed by Wal-Mart. Along with 
the two stores, there will be about 
1,500 parking spaces and water re-
tention bases to help control rain wa-
ter runoff. 

Walmart sells clothes, health and 
beauty aids, toys and other general 
merchandise at discounted prices in 
1,385 stores in 26 states. They have 
hit the Chicago suburbs hard, open-
ing up stores in Naperville, Vernon 
Hills, Bloomingdale and Crystal 
Lake. A Mount Prospect Wal-Mart is 
expected to open in the spring. 

Village officials expect the ap-
proval process for a Wheeling Wal-
Mart to go through the spring. 
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Wheeling bank 
robber at large 

Palwaukee officials start 
wor on drainage ditch 

ii d3 

The bearded plan that 

robbed a Whet ling bank 

last week is probably 
not the same robber who 
hit two other banks in 

Buffalo Grove and 
Palatine. 

The man who robbed the 
First Colonial Bank North-
west in Wheeling last week 
is probably responsible for 
several other similar hold 
ups in the area, according to 
an FBI spokesman. 

"He's probably good for 
robberies in Skokie, Nor-
ridge, Libertyville and Chi-
cago," Special Agent Robert 
Long, press coordinator for 
the Chicago FBI office, said 
Monday. 

The Wheeling bank, 
located at 800 S. Wheeling 
Road, was hit at about 10:30 
a.m. on Nov. 15. A Wheeling 
Police Department source 
said the robber, a white 
male wearing a baseball cap, 
dark jacket and sunglasses, 
and armed with a semi-auto-
matic pistol, probably made 
off with about $50,000. 

Long said it was not 
unusual for robbers to hold 
up more than one bank in a 
given region. 

"They're often repeat-
ers," he explained. "Every 
year, we arrest someone 
who's good for three or four 
robberies." 

He said the robber at 
First Colonial Northwest 
was probably not the same 
man who held up two other 
banks in the north and 
northwest suburbs. The rob-
ber in the latter incidents 
wore a flesh-colored mask. 

In the Wheeling case, the 
robber may have been wear-
ing a false beard, according 
to Long. 

"It looks phony to me," 
he said of the beard shown 
in a picture taken by a bank 
security camera. "It's hard 
to tell." 

The robber appeared to 
go out of his way to make 
bank patrons and employ-
ees aware of his intentions, 
Long added. 

"He was continually wav-
ing the gun around and 
shouting that this was a 
bank robbery," he said. "He 
threatened people, telling 
them they'd better not call 
the police." 

The robber pointed his 
weapon at a teller, who took 
the money out of a vault, 
according to Long. 

He said the FBI hadn't 
identified any suspects in 
the incident. 

The FBI is continuing its 
investigation of the Wheel-
ing case, and is working 
with Wheeling police and 
other jurisdictions where 
area bank robberies 
occurred.  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commissioners voted this week to 
spend $70,000 to delve deeper 
into the intricacies of relocating 
the Wheeling drainage ditch. 

The ditch needs to be relocated 
because it runs too close to the 
airport's main runway and places 
too many restrictions on develop-
ing property around it. 

If the ditch were left where it is 
now, several bridges would have 
to be built across it because it 
hinders traffic at the airport. 

The creek now runs south from 
Hintz Road east of Wolf Road 
through the airport. It crosses 
Milwaukee Avenue into the Cook 
County Forest Preserve and emp-
ties into the Des Plaines River. 

"The drainage ditch study has 
been a slow, steady, project," 
Fred E. Stewart, airport manager 
said. "Now we are going to get 
into some of the detailed engi-
neering, figuring out the size and 
shape of the structure needed to 
replace it." 

Engineering fees for this por-
tion of the study are expected to 
be about $140,000. The state is 
picking up the tab for the remain-
ing $70,000. 

The same engineering firm 
that is doing an environmental 
assessment on the relocation of 
the intersection of Hintz and Wolf 
Roads — Crawford, Murphy and 
Tilly Inc. of Springfield — will do 
the drainage ditch study. 

Relocating the ditch, through 
the former Twin Drive-In The-
ater, just north of the airport, is 
part of the airport's 12-year capi-
tal improvement program. 

The stream would run through 
the least amount of forest pre-
serve property with that move. 

"We knew that we would have 
to move the drainage ditch when 
we bought the airport," Stewart 
said. "The question has been 
where to move it." 

Airport officials first began 
studying the project in 1985 when 
a study was conducted to deter-
mine the drainage needs of the 
airport, most of which is built on 
a flood way. 
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Firefighters, village ease into settlement 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When Wheeling trustees unani-
mously ratified an agreement with 
firefighters earlier this month, they 
brought to a close four years of ne-
gotiations that transcended the ten-
ure of a village manager and a fire 
chief. 

The protracted negotiations also 
contributed to an all-time low mo-
rale among fire department work-
ers, leaders of the firefighters union 
say. 

An agreement seemed so far out 
of reach in August that both sides 
agreed to call in an arbitrator to de-
cide the more than 30 issues that 
separated them. But just two days 
before the arbitration hearings were 
scheduled to begin, a turnaround in 
the talks led to resolution of all but 
one of the issues in dispute. 

And now that the agreement is 
signed and sealed, both sides are fi-
nally free to talk about the issues 
that divided them, how negotiations 
that went on for years turned around 
so quickly and produced an agree-
ment, the role new Fire Cheif Keith 
S. Maclssac played in the turna-
round, and how any damage wrought 
by the, at times, heated negotiations 
can be repaired. 

"At the very last minute I think 
both sides realized that there was 
room for some give and take," said 
Craig G. Anderson, village manager. 
"We realized that maybe it didn't 
have to be all or nothing." 

Contract clashes began months be- 

Village Manager Craig G. 
Anderson credits the new fire 
chief "fresh perspective" with 
helping to bring about a 
negotiated settlement 
between the village and its 
firefighters. 

fore the last agreement expired on 
April 30, 1986, when firefighters 
moved to include lieutenants it their 
union. The Illinois Public Labor Re-
lations Act of 1986 created col'ective 
bargaining for police officers and 
firefighters but excluded supervi-
sors. The Wheeling Firefighters As-
sociation voted to include — and 
asked the village to recognize — its 
six lieutenants as part of the union. 

But the village refused to negoti-
ate with the lieutenants, so the fire-
fighters took their case to the Illinois 
Labor Relations Board, which  

agreed with the firefighters. Wheel- are going through some exciting 
ing appealed the case, lost and took times here, and I'm very optimistic 
the case to the Illinois Supreme we can work together." 
Court. Once MacIssac joined the village's 

The case was finally decided in bargaining team, he and Firefighter 
April, when the court ruled in the Association President Bart Burns 
firefighters' favor. began to have informal chats about 

In January of this year, after the items in dispute, packaging them 
reaching a stalemate, both sides in groups to make them easier to dis- 
agreed to call in a federal mediator. cuss. 
Finally in late August, when media- "We had a package of issues that 
tion failed to bring about a contract, got resolved in a few minutes after 
both sides agreed to begin the arbi- Maclssac got permission to bar- 
tration process. gain," Burns said. "The chief and I 

Now the firefighters say the issues sat down with each other, trusted 
that were most difficult to resolve each other and in turn were more 
included: what normal duty entails, honest with each other." 
management rights, police associa- James A. Rhodes, village attorney 
tion rights, the role of the Board of and member of their negotiating 
Police and Fire Commissioners and team, agreed that Maclssac played 
how to handle jury duty now that an important role in getting the ne-
firefighters are no longer exempt gotiations moving again by showing 
from serving. firefighters that he wanted to run a 

Enter new Wheeling Fire Chief professional department. 
Keith S. Maclssac. "One of the underlying issues in 

Both sides agreed that Maclssac, the negotiations was the fact that we 
on the job since April, brought a had a fire chief retiring and a new 
new, fresh perspective to the chief coming in," he said. "But once 
stalemated talks. Maclssac showed the firefighters his 

"A fresh perspective helped," said theory of management and his defi- 
Anderson. "It was good to have nition of professionalism some of 
somebody new come in after we had their fears were released." For his 
been knocking our heads for three part, Maclssac refuses to take too 
and one-half years." much credit for his role in the agree- 

Maclssac said that he although he ment, preferring instead to focus on 
knew the negotiations were proceed- ways to heal any wounds the pro- 
ing less than smoothly when he took tracted negotiations may have left 
the job, resolving the dispute has on his department. 
been tougher on him than he thought "I can't take credit for every- 
it would be. thing," he said. "I had the benefit of 

"I'm a little bruised and beat up," 
he said. "But I'm still having fun. We See SETTLE on Page 3 

it/ crir. cf 
Continued from Page 1 

a perspective that nobody else had. I 
came in from the outside with no 
preconceived notions. 

Maclssac said that there are some 
"hurt feelings" as a result of the ne-
gotiations, but he has a three-
pronged plan of reconciliation for 
getting the department back on its 
collective feet. 

"The old adage that time heals all 
wounds is true," he said. "But I also  

want to have a close working rela-
tionship between the union officers 
and myself." 

Maclssac also wants to get fire-
fighters involved in decision making 
within the department. To this end 
he has committees writing specifica-
tions for a new fire engine, trying 
out new fire-retardent uniforms, 
putting together the budget for next 
year, organizing public education 
and coordinating training activities. 
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Rezoning of Wal-Mart site narrowly passes 

Wheeling Plan Commissioners 
narrowly approved Thursday re-
commending to the village board 
rezoning the proposed Wal-Mart 
site from residential to commer-
cial. 

Commissioners voted 3-2 to rec-
ommend the zoning change. Two 

a) ',.., -• 2.. = > .„2.,
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wal-Mart Stores Inc. ran into 
the first snag in its plan to build a 
Wheeling Wal-Mart when compa-
ny representatives went before the 
plan commission. 

After giving approval to the zon-
ing changes needed to allow Wal-
mart to build a department store 
and a Sam's Wholesale Club on 37 
acres of property bordered by the 
village of Wheeling on the east, 
Weiland Road on the west, McHen-
ry Road on the south and Lake-
Cook Road on the north, plan com-
missioners sent Wal-Mart repre-
sentatives back to the drawing 
board Thursday. 

Commissioners are unhappy  

the east, Weiland Road on the 
west, McHenry Road on the south 
and Lake-Cook Road on the north. 

Commissioners Frank A. Proiet-
ti and Dennis Rickey voted against 
the change. 

The village will have to annex 
the property on which the retailer 
hopes to build a Wal-Mart and a 
Sam's Wholesale Club. All proper-
ty annexed into the village is auto-
matically zoned for single-family 
housing. 

The village will annex the prop-
erty only if Wal-Mart receives ap-
proval from the plan commission, 
appearance commission and the 
zoning board of appeals. 

Village Planner Mark Janek 
said that village staff had deter-
mined that the property is unsuit- 

with the number of parking spaces 
Wal-Mart is requesting for the site 
and with the proximity of the 
Sam's Wholesale Club loading dock 
to the Cedar Run condominium 
complex. 

The plan calls for 1,700 parking 
spaces, about 300 more than the 
minimum the village would re-
quire for the two stores. 

"I will tell you upfront that I 
have a problem with the massive 
amount of parking spaces," Com-
missioner Terry Steilen said. 

While Wal-Mart representatives 
stressed they need those spaces, 
especially during the peak holiday 
shopping season, they did eventu-
ally agree to take another look at 
their design or at least present the 
commission with proof of their  

able for residential development. 
"Heavy vehicular traffic and 

noise pollution on Lake-Cook Road 
and McHenry Road are detrimen-
tal to residential zoning," Janek 
said. 

About 1 acre of the 37-acre site 
would be zoned for gas station-
type use. Although there are no 
plans for development of that 
property before the village at this 
time, rezoning of that parcel is 
part of the agreement for annexa-
tion between the village and the 
Schwind family, owners of the 
property. 

Commissioners also approved 
preliminary division of the proper-
ty. Wal-Mart is expected back be-
fore the plan commission on Dec. 
13. 

ability to fill 1,700 parking spaces. 
"We are willing to do whatever 

it takes to put a Wal-Mart in 
Wheeling," said David L. Reifman, 
attorney for Wal-Mart. 

"Parking is a major issue for us, 
but we are willing to take another 
look." 

Although Wal-Mart already has 
agreed to put up a fence and trees 
between the Sam's Wholesale Club 
and Cedar Run, commissioners 
want them to look at ways to fur-
ther buffer that area along with 
the rest of the site. 

"A buffer is meant to reduce the 
visual and noise impact of the site 
on surrounding areas, particularly 
Cedar Run," Village Planner Mark 
Janeck said. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Panel questions Wal-Mart parking needs 



Police earn accreditation 
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By APRIL HATTORI 
STAFft MITER 

Wieelin ou h dwarfed 
in size by the Chicago Police 
Department, the Wheeling 
Police have something their 
big city buddies don't have -
the stamp of approval by 
Commission on Accreditation 
for Law Enforcement Agen-
cies. 

Deputy Chief Michael Her-
mes said Chicago, like 45 
other municipalities in the 
state, is in the process of 
becoming accredited. 

The Wheeling Police 
Department is one of 14 Illi-
nois agencies to receive 
accreditation by the nation-
ally recognized group. Over 
166 departments in the coun-
try meet its list of require-
ments, which reads like a 
comprehensive zoning ordi-
nance. 

The quest for improving 
Wheeling law enforcement 
began in 1982 when the 
department took a hard look 
at itself. 

"We wanted to make our-
selves more credible," Her-
mes said. "It was important 
for us to match our standards 
with those nationwide." 

Instead of improving old 
rules, the department began 
with a new slate and rewrote 
every policy. 

The department instituted 
over 500 new policies, includ-
ing a Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee and a Police Advisory 
Committee. Both groups were 
charged with providing long 
range goals for police 

We wanted to 
make ourselves 
more credible. 

9 

Michael Hermes 
enforcement. 

Hermes noted that both 
volunteer committees submit-
ted similar goals for Wheel-
ing. 

"I was surprised. In other 
towns, the police and com-
munity usually have different 
goals," Hermes said. 

Suggested goals included 
focusing on gang support,  

expanding patrols and the 
continuing sobriety checks 
on Wheeling roads. 

Hermes said he is particu-
larly proud of the depart-
ment's Bias/Hate Crimes 
program, a project pioneered 
by the department. 

Before if someone sprays 
graffiti on a synagogue or 
Catholic church it was con-
sidered a normal offense. 
Now it's a separate offense. 
Before a bias/hate crime 
would just be considered 
criminal damage to property 
or battery. 

Hermes has found that 
minor crimes motivated by 
race or sexual orientation 
tend to escalate into more 
serious incidents if not care-
fully monitored. Thus, the 
department investigates 
every bias/hate crime thor-
oughly, rather than classify-
ing it as a conventional 
crime, he said. 

Officers say the national 
recognition has brought pride 
to the force, which endured a 
three-year accrediation pro-
cess. 

"It was a whole lot of 
work," Hermes said. "But 
worth it." 

nois State Water Survey. 
But under the FEMA program 

the village would make written de-
terminations for residents for $25, 
the same amount charged by the 
Illinois Water Survey. 

Klitzke said that the village re-
sponds to questions related to flood 
insurance and that explaining the 
flood map and how the determina-
tion works usually takes more 
time than making the actual deter-
mination would. 

"Right now we get three or four 
calls on the same piece of proper-
ty," he said. "We are hoping with 
the service fee that appraisers, 
mortgage companies and property 
owners could share the informa-
tion."  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Trustee Anthony'Al-
tieri Jr. and two others will run on 
the Wheeling Upward Party slate 
for three seats on the village 
board. 

Altieri will be joined on the 
slate by Village Clerk Lois J. 
Gaffke and Wheeling Township 
Trustee Edward Main. 

They are the first to announce 
they will seek the three open four-
year trustee terms in the April 
1991 election. 

Altieri has served on the village 
board since 1983. He is also a 
member of the Palwaukee Munic-
ipal Airport Commission. Before 
being elected trustee he was 
chairman of the Wheeling Plan 
Commission for seven years. 

"There are a lot of exciting 
things going on in the village 
right now," Altieri said. 

"I have gained experience with 
the village board and the airport 
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commission and I want to use 
that knowledge." 

Although the Upward Party 
platform is still sketchy, he 
pledged the candidates, if elect-
ed, will continue the fiscal respon-
siblity of the present village 
board. 

Altieri said although his run-
ning mates do not have experi-
ence as village trustees, they are 
both "extremely-well qualified." 

Gaffke has been village clerk 
since 1989. Before that she served 
for three years on the Wheeling 
Plan Commission. 

Main has been Wheeling Town-
ship trustee since 1986 and is also 
chairman of the Wheeling board 
of fire and police commissioners. 
He served on the Wheeling Ap 
pearance Commission for six 
years. 

Trustee James R. Whittington, 
who ran on the Upward Party 
slate four years ago, has decided 
not to seek re-election for person-
al reasons. 

By APRIL HATTORI 
STAFF WRITER 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents with flood in-
surance can expect to pay 5 per-
cent less on their premiums next 
year if the village's application un-
der the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency's community rat-
ing program is approved. 

FEMA created the community 
rating system to give communities 
a way to promote reduced flood 
loss and encourage the purchase of 
flood insurance. Wheeling is the 
14th Illinois municipality to apply 
to the program. 

Program officials began accept-
ing applications Oct. 1, and the vil-
lage must apply by Dec. 15 if resi- 
dents are to_get the flood insurance 

_ - — 

/ - — 7 c Wheelin me Wheeling residents voiced 
concern Monday about increased traffic from 
a proposal to develop a Wal-Mart shopping 
center on a 30-acre site west of Weiland 
Road. 

Wal-Mart officials estimated the center 
would increase traffic by 100 cars during 
rush hour around the site, located between 
Lake-Cook and McHenry Roads, just west of 
Weiland Road. 

"Route 83 is bad enough," said Mary 
Arvidson, president of the Cedar Run subdi-
vision, which is adjacent to the site. "I can 
only see it causing a tremendous problem." 

Arvidson said residents already have trou-
ble entering and exiting the subdivision off 
McHenry Road. She said a traffic light 
should be installed at the shopping center's 
entrance on McHenry Road to enable Cedar 
Run residents to regulate traffic. 

Wal-Mart's plans already include an addi-
tional light on Lake-Cook Road. 

Patrick Peery, real estate manager for 
Wal-Mart, said his company would gladly pay 
for a light on McHenry Road, which is owned 
by the state. 

But he said the state Department of 
Transportation would not authorize installa-
tion of a light before the shopping center is 
in operation. 

reduction in 1991. Village officials 
estimate about 400 residents now 
have flood insurance. 

Community development direc-
tor Michael Klitzke said there will 
probably be some changes in the 
program's requirments as it gets 
under way. 

"It is a new program and they 
haven't done any reviews yet," he 
said. "There will be some modifi-
cations as they go along. 

A cornerstone of the program is 
village determination of what 
property lies in a flood zone. Hous-
es bought with federal loans have 
to have flood insurance if they are 
on a flood plain, Klitzke said. That 
determination is usually made by 
private  consulting firms or the Illi- 

Wal-Mart eyes 30 acre 
site west of Weiland  

The proposal calls for a 114,000-square-foot 
Wal-Mart at the northwest corner of the prop-
erty and a 130,000-square-foot Sam's Ware-
house at the southeast corner. Both stores 
would share a parking lot that could hold 
1,700 cars. A Mobil gas station at the corner 
of Lake-Cook and Weiland Roads is also 
planned. 

But the construction of Sam's Warehouse, 
75 feet to 80 feet from Cedar Run homes, 
also has some residents worried about noise 
and safety. 

Sam's Warehouse loading dock will be 
built behind Donna Budzinski's home. "I live 
on the second floor and will have a bird's eye 
view of the trucks," she said. 

Aside from their concerns about the pro-
ject, though, many residents felt sales tax 
revenues from Wal-Mart and Sam's Ware-
house will be an advantage for the Wheeling. 

"If it don't come to Wheeling, it goes to 
Buffalo Grove," said Ed Main, who is consid-
ering a run for village trustee. 

Wal-Mart officials expect $25-30 million 
dollars in annual sales from Wal-Mart and 
$50-60 million from Sam's Warehouse. Wal-
Mart has six stores in the Chicago area 
including one in Vernon Hills and Naperville. 

The board is expected to vote on the mea-
sure in January. Three more public hearings 
on the project will be held in December. 
Wal-Mart officials said the center could be 
completed by December 1991. 

VVhegling seeking flood insurance break 
11321w4-
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WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

Volunteers sought for centennial celebration 
6,111D  

BY LYNN HERRICK 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

The Wheeling Centennial Commit-
tee will be asking area residents, 
"Are you involved" in hopes of get-
ting more volunteers to work on the 
village's 100th birthday celebration. 

Although the anniversary of 
Wheeling's incorporation, in 1994, is 
still four years away, the committee 
is already working to make the day's 
festivities memorable. 

'We need to start zeroing in on cer-
tain aspects of the celebration now,' 
committee member Ginger Gold-
man said. 'People often don't want to  

think four years in advance, but a lot 
of this needs to be thought of now,' 
she added. 

Hence the 'Are You Involved?' slo-
gan, which will start appearing on 
badges soon, committee member 
and village trustee Elizabeth Hart-
man said, adding the village board 
has approved giving money to the 
centennial celebration. 

The committee plans to meet 
monthly to plan what Goldman calls 
a 'blow out parade and picnic' at the 
Aug. 7, 1994 commemoration. 

In addition, the committee will de-
vise fund-raising ideas for the event,  
including an 18 month calender that  

will culminate in the birthday cele-
bration. 

'We are interested in perhaps get-
ting local businesses to sponsor a 
month each,' Hartman said. 

'We would also like to see local 
non-profit organizations sponsor a 
once a month event dealing with the 
centennial,' Goldman said, citing a 
local dance as a possibility. 

Dedicating a permanent com-
memoration of the event is also at 
the forefront of the committee's col-
lective minds. 'We are open to ideas 
on something to dedicate,' Goldman 
said. 'We don't know what kind of 
money we'll have, but when we know  

what it is we want, we'll work 
toward it.' 

The committee is also planning to 
start a 'star search' for entertain-
ment ideas. 'I would hope we could 
afford some known names,' Gold-
man said. 'Although Mel Torme is 
probably very expensive,' she 
laughed. 

In the time leading up to the cele-
bration, Goldman said, "We'll all be-
come Nancy Drew detectives at fes-
tivals around the area in the next 
few years, finding aspects of other 
local celebrations that might fit into 
Wheeling's centennial." 

op)90 
Barnett accepts funds 
for fight against balefill 
BY ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Bartlett trustees accepted the 
first contribution Tuesday from 
another municipality for the vil-
lage's five-year fight against a 
proposed balefill near its border. 

Officials say they hope the Vil-
lage of Wayne's $3,500 contribu-
tion to legal and consulting fees 
for fighting the approval of high-
tech landfill — called a balefill 
because garbage is compacted 
into bales before burial — is just 
the first. 

"We decided maybe those of us 
who live in Wayne ought to try to 
do a little something," Wayne 
Mayor Richard Lightfine told 
Bartlett trustees. 

Most recently Bartlett commis-
sioned a $5,000 to $6,000 study of 
alternatives to the balefill 
project, which was proposed by 
the Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County, a group of north 
and northwest suburban corn- 

munities. 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-

neers is considering granting a 
permit for the project, which is 
the last official hurdle before con-
struction can proceed. 

Now the village will turn to 21 
communities along the Fox Val-
ley and the Newark Valley 
Aquifer, an underground water 
supply that some officials have 
said may be threatened if the 
project proceeds. 

"We're going to be heading 
south raising cash," said Bartlett 
Village President John A. Stark. 

Bartlett has spent roughly 
$280,000 in its struggle to prevent 
the project from getting the state 
and federal permits that are 
needed. But despite sending sev-
eral letters to those communities 
that may be affected, none have 
responded or offered to contrib-
ute. 

But Stark said he believes the 
communities will be more respon-
sive to a personal request. 

4th of July 
raffle under way 

Village of Wheeling trustees 
gave the Wheeling Fourth of July 
Committee permission to begin 
raising funds for next year's cele-
bration. 

The committee will sell raffle 
tickets from Dec. 4, 1990 through 
May 1, 1991, for $10 each. One 
winner will be drawn each week 
from May 5 through July 4. 

The tickets will be sold at local 
businesses, through the mail and 
door to door. 

Water meter contract 
to 'Wisconsin firm 

Trustees voted to waive com-
petitive bid requirements and en-
ter into a water meter contract 
with Badger Meter Inc., of 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

Except for 1988, Badger Meter 

has provided water meters for 
the village since 1982. Several 
area municipalities, including 
Arlington Heights, Mount Pros-
pect and Des Plaines have waived 
bidding requirements to enter 
into an agreement with Badger. 

Approximately 95 percent of 
the meters purchased by the vil-
lage are for new homes and the 
cost is reimbursed by developers. 

Chinese restaurant 
coming to 1st Colonial 

Trustees gave a Wheeling resi-
dent permission to open up a Chi-
nese carry-out restaurant at First 
Colonial Commons on the south-
west corner of Hintz and Wheel-
ing Roads. 

Plan commission members rec-
ommended approval of the spe-
cial use permit to trustees after 
questions about garbage storage 
and litter were answered. 

aliment dwellers can recycle in Wheeling 
90 

BY BONNIE BOO H 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Residents of apartments, town 
houses and condominiums in the vil-
lage of Wheeling can now participate 
in the village's recycling program by 
having a newly designed recycling 
container placed on common ground 
within the development. 

But the service is not without a 
cost and officials of the village and 
Buffalo Grove/Wheeling Disposal 
Inc. said that may be the reason the 
new idea is not catching on as quick-
ly as  they had hoped. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Village Trustee James 
A. Whittington stressed that his 
reasons for not seeking re-election 
to the village board are personal 
and professional and he feels no 
animosity toward other board 
members. 

"I enjoyed working with the 
other trustees and I am going to 
miss it," he said Wednesday. "But 
I need to put my priorities back to-
gether a bit." 

Whittington, associate principal 
at Wheeling High School, said the 
combined demands of his job at 

There are about 11 multi-family 
housing complexes in the village and 
so far only one has expressed an in-
terest in the six-bin storage contain-
er. 

"Most multi-family complexes are 
on a budget and when they begin to 
work on new budgets I'm sure they 
will accept the recycling container," 
said Don Bulthuis, general manager 
of Wheeling/Buffalo Grove Disposal. 

While the waste management 
company would retain ownership of 
the bins after they are placed in an 
apartment or condominium com-
plex, they would charge a monthly 

the school and his work as trustee 
have become too much. When 
Whittington was appointed to the 
board in 1985 and when he ran for 
re-election in 1987, he was student 
activities director for Northwest 
Suburban High School District 214. 
He became associate principal at 
the high school in 1988. 

"There have been some conflict-
ing activities," he said. "I have 
been balancing and juggling a lot 
of things and I didn't want to bal-
ance a campaign with my work at 
the school." 

Whittington, who was born and 
raised in Wheeling, said he has en-
joyed having the opportunity to ad- 

fee for emptying the bin. 
Bulthuis would not say how much 

the program might cost because he 
said it was difficult to generalize. 
The fee would vary according to the 
size of the housing complex. 

The containers, about the same 
size as an apartment complex gar-
bage dumpster, would have six re-
movable bins that would hold alumi-
num, tin, glass and newspaper. 

Plastic would not be recycled un-
der this program because it would 
take up too much space in the con-
tainer. 

James Whittington 

dress issues facing the village and 
has come to understand them bet-
ter. However, he said a trustee is 
always learning. 

"Nobody annoints us with all the 
answers when we are elected," he 
said. "Being trustee has been a 
good, pleasant experience." 

"In the past most containers were 
made to be serviced by a garbage 
truck," Bulthuis said. "This contain-
er has removable bins so it can be 
serviced by one of our trucks." Un-
like the village's curbside recycling 
program where residents pay for the 
program whether using it or not, 
there is no way to make multi-family 
housing dwellers use the new pro-
gram. "At some point I suppose re-
cycling will become mandatory," 
said Craig G. Anderson, village man-
ager. "But for now there is nothing 
the village can do to make them re-
cycle." 

Trustee will give up his 
post with nQ animosity 
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Future of jobs 
Projected number of jobs for 2010 

in Chicago and suburbs 

1980 2010 % change 

Suburban Cook 
Chicago 
DuPage 
Lake 
Kane 
McHenry 
Wit 

1,114,000 1,566,300 +40.6 
1,583,000 1,682,800 +6.3 

284,700 641,500 +125.3 
162,000 306,700 +89.3 
119,100 174,400 +46.4 
47,000 73,200 +55.7 
91,700 134,100 +46.2 

Source: Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission 

Daily Herald Graphicm Bro 

.,,-,ig-HT.„, ug g _.(-D,A,_., 
t. ,...,..-.0t, 0 E.,-  7, ›, so rt t.1., = ‘,..5,  

(Dm li i?7, '6' 7-.-  -2' '"cn u".  = ti Z a Q.  ,a' E= „„ ep<  0 .r.. .", cn Da  ° .. 0 2 (r.°) -8 a 0 5 a' - - ia crcl ,.7,-.  F, 
CCD 

5. ,,, 53 .., 0, Fr, 8 
°'

ac, - ,..T,- ,„ ..-,-- 0 (.4 ,-.1 ,., ,-, 2 N CD er ''.. • CD CL --- ,--. n o m  0 a5,("): ,_,-- a crgcl.stocv.g.,,, cx. '" g• a -. g ca 5 - fa. cn o rti (.i" o o-  cl)  .„(1)  (-) 6' en = cn 5  a ,.,, -, ,..-- ,,, et) a -- a ....• . • a 5 co, 0  co 1-ri ''' ' 
cn ex C4 = CD 10 Oxy CD c . a 0.1' a. 2 c!,'' ,a.• 2 

5 a a) -2 w r„0  a ca. ca (-4 if g' a'a 

= , - ' ' A 3 Z.: 't° ?5,7, CD•61- P :

.1:, t

; 
ro ,..... ,..

,..-- 
0
°-  =.. .F

.D
."' 7 

,-• ..s - a,  6 o " '''l) 0.-  7 o n = .... > = :1"  - ;4- '0 o ,i,.,'"' ,n„ ...^o ,- ,,P.' u)  o a. 4:s• a, îo =" - n- o rn Cs • 1022° Fp C 2, 5-  74 RD c-  ep m.. 2  Dr ' 
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P;liji) ) Population in the Northwest suburbs (***t/ I( 

Projections for 2010 
1990 2010 % change 

Schaumburg 
Arlington Heights 
Des Plaines 
Mount Prospect 
Hoffman Estates 
Palatine 
Buffalo Grove 
Bartlett 
Wheeling 
Elk Grove Village 
Streamwood 
Hanover Park 
Rolling Meadows 
Prospect Freights 
Barrington 
Inverness 
Long Grove 
Barrington Hills 
Lake Barrington 
South Barrington 
North Barrington 

Chicago 

66,781 
75,251 
52,805 
51,650 
45,555 
36,166 
34,550 
19,184 
29,786 
33,154 
29,540 
32,385 
22,210 
15,370 
9,369 
6,443 
4,544 
3,262 
3,821 
2,933 
1,560 

2,725,979 

86,959 
79,444 
62,762 
53,976 
51,517 
46,218 
46,018 
41,912 
40,164 
39,767 
39,380 
37,914 
22,486 
15,168 
12,496 
9,201 
6,691 
5,942 
4,903 
4,791 
3,053 

3,155,000 

+30.2 
+5.5 

+18.8 
+4.5 

+13.0 
+27.7 
+33.1 

+118.4 
+34.8 
+19.9 
+33.3 
+17.0 

+33.3 
+42.8 
+47.2 
+82.1 
+28.3 
+63.3 
+95.7 

+15.7 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission 

Panel: Pace of suburban jobs 
boom to pick up even more 

,1110. 

BY DAVE 1INNEY 
and DIANE DUNGEY 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Spurred partly by growth along 
the Lake-Cook Road corridor, the 
Northeastern Illinois Planning Com-
mission Wednesday pushed up its 
long-range estimate for total jobs in 
suburban Cook County by nearly 15 
percent. 

The 20-year employment projec-
tion released by the planning agency 
'as part of several key counts that 
Vnt to one undeniable and not-so- 

Ft.
* ising conclusion: People and "T 

',,are still coming to the North-
- 

 
are

in droves. 
e„, lie most significant change is in 
"Weyment figures," said Max  

Dieber, research director for the 
Northeastern Illinois Planning Com-
mission. "It's much more than we 
previously forecast." 

The commission estimates by 2010 
suburban Cook will have 1.56 million 
jobs, up from the 1.1 million jobs 
counted in the 1980 census. The pro-
jection represents a 14.5 percent in-
crease of 198,100 jobs over long-
range estimates made by the plan-
ning agency just two years ago. 

"A very large percentage of the in-
crease is along the Lake-Cook corri-
dor and in Northfield, Palatine and 
Wheeling townships," Dieber said. 

By comparison, population in-
creases appear to be much more 
modest. The commission increased 
its headcount for 2010 by 2.7 percent 

N 

C- 
`-< 

from 1988 to 2.4 million up from 2.2 
million in 1980. Chicago is estimated 
to have 3.1 million residents by 2010. 

The population estimates in subur-
ban Cook generally were nudged up-
ward after numerous claims from 
municipalities that the projections 
were low, Dieber said. 

According to the new projections, 
the five largest Northwest suburbs 
20 years from now in terms of popu-
latton will be Schaumburg (86,959), 
Arlington Heights (79,444), Des 
Plaines (62,762), Mount Prospect 
(53,976) and Hoffman Estates 
(51,517). Schaumburg now trails Arl-
ington Heights in population, accord-
ing to preliminary 1990 census fig-
ures from October. 

In the entire Chicago area, the 
Continued from Page 1 

but not as quickly as Lake, the NIPC 
numbers showed. 

When metropolitan counties are 
added together, NIPC's 2010 esti-
mates predict a total of 8,327,900 peo-
ple will be living in the Chicago area, 
up from the 7.1 million counted in the 
1980 census. Because of jumps in 
growth projections for Lake and 
McHenry and Will counties, the total 
number reflects a 1.8 percent in-
crease over 1988 estimates. 

"If you just look at all the growth 
out here - all the companies that 
are coming in and all of the traffic -
you can tell our numbers are going 
to be up," said Rita Athas, executive 
director of the Northwest Municipal 
Conference. "This is no surprise." 

What Athas and other suburban 
leaders hope, however, is that the 
numbers will bolster their argument 
that the suburbs deserve greater po-
litical representation - particularly 
when it comes time to redraw Con-
gressional maps. 

"Not to say the city is less import-
ant," Athas said, "but as the popula-
tion shifts, the suburbs need to be 
considered for more road projects. 
Our needs need to be given consider-
ation." 

Dieber, NIPC's research director, 
said the agency's new figures -
based partly on talks with municipal  

largest suburbs in 2010 are forecast 
by NIPC to be Aurora (148,317) and 
Naperville (126,738). 

The study forecasts suburban 
Cook will have 961,800 housing units 
by 2010 - a 1.8 percent revision up-
ward from the forecast two years 
ago and an increase over 1980's  

count of 785,700 housing units. 
In terms of housing, population 

and employment gains, Lake County 
boasts the biggest revisions upward 
in the study. Cook, DuPage, Kane, 
McHenry and Will all will grow - 

See NIPC on Page 4 
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Health van 
makes visit 

Daily Herald Graphic 

and county officials and preliminary for at least two years without need 
U.S. Census counts - should stand for revision. 

BY BONNIE BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

• Some types of home businesses 
in Wheeling may no longer be ille-
gal if trustees pass an ordinance 
now being drafted. 

Although home occupations are 
now prohibited by Wheeling mu-
nicipal code, village officials esti-
mate that there are at least 100 
businesses now being operated out 
of private homes. 

"A lot of businesses are techni-
cally in violation of the village 
code," said Village Manager Craig 
G. Anderson. "So we have looked 
at what other villages are doing 
and where we ought to go on this 
issue." 

The village is not  considering li-
_ 

Wheeling may allow some home businesses 
Mt, .Tt ) Visp  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

censing or inspecting these busi-
nesses, which range from secre-
tarial to day-care services, so the 
village would not get additional 
revenue or incur administrative 
costs under the ordinance. And 
certain businesses would continue 
to be prohibited, including beauty 
salons, motor vehicle repair and 
manufacturing. 

Anderson said that the village 
has received very few complaints 
about businesses being run out of 
homes and that the ones he has 
received have been seasonal in na-
ture. 

"The complaints appear at cer-
tain times of the year," he said. 
"And are usually related to busi-
nesses like landscaping. Frankly, 
these complaints usually disap- 

pear and we haven't been real di-
rect in addressing them." 

Trustee William A. Rogers said 
that he has seen vans parked in 
driveways around the village and 
watched four or five people come 
and take the vans elsewhere. 

"Neighbors don't appreciate 
that and shouldn't be subjected to 
it," he said. 

The ordinance would prohibit 
outdoor storage of equipment or 
materials, and also stipulate the 
the operation of the business could 
not cause an increase in noise or 
traffic in the neighborhood, or any 
electrical interference. 

"When there is a complaint we 
need to have some guidelines to 
look to," said Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz. 

Area residents who meet Cook 
County low-income eligibility re-
quirements can get free health test-
ing outside of the Wheeling Village 
Hall Thursday when the Cook County 
"Wellness on Wheels Van" comes to 
town. 

The van will be outside of Village 
Hall at 255 W. Dundee Road from 8 to 
11:30 a.m. Appointments are neces- 
sary because financial eligibility 
must be determined. 

The clinic will offer a physical ex-
amination by a family nurse practi-
tioner. Vision and hearing tests, nu-
trition and weight consultations, in-
oculations for measles, tetanus, 
mumps and rubella, and tests for 
anemia, diabetes and high blood 
pressure will also be available. 

Students entering high school or 
college may also be eligible for the 
physical examination. 

"This may help out people who or-
dinarily put their health care on the 
back burner," said Dr. Bruce M. 
Portnoy, a member of the Wheeling 
Board of Health and an optometrist. _ _ 
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deadline set for Wheeling 911 Jul 
AD • s i i  

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's Enhanced 911 advisory 
board has set a tight schedule for 
purchasing and installing the equip-
ment necessary to get the village's 
emergency system up and running 
on July 22. 

That is the date that Illinois Bell 
will cut Wheeling into the 911 net-
work. If the village is not ready it 
could be two more years before an-
other open date comes along. 

"Illinois Bell sets the date based 
on when the referendum was passed  

and when the contracts were 
signed," said J. Michael Hermes, 
Wheeling deputy chief of police. "We 
have no choice. It's a tight schedule 
but we should have no problems 
meeting it. We have to do it now or 
they say 'go to the back of the line."' 

The next step for the advisory 
board, made up of two members 
from the police department, two 
members from the fire department 
and the communications center su-
pervisor, is to present its equipment 
wish list to the Emergency Tele-
phone System Board. 

The committee has visited area  

fire and police departments that use 
the enhanced 911 system and has 
determined that it will cost roughly 
$300,000 for the necessary equip-
ment. They will ask the emergency 
telephone systems board, made up 
of the village trustees, to approve 
the expenditure when it meets Jan. 
14. 

After the purchase is approved the 
advisory committee will enter into 
contract negotiations with Ameri-
tech Inc., which is the agent for all 
four of the companies that make 911 
equipment. 

"Every municipality in the area 
has gone directly to Ameritech," 
Hermes said. 

If everything goes according to 
schedule, installation of the equip-
ment will begin April 15. Illinois Bell 
will begin testing the system April 30 
to get ready for the July 22 start up. 

Voters approved the enhanced 911 
system last November. The system 
automatically provides dispatchers 
with a caller's address and phone 
number, allowing them to trace calls 
that sometimes only last a few sec-
onds. 

Planners 
/==m-/Y- 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Plan Commission 
approved Wal-Mart Inc.'s pro-
posed site plan Thursday, leaving 
appearance commission approval 
as the last go-ahead developers 
need before trustees will vote to 
annex their site into the village. 

The proposed 37-acre site, where 
Wal-Mart wants to build a Sam's 
Wholesale Club and Wal-Mart de-
partment store is now bordered by 
village limits on the east. It is bor-
dered by Weiland Road on the 
west, McHenry Road on the south 
and Lake-Cook Road on the north. 

Wal-Mart engineers worked with 
village staff and residents of the 
Cedar Run condominium complex, 

BY ANNE CHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

In an apparent move to push along 
approval of a high-tech landfill near 
Bartlett, the Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County has offered to 
contribute money for the creation 
and preservation of wildlife habitat 
and to add more underground water 
supply monitors. 

But the proposal has landfill oppo-
nents angry, calling the offer a bribe 
and saying that such privately dis-
cussed changes squeeze the public 
out of the project. 

In a letter to the Illinois Depart-
ment of Conservation, SWANNC of-
fered to establish a surcharge on the 
fees for using the balefill - so called 
because trash will be compacted into  

bordering the site on the east, to 
come up with the revised plan that 
met with commissioners' approv-
al. Commissioners had been un-
happy with the number of parking 
spaces at the site and the proximi-
ty of the Sam's Wholesale Club 
loading dock to the Cedar Run 
complex. 

Although Wal-Mart eliminated 
49 parking spaces and added 
buffering between the stores and 
the road, and between the back of 
Sam's and Cedar Run, one com-
missioner voted against approval 
of the site plan. 

"I am not comfortable with this 
plan because of the parking spac-
es," said Commissioner Steve 
Walanka. "I still think 1,400 is too 
many." 

bales before burial. Those fees - 50 
cents per ton during the first six 
years of operation and $1 per ton for 
the remainder of the balefill's life - 
would be "collected by SWANCC and 
paid to the Department of Conserva-
tion in trust," the letter said. 

"Those funds will be used by the 
department, at its discretion, for the 
purpose of creation, preservation, 
enhancement and protection of habi-
tat," it said. 

SWANNC also agreed to increase 
protection of the Bluff Springs Fen 
Nature Preserve in Elgin by install-
ing six additional groundwater moni-
toring wells in the area and includ-
ing the fen in a groundwater protec-
tion plan secured by a trust fund. 

"They're offering us what 
amounts to a bribe" said Mary 

The revised plan also calls for 
the Sam's truck dock to be moved 
eliminating an entrance to the pro-
posed shopping center on McHen-
ry Road and turning the dock 
around so that it is no longer paral-
lel to the back yard of some Cedar 
Run residents. 

"I think we came out the best we 
could," said Mary Arvidson, presi-
dent of the Cedar Run Homeown-
er's Association. "They made 
some substantial changes from 
their original plans. It looks like 
we are getting some good neigh-
bors." 

If the appearance commission 
approves the plan when it meets 
on Dec. 19, village trustees will 
consider the annexation agree-
ment in January. 

Byrne, president of the Citizens 
Against the Balefill. She also criti-
cized SWANCC for altering the 
project without notifying the public. 

"When the public has no input on 
the changes, that's bad," she said. 

SWANCC officials, Illinois Depart-
ment of Conservation and the Army 
Corps of Engineers, which is consid-
ering whether or not to issue the fi-
nal permit SWANCC needs, were un-
available for comment. 

In April, conservation department 
officials came out against the 
project, citing the landfill's possible 
threat to nearby underground water 
supplies and its effect on wildlife at 
the site. A report prepared later by 
the Army Corps of Engineers said 
the balefill would not harm the water 
supply if it is built as designed. 

• 

ye OK to Wal-Mart proposal 

Balefill agency's money offer 
labeled a bribe by opponents 

Sp wk.  votq to include new political party 
la al -110- rhi,  
BY B NIE Bcom ning under the Citizens Action Par- Until April 1990, garbage was 

Daily Herald Staff Writer ty banner are Michael Lynch, 36, picked up twice a week. But after 
of 675 Longtree Lane, and David new state laws for the handling of 
Devito, 35, of 638 Merle Avenue. yard waste were enacted by the 

Lynch has served as president of state, the village changed to once- 
the Wheeling Jaycees, has an in- a-week garbage pick up and once- 
terest in firefighting, and corn- a-week yard waste pick up. 
mutes to Chicago to work in the in-
surance business. 

"No one seems happy with the 
once-a-week pick up," she said. 

Abruscato, Lynch and Devito 
will face off against three Upward 
Party candidates: Trustee Antho-
ny Altieri Jr., Village Clerk Lois 
Gaffke and Wheeling Township 
Trustee Edward H. Main. 

When they close the curtain be-
hind them in the voting booths next 
spring, Wheeling voters will see a 
new political party fielding three 
trustee candidates on their ballots. 

The party, the Citizens Action 
Party, has been formed by incum-
bent trustee Judy Abruscato, who 
will be seeking her second term as 
trustee in the April elections. 

"I believe we need to have a two-
party system," Abruscato said. "I 
ran as an independent during the 
last election but I feel that you 
need to belong, to think in some 
realms that are the same." 

The other two candidates run- 

Some residents have complained 
about the change. And Abruscato 

Devito was raised in the village said other municipalities are also 
and attended Wheeling High considering how to handle yard 
School. He is the owner of a busi- waste. 
ness in Palatine. 

"We need to get younger candi-
dates involved," Abruscato said. 
"Sometimes fresh ideas are better 
than established ones. 

Abruscato said garbage pick-up 
will probably become one of the is-
sues of the election. 





Bernie Koeppen, Wheelings first full-time fire chief, retired after 43 years of service to the village. 

New fire chief made a big impact swn LY-1.R 30 90 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The first year of the decade 
brought some changes in the faces 
that help shape Wheeling and the 
resolution of one issue that had pla-
gued the village for several years. 

A new fire chief, village planner 
and Wheeling High School principal 
brought fresh perspectives to the vil-
lage. And in the case of Fire Chief 
Keith S. Maclssac that new perspec-
tive was credited with narrowly 
avoiding arbitration on more than 30 
issues that had kept the firefighters 
working without a contract for five 
years. 

1990 was also the year that Wheel-
ing residents saw some success in 
negotiating with or defeating devel-
opers who wanted to change the face 
of the village. 

Both Saftey-Kleen Corp. and Wal-
Mart Inc. upset residents with their 
plans to build in the village. After 
twice failing to file the necessary 
paperwork to apply for the permit to 
build a hazardous waste storage site 
in the village, Saftey-Kleen repre-
sentatives decided to locate the facil-
ity in Elgin. 

And after meeting with residents 
of the Cedar Run condominiums, 
Wal-Mart representatives made sig-
nificant changes to their plan for a 
Wheeling Wal-Mart and Sam's 
Wholesale Club. The plans still await 
final village approval. 

However, residents were less suc-
cessful in getting village officials to 
return to twice-a-week curbside gar-
bage pick-up after trustees voted 
early in the year to pick up garbage 
one day a week and designated the 
other day for pick up of yard waste 
and recyclaLles. 

Other happenings in Wheeling 
may not have played as big a role in 
shaping the village for the next cen-
tury, but they speak to the spirit of 
the community and to its shortcom-
ings. 

The following is a sampling of 
those events — some happy, some 
sad, some seemingly never-ending 
— that made headlines in 1990: 

The top story 
Sighs of relief were heard from 

both the village and its firefighters 
when an agreement was reached on 
all but one of the issues that had kept 
the two sides from reaching a con-
tract agreement for four years. 

The settlement came just days be-
fore the two sides were scheduled to 
present the case to a federal arbitra-
tor. 

Contract clashes began months be-
fore the last agreement expired on 
April 30, 1986, when firefighters de-
cided to include lieutenants in their 
union. After the village refused to 
recognize the lieutenants talks broke 
down and last April a federal media-
tor was called in. In August an 
agreement still had not been 
reached so both sides agreed to call 
in an arbitrator. 

But in an effort to avoid the costly 
arbitration process, estimated to be 
in the four-figure range, Maclssac 
and Firefighter's Union President 
Bart Burns began to chat informally 
about the issues, which included 
what normal duty entails, manage-
ment rights, police association 
rights, the role of the Board of Police 
and Fire Commissioners and how to 
handle jury duty now that fire-
fighters are no longer exempt from 
serving. 

Both sides agree that Maclssac 
brought a fresh perspective to the 
stalemated talks and that once fire-
fighters saw he wanted to involve 
them in some of the decisions that 
would affect them, negotiations went 
much smoother. 

Firefighter morale has been low 
but Maclssac will have until- April 
1993, when this contract expires, to 
heal the wounds that the protracted 
negotiations left on his department. 

Top business story , 
Wal-Mart Inc. hit the Chicagoland 

area hard in 1990, opening stores in 
Lake Zurich, Streamwood, Vernon 
Hills, Bl000mingdale, Crystal Lake 
and Naperville. 

Whispers that a Wheeling Wal-
Mart might be in the retailing gi-
ant's plans began circulating in the 
village in early summer but no offi-
cial word was given about the corpo-
ration's plans until they began talk-
ing with residents who will border 
the proposed stores — a Sam's  

Wholesale Club is also part of the 
plan — in October. 

Wal-Mart representatives want 
the village to annex the proposed site 
bordered by the village limits on the 
east, Weiland Road on the west, 
McHenry Road on the south and 
Lake-Cook Road on the north. 

But the village will not finalize the 
annexation agreement until Wal-
Mart has approval from the village's 
Plan and Appearance commissions 
and the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Representatives of the retailer 
have been successful so far in the ap-
proval process but not without mak-
ing significant changes, including 
the relocation of the Sam's Ware-
house loading dock and eliminating 
49 parking spaces, in their plans to 
suit both plan commissioners and 
residents of Cedar Run. 

Wal-Mart expects the 115,000-
square-foot Wal-Mart to have at 
least $25 million in sales in its first 
year, while the Sam's is expected to 
make about $50 million. 

Representatives will go back be-
fore the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
one last stint in January and if all 
goes according to their plan, be back 
before the Wheeling Village Board in 
late January for final approval of 
their plans and the signing of the an-
nexation agreement. 

The stores would be open in the 
spring of 1992. 

Thomas W. Shirley retired from 
his job as principal of Wheeling 
High School, a post he held for 
25 years. 

End of an era 
It was actually the end of two eras 

in Wheeling in 1990 when two public 
servants traded their jobs for retire-
ment. 

Thomas W. Shirley resigned after 
25 years as principal of Wheeling 
High School and Bernhardt 0. Koep-
pen, the village's first fire chief, re-
tired after 43 years of fighting fires. 

Shirley, who was named assistant 
principal when Wheeling High 
School opened in 1964, retired in 
June at the age of 60, after spending 
34 of his 38 years in education in 
Northwest Suburban High School 
District 214. 

He was replaced on July 2 by Eliz-
abeth Ann Ennis, the first female 
principal in District 214. She has held 
jobs as director of high school and 
adult education in the Oklahoma Ciy 
public school system and as princi-
pal of Hammond High School in Indi-
ana. Right before coming to Wheel-
ing she worked as a graduate assist- 

ant in the Danforth Principal 
Preparation Program at the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma while she was com-
pleting her doctorate in education. 

And just as it was difficult to pic-
ture Wheeling High School without 
Shirley, it was not easy to picture the 
Wheeling Fire Department without 
Koeppen. 

Koeppen, who began as a volun-
teer firefighter with the village in 
1947, retired March 31 at the age of 
65. In 1950 he became the assistant 
fire chief in what was still an all-vol-
unteer department. He guided the 
firefighters through three station 
moves and brought national atten-
tion to the department when he de-
clared red dead and had all the vil-
lage's fire engines painted lime-
green. 

Koeppen was replaced by 31-year-
old Maclssac, who left the position of 
director of emergency services/fire 
chief for the Lake Zurich Fire Res-
cue Department. MacIssac, who be-
gan his new job April 16, was chosen 
from 25 applicants. 

Most controversial 
Police Chief Michael Haeger contin-
ued his practice of publicly accusing 
his officers of violating department 
disciplinary regulations. But this 
time he charged Police Officer Rob-
ert Pressley, perhaps Wheeling's 
most controversial police officer. 

Pressley was charged with violat-
ing department codes that prohibit 
officers from taking breaks within 
the first two hours of their shifts and 
taking breaks that exceed 15 min-
utes. Haeger stated that Pressley 
went to a gas station just outside vil-
lage boundaries on at least four oc-
casions in October and November of 
1989. When questions about the 
charges Pressley did not tell the 
truth, according to the charges. 

Pressley was found guilty of the 
charges by the Board of Fire and Po-
lice Commissioners in November but 
his lawyers are planning to appeal. 
They say that the charges are evi-
dence of Haeger's continued at-
tempts to rid the police department 
of its only black police officer. 

Pressley's 1983 racial discrimina-
tion suit against the village, in which 
he charges that Haeger denied him 
salary increases and falsely accused 
him of illicit sexual activity in a case 
that was later dropped by the police 
and fire commission, is scheduled to 
be heard in U.S. District Court in 
early 1991. 

Top school story 
Wheeling Elementary School Dis-

trict 21's continued growing in 1990 
but the change was so dramatic that 
it took district officials by surprise, 
forcing them to step up their efforts 
to remodel or enlarge all of the 11 
schools in the district. 

District officials expected enroll-
ment to rise steadily but were 
suprised by the 6 percent increase. 
The largest increases were at Rob-
ert Frost Elementary School in 
Mount Prospect, the school at the 
bottom of the remodeling priority 
list. 

Remodeling plans for Mark Twain 
Elementary School in Wheeling are 
almost complete and that work is 
slated to begin in the spring. And 
voters in November gave the School 
Board permission to build a new 
Walt Whitman Fllamantary Sehnnl in  

Daily Herald Map 

figures in Palwaukee's master plan 
are waiting and wondering if and 
when they will be able to move. 

Residents near the intersection of 
Hintz and Wolf Roads should know 
sometime in 1991 what will happen to 
their land. The environmental im-
pact study of the relocation of that 
intersection to a spot further west of 
the airport will be completed and re-
viewed in the spring of 1991. 

The relocation is needed, airport 
officials say, because the airport's 
longest runway ends too close to the 
intersection. 

The intersection relocation is just 
one part of the plan to bring the air-
port up to Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration standards. Joint owners of 
the airport, the village of Wheeling 
and the city of Prospect Heights, will 
be considering the capital improve-
ments for some time to come and it 
is likely that the airport improve-
ments will be the story that wouldn't 
die for years to come. 

Happiest story 
The Wheeling Historical Society 

brought Christmas to village resi-
dents in grand fashion once again 
this year when Lollipop Lane opened 
for its 18th year at the church in 
Chamber Park. 

More than 1,000 children visted 
Santa this year. And with the old 
tradition the historical society also 
began a new one. For the first time 
the society sold commemorative 
Christmas tree ornaments that are 
engraved with "Lollipop Lane 1990." 

Saddest story 
When the Wheeling Park District 

bought the land that the Koeppen 
vegetable stand has sat on since the 
1920s, the news brought sadness to 
15-year-old Greg Koeppen, propri-
etor for the past three years, and his 
regular customers. 

His family had been warily eyeing 
the development around them for 
years, knowing that it was only a 
matter of time before Wickes Furni-
ture Co. sold the property. Although 
the closing of the stand became inev-
itable in 1990, park district officials 
are not sure when they will tear 
down the stand and the house and 
barn behind it to make way for the 
pool and recreational center they 
plan to build on the 17 acres sand-
wiched between the Wickes store 
and Village .  Hall on Dundee Road. 

Stories to watch 
The park district paid $1 million 

for that land and in 1990 hired an ar-
chitectural firm to begin prelimi-
nary plans for the sports complex 
which could include a swimming 
pool, community recreation build-
ing, jogging paths, parking and a 
reservoir to handle flood waters. 

Preliminary proposals call for the 
complex to be completed by the sum-
mer of 1992 but park district com-
missioners have said that is an opti-
mistic projection. The year 1991 will 
be spent looking over preliminary 
plans and preparing cost estimates 
with construction possibly beginning F-141111111=111111i Akt 



Greg Koeppen bags sweet corn at his family's farm stand on 
Dundee Road. Wheeling residents will be sad to see the stand go 
when the Wheeling Park District, who purchased the land last 
summer, begins construction on its new sports complex. 
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Wal-Mart representatives made sig-
nificant changes to their plan for a 
Wheeling Wal-Mart and Sam's 
Wholesale Club. The plans still await 
final village approval. 

However, residents were less suc-
cessful in getting village officials to 
return to twice-a-week curbside gar-
bage pick-up after trustees voted 
early in the year to pick up garbage 
one day a week and designated the 
other day for pick up of yard waste 
and recyclalles. 

Other happenings in Wheeling 
may not have played as big a role in 
shaping the village for the next cen-
tury, but they speak to the spirit of 
the community and to its shortcom-
ings. 

The following is a sampling of 
those events — some happy, some 
sad, some seemingly never-ending 
— that made headlines in 1990: 

The top story 
Sighs of relief were heard from 

both the village and its firefighters 
when an agreement was reached on 
all but one of the issues that had kept 
the two sides from reaching a con-
tract agreement for four years. 

The settlement came just days be-
fore the two sides were scheduled to 
present the case to a federal arbitra-
tor. 

Contract clashes began months be-
fore the last agreement expired on 
April 30, 1986, when firefighters de-
cided to include lieutenants in their 
union. After the village refused to 
recognize the lieutenants talks broke 
down and last April a federal media-
tor was called in. In August an 
agreement still had not been 
reached so both sides agreed to call 
in an arbitrator. 

But in an effort to avoid the costly 
arbitration process, estimated to be 
in the four-figure range, Maclssac 
and Firefighter's Union President 
Bart Burns began to chat informally 
about the issues, which included 
what normal duty entails, manage-
ment rights, police association 
rights, the role of the Board of Police 
and Fire Commissioners and how to 
handle jury duty now that fire-
fighters are no longer exempt from 
serving. 

Both sides agree that Maclssac 
brought a fresh perspective to the 
stalemated talks and that once fire-
fighters saw he wanted to involve 
them in some of the decisions that 
would affect them, negotiations went 
much smoother. 

Firefighter morale has been low 
but Maclssac will have until• April 
1993, when this contract expires, to 
heal the wounds that the protracted 
negotiations left on his department. 

Top business story , 
Wal-Mart Inc. hit the Chicagoland 

area hard in 1990, opening stores in 
Lake Zurich, Streamwood, Vernon 
Hills, Bl000mingdale, Crystal Lake 
and Naperville. 

Whispers that a Wheeling Wal-
Mart might be in the retailing gi-
ant's plans began circulating in the 
village in early summer but no offi-
cial word was given about the corpo-
ration's plans until they began talk-
ing with residents who will border 
the proposed stores — a Sam's 

Wal-Mart representatives want 
the village to annex the proposed site 
bordered by the village limits on the 
east, Weiland Road on the west, 
McHenry Road on the south and 
Lake-Cook Road on the north. 

But the village will not finalize the 
annexation agreement until Wal-
Mart has approval from the village's 
Plan and Appearance commissions 
and the Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Representatives of the retailer 
have been successful so far in the ap-
proval process but not without mak-
ing significant changes, including 
the relocation of the Sam's Ware-
house loading dock and eliminating 
49 parking spaces, in their plans to 
suit both plan commissioners and 
residents of Cedar Run. 

Wal-Mart expects the 115,000-
square-foot Wal-Mart to have at 
least $25 million in sales in its first 
year, while the Sam's is expected to 
make about $50 million. 

Representatives will go back be-
fore the Zoning Board of Appeals for 
one last stint in January and if all 
goes according to their plan, be back 
before the Wheeling Village Board in 
late January for final approval of 
their plans and the signing of the an-
nexation agreement. 

The stores would be open in the 
spring of 1992. 

Thomas W. Shirley retired from 
his job as principal of Wheeling 
High School, a post he held for 
25 years. 

End of an era 
It was actually the end of two eras 

in Wheeling in 1990 when two public 
servants traded their jobs for retire-
ment. 

Thomas W. Shirley resigned after 
25 years as principal of Wheeling 
High School and Bernhardt 0. Koep-
pen, the village's first fire chief, re-
tired after 43 years of fighting fires. 

Shirley, who was named assistant 
principal when Wheeling High 
School opened in 1964, retired in 
June at the age of 60, after spending 
34 of his 38 years in education in 
Northwest Suburban High School 
District 214. 

He was replaced on July 2 by Eliz-
abeth Ann Ennis, the first female 
principal in District 214. She has held 
jobs as director of high school and 
adult education in the Oklahoma Ciy 
public school system and as princi-
pal of Hammond High School in Indi-
ana. Right before coming to Wheel-
ing she worked as a graduate assist- 

sity of Oklahoma while she was com-
pleting her doctorate in education. 

And just as it was difficult to pic-
ture Wheeling High School without 
Shirley, it was not easy to picture the 
Wheeling Fire Department without 
Koeppen. 

Koeppen, who began as a volun-
teer firefighter with the village in 
1947, retired March 31 at the age of 
65. In 1950 he became the assistant 
fire chief in what was still an all-vol-
unteer department. He guided the 
firefighters through three station 
moves and brought national atten-
tion to the department when he de-
clared red dead and had all the vil-
lage's fire engines painted lime-
green. 

Koeppen was replaced by 31-year-
old Maclssac, who left the position of 
director of emergency services/fire 
chief for the Lake Zurich Fire Res-
cue Department. Maclssac, who be-
gan his new job April 16, was chosen 
from 25 applicants. 

Most controversial 
Police Chief Michael Haeger contin-
ued his practice of publicly accusing 
his officers of violating department 
disciplinary regulations. But this 
time he charged Police Officer Rob-
ert Pressley, perhaps Wheeling's 
most controversial police officer. 

Pressley was charged with violat-
ing department codes that prohibit 
officers from taking breaks within 
the first two hours of their shifts and 
taking breaks that exceed 15 min-
utes. Haeger stated that Pressley 
went to a gas station just outside vil-
lage boundaries on at least four oc-
casions in October and November of 
1989. When questions about the 
charges Pressley did not tell the 
truth, according to the charges. 

Pressley was found guilty of the 
charges by the Board of Fire and Po-
lice Commissioners in November but 
his lawyers are planning to appeal. 
They say that the charges are evi-
dence of Haeger's continued at-
tempts to rid the police department 
of its only black police officer. 

Pressley's 1983 racial discrimina-
tion suit against the village, in which 
he charges that Haeger denied him 
salary increases and falsely accused 
him of illicit sexual activity in a case 
that was later dropped by the police 
and fire commission, is scheduled to 
be heard in U.S. District Court in 
early 1991. 

Top school story 
Wheeling Elementary School Dis-

trict 21's continued growing in 1990 
but the change was so dramatic that 
it took district officials by surprise, 
forcing them to step up their efforts 
to remodel or enlarge all of the 11 
schools in the district. 

District officials expected enroll-
ment to rise steadily but were 
suprised by the 6 percent increase. 
The largest increases were at Rob-
ert Frost Elementary School in 
Mount Prospect, the school at the 
bottom of the remodeling priority 
list. 

Remodeling plans for Mark Twain 
Elementary School in Wheeling are 
almost complete and that work is 
slated to begin in the spring. And 
voters in November gave the School 
Board permission to build a new 
Walt Whitman Elementary School in 
Wheeling to the tune of about $4.75 
million. 

The district will not have to bor-
row money or raise taxes to imple-
ment any of their grand-scale build-
ing plans. The money will come from 
the interest earned from the dis-
trict's working cash fund. The inter-
est income is estimated at $750,000 
annually. 

Story that won't die 
When the Palwaukee Municipal 

Airport Commission decided to 
spend $83 million on a 12-year capital 
improvement plan they hoped it 
would be just that — a 12-year plan. 
But as with any plan that involves 
federal and state funding, progress 
has been slow and most of the resi-
dents whose homes sit on land that 
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figures in Palwaukee's master plan 
are waiting and wondering if and 
when they will be able to move. 

Residents near the intersection of 
Hintz and Wolf Roads should know 
sometime in 1991 what will happen to 
their land. The environmental im-
pact study of the relocation of that 
intersection to a spot further west of 
the airport will be completed and re-
viewed in the spring of 1991. 

The relocation is needed, airport 
officials say, because the airport's 
longest runway ends too close to the 
intersection. 

The intersection relocation is just 
one part of the plan to bring the air-
port up to Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration standards. Joint owners of 
the airport, the village of Wheeling 
and the city of Prospect Heights, will 
be considering the capital improve-
ments for some time to come and it 
is likely that the airport improve-
ments will be the story that wouldn't 
die for years to come. 

Happiest story 
The Wheeling Historical Society 

brought Christmas to village resi-
dents in grand fashion once again 
this year when Lollipop Lane opened 
for its 18th year at the church in 
Chamber Park. 

More than 1,000 children visted 
Santa this year. And with the old 
tradition the historical society also 
began a new one. For the first time 
the society sold commemorative 
Christmas tree ornaments that are 
engraved with "Lollipop Lane 1990." 

Saddest story 
When the Wheeling Park District 

bought the land that the Koeppen 
vegetable stand has sat on since the 
1920s, the news brought sadness to 
15-year-old Greg Koeppen, propri-
etor for the past three years, and his 
regular customers. 

His family had been warily eyeing 
the development around them for 
years, knowing that it was only a 
matter of time before Wickes Furni-
ture Co. sold the property. Although 
the closing of the stand became inev-
itable in 1990, park district officials 
are not sure when they will tear 
down the stand and the house and 
barn behind it to make way for the 
pool and recreational center they 
plan to build on the 17 acres sand-
wiched between the Wickes store 
and Village Hall on Dundee Road. 

Stories to watch 
The park district paid $1 million 

for that land and in 1990 hired an ar-
chitectural firm to begin prelimi-
nary plans for the sports complex 
which could include a swimming 
pool, community recreation build-
ing, jogging paths, parking and a 
reservoir to handle flood waters. 

Preliminary proposals call for the 
complex to be completed by the sum-
mer of 1992 but park district com-
missioners have said that is an opti-
mistic projection. The year 1991 will 
be spent looking over preliminary 
plans and preparing cost estimates 
with construction possibly beginning 
at the end of the year. 

The year 1991 should also bring the 
Indian Trails Public Library to the 
forefront of the news as the Library 
Board begin studying ways to im-
prove service to an ever-growing 
population. 

The newly formed Citizens Alter-
native Services Committee will meet 
for the first time in January and be-
gin its task of studying how the li-
brary serves the residents of Wheel-
ing, part of Buffalo Grove and a 
small portion of Prospect Heights. 

The committee, made up of 15 peo-
ple, will then make a recommenda-
tion about how to improve those ser-
vices when it meets with the Library 
Board sometime in June. The board 
will have the final say on what the 
library can afford to do and when it 
can do it. 
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urs .5) iciq  Anderson. "The entire board is 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer

very pleased with Craig's per- 
formance. He does a fine job in re-
porting to the village board. That 
communication helps us to operate 
well, and that is much appreciat-
ed." 

Anderson replaced eight-year 
village manager Thomas Markus, 
who left Wheeling to take a job as 
a city manager in a Minnesota 
suburb. Markus has since accept-
ed a city manager's position in a 
Detroit suburb. 

As village manager, Anderson, 
40, oversees 183 full-time village 
employees. The village's five de-
partment heads, the village attor-
ney and an assistant village mana-
ger report directly to him. 

The village manager represents 

eel* manager gets 3rd raise in 2 years 
Wheeling on the Northwest Water 
Commission, the group that han-
dles Lake Michigan water alloca-
tion for the village and three near-
by suburbs. Anderson is a member 
of the executive committee of the 
Northwest Municipal Conference. 

"One of Craig's strong points is 
his participation in intergovern-
mental affairs," Schultz said. 

"I'm very pleased with the pay 
raise," Anderson said. "It is very 
generous. I feel I have carried out 
the objectives and goals set by the 
village board. Trustees also ex-
pressed satisfaction about getting 
a good budget, but I can't take all 
the credit for that." 

Prior to the Wheeling position 
Anderson was assistant village 
manager in Glenview. 

Wheeling village trustees unani-
mously approved a 7.25 percent 
pay increase for Village Manager 
Craig G. Anderson. 

Anderson's salary of $64,000 will 
increase to $69,000, following An-
derson's annual salary review in 
early December. 

Anderson joined the village staff 
in June 1988 at an annual salary of 
$55,000, which was increased by 7 
percent seven months later. Then 
last December, trustees voted to 
raise his salary 9 percent to 
$64,000. 

"We think he is doing an excel-
lent job in all areas," said Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz about 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents will be able 
to throw strikes, spares and even 
gutter balls at a bowling center on 
Milwaukee Avenue, now that vil-
lage trustees have approved the 
plan. 

Brunswick Corp. plans to begin 
building the 40-lane center at 412 
N. Milwaukee Ave., just north of 
Mayer Avenue, within the next few 
months. Plans for the center are 
not quite complete, Brunswick 
representative Philip Fitzgerald 
told trustees Monday, but he ex-
pects them to be finished within 
the next two months. 

"It usually takes about five 
months for construction," he said.  

"And we generally like to open our 
bowling centers around Labor 
Day." 

Plans for the center call for a 
billiard room, liquor bar, snack 
bar, kitchen and lounge. There 
also will be a pro shop, game 
room, multipurpose room and an 
area for bleachers. 

The center also will give Wheel-
ing television exposure. 

Automatic pinsetters and state-
of-the-art computerized scoring 
equipment will enable the center 
to hold national professional bowl-
ing tournaments. Fitzgerald said 
at least one tournament will be tel-
evised annually. 

The bowling section of the center 
will be open on Sundays from 9 
a.m. to midnight, Monday through  

Thursday until 1:30 a.m., and Fri-
day and Saturday until 2 a.m. The 
billiard room will close every night 
at midnight. 

Brunswick officials were hoping 
to have 12 game machines in the 
center, but village law limits that 
number to four. And Village Attor-
ney James A. Rhodes told trustees 
they cannot increase that number 
without rewriting the village ordi-
nance. 

Fitzgerald also asked trustees if 
it would be possible to have league 
bowling after the 2 a.m. closing 
time for people who work night 
shifts. Although Rhodes said no al-
cohol can be served after 2 a.m., 
trustees said they would consider 
such a request later if enough in-
terest is expressed. 

Wheeling clears way for bowling alley 
/—  

Seniors: Cab fare discounts not being met - V--7/ 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Although Wheeling senior citizens 
are entitled to a 20 percent discount 
on cab fares with companies li-
censed in the village, confusion 
among cab drivers and the seniors 
themselves, and mixed signals from 
village officials, have made it diffi-
cult for them to collect that discount. 

Since 1984 the village has required 
cab drivers to give senior citizens 
age 65 and older a 20 percent reduc-
tion in cab fares. However, some 
senior citizens said the cab compa-
nies are not complying with the law  

and village officials are not doing 
anything to enforce it. 

Unlike other communities with 
similar laws, Wheeling does not 
reimburse the cab companies for the 
reduced fairs. Cab companies must 
apply to the village for an operating 
license, and one of the conditions for 
approval is compliance with the re-
duced fare ordinance. 

But Pat Walsdorf, a member of the 
American Association of Retired 
Persons, said the discount is a hit-or-
miss situation and that some cab 
drivers have taken the 20 percent 
discount out of their own pockets  

rather than hassle with their 
dispatchers. 

"I have been told that it is up to me 
to discuss the discount with my cab 
driver," she said. "I know that I 
have no recourse if they refuse to 
give me the discount and I have been 
trying to get this straight for year." 

Walsdorf also said that she has 
trouble getting a reduced fare when 
she is returning to Wheeling from 
another location. 

Village Attorney James A. Rhodes 
said the ordinance states the dis-
count applies to business transacted 
in the village and that any rides that  

begin outside village limits are not 
covered by the ordinance. 

"It is a contract for service at the 
point of origination," he said. "How 
can we regulate a transaction that 
takes place outside of our jurisdic-
tion." 

But because the miscommunica-
tion between the village and its sen-
ior citizens has continued since the 
ordinance was passed in 1984, Vil-
lage Manager Craig G. Anderson is 
looking for a way to straighten the 
problem out. 

"We hope to have the village board 
discuss this problem soon," he said. 

Vandalized neighbors 
Tether to fight hi. 

an 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Six months of vandalism along a 
street in a Wheeling neighborhood 
have prompted residents to form a 
watch group to protect their proper-
ty and to try and catch the vandals. 

Residents along Pear Tree Lane, 
in the Ridgefield subdivision at the 
corner of Hintz and Wheeling Roads, 
said there have been at least two 
dozen incidents, mostly egg-throw-
ing, that they did not report to the 
Wheeling police. However, when the 
vandals began breaking glass in 
driveways and in the street, they 
started filing reports. 

Wheeling Police Cmdr. Eric Lar-
son said the department has 17 docu-
mented cases of vandalism along the 
street. 

"We have added an extra watch 
with an unmarked patrol car and an 
investigator who knows the neigh-
borhood and the families involved," 
he said. "We still have hopes of pick-
ing up additional evidence since it is 
an ongoing case. But I know the resi-
dents are about at the end of their 
rope." 

Elizabeth Bartos, whose house 
seems to bear the brunt of most of 
the vandalism, said the incidents be-
gan in June when two eggs were 
thrown at her and her husband while 
they were in their front yard. 

In October, she said, someone be-
gan smashing glass bottles and jars 
in her driveway and in the street in 
front of her house. 

"For a while this happened three 
or four times a week," she said. "We 
felt it was time to call the police." 

Three other houses have also had 
problems with the vandals, who resi-
dents and police think are local teen-
agers. 

Bartos said after each incident, 
she and her neighbors would gather 
and that is where the idea of the 
neighborhood watch was born. She 
said so far eight people have volun-
teered for the watch, which consists 
of keeping watch through windows 
or driving up and down the street. 

"We have asked the police several 
times if they can spare an unmarked 
car to sit at the end of the block," 
Bartos said. "But they say they can't 
do it." 
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plans for a pizza carry-out restau-
rant in the Lexington Commons 
Shopping Center on Lake-Cook 
Road. 

The proposed restaurant will be 
the third in a string of restaurants 
in the space at 1059 Lake-Cook 
Road. It will not have seating and 
is expected to have three employ-
ees. 

The restaurant will be open dai-
ly from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Demolition of homes 
part of airport plan 

Village trustees approved 
spending $58,219.60 to demolish 
two houses on property recently 
purchased by the Palwaukee Mu-
nicipal Airport. 

The money will also be used to 
clear brush and debris from the 
three parcels of property, on 
Hintz and Wolf roads, and put up 
fencing. 

Airport officials asked for the 
expenditure, made out of reserve 
funds, so work on the property 
could begin immediately. Be-
cause the work is part of the capi-
tal improvement plan, the airport 
will be reimbursed by the Federal 
Aviation Administration. 

Two patrol officers 
to be added to force 

Trustees approved increasing 
the number of patrol officers al-
lowed in the police department's 
budget to 42 from 40 so that two 
new officers could be hired before 
the end of the fiscal year. 

The change will not, however, 
change the number of sworn po-
lice positions which remains at 
53. It also does not mean that ad-
ditional money will need to be 
budgeted for the positions be-

' cause money is still available in 
'this year's budget. 

Offker askes judge to overrule suspension 
,•c)// 

adults be added to current zoning 
regulations regarding the definition 
of a family as it applies to residing 
within the village. 

The ordinance defines a develop-
mental disability as a "physical or 
mental impairment which substan-
tially limits one or more of a per-
son's major life activities or impairs 
their ability to live independently." 

Substance abusers are not includ-
ed in the definition. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said there are " a couple of" 
group homes in Wheeling now. He 
said he does not expect any com-
plaints from residents about the 
change. 

"I don't forsee any problems," he 
said. "This is just for the develop-
mentally disabled. It excludes any 
type of shelter arrangement." 

Klitzke agreed that the change, al-
though required by state and federal 
government, is also good for the vil-
lage. 

"The homes will no longer be 
grouped together, like on a cul-de-
sac," he said. "The old school put 
these people in communities within 
communities. The new school in-
tegrates them into the community. 

trial later this month, would not 
comment on the appeal. 

However, his attorney, Noel T. 
A Wheeling police officer has Wroblewski, said it was his opinion 

asked the Circuit Court of Cook the board of police and fire com- 
County to overturn the 20-day sus- missioners made the wrong deci- 
pension handed him by the Wheel- sion when they found Pressley 
ing Board of Fire and Police Com- guilty. 
missioners. "The evidence did not sustain 

The commissioners suspended that he was guilty," Wroblewski 
Robert Pressley in early Novem- said. "It did not support the police 
ber, after finding him guilty of department's case. The decision 
leaving the village during his cof- was wrong." 
fee breaks. Pressley also was Because Pressley has asked for 
found guilty of lying when con- an administrative review of his 
fronted about his activities and of case, it is unlikely that oral testi- 
violating performance standards mony will be given. A circuit court 
for policemen who train officers. judge will review the transcripts of 

Pressley, who has a racial dis- Pressley's hearing and written tes- 
crimination suit against the vil- timony from both sides. Wrob- 
lage which is expected to come to lewski said a decision should be 

Law change lets disabled 
live together without OK 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 

1- r 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A recent change in Wheeling law 
will enable up to eight developmen-
tally disabled adults to share a group 
home in the village without seeking 
special approval from the village 
board. 

Prior to the change, approved by 
village trustees this week, no more 
than four non-related adults could 
share a house. But last summer 
when village officials were notified 
by the Illinois Planning Council on 
Development Disabilities that they 
were in violation of 1988 amend-
ments made to the the federal Fair 
Housing Act, village officials began 
looking for ways to meet the federal 
requirements without making whole-
sale changes in the village's housing 
regulations. 

"Eight was the magic number," 
said Michael Klitzke, community de-
velopment director. "We thought we 
were in compliance at four, but it 
turned out we weren't and we didn't 
want to open up the overall code to 
change." 

So village officials recommended 
to trustees that an amendment re-
garding developmentally disabled  

rendered in about four months. 
Edward Main, chairman of the 

board of fire and police commis-
sioners, said the board is sticking 
by the suspension. 

"Mr. Pressley is entitled to do 
whatever he has to do," he said. "I 
feel confident in the decision we 
have made." 

Pressley's attorneys have ar-
gued that the decisions made 
against him are "selective prose-
cution." They say police depart-
ment officials are trying to retali-
ate against Pressley for his contro-
versial history on the force. 

Pressley also has another suit 
pending against the village as a re-
sult of a gag order placed on him 
by Police Chief Michael Haeger in 
April. 
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BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling may regulate tree  planting, cutting 
Wheeling village trustees will con-

sider adopting a tree ordinance 
when they meet Monday night. 

The ordinance will govern tree re-
moval, planting and preservation 
throughout the village. 

If the ordinance is adopted anyone 
wanting to plant a tree on public 
property will be required to get a 
permit. The diameter and species of 
the tree and its location will have to 
be approved by the village's director 
of operations and maintenance. 

The ordinance would also set 

THE WEEK A MAO 

guideline for preserving trees. It 
would become unlawful to to re-
move, injure or destroy any tree 
more than 10 inches in diameter that 
is located within 25 feet of a street 
right of way. 

If a tree is dead or dying, is dis-
eased, or creates a hazard to persons 
or property, it could be removed by 
obtaining a permit. 

Overall, according to Village Man- 

ager Craig G. Anderson, the ordi-
nance is meant to enhance the ap-
pearance of the community by 
guaranteeing making forestry a pri-
ority. 

The ordinance will also govern 
new development in the village by 
involving the village planner in tree 
placement. Developers could be re-
quired to leave certain trees on their 
site or plant new ones to replace 
ones that have to be removed. It will 
also become unlawful to attach signs 
to village trees. 

Violators could be fined $25 to $500. 

The top meeting 
What The Wheeling Vil-
lage Board 
Where: Wheeling Villge 
Hall, 225 W. Dundee 
Road 
When: 8 p.m. 

anted 911 system estimated at $92,000 
1 14414' I 1  )111 1  

BY BONNIE BOOTH "That is just the cost for the 911 
Daily Herald Staff Writer equipment," he said. "Any other 

costs will be budgeted in the normal 
budget process." 

Trustees also received the specif-
ics on the equipment that the 911 ad-
visory board is recommending the 
village purchase. The advisory 
board consists of two members from 
the police department, two members 
from the fire department and the 
communications center supervisor. 

Michael Leaf, public saftey con-
sultant for Ameritch, told trustees 
the best selling point of the equip-
ment was that there were two com-
ponents to interpret the data base in- 

formation — name, address, and 
phone of the incoming caller. 

This two-component system is 
called redundant and Leaf said that 
having the dual components guaran-
tees that the system will never be 
out of order. 

This 911 system also features a 
call check that will enable the police 
dispatcher to instantly replay any 
conversation that is hard to under-
stand. By hitting a button the 
dispatcher will also be able to slow 
down the tape or save the informa-
tion. 

Radio communications from po-
lice officers in the field could be han-

- 

dled the same way. 
"This means that the dispatchers 

can play the conversation over and 
over until they are sure they under-
stand it," he said. 

There will be four 911 phone trunks 
to take calls for both the police and 
fire department, but the system 
could be expanded to eight trunks in 
the future if necessary. 

Last year the police department 
received about 21,000 service calls. 

Trustees will have to approve the 
system next month if the village 
wants to meet the July 22 start-up 
deadline. 

The Wheeling Village Board got 
another progress report on its En-
hanced 911 system this week, includ-
ing, for the first time, a rough esti-
mate of how much the system is 
going to cost. 

Trustees, acting as members of 
the emergency system telephone 
board, were told the system is going 
to cost about $92,000. 

But J. Michael Hermes, deputy 
chief of police, said that estimate is 
rough and nothing will be finalized 
until sometime next month. 



/-ho 
Palwa ee workers shovel to defeat snow 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport em-
ployees worked around the clock 
during the season's first major snow-
storm last week, keeping the airport 
open during the entire 48-hour 
snowfall. 

And while the 6-inch snowstorm 
holds, for now, the record as this 
area's biggest storm, it will be re-
membered by airport employees as 
the first snowstorm that they, not 
Priester Aviation, conquered. 

Dennis G. Rouleau, assistant air-
port manager for maintenance and 
operations, has been preparing his 
three-man maintenance crew for 
snow removal since last spring when  

Palwaukee Airport Commissioners 
decided to terminate their snow re-
moval contract with Priester Avia-
tion, former owners of the airport. 

"All in all I think we did pretty 
well," Rouleau said. "We had some 
minor damage to some lightposts, 
but it was nothing major." 

Rouleau said the airport's two 
plow trucks and the snowblower 
truck were in operation straight 
through the entire storm. And be-
cause the flurries were continuous, 
even airport manager Fred E. Stew-
art and Michael F. Zonsius, assistant 
manager for administration and 
finance, were called on to do some 
plowing. 

"In adverse snow everyone is  

called upon," he said. 
The snow at Palwaukee must be 

cleared so that there are no 
snowbanks because of the need for 
wing tip clearance. Rouleau said a 
snowplow went through and moved 
the snow and then the snowblower, 
capable of blowing 4,000 tons of snow 
per hour, moved the snow further 
away from the runways and taxi-
ways. 

Airport employees used pick-up 
trucks to spread sand and a chemi-
cal called Urea that melts ice. Salt 
cannot be used because it erodes the 
metal body of airplanes. 

Rouleau said he used about 10 tons 
of of Urea during the storm. 

The airport paid $298,000 for its  

plowtrucks, $169,000 for the 
snowblower and they have yet to 
take delivery on a $237,000 18-foot 
snow broom that can remove 1-2 
inches of snow, without plowing or 
de-icing. 

"One of the reasons we went with 
this equipment is that we don't have 
much time to move the snow," 
Rouleau said. "At an airport time is 
of the essence." 

Now that everyone has survived 
the first big snowfall, Rouleau and 
his crew are checking their machin-
ery, installing radios in the trucks —
they had to use hand held models 
during this storm, making communi-
cation difficult — and waiting for the 
next round of battle with Mother Na-
ture. 

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

Village to sell 
computer equipment 

Wheeling trustees voted to sell the 
village's old Wang Computer equip-
ment by sealed bid. 

Over the past six months, village 
officials have transferred village 
data processing operations over to a 
new system and the Wang equip-
ment, including several printers and 
two work stations, is no longer need-
ed. 

Interested buyers may obtain a 
complete list of the equipment for 
sale from village hall. Sealed bids 
will be received until Jan. 25. 

Fialkowski reappointed 
village representative 

Trustees reappointed Robert Fial-
kowski, director of finance, as vil-
lage representative to the Intergo-
vernmental Risk Management Agen- 

cy and the Intergovernmental 
Personnel Benefit Cooperative. 

They also appointed new assistant 
village manager Joni Beaudry as the 
alternate representative to both or-
ganizations. 

Trustees approve 
airport equipment 

Trustees also gave their approval 
to the purchase of $8,925 worth of  

computer equipment from C im-
puterland for the Palwaukee Munici-
pal Airport. 

Although Computerland did not 
have the lowest price on the equip-
ment, trustees voted to purchase the 
equipment from them because of 
their track record for installation. 

The new equipment will be com-
patible with the computer system 
currently in use at the airport and 
will be used to upgrade that system's 
data processing capabilities. 

              

              

              

The mtuficipal seat race is on 

    

    

    

    

              

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Today is the first day for candi-
dates to file nominating petitions for 
municipal elections in Buffalo 
Grove, Long Grove and Wheeling. 
And unlike past elections it looks like 
there will be at least some heated 
races, leading up to election day —
April 2. 

The hottest area race should be for 
Buffalo Grove village president 
where Verna L. Clayton's surprise 
announcement that she will not seek 
a fourth term has prompted three 
residents to declare their candidacy. 

Two trustees and one plan com-
missioner are hoping to replace 

ELECTION '91 

Clayton, who has been an integral 
part of the village's image for 12 
years. 

It looks like how to breathe life 
into the ailing Buffalo Grove Town 
Center and bring new business to the 
village will top the campaign agen-
da, followed by discussions on the 
best way to handle yard waste and 
serve the village's senior citizens. 

Michael J. O'Malley, an attorney 
who was elected to the board in 1989,  

has proposed the reformation of an 
economic development commission 
that would be charged with bringing 
new business to town and helping ex-
isting businesses. 

Sidney H. Mathias, an attorney 
who was appointed to the board in 
May 1988 and elected trustee last 
spring, is calling for the formation of 
an intergovernmental commission 
that would bring together represent-
atives from Buffalo Grove and 
neighboring communities to look at 
regional issues. 

Plan Commission Chairman Bar-
bara Sheldon, an independent securi-
ties consultant who has been a mem- 

See PETITION on Page 3 

PETITION: The municipal seat race is on 
Continued from Page 1 

ber of the plan commission for 13 
years, also has expressed an inter-
est in improved communication 
with surrounding communities and 
helping area businesses. 

Although only three people have 
announced they will run for the 
three open trustee spots on the 
Buffalo Grove village board, oth-
ers have expressed an interest in 
the slots. A total of 12 election peti-
tions have been taken out at the 
village hall. 

Incumbent John Marienthal, 
elected to the board in 1975, has 
said he will seek re-election. So 
far, he has been joined by Bruce L. 
Kahn, who was appointed to the 
board in 1990 and is seeking his 
first term as trustee. Brian Rubin, 
a village plan commissioner, also 
seeking his first term. 

Trustee Jordan Shifrin, whose  

term expires in April, announced 
earlier that he will not seek re-
election. 

Wheeling residents can also ex-
pect some excitement this spring 
as six candidates square off for 
three village trustee positions. 

Incumbent trustee Judy Abrus-
cato, who has not missed a single 
meeting during her tenure as trus-
tee, has formed a new political 
party that will field three candi-
dates. 

 
She will be accompanied on 

the slate by Wheeling residents Mi 
chael Lynch and David Devito. 

Abruscato's party, the Citizens 
Action Party, will be challenged 
by three members of the Wheeling 
Upward Party. Incumbent trustee 
Anthony Altieri Jr., will be joined 
by Village Clerk Lois J. Gaffke 
and Wheeling Township Trustee 
Edward H. Main. The Upward 
Party slate is expected to garner 
the support of Village President 

Sheila H. Schultz. 
As with Buffalo Grove, yard 

waste disposal is expected to be an 
issue in the Wheeling campaign. 
But neither party has vet released 
their platforms, which would iden-
tify other issues of the campaign. 

The Long Grove Nominating 
Committee — the village's only of-
ficial political party — has nomi-
nated three candidates to fill three 
vacant spots on the Long Grove 
Village Board. They are Trustee 
Ray Basso and plan commission-
ers Walter Metcalf and Bruce 
Klein. But several other residents 
have picked up nominating peti-
tions so a race could develop yet. 

The big issue is expected to be 
taxes. The village does not have a 
property tax but as building slows 
down the village will have to look 
at ways other than building per-
mits to fund operations. 



"I'm sure he'll be an excellent presi-
dent." 

Haeger was elected a vice presi-
dent four years ago and "worked his 
way through the chairs," serving last 
year as first vice president, Koertge 
said. 

Haeger's interest in law enforce-
ment began as a child growing up in 
Aurora. After graduating in 1970 
from St. Benedict College in 
Atchison, Kan., where he received a 
degree in sociology, he answered an 
ad and was accepted as a 
Leavenworth prison police officer.  

In November 1971, after 18 
months with Leavenworth, he 
moved to Du Page County to ac- 
cept a job as a Woodridge patrol 
officer. He also went back to school, 
eventually earning a master's degree 
in criminal justice at Lewis Universi-
ty in 1976. 

That same year he became acting 
police chief of the Woodridge de-
partment. When a chief was hired 
the following year, Haeger was 
named deputy chief, a position he 
held five years. 

Then in 1982, after 10 years in 
Woodridge, he was chosen from 
among 150 candidates to head the 
department of 50 officers in 
Wheeling. 

Haeger, 43, said that one day he 
would hope to be chief of a depart-
ment with more than 200 officers or 
to head a state or federal law en-
forcement agency. Once he retires, 
he said, he would like to teach law 
enforcement at a college. 

By Jack Houston 
This is a bittersweet week for 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael Hae-
ger. 

On Monday, he will be installed as 
president of the Illinois Association 
of Chiefs of Police, a statewide 
fraternal organization. 

On Tuesday, he faces trial in U.S. 
District Court in a racial discrimina-
tion suit brought by Wheeling's only 
African-American police officer. 

The suit, filed in 1983 by Robert 
Pressley, now a 12-year veteran of 
the force, accuses Haeger of con-
doning the alleged racial harassment 
of ressley by fellow officers and of 
disciplining him harshly solely be-
cause of his race. 

"This is just something a chief 
must face these days," Haeger said 
last week in denying the allegations. 
"As a chief, you must be prepared 
to deal with it." 

George Koertge, executive director 
of the Springfield-based chiefs associ-
ation, agreed. "He's not doing what 
many other chiefs haven't done—
being sued," he said, adding that 
Haeger has the respect of the organ-
ization's 1,000 members. 

Haeger will be installed at a 7 
p.m. banquet Monday during the as-
sociation's Winter Training Confer-
ence at the Woodfield Hilton & 
Towers in Arlington Heights. 

Koertge said Haeger has been in-
volved in the association since 1977, 
the year they both joined. 

"He's been an excellent member 
and server on committees," he said. 

z.,.

0›: 

:

—•-•_l

_ 

.

0

.c .1

:

::$

' 
Po • 0  lap tura  

CL)  c = 

o 

O 
;E  :: :.o: 

E, -- a,,, 0. ..-.1 

a)
C1:1:3tx r4  ' ...) wi. 

C 
CU ( I ) - ig 1

.
%)  

-E - a) 0 -, 

c
c
t 

s

9 

r.  . .
$.. 
0 F

a; 
 ,... 

el.
t
, ts ii. 

 

C cc/  
" 

0 ,-::, 
c
c
, 
 "cf

> 

 : 0 

"C3 : ,-,C16 *-0  
a)
c,. 

 Ca
co

• o 
m.
1-. 

co
a3 

.0°  ow• cdcl'-3 ....., 

m
c., :

2

, 

 . 

>„

5.  ;
2.5

6.) 

=0:s

>, 

c
g :2 ......: 

76...., 

 ; : :g
. 
 

_0 CU I-, 0 CID .C-3 = C-, 0 CI) -1-: (3) 
tv 0 5, I... .a) U • - 0 Q., En ris' 2 

r.,,,,- „_,(2, -,,,:c 

:, , 't  . . .:Cc:'  . m":::°2 i.  . ,   
,
:t 

 ,_

_cl ::: ..::" 1:-:w  : ,,:: : , ,
, ,u  c  ,L11  7: us ac  ' C....i : •- •,.., ..,-. W   ... C C 

,,.., ,,„" ..0 
" .7) "" a. C. .'C C 73 eq C6 ''' a)  2 f1,0 T.) . 0 A, 'F/3 lc' ca 
:"0 ac .:0:7„: - :-: 04  
>•,._, g, al a3 2:4 a) -5 r. co 2 — C  g 
V' r. 3 . „ , .5. 3 tin-0  tom  .,t,-.  t .: zo cz  C_ 
. 0 .) = 0,  - )., E CL ,-. • 121)  0 O tw" ._.0 

2 
 ,0"  To -6-,..,  0  "C 0 = u' •C  c..) ,..... , 0 wr...a.)0.) x . ,•5  ,,, 0 .7, 0.0 IC >1 CL .7-, .0 Cl.) a) aa .0.= . 0 .0  tins a)  E 8: . = • : cl , " c2 3 51 

•° CZ C.) 0. 3 CV 4.1 a. as 

.0 • " 7  a) c.f) -rt ci„ 
U C Fs• . 0 ". 52 

o 0  

C12) a$ 0 j8 1-1(/) ...'g" 3 -E. 1°-".° 4)  , _ ,

.

."di

w
o 3
!..5  :   :: .     73  

5

: :. ! .- C  

6 .4

:

e

; 
.—:

c. 

 . 

s

: i! : .;

,
-'0 . ,1:::i- 1)

ca
0 cti   E 

, . ..
°::› ' 1  . "

ct

iC Z°  .): I

. 

 1-  '' -- 

* W) 0)  "0 CL cu CU -.5 -05 c , f 3 g S 2 ,;1 :: , E 
to 

o,... •-• 

a) o •- •-c., ..c  = -,-, r_ p- -C i•-• ..Q.: ›, 0 7  tke c.) 1-. ca r. L c ,- co • a) a) 0 cli 0 0 - .- II) • c .c L. N 0 CO 0, C CL, L... CC1 

a) 

a) 
0 

0 
Ca 
C 

-o 
Ca 

ci) 

C 

a) 
O 

C 

C 

CO 

c-3 

c
;
.
.5  

1:4 

Ca 

 

a) 
C C 
ca 
a) 

O 

wcz 
VJ 

O 

1:16, 

O 

--' a) Ez ...., a) - -- • > , - .0 _ - c.) 0.) 

- "C  =1  ° St'i -- "C:- 1  -' c:  ' 0° ce)  ; : , - .1°1' 5,,-  '0 

E 0 ...., 0 cU 0  ret -,- tl 

g

l, 

 ... 

...,

E; E: .: : : 0 ,.! ...

...

5 : 
O 0_.,:i ..... . _ ,15 ..d.., _ 

CL) - -0 '• • --' 0 CC1 

im. .0 .0 

a‘   '—' .10 0. 

Ct tr) -Ct E co ..w ... ...., 

Wheeling tightens 
restrictions on tree 

,planting, removal 
B?:COtNilL'il(!csi a.cri  
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees cast a unani-
mous vote for tree preservation 
Monday when they passed an ordi-
nance requiring residents to obtain a 
permit before removing, planting or 
trimming a tree within 25 feet of the 
street right-of-way. 

Under the ordinance, it is illegal to 
remove, injure or destroy any tree 
more than 10 inches in diameter that 
is located within 25 feet of the street. 

If a tree is dead or dying, is dis-
eased or creates a hazard to pedes-
trians or motorists, it could be re-
moved by obtaining a permit. 

"The ordinance fine-tunes our tree 
policy," said Craig G. Anderson, vil-
lage manager. "It becomes unlawful 
for residents to just go and remove a 
tree and gives guidelines for when 
the village can take action." 

Anderson said that in the past peo-
ple have wanted to remove trees be-
cause the roots are clogging sewer 
lines. Under the ordinance, digging 
up trees for that reason is illegal. 

Village President Shiela H. Schultz 
said that some residents may not see 
the ordinance as being as helpful as 

Wheeling police chief 
is answering 2 calls 

the trustees do. 
"It is common sense if a tree is hit-

ting you in the face you can trim it," 
she said. "Concerned people could 
deluge village hall with questions 
about what they can and can't trim 
and other people in the village could 
continue to pay no attention. We 
need to find a balance." 

The ordinance also gives the vil-
lage more control over trees on pri-
vate property. Village officials will 
be able to order that dying trees be 
removed and that tree branches that 
hang dangerously close to the side-
walks and streets be trimmed, all at 
the property owner's expense. 

Planting of new trees is also gov-
erned under the ordinance. Anyone 
wishing to plant a tree on a public 
parkway must apply for a permit 
from the village director of opera-
tions and maintenance who will ap-
prove the diameter and species of 
the tree and the planting location. 

Planting will only be permitted be-
tween Sept. 1 and Nov. 1 and be-
tween March 1 and May 1 each year. 

Schultz also suggested that a vil-
lage employee be trained as a forest-
er. 

CVillages divided over Lake-Cook widening 
/ -as --(8  

BY AMY CARR of the road, from Rand Road to the 

Daily  Herald Staff Writer Tri-State Tollway. 
Currently the road has two east- 

Once again, Buffalo Grove and bound lanes and two westbound 
Long Grove appear to be on oppo- lanes, with additional turn lanes at 
site sides of the street regarding several intersections. Engineers 
future planning. have recommended the road have 

This time, the adversaries disa- three lanes in each direction, as 
gree about the planned expansion well as double turn lanes at major 
of Lake-Cook Road. intersections. 

Long Grove trustees recently Not only is the expansion neces- 
asked the village attorney to draft sary, some of the improvements 
a resolution in support of the pro- should be done immediately, Long 
posal to widen Lake-Cook Road to Grove Village Manager D.M. 
as many as nine lanes at some in- "Cal" Doughty said. 
tersections. Specifically, the village is con- 

Officials in Buffalo Grove, cerned about traffic backups in the 
Wheeling, Palatine, Arlington southbound lanes on Arlington 
Heights and Cook County are re- Heights Road. Rush-hour drivers Village Manager William R. Ball- 

viewing an engineer's recommen- wanting to turn right onto Lake- ing have said they cannot support 

dation to widen an 8.7-mile stretch Cook Road off of Arlington Heights the plan as presented. 

6 candidates vie for village board seats 
/-aa-q/ 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Monday was the last day to file 
nominating petitions for village 
trustee election to be held April 2. 
And as expected, six people will 
run for the three open spots. 

While petitions for the Indian 
Trails Library Trustee and Wheel-
ing Park District commissioner 
can be filed until 5 p.m. today, it 
looks like the two races will be un-
contested. 

Two incumbent trustees and 
four newcomers are seeking the 
village trustee posts. However, the 
race will really be between the vil-
lage's two political parties - The 
Wheeling Upward Party and the 
new Citizens Action Party, started 

Road often are backed up all the 
way to Checker Road, Doughty 
said. 

The village board also plans to 
ask the county to move ahead with 
plans to install a right-hand turn 
lane at that intersection as soon as 
possible. 

Buffalo Grove officials have op-
posed portions of the proposed ex-
pansion, saying the road, as 
planned, would be a massive ex-
pressway running through the cen-
ter of the village. 

The Buffalo Grove Village Board 
has not taken a formal stand on 
the proposal yet. However, Village 
President Verna L. Clayton and 

by incumbent Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato. 

Abruscato decided to start the 
new party because she wanted vot-
ers to have some choices. Also run-
ning under the Citizens Action Par-
ty banner are Michael Lynch, 36, 
of 675 Longtree Lane and David 
Devito, 35, of 638 Merle Lane. 

Garbage pickup is expected to 
be a campaign issue because 
Abruscato said she has heard vil-
lage residents complaining about 
the decrease in garbage pick up 
days during the summer months. 

Until April 1990, garbage was 
picked up twice a week. But after 
new state laws from the handling 
of yard waste were enacted by the 
state, the village changed to once-
a-week garbage pick up and once- 

a-week yard waste pick up. 
Incumbent trustee Anthony Al-

tieri Jr. heads the Wheeling Up-
ward Slate. He will be accompa-
nied on the ticket by Lois J Gaffke, 
village clerk and Edward H. Main, 
Wheeling township trustee. 

The Upward Party candidates 
will address noise from the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport and 
traffic congestion along the vil-
lage's main roads during the cam-
paign. 

Neither party is expected to ad-
dress taxes in the village to any 
great extent. Both parties have 
said they feel that the current 
board of trustees and village staff 
is keeping municipal spending in 
line and that it is perceived as a 
non-issue by village residents. 
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NeW assistant village 
manager_!;9kes debut 

We'd like to extend a wailm wel- 

Wheeling sees businesses revenue boosters 
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come to Joni Beaudry, who joined 
our community this month as the 
new Wheeling assistant village 
manager. Joni comes to Wheeling 
from her last position as assistant 
town manager for Essex, Vt., and 
originally is from northern Min-
nesota, so we suppose she's 
adapting well to our Wheeling 
winter! 

If you're doing business at the 
Wheeling village hall, 255 W. Dun-
dee Road, stop in and say "hi" to 
Joni. 

Scouting 
A number of Scouts from Cub 

Pack 265 went hiking recently at 
Potowotami Woods in Wheeling. 
Jimmy Kobuk, Kevin Roberts, 
Gary Flesher, Tony Argentino, 
Matt Badalamenti, Dave Rodri-
guez and Tony Rodriguez spent a 
winter day playing football, spott-
ing deer, climbing and hiking and 
cooking a hot dog lunch. The boys 
are led by Cubmaster Harry Rob-
erts. 

Support group 
Parkinson's Disease is a disa-

bling illness affecting the nerves 
which shows itself in tremors and 
a slowly progressive stiffness of 
the muscles. The Wheeling Senior 
Center Pavilion is now forming a 
daytime Parkinson's Disease sup-
port group. Any interested per-
sons may call 459-2670 for further 
information. 

Congratulations 
A number of Wheeling resi-

dents have been named Students 
of the Quarter at Wheeling High 
School. They are: Michael Gold-
sand, sophomore; Lynda Brooks, 
senior; Marena Cedillo, sopho-
more; Karen Dailey, senior; Eliz-
abeth Dermer, senior; Christine 
Hickey, senior; Allison Kopec, 
sophomore; Sheila Maloney, 
freshman; Todd Marckese, jun-
ior; Rosalba Melgoza, sopho-
more; Andrew Mikes, junior; 
George Naratadam, freshman; 
Jennifer Omoir, senior; Marc 

Lisa 
Schab 

Wheeling 

Pinchouck, senior; Brian Safyn, 
freshman; Bernadine Schroeder, 
junior; Ben Watkins, junior; and 
Donna Wright, sophomore. 

Congratulations to these stu-
dents who were nominated on the 
basis of academic excellence, 
classroom participation, initia-
tive, academic improvement, 
leadership, special talents and 
enthusiasm. 

Plan ahead 
Stuart Sosin writes on behalf of 

the Wheeling Fourth of July Com-
mittee that "Last year's parade 
and fireworks display was so 
good; perhaps it was one of the 
best we've had. It wouldn't have 
been such a great success, of 
course, without a lot of help from 
many people. The Wheeling 
Fourth of July Committee thanks 
everyone who assisted in last 
year's fund-raisers, and all of the 
people who supported us by com-
ing to the fund-raisers. A special 
thank-you goes to everyone who 
contributed by giving donations." 

The Fourth of July Committee 
is now beginning to work toward 
this year's celebration. All inter-
ested residents and community 
members are invited to attend 
committee meetings which will 
be held at 8 p.m. on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month at AM-
VETS Hall, 700 Old McHenry 
Road in Wheeling. 

Donations may also be sent to: 
P.O. Box 893F, Wheeling, IL 
60090. For further information, 
call Mike Lynch at 459-6549 or 
Judy Abruscato at 541-8788 or 459-
4000. 

The village of Wheeling will be a 
little bit richer in 1992, now that 
trustees have given final approval 
to plans for a Wal-Mart depart-
ment store and a Sam's Wholesale 
Club at the north end of the village. 

Robert W. Fialkowski, director 
of finance, said the village should 
receive "in excess of $100,000 per 
year" in sales tax from the two 
stores. Wal-Mart officials estimat-
ed the Wal-Mart will have $25 mil-
lion in sales in its first year and the 
Sam's will have approximately $50 
million. 

But at least one local business 
owner is concerned about the ef-
fect the Wal-Mart will have on the 

o 
a4 

- 
a

• a 
al  

small businesses that already ex-
ist along Dundee Road. 

"Wal-Mart is the kiss of death 
for local businesses," said Allan 
Bluestone, owner of the Ace Hard-
ware at 755 W. Dundee Road. 
"Someday, when you drive down 
Dundee Road it is going to look like 
a Saudi Arabian desert." 

Village Planner Mark Janeck 
said the Wal-Mart will have some 
effect on local businesses, but he is 
not sure that it will be negative. 

"The area is experiencing an in-
crease in population," he said. "A 
lot more money is going to be 
spent in this area." 

Janeck also said he felt competi-
tion from the Wal-Mart might be 
healthy for local businesses, en-
couraging them to upgrade their 

property or remodel their stores to 
woo shoppers away from the Wal-
Mart. 

Wal-Mart officials expect to 
break ground on the two stores -
which will be built on property bor-
dered by the Cedar Run condomin-
iums on the east, Weiland Road on 
the west, McHenry Road on the 
south and Lake-Cook Road on the 
north - in early April. 

Plans for the stores went 
through several commissions be-
fore gaining approval from the 
trustees. Wal-Mart officials held 
several meetings with residents. 
"Wal-Mart worked with Cedar 
Run and changed their plans con-
siderably for us," said Mary Ar-
vidson, president of the Cedar Run 
homeowners association. 

Buffalo Grove officials also are 
Daily Herald Staff Writer concerned about the lack of avail- 

able sewer service to the property, 
Buffalo Grove officials have ex- and are pleading with Wheeling vil-

hausted nearly all available options lage board members to re-think the 
in their efforts to convince Wheeling proposal, Village Manager William 
to abandon a plan to annex a piece of R. Balling said. 
property along Lake-Cook Road. "This is a real opportunity for the 

Now, the final decision rests in the Village of Wheeling to have very 
hands of the Wheeling Village Board. broad shoulders and step up and say 

The village board will decide to- 'we haven't done full planning on the 
night whether to annex 20 acres at north piece of property ... And we 
the northeast corner of Weiland and recognize that,' Balling said. "I 
Lake-Cook roads. The Roland think Wheeling wants to be a good 
Schwind family, owners of the prop- neighbor." 
erty, have asked Wheeling to consid- But Wheeling Village Manager 
er annexing the property at the same Craig Anderson is asking for a little 
time they consider annexing the 37 trust. 
acres on the south side of Lake-Cook Even if the property is zoned for 
Road, where Wal-Mart Inc. hopes to commercial development, Anderson 
build a Sam's Wholesale Club and a said any proposed development of 
Wal-Mart department store. the property would have to go 

Buffalo Grove and Wheeling resi- through the village's plan review 
dents living around the 20-acre site process. The concerns of surround-
object to plans to change the zoning ing residents certainly would be ad-
on the property from residential to dressed at that time, he said. 
commercial. Adding a commercial "There has to be some trust here 
development to the area would de- that we're going to have this proper-
tract from the neighborhood and the ty scrutinized through the proper 
quality of life, residents say. plan review," Anderson said. 

Wheeling board set to vote 
P/ -/ /  controversial annexation P
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Board set to/cOnlider Wal-Mart annexation 
The Wheeling Village Board will 

consider annexation of the proposed 
Wal-Mart department store and 
Sam's Wholesale Club site and ap-
proval of Wal-Mart's plans for the 
property when they meet on Monday 
night. 

Wal-Mart executives have already 
gotten preliminary approval from 
the Plan Commission, Zoning Board 
of Appeals and Appearance Commis-
sion but final approval from trustees 
is needed before they can move for-
ward. 

Trustees would not consider an-
nexing the 37-acre parcel of land, 
bordered by the village on the east, 
Weiland Road on the west, McHenry 
Road on the south and Lake-Cook 
Road on the north, until the plans 
had met with approval from all the 
commissions. 

Wal-Mart engineers worked close-
ly with village staff and residents of 
the Cedar Run condominium com-
plex on the east to come up with a 
plan that would be agreeable to the 
villages and the neighbors. 

To get plan commissioners' ap-
proval, Wal-Mart eliminated 49 
parking spaces and added buffering 
between the back of Sam's Whole-
sale Club and Cedar Run. Wal-Mart 
also agreed to move the Sam's truck 
dock, eliminating an entrance to the 
proposed shopping center on McHen-
ry Road and turning the dock around 
so that it is no longer parallel to the 
back yard of some Cedar Run resi-
dents. 

If the trustees approve the plan, 
Wal-Mart officials expect to break  

ground in April and have the stores 
open around Easter of 1992. 

The top meeting 
Who: The Wheeling Vil-
lage Board 
Where: Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road 
When: 8 p.m. Monday 

IBY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling board changes mind, approves commercial zoning 
R9)1 I 51 

rezoning, said that he had hoped to 
rezone the property at a later date 
when a developer came before the 
village. "I wanted to do the right 
thing," Ratajczak said. 

"I don't know what we can say to 
all the people who left thinking they 
were victorious," said village Presi-
dent Sheila Schultz. "Except to say 
that, if they look around, they will 
notice that in the past we have been 
sensitive to people when planning 
uses for land. Our commissioners do 

Buffalo Grove residents won a 
shortlived victory Monday when 
Wheeling trustees voted not to 
change the zoning on a piece of prop-
erty on Lake-Cook Road from resi-
dential to commercial. 

But about one hour later, trustees 
reconsidered that action and unani-
mously voted to annex the property 
into the village - zoned commer-
cial. 

The 20-acre parcel of land owned zoning to commercial. But because 
by the Roland Schwind family is bor- they had already approved the an- 
dered by Weiland Road on the west, nexation agreement, they would 
the village of Buffalo Grove on the have been open to a lawsuit from the 
east, Lake-Cook Road on the south Schwind family if they had not 
and Armstrong Drive on the north. agreed to rezone the property, ac- 

The Schwinds asked Wheeling to cording to Village Attorney James 
annex the property at the same time Rhodes. 
the village annexed the 37-acre Wal- "I have never had a board approve 
Mart site on the south side of Lake- an agreement and then not do what 
Cook Road. the agreement provides for," said 

Trustees approved the annexation Barbara Baran, Schwind attorney. 
agreement but did not have the two- Trustee Joseph Ratajczak, one of 
thirds majority needed to change the the trustees voting initially against a good job." 

Buffalo Grove battles 
Wheeling over land 

/- By Jack Houston 
and Jeff Givens 

A territorial skirmish in the north-
west suburbs has turned a 20-acre 
tract of farmland on Lake Cook 
Road into a virtual battleground. 

The clash in recent weeks has 
pitted village against village and 
neighbor against neighbor. It has 
Wheeling officials and Buffalo Grove 
residents fighting over the future of 
property owned by the Roland 
Schwind family. 

At issue is whether the site will be 
developed as commercial or residen-
tial property. It looks like it's going 
to be commercial. 

The disputed parcel lies just inside 
Lake County, on the north side of 
Lake Cook Road and east of 
Weiland Road, with single-family 
homes on the north and con-
dominiums on the east. It is sur-
rounded on three sides by Buffalo 
Grove. 

But at the landowners' request, 
Wheeling has agreed to annex the 
tract and rezone rt commercial. The 
Schwinds asked Wheeling to inter-
vene after Buffalo Grove published 
notice last month that it planned to 
annex the land without the owners 
consent. 

"We weren't going to do anything 
[about annexation] until they [Buffa-
lo Grove] took their action," Roland 
Schwind said. 

As far as Wheeling and the 
Schwinds are concerned, the matter 
was settled Monday night when 
Wheeling village trustees approved 
the request. But Buffalo Grove offi-
cials say there's more to come. 

"Buffalo Grove is considering all 
its options, taking the best interests 
of all its citizens into account," a 
spokesman for the village said Tues-
day. "We're looking into any aspect 
we can, but we're not at liberty to 
say right now. There are steps to 
take. We don't want to tip our 
hand." 

The annexation by Wheeling is 
part of a wider plan to incorporate a 
larger section of the same farm lying 
south of the Lake-Cook county line. 
Thrace additional 38 acres are land  

on which the Wheeling Plan Com-
mission recommends building a 
Wal-Mart and Sam's Wholesale Club 
discount store—much to the chagrin 
of Buffalo Grove residents. 

"We're trying to preserve a quality 
of life in Buffalo Grove," a resident 
complained at a zoning hearing 
Thursday. "It seems people don't 
count anymore." 

Others who live adjacent to the 
20-acre plot fear the owners want to 
develop the tract into a strip mall. 

"People are sick and tired of con-
crete and shopping centers," Buffalo 
Grove Trustee Michael O'Malley 
said. 

During the hearing, Barbara Shel-
don, chairman of the Buffalo Grove 
Plan Commission, read into the re-
cord Buffalo Grove's formal resolu-
tion opposing the proposed rezoning 
and annexation. The resolution 
claimed that the action is inconsis-
tent with both Buffalo Grove's and 
Wheeling's master plans and eco-
nomic interests. 

It also charged that the planned 
action would have a detrimental im-
pact on Lake Cook Road traffic and 
adjacent homes and has inadequate 
sewer planning. 

The resolution also noted that 
Buffalo Grove may need the land for 
a water pumping station. 

Sheldon and O'Malley, who were 
joined by two other Buffalo Grove 
officials in urging a delay in a vote 
on the zoning proposal, are can-
didates for Buffalo Grove village 
president. 

In a 30-minute summary, Barbara 
Baran, the owner's attorney, dis-
puted most of Buffalo Grove's 
claims. 

"The owners are seeking to have 
their whole farm in the Village of 
Wheeling," she said. "All they are 
seeking is to keep what they already 
have. ... The owners should be able 
to chose what village they want to 
be in." 

During public comment, residents 
said they wanted "Lake Cook Road 
to look like Lake Cook Road, not 
like Dundee Road," which is mainly 
a commercial  shopping strip. 
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BY AMY CARR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Buffalo Grove officials are not giv-
ing up the fight for a 20-acre parcel 
that was recently annexed into 
Wheeling. 

In fact, they say they may try to 
annex the land themselves. 

Village Trustee Sidney H. Mathias 
plans to ask the village attorney 
Monday to look into the legalities of 
attempting to annex the 20 acres at 
the northeast corner of Lake-Cook 
and Weiland roads — a parcel 
Wheeling officials annexed last Mon-
day. 

After hearing objections from Buf-
falo Grove residents who wanted the 
property to remain residential, 
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Wheeling officials voted not to re-
zone the land to commercial. 

But, much to the chagrin of many 
Buffalo Grove residents and offi-
cials, the board reconsidered the ac-
tion about one hour later and decided 
to annex the property and zone the 
land commercial. 

"I think the outrage of their action 
is what's influencing me to pursue 
further action," Mathias said. "It's 
apparent they aren't looking out for 
anyone but the almighty dollar." 

Prior to Wheeling's annexation of 
the land, Buffalo Grove had pub-
lished notice of its intent to annex 
the property, which is bordered on 
three sides by Buffalo Grove. 

However, the Roland Schwind 
family, the property owners, asked 
Wheeling to intervene. 

Good Neiahbor 
policy 

Final census numbers 
contain few surprises 

r
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W
ith neighbors like these, who 
needs enemies? 
Buffalo Grove and Wheeling 
officials go out of their way these 

days to describe the relationship between 
the bordering towns as neighborly. To hear 
them tell it, the two are bosom buddies. 

But in reality, the two villages find 
themselves on opposite sides of two critical 
issues facing their common border, the 
annexation of large parcels of property at 
Weiland and Lake-Cook Roads, and the 
proposed widening of Lake-Cook to seven 
lanes. 

It is understandable why village officials 
would want to operate with the utmost 
politeness in their dealings with each 
other. But it's a disservice to residents to 
gloss over the differences and insist all is 
rosy when very important issues are 
hanging in the balance. 

Perhaps if a state of crisis was 
proclaimed along Buffalo Grove's eastern 
border with Wheeling, it would prompt 
leaders from the two towns to hold peace 
summits and reach compromises. The 
compromises could go a long way in 
alleviating the fears of residents near this 
unproclaimed war zone, who at present are 
confused by all the "neighborly" rhetoric 
and wonder if they have been abandoned. 

Would a good neighbor, for example, 
open the door to commercial development 
on a parcel of land surrounded by 
residences on three sides, as Wheeling has 
done with the Wal-Mart proposal? And if it 
did, would the other be acting neighborly if 
it refused sewage rights, leaving the first 
town high and dry on these properties. 

As if the Wal-Mart deal had not been 
divisive enough, Wheeling has now 
annexed more land north of the initial 
piece, owned by the same farmer, who no 
doubt realized where he could get a better 
deal. Rumors are now flying about Target 
stores or other discount chains. 

Would a good neighbor refuse its 
friend's request to funnel traffic from the 
new department store onto a sidestreet like 
Weiland Road, rather than a major 
thoroughfare, to prevent another stop light 
from being erected on the major street? 
Wheeling insists the Walmart property 
must have its entrance and exit off of 
Lake-Cook Road, shrugging off suggestions 
to the contrary. 

And would good neighbors find 
themselves on opposite sides of one of the 
most explosive issues facing the region, a 
road widening project that could split one 
of the towns in half? Wheeling supports 
Lake-Cook's widening while Buffalo Grove 
is adamantly opposed to it. 

Both towns say it is possible to agree to 
disagree and remain good neighbors. With 
that logic, maybe there's hope yet for 
Buffalo Grove and Long Grove. 

By B. H. MERENS 
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Dramatic growth in n7‘ove, Buffalo 
Grove and Wheeling which occurred in the 
'80s won't be as strong this decade, village 
officials predicted when discussing recently 
released census figures. 

Officials speaking to the question of pop-
ulation growth in the '90s also addressed 
topics including residential and commercial 
development, infrastructure projects and 
potential annexations. 

Recently released census figures compar-
ing population growth from 1980 to 1990 
show that Long Grove grew by 125 percent 
from 2,013 to 4,740; Buffalo Grove grew 64 
percent from 22,230 to 36,427; and that 
Wheeling grew 29 percent from 23,266 to 
29,911. 

Long Grove Village Manager D. M. "Cal" 
Doughty said the village has been able to 
handle the increase in population and sub-
sequent increase in demand for services 
because the growth was planned for. He 
said it didn't happen all at once and the 
village utilizes computer technology to help 
run the business of Long Grove. 

"Our growth didn't just happen. It (took 
place) over a ten-year period, Doughty said. 
"We're going to mellow out. We're going to 
grow but we're going to control how it hap-
pens." 

He added that he thought Long Grove 
might increase another 2,000 people by the 
end of the decade. 

The census numbers were no surprise in 
Buffalo Grove and Wheeling because both 
communities had special censuses taken 
during the mid-eighties. 

Buffalo Grove took censuses in both 1985 
and 1988. Wheeling took a special census in 
1986. 

"I do not think we'll necessarily see the 
same pace of development we've seen in 
the past three or four years," said Village 
Planner Bob Pfeil, adding, "We weren't 
overwhelmed by the growth." 

Tax income 
Buffalo Grove Finance Director Bill Brim 

said the increased population numbers 
translate into increased state tax revenues 
of about $230,000 made up of motor fuel tax 
and income tax monies. 

"We'll also see some expanding retail 
opportunities (this decade)," Pfeil,  said. 
"Obviously, there will be additional costs. 
There's just more area to serve, people to 
serve." 

Brims added that the village will develop 
from within with "fill-in" growth as opposed 
to large-scale annexations. He said the vil-
lage's fiscal expansion will be seen through 
expanded retail opportunities along with 
some commercial and industrial develop-
ment. 

Wheeling Director of Finance Bob Fial-
kowski said his community's increased pop-
ulation figures will translate into about 
$180,000 worth of extra tax revenues but 
added that the increased costs to the village 
will outweigh the fiscal gain. 

"It is real hard to quantitatively analyze 
it," Fialkowski said. "We've substantially 
increased the numbers of (village) person-
nel. (It) certainly (has) outstripped the 
amount of growth. Obviously growth is cost-
ing us money." 

Wheeling Community Development Direc-
tor Mike Klitzke said the increased growth 
and related costs were expected. 

"There really were no areas that were 
surprises. The growth was (planned for) in 
our comprehensive plan," Klitzke said, add-
ing, "I don't expect large land growth or 
annexations to occur (this decade). We are 
now surrounded by adjacent municipalities. 
The available developmental land ... is lim-
ited." 

Size challenges 

Wheeling Village Manager Craig Ander-
son said he accepts that there are increased 
challenges when a town grows but he added 
that Wheeling has been able to deal with 
increases in traffic, service needs and costs. 

"The growth has been gradual enough 
that we've been able to handle it without 
having to spend major, major, major 
amounts of money. It hasn't really taxed 
us," Anderson said. "I think the growth, 
whatever occurs in the nineties, will be very 
gradual and will be less pronounced than in 
the '80s." 

Buffalo Grove Village Manager Bill Bal-
ling echoed Anderson's comments about his 
village's growth. He noted that Buffalo 
Grove will grow at a lesser rate in the next 
nine years. And he added that the village 
master plan forecasts this. 

"I think the tenants of the master plan 
are in place," Balling said. "I think the chal-
lenge of the nineties wil be road upgrades. 
If the regional and state agencies don't act 
on roads, then region will suffer." 

Would 
good 
neighbors 
find 
themselves 
on 
opposite 

sides of 
one of the 
most 
explosive 
issues 
facing the 
region? 
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Six hopefuls vie for 3 trustee posts 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

After uncontested elections for vil-
lage trustee in 1989, Wheeling voters 
will once again have some choices to 
make in the voting booth this spring 
when six candidates vie for three vil-
lage trustee positions. 

However, there will be no choices 
this time around in the races for 
park district commissioner and Indi-
an Trails library board trustee, 
where the number of candidates equ-
als the number of seats open on each 
board. 

There are two new candidates for 
the park district board because com-
missioners Edward L. Klocke and 
Donald P. Lark have decided not to 
seek re-election. But all of the candi-
dates for seats on the library board 
are incumbents. 

The lack of new candidates for li-
brary board seats is reminiscent of 
the village trustee election in 1989 
when Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz and three incumbent trus-
tees ran uncontested. 

But the formation of a new politi-
cal party, the Citizens Action Party, 
has guaranteed that in 1991, at least, 
contested elections are back in 
Wheeling and depending on the out-
come of the elections, the political 
balance in the village could change 
significantly. 

The Citizens Action Party, formed 
by incumbent Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato, will field three candidates for 
trustee. 

Abruscato, who ran as an inde-
pendent in 1987, said she felt it was 
time for the village to return to the 
two-party political system. 

"I feel that you need to belong," 
Abruscato said of her decision to 
form the party. "Being an independ-
ent was nice but I have found candi-
dates who think in some of the same  

Edward H. Main 

Zoning Board of Appeals. 
Lynch, 37, a resident of the 

Longtree subdivision in Wheeling for 
711/2  years, is a past-president of the 
Wheeling Jaycees. He is currently 
vice-president of the Wheeling 
Fourth of July committee. 

DeVito, 34, has been a village resi-
dent his entire life. He is co-owner of 
a metal fabricating and auto build-
ing company in Palatine. 

Abruscato, Lynch and DeVito will 
face off against three candidates 
from the Wheeling Upward Party, 
formed during the 1987 elections. 

Incumbent Trustee Anthony Al-
tieri will head the Upward Party 
ticket. He will be joined by Village 
Clerk Lois J. Gaffke and Wheeling 
Township Trustee Edward H. Main, 
both seeking their first terms as 
trustee. 

Altieri, '52, is seeking his third 
term as trustee. He served seven 
years as chairman of the Wheeling 
Plan Commission and has served as 
president of the Wheeling Jaycees. 

Gaffke, is seeking her first term as 
trustee. She has served as village 
clerk since 1989. Before that she 
served three years on the Wheeling 
Plan Commission. She has served as 
co-chairman of the Wheeling Family 
Fest for the past two years. 

Main, 46, is also seeking his first 
term as trustee. He is currently  

Lois J. Gaffke 

chairman of the Wheeling Board of 
Fire and Police Commissioners and 
a Wheeling Township trustee. He is a 
past-chairman of the Wheeling Park 
District Advisory Committee and 
past-president of the Wheeling 
Chamber of Commerce. 
• Garbage is perceived by the Citi-

zens Action Party to be one of the 
bigger issues of the campaign. Until 
April 1990, garbage was picked up 
twice a week. But after new state 
laws for the handling of yard waste 
were enacted, the village changed to 
once-a-week garbage pick up and 
once-a-week yard waste pick up. 

Both parties would like to see a 
commuter train station in the vil-
lage, but how they will push for it is 
still unknown. 

Upward Party candidates will also 
address noise from the Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport and traffic 
congestion along the village's main 
roads during the campaign. 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
will throw her support behind the 
Upward Party. 

"I have worked and campaigned 
with Tony," she said. "I think Lois 
Gaffke will make a fine trustee and 
Ed Main certainly is qualified, he 
has been very active in the commu-
nity." 

Schultz said taxes would probably 

See TRUSTEE on Paae_3 

Anthony Altieri 

realms." 
Abruscato will head the Citizens 

Action Party slate joined by Michael 
Lynch of 675 Longtree and David 
DeVito of 638 Merle. 

Abruscato, 56, and a village resi-
dent for 24 years, is seeking her sec-
ond term as trustee. She is the presi-
dent of the Wheeling Fourth of July 
Committee and has served on the 

Election '91 

Wheeling Village Board 
Vacancies Incumbents 
3 seats Judy Abruscato, Anthony Altieri Jr., 

James Whittington 

Who's filed 
Anthony Altieri Current trustee, project engineer, 

Upward Party. 
Judy Abruscato Current trustee, personal banking 

officer, Citizens Action Party. 
Edward H. Main Wheeling township trustee, director 

of business development, 
Upward Party. 

Michael Lynch Safety loss control engineer, 
Citizens Action Party. 

Lois J. Gaffke Village clerk, vice president of a well 
drilling company, Upward Party. 

David DeVito Business owner, Citizens Action 
Party. 

TRUSTEE: Six candidates vie for 3 posts 
Continued from Page 1 

not enter into the campaign because 
residents feel trustees are, for the 
most part, spending wisely. 

"People feel well informed," she 
said. "They usually feel that they 
have been heard by trustees." 

The board of trustees is now made 
up of six trustees who were support-
ed by Schultz and Abruscato who ran 
against the Schultz ticket in 1987. If 
the Citizens Action Party candidates  

are elected in April, a significant 
change in the way the village board 
votes on some issues could result. 

And although the races for Indian 
Trails trustee and park district com-
missioner are shaping up to be less 
heated than the race for village trus-
tee, there will be at least one big is-
sue in each of those campaigns. 

Park District Commissioners will 
have a hand in planning a new fami-
ly sports complex on property re-
cently purchased by the district on  

Dundee Road next to village hall. 
Commissioners will also have to 

decide if additional funds are needed 
for the project and, if so, where that 
money will come from. 

And library board trustees will be 
faced with the report from their al-
ternative services committee about 
what changes the library needs to 
make if it is going to continue to 
serve its growing population. Trus-
tees will decide to act on that recom-
mendation and also how to pay for it. 



Wheeling votes no, then yes 
to annex Lake-Cook property 

0 t( /Tr 
The dozens of residents in atten-

dance cheered and left. 
But then the board went into execu-

tive session, returned, reconsidered its 
zoning action, and voted to allow the 
commercial designation. 

"They stumbled through some pro-
cess that we are still trying to evalu-
ate. The facts are going to play out 
loud and clear over the next couple of 
weeks," Buffalo Grove Village Man-
ager William Balling said Tuesday 
morning. "Our goals have not 
changed. We still want to see that 
property in the village." 

Buffalo Grove has published its 
intentions to annex the property at its 
next board meeting Monday night. Vil-
lage Board President Verna Clayton 
and Balling met Tuesday to discuss 
what action to take, including going 
ahead with an annexation ordinance. 

Village attorney William Raysa also 
is said to be looking into the legality 

By B. H. MERENS 
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Buffalo Grove 

T

dfficials are 
investigating the legality of Wheeling's 
annexation of a piece of land north of 
Lake-Cook Road and Weiland, and 
may consider their own annexation of 
the same property next Monday night. 

Wheeling officials annexed two par-
cels of property Monday that are adja-
cent to both towns along Lake-Cook 
Road. The towns are fighting over the 
northern 20 acre parcel. Buffalo Grove 
has not contested the action taken on 
the southern parcel slated for a Wal-
Mart and Sam's Discount Warehouse. 

Buffalo Grove officials and Wheel-
ing residents left Monday's Wheeling 
board meeting thinking they had won 
their fight to stop commercial zoning 
on the northern parcel. Wheeling 
trustees had initially voted to refuse 
the commercial designation. 

of Wheeling's actions and the annex-
ation agreement. 

Mistake 

Three Wheeling board members 
originally voted against the commer-
cial zoning designation. But the three 
said they didn't realize the annexation 
agreement contained a clause making 
the whole deal dependent on commer-
cial zoning. 

"Contemporaneously with the adop-
tion of the ordinance annexing the 
subject property, the Village shall 
adopt an ordinance to amend the vil-
lage zoning map to classify the subject 
property into the B3 zoning classifica-
tion under the village of wheeling zon-
ing ordinance," the clause reads. 

Wheeling annexed the southern par-
cel first, making the village adjacent 

(Continued on page 18) 
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BY ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The fight to build a regional land-
fill near Bartlett has gone on so long, 
it's only natural that it would invite a 
Biblical comparison. 

"David took on Goliath and beat 
him," said Bartlett Village Presi-
dent John A. Stark. "And it wasn't 
easy." 

Opponents of the massive 142-acre 
project needed the help of the Army 
Corps of Engineers Thursday to de-
liver the biggest blow — and it did, 
ruling the plan falls short in protect-
ing wildlife and in considering alter-
native sites. Developing the site 
would mean the loss of a wooded 
habitat for endangered birds, partic- 

ularly the migratory Great Blue 
Heron, according to the ruling. The 
Army Corps also faulted the propos-
al for failing to prove the site was the 
"least damaging alternative." 

"We are extremely pleased, but 
we are not surprised by the Army 
Corps decision," Stark said. 

Elgin Mayor George Van De-
Voorde called it a big win for envi-
ronmentalists. "I think it's a victory 
for ecology — pure and simple." 

While the village of Bartlett has in-
vested five years and $250,000 to lead 
the fight with other communities to 
knock down the plans, the 26-com-
munity Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County also has stood 
strong, spending $12 million to move 
the project forward. The Army 

Continued from Page 1 

slated for a 1993 opening, still may 
bevirschedule, Abolt said. 

SWANCC officials point out that 
the Army Corps calls the project a 
"commendable plan." Except for 
the wildlife issue, the corps said the 
project's "reasonably foreseeable 
benefits outweigh its foreseeable 
detriments." 

"It's like getting a 95 percent or 
more on your test and being told you 
still didn't pass," Abolt said. 

The Army Corps, Abolt said, has 
gone beyond its jurisdiction. "The 
corps concluded that the needs of 
800,000 people come second to the 
birds on the site," he said. 

An Army Corps permit was the 
last official nod that the project 
needed to proceed. It could have ap-
proved or denied the permit or re-
quired an intensive environmental 
study that would have delayed a fi-
nal decision at least a year. 

By outright denying the permit,  

Corps' permit denial, say SWANCC 
officials, is more of a stumble than a 
fall and they pledged to continue 
with the project. 

"We've got an urgent need for 
waste disposal capacity," SWANCC 
Executive Director William Abolt 
said, adding that according to state 
estimates landfill space for the 
Northwest suburbs could run out in 
the mid-1990s. 

"It's safe to say that 90 percent of 
the site does not fall within the Corps 
of Engineers' jurisdiction," Abolt 
said. "We could move forward with 
work on those areas not subject to 
the corps' jurisdiction." 

That could mean that the balefill, 

See BALEFILL on Page 4 

balefill opponents say the Army 
Corps' decision vindicates their 
claims that the balefill, so-called be-
cause the garbage is compressed 
into bales, would threaten wildlife on 
one of the few remaining large tracts 
of wooded area and would affect 
drinking water to 350,000 people liv-
ing south of the site. 

"Quite frankly, SWANCC didn't 
even make it to first base (with the 
Army Corps)," said Rep. Dennis 
Hastert, of Batavia. 

Hastert and Stark called on the 
solid waste group to change its strat-
egy and abandon the proposed 
project. 

"I would seriously advise 
SWANCC to recognize when the fight 
is over and find another site," Stark 
said. 

But the solid waste agency is still 
armed with permits issued by the 
Cook County Board and the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency 
and could go ahead with most of the 
project, Abolt said. 

— - — 
to the northern parcel, and 
fair game for either side. 
Wheeling also has approved 
initial plans for a Wal-Mart 
and Sam's Discount Ware-
house on the south parcel. 

The entire property is 
owned by Roland Schwind, 
his wife and two daughters. 
Schwind said he would rather 
not be annexed by either vil-
lage, but that if he didn't 
actively pursue an annex-
ation, he believes his north 
parcel would be involuntarily 
annexed by Buffalo Grove. 
He said he didn't want that. 

Schwind added that he has 
lived in the area all his life 
and didn't wish to cause his 

Corps rejects balefill plan 
neighbors any hardship. He 
said he has no plans to' 
develop his north parcel of 
land. 

"These are all my neigh-
bors and I don't want to 
antagonize any of them. I 
don't know when I'll develop 
it. I still like farming. It 
might be five or ten years," 
he said. 

Schwind's attorney, Bar-
bara Baran, told the board 
that its action to reconside-
the zoning designation was 
"the right thing to do." Shf 
also told the board that they 
had a legal obligation to 
abide by the annexation 
agreement. 



Diyersity attracts new asst. village manager 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Joni Beaudry, new assistant village manager in Wheeling, 
studies the issues that she will work on in her new post. 

Daily Herald PhotoNincent Pierri 

New Wheeling Assistant Village 
Manager Joni L. Beaudry visited the 
village twice before accepting the 
job. She liked what she saw. 

"What impressed me most about 
Wheeling is its diversity," Beaudry 
said. "Not just in housing but cultur-
ally and economically also." 

So after four and one our years 
as assistant town manager in Essex, 
Vt.,Beaudry decided to pack up and 
return to the Midwest. 

She said that her experience in Es-
sex, including a stint as interim town 
manager, was "well rounded." 

"Because it was a smaller commu-
nity (18,000), I got to work on a vari-
ety of projects including renovation 
of a 150-year-old building," she said. 
"I also worked closely with the town 
board, as the liaison between the de-
partment heads and the board. I 
doubt I will be working that closely 
with this village board. Here I will be 
working on more specific projects." 

Beaudry, 29, was selected from 70 
people to replace David Kowal, who 
left the village in early August to be-
come assistant village manager in 
Northbrook. She will be paid $45,000 
annually. 

Some of the projects that she will 
work on are negotiating a new cable 
agreement with TCI of Illinois and 
evaluating the village's recycling 
and waste removal programs. 

Beaudry also will negotiate con-
tracts with the village's unions. Al-
though she handled employee rela-
tions in Essex, she expects the task  

to be a bit different in Wheeling be-
cause the village has a number of 
civil service employees. 

Beaudry said she has been inter-
ested in public service work since 
she was a child, growing up in north-
ern Minnesota. 

"My parents were active in the 
city council," she said. "So we 
learned all that civic stuff." 

Beaudry has a master's degree in 
public administration from 
Northeastern University in Boston 
and a bachelor's degree in political 
science from Moorhead State Uni-
versity in Minnesota. After a year as 
a congressional staff assistant, 
Beaudry decided she wanted to work 
at the local government level. 

"I felt I could be more effective at 
the local level than I could at the 
state or federal level," she said. 

The move to Wheeling will give 
Beaudry a chance to see how she 
likes working for a bigger communi-
ty. And although she is not required 
to do so in her contract, Beaudry 
also has chosen to live in the village. 

"I am happy to be living in Wheel-
ing," she said. "I can get a better 
sense of the community." 

But she said this area is a little 
more densely populated than she is 
used to. 

"I am overwhelmed at all the 
shopping centers and commercial 
building," she said." 

Beaudry hopes to join some local 
civic organizations as another way 
to get to know the community. How-
ever, she also is aware of the dan-
gers of becoming too immersed in 
her new responsibilities. 

"I am very aware of the need for a 
balance between my personal and 
professional life," she said. 

And she is also very happy to be 
back in the Midwest. 

"New England has its own special  

style of living," she said. "But I al-
ways knew I would move back to the 
Midwest. The Midwest doesn't see 
the booms that either coast sees — it 
is more steady. I like to live some-
place that is more stable." 

Trusters wade through waste removal options 
Village of Wheeling trustees will 

consider the options for handling 
yard waste removal in the coming 
months when they meet Monday 
night. 

While village officials are recom-
mending that the trustees go with 
the same program that was used last 
year, they have prepared other op-
tions that the trustees may wish to 
consider. 

Under the 1990 program, refuse — 

TIM WIWI AINIRAD 

normally picked up twice weekly —
was picked up once a week and yard 
waste was picked up once a week. 
Continuation of that program would 
mean that there would be no addi-
tioi.0 cost to residents. But some 
residents have complained that they 
have problems with maggots and 
odor when their garbage is only  

picked up once a week. 
Trustees must consider the sepa-

rate collection of yard waste be-
cause of changes in the state laws, 
enacted July 1, 1990, concerning the 
handling of yard waste. 

Other options that the trustees will 
discuss include keeping refuse pick 
up at twice a week and adding anoth-
er collection for yard waste. Howev-
er, this program would result in an 
increased fee to residents. 

The top meeting 
Who:The Wheeling Vil-
lage Board 

Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road 

When:8 p.m. Monday 

Wheeling cop discrimination trial goes to jury 
In his closing argument, Press- us," he said. 

ley's attorney, Robert Burns, said Powers, a village trustee from 
Haeger's testimony during the trial 1977 to 1985, testified that in the sum-
was meant to convince the jury that mer of 1982 while waiting for some 
Pressley was an "unsympathetic budget handouts he heard Haeger 
and calculating man." say, "I'm going to have trouble with 

"He believes that a black man's that nigger cop." 
self esteem is not important com- Haeger, under oath, denied ever 
pared to a desire to win," Burns making such a statement. 
said. "In many instances, he testi- Powers also said he did not tell fel- 
fied differently on the stand than he low trustees about the comment, but 
did on other occasions." in September 1982, he told Pressley 

But William Kurnik, Haeger's at- after he learned that Haeger had 
torney, said Pressley had not leveled accused Pressley of illicit sexual be- 
with the jurors. havior. The village board of fire and 

"I believe the evidence shows that police commissioners later ruled 
in crucial areas, Bob Pressley and that Haeger did not have enough evi-
Roger Powers were not leveling with dence to support the charge. 

"Common sense says he would 
have told someone earlier that their 
new police chief was making racial 
statements," Kurnik said. 

Before sending the jury to deli-
beration, Judge Paul E. Plunkett in-
structed them that in order to rule in 
favor of Pressley, they must believe 
that the evidence showed that 
Haeger made decisions based on 
race. He said it was not up to the 
jury to decide if Haeger's actions 
were right or wrong, only if they 
were based on race. 

Pressley, who is still on the Wheel-
ing police force, is asking the jurors 
to assess both compensatory and 
punitive damages against Haeger.  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff  Writer 

Attorneys' arguments in the trial 
involving a racial discrimination 
lawsuit against Wheeling's police 
chief drew to a close in U.S. District 
Court Friday with both sides charg-
ing the other with manipulating the 
truth. 

Robert Pressley, who for 11 years 
was the only black police officer in 
the department, charged that be-
cause of racial discrimination, Po-
lice Chief Michael F. Haeger with-
held raises, condoned racial harass-
ment and accused him of illicit 
sexual activity. 

mew...II )  42,6 , 4) 1 ctql 
Flak tackets due for Wheeling firefighters 

Thomas Allen was responding to the paramedics will be using will 
a call about an unconscious person be worn on the outside of their 
in a car in the Cook County Forest clothing. They will be a bright col- 

In what the Wheeling fire chief Preserve along Lake-Cook Road, or and carry the "star of life," an 
calls "a sign of the times," village when he came face to face with a internationally recognized symbol 
paramedics soon will begin wear- loaded gun. of emergency medical personnel. 
ing bullet-proof flak jackets on "I was leaning into the car to Phillip Carpenter Amvets Post 
certain types of calls. pull the guy out," Allen said. "He No. 66 in Wheeling is purchasing 

"I don't want to make it sound was slumped over. I had my arms the vests, which cost $775 each, for 
like there is a gun battle going on around him to pull him out and he the fire department. - 
out there," said Chief Keith S. Ma- reached under the seat and pulled Amvet Robert Hettinger said the 
clsaac. "tut there have been inci- out a gun. It was about six inches post originally approached the po- 
dents and its time that we started from me." lice department with the offer but 
thinking about the safety of our A Wheeling police officer and a learned the police had money in 
personnel." Cook County Sheriff disarmed the their budget for the vests. When 

And firefighter Francis Gambro, gunman but the experience Hettinger learned of the incident 
who has spearheaded research prompted the paramedics to take involving Allen, the Amvets decid- 
into the purchase of bullet-proof a serious look at some safety pre- ed to offer the money to the fire 
vests, said that an incident involv- cautions. department. Eventually they hope 
ing a paramedic last fall "was the Unlike bullet-proof vests worn to buy four, two for each of the de- 
last straw." by most police officers, the vests partment's ambulances.  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 



BY LARRY SMI 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Prospect Heights aldermen have 
decided that, for now, they will not 
take a position on a referendum 
for a proposed $1.15 million bond 
issue for the Prospect Heights Ru-
ral Fire Protection District. 

Fire Chief Donald R. Gould Jr. 
said the money will be used to up-
grade equipment, improve safety 
of personnel and expand the fire 
station at 10 E. Camp McDonald 
Road. 

Gould was seeking support from 
the city council to help in the dis-
trict's effort to get permission to 
borrow the money through issuing 
bonds, a decision that would in-
crease property taxes by about $40 
per year. 

The council said it needed more 
time to study the proposal before 
anyone would commit to support-
ing the referendum. 

Acting Mayor Jerry Meyer said 
everyone on the council wants to 
work with the fire district to make 
sure the city's residents receive 
the best possible service. 

"The city has always had a good 
rapport with the fire district," 
Meyer said. 

The fire district is proposing 
building an addition to the existing 
station that will include sleeping 
quarters, a training room, a locker 
room and an exercise room. They 
are also planning to purchase a 
fire engine, a ladder truck and to 
rebuild another pumper truck, 
Gould said. 

"We are lonkino into the future 

in case we expand our bounda-
ries," Gould said. 

The present fire trucks need to 
be modified to allow space for 
more firefighters because the 
state mandates that all fire-
fighters must be in an enclosed 
area on trucks. 

Fire district officials had consid-
ered putting the referendum on the 
ballot a few years ago but decided 
not to because they wanted to wait 
to see the results of a referendum 
to consolidate with the Wheeling 
Township Fire Protection District. 
That referendum was defeated. 

Although a bond issue would in-
crease property taxes, the im-
provements and equipment up-
grades will allow homeowners to 
save money on their fire insur-
ance. Gould said. 

tts council mum on fire referendum 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees asked village 
officials to gather more informa-
tion on two options for integrating 
yard waste removal with the vil-
lage's regular refuse collection. 

The Monday debate was yet an-
other round in the battle to find the 
best way to eliminate grass and 
tree clippings without handing res-
idents another increase in garbage 
pickup prices. 

Last year, trustees approved 
once-a-week pickup during the 
prime growing season - April 1 
through Nov. 30 - after changes in 
state law prohibited refuse haulers 
from taking yard waste to land-
fills. 

Now some residents are com-
plaining about giving up one day of 
their now twice-weekly garbage 
collection during growing season. 

Some, including Trustee Judy 
Abruscato, want that second gar-
bage collection day back, and they 
are willing to pay for it. 

Abruscato favors moving to a 
bag-and-sticker system, where 
residents would purchase a special 
paper bag for yard waste and then 
purchase a special sticker from 
Buffalo Grove/Wheeling Disposal 
to have the bag taken away. 

"With once-a-week pickup you 
still have a smell when it is 95 de-
grees and you still have the bugs," 
she said. 

"I would rather see two-day ser-
vice continued and pay for a bag," 

Abruscato said. 
Other trustees are interested in 

the idea of a subscription service 
that would allow residents who 
want their garbage picked up 
twice a week to pay extra. 

Buffalo Grove trustees recently 
decided to give the subscription 
service a try during the eight-
month growing season. 

The cost to Buffalo Grove resi-
dents who want an additional gar-
bage pickup will be $2.95 per 
month. 

Wheeling village manager Craig 
Anderson will gather dollar 
amounts, including the cost of a 
subscription service and the costs 
for stickers and paper bags, for 
the trustees before they make a fi-
nal decision, due later this month. 

eehng trustees eye yard waste solutions 
--5-.7/  

'Buffalo Grove grabs 20 acres 
in first round of land battle 
BY AMYARR 41- 51 1  " Ifavor, stating the voluntary annexa- 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Buffalo Grove trustees on Monday 
annexed 20 acres recently annexed 
by Wheeling - paving the way for 
what likely will be a lengthy battle 
between the two towns and the prop-
erty owner. 

Trustees unanimously agreed to 
annex the Roland Schwind family 
property located at the northeast 
corner of Weiland and Lake-Cook 
roads, despite pleas from the fami-
ly's attorney who urged the board to 
"follow the law they created" in a 
previous case. 

The case of the Schwind property 
annexation almost identically mir-
rors a recent border dispute between 
Buffalo Grove and Long Grove, at-
torney Barbara Baran said. 

In that case, Long Grove published 
its intent to annex the 5.2 acres at the 
northwest corner of Arlington 
Heights Road and Route 83 prior to 
Buffalo Grove's annexation of the 
land. However, the owner of that 
property filed a petition to voluntari-
ly annex into Buffalo Grove. 

The court ruled in Buffalo Grove's 
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tion took precedence over the pub-
lished intent. 

Now, the Schwinds have filed a pe-
tition to voluntarily annex into 
Wheeling, but Buffalo Grove was 
first to publish its intent to annex the 
property. 

"I am asking you to follow the 
very law this village created in the 
(Long Grove) case, and rather than-
be Long Grove, be Buffalo Grove in 
this case," Baran said. 

Buffalo Grove Village Attorney 
William Raysa said he could not of-
fer a legal opinion because he had 
not had a chance to review the case. 
However, Raysa did say Buffalo 
Grove officials had no choice but to 
annex the land if they even wish to 
attempt to keep the land later. 

Had the board not annexed the 
property on Monday, the village 
would have had no legal interest in 
the property and therefore could not 
have filed any objections to Wheel-
ing's annexation, Raysa said. 

Buffalo Grove officials object to 
Wheeling's decision to change the 
zoning on the property from residen-
tial to commercial. 
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EDITORIALS 7 ...RAH) 
Try again on 
balefill proposal 

Roadblocks are nothing new for planners of a regional landfill 
planned for construction near Bartlett. The Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County, representing 26 suburban communities that 
would benefit from the landfill, has faced strong and well-organized 
opposition from Barlett-area residents since the plan's inception. 
And SWANCC officials had to try twice before winning approval 
from the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency. 

But last Thursday's rejection of the project by the Army Corps of 
Engineers represents the most imposing roadblock yet, because 
without the Corps' approval, there will be no balefill. 

Waste agency officials have three choices. They can revise their 
plans in an effort to win the Corps' approval; they can sue the 
Corps, claiming that the engineers overstepped their jurisdiction in 
their reasons for rejecting the project; or they can abandon the 
proposed site and look for a different one. 

With good reason, SWANCC officials are least likely to choose the 
third option. The only compelling reason to simply drop plans for 
this site now would have been evidence that the balefill might 
contaminate the Newark Valley Aquifer, source of drinking water 
for hundreds of thousands of people. But the Army Corps of 
Engineers did not reject the project on that basis; the Corps 
indicated that the balefill would not pose any such risk if the balefill 
were operated as plans indicate it will be. 

Instead, the Corps issued a thumbs-down for two other reasons. 
One, the Corps said developing the site for solid waste disposal 
would mean the loss of a wooded habitat for endangered birds. 
Second, the Corps faulted SWANCC for failing to prove that this site 
is the "least damaging alternative" among various sites. 

Should SWANCC sue the Corps or revise their plans and try again 
for the Corps' approval? Both routes entail risks. SWANCC 
Executive Director William Abolt fears that the Corps' position on 
woodlands and wetlands may have established an impasse that 
cannot be dissolved by revised plans. Litigation, however, could 
prove to be a lengthy process, and if SWANCC were to lose in court, 
it would still have to attempt a compromise with with the Corps or 
to look for a new site anyway. That being a case, it could be most 
prudent for the solid waste agency to look for any possible solution 
that might satisfy the Corps' concerns about woodlands. 

Siting a landfill has to be a rigorous exercise, one that offers 
ample opportunity for public comment and one in which 
government officials press landfill planners to revise, fine-tune and 
improve plans. We think that has occurred over the life of this 
project. We do not suggest the balefill is a perfect solution, but we 
have generally supported the plan on the grounds that it represents 
the most reasonable and manageable plan anyone has advanced for 
disposing of solid waste generated throughout the Northwest 
suburbs. Unless someone can demonstrate now that there's a better 
site for this project, SWANCC and the Army Corps ought to keep 
looking for a way to make this one work. 
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dais sue to save trees at landfill site 
BY ANNE SCHMITT 

Bartlett and Elgin officials 
asked a Kane County Circuit Court 
judge Friday to block plans by pro-
ponents of a proposed landfill to 
cut trees at the site. 

The Solid Waste Agency of 
Northern Cook County, which 
wants to build a 142-acre landfill at 
Gifford and West Bartlett roads, 
has not started to clear trees at the 
site, but the threat to do so was 
enough to move opponents into ac- 

on. 
The suit, filed jointly by the two 

municipalities and Bartlett Police 
Chief William McHugh, a resident 
of Evanston — one of the 26 
SWANCC communities — seeks to 

restrain the solid waste agency 
from felling trees on the site. 

It alleges that the act would 
violate rules of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Conservation requiring 
that it be consulted when disrupt-
ing endangered or threatened 
wildlife. 

It also argues that cutting trees 
exceeds SWANCC's legal authority 
as a municipal corporation. 

The US Army Corps of Engi-
neers denied the solid waste agen-
cy's request for a permit to build 
the landfill, citing the destruction 
of wooded wildlife habitat and 
SWANCC's failure to provide an 
adequate study of alternatives. 

That denial, said William Coul-
son, an attorney hired by Bartlett, 
prohibits the solid waste agency 

from clearing the site because it 
can't build a landfill without the 
Army Corps permit. And, as a cor-
poration that answers to taxpay-
ers, it may not clear trees for any 
other purpose than building the 
landfill, he said. 

SWANCC Executive Director 
William Abolt dismissed the suit 
as a "political and public relations 
move." 

Solid waste agency officials 
agreed to begin the tree-clearing 
this month so that construction of 
the balef ill — so called because 
garbage is compacted into bales 
before being deposited in a landfill 
— can begin this summer. The 
agency agreed not to cut trees in 
spring or summer when migratory 
birds are nesting at the site. 

Black Wheeling officer • .• • 
discrimination suit 

Village to reveal 
annexation flaws 

Sat get 
- By John Gorman —  

A federal jury Tuesday awarded 
$40,000 to a black police officer 
who accused Wheeling's police 
chief of racial discrimination. 

"I'm glad I'm finally vindicated. 
My life has been on hold for eight 
years," said Patrol Officer Robert 
Pressley, who in 1983 sued the 
chief, Michael Haeger, charging ra-
cial harassment. 

"The jury basically found Chief 
Haeger to be a racist," Pressley's 
attorney, Alan Freedman, said 
shortly after the verdict was read 
in the courtroom of U.S. District 
Judge Paul Plunkett. 

"This man was extremely coura-
geous to go ahead with this case." 

The jury deliberated for three 
days before returning the verdict 
to cap a two-week trial. But the 
jury denied Pressley punitive dam-
ages. 

Hired in 1978, he was the first 
black officer on the Wheeling Po-
lice Department. 

The verdict ends one battle in a 
long-running conflict between 
Pressley and Haeger that stemmed 
from a September 1982 incident 
in which the officer was accused of 
having sex with a woman one 
morning in the parking lot of a 
Wheeling restaurant. 

In that incident, Freedman said, 
Pressley had just worked the mid-
night shift and had had breakfast 
with his girlfriend when a female 
customer phoned Wheeling village 
authoriti s to complain that 

Wheeliegs 
Continued from page 1 
said. 

In addition, the suit charged, Hae-
ger questioned Pressley about his fi-
nancial affairs and ordered him to 
pay certain bills "or face disciplinary 
action." 

"The plaintiff was subjected to ra-
cial slurs, epithets and jokes by fel-
low officers, which have included the 
anonymous placing of racist car- 

Pressley had exited a van zipping 
his pants. 

As a result of that complaint, 
the suit charged, Haeger suspend-
ed Pressley from the force for two 
days without pay. The suit 
claimed that the "charges would 
not have been brought if he 
[Pressley] was not a member of 
the black race." Pressley was not 
arrested or formally charged with 
wrongdoing. 

"Haeger assumed that because it 
was a black police officer in a van 
for an hour, he was having sex," 
Freedman said outside court Tues-
day. 

Haeger's attorney, William Kur-
nik, said the chief was stunned by 
the jury's decision. 

"I think we were both quite sur-
prised," Kurnik said. "I think I felt 
that my client's personality would 
come through. I found it incredi-
ble that the jury would conclude 
the department was racist, let 
alone my client." 

In the suit, Freedman charged 
that in January 1983 Haeger gave 
Pressley half the raise to which he 
was entitled, and then did not 
grant him the three months of ret-
roactive pay due him. 

"All of the employee perform-
ance evaluations of the plaintiff 
undertaken [by Wheeling] have 
shown him [Pressley] to be a com-
petent police officer with no indi-
cations that his work was unsatis-
factory or substandard," the suit 

See Wheeling, 1. 10 
loons in the plainurrs Mailbox," 'the 
suit charged. 

In the years since he filed suit, 
Presiley has remained on the job, 
and he vows to stay. 

"I enjoy working for the citizens 
of Wheeling," said Pressley, 44, as 
he spoke outside Plunkett's court-
room Tuesday with his wife, Ruby, 
by his side. She was the woman in 
the van, he noted. 

Craig Anderson, village manager, 
said, "We respect the decision of the 
federal jury, but we are disappointed 
it went that way." 

BY AMY CAFtR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Buffalo Grove village officials 
have stepped up their efforts to dis-
credit Wheeling's annexation of a 20-
acre parcel by requesting Wheeling 
turn over all documents pertaining 
to the annexation. 

Buffalo Grove has filed a Freedom 
of Information request with the vil-
lage of Wheeling in hopes of finding 
proof to back their theory that 
Wheeling improperly annexed a par-
cel over which the two towns are bat-
tling. 

Both villages have annexed a 20-
acre site at the northeast corner of 
Weiland and Lake-Cook roads. 

Buffalo Grove Village Manager 
William R. Balling said he and Vil-
lage Attorney William Raysa al-
ready have identified several flaws 
in Wheeling's annexation and they 
will use Wheeling's annexation docu-
ments as proof that the flaws do ex-
ist. 

"We have already found some de-
ficiencies," Balling said. "I can as-
sure you we are not going on a fish-
ing expedition." 

Balling would not reveal what 
problems the village has found in 
Wheeling's annexation. 

Wheeling Village Manager Craig 
Anderson still contends the village's 
annexation was legal and proper. 

The border dispute stems from a 
difference in philosophy as to how 
the property should be developed. 

Buffalo Grove officials want the 
land to remain residential, but 
Wheeling officials changed the zon-
ing of the land from residential to 
commercial as part of their annexa-
tion agreement. 

Buffalo Grove recorded its annex-
ation of the rand Friday with the re-
corder of deeds in both Cook and 
Lake counties — a step Wheeling of-
ficials completed last week. 

That move makes it official: The 
property now is within the corporate 
limits of both Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove. 

Balling admits the border dispute 
could end up in court, but he said he 
is hoping to resolve the issue through 
meetings with Wheeling officials. 

Balling said he hopes to resolve 
the matter within 30 days. 

Even without a permit from the 
Army Corps of Engineers, the propo-
nents of a landfill near Bartlett 
agreed to begin construction work on 
the site — including tree-clearing. 

The Solid Waste Agency of North-
ern Cook County board of directors 
voted Wednesday to begin clearing 
up to 5 acres of trees on the 503-acre 
site. 

Though no trees have been 
downed, the decision already has 
drawn fire from the project's oppo-
nents, who have called the act 
"spiteful" and "arrogant" in light of 
the Army Corps' decision last week. 

In denying the permit, corps offi-
cials cited the destruction of wildlife 
habitat and SWANCC's failure to 
provide an adequate study of alter-
natives. 

The wooded site serves as a sea-
sonal home to several migratory 
birds, including the Great Blue 
Heron. 

Chief among the opposition is the 
village of Bartlett, whose leaders 
have vowed to ask a court to block 
any move by SWANCC to begin cut-
ting trees at the site. 

"They should be well-prepared to 
go to court," said Bartlett Village 
President. John A. Stark. 

But officials of SWANCC, the 26-
community agency that is planning 
to build a 142-acre landfill at the in-
tersection of Gifford and West Bart-
lett roads, say the board's decision is 
a matter of timing. 

"We feel compelled to go for-
ward," said SWANCC President and 
Wheeling Village President Sheila 
Schultz. 

Asked if he wanted to continue to 
work for a man whom he had sued, 
Pressley said, "Not if he does the 
things he did before. I sued the man 
because he did me wrong because 
I'm black. ... About what happens 
to him, I've got nothing to say about 
it." 

Still pending in federal court is an-
other suit filed against Haeger for 
prohibiting Pressley from talking 
about his suit to reporters. A hearing 
on that suit is scheduled for later 
this month before U.S. District 
Judge John Nordberg. 

Tree-clearing 
may start soon 
at 1 dfill site 

"7-  7/  By ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 



Boxed into 
a 9rner u„,,s,,,C- natching defeat from the 

jaws of victory, Wheeling 
trustees did an about face 
last week, approving 

commercial zoning for the Schwind 
property minutes after voting it 
down. 

What a disgrace. The Wheeling 
trustees let themselves be backed 
into a corner by the developer. 
Presented with an annexation 
agreement that stripped them of 
their right to determine the best 
zoning for the property, they let 
their hunger for land overrule their 
better judgment. 

It was really quiet a show. 
Before dozens of Wheeling 
residents and Buffalo Grove 
officials, the board at first voted 
down the commercial zoning for 
the 20-acre parcel at the northeast 
corner of Lake-Cook and Weiland, 
which is surrounded by residential 
zoning. They watched the cheering 
audience filter out for the evening, 
basking in apparent victory. 

Then in a classic example of 
back-room finagling, trustees 
retired to their closed-door 
executive session, listened to their 
attorney, and slipped back into an 
empty chamber to rescind their 
earlier nay vote. 

Residents, already jittery from 
the annexation of the adjacent 
parcel to the south now slated to 
become a Wal-Mart and Sam's 
Discount Warehouse, were outraged 
at the shift of fate. And they have 
plenty of reason to be. 

Wheeling trustees contend they 
had to reverse their course because 
the annexation agreement they had 
previously approved mandated that 
the land be rezoned commercial. 
Although a majority of trustees had 
been uneasy with the zoning, they 
were not willing to risk losing the 
property for their concerns. 

It is likely Wheeling is so 
anxious to snatch the land because 
of lingering resentments from 
Buffalo Grove's annexations along 
Milwaukee Avenue, including the 
Riverwalk office plaza. But 
residents deserve better. 

This week, Buffalo Grove 
approved its own annexation of the 
property, and promised to look into 
the legality of Wheeling's action. 
The courts will probably decide 
whose annexation stands. 
Residents can only hope their 
interests will amount to something 
in court. 

C 

They let 
their 
hunger for 
land 
overrule 
their better 

judgment 

Two villages annex same 
prpperty, fight begins 

D 
By B. H. MERENS shows that Wheeling's annexation of the 

property was flawed. 
"We believe that the Wheeling annex-

The Buffalo Grove Village board voted ation is defective. It is clear that they acted 
Monday to annex a 20-acre parcel of land irregularly," Balling said. "We also believe 
which the Village of Wheeling annexed they acted illegally." 
seven days earlier. Balling said he couldn't discuss any 

The property, owned by the Roland details of the alleged illegalities. 
Schwind family, sits at the northeast corner 
of Lake-Cook and Weiland Roads. 

Buffalo Grove Village Attorney William Legal issue 
Raysa said the annexation was necessary to 
give the village legal standing in any future The Schwind's attorney, Barbara Baran, 
court proceedings. spoke out against Buffalo Grove's proposed 

"In order to get started, we had to pass action Monday evening. "The issue before 
the annexation (agreement)," Raysa said. you tonite...is solely a legal one. The issue 
"The next step will (involve) reviewing the is whether the Schwinds had a proper peti-
Wheeling annexation and all the documen- lion (filed with Wheeling). I submit to you 
tation." that they did." 

Raysa said Buffalo Grove has 90 days to The Schwinds sought a voluntary annex- 
file the annexation with the Lake County ation of their property to Wheeling in con- 
Recorder of Deeds, junction with the voluntary annexation of 

Village Manager William Balling said a 37 acres of property they awn on the south- 
preliminary review has taken place and it (Continuer) '" 'IP 20) 

STAFF WRITER 

east corner of Lake Cook and 
Weiland Roads. 

Plans exist for a Wal-Mart 
and Sam's Wholesale Club to 
be built on the southeast par-
cel. No development plans 
currently exist for the north-
east parcel, Baran said. 

She pointed out that Buf-
falo Grove was involved in a 
similar annexation case with 
Long Grove. She cited case 
law developed in that legal 
action and asked the board to 
follow the law which they 
had helped create. 

After the meeting, Baran 
spoke to the press about her 
clients. 

"They are farmers caught 
in a suit," she said of the 
Schwind family. "How can 
you be in two villages? That's 
why I came here (tonight)--to 
try and avoid this. This has 
very serious consequences 
for the Schwinds." 

Surprised 
Reached Tuesday after-

noon by telephone, Baran 
said she was surprised that 
Buffalo Grove annexed the 
property. She declined to dis-
cuss what her clients planned 
to do. 

She did note that one 
option available to her clients 
was the filing of a quo war-
ranto which asks the court to 
question the authority of a 
municipality to annex a piece 
of property. 

When asked which county 
the quo warranto would have 
to be filed in, Baran said she 
didn't know. 

Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig Anderson and Village 
Attorney James Rhodes 
weren't available for com-
ment. 

By B. H. MERENS 
STAFF WRITER 

Buffalo Grove and Wheel-
ing officials voiced strong 
support for a baleful facility 
near Bartlett in the wake of a 
recent construction permit 
denial by the Army Corps of 
Engineers for part of the pro-
ject. 

The Army Corps denied a 
construction permit applica-
tion for a sanitary landfill 
proposed by the Solid Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook 
County. The sanitary landfill 
is part of a proposed garbage 
balefill project that would 
serve 26 northern Cook 
County communities. 

The solid waste agency has 
sold $16.25 million worth of 
bonds for the project to date, 
according Brooke Beal, assis-
tant to the director. 

Buffalo Grove Village Man-
ager William Balling, who  

chairs the agency's executive 
committee, said the permit 
denial won't stop the project. 

"It's a setback. It delays 
the project. It adds cost to 
the project. It doesn't termi-
nate the project," Balling 
said. "We're really disap-
pointed that the Corps came 
down so hard on the bird 
habitat issue." 

The Corps denied the per-
mit application for two rea-
sons. It said that the agency 
hadn't done a thorough 
enough alternative site analy-
sis and it said that the bale-
fill project would "contribute 
to significant degradation of 
the aquatic environment." 

Balling said that the Corps 
overstepped its jurisdictional 
boundaries when it ruled on 
the environmental impact 
issue because the Corps also 
took into account the effect 
the project would have on  

bird habitats and trees in the 
area. 

He explained that Buffalo 
Grove will have paid the 
solid waste agency close to 
$60,000 at the end of the vil-
lage's fiscal year in April. 
Next year's budget calls for 
the same annual payment. 
The village's total liability for 
the project stands at slightly 
less than $700,000. 

Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig Anderson said the 
recent Corps decision caught 
him off guard. 

Anderson said that Wheel-
ing will have paid the solid 
waste agency $48,500 for the 
project in fiscal year 1991, 
ending April 30. He said the 
same amount is budgeted for 
the next fiscal year. The vil-
lage's total liability for the 
project stands at slightly 
more than $560,000. 

Villages support balefill 
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Wheeling officer returns to beat 
after wimjin racial bias lawsuit 

9— 
BY BONNIE Bourn 
Daily Herald  Staff Writer 

After winning a lawsuit charging 
his boss with racial discrimination, 
Wheeling police officer Robert 
Pressley had no idea what to expect 
when he returned to work Wednes-
clay after a three-week vacation. 

"People have been pretty nice 
about welcoming me back," he said. 
"I'm hoping everything will work 
out OK." 

Pressley said he is not sure how 
his relationship with Police Chief Mi-
chael F. Haeger will be affected by 
the decision of jurors in U.S. District 
Court Tuesday, awarding Pressley 
$40,000. 

"All I will say is that I can work 
for anybody as long as they don't do 
the things that he did," he said. 

Pressley, Wheeling's first black of-
ficer, charged that Haeger withheld  

raises, condoned racial harassment 
and doled out more severe punish-
ments for wrongdoings to Pressley 
than to white officers. The jury 
award was for compensatory losses, 
not punitive damages. After the tri-
al, Haeger said he was "disappoint-
ed" in the decision. 

Now more than eight years after 
he filed the lawsuit, Pressley is hop-
ing the problems are behind him. 
But his attorneys said there were 
more incidents of racial harassment 
over the past two years. 

"There has been another batch of 
cartoons that Bob received in his 
mailbox (at the police depart-
ment)," said Pressley attorney 
Bruce Bornstein. "It was more rac-
ist trash on the level that he received 
in '82 and 'M. 

"It is a horrible experience to have 
to go to work every day under condi-
tions like that," Bornstein said. "1  

give him tremendous credit. All his 
performance reviews show that he 
continued to be a good cop." 

And Pressley said that he has no 
intentions of leaving the Wheeling 
Police Department. 

"I worked hard to get where I 
am," he said. "And I love what I do. 
It's not easy coming to work in this 
situation and I don't know that it is 
going to get any easier, but I'm 
going to do it. That's the way I am." 

A lawsuit that Pressley filed 
against Haeger for prohibiting him 
from talking to reporters is still 
pending in federal court. 

Pressley also has filed an appeal 
in Cook County Circuit Court to over-
turn a 20-day suspension he received 
last fall. In that case, the Board of 
Fire and Police Commissioners 
found Pressley guilty of leaving the 
village limits while on duty and then 
lying about it. 

Wheeling officer Robert Pressley stands at his police 
cruiser on his first  day

/
back at work. 

cif 

First day back on job, race bias 
suit winner feeling 'welcome' 

Agency loses another 
battle for balefill plan 

Daily Herald Photo/John Konstantaras 

By B. H. MERENS Itrary to the public interest, but that the pro- 
STAFF WRITER 

The Solid Waste Agen y of Northern 
Cook County is considering three responses 
to the Army Corps of Engineers' recent 
denial of a construction permit for a balefill 
near Bartlett. 

Agency Executive Director William Abolt 
said the board of directors could vote to 
abandon the project, revise it or go to court 
over the permit denial. 

"At this point, I wouldn't recommend 
abandoning the project," Abolt said. 

Abolt called the permit denial "another 
setback" and added that "we've had them 
before. The Corps has simply made a mis-
take. I honestly don't know (where) else 
would be available. It's a little bit frustrat-
ing dealing with (this)." 

The Agency board of directors and exec-
utive committee was scheduled to meet 
Wednesday night and consider how to pro-
ceed with the balefill project. Abolt said he 
expects a decision next Wednesday night at 
the boards' regularly scheduled meeting. 

The balefill site would be a waste dis-
posal facility for 26 communities through-
out northern Cook County. The, agency plan 
also calls for three garbage transfer stations 
to initially handle the garbage. One would 
be located in Wheeling township, one in 
Rolling Meadows and a third, as of yet 
undetermined, site. 

After studying the agency's proposal for 
11 months, the Army Corps last week 
denied a construction permit at the Bart-
lett-area site for two main reasons, the pro-
ject, as submitted, would have a significant 
impact on the existing wildlife habitat; and 
the project didn't offer enough proof that 
alternative sites were given enough consid-
eration. 

"It seems to us on the surface of things 
that it would be very difficult if not impos-
sible to bring something back to us that 
wouldn't have the same impact (on the hab-
itat)," said John Bogner, Chicago area regu-
latory chief for the Army Corps of Engi-
neers. He added that the solid waste agency 
does have the option of submitting a 
revised plan for the site. 

The Army Corps stated in a prepared 
news release that the "construction of a 
sanitary landfill was needed and not con- 

posed project would 'contribute to signifi-
cant degradation of the aquatic 
environment' and therefore could not be 
permitted. 

"Construction of the balefill would 
involve the loss of a substantial portion of a 
550-acre tract of woodlands and seasonal 
ponds providing habitat for a variety of bird 
species, including a Great Blue Heron rook-
ery and Illinois endangered species such as 
the Veery, Cooper's Hawk and Red-
shouldered Hawk," the statement continued. 

Abolt said that the balefill would utilize 
142 acres of land and that an additional 138 
acres of land necessary for mitigation could 
be re-configured to lessen the impact on 
wildlife. 

In developing its plan, the waste agency 
stipulated that it needed a minimum of 200 
acres for the project. Rogner said the Army 
Corps questioned this. 

"They haven't shown us what the basis 
was for the minimum size requirement. We 
couldn't take it at face value without any 
(evidence for it.) We have to question the 
basis for their selection criteria," Rogner 
said. "It's conceivable that they could go out 
and do a more rigorous alternative (site) 
study and prove to us that the 200 mini-
mum acreage is necessary." 

The solid waste agency has worked on 
the project for the past three years and has 
spent close to $11 million, Abolt said. The 26 
communities involved have contributed 
about $1.6 million. 

"We have a substantial reserve ($900,000) 
and will, to the extent possible, rely on 
money in the bank or already authorized 
revenues to finance the continuation of the 
project," Abolt said. "The way you protect 
the members' investment is to keep the pro-
ject moving forward." 

Abolt said the agency is authorized to 
raise and spend an additional $1.6 million in 
1991; however, he said this budget figure 
probably will be scaled back. 

"We believe the Balefill Plan does meet 
all the guidelines and that the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers overstepped its jurisdic-
tion with this action," Abolt said in a pre-
pared statement. "SWANCC intends to care-
fully review the Corps' decision and take 
every step possible to win approval. We will 
not allow this decision to be sustained." 

After winning a lawsuit this 
week charging his boss with ra-
cial discrimination, Wheeling 
police officer Robert Pressley 
said he was glad to be back at 
work Wednesday. 

"People have been pretty 
nice about welcoming me 
back," he said. "I'm hoping ev- 
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erything will work out OK." 
And Pressley said he has no 

intentions of leaving the Wheel-
ing Police Department. 

"I worked hard to get where I 
am," he said. "And I love what 
I do." 

See story on Page 5. 



floats reasons for 31% water rate hike 
01-/Q-9 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Now that they know the reasons 
that village staff members are re-
commending a 31 percent water 
rate hike, Wheeling trustees will 
decide next week whether or not to 
approve it. 

Finance Director Robert W. Fi-
alkowsi told trustees Monday that 
state grant and reserve money 
used to supplement the fund is run-
ning low, and it is time to increase 
rates so that revenues can meet 
expenses in the fund. 

Trustees will vote on raising the 
water rate to $2.60 per 1,000 gal-
lons of water billed, up from $1.90, 
a nearly 37 percent increase. But 
because sewer rates will not be 
raised from the current 36 cents 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

Wheeling trustees, acting as 
members of the emergency sys-
tems telephone board, gave the 
nod Monday to $95,000 in ex-
penditures to get the installa-
tion of an Enhanced 911 emer-
gency system under way in the 
village. 

The 911 advisory board -
consisting of two members 
from the fire department, two 
members from the police de-
partment and the communica-
tions center supervisor - rec-
ommended the purchase after 
touring other municipalities us-
ing 911 and consulting a repre-
sentative from Ameritech In-

Iformation Systems, the sole 
coordinator of the purchase and 
installation of Enhanced 911 
equipment. 

"We feel we have the best 
system for the village of Wheel-
ing," said Deputy Police Chief 
J. Michael Hermes. 

Hermes said July 22, 1991 is 
still the date when Wheeling 
residents can expect to have the 
opportunity to use the 911 sys-
tem for the first time. He said 
that installation of the equip-
ment will begin in late March or 
early April. 

The village will also spend 
$3,000 to construct an office in 
the police department for the 
communications supervisor. 
The office will also hold the 
third answering point for the 
system. The first two answering 
points will be in the police de-
partment dispatch room. 

Committee members recom-
mended this equipment to the 
trustees because of a redundan-
cy feature that enables the sys-
tem to keep working even while 
part of it is being repaired. 

Voters approved the En-
hanced 911 system last Novem-
ber. The system automatically 
provides dispatchers with a 
caller's address and phone 
number, allowing them to trace 
calls that sometimes last only a 
few seconds: 

911 system 
breezes by 
he trustees 

Wheeling gives nod to Mobil service station 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling plan commissioners 
tentatively approved construction 
of a gas station at the southeast 
corner of Lake-Cook and Weiland 
roads Thursday, despite a letter 
from Buffalo Grove officials ask-
ing them to wait until sewer provi-
sions had been secured for the site. 

The Mobil Oil Corp. gas station, 
which would also have a mini-mart 
and a car wash, would be accessi-
ble to motorists going eastbound 
on Lake-Cook Road, but no left 
turns into the station would be per-
mited. There would also be an en-
trance off of the entrance to the 
proposed Sam's Wholesale Club on 
Weiland Road. No direct access 

fo cars traveling on Weiland Road 
would be available. 

Mobil representatives have been 
working with village community 
development staff for several 
years on the project. But Charles 
Wagner, real estate director for 
the oil company, said that the 
plans started to come together 
once Wal-Mart Inc. expressed in-
terest in the site. 

The village board recently ap-
proved plans for the Wal-Mart De-
partment Store and Sam's Whole-
sale Club to be built on land at that 
intersection. 

"We are like a small fish in a big 
pond at this point," said Mobil 
Representative Robert C. Kenny. 

Buffalo Grove officials had ob-
jected to Wheeling's annexation of 

the entire property on the south 
side of Lake-Cook Road because 
the part of the property the gas 
station will be located on is in Lake 
County and they questioned 
whether Cook County would be 
willing to provide sewers for the 
site. 

"Mobil has gone to Cook County 
for sewer and it shouldn't be a 
problem," said Village Planner 
Mark Janeck. "But we wouldn't al-
low anything to go up there with-
out a sewer." 

Mobil representatives still must 
go before the Wheeling Zoning 
Board of Appeals and then get fi-
nal approval from the village 
board before they can go ahead 
with the station. 
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per 1,000 gallons used and the two 
services are billed together, the 
net increase would be 31 percent. 

Fialkowski said the village will 
likely need to issue bonds next 
year to pay for capital improve-
ments to the water and sewer sys-
tem, including the construction of 
a pumping and storage facility to 
activate a third lake water storage 
receiving point. 

"We really have to raise rates," 
he said. 

"It is just a matter of how much. 
This is the rate that we need to 
charge to operate the system." 

The last time rates were raised 
was in 1982 when the village 
hooked up to the Lake Michigan 
water system. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said that the rate will need 

to be reviewed yearly in the fu-
ture, although an increase will not 
necessarily result from the re-
view. 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz said that raising the rate 
when it is needed is in keeping with 
village policy of not asking taxpay-
ers for money that will be held in 
reserve. 

"The philosophy of not taking 
money when you don't need it is 
consistent with they way we han-
dle the property taxes," she said. 
"I appreciate that." 

But resident Len Renquin of 
Dennis Road said he is opposed to 
the increase. 

"I oppose any water rate in-
crease," he said. "And this is a lot 
to swallow at one time." 

CD 
t - ":.,:. , 51- 7 I- .  , . ,oul  . K 1:, i , -2  o 1 15 0PL  p, ,Y. P co ,-r- al • 

,..,5• Cr4rt, rD5 ...-.. ,o, I.-I 
0
0 CAI d (9,', 3 0., 0 

,;
%-ti,  ,.....,, 

8 .,..-ft  rt. o - : 11A 5,   ,-.• . ., 0.  (1) 0•....c, ,,- ow CD CD ra, cp 

C2" I  • _ cr o N-- a) cn tn• -.• t-s e. c 
5.-  

• 0, '•'. q CD )--1 !i43. (i)
.. N" : ..• (D 0 7< (t) 11 En 

0 '-7 CD 0 cn ,-/- 0' A) 0 0 CD .-.• .-7' 0" 0' 
7-6 0 ... 10000'..0 c00-. 0    

g ,=. by Ln• rg 0- .x1 a; ,.< ::,' co ,-, a, 0 E. 2, 

f:4".• ::1.--  am  0 5.. ; o 0 co zn 0 0 2, 5  
.-, ri, (r:  

;:*-• ti, g...  ,,. cr,---E2,Tcl',-,n11, s13.1p.4-00 -• _ 0 _ 
,• _, 0 )0; cn 2 -, - 01 0 
— ,-, o cr) 0 .0 o 

0 c:,--• .-, z  • ,(4. w  0 -, 0 c., 0 0. 5- 

.8
,_„.,.
‹
.
, 

2
,0 

(D
o . u,2 0, 0  o ... __.0,  . . , .,.... 

§1E,  
,... ly. 0  ,_.,„ 6,4, , w-cs 0 cn a' ti3 a) 

.--.  
.-. 5 0 o n) et+ '1 ,-t-  • .-1 ,.... 

CY C..  5.  
57g . . 2,5r n  t , ,':'! : i r*  F "/ i(!) 'a! 5245  .: 

En  0 fa, 
CD '-' <-1. rD 0" 0 sr 0 cn 0 

rD ,.. 0 0 pv. rt, 

CD al eD  cn  „„ 
c-i- ..i 7•C <-if cri cn 0.. 0. CD OD it  ro 1 E k 

_ 

P:1 0 0' 000' 0 Z(170 Z .F.Crria7 ZrD001 11),0 
0  CD fl7 1-0 'ID t< w 2. 'TS t-rr) `4.  et. re En 51) o cr 

w oo-  c(7 4 c,=,,A cncrAD ,m ,,m 113  no a, — - gt,  19.. 
 t
e. 

 w 2, . o ga., gt, ..* ot  __. A, 0  0) 5', ri o ,(L)  qr-_, 9,„, 

o 

0  .-• ili Oa a, .- 0 ' V,  CD r) gt) , rD ,-.1 "',' '7")  ..(1)  crl Ft, 2.  Z 1. II  8'  4 93 E-- .., N-• - -- c< „.. ..... ,-, ,-1 (-1  .-. •-i r) - rp a 
m
a, u.„- er,0•• 2 at, 

i x.7.
7- *Eft r) 0 0  - 00o to,o-L4 ,-t 

1'3. ' a) 4. m 0  o 01 ma' g-  .., • ,,, 0 cm 
ri <-,- a) 2 En :=1,..-1 • z• 

,..... _. 0 ut CD t-ci .-t
A) F2- '0 3..k MEND 

o ;..• .. 0 0' C2 
O

D 
o-  a,  • o, , co ,-, c.)   0 1:), 0 m `.< ..A , ra s) ...„ 0 0- = 5 -,• 5 0-c).0,,- ,'-4- ag o- r., .8. , 2 F‹ co co LD Q. (1) cl) 'd 8q .a.,-, ±_-• ca `r °  F,...„ 00 (1111) 

2:11 5 g 5 $t 8.  , ,- r° P- 

o, 
0..
.--.4. 2. 5. 

0.
r3 )0 ,.... ,...3. j w 0 0 Vra 

,  rD a,  o 0.  - crtt ril --,c r., II 
.... .--, 
- 0 0 

0 

,. 7  cc, Z:1 5
Cl)
2 

-.,•< <-+ CD .  Q. CD 0 CA I i SP SD (D a) < a. cn .4, .......... 
to a) .-• rn H '-.. (1' Ui ep  2 -"--.:1\  in 

tc 0 Po -  el) c. o o a)  0--3 : P.,  Z1 Da (1) 5 t< rD 0. I'd cp  0 0'  co 1-4 ...,- 0- .. ,.:),.moo0 ,..._ 0 .4, En a-.. ..2 Ott (5.. fl) (D O"'MOttlfi5t 1:1.Z t80° D) `-+ c7c fD n) cn .1 1-•• CD • ti  .-4 CO ,..,, rD  ,, " =. _... ..... ft, .e 2. = , cr 0 w  .-,0,„ ., oozm,cm a "00 o- r1:7. 5 Ea 0 0 .-. a) •.-.,e ....c< • ,o o-0 0 0, 4 ,t 61E.  z 5 rD '-"t 5 ,„ 0.. • „, rt, ....--: co o :— .0 0 rp g (27  I3 0 '• - -  
(1) 0.0at127(0 OR: C2" 0 ' rD ia. M0  ..... „4.• ..-s 0 0 .-t u) fa...* rD cm 1. 5: p, (1)  re r4  k• .Z. v,  • '0 0 cA r.,_,. co 0 " A) 0 0. En .4, m 0 < fa,  0: i 0 = 0, el 0, ,-1- 0  ,-•• cD 0' 0 rDDI 7trti gu 0 !:r. 0CDP- 0g En rppt... tA tiad ii ‘-'• <-. Crg CP4 0" • .. 0 77 .- 0-  0 v. PL. 0  0 CD (D 0 • 0 - ,-1 'FrP 70 CD 0 ,..i.• ,_,. . i-i •-• ,-ti .- „., 0 2▪ . ,,, r- ,_, 0 -- -=•z ,e e-i.. " 

a) 8' 0  .--". = " - ui m aa a) 
5 .i.1 0 8 0 x-  5. ti  g: n9 5 g 5 !el E. cl, . ,.< , ., m ro v) w., cn m :- 4 0 rD :- s-2, CA 



1990 Census 
Racial Breakdown Source: 1990 Census 

1990 
Population Blacks Whites 

.c101.1 11,663 11,434 20 

Barrington 9,504 9,340 16 

I1g on Hills 4;92  4,063 7 

Buffalo Grove 36,427 34,298 373 

10,043 9,868 26 

Deer Park 2,887 , - 
2,775 38 

Fox River Grove 3,551 3,491 10 

Hawthorn Woods 4,423 4,269 51 

Hoffman Estates 3,855 40,608 1,334 

Inverness 46,561 6,195 20 

Island Lake 6,503  4,351 19 

Kildeer 4,449 2,193 4 

Lake Barrington 2,257 3,804 9 

Lake Zurich 14,947 14,320 125 

Long; Grove 4,740 4,546 29 

North Barrington 1,787 1,747 20 

Palatine 39,253 36,995 370 

Rolling Meadows 22,591 20,910 362 

Schaumburg 68,586 62,150 1,471 

South Barrington 2,937 2,650 26 

Tower Lakes 1,333 1,315 4 

Wauconda 6,294 6,195 0 

Wheeling 29,911 26,955 504 

359 
120 

19 40 1 

,410 5722 
785 2,522 495 

4,454 1,829 441  

260 14 0 

11 13 8 

29 250 64 

1, 

150 2D2 38 

119 157 19 

116 55 15 

1,595 711 130 

48 219 93 
74 25 0 
30 99 16 

96 29 6 

3.727 2,543 805 

270 83 15 
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Ethnic trends 
continue her 

By B. H. MERENS population of 2,230. The 

1 

STAFF V/RITER 

The number of Asian-
Americans living in Buffalo 
Grove more than tripled in 
the last 10 years, while 
Wheeling's Hispanic popula-
tion more than doubled 
since 1986, according to the 
U.S. Census Bureau. 

The Census Bureau's 
breakdown of racial popula-
tion groups shows that 
minorities make up approxi-
mately 8 percent of Buffalo 
Grove's population, 18 per-
cent of Wheeling's popula-
tion and 6.5 percent of Long 
Grove's population. 

"We've always welcomed 
everybody to come to Buf-
falo Grove," Buffalo Grove 
Village Manager William 
Balling said. "(But) we're 
(still) predominantly a white 
population. It's always been 
that way. I don't know 
why." 

Buffalo Grove's 1990 pop-
ulation of 36,427 breaks 
down into 34,298 whites, 373 
blacks, 31 American Indi-
ans, 1,595 Asians, 711 His-
panics, and 130 others. 

In 1980, the U.S. Census 
Bureau figures showed that 
Buffalo Grove had a total  

numbers broke out to 21,477 
whites, 142 blacks, 19 Amer-
ican Indians, 487 Asians, 
149 Hispanics, and 49 oth-
ers. "I think the general 
trend of having basically 
white communities in the 
suburbs is continuing," said 
Balling. "It sure seems that 
way." 

Wheeling's 1990 popula-
tion of 29,911 breaks down 
into 26,955 whites, 504 
blacks, 55 American Indi-
ans, 1,376 Asians, 2,508 His-
panics, and others 1,021. 

In 1980, the U.S. Census 
Bureau figures showed that 
Wheeling had a total popu-
lation of 23,270. The num-
bers broke out to 22,155 
whites, 225 blacks, 27 Amer-
ican Indians, 471 Asians, 
1,301 Hispanics, and 40 oth-
ers. 

"Even though we are pri-
marily white ... we are very 
proud of our diversity," said 
Wheeling Village President 
Sheila Schultz. 

Long Grove's 1990 popu-
lation of 4,740 was 4,546 
whites, 29 blacks, 1 Ameri-
can Indian, 131 Asians, 120 
Hispanics, and 33 others. In 

(Continued on page 13) 
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1980, the village had a total 
population of 2,013. This 
broke down into 1,947 
whites, 7 blacks, 41 Hispan-
ics, and 59 others. 1980 fig-
ures for American Indians 
and Asians in Long Grove 
were not available. 

In most areas of the 
northwest suburbs, Asian-
Americans are the minority 
group showing the biggest 
percentage increases, said 
Mary Cele Smith, an associ-
ate planner for the North-
eastern Illinois Planning 
Commission. But Asians 
still remain a small part of 
the total population, she 
said. 

"The Asian growth rate is 
certainly the highest," 
Smith said. 

The new Asians being 
counted in the 1990 census 
include Asians who have 
moved to the northwest 
suburbs from other parts of 
the United States as well as 
people who have moved 
here from other countries, 
Smith said. 

"In the 1980s, we saw a 
lot more immigration from 
Asia and also from many 
Spanish-speaking coun-
tries," Smith said. 

The census figures on the 
number of Hispanics are 
problematic in both 1980 
and 1990, Smith said. Span-
ish-speaking people are sup-
posed to list themselves in 
two categories: as Hispanics 
as well as members of a 
racial group - white, black, 
Asian or American Indian. 

However, many Hispan-
ics put themselves down as 
Hispanic, but they did not 
list themselves in any other 
category, Smith said. 

"There are too many peo-
ple in the 'other races' 
group, because too many 
Hispanics were confused 
and did not mark them-
selves down under any 
racial group," Smith said. 

Because of this, the total 
number of people listed in 
the - different racial groups 
doesn't add up to a correct 
total population number, 
Smith said. y JIM 
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Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police 
1991 Board of Officers 

and 
Past Presidents 

BOARD OF OFFICERS 

Michael Haeger (Wheeling) President 

James Taylor (Normal) 1st Vice President 
Darrell Sanders (Frankfort) 2nd Vice President 

Ronald Pavlock (Mount Prospect) 3rd Vice President 

William Burke (Tinley Park) 4th Vice President 

Charles McDonald (SIU Edwardsville) Immediate Past President 

Executive Director George F. Koertge 

PAST PRESIDENTS 

Lawrence J. Benson 1941 Victor E. Maul 1970 
T.P. Sullivan 1942-49 Charles P. Runkel 1971 
Roger Shanahan 1950 John Braschler 1972 
Carl W. Soderlin 1951 Clarence Emrikson 1973 
Lorenz Schey 1952 Ronald J. Veiser 1974 
Peter J. Geishecker 1953 George P. Graves 1975* 
Ervin F. Boe 1954 William 0. Brey 1976* 
Thomas P. Kearin 1955 Mearl J. Justus 1977 
Edwin F. Whiteside 1956 Harry P. Jenkins 1978* 
W. Glenn Kerwin 1957 Eldon L. Quick 1979 
Milan N. Playsic 1958 Fred Hayes 1980* 
William C. Griffin 1959 Lewis L. Dreith 1981 
Ray A. Welsh 1960 Charles A. Gruber 1982* 
Charles F. Petersen 1961 John Bullaro 1983 
Robert Christy 1962 Edward J. Hogan 1984* 
Hubert Kelsh 1962 William P. Nolan 1985* 
Thomas P. Boustead 1963-64 Roger A. Richards 1986* 
John M. Heafner 1965-66 Robert B. Bonneville 1987* 
Don R. Derning 1967* M.E. "Duke" Gorris 1988 
Silver Suarez 1968 Carl Dobbs 1989* 
Howard A. Heinen 1969 Charles McDonald 1990 

* Active Past President 

Winter Conference 
Installation Banquet 

January 21, 1991 
Arlington Heights, IL 

Program 
Presentation of Colors Chicago Police Deptartment 

Drum and Pipes 

Pledge of Allegiance President Charles McDonald 

Invocation Reverend Thomas Nangle 

Chaplain 
Chicago Police Department 

Introduction of Dais Chief Paul Boecker 

Keynote Speaker Governor Jim Edgar 

(Invited) 

Installation of President 
and Vice Presidents Joel A. Kagann 

Chief Deputy Clerk of the Court 

DuPage County 

Presentation of Gifts Chief Michael F. Haeger 

Remarks by President Chief Michael F. Haeger 

Master of Ceremonies Paul Boecker 
Fire Chief, Lisle-Woodridge 

Fire Protection District 

Entertainment Wheeling High School 
Strolling Strings 

Dinner 
Broccoli Cheddar Chowder, Garden Salad, 

Prime Rib, Potato, Seasonal Vegetable, 

Cheesecake with Strawberry Sauce 



Palwaukee waits for environmental study draft 
sick, 4,111,  

BY ROBIN SWANSON 
Daily Herald correspondent 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commissioners have delayed their 
approval of a draft of the environ-
mental study of the relocation of the 
intersection of Wolf and Hintz roads 
until next week so they have time to 
look the study over before voting. 

Commissioners had hoped to ap-
prove the study, which was not 
ready until Wednesday, before send-
ing it on to the village of Wheeling 
and the city of Prospect Heights for  

their approval, but several commis-
sioners felt uncomfortable approv-
ing the study before looking it over. 

"In talking with the engineeers it 
looks like there is nothing in the 
study that we have not known," said 
Commissioner Carey L. Chickerneo. 
"But it smacks of impropriety to 
pass it without having time to look it 
over." 

The assessment consists of the en-
vironmental study, transcripts of a 
public hearing held in October, and 
responses, made by the engineers 
who conducted the study, to those  

comments. 
It is part of the process the airport 

must go through to get approval 
from the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration for the road relocation. The 
FAA has final say on the project. 
The federal agency must find that 
there will be no significant impact on 
the environment in order to give ap-
proval to the plan. 

Under the current plan Hintz Road 
would be moved to arc north and 
meet Wolf Road just west of the cur-
rent intersection. The new Wolf 
Road would begin just south of Mar- 

quardt Drive and bow west, slicing 
the Wolf Run Estates border before 
intersecting Hintz Road to the imme-
diate left. 

Although they did not approve the 
study, commission members decid-
ed to forward it to the two municipal-
ities — who jointy own the airport — 
so that all three groups could consid-
er the study at the same time. 

Airport officials want the draft 
study approved as quickly as possi-
ble so that copies can be forwarded 
to the State of Illinois Division of 
Aeronautics and the FAA. 

T-shirt imprinter loses appeal to zoning board 
BY GIN! S. OHLSON 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

The Wheeling Zoning Board of 
Appeals has unanimously backed a 
ruling by the village building, hous-
ing and zoning administrator' that 
will keep a T-shirt imprinter out of a 
strip shopping center on Dundee 
Road. 

Representatives of St. Andrews 
Properties, owners of the center, 
asked the zoning board to overturn 
the ruling made by Thomas Fennel 
Jr. that said that Berkson Products  

could not move into a 5,000-square-
foot storefront at 82 E. Dundee Road. 

Fennel said that he denied the re-
quest because he felt the type of 
equipment used in the operation was 
mandated in the city code for an in-
dustrial area rather than a retail 
space. 

But Joel Hirsh of St. Andrews said 
that Tom Berkson, owner of Berkson 
Products, wants to increase his re-
tail business by locating at this cen-
ter. 

"He has been in the retail and 
wholesale business selling jackets, 
T-shirts and hats that he imprints,"  

he said. "This particular unit that we 
hope to put him in, he hopes to retail 
in." 

"He's got a small printing ma:  
chine," Hirsh added. "If he was im-
printing thousands certainly it would 
be an industrial use. This machine is 
no bigger than a copy machine." 

But the zoning board stuck by Fen-
nell's decision. 

Fennel said that one of the reasons 
he denied Berkson's request was 
that businesses that used silk-screen 
processing are usually in the indus-
trial district. 

Fennell explained further that his  

decision was based on the type of 
equipment that would be used in the 
operation. He said the drying pro-
cess would entail the venting of hy-
drocarbons to the outside of the 
building and residential areas are lo-
cated near the center. 

Fennell said that Berkson could go 
to the Plan Commission and try and 
change village code so that his use of 
the property would fit into establish-
ed criteria. 

Berkson was undecided about 
pleading his case to plan commis-
sioners. 

4)roposes $22.6 million budget Wheelie 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling officials unveiled a 
$22.6 million dollar spending plan 
Saturday, up 5 percent from last 
year's $21.5 million budget. 

But the budget is expected to go 
higher after trustees decide early 
next month how much money to 
give regional and social service 
agencies that normally receive fi-
nancial support from the village. 

Robert W. Fialkowski, finance 
director, said next year's budget is 
a conservative one because of the 
uncertainty of the fate of the state 
income tax surcharge and general 
economic conditions. 

He said he expects property tax 
revenues to increase 5 percent, to 

( 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
commissioners moved one step 
closer to the relocation of the in-
tersection of Wolf and Hintz roads 
when they voted Wednesday to ap-
prove the draft of an environmen-
tal impact study of the plan. 

The draft will go to the village of 
Wheeling and the city of Prospect 
Heights, co-owners of the airport, 
for their approval in early March. 

If the study is approved by both 
municipalities, it will be forward-
ed to the Illinois Division of Aero-
nautics and the Federal Aviation 
Administration who have final ap-
proval of the plan. 

Under the plan, Hintz Road  

$2.2 million, and he is optimistic 
that with the new Wal-Mart store 
the village can expect an increase 
in sales tax revenues. But he said 
the village will still have expendi-
tures that exceed the $20 million he 
expects in revenues by about $1.7 
million in the coming fiscal year. 
The shortfall will be made up with 
fund balances left over from previ-
ous years. 

The new budget holds the line on 
personnel with no additions to the 
village staff. 

"Additional personnel goes di-
rectly to the bottom line," said Fi-
alkowski. "It goes directly to the 
expenditures without adding any-
thing to the revenue side." 

General fund expenditures are 
expected to increase about 4 per- 

would be moved to arc north and 
meet Wolf Road just west of the 
the current intersection. The new 
Wolf Road would begin just south 
of Marquardt Drive and bow west, 
slicing the Wolf Run Estates bor-
der before intersecting Hintz Road 
to the immediate left. 

Airport officials say the reloca-
tion is needed because the longest 
runway is too close to the intersec-
tion to meet FAA safety stand-
ards. 

The FAA must find that there 
will be no significant impact on the 
environment to give approval to 
the plan. 

The assessment consists of the 
environmental study, transcripts 
of a public hearing held in Octo-
ber, and responses, made by the 

- -  

cent and include salaries and other 
administrative costs of running 
the village. 

Also included in the general fund 
are capital improvement ex-
penses, including $110,00 for a new 
roof on village hall and $225,00 to 
outfit a new fire engine. 

The police department budget, 
up 1 percent from last year, in-
cludes $72,000 for six new squad 
cars. In order to get in on a state 
purchase price for the Chevrolet 
Caprices, trustees approved that 
expenditure earlier this month. 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
said the department is thinking 
about going back to black and 
white squad cars because patrol-
men believe they are more easily 
identified. 

engineers who conducted the 
study, to those comments. 

Several of the airport's neigh-
bors remain opposed to the road 
relocation, but commissioners 
said that the concerns were ade-
quately addressed in the study. 

"That is a very dangerous inter-
section," said Commissioner Hen-
ry Levin. "The traffic problem is 
enough of a reason to move that in-
tersection" 

And Commissioner Dan Quiery 
said that commissioners are 
aware of the concerns about 
aesthetics around the airport. 

"We are sensitive to the aesthet-
ic merit of trees, greenery and 
shrubbery," he said. "It is not our 
taste to lay waste to areas near the 
airport." 

Israel's restraint  
praised by village 

Responding to Israel's restraint 
in not retaliating against Iraq for 
bombings during the Persian Gulf 
War, Wheeling President Sheila 
H. Schultz proclaimed Feb. 20 Is-
rael Support Day. 

Schultz said that the govern-
ment of Israel had displayed "re-
markable restraint" by not retali-
ating and proclaimed the day "to 
call attention to the courage and 
pride exhibited by the people of 
Israel during th bombing attack 
by Iraq." 

Uri Bar-Ner, consul general of 
Israel, was scheduled to accept 
the proclamation but because he 
was called back to the Middle 
East, Wheeling resident Bruce M. 
Portnoy read a statement on Bar-
Ner's behalf. 

"Your proclamation demon-
strates the strong bonds between 
the people of Israel and the Unit-
ed States," he said. "I would like 
to thank you for this proclama-
tion supporting Israel in these 
very difficult days." 

Hangar leased to 
American Flyers 

Trustees voted to approve a 
lease between the Palwaukee Mu-
nicipal Airport and American 
Flyers for hangar No. 14 at the 
airport. 

Earlier this month, trustees 
voted against the lease agree-
ment because American Flyers  

wanted to pay $3,000 per month 
and Preister Aviation had agreed 
to lease the hangar for $3,254 per 
month. 

Airport officials said that 
American Flyers' use of the 
hangar was more compatible 
with airport than Preister's and 
asked trustees to agree to the 
lesser amount. But trustees want-
ed to generate maximum reve-
nue. 

After further negotiations with 
airport officials, American Fly-
ers agreed to pay $3,213 per 
month. 

Pay plan approved 
for workers in military 

After more discussion about 
paying village employees who 
have been called to active duty in 
the military, trustees asked the 
village manager to draft a resolu-
tion authorizing the payment of 
the difference between the em-
ployee's village salary and mili-
tary salary for six months. 

Trustees decided against pay-
ing health benefits during that 
time because those benefits are 
covered by the military for both 
the employee and his depend-
ents.. 

One village employee has been 
called to active duty in the gulf 
but Village. Manager Craig G. An-
derson said that five more em-
ployees could be called. 

Trustees will make the decision 
official next week when they vote 
to authorize the payment plan for 
a one year period. 

Airport panel OKs intersection impact study 



The 1991-92 budget at a glance 
Wheeling's $22.6 million budget represents 
a .5 percent increase. 
Where the money goes 
Expense This year Last year , Change 
Finance & admn. $1,452,935 $1,177,328 + 23.4% 
Capital Projects $355,000 $406,250 -12.6% 
Tax increment financing $1,938,978 $1,938,978 +0% 
Community Develop. $857,217 $900,732 -4.8% 
Police $3,814,364 $3,767,765 + 1.2% 
Fire $2,751,502 $2,514,169 + 9.4% 
Bldg./veh. maintenance $507,723 $558,626 -9.1% 
Road & bridge $1,595,313 $1,285,175 +24% 
Motor Fuel tax $587,320 $778,720 -24.5% 
Water & sewer fund $4,606,159 $5,470,179 -15.8% 
Capital equipment fund $267,900 $249,550 + 7.3% 
Pensions $555,000 $515,000 + 7.7% 
Bond & interest $2,685,687 $2,687,488 + 0.07% 

Where the money comes from 
Revenue This year Last year Change 
Property taxes $6,093,462 $3,646,119 +67% 
TIF district $920,000 $525,000 + 75.2% 
Sales tax $3,089,000 $2,900,000 +6.5% 
Income taxes $1,000,000 $1,500,000 -33% 
Road/bridge revenue $1,372,059 $1,075,481, + 27.5% 
Water/sewer revenue $4,270,000 $,410,000 +25.2% 
State gas tax $590,000 $530,000 + 11.3% 
License & permit fees $305,000 $305,000 +0% 

No new jobs in proposed budget 
Aum, .1,1q41  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A new roof for Village Hall, outfit-
ting for a new fire truck and six new 
squad cars are some of the items 
Wheeling hopes to purchase under 
its $22.6 million spending plan for the 
next fiscal year. 

The proposed budget - for the fis-
cal year beginning May 1- shows a 
.5 percent decrease from last year's 
$22.9 spending plan and there is one 
item that is conspicuously missing - 
new personnel. 

While village officials will more 
than likely fill any positions that be-
come vacant during the coming fis-
cal year, no new positions will be 
created or added to the village 
roster. 

For instance, police department 
vacancies for one commander, two 
sergeants and one radio operator 
will be filled but fire department of-
ficials' hopes of creating three new 
battalion commander positions will 
have to wait at least a year. 

Caution is merited in this year's 
budget, according to Craig G. Ander-
son, village manager, because of the 
uncertainty of the economy and the 
fate of the Illinois income tax sur-
charge. 

Village officials will use money 
left in the 1987 capital improvements 
fund to put a new roof on Village 
Hall. The flat roof is about 13 years 
old and leaking in several spots. In-
cluded in the $110,000 replacement is 
removing old gravel, putting up a 
new 52,000 square-foot roof and re-
graveling. 

Money from that same fund will be 
used to finish up installation of the  

finance departments new computer 
system. The purchase of additional 
software, hardware and some furni-
ture will complete the $220,000 
project began last year when the vil-
lage's old computer system could no 
longer handle growth or future ex-
pansion in the finance department. 

The $3.8 million dollar police budg- 

et, up 1.2 percent from last year in-
cludes the purchase of six new squad 
cars which will mark the return of 
black and white police cars to the vil-
lage. The cars will cost $72,000 and 
will replace the six oldest cars in the 
department's fleet. Plastic seats will 
replace the conventional seats in the 
new cars, allowing prisoners to be  

handcuffed and seatbelted, provid-
ing added saftey for both police offi-
cer and prisoner. 

The department will also spend 
$9,000 to replace bulletproof vests 
that are approaching the end of their 
useful life. About 30 officers are as-
signed vests that are five or more 
years old and the National Institute 
of Justice has projected a five-year 
life for the vests. 

However, the department will not 
get two new community service offi-
cer positions or the one additional 
police officer that they had original-
ly requested. 

Fire department officials have 
asked for $114,322 to update their 
firefighting equipment, including 
$44,400 to replace six self-contained 
breathing units. The units are more 
than 10 years old and soon will not 
meet federal safety standards. 

More improvements to the villages 
streets and sidewalks are also in-
cluded in next fiscal year's spending 
plan. 

New sidewalks are proposed for 
the Wheeling Road branch fire sta-
tion, along Hintz Road in front of 
VIP apartments and from the Hintz 
Road and Route 83 intersection to an 
existing sidewalk. Village officials 
estimate the new sidewalks will cost 
$219,088. 

Northgate Parkway between 12th 
Street and Lake-Cook Road will get 
curb and gutter replacement and 
some storm sewer work under the 
$510,000 street improvement pro-
gram. 

On the revenue side of the village's 
proposed spending plan, officials ex- 

See BUDGET on Page 3 

Wheeling trustees study 
sutoscription trash pickup 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees are leaning 
toward offering a second weekly 
pickup during the yard waste season 
this year. 

Under the proposal, residents 
could substitute one day's garbage 
pickup for a yard waste pickup from 
April 1 to Nov. 30. However, people 
wanting a second weekly garbage 
pickup could arrange for it with Buf-
falo Grove/Wheeling Disposal for an 
additional $2.95 per month. 

Trustees approved the once-a-
week pickup during the prime grow-
ing season last year after changes in 
state law prohibited refuse haulers 
from taking yard waste to landfills. 

But some residents have com-
plained about giving up twice-a-
week pickup during the year's 
warmest months. 

The trustees said that they feel 
residents should be able to get the 
second pickup if they pay for it. 

"I like the subscription way of 
doing pickup," said Trustee Judy 
Abruscato. "It gives people an op-
tion if they are willing to pay a little  

extra." 
Buffalo Grove village trustees also 

have expressed interest in the sub-
scription service and Donald Bul-
thuis, general manager of Buffalo 
Grove/Wheeling Disposal, said that 
he hopes that enough people will sign 
up for the service from both munici-
palities so that the program will 
break even. 

"There is no history yet," he said. 
"Obviously if very few people take 
the service and they are scattered 
around town, it won't be very profit-
able." 

Trustees wanted to make sure that 
costs for the program would not be 
passed off to residents who did not 
want the extra pickup. 

Only Village President Sheila 
Schultz voiced opposition to the plan. 

"I'm very disturbed to see the vil-
lage jump to a new program based 
on a very small number who are 
having problems," she said. "I fore-
see confusion and phone calls to the 
village. Last year we chose the sim-
plest program we could come up 
with. We are still educating people, 
and now we are thinking about 
changing it."  

pect to collect $20.9 million to pay for 
the $22.6 million budget. The differ-
ence will come from fund balances 
left over from previous years. 

Property taxes are expected to in-
crease to $6 million next year, but 
revenue from the state income tax is 
expected to drop to $1.5 million, 
down six percent from last year. 

Trustees voted in November to 
raise the 1990 tax levy, because of 
the anticipated drop in revenue from 
the income tax surcharge, expected 
to end in July of this year. 

Village officials expect the tax 
rate to go up to $1.16 per $100 of as-
sessed home value as a result of the 
levy increase. That means that a 
Wheeling homeowner living in the 
average-prices house of $100,280 will 
pay about $278.42 in property taxes 
to the village. Village officials ex-
pect their share of the state sales tax 
to increase slightly to $3.08 million, 
up 6.5 percent from last year. But 
that figure could go up significantly 
if Wal-Mart Inc. opens their Wal-
Mart Department Store and Sam's 
Wholesale Club along Lake-Cook 
Road before the end of the 1991-92 
fiscal year. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

"Pride and Glory" will be the 
theme for this year's Fourth of July 
celebration in the village of Wheel-
ing. 

And Fourth of July committee 
members have come up with two 
new ways to raise money to help pay 
for the celebration. 

Last year the celebration, consist-
ing of a parade and fireworks dis-
play, cost about $12,000. Judy Abrus-
cato, Fourth of July committee 

oath of July committee seeks money 
member, said the cost of fireworks 
alone is expected to be around 
$10,000 this year. 

As in the past several years, 
Wheeling residents can contribute to 
the Fourth of July celebration fund 
by adding a donation amount on to 
their water bill when they send a 
check to the village. The village for-
wards the money to the committee. 

"If everybody would add $1 to 
their water bill we could probably 
have $15,000 worth of fireworks," 
Abruscato said. 

This year the committee will also 
sell raffle tickets in an attempt to 

raise $1,250 for the celebration. Tick- The Fourth of July Committee will 
ets will be available next week award prizes to the winners of a 
through Abruscato, or at Wheeling dance contest. There will be a cash 
Amvets Post 66 and Gene's Standard bar but popcorn and pretzels will be 
Station, 995 S. Elmhurst Road. provided. 

Other planned fund-raising activi-
ties include a pancake breakfast 
sponsored by the Wheeling Lions 
Club March 24 and a spaghetti din-
ner presented by Wa-Pa-Getties 

A "Rock around the Clock" fund- April 24. 
raising sock-hop will be held at the The Fourth of July Committee is 
Amvets Hall, 700 Old McHenry made up of members of Wheeling's 
Road, March 16 from 8 p.m. to mid- non-profit groups, such as Jaycees, 
night. Tickets will be $15 per couple Amvets and Lions Club and con- 
or $8 each. cerned citizens. 

The tickets will sell for $10 and 
drawings for a $25 winner will be 
held every week from May 4 to July 
4. 
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South Barrington 

Tower Lakes 
Wauconda 
Wheeling 

1990 
Population 

11,663 
9,504 
4,202 

36,427 
10,043 

2,887 

3,551 
4,423 

46,561 
6,503 
4,449 
2,257 
3,885 

14,947 
4,740 
1,787 

39,253 
22,591 
68,586 

2,937 
1,333 
6,294 

29,911 

1990 Census 
Racial Breakdown Source: 1990 Census 
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American 
Blacks Indian Asian Hispanic Other 

20 
16 

7 
373 

26 
38 

10 

51 

1,334 
20 

19 
4 

9 
125 

29 
20 

370 
362 

1,471 
26 

4 

0 

504 

150 
119 

116 

1,595 
48 
74 

30 
96 

3,727 
270 

46 

56 

35 
359 

131 

19 
1,274 

785 

4,454 

260 
11 

29 

1,376 

38 

19 

15 
130 

93 
0 

16 

6 

805 

15 
27 

3 
2 

129 

33 
1 

572 

495 

441 

0 
3 

64 

1,021 

202 
157 

55 
711 
219 

25 

99 

29 

2,543 
83 

195 
41 

27 
565 

120 
40 

1,410 

2,522 

1,829 
14 

13 

250 
2508 

21 
10 

31 
8 

0 
4 

1 

87 

3 

6 
1 

5 
14 

1 

0 
42 

39 

80 

0 

6 
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Opponents gear up to fight road expansion 
By B. H. MERENS 

STAFF WRITER 2 
(Pe_ 1(  

When Audrey Friedland 
and her husband moved to 
Buffalo Grove nine years 
ago, a farm existed behind 
their home and traffic on 
nearby Lake-Cook Road 
didn't concern them much. 

But today the farm is 
gone and traffic is a con-
stant concern for Audrey 
and her neighbors. 

Friedland is a member of 
Lake-Cook Road Corridor 
Constituents Against Expan-
sion. The group will have 
the opportunity to present 
formal testimony at a March 
12 public hearing being con-
ducted by the Cook County 
Highway Department. 

The hearing will be held 
at the Wheeling Park Dis-
trict's Chevy Chase Club-
house at 1000 N. Milwaukee 
Ave. from 2 p.m. until 8 
p.m. People will be given a 
chance to see the expansion  

plans and voice their opin-
ions about them. 

The current plans call for 
expanding Lake-Cook Road 
to seven lanes from 1-294 
west to Rand Read. A nine-
lane intersection at Arling-
ton Heights Road also is 
being considered. 

The project is expected to 
cost $18 million and could 
take 10 years to complete 
depending on the availabil-
ity of funding and the 
scheduling of the work, 
which would be done in sec-
tions. 

The county has already 
held a public hearing on the 
Milwaukee Avenue overpass 
on Lake-Cook Road, which 
would about $13 million and 
take two years to complete. 

Friedland's group sup-
ports the overpass but plans 
to speak out at the public 
hearing against the road 
widening. They are now cir-
culating petitions to garner 
support. 

"Cook County has taken 
substantial steps to accom-
modate increasing area traf-
fic," the petition reads. "It 
is incumbent upon Lake 
County and its municipal 
governments to provide for 
traffic created by the exten-
sive development in the 
southern portion of the 
county. 

"We strongly feel it is 
unreasonable for the Lake-
Cook corridor to be split in 
two, suffering the air pollu-
tion, noise, flooding and 
diminished access to com-
munity businesses and ser-
vices certain to result from 
implementation of the cur-
rent plan to expand Lake-
Cook Road." 

Robert Hedrick, the chief 
engineer of transportation 
and planning in the Cook 
County Highway Depart-
ment, said a final decision 
on the project has not been 
made yet but that his 
department supports it. 

"We think our problems 
are significant," Balling 
said, adding, "We may be in 
a minority position." 

Buffalo Grove village offi-
cials plan to pass a resolu-
tion at the March 4 board 
meeting outlining the vil-
lage's formal position. 

"We know there is traffic 
congestion there. There will 
be more traffic whether we 
do anything to Lake-Cook 
Road or not," Hedrick said. 
"We are trying to better an 
existing situation and trying 
to improve a situation that 
is going to happen in the 
future." 

Hedrick explained that 
the Cook County Board 
president and commission-
ers make the final decision 
on the project along with 
County Highway Superin-
tendent Glenn Fredericks. 

The project is being sup-
ported by the Long Grove 
Village Board which 
recently unanimously 
passed a resolution support-
ing the plan. 

Buffalo Grove Village 
officials have come out 
opposed to parts of the pro-
ject. In Wheeling, no posi-
tion has been taken yet, 
said Village Manager Craig 
Anderson. 

The Transportation Man-
agement Association, com-
prised of 55 businesses and 
25,000 employees along the 
Lake-Cook Corridor, has 
come out in favor of the 
expansion. Association exec-
utive director William Baltu-
tis said that the project will 

"We haven't indicated 
any opposition," Anderson 
said. "I think it is good that 
we're considering doing 
something. I don't look at 
this as a given. Anything 
could happen. I have no 
idea what the general public 
thinks about it." 

Friedland said if the gen-
eral public stays away from 
the public hearing, the 
county will interpret its 
silence as support. 

"It is like an election. No 
vote is a vote for. If they 
don't speak out, they are 
saying it is OK and they are 
approving it," Friedland 
said. 

Buffalo Grove Village 
Manager William Balling 
said the village is against 
improvements between 
Arlington Heights and Wei-
land Roads. He said the vil-
lage will make its feelings 
known at the public hear-
ing. 

(Continued on page 12) 

benefit businesses and area 
residents. 

"Road improvements will 
help reduce employee stress 
and increase productivity," 
Baltutis said. 

However, he said that 
improving the road will ben-
efit residents too. 
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A chart which appeared in last week's 
Countryside highlighting ethnic populations 
determined in the 1990 census contained  

inaccurate population statistics. A corrected 
version appears above. The Countryside 
regrets the error. 
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studying the legality of Wheeling's 
Daily HeiTldStaff Writer annexation in hopes of having it 

overturned. 
A Buffalo Grove resident has BGA investigator Peter Wilson 

turned to the Better Government said he was contacted by Robins 
Association for help in his battle and is conducting a preliminary in-
against Wheeling's recent decision vestigation, but the BGA has not 
to annex and zone commercial a officially taken on the case yet. 
parcel abutting his property. Specifically, Robins has asked 

Terry Robins, of Buffalo Grove, the BGA to study the legality of the 
is hoping the BGA will question the way the village board voted to re- 
legality of Wheeling's decision to zone the property. 
zone commercial the 20 acres at After hearing the concerns of 
the northeast corner of Weiland residents who wanted the area to 
and Lake-Cook roads. If the BGA remain residential, the Wheeling 
finds fault in the village board's Village Board voted last month to 
action, Robins said he plans to file annex the property, but keep resi- 
a lawsuit seeking to have the vote dential zoning on the land. Sensing 
overturned. a victory, residents left the meet- 

Buffalo Grove also has annexed ing following that vote. 
the property and officials are Moments later, however, the 

board adjourned to executive ses-
sion only to re-emerge and vote 
again on the proposal. This time, 
the board approved commercial 
zoning for the property — a stipu-
lation the board apparently had 
agreed to earlier by passing the 
annexation ordinance. 

"We contacted the BGA because 
someone suggested it as a way of 
overturning or putting pressure on 
the Wheeling Village Board be-
cause they acted in a way that was 
not following normal government 
procedures," Robins said. 

Wilson agreed the board's ac-
tions seem "irregular." However, 
until the BGA receives additional 
information the group cannot 
determine whether a full-fledged 
investigation is warranted. 

Residept asks BGA help in annexation fight 
W24,  4.* arl 14'11  
By AMY &RR • 

roads. Residents and village offi- board meeting feeling victorious. 
cials object to Wheeling's decision 
to annex the property and to 

Wheeling officials probably change the zoning from residential 
could have been "friendlier" when to commercial. 
they voted to annex a controver- Buffalo Grove also has annexed 
sial 20-acre parcel, but Better Gov- the land and is looking for flaws in 
ernment Association officials say Wheeling's annexation, which oc-
they find no legal flaws in the vote. curred first, in hopes of having it 

After reviewing village board overturned. 
minutes, the BGA has decided not Wilson specifically was looking 
to help a group of Buffalo Grove into the legality of the way the vil- "Wheeling may have been a lit- 
residents in their quest to have the lage board voted to rezone the tle sloppy, and maybe not as 
annexation vote overturned, BGA property. friendly as they could have been to 
investigator Peter Wilson said. After hearing the concerns of the residents in letting them know 

Buffalo Grove resident Terry residents who wanted the land to they were going to reconvene, but 
Robins had asked the BGA to step remain residential, the Wheeling from a technical standpoint, 
in and investigate the method in board voted last month to annex there's nothing there," Wilson 
which Wheeling annexed and re- the property, but maintain its resi- said. "The Better Government As- 
zoned the 20 acres at the northeast dential zoning. Following the vote, sociation is not getting involved. 
corner of Weiland and Lake-Cook the group of residents left the We have no problem with it." 

Government group finds annex vote legal 
3-1-9/ 

By AMY CARR 
Then, after learning the com-

mercial zoning was a stipulation 
the Wheeling board had agreed to 
in the annexation ordinance, the 
board adjourned to executive ses-
sion and re-emerged only to vote in 
favor of the commercial zoning. 

That vote, Wilson says, was per-
fectly legal. 
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per 1,000 gallons of water billed. 

The last time rates were raised 
was in 1982 when the village hooked 
up to the Lake Michigan water sys-
tem. 

With the increase, the village 
would be charging close to the same 
amount as many neighboring com-
munities, including Arlington 

Heights, Rolling Meadows, Hoffman 
Estates and Schaumburg. 

The top meeting 
Who: The Wheeling Vil-
lage Board 
Where: Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road 
When: 8 p.m. Monday 

hin161e71diirent  calls for tobacco license fee hike 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling businesses that sell to-
bacco, either over the counter or 
through a vending machine, can ex-
pect an increase in their licensing 
fee, if trustees pass a proposed 
amendment to their business license 
ordinance. 

Although most of the changes to 
the ordinance are what Robert W.  

Fialkowski, finance manager, calls 
"housekeeping" changes in lan-
guage, the cost of a license to sell to-
bacco products will go to $75 annual-
ly from $50 if the changes are adopt-
ed Monday. 

There are currently 25 licensed 
cigarette machines and 25 licenses 
for over-the-counter sales of ciga-
rettes in the village. 

Village manager Craig G. Ander- 

son said that revenue from business 
permits and licenses is around 
$110,000 per year and he does not ex-
pect any significant increase in reve-
nue because of the higher license fee 
for tobacco. 

The revised ordinance also sets a 
fine for failure to get a license. In the 
past, the fine had been taken from 
another part of the village code but 
now those found in violation of the li- 

cense ordinance can expect to pay 
between $35 and $500. 

Also spelled out in the ordinance 
are those businesses that are exempt 
from the licensing fee such as attor-
neys, barbers, doctors and detec-
tives. 

Fialkowski said these businesses 
are exempt because they already 
are required to get a license from 
the state of Illinois. 
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• Water bill rate hike to get another hearing 
HeRA1.1) 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

several years and now state grant 
and reserve money that has been 
used to supplement the fund is run-
ning low. Therefore, the income 
must begin supporting the expendi-
tures. 

The proposal calls for water rates 
to go to $2.60 per 1,000 gallons of wa-
ter billed, up from $1.90. Sewer rates 
would remain at the rate of 36 cents 

Wheeling residents will get anoth-
er opportunity to voice their opinions 
on a proposed 31 percent increase in 
water rates, when the Village Board 
meets Monday night. 

Although trustees discussed the in-
crease earlier this month, village of-
ficials want to give trustees and resi-
dents one more chance to have ques-
tions about the hike answered. 

Village officials have said the in-
crease is needed because the pro-
gram has been run at a deficit for 



BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

After one last debate centering 
around village fiscal policy, 
Wheeling trustees Monday voted 
to hike water rates by 31 percent. 

While one trustee continued to 
say the increase was too big for 
residents to swallow in one year, 
most of the trustees said the entire 
increase was necessary now. 

"I see we are in need of an in-
crease," said Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato. 

"I don't have a problem with 
needing an increase." she said. 
"But I don't see why we couldn't 
have planned to not make this in-
crease all at one time." 

The average resident can expect  

his water bill to increase about 
$100 annually. 

The rate increase is needed to 
help pay for improvements to the 
water system, including activation 
of a third lake water receiving 
point in the south part of the vil-
lage and the replacement of aging 
water mains. 

Abruscato said she did not want 
village staff to get the idea that 
she felt they had done something 
wrong in not asking for the in-
crease sooner. 

"I'm not saying that anybody 
has done anything incorrectly," 
she said. 

"I don't recall really going into 
the issue of water over the past 
four years but maybe I missed it," 
Abruscato added. 

"I think the problem is that it 
wasn't gone into in depth at the 
budget hearings," she said. "I'm 
sorry to see it has gotten to this 
point. I am not thinking staff is not 
qualified." 

Other trustees commended vil-
lage staff for maintaining the 
same water rate since 1982 when 
the village hooked up to Lake 
Michigan water and said village 
staff was just following their in- 
structions. 4 

"They have been working under 
our instruction not to collect taxes 
until necessary," said Trustee Wil-
liam Rogers. 

Water rates will go up to $2.60 
per 1,000 gallons of water billed, up 
from $1.90. Sewer rates will stay at 
36 cents per 1,000 gallons used. 

Wolf-Hintz relocation impact study delayed 
Cl '  

BY LARRY SMITH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

At the urging of 2nd Ward Alder-
man Warren G. Sunde, the Pros-
pect Heights city council has de-
layed action on approving a draft 
of the environmental assessment 
study of the relocation of Wolf and 
Hintz roads. 

Sunde said the study is lacking 
information on how expected 
growth of plane traffic at 
Palwaukee Airport will affect the 
surrounding area. 

"If that isn't included here the 
whole thing is hogwash," Sunde 
said. 

The study must be approved by 
both Prospect Heights and Wheel-
ing before it can be forwarded to 

even se 
BY BONNIE BOOTH' 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Village of Wheeling trustees 
heard funding requests from seven 
social service agencies Monday, 
several of whom thanked them for 
past support and all of whom 
asked for more. 

Horizons Children's Center 
asked for the largest increase 
from $13,100 to $25,000, a 90 per-
cent jump in funds from the vil-
lage. 

"One out of every five children 
in the United States lives in pover-
ty," said Susan Sclove, director of 
the center. "It is not different for 
Wheeling." 

The center, on Schoenbeck Road 
in Wheeling, provides subsidies for  

low-income families. Since it 
opened in 1986, 650 children from 
Wheeling have attended the cen-
ter. 

Trustee William A. Rogers ques-
tioned a jump to $16,500 from 
$15,000 in starting salaries for 
teachers at the center. 

But Sclove that the salary in-
crease was needed. 

"We want to be able to hire and 
to keep quality teachers," she 
said. 

Trustees also heard funding re-
quests from Omni Youth Services, 
the Salvation Army, Shelter, Inc., 
CEDA Northwest, Northwest Sub-
urban High School District 214 
Community Education and Re-
source Center for the Elderly. 

If trustees vote to give each  

agency what it is seeking, they will 
add a $109,550 expenditure to their 
proposed $27.6 million spending 
plan. 

Resource Center for the Elderly 
asked for $500 in addition to its 
funding request for $1,700. 

The additional $500 is to fund a 
special program called Senior 
Shared in which local high school 
students repair the homes of 
Wheeling senior citizens. 

Trustee James Whittington said 
that the program has been a boon 
for high school students. Repre-
sentatives from the Resource Cen-
ter said the students can do a vari-
ty of tasks from caulking windows 
to fixing leaky faucets. It gives the 
students a chance to get in touch 
with the rest of the community. 

ice agencies tap Wheeling for funds 

the Illinois Division of Aeronautics 
and the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, who give final approval of 
the plan. Wheeling officials ap-
proved the study Monday. 

Sunde said the consultant who 
did the report said that in order for 
the airport to expand the road 
project must be done. "What you 
see here is a massive expansion of 
the airport, which some members 
of the commission and politicians 
said would never happen," Sunde 
said. 

Airport officials say the reloca-
tion is needed because the longest 
runway is too close to the intersec-
tion to meet Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration safety standards. But 
the FAA must review the study to 
assure that there will be no signifi- 

cant impact on the environment if 
the intersection is moved. 

Third Ward Alderman Carey L. 
Chickerneo said aldermen were 
wrong in tabling the report without 
giving someone a chance to refute 
Sunde's claims. 

Chickerneo said the delay in ap-
proving an environmental assess-
ment could hinder the airport's 
ability to get state and federal 
loans to aid in buying property in 
the area. The airport's "window of 
opportunity" to apply for grants 
could pass by and send the agen-
cies a wrong message, he said. 

"It sends a message to them that 
maybe we don't care about the 
projects," Chickerneo said. "It 
shows we're not aggressively pur-
suing projects." 

Wheeling to boost water rates by 31% 2nd garbage 
pickup will 
be available 
BY BONNIE BOOTH ..510 
Daily Herald Staff
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Wheeling residents will he able to 
sign up for an additional garbage 
pick up during yard waste disposal 
months now that trustees have ap-
proved the subscription service. 

Under the plan, residents will pay 
an extra $2.95 per month if they want 
to have their garbage picked up 
twice a week. The plan is in answer 
to residents' complaints about giving 
up one day of their now twice-weekly 
garbage collection during growing 
season. 

Last year, trustees approved once-
a-week pickup during prime growing 
season — April 1 through Nov. 30 —
after changes in state law prohibited 
refuse haulers from taking yard 
waste to landfills. 

But at least one trustee was con-
cerned that the $2.95 will not cover 
the cost of the second weekly pickup 
and that residents who do not sub-
scribe to the service will end up pay-
ing for it anyway in an increase in 
their garbage pick up rates next 
year. 

Don BulBulthuis, general manager 
of Buffalo Grove/Wheeling Disposal 
has said he has no way of knowing 
what the actual cost of the service 
will be and that if only a few resi-
dents sign up for the extra pick up, 
the disposal company will end up los-
ing money. 

"I am still concerned about what 
the eventual cost will be," said Trus-
tee William Rogers. "If Waste Man-
agement decides to keep this service 
how will we know we are not being 
charged for it in the future." 

The village of Buffalo Grove re-
cently approved the subscription 
service and Rogers suggested letting 
them try it for a year. 

But other trustees were confident 
that the charge for the service could 
be contained to the people who sub-
scribe. 

"I'm not keen about sitting back 
and watching Buffalo Grove do it 
and then saying we should have," 
said Trustee James Whittington. 
"We can make a decision on our 
own. We need to offer the choice. If 
the cost of the program becomes 
prohibitive residents will find an al-
ternative." 

!Prospect Heights grounds airport plans for now 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Prospect Heights City Coun-
cil's recent decision to delay approv-
ing the environmental assessment 
study of the relocation of Wolf and 
Hintz roads will not keep the Federal 
Aviation Administration and the Illi-
nois Division of Aeronautics from 
looking at the study. 

But if Prospect Heights aldermen 
do not approve the study before the 
FAA makes its finding, land acquisi-
tion and grant applications cannot go 
forward, according to Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport officials. 

"We cannot do anything without 
Prospect Heights' approval," said 
Fred E. Stewart, airport manager. 

Originally, the study could not  

even have been forwarded to the 
FAA without approval from both 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights, co-
owners of the airport, but 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport Com-
issioners voted in early February to 
send the study to all four of the gov-
ernmental bodies for concurrent re-
view. Wheeling approved the study 
Monday night. But at the urging of 
2nd Ward Alderman Warren G. 
Sunde, Prospect Heights voted to 
table the study until the engineers 
who wrote it could answer some 
questions. 

Sunde claims the study should in-
clude an assessment of how in-
creased air traffic would affect the 
airport's neighbors and that without 
that the study is incomplete. 

"This study is a decoy," Sunde  

said. "What's happening is it is 
drawing everybody's attention away 
from the airport's purchase of 58 
acres for a large expansion of the 
airport." 

Sunde said he wants the engineers 
to estimate the volume of operations 
from additional aircraft at the air-
port over the next 10 years and then 
measure the noise. 

"There is no questions that expan-
sion will take place with this 
project," he said. "You can't just 
give part of the picture." 

But 3rd Ward Alderman and 
Palwaukee Airport Commission 
member Carey L. Chickerneo said 
that there is no plan for expansion of 
the airport. 

He said if the airport acquires the 
land that the Twin Drive-In theater  

now sits on, just south of the airport, 
a portion of the land would be used tc 
relocate the Wheeling Drainage 
Ditch and the rest would be sold. 

"Both communities have already 
agreed to that," he said. "Wheeling 
considers it prime commercial prop-
erty." 

And he said noise impact already 
has been looked at in a separate 
study that was approved by the com-
mission about five months ago. 

"This study is not studying the im-
pact of any other development then 
the relocation of those roads," he 
said. 

Airport officials say the reloca-
tion, which would move the intersec-
tion about 500 feet west of its current 
location, is needed because the long-
est runway is too close to the inter-
section to meet FAA standards. 



BY LARRY SMITH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A new group looking to curb gang 
activity in several Northwest subur-
ban communities has announced its 
formation. 

The Regional Action Planning 
Project is a network of local govern-
mental, educational and social ser-
vice agencies designed to control 
and/or eliminate potential develop-
ment of gang activity. Those agen-
cies are in communities in Mount 
Prospect, Wheeling, Des Plaines, 
Prospect Heights, Buffalo Grove, 
Rolling Meadows, Arlington Heights, 
Elk Grove Village and Palatine.  

Communities in Vernon and Elk 
Grove Townships and southern Lake 
County are also involved, Jim Whitt-
ington, associate principal of Wheel-
ing High School and a spokesman for 
the group, said. 

RAPP members hope to use the 
resources of each community and 
agency to have a more cohesive ap-
proach to confronting a rising gang 
problem in the region. 

"The whole intent is not to re-in-
vent the wheel," Whittington said. 

Members of the group plan to sep-
arate their goals into three categor-
ies, Whittington said. Those categor-
ies are prevention, intervention and  

suppression of gang activities. 

The group has been discreetly 
meeting since June of last year, 
Mount Prospect Police Chief Ronald 
W. Pavlock, said. 

"We've met about a dozen times," 
Pavlock said. 

The group's mission is to be a unit-
ed, multi-community alliance com-
mitted to working with individuals 
and systems for the purpose of elimi-
nating those conditions which foster 
alienation, delinquincy and gang de-
velopment while promoting condi-
tions which will ensure a healthy 
community environment for all  

youth and their families," the state-
ment reads. 

One accomplishment the group 
has made so far is to define what a 
gang crime is, Pavlock said. A crime 
is considered gang-related when the 
act is done to benefit a gang. 

Pavlock said a major benefit of the 
alliance is improved communica-
tions for resource sharing. Needs 
identified by one member agency 
may be met by the services of anoth-
er. Agencies will also share areas of 
expertise and help one another reach 
community individuals for participa-
tion in programs, events and activi-
ties the group is currently develop-
ing. 

BY ANNE SCHMITT 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Leaders of a Northwest subur-
ban garbage consortium agreed 
unanimously Wednesday to press 
on with plans to build a landfill 
near Bartlett, even if it means fur-
ther court battles. 

Calling the decision the only "re-
sponsible" course to follow, the 
Solid Waste Agency of Northern 
Cook County board voted to contin-
ue work toward opening the 142-
acre landfill, slated for construc-
tion within a 530-acre site at the 
corner of Gifford and West Bart-
lett roads. 

The board also authorized the 
agency to take the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to Federal Dis- 

trict Court if necessary to chal-
lenge its objections to the project 
that led to the rejection of the land-
fill proposal in January. 

"We own a zoned and permitted 
landfill," said William R. Balling, 
Buffalo Grove village manager 
and chairman of the executive 
committee. "But for an Army 
Corp of Engineers permit, we will 
be home." Other officials cited the 
group's already substantial invest-
ment of time and money in the 
balefill, so-called because garbage 
is baled before disposal in a land-
fill, as a reason not to abandon the 
Bartlett location. 

"Our responsibility is to contin-
ue ahead to protect that $16 mil-
lion," said Elk Grove Village Pres-
ident Charles J. Zettek. 

Des Plaines City Manager Larry 
Asaro cast an "yes" vote from 
that city, despite some dissention 
on the council over support for the 
project. The council is expected to 
vote next week on a resolution 
about the balefill plan. 

Agency Director Williams Abolt 
said the Army Corps' denial has 
delayed the project at least a year. 
It could take two to three years for 
SWANCC to get a permit and con-
struct the landfill, he said. Mean-
while, the agency plans to begin 
tree-clearing and installing under-
ground water monitors on about 3 
acres of the site. First, the agency 
must successfully resolve a pend-
ing lawsuit in Kane County Circuit 
Court that blocks SWANCC from 
clearing trees at the site. 

roup forms to fight gangs in area suburbs 
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dozen brick mailboxes in the village, 
but the village's operation and main-
tenance workers have found at least 
347 obstructions on parkways, in-
cluding raised landscape planters, 
flower boxes, timbers, railroad ties, 
boulders, logs and planting berms. 

And he said these structures cre-
ate a public safety hazard. 

"Anything that can cause damage 
should it be hit by a vehicle is unac- 

ceptable," he said. 

Some residents have complained 
that light poles, fire hydrants' and 
stop signs are also safety hazards, 
but Anderson said these structures 
are built so that they give way on im-
pact. Also, those items aren't cov-
ered by the new ordinance. 

Along with the ordinance, trustees 
adopted a new standard for mail-
boxes that regulates the post they sit 

"Most of the corrections are mi-
nor," Anderson said. "The mailbox 
may hang out too far into the street. 
It is not a big deal to move the mail-
box back on the post. But if it is a 

BY JAMES P. BOZIKIS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Hoffman Estates acted too harshly 
when it fired the village's first black 
police officer in 1989 because she 
refused to remove a fingerless black 
driving glove while on duty. a Cook 
County Circuit Court judge ruled 
Friday. 

Judge Francis Barth sent the case 
of former officer Florene Williams 
back to the village's police and fire 
commission - the body that fired 
her Aug. 2, 1989 - for "sanctions less 
than discharge," said Hoffman Es-
tates Attorney Richard N. Williams. 

Florene Williams has maintained 
that she was fired because of her  

race, and she still has a $1 million 
discrimination lawsuit pending in 
federal court. Last month, a Wheel-
ing patrolman won a $40,000 judg-
ment in a racial discrimination law-
suit filed against his police chief. 

But Friday's judgment on her dis-
missal means the fire and police 
commission would be required to im-
pose a sentence no stronger than a 
30-day suspension, after which Wil-
liams would be reinstated on the 
force and compensated for back pay. 

"We're disappointed and we ex-
pect to appeal," attorney Richard 
Williams said. 

But Florene Williams said Friday 
she was not surprised by the ruling. 

"I'm definitely glad it turned out  

the way it did," she said. "It was just 
a matter of going through the 
courts." 

Williams said she wants to be back 
working with the Hoffman Estates 
Police. 

"Definitely, no question about 
that," she said. 

In the 19 months since being fired, 
Florene Williams said, she has 
worked on and off doing accounting 
for a temporary agency. In that line 
of work, she said, she does not wear 
the gloves. 

"If the job is not a driving job, 
no," she said. "They're driving 
gloves." 

According to the village's attor-
ney, Barth said termination is an ap- 

propriate penalty for insubordina-
tion "on the street" - for example, 
if an officer refused to provide 
backup on a call. But Barth found 
Florene Williams' actions - al-
though insubordinate - to be of a 
less severe nature, requiring a pen-
alty no stronger than suspension, he 
said. 

Barth refused to comment on the 
case. 

Hoffman Estates Assistant Chief 
James Dutton said the ruling has no 
immediate impact on the depart-
ment. 

"We'll have to wait and see," Dut-
ton said. "It would be premature for 
us to make any comment." Florene Williams 

Residents who are in violation of 
the new ordinance can expect a no-
tice from village hall sometime in 
the next few months. 

"All obstructions in the village will 
be looked at but we are going to deal 
with the obvious obstructions first," 
Anderson said. "Everything will be 
looked at over time." a 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Brick pillar mailboxes, boulders 
and flower planters are among the 
items that residents will have to re-
move from village parkways now 
that Wheeling trustees have passed 
an ordinance prohibiting obstruc-
tions on the public right-of-way. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said there are fewer than two 

Wheeling outlaws brick mail boxes, other 'obstructions' 
3 - 6 --7/ 

on and how far from the road they major brick mailbox it will have to 
must be placed. The regulations will be moved." 
be given to anyone wishing to build a 
new home in the village and will be 
available for residents who have to 
change their mailbox. 
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The fate of corporate jets such as these at Palwaukee Municipal Airport often depends on economic conditions in some of the 
same ways as that of any other piece of company equipment. Daily Herald Photo/Bob Chwedyk 

More corporate jets take to the air 
BY JOHN MULLIN 
Daily Herald Business Writer 

If the numbers are any indica-
tion, increasing numbers of local 
corporate executives are getting 
into "heavy metal." 

That's the trade jargon applied 
to larger private jets owned or 

, leased by corporations to spirit 
their top management, custom-
ers and other key personnel 
around the country and beyond. 

Traditional hubs of private fly-
ing — Waukegan Regional Air-
port, Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port in Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights, DuPage County Airport 
in West Chicago and Aurora Mu-
nicipal Airport in Sugar Grove —
all have seen their corporate 
business grow substantially dur- 

Sunday 
spotlight 

Business 
trends 

ing the past decade. 
An estimated 200 corporations 

in Chicago and suburbs own at 
least one airplane. Palwaukee 
now is the base for about 10 For-
tune 500 corporations including 
Motorola. Waukegan, which 
christened a new control tower in 
1988, is home to the planes of 
Square D, Baxter Healthcare 
and Abbott Laboratories. 

Commercial real estate bro-
kers, traditionally concerned 
with access to highways and rail- 

roads, also have begun to ask 
more often about the size of jets 
that local runways can accom-
modate as they evaluate poten-
tial sites for clients. 

"When I started here 21 years 
ago, we sold two semi-trailers of 
jet fuel a month, about 14,000 gal-
lons," said Al Huisman, manager 
of the Waukegan airport. "Now 
we go through a load a day." 

At the DuPage airstrip, there 
were 165,554 takeoffs and land-
ings in 1982. Last year there were 
216,891, and the tilt is toward 
business flying. 

"Ten years ago, our traffic was 
about half business, half recre-
ational," said Jim Keleher, di-
rector of community relations 
for DuPage County Airport. 
"Now our air traffic controllers  

say it's about 75 percent com-
mercial." 

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and State of Illinois have 
allocated about $40 million for 
expansion at the DuPage and Au-
rora airports. 

"Basically we follow the econo-
my and the economy has been 
good generally over the past 10 
years," said Cassandra Bosco, 
manager of communications for 
the National Business Aircraft 
Association in Washington, D.C. 

The NBAA represents busi-
nesses that own or operate their 
own planes for business pur-
poses. Since 1975, its member-
ship has increased from 1,300 to 
3,000 companies, plus an addi- 

See PLANES on Page 2 

PLANES: Corporate jets find happy landings in suburbs 
Continued from Page 1 

tional 3,705 subsidiaries. 
Private corporate aircraft — with 

their lavish interiors and amenities 
— rank high among professional sta-
tus symbols. Of the Fortune 500 com-
panies, 332 operate their own air-
craft. 

But the flying offices can be more 
vulnerable to the budget ax than the 
office copier in a tight economy. 

"It's a commitment on the part of 
the company, just like a computer or 
any other machine," said Ken Fuhr-
man, director of aviation services 
for Deerfield-based Baxter, which 
maintains a hangar and several air-
craft at Waukegan. "It has to be jus-
tified and thought of as part of the 
total assets of the company." 

Indeed, when the economy flagged 
last year, business at local airports 
went into a tailspin, too. Traffic at 
Aurora and DuPage was up in 1989 
over 1988, for example, but fell off in 
1990. And Palwaukee had its lowest 
level of activity since 1986, accord-
ing to FAA reports. 

Specific crises have heightened in- 

terest by companies in owning or 
leasing aircraft for their exclusive 
use. During the Persian Gulf crisis, 
the number of overseas flights on 
scheduled airlines was reduced and 
some travelers feared possible ter-
rorist acts against commercial air-
lines. Those factors, plus the specter 
of long lines and delays at the hands 
of airport security, sparked an in-
crease in private corporate flying, 
NBAA's Bosco said. 

"There was a surge of growth dur-
ing the PATCO strike (the 1981 strike 
by air traffic controllers against the 
Reagan administration) and when 
the economy is good, people spend 
money on private aircraft," said Mi-
chael F. Zonsius, assistant manager 
of finance and administration for 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

"With all the unrest in the world, 
corporate flying has become more 
appealing because so many more 
corporations are multinational," 
Fuhrman said. 

Many corporations prefer a low 
profile for their flight programs, 
concerned that expenditures for  

company aircraft might appear ex-
travagant to shareholders or em-
ployees. 

"On a strictly cost basis, compar-
ing it to what you'd spend on com-
mercial airlines, you can't justify 
it," Zonsius said. "But you have to 
take into account what you're paying 
an executive and what that time is 
worth." 

"If an executive needed to go from 
Chicago to someplace like Mitchell, 
S.D., by commercial airline, he'd go 
to Minneapolis, then to Sioux Falls, 
then rent a car and drive in because 
the airport there isn't large enough 
to handle big jets. With a corporate 
plane, he goes straight there," Zon-
sius said. 

Travelers-can be driven from their 
offices right into the corporate 
hanger at a local airport, get out of 
the limousine and directly into the 
company jet, have the hangar doors 
rolled back and touch down in Paris, 
nonstop. 

"We can go out and back to either 
coast and be back the same day," 
Fuhrman said. "This lets an individ, 
ual employee be much more produc-'  

tive and not waste time with layo-
vers, connections and delays." 

The increase in private business 
air travel has put more planes in lo-
cal air space. The added traffic is 
handled by creating "zones" around 
the air fields. 

For example, the DuPage tower 
has control over aircraft within a 
five-mile radius and up to 3,000 feet. 
When planes move farther or higher 
than that, they are transferred to re-
gional air traffic controllers. 

"The added traffic doesn't pose 
any particular problems. They're 
worked in as part of the same air 
traffic procedures as other air-
craft," said Chicago-based FAA 
spokeswoman Barbara Detmer, a 
former pilot and air traffic control-
ler. "And corporate operations are 
very, very professional and they 
have been in place a long time, using 
pilots with a great deal of training, 
plus experience as commercial air-
line pilots." 

Sunday Spotlight profiles an execu-
tive, a company or a business trend. 
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Residents oppose 
Lake-Cook widening 

By B.H. MERENS 'ran from 2 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
ffAfF44,  raft  

I  
at the Wheeling Park Dis- (2,,c, -.•

.c ID trict's Chevy Chase Club- 
Politicians, mothers and house on Milwaukee Ave- 

children, Buffalo Grove nue, about one mile from 
lage officials and area resi- some of the proposed 
dents spoke out against the expansion. 
expansion plans for Lake "I'm against it. It's a 
Cook Road at a public hear- waste of my tax dollars," 
ing held in Wheeling on said Mike Peters, an 11-year 
Tuesday. resident of Buffalo Grove. 

Officials reported more "I don't see a reason to 
than 100 people turned out expand it. Maybe two or 
in the first hour alone for three hours out of the 
the public hearing, which (Continued on page 7) 

Clear choices 
in Wheeliwc 3  

0 0— /l.) ( 1)-e_ 
hee g is used to party politics. There's 
always been a slate, always a slated party and 
often a rival party. 

This year is no different. But while slated 
candidates may work well together after elected, 
residents this year should split their vote between 
parties, and choose incumbent Judy Abruscato from 
the Citizen's Action Party and incumbent Anthony 
Altieri and village clerk Lois Gaffke from the Upward 
Party for village trustees. 

Abruscato, who was won election as an 
independent four years ago, has brought an essential 
critical voice to the board. She deserves to retain her 
seat. 

Alfieri, by contrast, has been actively involved in 
Wheeling for 28 years and helped turn out the 
wheeler-dealers that formerly inhabited Village Hall. 
He has valid ideas for the Tax Increment Financing 
District, if an appelate judge rules it valid. 

Gaffke, village clerk, also possesses sizeable 
knowledge of the village, having observed the 
board's actions as a non-voting official. 

Voters should choose Abruscato, Altieri and Gaffke 

for Wheeling trustee. 

• \Videning Continued from page 7 
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• Widening 
Continued from page 5 

(entire) day there is traffic. 
The rest of the time you can 
practically walk across it." 

According to Cook 
County Highway Depart-
ment numbers, Peters 
slightly underestimated the 
daily traffic flow on Lake-
Cook Road. 

On the east end of Lake-
Cook Road near Sanders, 
the average daily traffic 
flow includes 37,000 cars 
and will increase to 54,000 
by the year 2,010. Between 
Buffalo Grove and Arlington 
Heights Roads on Lake-
Cook, that average daily 
number is 37,000 and is 
expected to grow to 48,000 
in 2,010. On the west end of 
Lake-Cook by Rand Road, 
currently daily vehicle num-
bers total 23,200 and are 
expected to climb to 30,000 
in 20 years. 

The above estimates take 
into account the eventual 
expansion of roads such as 
Willow to the south, Route 
22 to the north and the 
Route 53 extension, accord-
ing to Robert Hedrick, the 
chief engineer of transporta-
tion and planning in the 
Cook County Highway 
department. 

"I think (the expansion) 
is very crucial," Hedrick 
said. "It's going to be very 
busy (on Lake-Cook Road) 
no matter what. It is busy 
already. We are trying to 
provide for that volume of 
traffic now and in the 
future." 

Residents came to ask 
questions, give formal testi-
mony and see exhibits of 
the proposed seven-mile 
road widening plan which 
would run from the Tri-
State Tollway west to Rand 
Road. The county also gave 
a slide show presentation to 
illustrate the project. 

The proposal includes 
having three lanes in each 
direction from Route 53 to 
the Tri-State Tollway; inter-
section upgrades at 17 loca-
tions; and bridge widening 
at four bridges along Lake 
Cook Road. 

The entire project is 
expected to cost about $18 
million. A timeframe for the 

(Continued on page 13) 

project has not been given. 
Hedrick has said that the 
time for the project would 
depend on the availability 
of funding for it. 

Wheeling resident 
Majorie Orza said she 
doesn't think road widening 
is the answer to traffic woes 
on Lake-Cook Road. She 
believes that better traffic 
management is the answer. 

"We don't need a bigger 
road. We need a better way 
to get traffic moving," Orza 
said. She spoke of a need to 
synchronize the timing of 
stoplights through Buffalo 
Grove and she spoke of a 
need to reduce the number 
of traffic lights there. 

"The traffic flow is unbe-
lievable at rush hour  

because of all the traffic 
lights," Orza said. 

In a moment of candor, 
Iry Benjamin, county high- 
way department assistant 
bureau chief in charge of 
design, explained that the 
public hearing "gave every-
one an opportunity to see 
what is going to be done." 

When questioned about 
his frankness, Benjamin 
said that the public input 
was important but that the 
need for the expansion is 
overwhelming. 

"We're sensitive to the 
public. After all, we work 
for the public. We're not 
going to shove something 
down their throats," Benja-
min said. "At this juncture, 
(the expansion plan) is  

something we are looking at 
as a necessity to handle 
traffic as a result of the 
development that is taking 
place." 

Benjamin noted people's 
concerns that Route 22 and 
Willow Road be expanded 
first but said that studies 
show that expanding those 
roads won't reduce the traf-
fic crunch on Lake-Cook 
Road. 

Hedrick said that while 
he strongly supports the 
expansion, it is far from 
being a done deal. 

The final decision lies 
with the Cook County Board 
of Commissioners and isn't 
expected for at least six to 
eight weeks, Benjamin said. 
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imcf Palwaukee's spending plan up 22 percent 

Police use restraint in high speed chases 
C.c 9_1 5 D-R..." 

By B. H. MERENS a I chases locally. (See related 

STAFF WRITER ,1 /1 1  story this page.) 
Both the Buffalo Grove 

When Cpl. Mike Millett and Wheeling Police Depart-
decided against a high- ments have strict guidelines 
speed car chase last week, regarding high-speed pur-
his bosses at the Buffalo suits. They call for extreme 
Grove Police Dept. care to be given when 
applauded his decision. Mil- deciding to shine the 
lett knew who the offender revolving lights, crank up 
was and decided chasing the siren and floor it. 
him wasn't necessary. "There is a greater 

"I followed after Brown awareness on the degree of 
on Asbury until he turned endangerment not only to 
south on Barclay," Millett the police officers but to 
wrote in his report. "Given pedestrians, motorists and 
the positive identification of the person trying to elude 
Brown and the fact that police," said Buffalo Grove 
Brown was driving in a way police Cmdr. Gary Del Re. 
that could be life threaten- "We don't ban chases, but 
ing, I decided not to engage they are strictly governed as 
in a high speed pursuit." to what is acceptable." 

The recent death of an In Wheeling, the police 
18-year-old Wheeling youth department is operating 
in a high-speed chase in under a recently re-written 
Indiana has renewed inter- police manual which 
est in policies governing includes an updated,  

detailed car chase policy. In Wheeling, there 
"The agency must bal- haven't been any deaths or 

ante the necessity for pur- serious accidents due to 
suit or apprehension against police-involved high speed 
the probability and severity chases in at least 23 years, 
of damage or injury that Hermes said. 
may result," Wheeling During the late 60s or 
Police Deputy Chief Michael early 70s, a police chase 
Hermes said. "There is starting in Arlington 
hardly any time of day on Heights, Palatine or Wheel-
any day of the week when ing might have run into 
there isn't traffic on the Libertyville with half a 
roads out here." dozen police cars from half 

a dozen communities taking 
part before it ended, Her- 

No deaths mes said. 
There wasn't anything to 

Del Re said that while stop either the chase or the 
there have been accidents officers from joining in, he 
in Buffalo Grove during said. Today, physical devel-
high speed chases, no one opment and liability slow 
has died during any of them things down, he added. 
in the past 18 years. Since "It used to be that some- 
1989, the Buffalo Grove one could practically lay 
department has been down in the middle of Dun-
involved in 8 high speed dee Road and not have any- 
chases, he said. thing to worry about," Her- 

mes said. 

Chase policy 
Wheeling has a policy not 

to join in other communi-
ties chases, even if they 
come through town, he said, 
although they will lend 
assistance if it is requested. 

Wheeling regulations 
stipulate how far an officer 
can carry on a high speed 
chase before having to 
receive permission to leave 
the village limits and con-
tinue following a suspect. 

Hermes noted that the 
development of high tech-
nology in police work has 
lessened the need for 
chases because better com-
munications throughout the 
state makes it easier to 
apprehend criminals. The 

(Continued on page 16) 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commissioners passed a $1.23 mil-
lion spending plan for the airport 
Wednesday, up 22 percent from 
last year's $954,000 budget. 

The new budget, for the fiscal 
year that will begin May 1, 1991, 
includes capital expenditures of 
$60,000 for a new fuel tank, $14,000 
for equipment and $100,000 for 
pavement maintenance. 

However, airport officials are 
expecting revenues of $1.54 mil-
lion, more than enough to cover 
expenses and build a contingency 
fund for any unexpected expenses. 

About $1.49 million of the reve-
nues will come from airport opera- 

tions. These include hangar leases, 
fuel flowage fees and revenues 
from rental of T-hangers and tie-
downs for smaller aircraft. 

The airport was purchased by 
the village of Wheeling and the 
city of Prospect Heights in 1988, 
with this being the second line-
item budget that airport officials 
have put together. 

Fred E. Stewart, airport mana-
ger, said that staff is still learning 
the process. 

"Each year we gain experience 
and we get better," he said. 

Stewart said that he hopes this 
year's trend of increasing revenue 
beyond what is projected carries 
over next year also. 

"We increased revenues above 
what we anticipated by pursuing  

aggressive lease agreements and 
actively collecting fees," he said. 
"And we managed to spend less 
than we thought we would." 

Under the new budget, one more 
maintenance person will be added 
to the staff bringing the airport's 
number of full-time employees to 
nine. 

Personnel expenses make up the 
largest chunk of the budget —
$406,455. Outside service fees, in-
cluding engineering and legal fees, 
are expected to cost $84,800. But 
there is a drop in legal fees of 
$12,000 because airport officials 
last year paid off an outstanding 
balance. 

The budget will be forwarded to 
both municipalities, which must 
also approve it. 

Buffalo Grove police man-
ual clearly states officers 
carry the majority of 
responsibility when engag-
ing in a high-speed chase. 

"The decision to begin, 
responsibility for continua-
tion and method of fresh 
pursuit rests primarily with 
the individual officer(s) 
involved. Although the law 
does not prevent officers 
from using emergency 
speeds while engaged in 
pursuit, it does hold the 
officer criminally and civilly 
responsible for his/her 
actions," the manual reads. 

Deputy chief: installation 
of 911 system on schedule 
BY BONNE 00TH 

gineenng contract 
OK'd for street repairs 

Wheeling village trustees voted to 
pay an engineering firm no more 
than $48,500 to oversee the 1991 
street improvement program. 

Baxter and Woodman Environ-
mental Engineers of Crystal Lake 
will provide construction inspection 
and project management for im-
provements to Northgate Parkway. 
Construction is expected to begin in 
early May. 

The street improvement program 
is financed by money from the vil-
lage's motor fuel tax and road and 
bridge funds. 

Baxter and Woodman charged the 
village $40,772 for engineering con-
sulting services on last year's street 
improvements. This year's agree-
ment is identical to that agreement 
except for a six percent increase in 
average hourly rates. 

Cleaning costs 
increase by $105 

Trustees authorized the payment 
of an additional $105 per month to 
the janitorial firm that cleans village 
hall so that an additional hallway 
can be cleaned. 

Fire department personnel had 
been cleaning the 900-square-foot 
hallway and its two bathrooms that 
runs between the police department 
and fire department but Village 
Manager Craig G. Anderson said 
that it was an oversight that the area 
should have been included in the 
original contract with Quality Care, 
Inc. of Arlington Heights but was in-
advertently left out. 

The a ditional cleaning will bring 
the monthly bill for cleaning village 
hall to $1,645 per month. 

Gerhold recognized 
for NORMAN work 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
thanked Robert Gerhold for serving 
as Wheeling representative to the 
North Suburban Transit District 
(NORTRAN). 

"We appreciate your commitment 
and dedication to the village in serv-
ing as its NORTRAN representative 
from 1987 to 1990," Schultz said. 
"NORTRAN may be mothballed but 
we are not going to mothball you." 

NORTRAN's operations have been 
assumed by PACE in a move to 
make an overall bus transportation 
entity, but Schultz said that munici-
pal representatives that used to 
make up the governmental body are 
still on standby to be called upon as 
needed. 

Resolutions kick off 
village parade plans 

Trustees approved resolutions au-
thorizing parades for Memorial Day 
and Independence Day. 

The resolutions are needed so that 
the police department can apply to 
the state for permission to close 
roads during the parades. 

Portions of Illinois Route 83 that 
run through the village will be closed 
for the Memorial Day parade.  

And Dundee Road between Wolf 
Road and Elmhurst Road and parts 
of Elmhurst Road and Wolf Road 
will be closed for the July 4th pa-
rade. 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Equipment for the village of 
Wheeling's enhanced 911 emergency 
telephone system has been ordered 
and police department officials are 
expecting it to be delivered next 
week. 

Deputy Police Chief J. Michael 
Hermes recently told village trus-
tees, acting as members of the emer-
gency systems telephone board, that 
movement to the new 911 system is 
going according to schedule. 

He said installation of the system 
is expected to be completed by April 
24, giving Illinois Bell three months 
to test every telephone line in the vil-
lage to make sure it is properly 
hooked into the system before the 
July 24 switch-over date. 

Voters approved the Enhanced 911 
system, which automatically pro-
vides dispatchers with a caller's ad-
dress and phone number, last No-
vember. 

As of March 12, all emergency ser-
vice numbers, corresponding street 
names and address ranges were en-
tered into the Illinois Bell data base. 
Any new phone numbers in the vil-
lage will automatically be entered 
by Illinois Bell into the data base. 

At the same time that Illinois Bell 
is testing the lines, the village will 
begin a campaign to educate citizens 
about the new emergency number. 

"We have an elaborate plan to pro-
mote the system to the community," 
Hermes said. "Including activities 
at Wheeling Familyfest." 

But trustees were also concerned 
that residents in pockets of Wheeling 
that are not incorporated into the vil-
lage also be made aware that they 
will have to continue to dial a seven-
digit emergency number. 

"There are only a handful of areas 
that will be unaddressed by Prospect 
Heights 911 or us," said Wheeling 
Fire Chief Keith S. MacIsaac."If 
they call 911 they will get a recording 
giving them the emergency num-
ber." 

Trustee James A. Whittington said 
he did not want people not in the cor-
porate limits of the village to have to 
listen to a recording because the vil-
lage did not inform them that they 
are not in the 911 system. 

"I hate to think that someone will 
dial 911 then listen to a recording and 
then dial another number," he said. 

The police and fire department 
non-emergency numbers will not 
change under the new system. 

WHIBLINQ VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 
• 



It may take time, but stopping for a train at 
railroad crossings is by far the safest course of 

Pioneer Press File Photo 
action. Fifty-she people died last year after 
deciding to try to beat the train across. 

died and 825 people had 
been involved in accidents 
in 1976 at Illinois railroad 
crossings. 

While representatives of 
the program said it has con-
tributed to the decline in 
Illinois railroad crossing 
accidents since its incep-
tion, they acknowledged 
their work is not done. 

Lorenz said Wheeling has 
four railroad crossing inter-
sections, at the Wisconsin 
Central Railroad tracks and 
Camp McDonald Road, 
Hintz Road, Dundee Road 
and Willow Road. 

"We've been real lucky" 
in Wheeling, he said. "I've 
never had a physical 
car/train accident at a rail-
road crossing in the 12 
years that I've been here." 

Accidents have occurred 
where the track cross the 
Palatine frontage road west 
of Wolf Road, but that inter-
section doesn't count as a 
regular rail crossing, he 
said. 

No accidents 
Buffalo Police Sgt. Stuart 

Parets said his village only 
has two railroad crossings 
and hasn't had any acci-
dents at them. "It's not an 
issue. Trains don't come 
through that often," Parets 
explained. "It's never been 
a (major) concern." 

Lorenz said just last 
week, he wrote a fine for a 
gasoline hauling truck 
driver who chose not to stop 
at a railroad crossing in 
Wheeling. The gasoline 
trucks are required to stop 
at every crossing. 

Lorenz was notified of 
the infraction by a railroad 
frequency radio he carries 
to keep tabs. The driver 

received a $50 fine. The 
driver told Lorenz he didn't 
stop because he was in a 
hurry. 

"These are preventable 
accidents," Lorenz said. "It 
is amazing the dumb things 
that drivers do because they 
don't want to wait. It can be 

anybody from little old 
ladies to teen-agers." 

Richardson stressed that 
most train-car accidents 
occur because drivers dis-
obey the law. 

"Very rarely do you find 
that a railway crossing acci-

(Continued on page 100) 

5 • 5,  ,..- ..-rp, iv ;1 • E rrii;EP g r 8 i? 511  VS el 4-  fl liq 2 - w-0- m o wp.ebbog wzz .4 m....,-. fD r.,-,i52,o,i2›.. 2-.,mt:j (4' ,V4 '0 Ci 3E1 4  Lis)  ill 
'.< .-t- a, =`-' 5 0 '4  0 cr g t< A 5- g  no" su o 1:1  2, p 0  P ° Pc, 2, ro (1,3 ga..91 01 f„) A f„, (T) • 6' 5 

4. 9 m,...--4, co '1)  ,. 
,.8 '&1 c. min rg WoIN 55,.

ig 

gi F. A., .4
12. O• " rD I:t 

dd_ 0 

,.... w 
 t
r: 

 I:: b„.. fa. 
 •-d an  w, to  el. .1 id el)  5 

w..
... Fg -• E' 5 g: "ff"8.-iVaiNk4 r! 

D mo' m o o 

P'S g g:L`8011 la.11 01 Tft-gel,"0.1  
o o to 

co m F, .. •• < ol 

13.),  S ES"WIESI .;°,1- 001.12. ia,l, 

Pioneer Press File photo 

Trains are a lot closer than they appear, says Operation 
Lifesaver, a program to prevent railroad crossing accidents 
coming to Wheeling this month. 

Program brings crossing safety to Wheeling 
Lifesaver 

Operation Lifesaver is a 
public education program 
run throughout the country, 
designed to reduce the 
number of crashes, deaths 
and injuries at rail-highway 
intersections. The program, 
with the sponsorship of the 
Wheeling Police Depart-
ment, is holding an all-day 
seminar in Wheeling on 
March 27 that will focus on 
both the problem of railroad 
crossing safety and how to 
teach others to be careful. 

"Peoples' confidence 
grows each time they cross 
at a railroad crossing 
safely" when a train is 
approaching, said Don Rich-
ardson, the state coordina-
tor for Operation Lifesaver. 

"People forget. People 
make mistakes," Richard-
son said. "What we are try-
ing to do is keep the prob-
lem of railroad crossing 
accidents on their minds. 
We don't want it to happen 
to them." 

Pass the word 
Operation Lifesaver 

trains police officers, bus 
drivers, truck drivers and 
anyone else who may be in 
a position to pass the safety 
word on to others. When the 
program began here 15 
years ago, 96 people had 

is Safety 
Continued from pago 7 

deist was the result of sig-
nals not working. It usually 
is due to driver error," he 

And one main reason all 
: these people look the other 
sway -tc rail crossings, or 

i don't look either way, is 
because they are too famil-
iar with them. 

"People don't pay atten-
tion to railroad crossings 
(because) they are just 
another landmark on the 
way to and from work," 
Lorenz said. 

He noted that especially 
with freight trains, the 
schedules are rarely the 
same on a day-to-day basis. 
This makes it nearly impos-
sible for any driving com-
muter to be sure that the 
tracks are safe to cross--
unless they look each time. 

While drivers and pedes-
trians need to be constantly 
reminded about railway 
crossing safety, Richardson 
noted that Operation Life-
saver also has to work on 
police departments to 
actively enforce traffic laws 
around the tracks. 

"In the majority of police 
departments, it is not a high 
priority law," Richardson 
said of the regulation pro-
hibiting drivers from cross-
ing the tracks when a red 
light is flashing. 

He explained that a flash-
ing red light at a train 
crossing is like a flashing 
red light anywhere else. It 
means stop. 

Think you can beat that 
train across the tracks? 
Better think again, says a 
railroad crossing safety 
program coming to 
Wheeling for an all day 
seminar. 
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to railroad 
crossing and the lights start 
to flash but the gates 
haven't come down yet. It 
appears that a freight train 
is coming and you don't 
want to risk having to wait 
10 or 15 minutes for it to 
pass. 

The gates are descending 
and you decide to go for it. 
Good decision? No, but pos-
sibly your last. 

In 1990, 56 people died 
because of that decision in 
Illinois and 317 people were 
involved in accidents 
caused by people failing to 
respect the speed, size and 
force behind an approaching 
train. 

"That train is a hell of a 
lot closer and moving a lot 
faster than (people) realize," 
said Wheeling Police Dept. 
accident investigator Tom 
Lorenz. "When you decide 
to shoot across, that train is 
already on you." 
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owner asks board OK for garage 
The owner of Bob Chinn's 

Crabhouse and his family will be 
parking their cars in a garage 
near the restaurant if the Whee-
ing village board goes along with 
the plan commission's approval 
of the plan. 

Plan commission members 
voted recently to grant Robert 
Chinn, owner of the restaurant, 
an amendment to their restau-
rant special use permit to build 
the garage. Robert Chinn, owner  

of the restaurant at 393 S. 
Milwaukee, wants to build a six 
car garage for members of his 
family who work at the restau-
rant. 

One parking space will be lost 
if the garage is put up. Frank Di-
Angelo, general manager, said 
the owners would be "merging 
-their parking spaces to one cen-
tralized location", rather than 
taking up six spaces around the 
parking lot. The owners also  

want to eliminate damage that 
has occurred to their cars while 
in the parking lot. 

In approving the amendment 
the commission also approved 
the architectural design and 
landscaping plans for the ga-
rage, which has been designed to 
match the restaurant. 

The garage will be built with 
the same brick that was used to 
build the restaurant and while 
the shingles will also match, they  

will be made out of metal. 
Village Planner Mark Janeck 

said the village has received 
complaints about Crabhouse em-
ployees parking on Mohrs Ave-
nue across from the restaurant. 

DiAngelo said he would inform 
employees that they could no 
longer park across the street but 
should use the parking lot. Em-
ployees will be informed of the 
new parking policy in staff meet-
ings and by notices enclosed in 
paychecks. 

elude animals owned for fighting, 
animals that attack or bite without 
provocation, and animals that be-
cause of their size, are capable of 
hurting or killing people. 

"We do not know that we have any 
Under the ordinance, passed by pit bulls in the village now," said Vil- 

trustees this week, it became illegal lage Manager Craig G. Anderson. 
to keep a "dangerous or vicious" an- "And we might not necessarily know 
imal and owners will have 24 hours unless someone calls us." 
to get the animal out of the village. The Wheeling Board of Health, vil- 

Definitions of dangerous also in- lage attorney and village sanitarian  

have been working on the changes 
for about three years. 

"This was necessary legislation to 
ensure the health, welfare and well-
being of the residents of Wheeling," 
said Bruce Portnoy, health commis-
sioner. "It puts owners of potentially 
dangerous animals on notice that 
they must exercise prudence and 
care." 

All dogs and cats over four months 
old are supposed to be licensed with  

the village and the $5 annual fee does 
not change with the new provisions. 

The ordinance also sets, for the 
first time, a limit on the number of 
animals that can live in any one 
household. 

Anderson said that the previous 
ordinance may have limited the 
number of cats or dogs a household 
could have, but this ordinance limits 
the number of total pets over four 
months old to four. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Although the average Wheeling 
pet will not be affected by changes in 
the village's animal ordinance, pit 
bull terriers will have to leave town. 

eeling unleashes changes in animal ordinance 
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Wheeling race is test 
of Schultz' leadership 

Restaurants 
present plans 
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he village of Wheeling y sal 
have another restaurant on 
Milwaukee Avenue if plans for a del-
icatessen meet with Plan Commis-
sion approval Thursday. 

Freidman and Associates are ask-
ing commissioners for permission to 
tear down a home on the property on 
the west side of Milwaukee Avenue 
near Mors Avenue and put up a res-
taurant that will seat around 30 peo-
ple. 

The Plan Commission must grant 
a zoning change from residential to 
commercial and approve the devel-
oper's site plan and appearance plan 
for the building. 

Appearance is usually handled by 
the village's appearance commis-
sion but because Milwaukee Avenue 
is considered a sensitive area, devel-
opments are handled by the Plan 
Commission. 

And developers have taken into ac- 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Four Wheeling business owners 
are running out of options for pre-
venting the village from condemning 
their property to make way for a 
shopping center now that the Illinois 
Appellate Court has reversed a low-
er court judge who said the village 
had not met the criteria for doing so. 

A Cook County Circuit Court judge 
ruled in 1988 that Wheeling had not 
met the state criteria for establish-
ing a tax increment financing dis-
trict around the corner of Milwaukee 
Avenue and Dundee Road, halting 
village plans to condemn the proper-
ties that now house Tien Tsin Res-
taurant, Dunkin Donuts, Wheeling 
Auto Repair and Drieske's flower 
shop. 

But the village appealed that deci-
sion to the Illinois Appellate Court, 
which, after a year of deliberating, 
recently ruled in favor of the village. 

"We are very happy about the de-
cision," Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz said. "But it is too bad that 
we have had to wait so long for what 

The top meeting 
Who:The Wheeling Plan 
Commission 
Where:Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road 
When:7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day. 

count a projected widening of 
Milwaukee Avenue. Plans call for 
the building to be set far enough 
back from a widened road so that 
parking would not be affected. 

Approval of another restaurant is 
also on the agenda for Thursday. 

Ben Mui, owner of a Chinese take-
out restaurant now in Center Plaza 
at Dundee Road and Wolf Road, is 
looking to move his restaurant to a 
vacant building just west of the 
Wheeling post office on Dundee 
Road. 

He plans to remodel the building to 
seat 72 people. Carry-outs would also 
be available at the new location. 

The Plan Commission will also 
consider adding another set of town 
houses to the village's housing offer-
ing. 

was pretty apparent. The decision 
from the judge was very strong." 

TIF districts commonly are estab-
lished to improve a blighted or run-
down areas. Property taxes are fro-
zen at pre-development rates and ex-
tra tax dollars generated by the 
improvements are used to repay 
loans for the project. 

Village officials had originally 
hoped to buy the properties from 
their owners. However, when that 
failed, officials moved to take the 
land by condemnation. That was 
when the four property owners filed 
suit, maintaining that their land was 
not blighted. 

During the court process, plans for 
an $8.7 million shopping center have 
been on hold. 

Wheeling Village Manager Craig 
G. Anderson said he has contacted 
the developer originally chosen for 
the project, Bradford Corp. of Arl-
ington Heights, to get the project 
moving again. He said it is likely the 
village will stick with its original re-
tail plans. 

Erwin Dreiske, owner of Dreiske's 
florist, said he will appeal. 

By Jack Houston 
Six trustee candidates are vying 

for three seats on the Wheeling 
Village Board in a race that could 
be interpreted as a midterm re-
ferendum on the job performance 
of Village President Sheila 
Schultz. 

Three of the trustee candidates 
are from Schultz' Wheeling Up-
ward Party and three are from the 
newly-formed Citizen's Action 
Party. 

Schultz "has done a magnificent 
job," said Patricia Walsdorf, pres-
ident of a Wheeling Township 
senior citizens advisory group. 
"But she has a death grip on the 
Village Board." 

Walsdorf blames Schultz, who 
isn't up for re-election for another 
two years, for what she called the 
village's indifference to the needs 
of senior citizens and minority 
groups. 

Both Schultz and her chief op-
ponent on the board, incumbent 
Trustee Judy Abruscato, admitted 
there are no big issues dividing 
the candidates in the April 2 mu-
nicipal election. 

For Abruscato, running with 
Michael Lynch and David DeVi-
to, the primary concern is 
whether there will be more trust-
ees to challenge Schultz and her 
party faithfuls. Abruscato recalled 
how she cast the lone dissenting 
vote against the village's recent 31 
percent water rate increase. 

"There's always been one party, 
until I came along as an indepen-
dent," she said. "Now I've found 
two others." 

The candidates have been going 
door-to-door with campaign 
literature. There are no plans for 
them to meet face-to-face in a 
forum. 

Lois Gaffke, the village clerk 
and Wheeling Upward Party 
trustee candidate, said the main 
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issue is whether voters want "to 
maintain the high standards" of 
the past. "There's not a lot of dis-
sent." 

Gaffke is running with Edward 
Main and incumbent Trustee An-
thony Altieri Jr. 

Schultz contended she is no 
more a leader of the Upward 
party than the candidates who 
have received her party's endorse-
ment. 

"The candidates of that party 
are leaders in their own right,"  
Schultz said. "The reason I'm 
supporting them is because I rec-
ognize municipal government is 
increasingly complex and de-
mands leaders who can deal with 
those complexities." 

Abruscato, 56, is a 25-year resi-
dent of the village and a bank of-
ficer at the First National Bank of 
Wheeling. Lynch, 37, a seven-year 
resident, is a safety engineer for 
Casualty Insurance Co. and past 
president of the Wheeling Jaycees. 

DeVito, 34, a native of 
Wheeling, is a commercial insur-
ance underwriter for Dann Bros. 
of Northbrook. 

Gaffke, 42, a resident since 
1977, is a former village plan 
commissioner and a vice presi-
dent of Henry Boysen Co. Inc., a 
family-owned Libertyville well 
drilling firm. 

Main, 46, a resident since 1975, 
is immediate past president of the 
Wheeling Chamber of Commerce. 
Altieri, 52, a resident since 1963, 
is a former plan commissioner 
and a project engineer for Fluid 
Management Limited Partnership 
in Wheeling. 

Appellate ruling clears way 
for Wheeling downtown plans 
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Wheeling's strict new 
animal ordinance doesn't 
stop at pit bulls. 

By B. H. M 
STAFF WRITER 

Greased pig 
contests now 
outlawed 

CotA -4VitikWHEELING TRUSTEE  

Anthony Alfieri, Jr. 

A new animal ordinanc 
in Wheeling has made it 
illegal for pet owners to 
have a pit bull terrier but 
the law also outlaws other 
unique pets. 

For instance, poisonous _ 
spiders, cows and horses are 
not allowed to be kept in 
Wheeling residences. The 
same goes for sheep, goats 
and horses. 

While people may still 
keep dogs or cats at home, 
the village's ordinance 
states that, "It shall be 
unlawful for any person to 
keep or harbor more than 
four of any type or combina-
tion of animals over the age 
of four months." 

The above clause does 
not apply to fish. And bird 
lovers are allowed to keep 
up to six birds at a time. 

An animal that causes 
"excessive or untimely 
noise causing annoyance 
and discomfort to surround-
ing neighbors" is breaking 
the law. 

While a neighbor may 
feel like striking out at a 
barking dog or whining cat, 
it is not a good idea. The 
ordinance speaks directly to 
the cruelty of animals. 

"No person or owner may 
abandon, cruelly beat, tor- 

By B. H. MERENS 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling residents who 
have pit bull terriers for-
pets are harboring fugitives 
due to a recently amended 
animal ordinance passed by 
the Village Board. 

"(Residents) can't have 
pit bulls anymore," said Vil-
lage Manager Craig Ander-
son. "We're concerned that 
we have some protection to 
minimize the chance that 
anybody is going to get hurt 
from a pit bull." 

Anderson explained that 
the village isn't planning to 
go after pit bull owners but 
that if anyone is found 
keeping a pit bull they 
could face legal proceed-
ings. 

"We're not going to know 
(about any pit bulls in town)  

ment, overload, overwork, or 
otherwise abuse animals in 
a manner to cause unneces-
sary suffering," the ordi-
nance reads. 

It also states that pet 
owners must provide plenty 
of quality food and water 
for their pets, along with 
adequate shelter and protec-
tion from the weather. The 
law also calls for animals to 
receive humane treatment 
and veterinary care "when 
needed to prevent suffer-
ing." 

Baby chicks or ducklings 
can't be sold or given away 
as pets in Wheeling. Local 
law also stipulates that 
chicks, ducklings and/or 
other fowl can't be dyed or 
colored and sold as novelty 
items. 

In addition, the law pro-
hibits any type of staged 
animal fight or greased pig 
contest. 

Dogwalkers should make 
sure to clean up any solid 
waste produced by their 
pets. The law states that pet 
owners who own land are 
not allowed to let the waste 
accumulate on their own 
property. 

"The accumulation of 
animal deposits means the 
presence at any one time of 
more than three distinct 
deposits of animal excre-
ment," the ordinance states. 

People who choose to 
break any provision of 
Wheeling's animal code 
could face a daily fine rang-
ing from $25 to $500. 

unless it comes to our atten-
tion through the licensing 
process or an incident 
(occurs)," he said. 

The recently amended 
animal code defines a pit 
bull as, "Any pit bull terrier, 
which shall be defined as 
any American Pit Bull Ter-
rier or Staffordshire Bull 
Terrier or American Staf-
fordshire Terrier breed of 
dog, or any mixed breed of 
dog which contains as an 
element of its breeding the 
bread of an American Pit 
Bull Terrier or Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier or American 
Staffordshire Terrier as to 
be identifiable as partially of 
the breed of American Pit 
Bull Terrier or Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier or American 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier."  

Address: 36 Laurel Trail, 
Wheeling 
Occupation: Project Engineer 
for Miller Manufacturing 
Corp., Addi-
son 
Experi-
ence:Village 
Trustee since 
1983, Palwau-
kee Munici-
pal Airport 
Commission, 
Plan Commis- 
sion Chair- Alfieri 
man for seven years, Chair, 
president and treasurer of 
the Wheeling Jaycees 
Age:Not given 

Alfieri supports continued 
noise abatement efforts at 
Palwaukee Airport, and said 
he would pursue effective 
stormwater management 
through stream maintenance, 
flood control ordinances, and 
completion of the diversion-
ary channel. He supports 
encouraging active participa-
tion in the village recycling 
program. 

Judy Abruscato 
Address: 125 Wayne, Wheel-
ing 
Occupation: Personal Bank-
ing Officer, First National 
Bank of 
Wheeling 
Experience: 
Village 
Trustee for 
four years, 
President of 
the Wheeling 
Fourth of 
July Commit- 
tee for five Abruscato 
years, Past President of the 
Wheeling Lioness Club, 
Wheeling Zoning Board of 
Appeals 
Age: 56 

Abruscato supports 
improving garbage collection 
in the village, and cleaning 
up the appearance of the 
town. She opposed develop-
ments that would add further 
strip shopping centers on 
Milwaukee Avenue. She 
opposed the proposed utility 
tax and an increase in the 
garbage collection fee. She 
has assisted in implementing 
and promoting various social 
service projects. 

Lois J. Gaffke 
Address: 217 Shadow Bend 
Drive, Wheeling 
Occupation: 
Experience:Village Clerk 
since 1989, ow 
Plan Commis-
sion member 
for three 
years, Co-Di- 
rector of 
FamilyFest 
1 9 8 9 -1 9 9 0 , 
Member of 
Walt Whit-
man PTO 
Age:Not given 

Gaffke supports develop-
ing the downtown area, using 
Sportmart as a valuable 
anchor. She said further 
noise abatement is needed at 
Palwaukee Airport, and feels 
flight patterns could be 
changed to buffer the noise 
of takeoffs and landings over 
residential homes in Wheel-
ing. She said she would keep 
the lines of communication 
open with residents. 

Michael Lynch 
Address: 
Occupation: Safety Loss Con-
trol engineer for Casualty 
Insurance Co. 
Experience: Member of the 
American 
Society of 
Safety Engi-
neers, former 
President of 
the Wheeling 

it 
 

Jaycees and 
still an active 
member, Vice 
President and 
Chair of the Lynch 
Wheeling Fourth of July 
Committee. 

Lynch opposes the utility 
tax. He feels the village 
needs a youth program and 
supports a more cooperative 
relationship with the village's 
neighbors. He is credited 
with having raised support 
for the acquisition of the 
Wheeling Police Depart-
ment's Canine Unit. 

Edward H. Main 
Address: 925 Pebble Drive, 
Wheeling 
Occupation: Director of Busi-
ness Development for the 
First N Ltional WY' 
Bank of Lin-
colnshire 
Experi-
ence:Wheel- 
ing Township 
Trustee since 
1986, four 

years on the 
Board of Fire 
and Police Main 
Commissioners, two as chair, 
Chair of the Citizen's Advi-
sory C,mmittee to the Par 
District, Immediate past pres 
ident of the Wheeling Chain 
ber of Commerce 
Age: Not given 

Main supports bringin 
commuter rail service to th 
village to alleviate traffic con 
gestion. He supports continu 
ing to foster professionalism  
by village staff, and contizri-
ing the fiscal and public 
safety policies that have mer-
ited national recognition. 

David DeVito 
Address: 638 Merle 
Occupation: Business partner 
in a specialty metal fabrica-
tion and auto building firm 
Experience:Wheeling Fourth 
of July Com-
mittee,Seven 
year resident 
of Long 
Grove 
Age:Not 
given 

DeVito 
said he would .  A 
review all vil- DeVito 
lage ordinances and update 
those that are no longer 
needed. He supports cleaning 
up Milwaukee Avenue and 
believes the annexation of 
the Walmart property was a 
smart move. He supports 
improving the garbage collec-
tion system and feels trust-
ees should side with the 
taxpayer in keeping expenses 
to a minimum. 

No more pit bulls 

BY AMY 'ARR 
and BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport offi-
cials spent much of Thursday mov-
ing airplanes damaged in Wednes-
day's high winds, while still trying to 
assess the total damages sustained 
in the blustery spring storm. 

No cost estimate was available 
Thursday, but officials said the air-
port itself would not be liable for any 
damage expenses because the storm 
was an "act of God." 

At least six aircraft were dam- 

Airport assessing damage 
aged, five of which were totaled, 
Wednesday when 85 mph winds 
whipped through the suburbs. 
The wind flipped one plane at the 
Wheeling airport onto its roof and 
scooted it 156 feet from its original 
resting place, said Michael F. Zon-
sius, assistant airport manager/ 
finance and administration. 

On Thursday, airport employees 
moved the damaged aircraft to 
"safer" areas within the airport. 
However, the structures cannot be 
removed from Palwaukee until in-
surance investigators inspect the 
damage, Zonsius said. 



Wheeling village board 
Six candidates for three seats, four year term 

Anthony Aitierl: 
52, seeking third 
term on the village 
board, he is a 
project engineer. 

Judy Abruscato 
56, seeking sec-
ond term on the 
village board, she 
is a personal 
banking officer. 

Edward Main: 
46, seeking first 
term on the village 
board, he directs 
business develop-
ment for a bank. 

Michael Lynch: 
37, seeking first 
term on the village 
board, he is a 
safety loss control 
engineer. 

Lois J. Gaffke: 
42, seeking first 
term on the village 
board, she is serv-
ing her first term 
as village clerk. 

David DeVito: 
34, seeking his 
first term on the 
village board, he 
owns his own 
business. 

SUBURBAN REPORT 
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BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

A recent 31 percent jump in 
Wheeling water rates has prompt-
ed the Citizens Action Party to call 
for a review of village fiscal poli- 
cies. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato, who is 
running for a second term on the 
village board-, and heads tite'party, 
was the only trustee to vote 
against the recent hike. 

"A 31 percent increase blew my 
mind," Abruscato said. "We 
should be raising our fees at incre-
ments that will be easier for our 
residents to handle." 

She said trustees should have up-
coming needs for money brought 
to their attention during the annual 

ELECTION '91 

budget hearing so they can make 
plans for money that will be need-
ed in upcoming years. 

It has been village policy to raise 
taxes and service rates only as it 
becomes needed. And although the 
village board held several public 
hearings on the water rate in-
crease, public turnout to the hear-
ings was low. 

At that time Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz said the low level 
of concern about the increase ex-
pressed by residents showed that 
"while they may not like it, they 
understood it." 

And Trustee Anthony Altieri, 
who is running for his third term 

• 

on the village board, said Abrusca-
to is using the water rate issue to 
garner votes. 

"It is unfortunate that she didn't 
think of this three years ago," he 
said. 

"Every year we discuss the 
budget and she has not said any-
thing. It seems opportunistic for 
her to grab onto this during an 
election year. I could have voted 
against the increase too but I have 
a responsibility to see that things 
in this village are done correctly." 

Altieri said he will continue to 
support a policy of raising money 
only when it is needed. 

"Why charge people for services 
they are not receiving at that 
point?" he asked. 

Wheel=3 
 reels under 31 percent water hike 
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Rarty system back in board race 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A quiet return to the two-party sys-
tem gives Wheeling residents six 
candidates to choose from for three 
seats on the village board on election 
day. 

Each party's slate is headed by an 
incumbent trustee. Judy Abruscato, 
seeking her second term as trustee 
heads the Citizens Action Party and 
Anthony Altieri, seeking his third 
term as trustee, heads the Wheeling 
Upward Party. 

Abruscato is joined on her slate by 
Michael Lynch, past-president of the 
Wheeling Jaycees and David DeVito, 
a newcomer to politics. 

Altieri is joined on his slate by Ed-
ward H. Main, Wheeling township 
trustee and chairman of the Wheel-
ing board of fire and police commis-
sioners and Lois J. Gaffke, village 
clerk. 

Each candidate wants to represent 
the village of 29,900 people for the 
next four-year term as village trus-
tee, and regulate an annual budget 
that next year could top $22.6 mil-
lion. 

Although both parties are waging 
an extensive door-to-door walking 
campaign for votes, the campaigns 
have been noticeably void of public 
forums and debates. 

And several items that could have 
bt en perceived as issues in this elec-
tion have been dealt with by the cur-
rent village board over the past cou-
ple months. 

In announcing the formation of the 
Citizen's Action Party, Abruscato 
said that garbage removal would be 
one of the bigger issues of the cam-
paign. But the village board early  

this month authorized Buffalo 
Grove/Wheeling Disposal to offer a 
subscription service to any resident 
who wants to have garbage picked 
up twice a month during the yard 
waste season. 

And while all the candidates 
agreed that the village's current or-
dinance granting senior citizens a 20 
percent discount on cab fare is not 
working and pledged to review the 
ordinance if elected, the village 
board has already directed staff to 
rewrite the ordinance. 

If elected, the Citizens Action Par-
ty candidates have pledged a com-
prehensive review of village ordi- 

nances to check their usefulness, ap-
plicability and enforceability. 

They say they will also embark on 
a public relations campaign inform-
ing residents what services are 
available to them through the vil-
lage. 

Although as a whole the ticket may 
be short on political experience, 
Abruscato is the only one to have 
previously held elective office, the 
ticket does offer up community ser-
vice experience. 

seemingly short on political expe-
rience, the If elected, the three Citi-
zens Action Party candidates would 
bring some community service expe- 

WHEELING 
VILLAGE BOARD 
rience to the village board. 

Abruscato is president of the 
Wheeling Fourth of July Committee 
and director of the Wheeling Lioness 
Club. 

Along with his experience with the 
Wheeling Jaycees, Lynch is vice 
president o the Wheeling Fourth of 
July Committee. 

But Wheeling Upward Party can-
didates also have their share of com-
munity service accomplishments 
and considerably more political ex-
perience. 

Altieri has also served as presi-
dent of the Wheeling Jaycees and is 
a member of Wheeling Amvets Post 
66. Gaffke has served as co-director 
of Wheeling Familyfest for the past 
two years and Main is a past presi-
dent of the Wheeling Chamber of 
Commerce. 

However, unlike Lynch and DiVi-
to, Gaffke and Main have some polit-
ical experience under their belts. 

Besides being a township trustee 
and chairman of the village's police 
and fire commission, Main served 
for six years on the Wheeling Ap-
pearance Commission. And, before 
her run for village clerk, Gaffke was 
a member of the Wheeling Plan 
Commission for three years. 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
has endorsed the Upward Party can-
didates who, if elected, have pledged 
to bring rail commuter service to 
Wheeling, upgrade residential and 
redevelop some commercial areas in 
the village and achieve stormwater 
management. 

dictates turned off by utility tax Serve • y • 
MoJx.ika,ci Cfricia  
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

All six candidates for trustee in the 
village of Wheeling are against levy-
ing a utility tax on residents, accord-
ing to results of a survey the Wheel-
ing Chapter of the American Associ-
ation of Retired Persons conducted. 

And while the questionnaire asked 
the candidates to address issues of 
concern to seniors — taxicab dis-
counts and use of the Pavilion Senior 
Center — it also touched on issues 
that affect all residents, such as re-
viving the youth commission and the 
amount of money the village spends 
on legal fees. 

Patricia Walsdorf, AARP commu-
nity service chairman, said about 40 
seniors were involved in drafting 
questions for the candidates to an-
swer. 

"We had a meeting and talked 
about the problems we feel we face 
in the community. We discussed 15 
things and came up with six prob-
lems we felt were most important," 
she said. 

And top on that list is the repeated 
refusal by village officials to let  

AARP use the Pavilion Senior Cen-
ter at 199 N. First St. Officials say 
that AARP cannot use the center un-
less they have $1 million in liability 
insurance. 

Walsdorf said insurance would 
cost the local AARP $800 annually 
that it does not have and should not 
have to pay because it serves the 
group of people that Pavilion, sup-
ported by taxpayers, caters to. 

And the candidates of the Citizens 
Action Party seem to agree with  

Walsdorf. 
Judy Abruscato, Michael Lynch 

and David Devito all said that since 
the center was built and is run with 
taxpayers' money it should be open 
to any senior activity. 

However, candidates Anthony Al-
tieri and Lois Gafke said that village 
hall is open for use by the AARP and 
would probably better serve the 
group. 

On the question of legal fees, Wals-
dorf, citing the TIF district battle  

and the village suit to prevent the po-
lice pension fund from offering mort-
gages, said the senior group feels 
that the village is becoming too liti-
gious. 

The survey asked the candidates if 
they would "press for an investiga-
tion ... of how much is being spent 
on legal fees." 

The candidates all agreed that le-
gal fees should be watched, but none 
were willing to "press for an investi-
gation" of current practices. 



Redevelopment 
Site #1 
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TIF Plan 

An Illinois Appellate Court judge has ruled in 
favor of Wheeling's Tax Increment Financing 
District at Dundee Road and Milwaukee Avenue. 
The decision overturns a lower court ruling that 
had found in favor of several businesses and 
property owners, who argue the district does not 
meet the state TIF qualifications of a "blighted 
area." Village officials said this week they were 
delighted with the ruling. 

&mai"' l VIII. of Wheeling 

Wheeling doles out funds in budget approval 
11;-(// and the Salvation Army be funded senior citizen taxi fare subsidy 

at their full amount requested be- plan. 
cause last year's increase was fro- However, despite one trustee's 
zen. wish, the budget does not include 

money to create three new batal-
lion chief positions in the fire de-
partment. 

Under the proposal, a batallion 
chief would supervise both stations 
and supervise at emergencies and 
fire calls. Currently an acting lieu-
tenant serves as supervisor while 

Omni Youth Services will also participating in any firefight- 
receive $65,000, up 6 percent from ing. 
last year and the Salvation Army Village Manager Craig G. An- 
will receive $5,500, up 4 percent derson said that no new personnel 
from last year. were included in the budget be- 

The budget, up only .21 percent cause of uncertainty in the econo- 
from last year's revised spending my and property tax reform. But 
plan, also includes $4,000 to cover he said that the proposal will be 
anticipated costs of a proposed looked at again next year. 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees unanimously 
approved a $21.7 million spending 
plan Monday, including $90,000 
that will be allocated to five social 
service agencies. 

Trustees voted to continue to 
fund Horizons Children's Center, 
Omni Youth Services, Resource 
Center for the Elderly, the Salva-
tion Army and Shelter, Inc. 

However, two agencies present-
ing first-time requests for funding 
from the village - CEDA North-
west and Northwest Suburban 
High School District 214 Communi-
ty Education - were turned down. 

Trustee James Whittington 
asked that Omni Youth Services 

"Part of last year's freeze came 
from my concerns at the hear-
ings," he said. "I have kept in 
touch with the Salvation Army and 
Omni and am happy to report that 
much of what they do is to our ben-
efit." 
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BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A quiet campaign season ended 
with a whisper in Wheeling over 
the weekend as both parties field-
ing trustee candidates let Easter 
pass without additional campaign-
ing. 

The six candidates up for three 
seats on the village board have 
covered the neighborhoods with 
literature and visited many people 
in a door-to-door campaign. But no 
public candidate forums were 
held. 

It is the first election for the Citi-
zens Action Party formed by in-
cumbent trustee Judy Abruscato. 
Running with her are Michael 
Lynch and David Devito. 

ELECTION '91 

"All campaigning by us was fin-
ished by 2 p.m. on Holy Saturday," 
she said. "We have put 11,500 piec-
es of literature out in the village 
and met at least 80 percent of the 
residents by knocking on doors." 

The Citizens Action Party's 
campaign approach is reminiscent 
of Abruscato's 1987 campaign in 
which she walked the village to 
garner votes. 

If Abruscato's slate is elected, 
new village board could emerge as 
she is often the lone dissenting 
vote on issues facing the village 
board. 

The other incumbent running in 
this election is Anthony  Altieri. He  

is joined on the Wheeling Upward 
Party ticket by Village Clerk Lois 
J. Gaffke and Wheeling Township 
Trustee Edward H. Main. 

Gaffke said her party also re-
spected the Easter holiday by not 
campaigning. She estimates that 
the Upward Party has put 9,000 
pieces of literature out in the com-
munity. 

''"We have visited all but about 
four or five of the precincts," she 
said. "We are calling in our polling 
sheets and will make some addi-
tional calls." 

The Upward Party has the back-
ing of Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz, who has put out 
a message for voters that was dis-
tributed with their party litera-
ture. 
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Redevelopment 
Site #1 

— TIF district 
boundaries 

TIF Plan 
Wheeling's Tax Increment Financing District, 
recently given a green light by Cook County 
appellate court, covers more than a mile of 
property along Milwaukee Road. 
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Where 
court battle, a Cook County 
appellate court recently ruled 
the Village of Wheeling prop-
erly created its tax increment 
financing (TIF) district. 

The ruling came four years 
after a lower court found in 
favor of the landowners 
within the TIF district. 

"We were expecting the 
lower court decision to be 
reversed all along," said Jim 
Rhodes, Wheeling's village 
attorney. 

The fight stems back to 
1985, when Wheeling initially 
formed its TIF district, which 
stretches over slightly more 
than a mile of property along 
Milwaukee Ave. A TIF dis-
trict is set up to spur com-
mercial development in what 
is labeled a "conservation" or 
"blighted" area. Once an area 
has been designated as a TIF 
district, the assessed valua-
tions of the properties are 
artificially frozen. 

The taxing bodies that 
extend into the TIF district 
continue to receive taxes, but 
at the locked in rate. The dif-
ference between the frozen 
base and the increase in  

funds are then used to pay 
the public costs of redevelop-
ment, including land acquisi-
tion. 

According to Rhodes, the 
case arose when the village 
filed eminent domain actions 
against five property owners 
in the Sportmart shopping 
center, on the northwest 
quadrant of Milwaukee Ave-
nue and Dundee Road. 

"Sometimes the owners 
get involved, sometimes they 
don't," said Barry Springer, 
who represented the village 
in the lower court. "Usually 
they don't." 

Exchange National Bank 
and the other property own-
ers did get involved, and 
filed a motion to dismiss. 
They contested the village 
had abused its power and the 
area did not meet the condi-
tions for a "blighted area." 

Worst light 
In the trial court, the vil-

lage provided both documen-
tation and expert witnesses 
to show that the area quali- 

Pioneer Press graphi 

fied, but Rhodes said the 
judge "took the case in the 
worst light possible for the 
village. 

"He held we had not prop-
erly formed the TIF district 
and didn't have the right to 
condemn the properties." 

After lingering at the 
appellate level for over two 
years, the court ruled in 
favor of the village on March 
22, and remanded the case 
back to the trial court. "The 
delay and the decision have 
been difficult to understand," 
said Ward Fisher, an attorney 
for one of the landowners. He 
added that the appellate 
court ruled on the evidence 
presented in the lower court. 
This type of judgment is not 
within an appellate court's 
boundaries, he said, and he 
anticipates the landowners 
will appeal the decision to 
the Illinois Supreme Court 
on that basis. 

If the property owners 
don't request an appeal, the 
village can condemn the 
properties and proceed with 
their redevelopment plan. 
Rhodes said the drawn out 
court battle has already made 
the TIP project suffer. 

Because the engine is being cus-

tom made, it will be eight months 

to a year before firefighters get a 

first hand look at the result of their 

committee's work. 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

By C.A. /assessed valuation, or the tax 
increment, is allocated to a 

Ending a six-year long special fund. The pooled 

gines in operation, the oldest one 

— purchased in 1969 — will be re-

placed by the new engine. 

Wheeling village trustees agreed A committee made up of three 

to spend $219,000 for a new fire en- firefighters, one lieutenant, the 

gine this week, the first move in a fire captain and the chief spent 

new capital equipment program several months working on specifi- 

that will replace the fire depart- cations for the engine, which will 

ment's equipment in a timely fash- be built by Sutphen Corp. of Amlin, 

ion. Ohio. 

Trustees gave the initial go-

ahead for a committee to be 

formed to put together specifica-

tions for a new engine, after tour-

ing the fire department and look-

ing over the equipment last fall. At 

that time Cheif Keith S. Maclssac "Naturally, we are excited be- 

recommended the village begin a cause we are getting a new en- 

program to replace a fire engine gine,"  said Fire Captain Ralph 

every five years. Perricone. "But we are also excit- 

Currently, there are four en- ed because it is the product of a 

lifig TIF plan upheld 

Truste ve green light to fire engine funds 
committee. It was good for the 

firefighters to get involved."  

The committee also reviewed 

the five bids the village received 

for the engine. 

The committee recommended 

the second lowest bidder because 

the lowest bidder, at $213,000, sub-

mitted insufficient information 

and the committee could not prop- 

Some trustees had wanted a con-  erly evaluate their proposal. 

sultant to work with the committee However, the cost of the engine 

but MacIsaac said that the fire de- will be lower than original esti-

partment was its own best consult-  mates which had the price tag at 

ant. around $25,000. 



Northwest 
journal 
By Christine 
Winter 

Laddie, the pot-bellied pet pig ofChicago 
condo fame, might not have fared so well m 
Wheeling. A tough new ordinance there makes 
it illegal to keep any poultry, cattle, swine, 
sheep, goats, homes or similar animals within 
the village limits. 

It also outlaws pit bulls, even mixed-breed 
pit bulls, along with carnivorous animals and 
poisonous spiders. Even when animals are cute 
and cuddly, there are limits: no more than 
four adult animals or six birds. No head 
counts are necessary for fish. 

Pit bull lovers have been complaining, but 
village sanitarian Dan Adams said Wheeling 
carefully researched the section on dangerous 
and vicious animals, and felt pit bulls fit the 
category. What about those already in 
residence? "We won't go looking for them," he 
said. "But if we get complaints, that's another 
matter." 

Residents not only must clean up after their 
animals on public property, they can't allow 
"more than three distinct deposits" to 
accumulate on their own property. Adams said 
the village got specific about the number of 
droppings to encourage people to clean up 
promptly before their yards "fill up to the 
detriment of their neighborhood. 

"A lot depends on the size of the animal," 
he said. "With a Great Dane, three might be 
too much; with a poodle, there might not be a 
problem. Investigators will have to use 
common sense." 

It is also illegal to hold a greased pig contest 
in Wheeling. Although Adams said he has 
never heard of any greased pig contests in his 
suburb, the village wants to forestall any 
activities that might be cruel to animals. 

. - `II 
Wheeling wary 
of porkers as pets 

(\c, uci 

Wednesday 
FULL COVERAGE 

Daley 
an easy 
winner 

Additional coverage of 
.Chicago and suburban 

races begins on Page 4. 

Still, the candidates all were disap-
pointed by the low number of resi-
dents who took time to vote Tuesday. 

"With the poor voter turnout I 
wouldn't be so bold as to say that this 
is a mandate to do anything," Altieri 
said. "We worked very hard and I'm 
disappointed to see such a poor turn-
out." 

Abruscato, who ran as an inde-
pendent in 1987, had visions of start-
ing a new era in Wheeling politics 
with the formation of the Citizens 
Action Party. But the other two can-
didates on her ticket, Michael R, 
Lynch and David DeVito, fell to.de-
feat with 579 votes and 547 votes, re-
spectively. 

Altieri and Gaffke ran with Wheel-
ing Township Trustee Edward H. 
Main, who garnered 598 votes on the 
Upward Party ticket. The Upward 
Party was backed by Village Presi-
dent Sheila H. Schultz. 

"I would say that Sheila's backing 

was a benefit," Gaffke said. "But I 
found it rather unusual that some 
people tried to make this election a 
mid-term referendum on her job as 
village president." 

Abruscato, 56, is considered to 
have high popularity with senior citi-
zens. She is director of the Wheeling 
Lionesses and is president of the 
Wheeling Fourth of July committee. 

"I' have a high visibility in the 
community, and I think I have given 
the, people the confidence they need 

• to know there is somebody out there 
• , who.listens to them," Abruscato said 

Tuilsday. 

• Abruscato has criticized the hefty, 
' '31 'percent increase this year in.  

Wheeling water fees, which is ex-
pected to cost the average homeown-
-er another $100 a year. She said 
Wheeling should have planned for 
Jhe projects by gradually raising wa- 

, er fees instead of hitting residents 
;with the big increase all at once. 
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Wheeling yard waste disposal rules in effect 
Mtn). attA/1,1°Ici I  
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Today marks the start of the sec-
ond week of yard waste disposal sea-
son in the village of Wheeling. 

Under the program, garbage pick-
up is reduced to once a week and 
yard waste is only collected on the 
same day as recyclables. 

This is the second year for the pro-
gram, mandated by last summer's 
change in yard waste laws that 
prohibited refuse haulers from tak-
ing yard waste to landfills. 

The program will be in effect until 

Nov. 30. 
Village trustees voted earlier this 

year to offer a subscription service 
to those residents who want to con-
tinue to have their garbage picked 
up twice a week. 

Under that plan, yard waste and 
recyclables would continue to be 
picked up on the residents' regular 
day but another day of refuse pickup 
would be added. 

Residents who want the service 
can call Buffalo Grove/Wheeling Dis-
posal at 520-7200 to sign up. The cost 
is $2.95 per month. 

Ex-Wheeling clerk 
to join3  incumbents 

7  --9( 
BY BONNIE Boom 

Former Wheeling village clerk 
Lois J. Gaffke won a seat on the 
Wheeling village board Tuesday, 
joining victorious incumbents Judy 
Abruscato and Anthony Altieri in 
gaining the three, four-year seats on 
the board. 

Gaffke credited the support of Vil-
lage President Sheila H. Schultz in 
helping to persuade voters her was'. 
Unofficial totals from all 28 pre-
cincts Tuesday night indicate she ' 
came in second, with 773 votes. 

Abruscato, the top vote-getter, 
won her second village board tetra 
with 878 votes. Altieri got 762 votes 
and is headed into his third term. 
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Plans move ahead for Lake-Cook gas station 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Motorists heading east on Lake-
Cook Road will be able to get gas on 
the south side of the road, now that 
the Wheeling village board has ap-
proved plans for a Mobil mini-mart 
at the corner of Lake-Cook and Wei-
land roads. 

Currently there are no gas stations 
on the south side of Lake-Cook be-
tween Route 53 and Milwaukee Ave-
nue, a seven-mile stretch. 

The gas station will occupy about 
one acre at the northwest corner of 
the 37-acre future home of a Wal- 

Mart Department Store and Sam's 
Wholesale Club. Trustees gave Wal-
Mart Inc. the go-ahead for the two 
stores in January. 

While there was some concern that 
Mobil would have difficulty getting 
the sewer and water to the station 
because it will be in Lake County, 
Robert C. Kenny, attorney for Mobil, 
said an agreement had been reached 
with the Metropolitan Water Recla-
mation District of Greater Chicago 
to provide water and sewer to the 
site. 

There will be two entrances to the 
mini-mart and car wash. One will be  

off of Lake-Cook Road and the other 
will be off an access road that will be 
built on Weiland Ave to serve cus-
tomers of the two stores. 

"This is the culmination of four 
years of work," said Kenny. "We 
feel that we and Wal-Mart will have 
a homogeneous development." 

Before approving the new station, 
Trustee Elizabeth Hartman wanted 
to know what plans Mobil has for an  

abandoned gas station at the corner 
of Schoenbeck and Dundee roads. 

Chuck Wagner, real estate direc-
tor, said recent plans to sell the site 
had fallen through but there is anoth-
er prospective buyer who is in the 
automotive business but is not plan-
ning on using the site as a gas sta-
tion. 

The gas station will be open 24 
hours. 



Danelle Browe/Pioneer Press 

Cokenower said he is still amazed he and his coworker emerged from the wreckage unscathed. 
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Funnel cloud lashes Palwaukee airport 

William Cokenower, owner 
of Cokenower Tree Experts, 
surveys the damage from 
the high winds that hit his 
business. 

The National Weather 
Service says no tornado 
touched down in the area, 
but it sure looked like one 
to William Cokenower. 

By ARNOLD GRAHL 
MANAGING EDITOR 

William Cokenower was 
staring straight at the fun-
nel cloud when it started 
ripping shingles off a build-
ing at Palwaukee Airport 
like a machine gun rattling 
bullets out of its chamber. 

"It was coming straight 
at me. It was like I was 
looking down the barrel of a 
rifle," said Cokenower, who 
was at work at his business, 
Cokenower Tree Experts, at 
220 Industrial Lane, last 
Wednesday when the storm 
hit. 

Cokenower yelled to his 
buddy, employee Lonnie 
Horton, who was working 
on a chainsaw, to seek 
cover, and they both ran 
toward what they presumed 

Related Story 
Next Page 

was the safest, strongest 
part of the structure, a bath-
room with three brick walls. 
In the five seconds that it 
took them to run across the 
30 or 40 feet of garage 
space, the funnel was upon 
them. 

"The garage door was 
bending in and out. Just as 
we got in the bathroom the 
whole thing exploded," Cok- 

enower said. 

Freight train 
"It sounded just like a 

freight train. It took every-
thing off. It blew the whole 
back wall right out. We were 
standing in the bathroom, 
one wall between us and it, 
pushing against the wall 
hoping it wouldn't blow 
away. The corner was all 
that was left standing, 
maybe three feet on one 
side and six feet on another. 

"I still don't really com-
prehend it," he said. 

The funnel that 
destroyed Cokenower's busi-
ness was part of a storm 
that wreaked considerable 
havoc in the area, knocking 
down trees and power lines, 
tearing off sections of roof, 
and knocking out power to 
some areas. Warning sirens 
went off in Buffalo Grove, 
and officials at Palwaukee 
Airport said at least six air-
planes were torn from their 
moorings and damaged. 

The storm also tore roof 
sections off of Hangers No. 
9 and 10, and caused minor 
damage to various other 
buildings at the Airport, 
located between Wheeling 
and Prospect Heights on 
Milwaukee Avenue and Pal-
atine Road. 

Airport officials said they 
were doubtful an actual tor-
nado touched down at the 
airport. Michael Zonsius, 
assistant manager of 
finance and administration, 
said airport officials saw 
nothing that resembled a 
funnel cloud and the air- 

port's tower reported no 
sightings. 

"We were right here 
looking out the window. 
Although we didn't see the 
actual damage occur, we 
didn't see anything and the 
tower did not see anything." 

"If a tornado had touched 
down, it would have taken a 
heck of a lot more air-
planes," Zonsius added. 

Louis Ginger owns one of 
the airplanes totalled by the 
storm, a Cessna Cardinal 
RG. He said he had tied his 
plane down with heavy 
chain, but apparently other 
planes blew into it, and the 
combination of wind pres-
sure and stress from the 
other planes broke his 
chain. He estimates the 
plane will cost a couple 
thousand dollars to replace. 

"All the damaged planes 
were in one location. Four 
of them blew over and three 
of them were partially dam-
aged," Ginger, a Glenview 
resident, said. 

"I spoke to an eyewitness 
who was there and he said 
the sky darkened as the 
storm reached the airport 
and lightning, thunder, 
heavy rain and hail began 
to come down. He parked 
his station wagon in front of 
his plane in an effort to pro-
tect it." 

No sign 
Ginger said the witness, 

whose plane was not dam-
aged, also did not see a fun-
nel cloud or anything that 
resembled one. 

But Cokenower is con-
(Continued on page 8) 

High winds knocked branches and power lines down all over 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove. 



Wheeling. 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents came one step 
closer to swimming outdoors next 
summer after Wheeling Plan com-
missioners on Thursday gave their 
approval to the Wheeling Park 
District's family aquatic center. 

Park district officials are hoping 
that with prompt village board ap-
proval of the plan, the 17,000-
square-foot facility can be ready 
for opening in summer 1992. 

"This is not a traditional swim-
ming pool in the sense they were 
built in the 1960s and '70s," said 
Claude E. Rogers Jr. of Leisure 
Concepts and Design Inc. of Mount 
Prospect. "They were competitive 
and limited in recreational value." 

The pool, which will be built on 
Dundee Road between village hall 
and Wickes Furniture Co., will 
have five water slides, a diving 
board and lanes for lap swimming. 

Calling it a "concrete beach," 
Rogers said the pool will begin at 
zero-depth. 

"It will have a lot of shallow wa-
ter and be as easy as swimming in 
a lake," he said. 

A sand volleyball court, sand 
play area with playground equip-
ment, grass for sunning and 
adults-only spa also will be part of 
the 31/2 -acre site. 

Commissioners also approved 
plans for a 48,000-square-foot rec-
reation center to be built in the 
same park district complex. Until 
park district commissioners de- 

cide how to raise money to run the 
recreation center, though, there is 
no timetable for its completion. 

Before approving the two cen-
ters, plan commissioners asked 
what would happen with the Koep-
pen farm buildings that now sit on 
the north portion of the property. 

"If they are not going to be used, 
I would not like to see abandoned 
buildings sitting there," said Paul 
Eisterhold, chairman of the plan 
commission. 

Karop Bavougian, director of 
parks and recreation, said that the 
Koeppens would be allowed to 
farm the property for at least one 
more season. But he said that 
when the house and barn are no 
longer used, they will be torn 
down. 

Manners approve pool facility 
"It is good to have this interac-

tion," he said. "This is the first time 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove have 
had a live burn together, and if a 
real situation arises it will go more 
smoothly." 

And with Buffalo Grove officials 
opening a third fire station in May, 
planning for a fourth and hoping to 
increase their number of full-time 
firefighters to 80 over the next five 
years, Tierney said the exercises are 
necessary training for his depart-
ment. 

The Wheeling Fire Department 
also uses the exercises to test new 
equipment or chemicals that im-
prove firefighting techniques. This 
time around, the firefighters tested a 

new foam that sticks to wood instead 
of running off. 

"The foam is very expensive," 
said Ralph Perricone, Wheeling fire 
captain. "With the practice, we will 
know when it would work better than 
water in a real fire situation and be 
able to use less." 

The training group was divided 
into three teams. Each team had the 
chance to practice suppressing the 
fire, ventilating it and rescuing one 
"victim" from the burning building. 

"We have to keep going over ev-
erything," Perricone said. "If we 
train long enough when we are in an 
actual fire situation we won't have to 
think, we can just do it." 
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Road relocation aids firefighters 
BY BONNIE BOOTH way to keep in practice." 
Daily Herald Staff Writer And on a recent three-day training 

exercise, firefighters from the vil- 
Practice makes perfect. lages of Buffalo Grove and Mount 
And thanks to Palwaukee Munici- Prospect also got some hands-on 

pal Airport's plans to relocate the in- practice in the art of firefighting. 
tersection of Wolf and Hintz roads, Wheeling has mutual aid agree- 
Wheeling firefighters are getting ex- ments with both municipalities and 
tra practice fighting house fires. the joint exercises are required un- 

The houses are abandoned and sit- der those agreements. 
ting on property the airport has pur- "It is good for the firefighters 
chased for the relocation. Airport of- from the three towns to be working 
ficials let the firefighters set fire to together," MacIsaac said. "They get 
the abandoned buildings, giving to meet each other and learn who 
them a chance to get hands-on train- they can count on in the middle of 
ing fighting fires. the night." 

"We don't get a lot of fire calls Buffalo Grove Fire Department 
anymore," said Wheeling Fire Chief Training Officer Paul Tierney 
Keith S. MacIsaac. "This is a good agreed. 
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WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES Wheeling 
TIF battle 
isn't over 
By David Ibata 

It was described as a David 
against Goliath legal battle, a 
fight by a handful of merchants 
against Wheeling to stop the vil-
lage from condemning their 
businesses for a new shopping 
center. 

The Davids prevailed at the 
trial level, but Goliath just won 
on appeal. 

The Illinois Appellate Court 
reversed a 1988 Cook County 
Circuit Court ruling that had 
barred Wheeling from going 
after the properties. The appel-
late panel ordered the condem-
nations to proceed. 

Erwin Dreiske, a florist whose 
business of the last 38 years is 
endangered, vows to continue 
the fight in an appeal to the Illi-
nois Supreme Court. 

"They've condemned my 
property for one-quarter to one-
fifth of what it's worth, and now 
they're trying to put me out of 
business," Dreiske said. 

"Mr. Dreiske is an 89-year-old 
man who has worked all his life 
as a florist," said his attorney, 
Thomas L. Ruth Jr., Barrington. 
"He lives next door ... so 
Wheeling is not only taking his 
livelihood, but his home." 

Wheeling Village Atty. James 
Rhodes explained that using its 
eminent domain power was the 
only way Wheeling could assem-
ble a number of small, disparate 
tracts in various states of un-
sightliness, if not disrepair, to 
create a large enough parcel to 
interest commercial developers. 

Rhodes said that the recent 
Appellate Court decision affir-
ming Wheeling's rights was im- 

21 liquor licens / 7" 
receive approval 

Wheeling trustees, acting as 
members of the liquor control 
commission, approved without 
condition, 21 liquor licenses for 
establishments in the village. 

Seven more businesses were 
granted liquor licenses on the 
condition that background checks 
of new managers or owners are in 
order. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said there had been no 
patterns of underage drinking or 
problems, other than an occasion-
al disorderly conduct call, at the 
businesses serving liquor in the 
village. 

$7,800 approved 
for 911 system 

Trustees approved spending an 

7Additiona ,7,;10 or installation 
of the Enhanced 911 emergency 
telephone system. 

The money will be used to in-
stall three additional trunk lines 
for the system. The lines are 
needed because the emergency 
system will be serviced by more 
than one telephone exchange and 
central office. 

Village officials expect the 911 
system to be up and running in 
mid-July. 

Local groups honored 
by the village 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz made several proclama-
tions recognizing various groups 
in the village. 

Girl Scout Leaders Day will be 
April 22, Police Week will be May 
12 through May 18, May 1 will be 
Law Day U.S.A. and "Meeting  

Life Successfully Day," and April 
26 will be Arbor Day."I know peo-
ple wonder why we do this," said 
Schultz after issuing the procla-
mations. "It is important to rec-
ognize the people and organiza-
tions that mean a lot to the com-
munity when they have a special 
time." 

Village to ask for 
rehab grant funds 

Trustees agreed to ask Cook 
County for $100,000 under the 
community block grant program 
to continue the village's single-
family residential rehabilitation 
program. 

Under the program, some resi-
dents would be eligible for no-in-
terest loans to fix up their homes. 

The program, in its 10th year, 
has helped 15 homeowners make 
improvements on their homes. 

IN /IL 1, A  

Wheeling 
Continued from page 1 
portant not just to the village, but to 
"a lot of people in the municipal 
community who were awaiting this 
decision for guidance" with their 
own redevelopments. 

But Ruth said, "It's unfortunate 
government has gotten to this point. 
A condemnation proceeding general-
ly is for a public purpose, and if 
they were taking his property to 
widen Route 21 [Milwaukee Ave-
nue], you couldn't quarrel with that. 
But to take Mr. Dreiske's business to 
sell to someone else for another 
business is hard to appreciate." 

Dreiske and the owners of a 
neighboring Dunkin' Donuts, 
Wheeling Auto Repair and Tien 
Tsin Restaurant have resisted 
Wheeling's efforts to take their land 
northwest of Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road. 

Mark A. LaMantia, a Chicago at-
torney who argued the property 
owners' case before the Appellate 
Court, said that Dunkin' Donuts has 
yet to decide whether to also file an 
appeal. Wheeling Auto and Tien 
Tsin were not represented by coun-
sel before the Appellate Court. 

The village designated the area a 

Wheelins 
(// 

The Wheeling Village Board will 
consider extending its agreement 
with Buffalo Grove/Wheeling Dispos-
al Co. for collection of recyclables 
and reuseable household goods when 
it meets Monday night. 

Under the agreement, rates for 
pick up of recyclables, including 
newspaper, clear and colored glass, 
metal and aluminum cans and cer-
tain plastics, would remain at $1.95 
per month and be picked up once a 
week. 

From April 1 to Nov. 30 the recy- 

tax increment financing or TIF dis-
trict in 1985, sold $4.5 million in 
tax-exempt TIF bonds to fund land 
acquisitions in 1986, and brought 
condemnation suits against the mer-
chants in 1987. 

But the project has been on hold 
since 1988, when a trial court held 
that the area wasn't blighted enough 
to be a TIF district. An appellate 
panel last month disagreed, reversed 
the trial court and ordered the con-
demnations to go ahead. 

That decision cheered officials in 
Wheeling and in other communities 
who feared similar legal challenges 
from disgruntled property owners. 

To take advantage of tax in-
crement financing, a community de-
clares an area blighted or in danger 
of becoming blighted. A community 
then sells TIF bonds to raise funds 
for infrastructure improvements or 
to otherwise subsidize construction, 
and uses the new property taxes gen-
erated by development to pay off the 
debt. 

Tax increment financing helped 
spur the redevelopment of down-
town Arlington Heights. Elgin hopes 
to use this vehicle to attract inves-
tors to its South Grove Redevelop-
ment Area. Shopping centers in 
Prospect Heights and Rolling 
Meadows are TIF projects, as is the 
North Loop Redeviloprnent in 

cling day would also be yard waste 
pickup day. Pickups would between 
7 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

To participate in the program, res-
idents need a recycling bin to place 
curbside for emptying each week. 
The bins can be obtained at Village 
Hall, 255 West Dundee Road. 

Although Buffalo Grove/Wheeling 
Disposal officials have indicated a 
decrease in the market price of re-
cyclable goods — especially newspa-
per — they would continue to return 
a portion of the profit of the sales to  

downtown Chicago. 
"We're very pleased with the deci-

sion," Donald F. Eslick, executive 
director of the Illinois Tax In-
crement Association, Chicago, said 
of the Appellate Court action. 

"We feel that it upholds what we 
believed all along—that people who 
challenge the legitimacy of a TIF 
district have the obligation to pro-
duce clear and convincing evidence 
to show that the actions of a munic-
ipality were inappropriate," Eslick 
said. 

"From our aspect it's important 
because it finally gets the redevelop-
ment of Milwaukee Avenue under 
way," Rhodes said. 

Many of the parcels in the TIF 
district were subdivided more than 
100 years ago and were too small by 
themselves for modern commercial 
development, he said. 

"Many businesses along Milwau-
kee Avenue sit almost on the street 
line. We have problems with the 
right of way, where utilities will be 
placed, and with the number of curb 
cuts [driveways] onto the street and 
what that does to traffic." 

But people like Dreiske aren't buy-
ing any of that. 

"They want to get rid of us so 
they can build some cheap discount 
stores," Dreiske said. 

the village. 
The waste disposal company 

would continue to service the vil-
lage's recyclables dropoff site be-

hind Village Hall. 
Trustees also will consider renew-

ing their agreement for the pickup of 
reuseable househould goods, includ-
ing clothing, accessories and shoes, 
toys, books, linen, tools, cooking 
utensils, small working appliances 
and electronic equipment. 

Currently, Goodwill Industries col-
lects these goods in cooperation with  

the disposal company during the 
first full week of each month on re-
cyclable day. 

The Top Meeting 
Who:The Wheeling Vil-
lage Board 

Where:255 West Dundee 
Road 

When: 8 p.m. Monday 

end recyclables contract 
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Bomber exhibit might fly at Palwaukee if it comes free it-//.9/ 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport offi-
cials agreed Wednesday to consider 
hosting a visit from the Arizona 
Wing Air Force B-17 Bomber Exhib-
it, providing it doesn't cost the air-
port anything. 

The Arizona Wing Confederate Air 
Force would like to bring the bomber 
and a crew of up to eight for a visit in 
late summer. 

And although they ask the airport 
to pick up the tab, the hotel costs and 
transportation during their visit, 
commissioners are hoping to get the 
Prospect Heights Convention Bu-
reau to foot the bill. 

Commissioners also will explore 
getting a local hotel to donate the 
rooms. 

"I think this would be really nice," 
said Commissioner Carey L. Chick-
erneo. 

"But I am reluctant to pay money. 
That is not a correct precedent. I am 
sure the convention bureau can work 
it out. They have the funds available, 
and it seems to fit their purpose." 

The Confederate Air Force would 
bring the restored World War II 
bomber "Sentimental Journey" for 
a four-day visit to the airport. A $3 
fee would be charged for entrance to 
the exhibit. 

And once the fee is paid, visitors  

would be able to go inside the air-
plane. 

"I'm old enough to know what a B-
17 is, so I may appreciate it more," 
said Fred E. Stewart, airport mana-
ger. "But I think this is a wonderful 
opportunity." 

The airplane was donated to the 
Confederate Air Force in 1978. It 
took four years to restore the air-
plane, which was taken on tour be-
ginning in 1982. 

The "Sentimental Journey" visits  

an average of 60 cities and towns 
each year. 

The 46-year-old airplane is one of 
about 13,000 B-17s built during World 
War II. Only eight are restored to 
flying conditions in the United 
States, and there are only 40 B-17s 
left worldwide. 

"This is basically a fund-raising 
effort to support the amount of work 
put into restoring the aircraft," 
Stewart said. 

• 



Wheeling Police Department 
Crime Statistics 

Crime 1990 1989 
Percent 
Change 

Murder/voluntary manslaughter 0 0 0% 
Involuntary manslaughter 0 0 0% 
Criminal sexual assault/aggravated 4 7 -42% 
Criminal sexual assault/attempted 0 0 0% 
Robbery 7 4 +75% 
Assault/aggravated 20 25 -20 )̀/o 
Burglary/forcible 79 46 +71% 
Burglary from motor vehicle 261 195 +34% 
Theft over $300 126 119 +5% 
Theft under $300 380 380 0% 
Motor vehicle theft 49 65 -24% 
Arson 5 3 + 66% 
Deception/forgery/fraud 124 121 +2% 
Stolen property/possession 10 8 +25% 
Criminal damage to property 624 518 +20% 
Deadly weapons 20 21 _50/0  
Sex Offenses 24 23 + 4% 
Gambling 0 0 0% 
Offenses involving children 172 183 -6% 
Cannabis control act/possession 41 83 -51% 
Controlled substance act 15 15 0% 
Hypodermic needle act 5 0 + 500% 
Liquor control act 19 62 -70% 
Driving under the influence of alcohol 171 159 +7% 
Disorderly conduct 407 522 -22% 
Resisting or obstructing police 32 38 -11% 
Unlawful restraint 3 2 +50% 
Violation of orders of protection 11 11 0% 
Grand totals 574 519 + 11% 
Source: Wheeling Police Department 

Crime in in absence of tactical umt 
ti 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

An increase in certain types of 
crime within the village of Wheeling 
shows the value of the police depart-
ment's tactical unit, Wheeling Police 
Chief Michael F. Haeger says. 

Offenses including assault, rob-
bery and battery — known as Part 
One offenses — increased 10 percent 
last year when the tactical unit was 
disbanded because the six officers 
that made up the unit were needed in 
patrol cars. 

In 1989, the first full year the tacti-
cal unit was operating, overall 
crimes reported dipped 4.4 percent. 
And Part One offenses plunged near-
ly 14 percent. 

"The rise in these crimes again 
last year proves the importance of 
that unit," said Haeger. 

When operating, the group of 
plain-clothes officers focuses on 
areas of the village that need the 
most attention based on analysis of 
crime statistics. 

For example, if several burglaries 
were to occur in a certain section of 
town, the officers would patrol that 
area. They may be in uniform, plain 
clothes, or undercover; and they 
may be driving squad cars, un-
marked cars, walking or riding a bi-
cycle. The officers may be assigned 
to any shift, depending on the task. 

But in 1990 a shortage of police of- 
-  

ficers, due to disabilities, led to the 
the temporary disbanding of the 
unit. 

And the result was a 26 percent in-
crease in burglary, from 122 in 1989 
to 154. The biggest increase was in 
burglaries of property valued at 
over $300; those jumped 43 percent, 
from 72 to 103. Burglaries to motor 
vehicles were up 35 percent, from 
193 to 260. 

And while certain crimes in-
creased because of the loss of the 
unit, arrests for other offenses went 
down. 

Liquor control act offenses, includ-
ing sale of liquor to and possession of 
liquor by a minor, went down 70 per-
cent, from 62 in 1989 to 19 in 1990. 

"Tactical unit officers can sit out-
side liquor establishments and 
watch for violations to occur," 
Haeger said. 

The number of reports of less se-
rious crimes, including deception 
and criminal damage to property 
dropped 3 percent. Overall, crime in 
the village was up 11 percent in 1990. 

Haeger said the tactical unit 
should be up and running again later 
this year and stressed that at no 
time during 1990 was the village 
short of patrolmen. "Although the 
tactical unit was down, the field 
units were never down in strength," 
he said. 

Haeger said that 39 of the depart-
ment's 40 patrolman positions are 
now filled. 

Wheeling village board looking for clerk 
By B. H. MERENS 

varcit, 

Wheeling is lookiiig for someone who cares 
about the village, and is willing to sit through 
board meetings and not offer an opinion about 
anything. 

In other words, the village is accepting applica-
tions for a new clerk. 

"Sometimes you sit (at meetings) and you 
think, 'boy, am I glad that I don't have to vote on 
this.' (Other times), you think you could provide a 
different point of view," said Village Clerk Lois 
Gafke. 

Gafke has been the village clerk for the past 
two years. She recently won election to a seat on 
the village board, leaving the village looking for a 
replacement from among its residents. 

The main job of the clerk, Gafke said, is to 
assist Village President Sheila Schultz with her 
duties. 

Other job responsibilities include attending 
every village board meeting and taking formal 
minutes. 

"No one expects War and Peace from the clerk 
but there is a certain standard expected," Gafke 
said. 

She stressed that organization skills and an 
interest in the workings of village government are 
two of the most important qualifications for the 
post. 

The clerk also serves as the local election offi-
cial, custodian of the village seal and documents 
and signatory on most village documents. 

In addition to attending village board meetings, 
the clerk attends all Liquor Control Commission, 

Emergency Telephone Systems (911), and budget 
meetings. The clerk also attends quarterly meet-
ings of the Fire Pension Board. 

"A well-organized village clerk can expect to 
spend eight to 12 hours a week plus meetings 
(doing the job)." Gafke said. 

Sometimes the village clerk receives calls at 
home from residents with questions but for the 
most part Gafke said the job doesn't involve much 
contact with the public. 

The clerk receives $3,000 a year and is paid 
once a month. 

Letters of application should be sent by May 10 
to: President and Board of Trustees, Village of 
Wheeling, 255 East Dundee Road, Wheeling, Ill., 
60090. 

ci) 

Police, fire panel studies impact 
of new disabilities act on hiring 

c- 
 

BY JOHN BURNS 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

The Wheeling Board of Fire and 
Police Commissioners may have to 
change its hiring procedures thanks 
to a new federal law prohibiting em-
ployers from giving medical exami-
nations to prospective employees. 

The new Americans with Disabili-
ties Act, effective in 1992, prohibits 
an employer from giving medical ex-
aminations to applicants until after 
they have been hired, a law that 
poses problems for the commission. 
Applicants for police and fire depart-
ment jobs are now given physical ex-
aminations as part of the testing pro-
cess. 

"According to the statute, you can-
not give someone a medical exam 
during the testing process,"said 
Wheeling Village Attorney James 
Rhodes. "You test for ability to per-
form first. Then you determine 
whether or not the person is medical-
ly able to perform the required du-
ties." 

Former police officer asks 
for h 'cy

lig in higher court 
-ci  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A former Wheeling police offi-
cer is asking the Illinois Supreme 
Court to help him get his job back 
now that a lower court has 
refused to hear his appeal. 

Richard R. Imber was fired 
from his $34,812-a-year job after 
the Wheeling Fire and Police 
Commission found him guilty of 
battery and two gambling 
charges brought by Police Chief 
Michael F. Haeger, who sought 
the dismissal in January 1989. 

A Cook County circuit court 
judge upheld the firing in Janu-
ary 1990 and Imber's attorney, 
Thomas McGuire, asked the Il-
liois Appellate Court to overturn 
that decision. 

But the appellate court recently 
decided not to hear the case be-
cause Haeger was not named in 
the original lawsuit filed against 
the commission. 

"In 1990 the Illinois Supreme 
Court came down with a decision 
saying that both the board and 
the chief have to be named," said 

Village officials said the physical 
nature of police and fire training 
programs makes physical examina-
tions an essential part of hiring pro-
cedure and that police and fire de-
partments will have to restructure 
testing requirements unless the fed-
eral statute can be changed. As it 
stands, the statute will not only 
cause delays in hiring and cost these 
departments money, officials said. 

"The issue is going to be whether 
or not we're going to need new rules 
and regulations to straighten this out 
before the act takes effect next 
year," Rhodes said, 

The commission also looked into 
other areas of policy, including the 
lowering of passing grades on pro-
motional exams from 75 percent to 
70 percent, as well as establishing a 
maximum age for hiring. 

Village Manager Joni L. Beaudry 
said some jobs, including police and 
fire department positions, may end 
up being exempt from the act so the 
commission will hold off making any 
definite changes in policy for awhile. 

McGuire. "And then in 1991, the 
appellate court dismissed the 
case because we did not name the 
chief in our 1989 case. We are ask-
ing the Supreme Court to say 
their decision is prospective, not 
retroactive." 

McGuire said that he should 
hear within 30 days if the Su-
preme Court will hear the case. If 
they rule in Imber's favor, the 
case would be turned back to the 
appellate court for review. 

Although Imber could not be 
reached for comment, McGuire 
said he still wants his job back. 

Wheeling Village Attorney 
James A. Rhodes said the village 
is confident the decision to fire 
Imber will hold up. 

"We still stand by our posi-
tion," he said. "I am confident 
the Supreme Court will not hear 
the case." 

The gambling charges 
stemmed from three incidents be-
tween May 1988 and January 1989 
at Vivian Lee's, a Wheeling res-
taurant. After a fight there in 
January 1989 Imber was also 
found guilty of battery. 



False alarms ring up bill 
Executive Editor: Peter Neill 
Deputy Executive Editor: Alan P. Henry 
Editor/Bureau Chief: Carol Goddard 
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By B. H. MERENS 
STAFF WRITER CC L.  

An alarm comes at the Wheeling police 
station. Odds are, the alarm is false, but one 
or two squads are dispatched immediately. 

"It's not that (false alarms) are such a pain 
in the side. They just prevent the officers 
from addressing other patrol issues," said 
Wheeling Police Cmdr. Eric Larson. "Every 
time you go, you've got to treat (an alarm) as 
real and when it's not, you just thank your 
lucky stars. 

Officers in Buffalo Grove and Wheeling 
thank a lot of stars. 

Since 1989, Wheeling and Buffalo Grove 
police have answered 8,452 alarms. Less than 
one-half of one percent of them involved an 
actual crime, police said. 

In Wheeling, there were 2,264 alarms in 
1989. All but six were false calls. In 1990, 
there were 2,323 alarms and 13 valid calls. 
Through March 15 of this year, there have 
been 373 alarms. All but 1 of them have been 
false calls. 

In Buffalo Grove, there were 1,498 alarms 
in 1989; 1,575 in 1990; and 419 so far this 
year. Police estimate that less than one per-
cent of these alarms have been valid, 
although exact numbers aren't available. 

The police departments routinely send two 
squad cars to answer an alarm. This proce-
dure takes a minimum of 15 minutes. In 
Buffalo Grove, it costs approximately $178 to 
answer each alarm. 

"The false alarm call is just a waste of 
money and time. Nothing gets accom-
plished," said Buffalo Grove Deputy Chief of 
Staff Services Arthur Voigt. "You'd like to 
see your officers out helping others instead 
of chasing mechanical failures." 

To try and recoup some of the cost, Wheel-
ing recently enacted a false alarm ordinance 
which charges residents and businesses $50 
per alarm after five false alarms in a 12-
month period. After 10 false alarms, the fee 
increases to $100 per false alarm. 

Alarms set off by severe weather or power 
outages aren't included. 

In Buffalo Grove, the village board 
recently amended its alarm ordinance to 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Stall Writer 

The Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port will get a bit of a facelift this 
spring when the four buildings that 
house small aircraft are painted. 

The airport will pay a Hoffman 
Estates firm, Dennis McInerney 
Inc., $17,600 to paint the buildings, 
where 37 airplanes are stored. 

The hangars, on the south end of 
the airport along Palatine Road, 
have been called unsightly by air-
port commissioners and efforts 
last fall to get the hangars painted 
were unsuccessful. 

At that time, few companies 
wanted the work and the lowest 
price quoted was about $38,000.  

increase its fee schedule. 
In the past, the village billed false alarms 

at $25 per incident. Under the new law, 
alarm owners are allowed two false alarms in 
asix-month period and then are charged $50 
per alarm up to five; $75 per alarm up to 
nine; and $150 per alarm for any over 10. 

"I am really concerned about where we are 
going with the future of alarms," Voigt said, 
adding that technology has made alarms 
affordable for most homeowners and more 
alarms mean more false alarms. "We're going 
to be chasing down more false alarms, wast-
ing more time (and) accomplishing less." 

In addition to paying for false alarms, 
each village has an annual licensing fee. In 
Buffalo Grove that fee is $10 the first year 
and $5 each year after. In Wheeling, that fee 
is $20 each year. 

"We're not after revenues," Voigt said. 
"We are trying to cut down on false alarms. 
(We want people to) put in something (so) 
simple that children can operate the things." 

While revenues aren't the goal in Buffalo 
Grove, they are expected. The 1992 fiscal 
year budget calls for $40,000 to be raised by 
false alarms. That number is up from $17,500 
in fiscal year 1991 and $14,000 in fiscal year 
1990. 

"It is almost a revenue item that you'd 
love to collect zero on, but that isn't going to 
happen," said Buffalo Grove Finance Direc-
tor William Brimm. "There will (always) be 
false alarms and (we) will continue to take in 
money." 

Wheeling and Buffalo Grove aren't unique 
in their revenue collection ordinances for 
false alarms. According to a Northwest 
Municipal Conference Survey on false alarm 
ordinances, 22 of 23 communities who 
responded stated they had similar laws. 

Those communities include: Arlington 
Heights, Barrington, Bartlett, Buffalo Grove, 
Des Plaines, Elk Grove Village, Glenview, 
Hanover Park, Highland Park, Inverness, 
Lake Forest, Lincolnwood, Morton Grove, 
Niles, Palatine, Park Ridge, Prospect 
Heights, Roselle, Schasaburg, Skokie, Ver-
non Hills and Wilinettqr., 

The only communitZitiich stated it didn't 
have a false alarm orde was Northfield. 

5' 

Alarming  
trends 

N o one likes being awakened 
at 3 a.m. by a prank call. 
In much the same manner, 
police and firefighters grit 

their teeth when the alarm bell 
sounds, officers jump in their 
squad cars or fire engines and race 
across town to discover yet another 
electrical malfunction has triggered 
a false alarm. 

Both Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove have adopted or toughened 
their penalties for false alarms, but 
the burden is on alarm owners to 
cut down on the number of wasted 
emergency responses. 

In Wheeling alone last year, 
there were 2,323 alarms. Only 13 
were the real thing. In Buffalo 
Grove, the police or fire bells 
sounded 1,575 times, with less than 
1 percent of them valid. 

The numbers of alarms are 
staggering; the resulting chaos 
costly. Every false fire alarm costs 
about $500, while false police 
alarms rob the village of about 
$100, Wheeling officials say. 

The proliferation of affordable 
alarm systems over the years has 
not helped the situation, either. 
The alarm system has been so 
abused that many alarm owners 
have developed a blase attitude 
about false calls. At a hearing 
before the board in support of 
Wheeling's new law, Police Chief 
Michael Haeger relayed a tale of 
how one property owner told 
officers he pulled his alarm to test 
how fast they would respond to the 
call. Such an attitude must end. 

Both villages have taken their 
own steps to limit false alarms. 
Buffalo Grove, which has had a 
regulation on the books since 1977, 
increased its fine last year from 
$25 to $50, with a penalty up to $75 
after five false alarms. Wheeling 
adopted an ordinance last year 
which fines alarm owners $50 after 
the fifth false call. 

It's too early to measure the 
Wheeling law's impact. 
Unfortunately, no amount of fines 
is going to do the trick by itself. 

Both towns need the help of 
alarm owners. Businesses and 
homeowners must keep their 
alarms in top repair and have them 
serviced immediately when 
problems develop. 

Paint job(-1 to spruce up Palwaukee hangars 
—)( 

But the third time turned out a 
charm for commissioners when 21 
bids were received. 

"We wanted to paint earlier," 
said Commissioner Anthony Al-
tieri. "But we didn't get a lot of 
bids. The prices were far more fa-
vorable this time. Frankly, those 
hangars are quite an eyesore. This 
should improve the appearance of 
the airport." 

The Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration originally directed the air-
port to demolish all of the T-hang-
ars, but because the airport needs 
to offer pilots covered storage 

space, officials struck a deal with 
the FAA and only the five build- 

ings nearest the runway were torn 
down last fall. 

In preparation for the painting, 
the remaining hangars have been 
repaired by airport maintenance 
staff. During the painting, expect-
ed to begin in May and take about 
30 days, aircraft will be stored at 
another location on the the airport 
grounds, according to Michael F. 
Zonsius, assistant manager of 
finance and administration. 

Eventually, airport officials 
hope to tear down all of the T-
hangars and build new ones on 
property north of the airport that 
is now the Twin Drive-in Theaters. 
However, that move is at least five 
years down the road, according to 
Zonsius. 

Wheel' searching for a new village clerk 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents, who are at 
least 18 years old, and are interested 
in serving as village clerk have until 
May 10 to send their resume to vil-
lage hall. 

The village board is looking for 
someone to serve as clerk until April 
of 1993, filling the unexpired term of 
Lois J. Gaffke who was elected vil- 

lage trustee earlier this month. 
And although she will take over 

her duties as trustee at the May 6 vil-
lage board meeting, village officials 
have lined up an interim clerk until a 
new one is found. 

The clerk is responsible for taking 
minutes at village board meetings 
and then transcribing and publishing 
those minutes along with seeing that 
they are kept at village hall. 

It is also the duty of the clerk to  

seal and sign village documents that 
are going to other municipalities or 
agencies. 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
said it is hard to estimate how much 
time the clerk's job takes on a week-
ly basis. 

"Like other elected officials the 
actual time requirements are hard 
to estimate," she said. "There are 
many things the clerk does that 
serve the village. We like her to at- 

tend clerk's association meetings 
and represent the village board at 
other functions. It is hard to pin 
down the number of hours it takes." 

After May 10, interview times will 
be set up and any trustee can partici-
pate in the interview process. The 
clerk will be selected by Schultz but 
her appointment must be affihned 
by the village board. The village 
clerk is paid $3,000 per year. 



SUBURBAN REPORT 

Sprinkler system required for new school 

and a $4 million community recre-
ation building along with a third 
phase including more parking, for 
the park district property on Dun-
dee Ave. between the Wheeling vil-
lage hall and Wickes Furniture Co. 

But, uncomfortable with the fact 
that a referendum would be need-
ed to fund operation of the recre-
ation building, trustees directed 
village and park district staff to 
further discuss funding plans. 

"There seems to be a lot of ques-
tion about financial liability," said 
Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz. 

-"We have asked a lot of the 
same questions that you probably 
asked yourselves," Trustee Wil-
liam A. Rogers told the park board 
commissioners, all seven of whom 

were present. "And you have 
come up with a lot of good an-
swers." 

Park Board President Thomas 
Webber told the trustees that the 
park board stood united behind its 
plans. 

"We as a board and staff have 
worked very hard with the archi-
tects," he said. "We have a united 
board here this evening. We have 
asked a lot of the questions you 
asked and come up with some good 
answers. The Heritage Park facili-
ty has been inadequate for 10 to 15 
years. We want to do something to 
serve the entire community." 

Park district officials had hoped 
for approval of the aquatic center 
plans Monday so that the center 
could open by the summer of 1992. 
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Planncrsg  cringe at more stores on Route 83 
7- -  ry 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

While Wheeling plan commis-
sioners admit that multi-family 
housing may not be what belongs 
on the southwest corner of 
Elmhurst and McHenry roads, 
they don't want the corner to be 
developed as another general com-
mercial district, either. 

Habilis Inc., a Palos Hills devel-
oper, asked the plan commission 
to rezone the property from resi-
dential to commerical use. 

And although village staff mem-
bers object to putting commercial 
buildings on the 1-acre site, some 
plan commissioners said that they 
would not object to some type of 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Plan Commissioners 
put a kink Thursday in Wheeling 
Township Elementary District 21's 
plans for the new Whitman Ele-
mentary School when they re-
quired that the building have a 
sprinkler system. 

Although the State Fire Mar-
shall does not require sprinkler 
systems in school buildings, the 
village of Wheeling building code 
does. Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac 
said that he approved preliminary 
plans for the new building, at 133 S. 
Wille Ave, with sprinklers and was 
surprised to see that final plans no 
longer included them. 

"The site plan was approved by  

my staff on agreement it would be 
sprinkled," he said. "As such it 
would not require fire lanes, addi-
tional water mains and fire hy-
drants. We feel this is an inap-
propriate site plan if the building 
is not sprinkled." 

But Superintendent Lloyd "Bud" 
DesCarpentrie said that district of-
ficials felt the district's 24-hour 
monitoring system, including heat, 
smoke and motion detectors, was 
adequate. He said that it would 
cost around $70,000 to install sprin-
klers in the $3.69 million building. 

"Given the nature of school 
finances and requirements we 
have to meet, we are comfortable 
with where we stand," he said. 
"Our first and foremost method of 
defense is the monitoring system." 

But Maclssac said sprinklers 
would help bring a fire under con-
trol faster. In addition, because 
there is not enough room to get the 
village's 40-foot ladder truck 
around the south side of the new 
building, the sprinklers are neces-
sary, he said. 

Commissioners voted to require 
the sprinkling system in the new 
building despite comments from 
DesCarpentrie that fire trucks 
cannot make the turn on the east 
side of the current building, which 
does not have a sprinkler system. 
DesCarpentrie said the district 
was opposed to moving the build-
ing 30 feet north to make room for 
a fire lane because it would lose 
playground space. 

Centennial 
panel to 
raise ffunds 
By ROBIN SWANSON 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

Wheeling Centennial Com-
mission members will make 
their first push for money at 
this year's Wheeling Family-
fest, selling personalized pins, 
ponchos, sunglasses and history 
books. 

Commission members are 
hoping their booth at Family-
fest will serve several purposes, 
including raising funds for the 
centennial celebration, educat-
ing the public about the history 
of Wheeling, generating interest 
in the centennial and recruiting 
new volunteers to help plan and 
carry out the celebration. 

Although there is some confu-
sion about what type of booth 

• the commission will have at 
Familyfest, they hope it will be 
an information booth rather 
than a game booth. 

Committee members have 
made rough plans for some of 
the centennial events, sched-
uled to take place over an 18-
month period and end with a pa-
rade and time capsule ceremo-
ny on Aug. 7, 1994. A family 
barbecue and picnic will end the 
day. 

Fund-raising plans also in-
clude an 18-month calendar that 
will lead up to the celebration 
which will focus on "Glancing 
Back, Looking Ahead." 

commercial or office development 
on the property. 

Village Planner Mark Janeck 
said a private entrance to Colonial 
Condominiums goes through the 
site, 180 feet from the intersection. 
He said that driveway should be 
taken out if the developers want to 
put up commerical buildings. 

"Normally, 500 feet is required 
between an entrance and a major 
intersection," he said. "Allowing 
residential traffic to go through a 
commercial area like this is just 
not done. Usually, the residential 
traffic has its own entrance." 

Representatives of Habilis said 
that they would like to put two 
3,000-square-foot buildings that 
would house professional people, 
medical supply stores or computer 

stores. The buildings would be on 
either side of the entrance to the 
condominiums. 

Commissioners suggested the 
developers petition for zoning that 
would allow offices and some, but 
not all, commerical uses. But Wil-
liam Grobbe, one of the Habilis 
partners, said that zoning would be 
too narrow. 

"There are a number of types of 
uses that are not heavy retail but 
not office, either," he said. "We 
want to leave our options a little 
more open." 

Plan commission Chairman 
Paul E. Eisterhold urged the de-
velopers to get together with 
Janeck and work out a compro-
mise zoning and appear again be-
fore the commission in four weeks. 

Subscribers to see a change in TCI's lineup 
5---t,  - 1 / 

in one group." That should save rather than the current five — 
Daily Herald Staff Writer the company money in the long AMC, Arts and Entertainment, 

run, he said. ESPN, TNT, USA cable and Court 
TCI of Illinois subscribers will "If we can control those costs, TV. The new channel, Court TV 

lose two old channels, but they'll obviously it will help us control our will broadcast trials from across 
gain four new ones and a different rate increases," Briggs said. the country, as well as legal educa- 
channel lineup starting in June. The company plans to send sub- Lion programs. 

TCI is making the changes for scribers revised channel listing Under the new schedule, TCI 
several reasons, said TCI market- cards and a free issue of the cable will add the Comedy Network and 
ing manager David Briggs. First, television guide, he said. Channel drop the J.C. Penney Channel, a 
he said, customers should find the order may be different in different shopping network, and TBN, a 
order convenient because it will communities, he said. Christian programming channel. 
group together those channels of- Among the municipalities TCI It will be replaced with VISN, 
fered under the expanded basic serves are Arlington Heights, which offers inter-denominational 
service. Bartlett, Des Plaines, Hanover programs. 

It also will make it easier for the Park, Mount Prospect, Prospect The company also will offer EN- 
company to control service. Heights, Schaumburg, Stream- CORE, an optional channel that 

"If you don't want it, it will be wood and Wheeling. will range in price from $1 to $4.95, 
easier for us to remove those than- Expanded basic service, which depending on the other services a 
nels," Briggs said. "We would be will cost an additional $1.25 after customer has. The channel will air 
able to filter out those channels all July 1, will include six channels, movies from the 1960s to the 1980s. 

Financial worries threaten aquatic center 
11(  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Trustees postponed 
approval of the Wheeling Park 
District's $4.5 million aquatic cen-
ter Monday night amid concerns 
about the financial viability of the 
project. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato ex-
pressed concern that the aquatic 
center's revenue might not cover 
expenses. But Karop Bavougian, 
director of parks and recreation, 
said that surveys of other family 
aquatic centers, especially one in 
Lisle, show that the center should 
generate about $40,000 in reve-
nues. 

Trustees were being asked to ap-
prove plans for the aquatic center 

BY ANNE SCHMITT 
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Pilots, Palwaukee panel 
agree one 

 lease changes 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

After hearing concerns from pilots 
who lease space at the Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport, members of the 
airport's finance and administration 
committee agreed to make some 
changes in the lease for tie-down 
spaces. 

Airport officials have been work-
ing on the lease, originally a 12-page 
document now down to two pages, 
for eight years. 

But pilots were concerned that the 
lease, for outdoor storage at the air-
port, is too restrictive, because it 
states that the space can be used 
only for storage of aircraft. 

However, Fred E. Stewart, airport 
manager, said that aircraft owners 
would be able to perform certain 
preventive maintenance jobs on 
planes. 

"The intent was so people could 
not store boats, house trailers or 
other items on their spaces," he 
said. 

Stewart also said that at least 29 
maintenance jobs that the Federal 
Aviation Administration says do not  

have to be performed by a certified 
mechanic can still be done by the 
owner. 

"Everything the fells say an owner 
can do to his aircraft, he can still 
do," he said. 

Some pilots also wanted airport of-
ficials to set an annual fee for the tie-
down spaces. The airport now can 
raise rates after giving 30-day notice 
to tenants, but the airport commis-
sion has not raised the rates in sev-
eral years. 

"I would like to get notice of what 
rent would be for the next 12 
months," said Steen Munter, a Pala-
tine resident who rents space at the 
airport. "It would be a benefit to peo-
ple out there who are trying to work 
on a budget." 

But commissioners decided 
against setting rent a year at a time. 

"Essentially we want to specify 
the fact that this is a month-to-month 
lease," said Commissioner Carey L. 
Chickerneo. "We are allowing peo-
ple to terminate their lease with a 30-
day notice, so why should we lock in 
a price for a fixed period? Typically, 
raising fees is part of the annual 
budget process." 

Artist's rendering of the proposed Wheeling Park District Family Aquatic center showing sand volleyball courts, pool, sunning area 
and water slides. (i 

Village puts brakes on aquatic center plans 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Park District officials 
were surprised when the Wheeling 
Village Board postponed approval of 
their family aquatic and community 
recreation centers because trustees 
were concerned about their financial 
viability. 

And they say that how they pay for 
the $8.5 million dollar project is not 
the Village Board's concern. 

Park board commissioners went 
before the village board to get a zon-
ing change and site plan approval 
but trustees barely touched on the 
plans while they had many questions 
about how the park district would 

, fund the first two phases of the 
project. 

"We were there for a zoning varia- 

tion and site plan approval," said 
Commissioner William D. Mattes. 
"They hardly asked any questions 
about that. The financial structure is 
our responsibility." 

Park board commissioners had 
hoped to get approval of the aquatic 
center, which will be built from bond 
revenue, so that construction could 
begin this spring. A delay in con-
struction could mean that the aquat-
ic center, which will include a pool, 
five water slides, sand volleyball 
courts and sunning areas, could not 
be open in time for the 1992 season. 

"I know this seems like a delay 
and it is a delay," said Village Presi-
dent Sheila H. Schultz. "But this 
whole project has been done very 
quickly — it is a big project, it de-
serves time." 

But Karop Bavougian, director of 
parks and recreation, said he is not 
sure what questions the village 
wants the park district to answer be-
fore the project can proceed. 

"I am trying to find out as soon as 
possible, what the questions are so 
that we can address them," he said. 
"My understanding is that they 
(trustees) want a recital of the ques-
tions they asked Monday night, and 
the answers we gave to see if they 
have enough information or need to 
ask more questions. It strikes me as 
a Catch-22. And there is no timeta-
ble." 

Bavougian said that operation of 
the aquatic center will be paid for 
from money the center is expected 
to make, and that money to run the 
community recreation center would  

have to be raised through a tax in-
crease that would have to be ap-
proved by voters. 

And Schultz said because the Vil-
lage Board and the park district are 
often considered interchangeable by 
taxpayers it is important for trus-
tees to understand the financing 
plans. 

"We as a village get questions and 
complaints about everything," she 
said. "It is to everybody's advantage 
that we understand." 



 

• 

Kathy Marie Lopez examines the falling ceiling in one of the abandoned buildings. The house still holds the 
possessions of its previous owner. Daily Herald Photo/Dave 'fringe 

Abandoned buildings become kids' hangout 
y  

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A group of abandoned buildings on 
Wolf Road in Wheeling has become a 
local hangout for children and neigh-
bors are concerned that the build-
ings, while unsafe for children to 
play in, may also become a haven 
for gang activity. 

Only one of the buildings, an aban-
doned house, can be seen by passing 
motorists. But behind it, there is an-
other house, garage and shack. 
While one of the houses is boarded 
up, the other three buildings — all in 
a state of disrepair and still contain-
ing refrigerators, matresses and 
other items left behind by someone 
— are open for anybody to walk 
through. 

Kathy Marie Lopez, a resident of 
the Capri Terrace Apartments, said 
she first became aware of the build-
ing when her children "brought 
home a bunch of tools" from one of 
the buildings in early March. 

But when her daughter told her a 
child had been hit by a falling board 
in one of the buildings, she called the 
Wheeling Police Department and  

asked them to investigate. 
"My kids have been there," she 

said. "And that means other kids are 
going to find out about it and if I let 
this go, something is going to happen 
— a child is going to get hurt." 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
said community service officers in-
vestigated the property earlier this 
week and the owner has been con-
tacted and asked to secure the build-
ings. 

He also said that the officers indi-
cated there was no evidence of gang 
activity. 

"There was nothing in the memo 
from my staff about graffiti," he 
said. "If there were signs of gather- 

ing I'm sure they would have been in 
the report." 

But Lopez, who was a member of 
Mother's Against Gangs when she 
lived in Chicago, said some early 
signs of gang activity are present 
around the buildings and residents 
living near the buildings have seen 
gang members there. 

And while there is no gang-symbol 
graffiti, some obscenities and racial 
slures have been spray-painted on 
one of the buildings. 

"One time I found a full case of 
beer in here," Lopez said. "And van-
dalism, graffiti — those are early 
signs." 

Because the buildings are tucked  

out of sight, Lopez had to bring the 
situation to the attention of village 
officials, who do not regularly patrol 
the village looking for abandoned 
buildings. 

"Sometimes the police depart-
ment makes us aware of these kind 
of situations," said Thomas Fennell 
Jr., building, housing and zoning ad-
ministrator. "We also rely on citi-
zens to call us." 

Michael Klitzke, community de-
velopment director, said his depart-
ment is checking the buildings twice 
a day until the owner secures them, 
by boarding them up. Community 
Development will make checks to 
see that it remains secured. And 
Fennel said if the buildings are not 
secured "within the next few days" 
the village will notify the property 
owner that they are going to board 
up the building and charge him for 
it. 

The 14 acres the buildings sit on 
are slated to be purchased by Joseph 
Freed and Associates for a 39-house 
subdivision. And if the village board 
gives final approval to the project 
next month, the buildings could be 
gone by the middle of the summer. 

y kids have been there. And that 
means other kids are going to find out about 
it and if I let this go, something is going to 
happen — a child is going to get hurt." 

— Kathy Marie Lopez, a resident of Capri Terrace Apartments 
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Policing the Northwest suburbs 

Police officers Crimes 

1. South Barrington 4.42 1. Prospect Heights 54.7 
2. Barrington Hills 4.28 2. Schaumburg 50.2 
3. Elk Grove Village 2.93 3. Rolling Meadows 48.9 
4. Rolling Meadows 2.39 4. Elk Grove Village 42.0 
5. Schaumburg 1.93 5. Hanover Park 40.9 

6. Barrington/Inverness 1.87 6. Palatine 39.9 

7. Des Plaines 1.84 7. Des Plaines 37.1 
8. Hoffman Estates 1.82 8. Streamwood 36.9 
9. Palatine 1.80 9. Arlington Heights 36.4 

10. Wheeling 1.76 10. Mount Prospect 34.0 
11. Buffalo Grove 1.70 11. Hoffman Estates 30.9 
12. Bartlett 1.54 12. Bartlett 30.7 
13. Streamwood 1.48 13. Wheeling 30.7 
14. Arlington Heights 1.39 14. Barrington/Inverness 28.7 
15. Mount Prospect 1.31 15. Buffalo Grove 20.6 
16. Hanover Park 1.21 16. South Barrington 15.4 
17. Prospect Heights 1.18 17. Barrington Hills 14.5 

Note: Police officer rankings based on 1990 Census and 1991 officer 
counts; crime figures based on 1989 statistics 
Source: Illinois Department of State Police, Daily Herald interviews, U.S. Bureau of Census 
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Crime and police budgets: 
A suburban 'balancing act' 

s3 -7i  
BY DAN ROZEK 
and LARRY SMITH 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

When it comes to protecting your 
town, how many cops are enough? 

In Arlington Heights, officials 
trying to answer that question stud-
ied their own force and looked at 
neighboring police departments be-
fore deciding to add five officers this 
year. 

"Arlington Heights is low as con-
trasted to a number of suburbs 
around us," said Village President 
William 0. Maki. 

In nearby Mount Prospect, police 
union officials recently released a 
study showing the number of officers 
per 1,000 residents is among the low-
est in the Northwest suburbs. 

Besides quibbling with the survey 
results, village officials say there is 
no money for more officers - and 
none were added. 

"There's only so much money in 
the pot," said Mount Prospect Vil-
lage Manager John F. Dixon. 

Across the Northwest suburbs, of-
ficials and police administrators an- 

POLICE: Features invalidate 
population-based figuring 

nually square off in the spring for 
sometimes heated budget battles to 
determine how much police protec-
tion is affordable. 

Even when there's no squabbling, 
it's a tough call to make, police and 
village officials acknowledge. 

"It's definitely a balancing act," 
said Streamwood Village Adminis-
trator Robert Bockwinski, whose 
town is hiring one new officer this 
year, although police officials asked 
to hire five. "It's based on what your 
needs are - what do we need and 
what can we afford?" 

Every town draws the line in a dif-
ferent place, but most consider the 
same elements when they make 
their decisions. 

Many at least look at staffing 
guidelines established by law en-
forcement associations. The Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, for exam-
ple, recommends municipal depart-
ments have 1.5 officers per 1,000 res-
idents. 

"There isn't a golden rule by 
which police agencies staff," said 

See POLICE on Page 4 

Wheeling gives store 
a chance to reopen 
By Kathie Mitchell 

When Vince Canale planned to 
change his business address, he 
never expected to be shut down for 
more than two weeks. 

But the owner of Vince's Carpet 
in Wheeling saw two weeks turn 
into six, and for a few tense min-
utes at a Wheeling Village Board 
meeting this week, it looked as if 
six weeks could become forever. 

But the board finally came 
through with a temporary license 
so Canale could open his new 
showroom, though trustees didn't 
guarantee they won't make him 
close it later. 

At issue is whether Jerry Collins, 
owner of the Collins Fireplace & 
Patio Shop, can lease a portion of 
his newly renovated building at 561 
W. Dundee Rd. to Canale. 

Village building department em-
ployees told Collins he could, pro-
viding he made some changes to 
the building. So Collins, who had 
already spent two years getting per-
mits for the expansion of his build-
ing, agreed to add a firewall and a 
bathroom and make other im-
provements at a cost of $15,000, 
he said. 

But no one ever mentioned that 
Village Board approval was needed, 
according to Collins. At least, not 
until Canale, who had sold his old 
building at 61 S. Milwaukee Ave., 
and moved out March 15, applied 
for a change of address on his busi-
ness license in April. 

That's when Village Manager  

Craig Anderson noticed something 
was wrong. According to village or-
dinance, Collins needs a special-use 
permit if he is going to lease a part 
of his building, which turns it into 
a shopping center, Anderson said. 

"It's been tough," said Canale, 
who intended to open in the new 
location April 1. He estimates he 
has lost between $50,000 and 
$60,000 while being closed. He 
said two of his carpet installers 
have quit and he has had to go to 
clients' homes with carpet samples 
while he has been without a 
showroom. 

Canale has been in business for 
15 years. If the board hadn't al-
lowed a temporary business license, 
he would have gone bankrupt, Col-
lins said. "He's not a big business 
person. He's got a wife and kids to 
support," Collins said. 

"It was certainly unfortunate the 
situation occurred," Anderson said. 

But Trustee William A. Rogers 
accused Collins of hiding his plans 
for a tenant when he was seeking 
board approval for expansion of his 
fireplace business. "I feel somewhat 
deceived. I'm not pleased," he said. 

Collins, who blames the village 
for the situation, said he now has 
to submit new drawings to the vil-
lage and pay an application fee for 
the special-use permit. 

"I've done everything they have 
asked me to. I've built everything 
first-class," Collins said. 
"Somebody should have said some-
thing months ago." 

Continued from Page 1 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael 
Hager, who also serves as president 
of the Illinois Association of Chiefs of 
Police. "You're not understaffed if 
you're below that (FBI) level." 

Many towns have specific features 
that skew the national guidelines to 
the point that they're worthless, 
some police authorities say. Those 
specific circumstances also make it 
difficult to compare police forces in 
neighboring suburbs. 

Based strictly on statistics, for ex-
ample, Elk Grove Village seems to 
have a large number of officers with 
nearly three per 1,000 residents. 
That statistic is deceiving because 
the village is home to a 4,000-busi-
ness industrial park that almost 
triples the town's daytime popula-
tion, said Deputy Chief Raymond 
Rose. 

"That now is kind of an antiquated 
way of looking at what you need," 
Rose said of the staffing guidelines. 

Mostly, administrators and police 
chiefs say they have to consider in-
ternal factors - the number of po-
lice calls, the type of programs they 
want to implement and even public 
pressures from citizens. 

"There are going to be many, 
many factors that come into play: 
crime stats, population demograph-
ics, income," said Schaumburg Po-
lice Capt. Clifford Johnson. "Every 
community has to weigh and evalu-
ate its needs." 

The addition of a few new officers  

typically is not needed to change an 
unsafe town to a safe one, say police. 
Instead, adding officers gives towns 
more flexibility to deal with prob-
lems and to add new law enforce-
ment programs, they said. 

"We're not down on our patrol 
staff, and our investigation staff is 
adequate," said Streamwood Deputy 
Police Chief Larry Knoll. "We ask 
for more people to perform more 
programs." 

In Arlington Heights, the five new 
cops are needed to increase the de-
partment's ability to pursue investi-
gations, provide counseling in the ju-
venile units and boost the size of the 
department's tactical enforcement 
bureau, officials said. 

Schaumburg authorities - who 
saw the size of the police department 
boosted by 23 officers in 1989 and 
1990 - say the additional officers 
give the department a greater abili-
ty to respond quickly to problems. 

Officers were added to the depart-
ment's special operations group and 
its narcotics unit, Johnson said. 

"We're able to do more in-house," 
said Johnson. "There are many 
more problems we can focus on with-
out going outside (the department). 
We don't have to run around to other 
departments to put things together." 

Those additional programs and 
services have to be balanced against 
the cost of the additional cops need-
ed to perform them. Residents' con-
cerns about rising local taxes also 
complicate the equation, Maki said. 

16- -II-- 2eir-Pa(4...L. 



Wheeling Fire Chief Keith Maclsaac did not break with tradition when he ordered a new fire engine 
for the department. lt, like this one, will be yellow. Daily Herald Photo/Dave Tonge 
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Wheeling chief answers call with changes 
BY BONNIE BOOT1 i 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Fire Department 
has seen several changes since Fire 
Chief Keith MacIsaac took over at 
its helm a little over a year ago. 

Firefighters are working with a 
contract for the first time in four 
years, a new fire engine has been or-
dered and firefighters are getting 
some hands-on practice by holding 
training exercises in houses slated 
for demolition. 

And while he looks back on his first 
year with satisfaction, MacIsaac 
said he cannot take all the credit for 
pulling the department together and 
getting it back on the move. 

"A lot of the guys were looking for 
a change," he said. "They have been 
cooperative and the village board 
has also been willing to make 
changes." 

MacIsaac came to the village after 
serving as Lake Zurich's fire chief 
for about two years. He said the 
transition from that growing village 
to the more stable atmosphere in 
Wheeling was an easy one to make. 

"I wore 20 million hats in Lake Zu-
rich," he said. "One day I was the 
building inspector, the next day 
something else. Here I have time to 
devote myself to being responsible 
for the department." 

But he said although he had negoti-
ated a contract with Lake Zurich 
firefighters, he was unprepared for 
the contract situation that confront-
ed him when he came to Wheeling 
last April. 

Talks between the village and fire-
fighters had broken down and both 
sides were considering arbitration 
as the only wai to settle the dispute. 

And while MacIsaac is credited by  

both village officials and firefighters 
with bringing the two sides to agree-
ment in November, he said that he 
had help. 

"I can't take all the credit," he 
said. "If the guys hadn't wanted to 
make it happen it wouldn't have hap-
pened." 

The agreement runs through April 
1993, but MacIsaac said he still 
spends one-third of his time dealing 
with union issues. 

"The negotiations ended but the 
talks still go on," he said. 

MacIsaac, 32, said he has been in- 

terested in fire safety since he was a 
youth living in Mount Prospect. He 
participated in the fire cadet pro-
gram at Forest View High School in 
Arlington Heights. 

He worked with Monstanto Chemi-
cal Company for five years before 
returning to Mount Prospect as their 
first fire protection engineer in 1984. 
When the Lake Zurich job opened he 
"made the jump." 

"I always wanted to manage a fire 
department," he said. 

MacIsaac's vision for Wheeling in-
cluded bringing the department 
back to the cutting edge of fire safe-
ty. 

"I'm always looking for ways to 
improve service and educate the 
public," he said. "We've lost our 
edge and I'm trying to bring us back 
to being a forerunner in technology. 

"My favorite part of this job is the 
feeling you get when things go really 
well in an emergency," he said. "I 
just feel really proud of the depart-
ment." 

But most of all, he said his job is 
fun. 

"I do that job that every kid in the 
United States wants to do at some 
time or another," he said. "And I get 
to do it everyday." 

Wheeling trustees questioning 
plans for recreation complex 
By Kathie Mitchell 

Wheeling's Village Board is 
finding that plans for a big new 
swimming pool complex and rec-
reation center are a big chunk to 
swallow. 

The park board has asked trust-
ees to approve the site plan for 
the 86-acre project so it can pro-
ceed with the first phase, a $4.5 
million aquatic center. 

But the trustees have put off a 
vote until they get some answers 
about the later phases of the 
plan. 

For instance, they ask, what 
will happen to the land if voters 
refuse to approve the sale of $4 
million in bonds for Phase 2, the 
54,000-square-foot administrative 
and recreation center? 

And what would happen to 
land scheduled for athletic fields 
and parking in Phase 3 if author-
ities decide against a construc-
tion project that would take it 
out of a flood plain? 

The park district has already 
bought the site south of Dundee 
Road and east of Boehmer Ave-
nue, next to the Village Hall and 
Heritage Park. And it has enough 
bonding authority to pay for the 
pool complex, the park district's 
first outdoor swimming facility. 

"This community has been 
lacking in .facilities for a long 
time," said Karop Bavougian,- 

director of parks and recreation. 
Bonds would pay for construc-

tion of the aquatic center and 
user fees would pay the operating 
costs, Bavougian said. The center 
is expected to generate about 
$180,000 in annual revenue with 
expenses at $130,000, he said. 

The plans include a zero-depth 
pool, with a gradual slope like a 
beach; four water slides; water-
falls; lap lanes; sand volleyball 
courts; a sand play area for chil-
dren; and an adult area with 
lounge chairs and a spa. 

But Phase 2, the recreation 
center, is more doubtful. The 
park district's bonding authority 
doesn't stretch far enough to pay 
for it, so the $4 million in bonds 
would have to be approved by 
the voters in November. If it 
isn't, the center would be "put 
on the shelf," Bavougian said. 

The exact cost to homeowners 
has not yet been determined, he 
said, but he estimated that most 
would pay about $30 per year for 
the recreation center. 

If it is built, the recreation cen-
ter would include administrative 
offices; a gymnasium; preschool 
rooms; a nursery; a multipurpose 
room with a stage; an arts and 
crafts room with a kiln for 
ceramics; a health club area; and 
a jogging and running track. 

The land scheduled for Phase 3 
of the park plan is in a flood  

plain and can't be developed. 
Plans to use it for recreation or 
parking depend on whether a 
diversionary channel under con-
sideration by the village is built. 
The channel would move Buffalo 
Grove/Wheeling Creek and free 
the park land for use for recre-
ation or parking. 

• - At the Village Board's meeting 
last week, Trustee Elizabeth L. 
Hartman said that before voting 
on the site plan to let the pool 
complex proceed, she wants to 
see a contingency plan for the 
rest of the site if voters refuse the 
bond sale for the recreation cen-
ter. 

And Trustee William A. Rogers 
said he wants to know more 
about the financing of that build-
ing. "I'm concerned about this 
second phase," he said. 

Park officials promised some 
answers, though Bavougian 
warned that pending legislation 
to cut park districts' taxing au-
thority might endanger the pro-
ject if it is delayed too long. Vil-
lage Manager Craig Anderson 
said it is possible the board 
might be ready to discuss the 
matter at its next meeting May 
20. 

The Plan Commission and the 
Zoning Board of Appeals have 
recommended that the village ap-
prove the project. 



cently to borrow money, through 
the sale of general revenue bonds, 
for construction of the two centers 
on land that now makes up the far 
west portion of Heritage Park at 
222 S. Wolf Road and the recently 
acquired 18.5 acres along Dundee 
Road between the village hall and 
Wickes Furniture Co. But they say 
they will need voter approval, 
through a referendum, for a tax-
rate increase to run the recreation 
building. 

Park District commissioners 
have spent more than a year work-
ing on the project and some have 
said the financing should not be 
the village's concern. 

"We've done our homework," 
said Commissioner Greg L. Kla-
tecki. "And I think we did it 

right." 
In a letter outlining the six ques-tions, Village Manager Craig G. 

Anderson explained the village's 
position. 

"Because this project has the 
potential for significant impact on 
our community, as well as the fact 
that the village of Wheeling must 
accept some responsibility for any 
new development in our communi-
ty, there is a need for assurance 
that this project will indeed be suc-
cessful and viable for many years 
in the future," he said. Park board 
officials are expected back before 
the village board May 20. 

"We are dealing with the ques-
tions right now," said Karop Ba-
vougian, director of parks and rec-
reation. 

Northwest Wheeling trustees questioning 
plans for recreation complex 
By Kathie Mitchell 

Wheeling's Village Board is 
finding that plans for a big new 
swimming pool complex and rec-
reation center are a big chunk to 
swallow. 

The park board has asked trust-
ees to approve the site plan for 
the 86-acre project so it can pro-
ceed with the first phase, a $4.5 
million aquatic center. 

But the trustees have put off a 
vote until they get some answers 
about the - later phases of the 
plan. 

For instance, they ask, what 
will happen to the land if voters 
refuse to approve the sale of $4 
million in bonds for Phase 2, the 
54,000-square-foot administrative 
and recreation center? 

And what would happen to 
land scheduled for athletic fields 
and parking in Phase 3 if author-
ities decide against a construc-
tion project that would take it 
out of a flood plain? 

The park district has already 
bought the site south of Dundee 
Road and east of Boehmer Ave-
nue, next to the Village Hall and 
Heritage Park. And it has enough 
bonding authority to pay for the 
pool complex, the park district's 
first outdoor swimming facility. 

"This community has been 
lacking in facilities ... for a long 
time," said Karop Bavougian,- 

Daily Herald Staff Writer  
BY BONNIE BOOTH .5:: C2(  ( 

The Wheeling village board has 
asked the Wheeling Park District 
to answer six questions about the 
district's proposed family aquatic 
center and recreation building, be-
fore trustees will consider approv-
ing the plan. 

Among the issues that trustees 
want park board commissioners to 
address are funding, liability in-
surance, security, demand for the 
aquatic center and improvements 
to the Heritage Park fieldhouse. 

Trustees also want to know if the 
park district has an alternate de-
sign plan in case the recreation 
building is not constructed. 

Park district officials voted re- 
_  

director of parks and recreation. 
Bonds would pay for construc-

tion of the aquatic center and 
user fees would pay the operating 
costs, Bavougian said. The center 
is expected to generate about 
$180,000 in annual revenue with 
expenses at $130,000, he said. 

The plans include a zero-depth 
pool, with a gradual slope like a 
beach; four water slides; water-
falls; lap lanes; sand volleyball 
courts; a sand play area for chil-
dren; and an adult area with 
lounge chairs and a spa. 

But Phase 2, the recreation 
center, is more doubtful. The 
park district's bonding authority 
doesn't stretch far enough to pay 
for it, so the $4 million in bonds 
would have to be approved by 
the voters in November. If it 
isn't, the center would be "put 
on the shelf," Bavougian said. 

The exact cost to homeowners 
has not yet been determined, he 
said, but he estimated that most 
would pay about $30 per year for 
the recreation center. 

If it is built, the recreation cen-
ter would include administrative 
offices; a gymnasium; preschool 
rooms; a nursery; a multipurpose 
room with a stage; an arts and 
crafts room with a kiln for 
ceramics; a health club area; and 
a jogging and running track. 

The land scheduled for Phase 3 
of the park plan is in a flood  

plain and can't be developed., 
Plans to use it for recreation or 
parking depend on whether a 
diversionary channel under con7  
sideration by the village is built. 
The channel would move Buffalo 
Grove/Wheeling Creek and free 
the park land for use for recre-
ation or parking. 

At the Village Board's meeting 
last week, Trustee Elizabeth L. 
Hartman said that before voting 
on the site plan to let the pool 
complex proceed, she wants to 
see a contingency plan for the 
rest of the site if voters refuse the 
bond sale for the recreation cen-
ter. 

And Trustee William A. Rogers 
said he wants to know more 
about the financing of that build-. 
ing. "I'm concerned about this 
second phase," he said. 

Park officials promised some 
answers, though Bavougian 
warned that pending legislation 
to cut park districts' taxing au-
thority might endanger the pro-
ject if it is delayed too long. Vil-
lage Manager Craig Anderson 
said it is possible the board 
might be ready to discuss the 
matter at its next meeting May' 
20. 

The Plan Commission and the. 
Zoning Board of Appeals have 
recommended that the village ap-
prove the project. 

Wheeling I i)(A-N)  5— I 3 -( 

Village approves 
school addition 

An addition to Twain Elementary 
School, 515 E. Merle Lane, has 
been approved by the village. 

The expansion will add more than 
30,000 square feet to the school, in-
cluding 11 classrooms and a gym- 
nasium. 

The $3.4 million cost will be 
shared by School District 21; the 
Wheeling Park District, which will 
use the gymnasium; and the North-
west Suburban Special Education 
Organization. 

The park district will pay 
$400,000 for its share of the gym-
nasium, said William Senne, direc-
tor of operations for District 21. 
The special education organization's 
share has yet to be determined, he 
said. 

Some of the new classrooms will 
be used for special education pupils 
now attending Berkeley School in 
Arlington Heights, which is being 
closed, Senne said. 
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Aquatic center, rec building get green light 
BY BONNIE BOOTH Although one commissioner was foot pool, adult spa area, chil- 
Daily Herald Staff Writer worried that construction costs for dren's play area, sand volleyball 

the two projects might be higher courts and a concession stand — to 
Wheeling Park District commis- than $9.75 million, director of cost about $4.5 million. 

sioners voted Monday to go ahead parks and recreation Karop Ba- The recreation building contain- 
with plans to borrow $9.75 million vougian said he was confident the ing classrooms, park district offic- 
to pay for construction of a family bond sale and interest from park es, a gymnasium and an indoor 
aquatic center and recreation district investments would cover running track is expected to cost 
building. the cost. about $4 million. 

The park district will borrow And Tom Busby, superintendent Last week, village trustees post- 
money through the sale of bonds, of finance, said that contractors poned approval of the project until 
to be issued in about 30 days, but for both projects should be select- their questions about financial via- 
the money will only pay for con- ed by mid-November and their bility could be answered. The trus- 
struction of the two centers — not prices locked in. tees also wanted community reac- 
operating costs. "We feel we have taken a a real- tion to the outdoor swimming pool. 

District officials expect revenue istic approach to square footage Park board president Thomas 
from the aquatic center to pay its cost, furnishing costs and archi- Webber said that the more than 
operating expenses and they are tect's costs," Bavougian said. 150 people who viewed the draw- 
contemplating a tax-rate hike to Park district officials are ex- ings of the project at last week- 
pay for ongoing costs of operating pecting the 3.5-acre aquatic center ends "Take Time for Fun" festival 
the recreation building. — which will have a 17,000-square- were supportive of the center. 

Village questions parks' aquatic center plan 
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Farmer trying to keep land together 
By B. H. MERENS 

STAFF IPIRTTER 

Roland Schwind's family moved to Wheeling 
prior to the Great Depression. His wife Betty has 
family ties to the village dating back to 1850. 
They want to stay in the community. 

However, a current legal battle over 20 acres of 
the Schwinds' farm land may move some of the 
family's land to Buffalo Grove. 

The property in question lies at the northeast 
corner of Lake-Cook and Weiland Roads. Both 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove have annexed the 
land. 

Legal technicalities will be in question when 
the villages have their day in court today. Buffalo 
Grove is seeking a continuance to obtain more 
time to prepare its case. 

Wheeling annexed the land first. Buffalo 
Grove then annexed the land, claiming that 
Wheeling did not have a proper claim to the 
property. 

The Schwinds don't care much about the legal 
technicalities. They say they just want to main-
tain their farmland in the same town that their 
descendants did. 

"It makes you feel bad that you own it and 
can't be where you want," Betty Schwind said in 
a telephone interview Monday. "We want our 
farm in one community." 

However, the issue is more involved than that. 

Wal-Mart 
In late January, Wheeling annexed two pieces 

of the Schwind property, divided by Lake-Cook 
Road and next to Weiland Road. The board fol-
lowed this action by approving plans for com-
mercial developments on the southeast piece, a  

Wal-Mart and Sam's Discount Warehouse. 
Wheeling's annexation agreements with the 

Schwinds granted them commercial zoning for 
both the northeast and southeast corner parcels; 
which is what upset officials and residents from 
neighboring Buffalo Grove. 

It makes you feel bad that you 

own it and can't be where you 

want. 

Buffalo Grove claims its natural southern 
boundary line is Lake-Cook Road, and they say 
they don't want commercial growth at the north-
east corner. 

The master plan in Buffalo Grove includes the 
Schwind's northeast parcel and targets it for resi-
dential/office zoning. Current village plans also 
include a water station on approximately four 
acres of land there. 

"No property owner has the absolute right to 
depreciate the value of another (person's) prop-
erty," said Buffalo Grove Village Manager Wil-
liam Balling. "It is our contention commercial 
property at that location would hurt the property 
values of homes in that area." 

The Schwinds said they have no plans to 
develop the northeast parcel. Roland Schwind  

said he plans to start planting soybeans on the 
land next week. 

Just a farmer 
"I'm a farmer. I even have mixed emotions 

about seeing Wal-Mart developed," Schwind said. 
"It is a matter of economics. If this land (had 
been) supporting itself, I never would have sold 
(it). Wal-Mart allowed me to hold on to some of 
my farm land a little longer." 

Economics is precisely the issue that worries 
Balling. 

"It will be an irresistible temptation to spin off 
that property for commercial development," Bal-
ling said. 

But Wheeling Village Manager Craig Anderson 
said the village only complied with the Schwind's 
wishes. 

"The Schwind's wanted to bring their whole 
farm into Wheeling. At least that's what they told 
us. And we were happy to do it," he said. 

Anderson acknowledged hearing rumors a few 
months ago that the Schwinds had plans to put a 
Target department store up on the northeast par-
cel but he said no one ever talked to him about 
the plans. 

Balling said Barbara Baran, the Schwind's 
attorney, discussed commercial development 
plans with him. 

"If he wants to be a farmer forever that's 
fine," Balling said. "But he wants to be a devel-
oper." 

Baran, reached at her Chicago office, said 
plans for a commercial development never were 
discussed. She said she inquired about the possi-
bility of commercial zoning on the land and that 
Balling indicated Buffalo Grove did not want 
this. 

Chickerneo won't stay on Palwaukee panel 
go. 

-vrAra 
,aSes 

1.01. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Citing a wish to pursue personal 
interests, Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port Commissioner Carey L. Chick-
erneo recently announced he will not 
serve another term on the commis-
sion. 

Chickerneo, who has been a com-
missioner since 1987, including a 
one-year stint as chairman, will keep 
his seat on the commission until 
Prospect Heights Mayor Edward P. 
Rotchford appoints someone to take 
his place. 

"My term as commissioner ex-
pired March 31," said Chickerneo. 'I 
would like to devote more time to my 
family and private enterprises." 

Chickerneo, a local attorney who 
often deals in real estate, said as a 
public official he always had to con-
sider whether his actions could be 
considered a conflict of interest. 

"I don't see anything forthcoming 
that would be a problem," he said. 
"I just want to spend some time 
being of service to myself and my 
family." 

The decision to leave the commis-
sion is the second decision to leave  

public office that Chickerneo has 
made this year. After serving as 
third ward alderman on the Pros-
pect Heights City Council, he decid-
ed not to seek election to the seat in 
April. He was appointed to the posi-
tion in 1989, when Jerry Meyers, 
then 3rd Ward alderman, became 
acting mayor. 

And although he is taking a break 
from public office for now, Chicker-
neo did not forever rule out public 
service. 

"It's too hard to say," he said 
about the future. "I will miss the 
ability to contribute to the communi- 

ty. I've done my community service 
for now." 

The commission is made up of 
eight members, four appointed by 
the mayor of Prospect Heights and 
four appointed by the village presi-
dent of Wheeling. Chairmanship of 
the commission alternates each year 
between the two municipalites, co-
owners of the airport. 

"We're going to miss you for a lot 
of reasons," Commission Chairman 
Dan Quiery told Chickerneo. "When 
I came back on the commission, and 
you were sitting here, you made me 
feel welcome." 1/2  

Village review is next step for library parking lot plans 
Plans for a new parking lot at the 

Indian Trails Public Library are 
moving steadily forward, with trus-
tees directing their architect to get 
ready to go to the village of Wheeling 
for approval of the plans. 

The new parking lot, to be built 
north of the library, at 355 S. Schoen-
beck Road, will increase patron 
parking from 77 to 142 spaces. Em-
ployee parking will also be increased 
from 23 to 35 spaces. 

Under the plan, expected to cost 
$193,870, a new entrance from 
Schoenbeck road into the north end  

of the existing parking lot will be 
added. Entrance to the library is 
limited to the south end of the lot 
now. 

A drive-up book drop may also be 
added to the new parking lot. Li-
brary staff has recommended, par-
tially based on preliminary com-
ments from the Alternative Services 
Task Force's Focus Groups, that the 
library have a new book drop. 

The architects will also look at a 
new location for bicycle racks, now 
at the northwest corner of the park-
ing lot. Patrons and library staff  

have expressed concern about the 
distance from the library entrance 
and the fact that bicyclists have to 
walk or ride across the busy parking 
lot. 

Some board members said it 
might be best to delay the construc-
tion of the parking lot until after 
hearing the final recommendations 
of the Alternative Services Commit-
tee on how to improve library ser-
vices. That report, based on feed-
back from 12 focus groups, is due to 
the board in early July. 

But Board Member John P. Lo- 

vetere said the parking lot expansion 
is an issue that should be kept sepa-
rate from any plans to add on to the 
building. 

Plans for a new parking lot began 
last year to meet the current needs 
of library patrons. Plans for the new 
lot have been designed to allow for 
some expansion of the building, li-
brary officials said. 

And Trustee Richard C. Tripp 
pointed out that the building was 
also designed to allow for upward ex-
pansion. 
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Wheeling rec center hinges on tax increase 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Village Board 
gave approval Monday to the 
Wheeling Park District Plan for a 
family aquatic center and commu-
nity recreation building, but trus-
tees reserved the right to see alter-
nate plans for the land should the 
recreation center not be built. 

While the aquatic center is ex-
pected to make enough money to 
support itself, park district offi-
cials said they will not build the 
recreation center unless voters 
pass a referendum authorizing the 
increase of taxes to operate it. 

Trustees earlier this month ex-
pressed reservation about the fi-
nancial feasibility of the project. 

Park district officials voted re-
cently to borrow money, through 
the sale of general revenue bonds, 
for construction of the two centers 
on land that now makes up the far 
west portion of Heritage Park at 
222 S. Wolf Rd. and the recently ac-
quired 18.5 acres along Dundee 
Road between the Village Hall and 
Wickes Furniture Company. 

Park board President Thomas 
Webber said that the park board 
had done its homework regarding 
finances. 

"We are asking you to have con-
fidence in us to do the job we are 
elected to do and approve our re-
quest," he said. 

The $4.5 million aquatic center 
will have a 0-depth swimming 
pool, refreshment stand, sand vol- 

leyball court, sunbathing area and 
water slides. 

Plans for the recreation center 
call for a gymnasium, indoor run-
ning track, classrooms and admin-
istrative offices. 

And although trustees are con-
cerned about the financial liability 
of the plan, they pointed out they 
are not against providing activi-
ties for Wheeling's youth. 

"Some people feel we do not 
want to have anything for chil-
dren," said Trustee Judy Abrusca-
to. "That is not so. Our main con-
cern is not only for the viability of 
the project, but to ensure residents 
that they will not have to bear a 
heavy burden to afford this. 

"My concern is for everyone in 
this village." 

Wheeling Fire Department 
to charge for CPR classes 

By B. H. MERENS ) for the rest of your life." 
STAFF WRITER He noted that almost 2,000 

twice about what they are 
most people 4uton't think 

e-Y.s-	 people have taken his 

Fire Department in the past 
courses through the Wheeling 

two decades. Counley said he doing when they breath. But has 24 documented cases of 
if someone is giving CPR to 

graduates using CPR to help another, breathing is all they save a person's life. 
think about. 

"We're saving lives CPR-Cardiopulmonary 
because of (this class)," Resuscitation-is defined as 
Counley said. "I don't think "a procedure designed to there is anything more 

restore normal breathing 
important than that." after cardiac arrest that 

The CPR course uses films includes the clearance of air 
and "breathing" mannequins 

passages to the lungs, heart to teach people how to clear massage by the exertion of 
air passages and force air pressure on the chest and the into someone who has 

use of drugs." 
stopped breathing. The costs It is a skill that almost 
for materials isn't cheap, anyone can learn, if they take 
Counley explained. the time to learn. 

The mannequins range in Due to a rising enrollment 
price from $400 for infant and costs of equipment, the 
size, to $500 for juniors and Village's Fire Department is 
up to $1,600 for adult sizes. going to start charging $10 Movies cost $400. 

for the classes after offering 
Village Manager Craig them free to both residents 

Anderson said that Wheeling and non-residents for the 
CPR courses are popular with past 18 years.
non-residents because nearby "I don't think that you can 
towns are not offering the put a value on saving some- 

 class or have cancelled their one's life," said instructor 
courses. The growing num- and Wheeling fire- 
bers mean a growing fighter/paramedic Tom Coun- expense, he said. 

ley. "Ten dollars is a lot of 
"All of the sudden we are money but this class teaches serving a lot of people who 

you something you can use 

aren't Wheeling residents," 
Anderson said. 

Counley said he doesn't 
care where people are from. 
He just wants the public to 
have CPR skills. 

Counley's students have 
come from Wisconsin and 
Indiana. They include airline 
personnel, ski patrol mem-
bers and aerobic instructors. 
They also include members 
of the public who want to 
learn a life-saving skill. 

"We don't have a red S on 
our shirt and we're not going 
to save everybody. We're 
human and people have to 
help us," Counley said about 
paramedics and others in life 
safety roles. "The people on 
the street. They are the most 
important part of our life 
support system." 

If someone has stopped 
breathing, even if they are 
only a mile from a fire sta-
tion, it will take at least five 
minutes from the time a per-
son phones for help until 
that help can start making a 
difference, Counely said. 

"That's a lot of time," 
Counley said. "CPR keeps 
people alive to allow us to 
arrive and take over with 
more advanced treatment." 
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BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

About 40 Wheeling residents are 
circulating petitions in an attempt 
to force the Wheeling Park Dis-
trict to get permission from voters 
before borrowing $9.75 million to 
build a family aquatic center and 
community recreation building. 

Lonnie Schnaitmann, a member 
of Friends of the Taxpayer, 
formed in 1982 to defeat the last 
park district referendum, said the 
group is hoping to collect about 
1,200 signatures. A total of 988 sig-
natures is needed to send the bond 
issue to referendum for voter ap-
proval. 

"We are not knocking the park," 
said Schnaitmann. "We just feel  

people should have a choice on 
whether they want $9.5 million 
spent." 

Park district commissioners 
voted last week to borrow the mon-
ey, through the sale of general ob-
ligation bonds, to pay for construc-
tion of the two centers. Park dis-
trict officials expect the aquatic 
center to generate enough revenue 
to pay for itself. And they have al-
ready said they will have to get vo-
ter approval - through a referen-
dum - to raise tax rates for opera-
tion of the community center. 

Park district commissioners say 
the tax rate increase referendum 
will allow voters to have their say 
about the recreation building. 

"We are providing the communi-
ty with the choice by getting this  

money," said Commissioner Fran 
Melamed. "We have to go to re-
ferendum for the community to de-
cide if they want to pay to operate 
the recreation building. Borrowing 
the money affords people the 
choice." 

Thomas Busby, superintendent 
of finance for the park district, 
said selling bonds would not signif-
icantly affect the taxpayer be-
cause the bonds could be paid off 
by keeping the bond interest tax 
rate at 17 cents per $100 assesse' 
valuation. 

"As the equalized assessed va 
ue of property in the district goe 
up the amount of money paid by 
taxpayers will also go up," he sa 
"But the rate would remain the 
same." 



WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

$4,410 appiCW
c

I 
for centennial panel 

Village of Wheeling trustees 
voted to include $4,410 in their 
1991 budget for expenses of the 
centennial committee. 

While working on plans for the 
centennial celebration in August 
1994, the committee is also work-
ing on fund-raising for the event 
which they hope will include a pa-
rade, time capsule ceremony and 
family picnic. 

Expenses for this year include 
$3,780 for their Family Fest fund-
raiser where they will sell person-
alized pins, ponchos, sunglasses 
and history books. 

The expenses are to be offset by 
an estimated $5,000 from fund-
raising and contributions from 
the village of Wheeling and the 

Wheeling Park trict. 

New radios approved 
for police department 

The Wheeling Police Depart-
ment will spend $7,404 to replace 
radio equipment. 

Each year the department re-
places old or worn out radios. Be-
cause of lower prices, this year, 
the department will purchase 
eight radios instead of the six pre-
viously requested and still spend 
$376 less than the amount budget-
ed for the radios. 

Soccer tournament 
kicks off May 25 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz proclaimed May 25, 26 
and 27, Wheeling Park District 

Soccer Weekend. 
The park district is expecting 

teams from Minnesota, Wiscon-
sin and nearby communities to 
participate in the three-day tour-
nament at Heritage Park, 222 S. 
Wolf Road. 

Village denies 
tax-exemption 

Trustees voted 4-3 to deny a 
property tax-exemption to a busi-
nessman wanting to relocate to 
the village. 

Theodore J. Mau, president of 
Circuit Service, Inc., was looking 
for the exemption, which would 
have reduced his property taxes 
for eight years. 

But village staff said the build-
ing he wants to move into at 333 
Alice St. does not meet Cook 
County's definition of abandoned 

and it seemed that Mau would 
move into the building even if he 
were not granted the exemption. 

Police dept. receives 
accreditation certificate 

Mount Prospect Police Chief 
Ronald Pavlock presented 
Schultz and the Wheeling Police 
Department with a certificate of 
accreditation from the Commis-
sion on Accreditation for Law En-
forcement Agencies. 

The police department became 
the 14th accredited law enforce-
ment agency in Illinois last fall. 

"It is a little bit scary when you 
are waiting to receive final word 
(on accreditation)," said Schultz. 
"This is a very well deserved 
source of pride for every member 
of the community." 

Jim Allen II holds up a piece of firefighting equipment, helped 
by Wheeling firefighter Joe Mariotti. Daily Herald Photo/John Konstantaras 

Park district 
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sand court 
 parking area at the park, on Old feel an activity like volleyball would BY BONNIE BOOTH 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Sand volleyball enthusiasts will 
not have to hit the beach to enjoy 
their favorite pastime after installa-
tion of a court in Childerley Park in 
Wheeling in mid-June. 

Park district officials expect to 
pay about $4,800 for the court which 
will be just behind the playground 
equipment at the south end of the  

McHenry Road. 
Chamber Park, on Wolf Road, was 

also considered as a home for the 
sand volleyball court but was reject-
ed by park board commissioners. 

"We have designated Chamber 
Park as a passive park with summer 
music concerts and the historical 
museum," said Park Board Presi-
dent Thomas Webber. "We didn't  

fit in. It is active, loud and draws a 
different mix of people." 

Webber said that commissioners 
hope to develop Childerley Park into 
a picnic area, eventually putting up 
a covered pavilion and sand volley-
ball would fit in much better there. 

Arnie Biondo, superintendent of 
leisure service, said that the court 
will be open the same hours as the 
park, until 10 p.m. nightly, but there  

will be no lights around the court. 

He said although the park district 
gets occasional requests for sand 
volleyball leagues, there are no 
plans to form a league — at least for 
this summer. 

"Sand volleyball has been real 
popular in other communities," he 
said. "It is popular with high school 
kids who don't want structured ac-
tivity." 

Burn victim gets ticket to camp 
• • • 

BY TED GREGORY 
and BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

The past year has been a pain-
ful one for Wheeling burn victim 
Jim Allen II and he's facing 
some challenging months in the 
future. 

On Saturday, Wheeling fire-
fighters eased the pain a bit for 
Allen, an 11-year-old sixth 
grader at Mark Twain Elemen-
tary School, when they donated 
$600 to send Allen to a pair of 
camps for child burn victims. 

Firefighters submitted the 
check when Allen stopped by  

with his family for a tour and to 
say thanks. 

"We wanted to support Jim 
and we wanted to support the 
burn camp," said Wheeling fire-
fighter Mike Burns, tour guide 
and one of the coordinators of 
the effort. 

"We consider this camp a 
great opportunity to continue to 
help victims after the fire's 
out," Burns added. "It's just a 
natural arrangement." 

Allen was severely burned last 
April at his home in Mississippi 
when the gas weedeater he was 
starting exploded. Shortly after 
the accident, his family moved 
to Wheeling. 

The boy has been in and out of 
hospitals all year while undergo-
ing skin graft surgery. He will 
miss the entire school year start-
ing this fall while receiving 
more surgery. 

Before then, he'll be enjoying 
summer camps in Estes Park, 
Col., and Ingleside, Ill, thanks in 
large part to Wheeling fire-
fighters. The Ingleside camp, set 
for June 29-July 5, is the first 
burn camp in Illinois. 

In addition to campouts, hikes, 
boating, archery, fishing, horse-
back riding and other activities, 
the camps offer programs 
aimed at helping victims 
strengthen their fragile confi-
dence. 
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Residents' calls flood in 
when villa e siren sounds 

-30  - 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When Wheeling sounded its emer-
gency warning system in March, the 
police department switchboard lit up 
with calls from residents wondering 
what was going on. 

It was a sign that the system 
works, maybe too well. 

"I think the system works," said 
Village Manager Craig G. Anderson. 
"It gets people's attention and then 
they call in. We had many, many, 
many calls at the switchboard that 
day. But it was unfortunate because 
it also tied up our emergency lines." 

That day severe winds, reaching 
speeds of 85 mph, tore through parts 

jr UN, r- age 

That problem seems to be the 
same throughout the state. 

Some communities use the sirens 
to summon the volunteer fire depart-

' ment. Others use the blare to remind 
motorists not to park on snow routes, 
said Lynn Bobo, spokeswoman for 
the Illinois Emergency Services and 
Disaster Agency. 

"Personally, I'd like to see some 
sort of standardization so, for exam-
ple, you don't have you and your hus-
band driving through a town with 
sirens going off, not knowing what 
would happen next," Bobo said. 

Tornados — created when layers 
of air with contrasting tempera-
tures, moisture, density and wind 
meet — can tear through a town or 
village in seconds, leaving nothing 
and taking buildings, houses and 
large trees with it. The winds — as 
high as 300 mph — are powerful 
enough to carry a house in its grasp 
for over a mile. 

Illinois is on the northeast edge of 
one of the most tornado-prone re-
gions in the world, according to 
Bobo. Last year there were 49 
recorded tornadoes touching down in 
the state, the highest number of tor-
nadoes since 1970, Bobo said. And 
that is more than triple the 14 torna-
does reported the previous year. 

"We are very concerned because 
we have six communities in the 
Northwest Central Dispatch and 
when 911 comes on line later this 
summer, we could be in real trouble 
if residents are jamming the phone 
lines," Rodewald said. 

The most common misconception 
among residents is the difference be-
tween a tornado watch and a tornado 
warning, local officials said. 

A tornado watch means that torna-
does may occur in or near the imme-
diate vicinity. A tornado warning 
means a tornado has actually devel-
oped and has been seen in the area. 

The watch is broadcast over local 
television and radio stations once is-
sued and lasts up to three hours. 
When this happens, residents should 
keep an eye on cloud development 
across the sky and report any funnel-
shaped clouds to the National Weath-
er Service or local police and fire de-
partments.  

of the village, damaging several air-
planes at Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port. And Wheeling has not had to 
sound the warning since then. 

Anderson said notification of an 
impending storm comes to the police 
department from the National 
Weather Service through a comput-
er. Once the notice is received, radio 
room personnel contact a "com-
mand person" who makes the deci-
sion about whether to sound the 
alarm. 

The police chief, fire chief or a 
watch commander from either de-
partment is authorized to make that 
decision. And they do-  not have to 

Continued from Page 1 

wait to hear from the National 
Weather Service to sound the alarm. 

"We try not to sound the alarm un-
less a severe storm is imminent," he 
said. 

"And it is left up to local authori-
ties. In March, Buffalo Grove sound-
ed their alarm and when we looked 

By the time a watch takes place, 
evacutation procedures should al-
ready be in motion, Lechner said. 
IESDA suggests residents find a lo-
cation without windows — such as 
the center of a house basement —
and placing a weather-band radio 
and supplies there. 

The wail of a siren announcing a 
tornado is a warning that a tornado 
has been spotted within a 25-mile ra-
dius. When this occurs, residents 
should protect themselves from 
being blown away, struck by falling 
objects or injured by debris by going 
into a secure shelter. 

"The siren tells you to take shel-
ter," said Steve Figved, fire chief of 
the Barrington fire department, 
which also serves Inverness. "Tak-
ing the time to call (police or fire of-
ficials) could be the time you should 
be in the shelter, and if there's a tor-
nado, someone could be injured or 
killed." 

"If a tornado siren sounds, resi-
dents should take cover immediate-
ly," Lechner said. "But they should 
not expect to hear an all-clear 
sound." 

That's because the sirens — in-
stalled as civil defense measures in 
the 1950s in case of nuclear bomb at-
tacks — only have two tones and 
they are difficult to distinguish. 

"In the Northwest Central 
Dispatch, what may be an all-clear 
in one community may not mean the 
next community is clear," Lechner 
said. 

Residents should rely on weather-
band radios to tell them when it's 
safe to leave their sheltered area. 
After a tornado, the most important 
thing to look for is damage to gas 

nds confusion 

at our conditions the chief felt the 
storms were imminent and sounded 
the alarm." 

The signal, tested monthly, runs 
for about three minutes, giving off a 
wailing sound that gets louder and 
softer as it moves from a low pitch to 
a high pitch. Anderson said the vil-
lage does not sound an all-clear sig-
nal when the danger has passed. 

lines or electrical outlets, Lechner 
said. 

It also is important to notify fami-
ly or friends that you have reached 
safety so local authorities don't 
waste time trying to find people, 
Lechner said. 

Confusion sometimes crops up 
over whether or not to sound the 
sirens. 

When thunderstorms rushed 
through the area earlier this month, 
some towns decided to sound the 
warnings while others chose not to 
do so. 

Arlington Heights, Barrington, Elk 
Grove Village, Mount Prospect, 
Palatine, Rolling Meadows and 
Schaumburg all sounded sirens, but 
Des Plaines did not. 

Most of the towns in the Northwest 
Central Dispatch System — Arling-
ton Heights, Elk Grove Village and 
Mount Prospect — sound sirens in 
unison, said Doug Edmonds, direc-
tor of NWCDS. But the rest of the 
municipalities make their own deci-
sions when it comes to sounding 
warning sirens. 

The discrepancy is prompting a 
push to standardize the way Cook 
County communities sound sirens. 

A regional conference, slated for 
June 5, is expected to address some 
of the glitches in the siren program, 
Lechner said. 

"You don't want to play wolf with 
the sirens, but you can't always wait 
for the information to disseminate," 
Edmonds said. 

"Its a human judgement that must 
be made," Rodewald adds. "Does it 
look to be headed to our community? 
There has to be a decision." 

Daily Herald Map 

Annexation pits 
Wheeling vs. 
Buffaln Grove 

When Roland Schwind asked 
Wheeling officials to annex his 20-
acre farm and family home into the 
village, he assumed the routine re-
quest would go off without a hitch. 

He was wrong. 
Instead, the property became em-

broiled in a heated game of tug of 
war between the villages of Buffalo 
Grove and Wheeling — a game that 
now has two more players with park 
districts in Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove having annexed the land as 
well. 

All four parties have their reasons 
for wanting the land and all four 
have their reasons for believing 
their annexations are proper. 

The fact that the Schwinds want to 
be a part of both the village of 
Wheeling and the Wheeling Park 
District adds credence to those an-
nexations, officials there say. But 
Buffalo Grove and Buffalo Grove 
Park District officials argue that the 
land is surrounded by Buffalo Grove 
on three sides and that the Wheeling 
annexations may have been flawed. 

Buffalo Grove's interest in the 
land stems from the pleas of resi-
dents who oppose Wheeling's deci-
sion to zone the property for com-
mercial development. 

Like the villages, the park districts 
stand to gain tax dollars from the 
property if and when it is developed 
commercially or otherwise. 

Wheeling already has filed a law-
suit against Buffalo Grove over the 
annexations, and with so many inter-
ested parties, this boundary battle 
could prove costly to taxpayers in 
each community. 

But for the group of Buffalo Grove 
residents fighting to protect their 
neighborhood from commercial de-
velopment, the costly attorney fees 
may all be worth it. 

"If all of this effort means that 
Wheeling sits down with Buffalo 
Grove and a compromise on the us-
age is worked on that is acceptable 
to the residents, than all of this is 
worth it," said Buffalo Grove resi- 
dent Terry Robins, who helped orga-. . 

75 to 100 

See SOUNDS on Page 3 

SOUNDS: Residents unsure of meaning BY AMY CARR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Petitioners push to force park vote 
30 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff  Writer 

A group of Wheeling residents at-
tempting to force Wheeling Park 
District commissioners to get voter 
approval before borrowing $9.75 mil-
lion to build a family aquatic center 
and a recreation building say they 
have more than half of the signa-
tures they need. 

Lonnie Schnaitmann, a member of 
Friends of the Taxpayer, formed in 
1982 to defeat the last park district 
referendum, said about 700 people 
have signed petitions requiring com-
missioners to get approval from vot-
ers on the November ballot before 
selling municipal bonds to finance 
construction of the two centers. 

And although pnly 988 signatures  

are needed, Schnaitmann said she 
hopes to collect at least 1,200 in case 
any of the signatures are ruled inval- 
id. 

"We have had a really good re- 
sponse," she said. 

"We just explain that it should be 
put on the ballot so everyone has a 
choice. But it is surprising the 
amount of people who don't want wa- 
ter slides." 

Schnaitmann said the group is not 
against the park but just feels voters 
should make the choice. 

Park district commissioners voted 
earlier this month to borrow the 
money, through the sale of general 
obligation bonds, to fund the con- 
struction of the two centers. 

Park district officials expect the 
aquatic center to generate enough  

revenue to pay for itself. 
They have already said they will 

have to get voter approval —
through a referendum — to raise tax 
rates for operation of the community 
center. 

They say that referendum will al-
low voters to have their say about 
the recreation building. 

But Alberta Klocke, one of about 
45 people circulating the petitions, 
and wife of a park board commis-
sioner, said voters should have the 
choice before the centers are built. 

"The fact that we are not being al-
lowed to vote is my real gripe," she 
said. 

"We do not discuss the park or fa-
cility with people, it has nothing to 
do with the buildings, it is a matter 
of principle." 
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Annexation pits 
Wheeling vs. 
Buffalo Grove 
BY AMY CARR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When Roland Schwind asked 
Wheeling officials to annex his 20-
acre farm and family home into the 
village, he assumed the routine re-
quest would go off without a hitch. 

He was wrong. 
Instead, the property became em-

broiled in a heated game of tug of 
war between the villages of Buffalo 
Grove and Wheeling — a game that 
now has two more players with park 
districts in Wheeling and Buffalo 
Grove having annexed the land as 
well. 

All four parties have their reasons 
for wanting the land and all four 
have their reasons for believing 
their annexations are proper. 

The fact that the Schwinds want to 
be a part of both the village of 
Wheeling and the Wheeling Park 
District adds credence to those an-
nexations, officials there say. But 
Buffalo Grove and Buffalo Grove 
Park District officials argue that the 
land is surrounded by Buffalo Grove 
on three sides and that the Wheeling 
annexations may have been flawed. 

Buffalo Grove's interest in the 
land stems from the pleas of resi-
dents who oppose Wheeling's deci-
sion to zone the property for com-
mercial development. 

Like the villages, the park districts 
stand to gain tax dollars from the 
property if and when it is developed 
commercially or otherwise. 

Wheeling already has filed a law-
suit against Buffalo Grove over the 
annexations, and with so many inter-
ested parties, this boundary battle 
could prove costly to taxpayers in 
each community. 

But for the group of Buffalo Grove 
residents fighting to protect their 
neighborhood from commercial de-
velopment, the costly attorney fees 
may all be worth it..  

"If all of this effort means that 
Wheeling sits down with Buffalo 
Grove and a compromise on the us-
age is worked on that is acceptable 
to the residents, than all of this is 
worth it," said Buffalo Grove resi-
dent Terry Robins, who helped orga-
nize an opposition effort 75 to 100 
people strong. 

Buffalo Grove Village President 
Sidney H. Mathias said he recogniz-
es the potential cost to taxpayers 
and is willing to give up the fight to 
keep the land in Buffalo Grove if 
Wheeling officials will compromise 
on the commercial zoning for the 
land. 

"In a period where budgeting is so 
critical, I'm sure it would be appre-
ciated by our residents if we could 
save money on attorneys fees," 
Mathias said. "It's more important 
to our residents how it is developed, 
not who claims it." 

Though not completely ruling out 
the possibility of negotiating with 
Buffalo Grove, Wheeling Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz said the 
issue is in the hands of the court. 

"The annexation was done proper-
ly," she said. "Any question of claim 
will be decided by the court." 

At the same time, park officials 
are hoping to avoid legal action. 

Buffalo Grove Director of Parks 
Michael A. Rylko said he was not 
aware the Wheeling Park District 
had filed its annexation ordinance in 
Lake County at the time the Buffalo 
Grove ordinance was filed on 
Wednesday. The Wheeling ordinance 
was filed on May 21. 

Rylko said he will wait to see what 
will happen, but if Wheeling's volun-
tary annexation was completed first, 
the Buffalo Grove Park District like-
ly would not contest the annexation, 
Rylko said. 

Amid all the confusion, the 
Schwinds are going about their busi-
ness and continuing to farm the pop-
ular piece of property. At least for 
the time being there are no plans to 
develop the land. 

L 



By B. H. MERENS 
sr MOWER 

The two vill ges that 
oversee Palwaukee Airport 
are gradually purchasing 
land that will be knit 
together like pieces of a 
puzzle to allow a long 
awaited road widening and 
intersection expansion pro-
ject at the airport. 

The Wheeling Village 
Board has approved the $1.5 
million purchase of land at 
the northwest corner of 
Hintz and Wolf Roads, one 
of approximately 21 parcels 
still to be bought before the 
road widening and intersec-
tion expansion project can 
begin, according to Palwau-
kee Airport Manager Fred 
Stewart. 

The City of Prospect 
Heights, which oversees the 
airport through an intergov-
ernmental agreement with 
Wheeling, postponed a vote 
on the matter at its last 
meeting because it lacked a 
map pinpointing the exact 
location of the property. But 
City Manager Dan Wentzloff 
said the city is planning to 
vote on the matter at its 
June 3 meeting. 

"We have approved the 
purchase of every parcel 
(involved) so far," he said. 

The property is a 13-acre 
site being held in trust by 
First American Bank. It is 
the largest single piece of 
property involved in the $16 
million project, Steward 
said. 

Stewart said six of the 
other parcels are involved 
in condemnation proceed-
ings, which means the con- 
struction project won't start 
until sometime in 1992. The 
parcels involve residential, 
business and open space 
properties. 

Once all the land is 
secured, engineers will 

move two bridges which 
cross the Wheeling drainage 
ditch. One bridge is located 
on Hintz Road east of Wolf 
Road and the second bridge 
is located on Wolf Road 
north of Hintz. 

"They have to be relo-
cated to where the new road- 
way is going to be," Wheel- 
ing Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said. "The bridges 
are going to be in entirely 
new locations from where 
they are now." 

The bridges will be 
moved to coincide with the 
movement of Hintz Road 
approximately 1,000 feet 
north between Milwaukee 
Avenue and Wolf Road and 
with the movement of Wolf 
Road approximately 1,000 
feet west between Palatine 
and Hintz Roads. 

The intersection of Hintz 
and Wolf Roads is going to 
be expanded to four lanes in 
all directions and a traffic 
light will replace the stop 
sign which currently exists 
there. 

The project is designed to 
meet the FAAs extended 
runway safety area standard, 
Stewart said. 

"There's got to be a pre-
pared constructed area 
beyond the dimensions of 
the runway that will support 
the weight of an aircraft 
using the runway," Stewart 
said. He added that the 
requirement is designed as a 
safety measure. The project 
is not designed to facilitate a 
runway expansion. 

Prospect Heights and 
Wheeling, co-owners of Pal-
waukee Airport, will utilize 
Federal, State and Airport 
revenue funding to finance 
the project designed to com-
ply with Federal Aeronautics 
Administration standards 
regarding open space near 
runways. 

Palwaukee land 
deal . approved 

Michael Haeger Robert Pressley 

Police chief appeals race bias ruling Wheeling 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Saying he feels he is not guilty of 
racial discrimination, Wheeling Po-
lice Chief Michael F. Haeger has ap-
pealed the decision of a U.S. District 
Court in a lawsuit brought against 
him by a village police officer. 

Haeger is asking the Illinois Ap-
pelate Court to overturn the Febru-
ary jury decision in a case filed 
against him by Police Officer Robert 
Pressley, who for 11 years was the 
only black officer in the department. 
He charged that Haeger withheld 
raises, condoned racial harassment 
and doled out more severe punish-
ments for wrongdoings to Pressley 
than to white officers. 

Continued from Page 1 

how much of the cost the village's 
insurance would cover. 

The lawsuit stems from a 1982 
incident, in which Haeger pursued 
charges of illicit sexual activity 
against Pressley, even though he 
believed the charges were false. A 
village commission later ruled 
there was no evidence to pursue 
the charges. 

"I still feel that I didn't do any-
thing wrong," Haeger, who is also 
head of the Illinois Association of Po-
lice Chiefs, said: "I was acting prop-
erly." 

But a jury agreed with Pressley 
and awarded him $40,000 in compen-
satory damages. Judge Paul E. 
Plunkett ordered Haeger to pay 
$177,000 for Pressley's attorney fees 
and $10,000 for court costs. 

William Kurnick, Haeger's attor-
ney, said he is appealing both the de-
cision and the award. 

"We feel that the judge's orders to 
the jury were incorrect," Kurnick 
said. "The other issue is that we 
maintained that personal matters 
between employer and employee 
cannot be subject to a lawsuit under 

North suburbs 

Palwaukee funding 
to be increased 

A $7.2 million allocation for 
Palwaukee Airport in Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights is part of a $121.5 
million statewide airport im-
provement plan announced by Gov. 
Jim Edgar for 1992. 

The plan, which lists priorities for 
where the state will spend federal, 
state and local funds, also includes 
$1.15 million for runway construc-
tion and a new field generator at 
Waukegan's airport. 

Most of the Palwaukee money 
will be spent on land acquisition 
and planning for the road reloca-
tion. 

The allocation represents a 1.5 
percent increase over the amount 
being spent in 1991 on airport im-
provements. Ninety percent of the 
money comes from federal funds. 

Through 1996 the state plans to 
spend $553.7 million on expansion 
and improvements at the 77 public 
airports. 

board OKs 
pool plan 
By Kathie Mitchell 

Wheeling residents could be 
cooling off in the pool by next 
summer, now that the Village 
Board has approved a $4.5 million tj 
aquatic center. 

But whether residents also get a 
new $4 million recreation center S 
will be up to them. 

The Village Board approved a 
site plan Monday that includes an 
aquatic center and a recreation 
center. But park officials say they 
won't build the recreation center if 
voters don't approve a plan for a 
property-tax increase to operate 
and maintain it. 

The swimming pool and recre-
ation center are part of a pro-
posed three-phase plan for 86 
acres south of Dundee Road, east 
of Boehmer Avenue and west of 
Wolf Road. 

The park district already has 
given legal notice that it intends to 
sell $9.75 million in general obli-
gation bonds to build the two fa-
cilities. 

Wheeling trustees were not easily 
convinced that they should ap-
prove the site plan. After tabling 
the topic at their May 6 meeting, 
the trustees spent 90 minutes 
Monday discussing it again. 

They questioned finances and 
how the land scheduled for the 
recreation center would be used if 
voters reject the proposal. 

"Our main concern is not only 
for the viability [of the project]] 
but also to ensure that residents 
won't have a financial burden," 
said Trustee Judy Abruscato. 

In the end, trustees unanimously 
approved the site plan, with the 
stipulation that if the recreation 
center is not built the park district 
will return to the village with an 
alternate plan for use of the prop-
erty. 

Aquatic center revenue from 
concession stand sales and pool 
passes are expected to pay for op-
eration of the water park, but the 
district cannot afford to run the 
recreation center without in-
creasing taxes. 

Park Board President Thomas 
Webber said an increase of 10 
cents per $100 assessed value in 
the district's operating fund tax is 
expected to cover operating costs. 

The average cost to Wheeling 
homeowners would be $30 per 
year, he said. The district will ask 
voters in November to approve 
the increase. If voters say no, the 
park district will ask again in an 
April referendum. 

"This community is in dire need 
of a recreation facility," Weber 
said. However, if voters ultimately 
don't agree to pay for running the 
facility, the district won't build it, 
he said. 

civil rights statutes but should be 
handled by the EEOC (Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Commission), 
but that legal theory was rejected by 
the judge." 

In response to the appeal, Alan M. 
Freedman, attorney for Pressley, 
said he will ask Plunkett to order the 
village to put up an appeal bond of 
$500,000 to cover legal fees to this 
point plus any new costs incurred by 
Pressley during the appeal. 

Earlier this week, trustees asked 
the village attorney to draw up a res-
olution stating the village will pay 
any judgment against Haeger and 
his attorney's fees. Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz said she is not sure 
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Wheeling won't have to pay bond, judge rules 
S-31-- 7 f 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The village of Wheeling will not 
have to post a $500,000 appeal bond 
while Police Chief Michael F. 
Haeger appeals a U.S. Circuit Court 
decision in a lawsuit brought against 
him by a village police officer, the 
judge in the case ruled Thursday. 

Haeger is asking the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 7th Circuit to over-
turn the February jury decision in a 
case filed against him by police offi-
cer Robert Pressley, who for 11  

years was the only black police offi-
cer in the department. 

Pressley charged that Haeger 
withheld raises, condoned racial 
harassment and doled out more se-
vere punishment for wrongdoings to 
Pressley than to white officers. 

The jury awarded Pressley $40,000 
in compensatory damages. Judge 
Paul E. Plunkett ordered Haeger to 
pay $177,000 for Pressley's attorneys 
fees and $10,000 for court costs. 

But trustees are expected to pass a 
resolution stating the village will pay  

any judgments against Haeger and 
his attorney's fees, when they meet 
on Monday. 

41an M. Freedman, Pressley's at-
torney, said he wanted the appeal 
bond because the village has been 
"dragging its feet" in the case and 
he is afraid they will do everything 
possible to keep from paying the 
money if they lose the appeal. 

"The judge did say he would hold 
the village in contempt of court if 
they didn't pay in the end though," 
Freedman said. 

And Village President Sheila H. 

Schultz said the money is not the is-
sue. 

"I think the emphasis on the 
amount of money may be mis-
placed," she said. "I think the ver-
dict was incorrect." 

Freedman said he plans to file 
some appeals against the circuit 
court decision too, including asking 
the federal court of appeals to rein-
state the racial discrimination case 
filed against the village. 

The village, originally a co-defend-
ant, was exonerated by Plunkett ear-
ly in the trial. 
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BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Hoping to set the record straight 
on their plans for a family aquatic 
center and recreation building, 
Wheeling Park District commis-
sioners are inviting residents to an 
open forum Tuesday. 

The meeting will start at 7 p.m. 
in the Heritage Park Recreation 
Building at 222 S. Wolf Road. 

Thomas H. Webber, park board 
president, said the commissioners 
decided to call the meeting be-
cause they believe a group of resi-
dents — collecting signatures on 
petitions that would force the park 
district to get voter approval be-
fore borrowing $9.5 million for the  

project — may not have all the 
facts straight. 

"We are hearing that some mi-
sinformation is being spread," 
Webber said. "We want to make 
sure that people signing the peti-
tions have the correct facts." 

"People have a right to petition 
and to sign petitions. We just want 
to make sure we are all on the 
same wavelength," he added. 

But Lonnie Schnaitmann, a 
member of Friends of the Taxpay-
ers — the group circulating the 
petitions — said she is not aware of 
any misinformation being spread 
by the group. 

"All we are talking about is the 
bonds," she said. "We are not talk-
ing about the project." 

Commissioners are hoping to 
borrow the money by selling gen-
eral obligation bonds. 

Schnaitmann said she had 
received an invitation to attend the 
meeting and will call members of 
the group this weekend to get as 
many of them to attend the meet-
ing as possible. 

And she said anyone collecting 
signatures this weekend will also 
inform people of the meeting. 

Park district officials have said 
they will ask voter approval before 
building the recreation building 
because they will need a tax rate 
increase to operate it. 

The park district expects the 
aquatic center to be self-support-
ing. 
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Senior discount taxi program under way 
discount would be available. 

"When I called, I was bounced to 
three different people," said Bar-
bara McIntyre, a resident of Addo-
lorato Villa who does not drive. 

"I really need the discount." 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said village staff members 
are now ready to answer inquiries 
about the program. 

"We've had half a dozen inquir-
ies about the discount," Anderson 
said. 

"Everything is back from the 
printers, staff has instructions on 
what needs to be done — we are 
ready to go." 

To register, seniors have to show 
proof of their age and residency at 
village hall. 

o-  DO = 
". ^1 

er,  a • 
eD 07

:  5
-  

to P7. GD a CD 
tj, CD C 
5 2 F 
- ,-- 
CP o -1 to 0  to 

ron~ :51* 
0 .1 

• 
Wisconsin Central Ltd. 
endorses computer line 

sentatives from Buffalo Grove, 
Long Grove, Libertyville and 
Round Lake Beach attended. 
Township plan commission chair-
man John Helander said he called 
the meeting to find out Wisconsin 
Central's involvement in the 
project, after a Metra official in 
March told local planners that it 
had problems contacting the Wis-
consin Central people. 

Wheeler told the group that engi-
neers in April did an up-close in-
spection of the track from Antioch 
to Franklin Park. The type of up-
grading that would need to be done 
to prepare the rail for passenger 
trains traveling at speeds of 65 to 
70 m.p.h. would take a construc- 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling senior citizens wanting 
a discount on taxi rides can sign up 
at village hall today, now that the 
identification cards and voucher 
forms needed for the program are 
ready for distribution. 

Trustees instituted the new pro-
gram — which enables seniors to 
get a $2 discount per one-way ride 
— May 6, but it has taken several 
weeks to get the program up and 
running. 

The fact that the identification 
cards are finally ready is good 
news for Wheeling seniors, some 
of whom say they have gotten the 
runaround when they have called 
village hall to find out when the 

BY C. L. WALLER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Transportation representatives 
from four Lake County communi-
ties Wednesday were given Wis-
consin Central Ltd. railroad's per-
sonal endorsement of a new com-
muter line on its track. 

"We view this not as a question 
of whether, but a question of 
when," said Robert Wheeler, gen-
eral counsel for the railroad com-
pany working with Metra officials 
to create passenger service from 
Antioch to Des Plaines. 

Organized by the Libertyville 
Township plan commission, repre- 

They will then get the identifica-
tion card and voucher forms that 
are given to the cab driver when 
they use the discount. 

Discounted rides will be given 
through American Taxi and are 
limited to eight one-way or four 
round trips per month. 

Trustees have budgeted $4,000 to 
subsidize the program, which they 
initiated after complaints from 
seniors that the previous senior 
discount program was not work-
ing. 

Under that plan, seniors were 
supposed to get a 20 percent dis-
count from any cabs licensed in 
the village of Wheeling. 

But the village did not reimburse 
the cab companies for money they 
lost when giving the discount. 
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tion season to complete, he said. 
Even though Wisconsin Cen-

tral's 2,000 miles of track now are 
used strictly for freight, officials it 
the company have experience with 
the Chicago and NorthWestern am 
Milwaukee Road commuter lines, 
Wheeler said. 

Trustees app o e changes 
in licenses — 6 0// 

once 
- 

Wheeling trustees have ap-
proved changes 
in their business license ordi-
nance after holding a public hear-
ing giving business people a . 
chance to comment on the 
changes. 

No one showed up to complain, 
so trustees again approved 
changes they had voted yes on in 
March. The reapproval was need-
ed after village officials became 
aware of a state statute that pre-
empted Wheeling's home rule sta-
tus, requiring them to hold a 
state-required public hearing be-
fore revising vending machine li-
censing fees. 

Under the changes, the fee for 
selling tobacco, both through 
vending machines and over the 
counter was increased, going to 
$75 annually from $50. 

Trustees endorse a full 
interchange at Lake-Cook 

Trustees approved a resolution 
supporting the construction of a 
full interchange at Lake-Cook 
Road and Interstate Highway 94. 

Currently, motorists traveling 
on 1-94 can get on Lake-Cook 
Road from the northbound lanes 
only and motorists traveling on 
Lake-Cook Road can only get on 
southbound 1-94. 

Deerfield officials, who are re-
newing efforts to get the state to  

construct the interchange, asked 
Wheeling trustees along with 
trustees from Buffalo Grove and 
other neighboring communities to 
support the resolution. 

Trustees spend $11,455 
on heating and air units 

Trustees voted to spend $11,455 
to replace two heating and air 
conditioning units, one at village 
hall and the other at the branch 
fire station on Wheeling Road. 

Keith and Scott Heating and Air 
Conditioning of Addison will re-
place the roof units. The replace-
ment is expected to begin in mid-
July and take less than two 
weeks. 

This is the third year that trus-
tees have voted to replace aging 
units as part of their capital im-
provements program. There are 
19 roof-top heating and air condi-
tioning units at the municipal 
complex, including the one at the 
branch fire station. Two units 
haveteen replaced each of the 
past two years. 

Trustees agree to pay 
accreditation costs now 

Trustees agreed to begin pay-
ing the $9,775 it will cost for the 
police department to go through 
the re-accreditation process with 
the Commission on Accreditation 
for Law Enforcement Agencies, 
Inc. 
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Nobody watching b/s'" 
as fees are raised 

- Wheeling held a public hearing, 
but nobody came. 

Earlier, village officials neglected 
to hold a public hearing as required 
by state law before approving in-

- creases in vending machine license 
fees. A vending machine owner 
pointed out the error. 

' So, after publishing a legal notice 
- in a local newspaper and notifying 

64 vending machine owners, the 
• board held a public hearing Mon-
'. day night. However, neither the 

vending machine owner who point-
ed out the village's error, nor any-
one else, attended. 

• The board approved the new li-
' cense fees for a second time. The 
• new fees include $10 for candy and 

canned soda machines, which is an 
increase of $5, and $75 for cigarette 
machines, an increase of $25. 

Village to pay legal 
fees of police chief 

The Wheeling Village Board has 
• voted to pay the $40,000 judgment 

and legal fees of Police Chief Mi-
chael F. Haeger, who was found 

• guilty in a discrimination case in-
' volvmg a black police officer. 

Haeger is appealing the February 
; decision in which a jury awarded 

Wheeling Officer Robert Pressley 
$40,000, and a judge ordered that 
court fees be paid by Haeger. 
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Vicki Grayland/Pioneer Press 

Lonnie Schnaitmann, a member of a Wheeling tax watchdog 
group, watches as Park Director Karop Bavougian looks through 
petitions calling for a referendum on the water theme park. 

to be done concerning the Wickes Furniture and Vil- 
referendum until the early lage Hall, about three foot- 
fall. However, by waiting on ball fields south of Dundee 
the funding question, Road. 
Wheeling residents won't be The Aquatic complex 
swimming in a new commu- would include a pool, 
nity pool until 1993 at the lounge chair area (both on 
earliest, he said. concrete and grass), a sand 

"I would think the earli- area for volleyball, a snack 
est it would open would be bar, and an in-pool play 
1993. It may never go," Bay- area for children. 
ougian said. "We originally The recreation center 
were hoping to operate in would include a gymna- 
1992." sium, activities room, art 

Plans call for the pool room, preschool classrooms 
complex to be built between and administrative offices. 

Tax watchdogs demand 
water ark referendum 

By B. H. MERENS 
STAFF WRITER 

A Wheeling tax watchdog 
group submitted petitions to 
the Park District Monday 
which would allow village 
voters a hand in deciding 
whether or not to fund a 
$9.75 million Aquatic and 
Recreation Center. 

The petitions call for a 
referendum in next fall's 
elections to permit the park 
district to sell alternate 
source revenue bonds. 

However, a referendum 
may be a moot point 
depending on legislative 
action pending downstate in 
Springfield. Legislators are 
considering tax limitation 
laws which could negate the 
need for the bond sales or 
the ability for local govern-
mental bodies to use them 
at all. 

The Friends of the Tax-
payers said they aren't try-
ing to stop the pool and rec-
reation complex. They just 
want the voters to decide 
the funding issue. 

"The only reason that the 
petitions are out there is to 
let everybody in Wheeling 
have a choice if they want 
the (park district) to borrow 
the money or not," said 
Lonnie Schnaitmann, a 
member of the watchdog 
group since its inception in 
1982. "I'm in favor of an 
outdoor pool and a recre-
ation center. There's 30,000 
people in Wheeling. They 
should have a chance to 
vote." 

Park District Director 
Karop Bavougian said he 
believes there are enough 
valid signatures on the peti-
tions to validate a referen-
dum without needing to 
check each one. 

He said that nothing has 

Wheeling seeking clerk 
By B. H. MERENS came forward to apply for the job. 

STAFF WRITER 

C \(_:_c- (no_ 
The search for a wheeling Tillage Clerk 

continued Tuesday night as the village board 
interviewed two of three applicants vying for 
the currently vacant post. 

The board has set a deadline of July 6 to 
fill the post, but could name someone sooner 
than that, according to board president 
Sheila Schultz. 

"We quite possibly will choose the clerk 
from the current applicants. If someone else 
would come forward before the decision is 
made, we might interview them," Schultz 
said. 

The board scheduled Tuesday night inter-
views with former village ethics board mem-
ber Patricia Drewes and real estate agent R. 
Michael Kurgan. The third applicant, Joan 
Tavlin, couldn't make the Tuesday evening 
session and will be interviewed separately, 
Schultz said. 

The board has been without a clerk since 
Lois Gafke was sworn in as a trustee on May 
6. She had served in the post for two years. 
Her elected term runs until 1993. 

By law, the village had 30 days to fill the 
post. However, the board extended that 
period by an additional 30 days when no one 
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Schultz said the lack of interested candi-
dates validates the boards' position that the 
clerk should be a full-time appointed staff 
member and not elected by the public. 

"It confirms what the board knew when 
we put forward the question on the referen-
dum (in 1988) to have the clerk appointed," 
Schultz said. "We knew that it was difficult 
to attract good candidates." 

The major difference in appointing versus 
electing the clerk is pay. An appointed clerk 
would receive a full-time salary. The elected 
clerk receives $3,000 annually, paid on a 
monthly basis. 

The clerk assists the village president with 
his/her duties, attends village board meetings 
and takes the minutes and maintains the vil-
lage records. 

In addition to village board meetings, the 
clerk attends all Liquor Control Commission, 
Emergency Telephone Systems (911), and 
budget meetings. The clerk also attends 
quarterly meetings of the Fire Pension 
Board. 

Letters of application should be sent as 
soon as possible to: President and Board of 
Trustees, Village of Wheeling, 255 E. Dundee 
Road, Wheeling, Ill., 60090. n 4 A, 0  
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Mail delay puts 
off a hearing 
on annexation 
By Kathie Mitchell 

A public hearing on the annexa-
tion of 37 acres around Palwaukee 
Airport, scheduled for Monday eve-
ning, was postponed because the 
Wheeling Fire Protection District 
failed to pick up its mail. 

As part of the annexation process, 
surrounding property owners as well 
as the government agencies that 
serve the area were notified by cer-

AL'. tified mail. But when one of those 
a,  agencies, the fire protection district, 
"Ss did not respond, the meeting was 
'..9 canceled. 

It turned out that district officials 
‘Z hadn't picked up their mail, accord-

ing to Village Manager Craig Ander- 
it  son. 
— The 37 acres are within the dis- 
,'L, trict's boundaries, but the Village of 

Wheeling has a contract to provide 
fire protection there. And the village 

g \ owns the airport jointly with Pros-
pect Heights. 

c.) The hearing now is tentatively set 
i for 8 p.m. July 1 in Village Hall, 
0 255 W. Dundee Rd. 

Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
bought the 37 acres to provide buff-
er space for runways. The land is 
now in unincorporated Cook Coun-
ty and would be annexed by 
Wheeling. 

The area is bounded, generally, by 
Milwaukee Avenue to the east, 
Sumac Road to the north, and the 
village limits of Wheeling to the 
south and west. 

Approval needed for school's new fire lane 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling plan commissioners 
gave Wheeling Township Elemen-
tary District 21 the go-ahead for a 
$350,000 addition to Eugene Field 
Elementary School Thursday on 
the condition that plans for a fire 
lane be approved by the village's 
fire chief. 

Commissioners were shown two 
options for fire lane placement: 
one that would come off the exist-
ing entrance to the school at 51 St. 
Armand Lane and circle the build-
ing and one that would go directly 
from Dundee Road, which borders 
the school's playground on the 
south, to the back of the building. 

Superintendent Lloyd "Bud"  

fire lane from the existing area, 
keeping it away from the play-
ground. 

We want the fire lane looping 
around the building," he said. "It 
gives access to more of the 
school." 

Parts of that fire lane already 
are paved, and architects will be 
conducting soil samples to make 
sure the existing pavement and 
the ground proposed for the fire 
lane could stand up to the weight 
of a fire truck. 

"The existing pavement may 
need to be improved to meet regu-
lations," he said. "We will have 
that information before we seek 
approval from the village board." 

• 

The village board must give fi-
nal approval of the plans before 
work can proceed. 

The 3,500-square-foot addition 
will be the home of a new learning 
center. Currently, the learning 
center is housed in three class-
rooms at the southeast corner of 
the building. 

The project was originally 
scheduled for next year, but dis-
trict officials moved it up in hopes 
of alleviating overcrowding at 
Robert Frost Elementary School 
in Mount Prospect. 

They are hoping to have the ad-
dition completed by next fall so 
two English as a Second Language 
classes planned for Frost can be 
held at Field instead. The move 
would affect about 60 students. 

Wheeling 

Residents to help 
test new 911 system 

Testing of the village's new 911 
Temergency telephone system is set 

.to begin Thursday . 
The official 911 startup date is 

July 24. But starting Thursday, 
businesses and a few residents will 
be called and asked to help test the 
system. 

Educational programs on the 
proper use of 911 are planned for 
children and adults, 

0 • / (7-  
Des rpentrie said that district of- 
ficials would prefer to extend the 

Ai ort
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 plan leaves some residents hanging 

VI  
BY JULIE Po 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

The Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commission is slowly acquiring the 
land needed for its capital improve-
ment plan, but that slowness contin-
ues to cause problems for neighbor-
ing residents who could lose their 
land as a result of the plan. 

Commissioners agreed recently to 
spend at least $800,000 on a piece of 
commercial property on the east 
side of Wheeling Road, just north of 
Sumac Road in Wheeling. A roofing 
company is now located on the land, 
which sits between two other air-
port-owned lots. 

Airport Manager Fred E. Stewart 
Jr. said the deal is "set in stone" but 
before the sale can be finalized, the 
roofing company must clean up the 
property. 

Though the transaction keeps the 
airport moving ahead with its goals, 
Wheeling resident Leah Zeldes 
Smith, 17 Kerry Lane, voiced some 
concern since her house, and about 
16 others, are also scheduled to be 
bought by the airport. 

"Do you know how long it will be 
before I have to leave my house?" 
asked Zeldes Smith. "It's very diffi-
cult to live this way. You have a 
house that you want to upkeep and  

improve. If I'm going to be there five 
more years they're worth making, if 
it's five months, they're not." 

The long-awaited relocation of the 
Wolf/Hintz Road intersection is still 
in planning phases as the commis-
sion waits for results of an environ-
mental assessment and Stewart 
noted that he cannot say when 
Zeldes Smith's property might he 
purchased by the airport. 

"If we don't do it within two years, 
we'll never move the road," said 
Stewart. 

Other commissioners voiced con-
cern over tad vibes' coming from 
Springfield where there could be 
some concern that the airport is not  

working fast enough on its projects: 
But Commissioner Carey L. Chick-

erneo said the commission has a 
"friend in Washington" in Secretary 
of Transportation Samuel Skinner, 
who met with Chickerneo and mem-
bers of the Palwaukee Airport Pilots 
Assocation recently. 

Skinner received his pilot's licence 
at Palwaukee and Chickerneo sug-
gested sending Skinner a copy of the 
airport's capital improvement plan. 

"He is very aware of how much 
money is being spent on the airport,' 
said Commissioner Dan Quiery. 'He 
will support our efforts as long as 
progress is shown." 

Believers build house of worship 
e CAN  C.-0 Tiz I t.t  A.+  

Hindu group opens 1st new U.S. temple in Wheeling 
about $2 million, said Patel, presi- an altar that weighs about 4 tons. 
dent of the temple's building com-
mittee. 

But because members poured 
concrete, tied reinforcement bars, 
and did "quite a bit of cleaning and 
excavating" themselves, Patel said, 
they saved about $700,000 in labor 
costs. 

"The beauty of this particular 
building is that all the congregration 
helped," he said. 

This is the first Swaminarayan 
temple to be built for that purpose 
in the United States. There are 
other temples in the country, but 
they have been converted from ex-
isting buildings, Patel said. 

Until Memorial Day, the Chica-
go-area Swaminarayans were hold-
mg services every other weekend at 
a Skokie Park District facility. 

During services the men sit on 
blankets on the south side of the "First we thought of buying an 
meeting hall's concrete floor, while old church," Patel said. "(But those 
the women and children sit on the available] did not have big enough 
north side. At the front, a congre- space, so we thought we should 
gration member leads prayers before build one." 

yclarsto complete it. 

Two new trucks 
to be purchased 

Trustees also voted to spend 
$37,550 for two new trucks for the op-
erations and maintenance depart-
ment. 

They will spend $16,905 on a three-
quarter-ton pickup truck for the wa-
ter and sewer department and 
$20,645 on a 1-ton dump truck for the 
road and bridge department. 

The purchase of the trucks is part 
of a regular vehicle replacement 
plan undertaken by the village. 

By Kathie Mitchell 
A Hindu religious group has built 

its first new American temple in 
northwest suburban Wheeling. 

The 15,000-square-foot Shri 
Swaminarayan Temple, at 397 
Northgate Pkwy., serves 200 to 300 
worshipers every day. 

The International Swaminarayan 
Satsang Organization of Chicago 
may be unfamiliar to many who 
pass the new temple. 

Followers of the Swaminarayan 
branch of Hinduism trace their 
beliefs to Swami Narayan, a 19th 
Century religious leader whom they 
believe to have been the seventh 
reincarnation of the Hindu god 
Krishna. 

"Some people were mistaking the 
group for Hare Krishnas," said 
Palatine resident Jashbhai Patel, 
who designed the building. 

Patel said proudly that the money 
collected to build the temple was 
donated by congregration members. 

The total cost would have been 

The altar was made in Vadtal, 
India, where the Swaminarayans are 
based. 

A leader of the faith, Acharya 
Shri Ajendraprasadji Maharaj, came 
from India to Wheeling to install 
sacred idols on the altar during the 
opening ceremonies. He is a de-
scendant of Swami Narayan's fami-
ly. 

Patel said members of the congre-
gation felt fortunate to see him up 
close during his stay. When he 
makes an appearance in India, 
300,000 to 500,000 people at a 
time try to get a glimpse of him. 

Patel said the Swaminarayans 
picked the Wheeling location for 
the temple because the 2-acre site 
was affordable and is centrally 
located. 

(-_ c4/ 
Arlin. on company 
to evaluate streets 

Wheeling trustees took the first 
step toward preparing another five-
year street maintenance program 
Monday when they approved spend-
ing $25,250 to have a consulting firm 
evaluate most of the 52 miles of 
streets in the village. 

Infrasructure Management Ser-
vices of Arlington Heights will study 
the pavement and suggest a pro-
gram for repairing village streets. 

The last study was done in 1982 but 
trustees took a fiscally conservative 
approach to the plan, taking nine 

Engineering consultants 
retained for work 

Trustees authorized Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport commissioners to 
retain the firm of Crawford, Murphy 
and Tilly to do engineering work for 
the airport. 

Crawford, Murphy and Tilly, 
which has been the airport's engi-
neering consulting firm for five 
years, was paid $20,000 by the air-
port last year for a variety of work 
including putting together the air-
port's capital improvement plan for 
the next several years. 



After a flurry of activity by 
Wheeling officials to get plans for 
an addition to Eugene Field Ele-
mentary School through the vil-
lage approval process as quickly 
as possible, Wheeling Township 
Elementary District 21 officials 
will consider postponing the 
project until winter when they 
meet Thursday. 

In a letter dated May 31, William 
R. Olson, of Arcon Associates, 
Inc., recommended the project be 
postponed because he felt bids for 
the work, opened May 31, are too 
high. 

He said he called at least 10 con-
tractors and asked them to bid on 

Superintendent Lloyd "Bud" 
DesCarpentrie said arrangements 
to house the classes in other 
schools have already been made. 

Village trustees approved school 
plans just two working days after 
plan commissioners recommend- 
ed that approval — a process that 
normally takes about a month. 

And Wheeling officials have ex- 
pressed some dismay they were 
not informed at a June 5 meeting 
with district officials that the 
project could be postponed. 

"We were under the impression 
that they needed to move along 
rather quickly," said Village Man- 
ager Craig G. Anderson. "It sur- 
prises me that they had more in- 
formation than they were letting 
on." 

Wheeling parks OK 
borrowing $790,000 
to beat law change 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Dist. 21 may delay Field School addition 
g--19- I 

the addition to the school at 51 St. 
Armand Lane. But only two re-
sponded with bids and they were at 
least $100,000 higher than the 
$351,500 he estimates the project 
should cost. 

School board members gave the 
go-ahead for the addition, original-
ly scheduled for next year, in late 
April. Plans for Field include a 
3,500-square-foot learning center, 
which would enable the three 
rooms now used for a learning cen-
ter to be converted to classroom 
space. 

District officials were hoping to 
have the learning center finished 
by fall so three classes now housed 
at Robert Frost Elementary 
School in Mount Prospect could be 
moved to Field. 

Mail brims citation 
By B. H. MERENS 

STAFF ~ER 

(—I Ky'S 
Wheeling residents with 

large mailbox structures are 
getting more than just mail 
delivered to them these 
days. They are receiving 
citations from the village 
inviting them to court. 

The village issued 10 cita-
tions June 10 to citizens 
who ignored or failed to 
comply with registered let-
ters sent to them April 19 
requesting that their large 
mailbox structures be 
removed. 

Village Director of Opera-
tions and Maintenance Rob-
ert Gray said Wheeling's 
only recourse left is a court 
of law. 

"It is not a fun item," 
Gray said. "It is no fun tell-
ing people that their mail-
boxes have to be removed. 
We have more important 
things to do." 

Wal-Mart's new store on 
the border of Wheeling and 
Buffalo Grove plans to 
employ 245 people starting 
in late summer to operate 
the 114,000 foot store cur-
rently under construction. 

The company plans to 

The village board passed 
legislation earlier this year 
clarifying a standing ordi-
nance on right of ways with 
regards to mailboxes. Resi-
dents had until May 24 to 
either comply by moving or 
removing their mailbox 
structures or seek an exten-
sion from the village. 

Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said the village 
isn't asking for fines to be 
levied against the mailbox 
owners. "The village would 
be satisfied if they just 
removed them. That's our 
main goal. We don't want 
anybody to get hurt." 

The village originally sent 
out 20 registered letters con-
cerning the permanent 
structure boxes. To date, 
Anderson said 10 of them 
have been removed or are in 
the process of being taken 
down. 

hire the majority of the new 
store's employees from local 
applicants, according to 
Wal-Mart Spokeswoman 
Kristin Stehben. 

Wal-Mart plans to 
announce interview dates 
and locations. 

BY JOHN CHASE 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

Wheeling park district commis-
sioners have voted to borrow 
$790,000 by selling non-referendum 
bonds — a move usually made by 
commissioners in December. 

Park District officials asked com-
missioners to approve the sale of 
bonds now because of a resolution 
pending in the Illinois State House of 
Representatives in Springfield which 
would prohibit park districts and 
other similar municipalities from is-
suing bonds. 

The money could be used to pay 
some architects' fees related to the 
planned $9.5 million family aquatic 
center and recreation building, 
make another payment on the prop-
erty for the center on Dundee Road 
between Wickes Furniture Co. and 
Wheeling village hall, and improve 
some other parks, officials said. 

"By passing this now we are 
guaranteeing that we will get the 
money we need and be allowed to 
spend it," said Superintendent of 

Walmart brings jobs 

Final& and Personnel Thomas Bus-
by. 

"We would rather be safe than sor-
ry." 

Thomas Webber, park board presi-
dent, agreed. 

"We have to do something now, in-
stead of waiting," he said. 

However, Commissioner Edward 
Klocke voted against borrowing the 
money now because he felt park dis-
trict staff was moving too quickly. 

"Usually in the past when we have 
non-referendum bonds we meet 
ahead of time and discuss it before 
we vote," he said. 

Officials said the sale of bonds will 
not raise the tax levy for the bond 
and interest fund above its current 
17 cents per $100 assessed valuation. 

Dolly Hein, a Wheeling resident, 
said she agreed the park district 
should borrow the money now, but 
felt all citizens should be fully in-
formed of the bond issue. 

"It is necessary for capital im-
provements," she said. "I just want 
it to be made clear to all of us." 

Postal carriers to keep 
watch over homebound 

Wheeling trustees tune 
to TCI bid for changes 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Although their franchise agree-
ment with TCI does not expire until 
1996, Wheeling village trustees Mon-
day began considering changes TCI 
wants to make in that agreement. 

TCI is asking the village to consid-
er switching from a dual cable sys-
tem, capable of receiving 120 chan-
nels, to a single-cable system that 
would receive 60 channels. 

And although trustees were 
pleased that rates would go down as 
a result of the change, they were 
also concerned that TCI would turn 
around and raise cable rates soon af-
ter the single-cable system went into 
effect. 

"If we go to a single-cable system, 
are we guaranteed rates won't go 
up?" Trustee William Rogers said. 

TCI Operations Manager Kris Gill 
said the company typically raises 
rates once a year and after the con-
version, TCI would not raise rates 
for three months. 

Village Attorney James Rhodes in-
formed trustees that they could not 

control the rate that TCI charges its 
customers. 

"You can't regulate rates in any 
shape or form," he said. 

Gill said Wheeling residents who 
now pay $18.55 for basic cable could 
see a reduction to $15.45 if a single-
cable system is instituted. Charges 
for additional outlets would be elimi-
nated under the new system. 

Trustees approved the dual-cable 
system under their initial 15-year 
agreement with TCI in 1981. But Gill 
said although dual cable was the 
best system at that time, technology 
has advanced since then. 

She said the switch would result in 
no additional cost to subscribers. A 
TCI representative would visit each 
home to make the changes in the 
system — giving them a new con-
verter box, or if possible, hooking 
the cable directly into a television. 

Village staff members will com-
pile trustee questions and informa-
tion from other communities that al-
ready have switched to a single-
cable system into a report before 
entering into further discussion with 
TCI about renewing the agreement. 

By B.H. MERENS 
AFF WRITER . 7 co 

Keeping an eye ab senior and homebound 
citizens is the goal of the Carrier Watch pro-
gram being run in Buffalo Grove and Wheel-
ing with the U.S. Postal service. 

The program, in place around the country 
for the past 10 years, started here about five 
years ago, died out and is being revamped. 

Mail carriers are to alert officials when 
someone in the program hasn't picked up his 
or her mail for a day. 

Carriers will know who is in the program 
because participants will have a sticker 
affixed to the inside of their mailbox identi-
fying them as part of the program. 

"The whole program is (designed) to help 
someone who is incapable of getting up or 
who is sick," said Mike Losurdo, president of 
the local postal carrier's union. "We want to 
help anyone who needs help." 

The program is set up so that if an indi-
vidual doesn't pick up his or her mail, the 
mail carrier would inform a supervisor who 
would contact the police. 

The police will use an information sheet 
on the resident including emergency contact 
names and telephone numbers. The police 
will try to contact the resident by phone. If 
there is no contact made, an officer will be 
sent to knock on the person's door. 

If no one answers the door, police will 
either attempt to enter the home with the 
help of a relative or a building superinten- 

dent or will try to contact someone listed on 
the emergency contact form. 

The postal union chief said the program is 
not difficult to implement and is extremely 
worthwhile to the community. 

"It's added work but it isn't a whole lot of 
add& work," he said. "I can't imagine any-
one complaining about it." 

Losurdo said the program had an original 
starting date of July 1, but delays in getting 
the paperwork together have pushed it closer al 
to Aug. 1. 

The program is available to anyone in the 
60089 and 60090 zip codes. 

To register for the free program, contact 
the Wheeling or Buffalo Grove police depart-
ment's community service officer. The 
Wheeling Police Department number is 
459-2632. The Buffalo Grove Police Depart-
ment number is 459-2560. 

To boost community participation in the 
program, Wheeling Police Chief Michael Hae-
ger sent letters out to senior citizens telling 
them about it. 

"Participation in the Carrier Watch Pro-
gram will allow the Post Office to contact the 
Wheeling Police Department, if you fail to 
pick up your mail for more than one delivery 
day. If necessary, the Police Department will 
then contact the individuals you have desig-
nated as emergency contacts, if you do not 
respond," Haeger wrote. "We hope to hear 
from all of you." 



Airpoort!r1 storage tank to cost more 
will be used to store gasoline for the 

than expected 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Installation of an underground fuel 
storage tank at the Palwaukee Mu-
nicipal Airport could cost up to 
$17,000 more than originally expect-
ed because of problems with exces-
sive ground water. 

"You never know until you dig 
what you are going to find," said air-
port Manager Fred E. Stewart. 
"And we found more water than nor-
mal." 

Commissioners were expecting to 
pay about $42,000 for the tank, which  

airport's maintenance vehicles. Fuel 
is currently stored in an above-
ground unit being used with special 
approval from the state fire mar-
shal's office. 

And although they are not pleased 
with spending the extra money, com-
missioners realized they have no 
choice. 

"All the back-up reasons for 
spending the money seem justifiable 
based on the experiences we have 
had," said Commissioner Nicholas 
J. Helmer of Prospect Heights. "But 
anytime there is an increase like this  

in an expenditure it behooves us all 
to spend the extra time and attention 
to study it, and I think we did that." 

Commissioners approved the pur-
chase of the tank in April after refus-
ing to spend $45,000 for it in March. 
At that time they were concerned 
that bids received were twice what 
they had been verbally quoted last 
fall. 

But airport officials said regula-
tions had changed and compliance 
with new regulations mandated 
changes in the original plans for the 
tank. 

The additional ground water 
means the tank will have to go deep-
er into the ground and Sheffield 
Tank Co. will have to dry out the soil 
before the tank can be installed. 
Plans already called for a system to 
anchor the tank, should the ground 
fill with water. 

Although installation of the tank 
was supposed to take seven days, 
Stewart said there has been a two-
week delay in the work while com-
missioners and the Prospect Heights 
city council and Wheeling village 
board approved the added cost. 

• Commiissonc  
recommends animal eye clinic 

eki  
cates the space," he said. "But the 
site is not very large. It is hard to 
contemplate use other than office be-
cause of its size." 

Vainisi said the building would be 
divided into two offices because a 
dermatologist may move into the 
other space. He said if the dermatol-
ogist did not move in, the office 
would be used for future expansion 
of the animal eye clinic. 

An apartment also will he put in 
upstairs from the clinic to house stu-
dents who would come to the clinic 
for training. 

Residents who live next to the site 
and have seen several restaurants 
proposed for the corner fail to get 

plan commission approval were 
pleased to see the clinic get the nod. 

"It is a nice looking building and 
we are very pleased," said Mors Av-
enue resident Melinda Remaly. 
"They talked to all of us who live 
around the property. They will be an 
asset to the area." 

Schmidt and Vainisi treat animals 
for eye ailments including cataracts, 
glaucoma and cornea ulcers. The 
clinic would be one of two clinic in 
Illinois that are open full time for the 
treatment of such problems in ani-
mals. 

No animals would be housed out-
doors and none would remain in the 
clinic overnight. 

• • 

dential to commercial. And although 
commissioners were leary about ap-
proving the change because they 

Owners of dogs and cats with eye were afraid a shopping center could 
problems could bring their pets to be developed with the zoning 
Wheeling for treatment, if village change, they eventually unanimous- 
trustees go along with plan commis- ly approved the request. 
sioners approval of a specialized ani- "The generic shopping center 

mal eye clinic. comes up under B-3 zoning," said 
Sam J. Vainisi and Gretchen Commissioner Terry Steilen. "A 

Schmidt, partners in Animal Eye As- record store could come in. That 
sociates of Riverwood, want to move connotation bothers me." 
their eye practice to the corner of But Village Manager Mark Janeck 

Milwaukee and Mors avenues, said it was highly unlikely that a 

across from Bob Chin's Crabhouse. shopping center would ever be pro- 
They asked plan commissioners to posed for the 11/2 -acre site. 

rezone the property, on which an "It is possible two retail uses could 
abandoned house now sits, from resi- move in if the veterinary clinic va- 

-  

BY BONNIE BOOTII 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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DARE program does well 
in 1st xe#1,, needs funds 

By B.H. MERENS funding and 
STAFF WRITER Springfield. 

"DARE is real heavily sup- age dol- 

Right now, the 

money is not 

budgeted. We're 

trying to look at 

some options for 

the program. 

ported by the governor," said 
Stevenson's Student Assis-
tance Program Coordinator 
Chuck Klevgaard. "We've 
written for this grant for five 
years. We've gotten it every 
year." 

Dave Kroeze 
District 21 
Associate 

Superintendent 

C 

comes from Director of Administrative 
Services Pete Keegan. "We 
hope (the drug education ini-
tiative money) will pay for 
the program." 

Keegan said the district 
expects to hear from the 
state by September. He said 
the district's board of educa-
tion has approved the pro-
gram only if the state 
funding comes through. At 
this point, the district has not 
developed a contingency 
funding plan. 

Klevgaard said alternate 
funding plans should be con-
sidered now, just in case the 
state money doesn't come 
through later. 

"It would be my recom-
mendation that districts have 
a back up plan because (our 
grant) isn't guaranteed. We're 
fairly confident that the 
money will come through." 

At District 102, the DARE 
bill is projected to be about 
$6,000. 

"We're waiting to see if the 
village will pick this fee up 
for the schools," said Assis-
tant Superintendent Rich 
Majka. "We have not bud-
geted for it, but our budget 
hasn't been completed yet. 
We're also exploring some 
grant options." 

Buffalo Grove Village Man-
ager Bill Balling said the 
final details of funding DARE 
haven't been worked out, but 
meetings with school district 
officials have been held. 

Balling added that the vil-
lage has neither the plans 
nor the money to fund the 
schools' portion of the DARE 
bill. 

"This is a very valuable 
program. We hope to get the 
financial support of the 
school districts," Balling said. 
"We'd like to keep the pro-
gram running if possible." 
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If that money arrives, 
Klevgaard said districts 96 
and 102 will receive approxi-
mately $14,000 — their share 
of the $40,000 tab. 

At District 96, officials are 
hoping that Klevgaard's 
efforts pay off. The district's 
portion of the DARE bill 
would be $8,000, according to 

State grants, vil 
lars, local funding: loo one is 
quite sure how the DARE 
program is going to be 
funded in Buffalo Grove next 
fall. 

The program, which 
received rave reviews in a 
recent evaluation of its pilot 
semester, will cost about 
$40,000 next fall. 

None of the three elemen-
tary school districts have 
committed dollars to the pro-
gram yet. 

DARE stands for Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education, 
a program which places a 
police officer in the class-
room to help students learn 
about drugs, the dangers 
involved in using them and 
how to say no to them. 

"Right now, the money is 
not budgeted. We're trying to 
look at some options for the 
program," said District 21 
Associate Superintendent 
Dave Kroeze. "If we pay for 
Buffalo Grove, we are open-
ing ourselves up to paying 
for all of the DARE officers 
that serve all of our schools. 
That could add up to a lot of 
money. That's the dilemma." 

Kroeze explained that Dis-
trict 21 only has two schools 
in Buffalo Grove. It is being 
asked for about $5,300 of the 
$21,000 which the Buffalo 
Grove Police Department is 
seeking from the schools. 

Kroeze said the village of 
Wheeling is paying for the 
DARE program in the dis-
trict's Wheeling schools. 

Stevenson High School is 
applying for a grant that may 
fund the program for districts 
96 and 102. The money is 
part of the Alcohol and Drug 
Education Initiative Grant 
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Wheeling board shoots down 
plans to relocate restaurant 

The decision creates a problem for 
Daily  Herald Staff  Writer Mui, who has already purchased the 

property. 
Wheeling trustees, going against Robert Kominsky, attorney repre- 

recommendations from two of their senting Mui, said he will look at vil-
commissions, have voted not to al- lage ordinances and seek an appoint-
low a local Chinese restaurant to ment with Wheeling Village Mane- 
move to a different location. ger Craig G. Anderson, to try to find 

Ben Mui, owner of Hong Kong a way for the restaurant to be al-
Chop Suey Restaurant, at 48 W. Dun- lowed to move from one building into 
dee Road, wanted to move his res- the other. 
taurant to a vacant building at 370 
W. Dundee Road. 

However, trustees said the restau-
rant would add to traffic problems 
on a roadway that is already too con-
gested. 

Village President Sheila Schultz 
said the trustees "very rarely" go 
against the recommendations of 
their commissions. 

"There was the feeling that it 
wasn't an adequate site for a free-
standing restaurant," Schultz said. 

"We recognize that the plan com- "Village staff did not lead us to be- 
mission and the zoning board of lieve there was a master plan that 
appeals are recommending bodies wouldn't permit a restaurant in that 
that do hold hearings on specific location," he said. "We were 
thing:, but the village board takes a suprised to get a letter from the vil-
broadei view in deciding what is lage manager saying he was not 
best for thy. village," Schultz added. going to recommend it." 

- - — 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 

Anderson opposed the new location 
for the restaurant because it does 
not fit in with the comprehensive 
master plan that sets zoning guide-
lines for properties within the village 
limits. 

Kominsky said Mui's contractors 
have been working with the commu-
nity development department for 
several months and have made all 
the changes requested by village 
staff. 

Current A 
-0 intersection N 

TilF sto e's move may receive permanent OK 
Village trustees will consider let-

ting Zack's Carpeting and Tile Inc. 
make a more permanent home in the 
lower level of Collins Fireplace Inc. 
when they meet on Monday. 

The Plan Commission has recom-
mended approval of a special use 
permit that would allow the two busi-
nesses to share the building at 561 W. 
Dundee Road, but some village trus-
tees have said that Jerry Collins, 
owner of Collins Fireplace Inc., 
misled them when he asked for per- 

mission to remodel his building. 

But Collins said Vince Canale, 
owner of Zack's, approached him 
about renting space in the building 
after Collins had gotten village ap-
proval for the remodeling project. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son is recommending that trustees 
approve the special use permit with 
some restrictions that would make it 
impossible for more than two stores 
to be located on the site. Those con- 

ditions include that there can be no 
more than two retail uses in the 
building and the retail space cannot 
exceed 9,000 square feet. Much of the 
building is used by Collins for stor-
age of his merchandise. 

Commissioners narrowly recom-
mended in a 2-1 vote earlier this 
month that the special use permit be 
approved. 

Collins has said he does not plan to 
put another tenant in the building 
and only considered Canale's re- 

quest because Canale wanted to 
leave 61 S. Milwaukee Ave. 

The top meeting 
Who: The Wheeling Vil-
lage Board 
Where: Wheeling Village 
Hall, 50 Raupp Blvd. 
When: 7:30 p.m. Monday 

1 trustee dissents as Drewes 
sworn in as Wheeling clerk 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Patricia J. Drewes, who will be-
gin serving as village clerk in Aug-
ust, was sworn in Monday night by 
Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz. 

Drewes, 47, will serve until April 
1993, filling the unexpired term of 
former village clerk Lois J. Gaffke 
who was elected to the village 
board in April. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato cast the 
lone vote against Drewes' appoint-
ment, saying she still had reserva-
tions about Drewes' ability to de-
vote enough time to the job. 

"I find Miss Drewes capable and 
willingly involved in the communi-
ty," said Abruscato. 

However, Drewes said that any 
concerns she had about the time 
needed to do the job had been re-
solved and she comes to the job 
"without reservations." 

And Schultz also said she was 
confident Drewes could put in the 
time necessary to do a good job. 

"I am very happy with the ac-
ceptance of Patricia Drewes," she 
said. "She wants to give us her 
best effort as village clerk and I'm 
sure she will serve us well. 

Drewes, a village resident for 10 
years, is a registered nurse, work- 

Patricia J. Drewes 

ing two part-time jobs. 
The clerk is responsible for tak-

ing minutes at village board meet-
ings and then transcribing and 
publishing those minutes. 

Engineers go ahead with plans 
for Wolf, Hintz intersection 
BY BONNIE BOOTH IT 3  
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Members of the Palwaukee Munic-
ipal Airport Commission recently 
approved the final alignment of the 
relocation of the intersection of 
Hintz and Wolf roads, giving their 
OK to a plan that will move the roads 
from their original placement. 

The plan was submitted to the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation 
Aeronautics Division last year and 
they asked the commission to make 
some changes. 

Under the revised alignment, the 
relocated road will move only slight-
ly and airport manager Fred E. 
Stewart said airport plans to acquire 
property for the realignment will not 
be affected by the changes. 

Plans call for Hintz Road to be 
moved to arc north and meet Wolf 
Road just west of the current inter-
section. The new Wolf Road would 
begin just south of Marquardt Drive 
and bow west, slicing the Wolf Run 
Estates border before intersecting 
Hintz Road to the immediate left. 

Now that the alignment has been 
approved, engineers can begin draw-
ing preliminary designs of the road-
ways, but Stewart said the plan can-
not really move forward until the 
Federal Aviation Administration 
rules on the environmental assess-
ment of the relocation. 

The FAA must find that the road 
relocation will have no significant 
impact on the environment before  

Daily Herald Map 

airport officials can begin purchas-
ing the property. 

"The land doesn't become avail-
able for state and federal funding un-
til it has been the subject of an envi-
ronmental assessment study and 
been approved," Stewart said. 

Stewart said the airport is hoping 
to get $10 million next year to fund 
the purchase of several parcels of 
land needed to build the road. 

"We have appraisals on 28 par-
cels," he said. "But the total to be 
acquired is considerably more." 

Stewart said he hopes the FAA will 
rule on the environmental study by 
the end of the year. And he said it is 
difficult to gauge how far behind 
schedule the project is now. Con-
struction on the first phase, two 
bridges built over the Wheeling 
Drainage Ditch, was supposed to be-
gin in September 1992. 
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increase visibility with bikes 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling park community service 
officers are pedaling the parks this 
summer in an effort to cover more 
ground and become more visible to 
people who might need their help. 

Since the inception of the park 
community service officer (CSO) 
program four years ago, the park 
CSOs have driven from one park to 
the next, getting out of their vehicle 
to make inspections on foot. But this 
year the Wheeling Park District and 
village police department, co-spon-
sors of the program, decided to take 
the patrol off four wheels and put it 
on two. 

Since motorized vehicles are not 
allowed in the parks, bicycles 
seemed the logical way to go. 

"We want the CSOs to be looked at  

on more of a positive note," said 
Wheeling Police Sergeant Juan 
Rivera. "And we want a positive en-
vironment for the kids who are doing 
the job." 

The job is a mix of promoting the 
parks and enforcing the rules. Pa-
trolling the parks seven days a week 
from May through September, the 
park CSOs answer questions, direct 
people to activities and write cita-
tions for parking violations, littering 
and other rule-breaking activities. 
Partially for their own safety, they 
travel in a two-person team. 

"We are supposed to call a police 
officer if we see a fight break out," 
said 19-year-old Francisco Cortez, 
one of three youths hired this year 
for park patrol. 

In his second year as a park CSO, 
Cortez said he has radio contact with 
the police department at all times. 

Lengthy dry spell puts 
test to watering rules 

sumption stands at about four million ga 
Ions. During the past week, the village ha 
pumped closer to six million gallons a day 
according to Wheeling Water Superintendent 
Augie Lockefeer. 

"If you get so little rain, a lot of times 
people perceive a need to water the lawn," 
Boysen said, adding that the village's conser-
vation program curbed people's watering. 
"We would have been higher if our water 
conservation efforts weren't in effect." 

The village has decided to let its grass 
turn brown and stagnate during the dry spell, 
Boysen said. 

"We've been just letting our lawns dry out 
and just go dormant," he said. "We find it is 
more ecological to do this." 

Because Buffalo Grove's watering restric-
tions are new, the village has the added job 
of informing people about the rules while 
they police the neighborhoods.  

Inspector Bill Means said he has found 
most people complying with the watering In Wheeling, the normal daily water con- limits. 

While some Deerfield, Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling officials called the last two weeks 
of June a "drought," none of them compared 
the hot, dry conditions to the summer of 
1988. 

Water usage in late June rose dramatically 
in the three villages, but officials said most 
residents complied with watering restrictions 
which eliminate watering from noon to 6 
p.m. 

AIL All of them agreed that their village's 
daily water consumption was on the high 
side during the past month. 

Water usage in Buffalo Grove rose to 9.4 
million gallons on June 27. While that is the 
highest number of gallons pumped on any 
given day this year, it is not a village record. 
Public Works Director Greg Boysen said the 
village pumped a daily high of 10.6 million 
gallons in 1988. 

Cti-11LA B;--  
STAFF WRITERlS y- 

Park Community Service Officers Stacy Williams, left, and Francisco Cortez patrol Heritage Park in Wheeling. This is the first year the 
Daily Herald Photo/Mark Welsh community service officers have used bikes to get around the parks. 

Villages examine fireworks for improvements 
1-7-6 through donations sent into the vil-

lage with water bill payments. 
In Buffalo Grove, about 4,000 

people saw the fireworks from 
three different locations, including 
- for the first time - the Rotary 
Village Green. 

But Village President Sidney 
Mathias, who watched the fire-
works from Rotary Village Green, 
said the view "wasn't quite as _At 
good" as the view from Willow 
Stream Park or the village cam-
pus, which are closer to the site 
where the fireworks are shot up 
into the air. 

"Next year we will have to shoot 
them higher or move them," he 
said. But overall Mathias said the 
fireworks program went smoothly. 
"Everybody clapped," he said. 
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main stage at St. Joseph the Work-
er Church's Familyfest. 

"The music was not received on 
the end by the park," said Abrus-
cato. "Next year we will try and do 
something different. Maybe use 
two generators and have someone 
come out and broadcast from the 
park too." 

Despite the problem with the 
music, Abruscato said the show 
was the best ever. 

"Some people commented that 
our grand finale was better than 
the one in Chicago Wednesday 
night," she said. 

The Fourth of July Committee is 
still about $400 short of its fund-
raising goal. Abruscato is confi-
dent the money can be raised 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Fireworks shows in Buffalo 
Grove and Wheeling went off with-
out any major hitches Thursday, 
but officials from both villages 
cited improvements that could 
make the shows even more spec-
tacular next year. 

In Wheeling, where about 10,000 
people gathered in three locations 
to watch the show, music accom-
panied the fireworks for the first 
time in several years. 

Judy Abruscato, a member of 
the Fourth of July Committee, 
said people viewing the fireworks 
from Heritage Park, 222 S. Wolf 
Road, could not hear the music 
which was broadcast from the 
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Wheeling trustees Monday night derstanding why now they don't 
looked at ways to make it easier for meet village codes. 
residents to improve their property. "To tell them you don't conform, 

However, they learned from Mi- they react negatively," she said. 
chael Klitzke, director of community "How you get over that, I don't 
development, that there were no know." 
simple solutions. 

While trustees often look at ways 
to improve village procedures, re-
cent complaints from residents 
prompted an examination of what 
homeowners must go through to Trustee Judy Abruscato said that, 
make what they perceive to be sim- at times, all the paper work involved 
ple improvements to their property in making a change can confuse resi-
such as building garages, fences and dents and suggested they be provid- 
room additions. ed with a checklist that could help 

Klitzke told the board that it takes them follow the process. 
about six weeks for the average resi-
dent to get approval for his changes. 

And he said that because village 
codes have changed, many of the 
owners of homes in older subdivi- 
sions must get zoning variations be- But Klitzke said that his depart- 
fore any changes to their property ment takes each person on an indi- 
can be made. vidual basis and a checklist would be 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz more confusing. 

But Klitzke said his department 
tries to explain the procedure to 
each person who comes to him with 
a request to help them understand. 

"Would it be too much of a prob-
lem to have a checklist to give resi-
dents a little extra push that 
wouldn't detain things?" she asked. 
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Wheeling trustees try to simplify Finance directors plan 
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oovement paper trail 
ci/ to keep deducting tax 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

said that one problem is that resi- 
dents who have lived in the village 
for 30 or more years have trouble un- 

Residents of the Village of 
Wheeling will be able to dial 911 for 
emergencies on July 24, now that 
the Illinois Commerce Commis-
sion has given final approval to the 
system. 

And a group of Eagle Boy Scouts 
are helping village officials get the 
word out. 

"Over the weekend, we had Ea-
gle Scouts passing out information 
to apartment complexes and busi-
nesses," said Deputy Police Chief 
J. Michael Hermes. "They have 
been a big help." 

Hermes said a brochure explain-
ing what constitutes a 911 emer-
gency will be mailed to village res- 

Hermes said it is difficult to 
predict how many prank phone 
calls the village will receive on the 
911 number after the system is up 
and running. He said all the police 
department can do is wait and see 
what happens. 

There will be several training 
sessions for adults and children. 
Once school begins, the police de-
partment will give educational 
programs to help children learn to 
use the system. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said he does not foresee 
any problems with meeting the 
target date now that testing of the 
system has been completed. 

In Wheeling, Finance Director Robert Fial- --
kowski said he also is extending the sur-
charge, even if the state hasn't yet. 

"Basically, we're just going on the track 
record of the state. The odds are that the 
surcharge will get continued and made retro-
active," Fialkowski said. "It is safer to be 
over withholding than under withholding." 

Fialkowki said that Wheeling deducts 
approximately $7,400 in state income taxes 
from employees' paychecks every two weeks. 
He said about $1,240 of that goes toward the 
surcharge. 

Illinois Bell and police radio 
dispatchers called select business- 
es and residences, asking them to 
call back dialing 911. They then 
checked to be sure the correct ad- 
dress and phone number automati- 
cally came up on the computer. All 
other numbers were checked from 
the phone company's headquar- 
ters. 

Anderson said the seven-digit 
emergency number for the fire de- 
partment will remain in service. 

"People living outside the vil- 
lage limits who get Wheeling Fire 
Department service will still have 
to call 537-2121," he said. 

The number will also be there 
for people who don't know they can 
dial 911 or people who forget. 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH • idents in their first phone bill after 
Daily Herald Staff Writer July 24. • • 

By B. H. MERENS 7—/' STAFF WRITER 
C,L -r pe_ 

Even though the Mato income tax sur-
charge ceased to exist on July 1, employers 
should continue deducting it from their 
employee's paychecks, according to the Illi-
nois Department of Revenue. 

The state legislature is expected to pass an 
extension of the tax which increases the 
state tax from 2.5 percent to 3 percent of an 
employee's gross pay. 

"We are confident that the (tax will be 
passed) and that it will be made retroactive," 
said Revenue Department Spokesman Kevin 
Johnson. "We are still recommending to 
employers to deduct at the 3 percent rate. As 
long as there are bills pending on the floor, 
we think a company's strongest position is to 
withhold at three percent." 

While most people don't notice the extra 
withholding from their regular paycheck, the 
state collects about $25 million additional tax 
dollars from the surcharge every two weeks, 
Johnson said. 

The battle downstate concerns how to dis-
tribute the $650 million to $700 million sur-
charge dollars collected annually and 
whether or not it will become permanent. 

Spokesmen at the villages of Buffalo 
Grove and Wheeling said they are taking the 

state's advice and continuing to deduct the 
surcharge as if it never expired. 

"We are staying at (the) three percent 
(rate) because we don't have any direction 
from the state," said Buffalo Grove Finance 
Director William Brimm. "We're concerned 
that if it does pass, and we think it will pass, 
that it will be made retroactive to July 1. 
We're hoping that by the time we run a pay-
roll in two weeks, that this problem will be 
resolved." 

Brimm said that Buffalo Grove withholds 
approximately $5,500 of state income taxes 
every two weeks. Just under $1,000 of those 
monies feed the income tax surcharge, he, 
said. 

VVheeling's 911 service to begm July 24 
/6-cl  I 

Arbor Court Apartments to get playground 
BY JOHN CHASE 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

Children living in a Dundee Road 
apartment complex will not have to 
go far to swing and climb a jungle 
gym, now that Wheeling Plan Com-
missioners unanimously approved 
construction of a playground at the 
complex. 

Commissioners agreed with Arbor 
Court Apartments owner Lawrence 
Floria, that a playground would en- 

hance life for the many children who 
live in the 78-unit complex. 

"This is something that we really 
need," Floria said. "It will be a big 
asset to the community." 

The playground will be located at 
the southwest corner of the interior 
parking lot of the complex. It will be 
about 21 feet by 36 feet in size, ac-
cording to Floria. 

Floria said the playground will be 
designed for children between the 
ages of 3 and 10 and will be able to  

accommodate about 100 to 120 chil-
dren. 

He said the closest park is at Whit-
man Elementary School, 133 S. Wille 
Ave., about two or three blocks 
away, and that it was made mainly 
for children over the age of 10. 

Some commissioners were wor-
ried about older children hanging out 
in the park after it is closed. 

But Floria said the area is well 
lighted and that it is a place where 
residents could easily watch for any  

possible troublemakers. 
"The people living in the corner 

(of the apartment complex) 
wouldn't stand for that for too long," 
said Mark Janeck, Wheeling village 
planner. 

He said this is the best spot for the 
playground because tenants will be 
able to keep an eye on it. 

The area used to be used for late 
night soccer games which bothered 
the residents, according to Floria. 
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Patricia Drewes, left, Wheeling's new village clerk, gets some 
pointers from Lois Gafke, the former clerk and now village 
trustee. 

911 
the 911 system either. 

People who can use the 
911 service, actually are call-
ing Indiana, Boller said. 

When someone in Wheel-
ing calls 911, the call is 
relayed through an Indianap-
olis-based computer to the 
Wheeling Police and Fire 
Departments. 

A data base is searched 
and a computer screen at the 
police department immedi-
ately calls up the name, 
address and phone number of 
the residence or office where 
the 911 call comes from. 

"By the time we pick up 
the phone, the information is 
there," Boller said. 

The police department has 
seven 911 lines and estab-
lished the system at a cost of 
more than $100,000, Boller 
explained. 

Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
officials, looking to Springfield to 
speed land purchases for Pal-
Waukee Airport improvements, 
were dealt a blow Tuesday. 

A Senate conference committee 
dropped language from a House 
bill that would have enabled the 
municipalities, which jointly own 
the airport, to acquire private land 
near the airport without first 
settling on a price. 

Ed Rotchford, the mayor of 
Prospect Heights, said he was 
"amazed" that the amendment 
failed to survive. 

Sheila Schultz, village president 
of Wheeling, said: "This is very 
urgent. This involves a dangerous 
intersection that needs im-
provement." 

The Northwest Municipal Con- 

ference, on behalf of the two com-
munities, had lobbied for the 
"Quick Take" amendment at-
tached to House Bill 1254. The 
bill is unrelated to the airport. 

The amendment would have al-
lowed Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights to move more quickly in 
acquiring land needed to move the 
intersection of Wolf and Hintz 
Roads in Wheeling. 

Wolf Road is to curve west and 
Hintz Road is to move slightly 
north to provide a buffer safety 
zone around Runway 16-34. 

The amendment would allow 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights to 
buy land at fair market value to 
move the project forward. Any 
disagreement over price would be 
settled in court later. 

ck1c,0 0 i‘, ll 
Pal-Waukee renovation pians 
suffer setback in Springfield 

By B. H. MERENS 
7-;  STAFF 

Pat Drewes was s dent 
council president of her 
nursing school class at 
Columbus Hospital 25 years 
ago. Today, she has returned 
to the business of govern-
ment as Wheeling's Village 
Clerk. 

"I'm in a service profes-
sion," Drewes, a registered 
nurse, said. "I believe in giv-
ing something back to my 
community. It may sound 
corny but it ,s a nhilosophy 
that I grew up with." 

Drewes, a Wheeling resi-
dent for almost two decades, 
spent two years on the Vil-
lage's Ethics '-mmittee. 
Otherwise her • nvolvement 
with the village government 
has been minimal. 

"I am looking forward to 
becoming more knowiedge-
able (about village govern-
ment). We've bee. i here for 
19 years and a to,: has hap-
pened. I get to see how it is 
done now," she said. 

Drewes replaces Lois 
Gafke who won a village 
trustee seat in April. 

She said she'll be "jump-
ing in feet first-  to get 
started in her new post. 

"There's no other way. 
There's no class to take. It is  

the only way to do this job," 
Drewes said. "I think that 
(in) most of the ventures 
that I've been involved in, 
I've jumped in feet first." 

Drewes was sworn in as 
clerk on July 1 but doesn't 
officially take office until 
August 1. She said that due 
to prior commitments, she'll 
take over in a full capacity 
by September 1. 

The clerk assists the vil-
lage president with his/her 
duties, attends village board 
meetings and takes the min-
utes and maintains the vil-
lage records. 

In addition to village 
board meetings, the clerk 
attends all Liquor Control 
Commission, Emergency 
Telephone Systems (911), 
and budget meetings. The 
clerk also attends quarterly 
meetings of the Fire Pension 
Board. 

The village clerk is usu-
ally seen but not heard at 
village board meetings. 
Drewes said she won't stray 
from that role, at least not at 
first. 

"I will just try to be quiet 
and learn as much as I can," 
she said, explaining that she 
is interested in handicapped, 
senior citizens and chil-
dren's issues. 

• 

Village's clerk 
jumps ,ilAt9 job 

Wheeling 
By B. H. MERENS 

STAFF_Vlap_ 

After a two-year Manning 
process, Wheeling welcomes 
its 911 emergency phone sys-
tem service on July 24. 

Village officials have pro-
claimed the week of July 
22-28 as "Enhanced 911 
Week" to let citizens know 
that help is only three digits 
away. 

"For any fire, police or 
ambulance emergency, (peo-
ple can) call 911," said Linda 
Boller, Communications 
Supervisor for the Wheeling 
Police Department. "The 
number was designed to be 
easily dialed, even in the 
dark." 

Boller said people are 
asked not to put the emer- 

welcomes 
c-7/  

gency number on' speed-
dial system. That defeats the 
purpose of the three-digit 
number and young children 
can accidently push the 
emergency number button, 
Boller said. 

The communications 
supervisor stressed that peo-
ple can still use the seven 
digit emergency numbers 
537-2131 (police) and 537-2121 
(fire) and said that in certain 
locations people won't have 
any choice. 

People in unincorporated 
areas of Wheeling Township 
initially won't be part of the 
village's 911 service, Boller 
said. She added that people 
in the area of Prospect 
Heights served by the Wheel-
ing Fire Department and car 
phones currently can't access 

• SUBURBAN REPORT 

Palwaukee to pay $5,400 for wiring plan 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Airport Commission-
ers voted Wednesday to spend up 
to $5,400 to have an engineering 
firm draw up plans for new electri-
cal wiring at the airport's adminis-
trative offices. 

Last month, commissioners ex-
pressed concern about the cost and 
asked Airport Manager Fred E. 
Stewart to have an electrician look 
at the buildings' wiring to see if the 
job could be done without the help 
of the airport's engineering firm, 
Crawford, Murphy and Tilly Inc. 
of Aurora. 

Stewart said an electrician esti-
mated it would cost about $4,000 to 
put an additional circuit board in  

at Hangar One, where the airport 
staff works and maintenance 
equipment is stored. 

"The building has been here 
since the early 1930s," Stewart 
said. 

"Another panel would solve the 
problem of popping circuit break-
ers, but it would be adding another 
mess to the mess that is already 
there," he said. 

Stewart said an increase in staff 
and the amount of electronic 
equipment used in the office has 
led to circuit breakers popping on 
an average of three times a week. 

"There will be selective areas 
without power," he said, adding 
that work in progress on comput-
ers is often lost. 

In 1988, when the Village of 
Wheeling and the City of Prospect 
Heights took over ownership of the 
airport from Priester Aviation, 
Stewart was the only employee. 

Now there are five people who 
work in the office and four addi- 
tional maintenance employees. 

Under the agreement, the engi- 
neering firm will draw plans and 
specifications that airport officials 
can use to get competitive bids for 
the project. 

"I feel bad spending $5,400 on 
someone to tell us what to do in-
stead of someone to do it," said 
Commissioner Nicholas Helmer. 
"But we do not have a choice." 

Stewart said there is $20,000 in 
this year's budget to begin rewir-
ing the building 



Calling the Wheeling police or 
fire department to report an 
emergency becomes easier to-
day now that the village's En-
hanced 911 system is up and 
running. 

And village officials are urg-
ing residents not to call the 
number just to make sure it 
works. 

"The system has been test-
ed," said Deputy Police Chief J. 
Michael Hermes. "People do 
not need to call 911 to make sure 
it works." 

The system automatically 
provides dispatchers with a 
caller's address and phone 
number, allowing them to trace 
calls that sometimes last only a 
few seconds. 

Police and Fire department 
officials, hoping to avoid as 
many prank calls as possible, 
are also asking parents to edu-
cate their children about when 
to dial 911. 

Residents air Lexington Commons concerns 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Village Board.  
1- went to the people Monday for a 

meeting at the Lexington Com-
mons subdivision to hear concerns 
and answer questions. 

Representatives from the police, 
fire, operation and maintenance, 
and community development de-
partments also were on hand. 

Robert Gray, director of opera-
tions and maintenance, did most of 
the talking - answering questions 
on topics ranging from snow re-
moval to street maintenance. 

But the proposed Lake-Cook 
Road widening also was discussed. 
Residents had questions about 

when and whether the widening 
would take place, but village offi-
cials offered no timeline. 

While residents thanked trustees 
for their efforts in getting a stop-
light installed at the intersection of 
Lexington Avenue and McHenry 
Road, they asked the police de-
partment to watch for speeders us-
ing Lexington Avenue as a cut 
through to Lake-Cook Road. 

Deputy Police Chief Gary 
O'Rourke said the department has 
stepped up its patrol of the street, 
but he told residents that 80 per-
cent of the tickets issued over the 
past several months have been to 
residents of the 564-unit town 
house complex. 

Some residents asked if it was 

possible to close the street to 
through traffic during peak rush 
hours. 

"To attempt to limit that would 
be very difficult," said Village At-
torney James Rhodes. 

And because only 20 percent of 
the speeders would be handled by 
closing the roadway, O'Rourke 
suggested stepped-up enforcement 
of the 30 mile per hour speed limit 
would be the best way to handle 
the problem. 

"Heavy periodic enforcement 
seems to slow them down," he 
said. 

Village trustees occasionally 
hold their meetings in the clu-
bhouses of multi-unit complexes as 
a way of getting residents to voice 
their concerns. 

New 911 system 
braces or pranks 
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BY BONN! BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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Buffalo Grove, Wheeling try 
to meet on middle ground 

(g. --7- 
By BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Village President Sheila 
H. Schultz said Tuesday that Buffalo 
Grove's resolution stating it will not 
sue Wheeling without first attempt-
ing to reach a settlement is good in 
principle, but she is not ready to pro-
pose a similar ordinance to Wheeling 
trustees. 

Buffalo Grove trustees passed the 
resolution Monday night. 

It is subject to passage of a similar 
resolution by Wheeling and is not 
binding if a meeting cannot be ar-
ranged after one week of trying. 

"Communication is never a prob-
lem," Schultz said. "But I'm not 
sure how our attorney will react to 
promising to meet before litigation." 

Shultz said because the decision to 
file suit is often discussed in closed 
session, it would not be advanta-
geous to publicly discuss the lawsuit 
before filing it. 

"This is a nice gesture," she said. 
"We will look at what they want us to 
do (pass a resolution) but we will al-
ways respond to a request for a  

meeting." 
Buffalo Grove Village President 

Sidney H. Mathias said he chose 
Wheeling as one of three communi-
ties to work on improving relation-
ships with because the two villages 
are currently involved in litigation 
over annexation of a parcel of land 
at the northeast corner of Lake-Cook 
and Weiland roads. 

Wheeling filed that suit earlier this 
year when Buffalo Grove annexed 
the land after it had already been an-
nexed by Wheeling and zoned com-
mercial. 

The lawsuit is still in its early stag-
es with both parties appearing be-
fore the judge for a progress report 
in early October. 

"I don't see how Wheeling can re-
solve this without litigation," Schultz 
said of the property dispute. "And it 
is premature to meet about what will 
go on that property because the 
owner does not have any plans to de-
velop it." 

She said that Wheeling, even with-
out an ordinance, is committed to 
meeting with Buffalo Grove "when-
ever the need arises." 

Wheeling toughens 
rules for tax breaks 

a-71  
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff  Writer 

It may be tougher for businesses 
wishing to relocate to Wheeling to 
get a tax break, now that trustees 
have approved a tighter set of crite-
ria for a property tax exemption giv-
en by Cook County. 

Theodore J. Mau, president of Cir-
cuit Service Inc., expressed surprise 
last May when trustees rejected his 
request for the exemption, saying 
the building at 333 Aice St., did not 
meet the county's definition of an 
abandoned building. 

The exemption, which gives manu-
facturers up to a 50 percent reduc-
tion in their property taxes for eight 
years, is meant to encourage reloca-
tion to Cook County. It is given to 
companies that construct new build-
ings or renovate abandoned ones. 

Mau has since moved into the 
building, which stood vacant for two 
years, but village officials wanted to 
make sure the requirements are 
clear for future companies looking to 
get the exemption. 

Under the new set of guidelines, a 
building must not only be vacant but 
blighted, said Village Manager Craig 
G: Anderson. 

"The goal is to build new or to re-
novate a building that is not in the 
best of shape and make it usable as a 
manufacturing building," he said. 

While the county has final say over 
whether or not the exemption is 
granted, Anderson said it very rare-
ly approves an application that has 
been denied by the village. 

Anderson said the tougher regula-
tions were favored because the ex-
emption gives manufacturers such a 
big break. 

"It is a substantial reduction in 
what they are assessed at," he said. 
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ously approved by trustees, despite 
objections from village staff. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said he objected to putting the 
lights so close to a nearby residential 
area, but representatives of the cen-
ter, at 3316 Schoenbeck Road, said 
the lighting would be covered by 

landscaping and would not bother 
residents. 

After learning the lights would be 
turned off by 10 p.m. and was needed 
to help make the entrance and exit to 
the center more visible after dark, 
trustees approved the plan. 

Buffalo Grove and Wheeling are 
hoping to settle their lawsuit over a 
piece of property along Lake Cook 
Road within 30 to 60 days, said 
Buffalo Grove President Sidney 
Mathias. After that, he said, he 
hopes Buffalo Grove and its neigh-
bors will talk before they sue. 

Earlier this year, after both 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove 
claimed the same parcel of land 
north of Lake Cook Road, 
Wheeling sued. But Mathias said at 
a Village Board meeting Monday 
that an end was in sight. 

"We are in the process of talking 
and making proposals," Mathias 
said of the suit with Wheeling. 
"We don't want to keep paying the 
legal fees." 

In the future, three resolutions 
proposed by Mathias and adopted 
by the Buffalo Grove Board of 
Trustees on Monday may help 
keep those legal fees down. 

The resolutions promise that 
Buffalo Grove will not sue 
Wheeling, Lincolnshire or 
Riverwoods without first calling a 
meeting between Mathias and the 
respective village presidents to try 
to iron out any differences. 

Buffalo Grove already has a mu-
tual agreement with Long Grove to 
talk first and sue later. The new 
resolutions will not go into effect 
until the other villages reciprocate. 

"We've had too much litigation 
and too little communication," 
Mathias said. "In my experience as 
an attorney, once you know some- 

one, it's more difficult to litigate." 
Wheeling President Sheila 

Schultz said she agrees "in spirit" 
with the resolutions. "All parties, 
not just municipalities," she said, 
"should try to solve differences 
without litigation." 

Long Grove and Buffalo Grove 
dropped lawsuits against each other 
after officials sat down and talked, 
Mathias said. He hopes that talks 
with Wheeling could achieve the 
same result. 

"I met twice with Schultz," he 
said. "I am not as interested in get-
ting the land as I am in having a 
say in what is done with it." 

Schultz said Wheeling is aware of 
Buffalo Grove's concerns, but will 
not give up land that she says her 
village annexed first. 

Buffalo Grove, Wheeling near 
accord on land-dispute lawsuit 
By Doug Caruso 

Wheeling t 
,  

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

Childrens' Center 
hired or SW 3_7  _9  ( lighting approved 

Whee ing village trustees voted to 
pay $3,400 to a Northbrook engineer-
ing firm for the design and construc-
tion supervision of three sidewalks. 

Gewalt Hamilton Associates, Inc. 
will design sidewalks for Wheeling 
Road at the branch fire station, 
Hintz Road along the VIP Apart-
ments' frontage and Hintz Road west 
of Route 83. 

Officials expect the sidewalk con-
struction, part of the village's five-
year capital improvement plan, to 
cost around $30,000 and be complet-
ed by the end of October. 

Tax exemption 
rules tightened 

Trustees passed a tighter set of 
criteria for a property tax exemp-
tion given by Cook County to busi-
nesses locating in the village. 

The exemption, which gives 
manufactures up to 50 percent re-
duction in their property taxes for 
eight years, is meant to encourage 
the construction of new buildings or 
the renovation of abandoned ones. 

Under the new set of guidelines 
passed by trustees, a building must 
not only be vacant but blighted to 
qualify for the exemption. 

Airport office 
electrical work OK'd 

Sidewalk engineers 

Horizons Childrens' Center 
received permission from trustees to 
install lights with a new sign previ- 

c offenders can bypass court 
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Trustees went along with the rec-
ommendation of the Palwaukee Mu-
nicipal Airport Commission and 
agreed to pay an engineering firm 
$5,400 to prepare plans and specifica-
tions for the repair of the electrical 
system at the airport's administra-
tive offices in Hangar 1. 

The electrical work is needed be-
cause the original wiring no longer 
adequately serves the growing staff 
and increasing amount of electical 
equipment used in the hangar. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Motorists ticketed by Wheeling po-
lice for minor traffic violations will 
be able to avoid going to court under 
an ordinance passed by trustees. 

With passage of the ordinance this 
week, the village joins several neigh-
boring communities — including 
Schaumburg, Arlington Heights, 
Palatine and Hanover Park — that 
have agreed to a plan formulated by 
Chief Judge James A. Geocaris of 
the Circuit Court District 3, to re-
duce the amount of time judges 
spend hearing traffic cases. 

Under the program, motorists 
ticketed for minor traffic violations 

o, 

will have three options to save them-
selves a trip to court. 

They can plead guilty and pay a 
fine; plead guilty, register for traffic 
school and court supervision and pay 
a fine; or plead not guilty and re-
quest a trial date. 

In the past, motorists have had to 
appear before a judge to request su-
pervision and traffic school. If a mo-
torist pleads guilty and gets court su-
pervision, the violation does not ap-
pear on his record. 

The fine depends on the type of vi-
olation and is the same amount as 
the fine that would be handed out by 
a judge. 

"The system is designed to benefit 
motorists, municipalities and the  

court," said Wheeling Police Chief 
Michael F. Haeger. "Everbody con-
tests a traffic citation, this is de-
signed to alleviate the imposition on 
the court and motorists." 

Motorists will also be able to settle 
violations that require them to take 
some action — such as fixing a bro-
ken tail light, purchasing a city 
sticker or license plate sticker —
without a court appearance. 

Under the plan, motorists will 
have to show they have complied 
with the law and pay a fine of $20. 

Wheeling police issued 1,822 tick-
ets for non-hazardous violations last 
year. Deputy Police Chief Gary D. 
O'Rourke said many of those viola-
tions fall under the new plan. 
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Ilona I. Tauber, 46, of Morton Grove weeks to see if motorists have 
were killed after Koch's car crossed slowed down as a result of the 
the center lane and struck Tauber's. stepped-up speed limit enforcement. 

In an effort to slow down motorists Fire department personnel had to "If it means saving a life we're 
on Milwaukee Avenue, Wheeling po- remove both drivers from their cars. prepared to stay indefinitely," he 
lice officers have written more than Deputy Police Chief Gary said. 
175 speeding tickets along the O'Rourke said witnesses reported And he said he will also ask the Illi- 
stretch of the roadway within village Koch was going "well over the speed nois Department of Transportation 
limits since July 27. limit" when he crossed over into the to consider dropping the speed limit 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger northboUnd lanes and struck Tauber. along the much-traveled roadway. 
said a special detail team has spent "We are going to slow Milwaukee "We are dealing with a stretch of 
four hours a day since July 27 moni- Avenue down," said Haeger. "And roadway in which the speed limit is 
toring car speeds along the stretch of we are going to ask Prospect Heights 40 to 45 mph," he said. "People are 
road where seven traffic accidents and the county to help us." going 55 or 65. It doesn't have many 
with fatalities occurred in five years. Haeger said he did not know how stop lights, there are lots of drive- 

The special detail was partially long the special detail would be post- ways and no left-turn lanes. 
= .E prompted by a July 25 accident in ed along Milwaukee Avenue. He said "The road was designed years ago • o (1)  

C1) Sr ro which two people were killed. the department would conduct traf- to handle a much different type of 

E 
0 3 0 John E. Koch, 23, of Palatine, and fic studies in the next couple of traffic," he added. 
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Census infor ation: useful or not? F 
The second round of 
figures from the 1990 
Census are out, painting a 
broad stroke portrait of 
each village. Finer strokes 
will be added in 1992 when 
data on education, labor 
force, income and work 
trips are released. But 
some officials debate the 
usefulness of all this 
information. 

By 8. H. MERENS 
STAFF WRITER 

The U.S. Census Bureau 
has released another round 
of numbers on Buffalo 
Grove, Wheeling and Long 
Grove that is sure to give 
some village planners 
enough statistics to keep 
them busy for weeks to 
come. 

Buried in the eight pages 
of tables that make up 
"Summary File Tape 1," the 
Most detailed release from 
the 1990 census so far, is 
data that will serve as a  

guide for som communities 
to track population and 
housing trends, for others 
the need for minority ser-
vices and demands on local 
education systems. 

But village officials differ 
on just how useful all the 
census data is. 

Some think the informa-
tion is next to useless, while 
other say it is so over-
whelming they will spend a 
decade digesting it. 

"There's no reason to use 
(the census information) 
from our point of view. I 
just buried it," said Long 
Grove Village Manager D.M. 
"Cal" Doughty. "None of 
that information is indige-
nous to what we do. I'd be 
surprised if anybody in this 
area uses it to any great 
extent. " 

Doughty said he read the 
data and prepared a brief 
memo for the Long Grove 
Board of Trustees. He added 
that they didn't question 
him about the information. 

But Doughty's views on 
the census data are no, 
shared by officials in Wheel-
ing and Buffalo Grove. 

"We will try to use it to 
develop housing needs in 
the community" said Buf-
falo Grove Village Planner 
Robert Pfeil. "It will be 
used as a guide. We know 
there is a lot of interest in 
senior citizen housing." 

Pfeil also said that area 
developers and village 
departments such as the 
police frequently request 
information that is easily 
extracted from the census 

RELATED STORIES 
PAGES 7, 8 & 9 

data. Requests also come 
from area school and library 
districts, he said. 

The Northeastern Illinois 
Planning Commission 
breaks out different "tracts" 
of information from the U.S. 
Census and makes it avail-
able to area communities 
which request it. Tracts can 
also be requested for areas 
as specific as a neighbor-
hood, or a section of town. 
At that level, the census can 
serve as a valuable tool for 
studying community charac- 

teristics. 
The latest village-wide 

census data addressed popu-
lation, race and age break-
downs, in addition to 
housing and family charac-
teristics. 

"The basic household 
size is important (informa-
tion to us). It helps us esti-
mate our basic population 
on an ongoing basis," Pfeil 
said. "It is useful stuff. It is 
not something that we put 
on a shelf and ignore." 

Pfeil noted that Buffalo 
Grove has 'built itself out 
but that census information 
will help the village as the 
community ages and is re-
developed. 

"The census information 
gives people an idea of the 
direction the village has 
gone in over the last ten 
years - good or bad," said 
Wheeling Village Planner 
Mark Janeck. "It is a mas-
sive information base. It is 
almost too big to deal with. 
Some of the (numbers) are 
helpful. Some are not." 

The information helps 
Wheeling determine future 
service demands for sewer  

and water, Janeck 
explained. 

He said that the census 
information also helps 
developers decide whether 
or not there is any more 
building to be done in a 
given community. 

"If there was no census, 
we'd be compiling the num-
bers ourselves," Janeck 
said. "The information will 
be used in our comprehen-
sive plan and for the next 
ten years." 

At the Northeastern Illi-
nois Planning Commission, 
Associate Planner Mary 
Cele Smith said census 
information aids her agency 
in forecasting. 

"There is nothing else 
quite like it. It is the most 
comprehensive document 
out there," Smith said. "It's 
critical for all public and 
private decision-making. 
Every marketing firm -
every government wants as 
much detail as they can 
get." 

Wheeling census profile 
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Total Population 
Male 
Female 

Race 
White 
Black 
Hispanic 
Other 

Age 
1-20 
21-49 
50+ 

Avg. household size 

Housing values 
$199,000-under 
$2" 000-499,000 

,.00+ 

Total housing units 
Single family 
Apts/Condos  

1980 1990 %change 
23,266 29,911 
11,537 14,610 
11,729 15,301 

22,121 26,955 +22 
188 504 +168 

1,282 2,508 +96 
957 1,376' +172 

-24 
+53 
+59 

2.6 3.03 +17 

N/A 5,367 N/A 
N/A 351 N/A 
N/A 4 N/A 

9,038 12,998 +44 
N/A 6,498 N/A 
N/A 6,500 N/A 
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+29 
+27 
+30 

7,505 
11,991 
3,770 

7,356 
16,576 

5,979 

Marital status 
Single 
Separated 
Divorced 
Widowed 
Married 

MALE FEMALE 
2,540 2,096 

118 116 
546 922 
95 682 

5,617 5,555  

MALE FEMALE 
3,407 2,912 

158 167 
908 1,515 
223 1,142 

6,814 6,679 



Police officials call for praise of enhanced 911 system Wheeling police: 
be wary of scams 

Enhanced 911: Where it stands in the Northwest suburbs 

Expected start Town 

Hoffman Estates 
Mount Prospect 
Palatine 
Prospect Heights 
Rolling Meadows 
Schaumburg 
Streamwood 
Wheeling 

6 i-1/ 
3Y TRISH LICHTENSTEIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

You've fallen and you really can't 
get up. 

But your 4-year-old child remem-
bers how to dial that life-saving 
number — 911, and within minutes 
the paramedics are at your house. 

A hypothetical scene? To Schaum-
burg police and paramedics it is a 
prime example of how important the 
enhanced 911 emergency system can 
be in a crisis situation. 

Last November, Schaumburg be-
came the first community in Cook 
and Lake counties to initiate the 
state-of-the-art system. Barrington 
and Wheeling followed, and within 
the next few months, most other 

Continued from Page 1 

dispatchers the address, including 
apartment number, and telephone 
number of each incoming call, and in 
some cases, the caller's name. In 
Schaumburg, if the call comes from 
Woodfield Mall, the display shows 
from what entrance the call was 
made. 

"I can't believe we didn't have this 
sooner," said Susan LaDore, 
Schaumburg's supervisory commu-
nications officer. "We've got it now 
and we think it's great." 

It's not difficult to see the obvious 
benefits of the system. People pan-
icked in an emergency sometimes  

Town 

Arlington Heights 
Barrington 
Barrington Hills 
South Barrington 
Bartlett 
Buffalo Grove 
Des Plaines 
Elk Grove Village 
Hanover Park 

can't remember their address or 
telephone number. Other times, 
callers don't know exactly where 
they are, or some young children 
may not know their addresses. 
Tracking that information can take a 
dispatcher up to 10 minutes, which in 
an emergency could mean that 
somebody might die. 

"The most significant aspect is it 
reduces by more than 50 percent the 
time to obtain vital information such 
as phone numbers and addresses," 
said Linda Luehring, support ser-
vices coordinator for Rolling Mead-
ows Police Department. "Some-
times it would take up five, 10 min-
utes to determine where a child  

lives. This way, no matter what 
they're able to tell us, we're able to 
get help to them immediately." 

About two weeks after Wheeling's 
911 system went on line, a man who 
tried to overdose and kill himself 
called, said Linda Boller, communi-
cations supervisor at Wheeling. He 
changed his mind and hung up be-
fore he told the dispatcher where he 
was, but thanks to the enhanced sys-
tem, police immediately went to the 
address on the screen and rushed the 
man to the hospital. 

Boller said the system is especial-
ly important for Wheeling, which has 
a significant Hispanic population. 
When dispatchers are unable to un-
derstand a Spanish-speaking caller, 
the address and phone number still 
show up on the computer. 

After nine months on enhanced  

911, Schaumburg officials have 
found it invaluable. Although theil 
own system has not been credited 
with saving a life, yet, they know it's 
only a matter of time. 

During June, the Schaumburg po-
lice department handled 3,966 inci-
dents; most were generated by tele-
phone calls, Sgt. Ron Dutner said. 
During that same time last year, 
3,953 incidents were handled. 

There is no way yet to determine 
how many Schaumburg residents 
are calling 911, because records do 
not separate 911 incidents from calls 
that come through on the regular 
seven-digit number, Dutner said. 

However, Schaumburg officials 
and those in other towns will get 
what is called a Computer Aided 
Dispatch System within a few 
months. 

By B. H. MERENS 
STAEFAMTER 

It isn't a new s am but it 
still is effective and Wheeling 
Police Crime Prevention Offi-
cer Barb Kobishop wants to 
make sure it doesn't happen 
to you. 

It involves door-to-door 
home repair offers, known as 
"gypsy crimes". 

In late July, an elderly 
Wheeling resident who 
Kobishop refers to as "John," 
to protect his identity, was 
outside his house when a 
white pick-up truck stopped 
at his driveway and its driver 
offered to sealcoat "John's" 
driveway. 

"John" agreed to have the 
work done for $180 and then 
received a bill for $390 
because the job was more 
"involved" than originally 
expected. Kobishop said a 
legitimate driveway sealcoa-
ter would have charged $80 
for the same job. 

Kobishop said people who 
are going to hire a contractor 
to work on their home should 
do their homework first. The 
following consumer protec-
tion tips come from the Illi-
nois Attorney General's 
office: 

II Check the company's  

reputation. Contact your local 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Better Business Bureau. 

O Ask for references from 
satisfied customers and con-
tact them. 

II Find at least 3 contrac-
tors and get cost estimates 
before deciding on a firm. 

II Ask for a copy of the 
contractor's liability insur-
ance and find out if any on 
the job accidents are covered 
and what, if any, liability you 
would have if an accident 
were to occur on your prop-
erty. 

■ Never sign a vague con-
tract or one with blank 
spaces. Read the small print. 

11 Never allow a contractor 
to drive you to the bank to 
withdraw your money. 

■ Always pay for work 
with a check. 

■ Do not sign a certificate 
of completion and do not 
make final payment until all 
subcontractors have been 
paid and the work is done to 
your satisfaction. (Know who 
the subcontractors are). 

People can call their local 
police department or can 
write the Consumer Protec-
tion Div. of the Attorney 
General's Office, 100 W. Ran-
dolph St., Chicago, Ill. 60601. 
(312) 814-3000. 

Northwest suburban police depart-
ments also will be connected to the 
enhanced 911 emergency system. 

Rolling Meadows will hold a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony Monday, 
marking the start of its own en-
hanced 911 system. Later this 
month, members of the Northwest 
Central Dispatch System — Arling-
ton Heights, Buffalo Grove, Elk 
Grove Village, Mount Prospect, 
Palatine and Prospect Heights — 
also will join the system. Other 
Northwest suburban communities 
have plans to join by next summer. 

What's different about the en-
hanced system and the basic 911 sys-
tem is the feature that gives 

Late August 
On line 
September 
January 1992 
Sept. 15 
Late August 
Summer 1992 
Late August 
Sept. 15 

Source: Daily Herald survey 
of police departments 

Expected start 

Mid November 
Late August 
Late August 
Late August 
Aug. 12 
On line 
Sept. 11 
On line 

911: Wheeling credits system with saving life 
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Agrvt. 
Assault Burglary 

Elk Grove 1990 33,429 
Village	 1989 33,360 

% change +0.2 

O 14 31 235 1,071 80 13 
0 11 30 239 1,017 79 5 

+27.3 +3.3 -1.7 +5.3 +1.3 +160.0 

Hoffman 1990 46,561 
Estates 1989 44,881 

°A change +3.7 

O 10 38 266 1,220 95 7 
1 10 40 249 1,010 82 6 

- 100.0 -5.0 +6.8 +20.8 +15.9 +16.7 

135 
109 

+23.9 

4 
6 

-33.3 

294 
274 
+7.3 

1,382 
1,338 
+3.3 

12 36 
12 61 

- 41.0 

1 
0 

+100.0 

Mount 1990 53,170 
Prospect 1989 53,317 

cY0 change -0.3 

1 
12 

-91.7 

1,254 
1,093 
+14.7 

77 
77 

23 
24 

-4.2 

221 
198 

+11.6 

21 
11 

+91.0 

2 
0 

+200.0 

Palatine 1990 39,253 
1989 35,678 

% change +10.0 

Motor 
Larceny- Vehicle 

theft theft Arson 

153 13 
136 15 

+12.5 -13.3 

294 
328 

-10.4 

1,495 
1,507 
-0.8 

23 
21 

+9.5 

41 
51 

-19.6 

0 
2 

-200.0 

1990 53,223 
1989 55,690 

% change -4.4 

Des 
Plaines 

22 2 
30 0 

-26.7 +200.0 

80 650 
61 560 

+31.1 +16.1 

6 
7 

-14.3 

2 
3 

-33.3 

Buffalo 
Grove 

1990 36,427 0 
1989 32,165 0 

Wo change +13.3 

Arlington 1990 75,460 1 
Heights 1989 73,584 0 

• change +2.5 +100.0 

24 46 460 2,110 117 15 
26 48 480 1,920 158 26 
-7.7 -4.2 -4.2 +9.9 -25.9 -42.3 

525 16 4 
330 14 3 

+59.0 +14.3 +33.3 

132 
110 

+20.0 

8 
7 

+14.3 

30 
11 

+172.7 

2 
0 

+200.0 

Bartlett 1990 19,373 
1989 17,302 

°A) change +12.0 

Murder & 
Community Year Population manslaughter Robbery 

Hanover 1990 32,895 2 16 48 257 899 39 15 
Park 1989 31,744 0 16 59 215 948 38 6 

°A change +3.6 +200.0 -18.6 +19.5 -5.2 +2.6 +150.0 

Crime in Cook County 
"0 as 

X 0  
0 CD ,Ce) 

851 
742 

+14.7 

41,114 
37,615 
+9.3 

37,156 
31,588 
+17.6 

Chicago 1990 2,783,726 
1989 2,988,260 

% change -6.8 

742 
663 

+11.9 

143 
115 

+24.3 

38 
36 

+5.5 

7 
4 

+75.0 

29 5 
45 3 

-35.6 +66.7 

Wheeling 1990 29,911 0 
1989 28,492 0 

% change +5.0 

866 
714 

+21 3 

194 
201 
-3.5 

4 25 
4 24 

+4.2 

0 
2 

-200.0 

Streamwood 1990 30,987 
1989 26,370 

change +17.5 

19 2 
16 2 

+18.8 

309 
330 
-6.4 

61 
97 

-37.1 

2 
9 

-77.8 

17 
10 

+70.0 

1990 20,819 0 
1989 20,594 0 

% change +1.1 

Roselle 

309 
463 

-33.3 

127 
167 

-24.0 

7 
19 

-63.2 

25 
37 

-32.4 

33 4 
81 3 

-59.3 +33.3 

Prospect 1990 15,239 0 
Heights 1989 14,211 0 

(3/0 change +7.2 

64 7 
53 2 

+20.8 +250:0 

809 
743 
+8.9 

34 
42 

-19.0 

190 
213 

-10.8 

0 14 
O 7 

+100.0 

Rolling 1990 22,591 
Meadows 1989 21,869 

0/0 change +3.3 

Schaumburg 1990 68,586 
1989 64,923 

% change +5.6 

1 
0 

+100.0 

2,527 
2,245 
+12.6 

668 
575 

+16.2 

104 
92 

+13.0 

35 
27 

+29.6 

302 20 
285 11 
+6.0 +81.8 

34 3 
25 1 

+36.0 +200.0 

50 203 
51,580 
-2.7 

130,000 48,626 2,656 
130,153 43,898 2,558 
-0.1 +10.8 +3.8 

Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation  

Overalf, cnme decreases in Wheeling 
" e 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Percent 
Crime 1990 1989 Change 

(Population) 29,911 28,492 +5.0 
Murder & manslaughter 0 0 - 
Robbery 7 4 + 75.0 
Aggravated Assault 38 36 + 5.5 
Burglary 143 115 +24.3 
Larceny-theft 742 663 + 11.9 
Motor Vehicle theft 29 45 -35.6 
Arson 5 3 + 66.7 
Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Although the 1990 crime report re-
leased recently by the FBI shows an 
increase in some Wheeling crimes, 
the overall number of crimes report-
ed in the village was down slightly. 

The FBI report listed more serious 
crimes and while the increases 
amounted to significant percentages 
in some instances, the actual num-
ber of crimes was not all that sub-
stantial, according to Wheeling Dep-
juty Police Chief Gary D. O'Rourke. 

"We are talking small numbers," 
,he said. " A substantial percentage J 

+increase does not indicate a substan-
tial number of incidents." 

For instance, the largest percent-
age increase was in robbery -
jumping 75 percent. However seven 

iirobberies were committed in 1990 
compared to four in 1989. 14. 

O'Rourke said the FBI statistics 
L, are just one of the indicators the de-
partment uses when it looks for 

itrime trends or tries to pinpoint 
broblem areas in the village. 

t

"We evaluate a number of differ-
ent things in assessing, where re-
sources should be devoted," he said. 

Crime in 
Wheeling 

"Not just the reported crime index." 
He said the department looks at 

the crimes committed in the village 
on "at least a monthly basis." 

"We try to target offenses," he 
said. "If we can develop a pattern, 
we direct the patrol officers to do 
certain things. But there are some 
periodic flucuations up and down 
that are beyond anybody's control." 

The FBI report also showed bur-
glaries increasing to 143 in 1990 from 

115 in 1989. Larceny-theft increased 
to 742 from 663. However, motor ve-
hicle theft decreased from 45 to 29 in 
1990. 

But O'Rourke said there are areas 
of concern that the FBI report does 
not address. 

"We had 1,870 traffic accidents in 
1990 - 322 with injuries," he said. 
"In Wheeling we have more people 
injured in traffic accidents than in 
criminal offenses." _  
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Wheelin 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

• 

Deadly road prompts study _ 

lighting on the roadway." said IDOT District One Engi-
"We're waiting on the state neer James Slifer. 

Cl (-4- fzyL,-- ( Do to give us a survey of all the 
Although Wheeling police traffic. In the meantime, our 

patrols have stepped up goal is to slow it down." 
enforcement of speeding The area of biggest con- 
restrictions on Milwaukee cern is between Lake-Cook 
Avenue, Police Chief Michael and Palatine Roads, with the 
Haeger believes a larger scale most dangerous section that 
effort is needed to improve between Moors Ave. and Pal-
overall safety on the busy atine Road, Haeger said. 
road. Since July 28, more than 

In the past five years, 100 speeding tickets have 
there have been seven fatal been written by Wheeling 
traffic accidents on Milwau- police officers, many of them 
kee Avenue, some with mul- working overtime shifts to 
tiple fatalities. keep the patrols constant, 

One such accident, which Haeger said. 
occurred July 25, claimed the Additionally, the village 
lives of John E. Koch, 23, of has contacted the Illinois 
Palatine, and Ilona I. Tauber, Department of Transportation 
46, of Morton Grove. looking for answers and dol- 

"We've had a tremendous lars to make the road safer. 
number of injury accidents "We'll send our traffic peo- 
(on Milwaukee Avenue)," ple out to take a look at the 
Haeger said. "We're con- area to see if they can spot "It's their road. (We) want 
cerned about the road itself, anything that could be con- money for street lights," he 
the high speed (and) the tributing to the accidents," said. 

Wheeling deputy chief attends FBI Academy 

By B. H. MERENS 

STAFF WRITER 
He added that IDOT cur-

rently is studying an 
improvement project for Mil-
waukee Avenue. Safety mea-
sures can be incorporated 
into that effort, which 
includes widening and resur-
facing the road from Lake 
Cook to Palatine Roads, he 
said. 

Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig Anderson said he 
believes increased lighting 
and reduced speed limits are 
necessary to make Milwaukee 
Avenue safer. 

The lighting could be 
placed on existing utility 
poles but that would take 
money which Anderson 
thinks the state should pro- 
vide. 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

In the portrait of Wheeling Deputy 
Police Chief Gary O'Rourke's family 
done by his son when he was in kin-
dergarten, O'Rourke stands much 
taller than the other three family 
members whose heads come up to 
his knees. 

When O'Rourke asked his son, 
Matthew, why his head was so close 
to the sun in the picture, Matthew 
said that was the way he saw his fa-
ther from where he was standing. 

The picture is the only piece of art-
work that decorates the wall of 
O'Rourke's office. He keeps it there 
to remind him that his is not the only 
perspective of the way things are. 

However, as the person that over-
sees field services for the Wheeling 
police department, his is a perspec-
tive that is heard by many in the de-
partment — from the chief to patrol 
officers. And it is a perspective that 

Gary O'Rourke 

has been broadened by a recent 11-
week stint at the FBI National Acad-
emy at Quantico, Va. 

O'Rourke, a five-year veteran of 
the Wheeling police department, 
took classes in law, community edu- 

cation, management and health and 
fitness. And he learned more on 
community-oriented policing — a 
program where the police depart-
ment and the community work to-
gether to solve problems. 

"It is one of the things Chief 
Haeger has been working on since he 
got here," O'Rourke said. "And we 
are doing some of that now with the 
neighborhood watch program and 
the DARE program. We will contin-
ue working with officers to get that 
orientation through the depart-
ment." 

O'Rourke also said that he came 
back from the school with some ide-
as about how to do his job better. As 
deputy chief in charge of field ser-
vices, O'Rourke, 36, is responsible 
for overseeing the day-to-day opera- 
tions of the department — including 
its special units. He also helps pre- 
pare the budget and is the one who 
directs patrol officers during a disas-
ter. 

"The classes gave me an insight 
into ways I can refine my manage-
ment style and do a better job with 
my work functions," he said. 

He also said that being with 247 
other law enforcement officers was 
a great way to get new ideas. 

"I learned about new ideas and 
new programs that perhaps we can 
adapt in the future," he said. "And I 
got a view of what has worked for 
other people." 

O'Rourke applied for the academy 
in 1989 and although he was accepted 
he had to wait until this year to get 
in. He is the first Wheeling police of-
ficer to complete the course. 

The FBI offers the classes at no 
charge to the officers or the com-
munities they work for. The village 
of Wheeling paid O'Rourke his week-
ly salary during the time he spent at 
the academy. They also paid for two 
trips home during the almost three 
weeks he was in Virginia. 

• 

Wheeling village trustees ap-
proved plans for a new parking lot at 
the Indian Trails Public Library re-
cently after giving specific instruc-
tions about the length and type of 
fence that will separate the lot from 
the back yards of residents that live 
north of the library. 

And although some of those resi-
dents were worried that the new 
parking lot could increase drainage 
problems on their property, Commu-
nity Development Director Michael 

By BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Villa e OKs new library parking lot 
ov-

Klilzke said the problems experi-
enced by homeowners along Antho-
ny Road are not caused by the li-
brary at 355 S. Schoenbeck Road. 

"The library is taking care of their 
impact on the area," Klitzke said. 
"As we do when residents voice con-
cerns, we went out there and took a 
look. We found obstructions in the 
swale that was originally construct-
ed." 

The swale — a depressed, grassy 
area that was constructed to move 
excess rainwater — runs along the 
back property lines of the houses. 

"We will always be available to Library officials hope it will keep 
help," Klitzke said. "But it would be the noise and lighting from the addi-
best for them if they got together tional parking lot from spilling over 
and found a way to solve the prob- into the yards of Anthony Road resi- 
lem." dents. 

to switch agreement with TCI 

But Klitzke said that over the 20 The library is expanding its retell- 
years since the subdivision was tion basin to accomodate any water 
built, gardens, sheds and log piles run-off from the new 78-space park- 
have been built in the swale. ing lot. 

And while residents may not have Trustees also decided to be very 
been aware they were part of the specific about the type of fence the 
problem, the slides compiled by library will be required to erect —
Klitzke and shown during a recent saying it must be 470 feet long. The 
board meeting show the source of fence will begin 25 feet east of 
the obstructions. Schoenbeck Road. 

Wheeling village officials will 
begin negotiating a change in their 
franchise agreement with TCI of 
Illinois, now that trustees have 
said they may be willing to consid-
er switching from a dual-cable to a 
single-cable system. 

TCI representatives have want-
ed the village to make the switch 
for about nine months, but trustees 
were reluctant to consider the 
change until after seeing how it 
worked in other communities. 

Trustees approved the dual-
cable system under their initial 15-
year cable agreement with TCI in 
1981. But TCI now says that while 
dual cable was the best system at 

that time, technology has ad-
vanced since then. 

With the single-cable system, 
residents that have cable ready 
televisions and VCR's would no 
longer need to have a converter 
box and in many instances would 
no longer need to rent a remote 
control from TCI. 

Assistant Village Manager Joni 
Beaudry said about 36 percent of 
the roughly 5,500 TCI subscribers 
in Wheeling would have to contin-
ue to rent a converter. 

Subscribers could also expect a 
rate decrease of about $3 if the sin-
gle-cable system is approved. 

Trustee Lois Gaffke expressed 
concern about the amount of time 
that cable service is down in the 
village and Beaudry said TCI  rep- 

resentatives said that the change 
would decrease the amount of 
down time. 

Gaffke said subscribers should 
get credit for the amount of time 
each month that they cannot get 
cable television. 

"Perhaps they should pay for 
their outages in order to make ser-
vice better," she said. 

And Village Attorney James A. 
Rhodes said trustees could ask for 
that in renegotiating their agree-
ment with TCI to single-cable. 

"All these concerns can be ad-
dressed by renegotiating the 
agreement," he said. "There have 
been a wide variety of changes 
made to agreement as a result of a 
negotiating an agreement to the 
60-channel system." 



SUBURBAN REPORT 

keeps working on police contract 

the airport wants to use federal 
funds to purchase. Another ap-
praiser is also needed to review 
the work of the first two. Both 
communities agreed to use Wil-
liam A. McCann and Associates of 
Chicago for the review work. 

But Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig G. Anderson told trustees he 
was uncomfortable with Stark-
man's price, saying it seemed too 
low for the firm to adequately per-
form the work. 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz cast the tie-breaking vote 
against using Starkman. 

"Not having been privy to the 
other discussion and in due respect 
to the commissioners, I trust the 
recommendation of the village 
manager." 

7/  
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily  Herald Staff Writer 

A recent agreement with Wheel-
ing's civilian police personnel 
leaves sworn police officers as the 
only village employee group work-
ing without a contract. 

The agreement between the 
communications personnel and 
file clerks and the village marks 
the second contract negotiated by 
village officials this year. They 
negotiated an agreement with 
their operations and maintenance 
employees earlier this year. 

However, talks with sworn po-
lice personnel - who have been 
working without a contract since 
April 30 - are ongoing. Both sides 
have agreed to extend the provi- 

In a rare move, Wheeling trus-
tees voted Monday against the rec-
ommendation of the Palwaukee 
Airport Commission to use an ap-
praisal firm that came in with the 
lowest price for apppising land 
needed for a relocation of the in-
tersection of Hintz and Wolf 
Roads. 

And with the Prospect Heights 
City Council voting Monday to go 
along with the commissioners' rec-
ommendation to hire the low bid-
der, Starkman and Associates of 
Evanston, the appraisal process 
comes to a standstill until the two 
communities - co-owners of the 
airport - can agree. 

Several houses in the Northwest 
suburbs will get face-lifts later this 
month when more than 450 volun-
teers armed with paint brushes 
and ladders gather to spruce up 
the houses of low-income senior 
citizens who are unable to do the 
work for themselves. 

September 14 is the day of the 
fourth annual Community Paint-A-
Thon, sponsored by the Kenneth 
Young Senior Center in Arlington 
Heights with the help of local busi-
nesses and community groups. 

Senior citizens apply to have 
their houses painted through the 
center where the applications are 
screened and evaluated based on 

Leaders of the Solid Waste Agen-
cy of Northern Cook County rec-
ommended a plan Thursday that 
would provide money to build 
three garbage transfer stations 
and a balefill. 

Under the plan backed by 
SWANCC's executive committee, 
$24 million in bonds would be is-
sued to pay for the project, which 
would begin in June with the con-
struction of a $9 million transfer 
station in unincorporated Wheel-
ing Township. 

SWANCC's board of directors is 
expected to vote on the recommen-
dation Wednesday. 

The Wheeling Township transfer  

sions of the expired agreement un-
til a new one can be reached. And 
Officer Edward Theriault, negotia-
tor for the police officers, said he 
thought an agreement could be 
reached within a reasonable peri-
od of time. 

"Under the ground rules we are 
not to discuss contract negotia-
tions," he said. "But we have been 
meeting on a regular basis." 

He said the two sides have start-
ed meeting weekly. 

Theriault also was involved in 
the negotiation of the contract for 
the department's four records 
clerks and nine radio operators. 

The agreement, which will give 
both groups a 5 percent raise next 
year, is the first to include records 
clerks. 

- - - 

Houses in Wheeling, Des 
Plaines, Arlington Heights, Pala-
tine, Schuamburg, Elk Grove Vil-
lage and Hoffman Estates will be 
painted.The painting will start 
around 8 a.m. and Hansen said 
most of the houses should be fin-
ished by 3 p.m. 

"You don't have to know how to 
paint," said volunteer Dolores 
Bricker. "You just have to be will-
ing to help." 

While figures on the number of 
houses painted in the first year of 
the program are not available, 
there were volunteers for only two 
houses in the second year. Howev-
er, both the need and the number 
of volunteers grew significantly 
with 17 houses painted last year. 

To volunteer, call 253-5532. 

balefill doesn't make sense. 
"They're putting the cart before 

the horse," Stark said. "How can 
they bale and transfer garbage 
when they don't have any place to 
bury it? This is a classic waste of 
the taxpayers' money." 

But William Abolt, SWANCC's 
executive director, said the agen-
cy has received its permit from 
the Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency for the balefill and 
will proceed with the entire 
project in phases. 

However, the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers has denied 
SWANCC's request for a permit to 
build the landfill. And opponents of 
the landfill also have filed a law-
suit in Kane County Circuit Court 
to stop the project. 

Increase in 
injuries leads 
to no left turns 
at intersection 
BY BONNIE BOOTHC 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Motorists traveling Weiland and 
Old McHenry roads in Wheeling will 
find left turns at the intersection of 
the two roads prohibited later this 
fall now that Wheeling trustees have 
approved the change. 

Under the ordinance, left turns 
from southeastbound Old McHenry, 
Road (Route 83) to northbound Wei- 
land Road and from southbound Wei- 
land Road to southeastbound Old 
McHenry Road are prohibited. 

Trustees prohibited the turns upon 
recommendation from the Illinois 
Department of Transporation after 
IDOT studied accident data sent by 
the Wheeling Police Department. 

While the number of accidents at 
the intersection fluctuated between 
15 and 21 from 1988-1990, the number 
of injuries related to those accidents 
has increased. 

In 1988 two accidents resulted in 
persons being injured, in 1989 there 
were three and in 1990 there were 
five. 

So far in 1991, there have been sev-
en accidents and four of those have 
resulted in injuries. 

Village officials will forward a 
copy of the ordinance to IDOT repre- 
sentatives who are responsible for 
posting the signs informing motor- 
ists that left-turns are no longer per- 
mitted. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said village officials also will 
contact Lake County asking them to 
put up a sign north of Lake-Cook 
Road, warning motorists they will 
not be able to make the tun- at Old 
McHenry and Weiland. 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

"Under the intergovernmental 
agreement both communities have 
to pass the same resolution before 
anything can happen," said Air-
port Manager Fred E. Stewart. "It 
they do not both pass it, nothing 
happens." 

Commissioners voted last month 
to recommend Starkman and As-
sociates of Evanston to appraise 
the 28 parcels of land for $16,175 
even though Stewart said a recom-
mendation the firm received from 
the Illinois Department of Trans-
portation was unfavorable. 

Starkman's price was $9,400 less 
than F.H. Whipple and Associates 
of Northfield, the next lowest bid-
der. 

Under federal guidelines, two 
appraisals are needed for any land 

financial need. This year 54 people 
qualified to have their houses 
painted under the program. 

And while Valspar Paint Compa-
ny is willing to donate paint for all 
54 houses, Karen Hansen, director 
of the Park Place Senior Center, 
said the 450 volunteers will only be 
able to do about 30 houses. 

"We have four homes that are 
very labor-intensive and will take 
around 40 volunteers each," she 
said. "If we had more volunteers 
we would be able to complete more 
houses." 

Hansen said there also are a cou-
ple of houses that to have some 
carpentry work done on them as 
well as being painted and she 
needs volunteers with "handy-
man" skills to do that work. 

station, which would compact and 
bale trash from 13 neighboring 
communities, would sit on 49 acres 
northeast of River and Central 
roads. SWANCC would purchase a 
compacting station in Rolling 
Meadows and add equipment to 
bale trash, while a third transfer 
station is planned for a still-un-
determined site. The balefill is 
proposed for a 142-acre site at Gif-
ford and West Bartlett roads in un-
incorporated Hanover Township. 

But Bartlett Village President 
John Stark, who has led much of 
the opposition to the proposal to 
build a balefill near his communi-
ty, said the allocation of funds for 
the plan is "presumptuous." 

He said building the transfer sta-
tion before the agency has built the 

The clerks asked to be recog-
nized as a bargaining unit in 1989 
after a re-evaluation of clerical du-
ties in all departments of the vil-
lage by Paul A. Reaume Inc. 
brought about a decrease in their 
salary scale. 

The records clerks will receive 
about a 5 percent salary increase 
this year. Salaries currently paid 
to records clerks range between 
$17,000 and $22,000. 

Radio operators will see almost 
an 8 percent increase by the end of 
the year. 

Village Attorney James A. 
Rhodes said a larger increase is 
being given to bring the salaries in 
line with other communities. Ra-
dio operators currently are mak-
ing between $21,000 and $28,000. 

ti 
at odds over airport appraisal 

Volunteers ready to paint seniors' houses 
t- (- 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Waste agency unveils balefill funding plan 
- -w 

BY SHERI VAZZANO 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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SUBURBAN REPORT 

Volunteers b 
l'/ -7  

h up for Paint-A-Thon work 
Wheeling gets 
bargain on roof 

In a shining example of commu-
nity volunteers reaching out to 
their neighbors in need, the 4th An-
nual Community Paint-A-Thon will 
kick off today, targeting 30 houses 
throughout the Northwest suburbs. 

In cooperation with The Valspar 
Corporation, which will be donat-
ing countless gallons of paint, over 
450 volunteers representing mu-
nicipalities, park districts, church-
es, corporations and community 
organizations throughout the 
Northwest suburbs will be on hand 
for scraping, priming and painting 
houses in Arlington Heights, 
Wheeling, Elk Grove Village, Hoff-
man Estates, Prospect Heights, 

cl

ho 

The money saved through 
the unexpected low bid wills 

By B.H. MERENS 
STAFF 

The village f Wheeling 
plans to repair parts of the 
village hall roof this fall and 
save $50,000 in the process. 

Originally tagged as a 
$110,000 job, the board 
recently accepted a bid from 
J & J Roofing, of Highland 
Park, to repair the leaky roof 
for $51,040. 

"We originally thought we 
were going to have to do a 
major re-roofing project," 
said Village Manager Craig 
Anderson. "We're not going 
to have to do that now." 

The village hall roof has 
been leaking for the past 
three years, primarily over 
the police and fire depart-
ments, Anderson said. Parts 
of the roof are 20 years old, 
he added. 

The project involves 
resealing the roof and possi-
bly repairing parts of the 

/ 
deck which lies underneath 
the roof. Anderson said this 
would be done at a cost of 
$10 per square foot, if neces-
sary. 

The village received 18 
base bids of between $51,040 
and $124,000 for the roof job. 
The high-end bid came from 
ANS Construction Co., Inc. of 
Chicago. Most bids came in 
under $100,000. 

Anderson said the work 
probably will start sometime 
in September and he expects 
it to be completed before 
Halloween.  

Rolling Meadows, Palatine and 
Des Plaines. 

"The purpose of the Paint-A-
Thon is to assist elderly and dis-
abled residents who are unable 
physically or financially to paint 
their own homes," said Karen 
Hansen, director of Park Place 
Senior Center in Arlington 
Heights. "This event is a great as-
set to the community. The home-
owners are assisted and their 
neighbors are happy that these 
homes are being repaired." 

As the various "teams" arrive 
at their designated houses early 
Saturday morning, they will be 
coming to the aid of area residents 
who were chosen by Paint-A-Thon 
committee members based on an 
application they completed early 

than gross revenues, and franchise 
fees are based on gross revenues. 

But the results of the audit also 
show that TCI also overpaid its 
franchise fees to some communities 
— including Schaumburg, Mount 
Prospect, Des Plaines, Bartlett and 
Streamwood — by as much as $2,110. 
At the same time it underpaid other 
communities, including Arlington 
Heights, Wheeling, Prospect Heights 
and Hanover Park. 

That mistake is attributed to "nu-
merous errors made during 1989 in 
reporting revenues and franchise 
fees," the audit states. 

Carole Stannard, executive direc-
tor of the cable council, said the 
communities wanted to uncover 
whether the nearly $1.5 million that  

in the year. 
"I think it's a great thing for 

people who are just getting by on 
their Social Security, said Angelo 
Capulli, superintendent of the Arl-
ington Heights Park District and 
team leader for the park con-
tingent. "I didn't have any trouble 
getting volunteers from our staff 
members and commissioners." 

The history of the Paint-A-Thon 
has it's roots in neighborhoods of 
Minneapolis-St. Paul and has in-
spired similar events nationwide. 

"Sometimes, it seems that peo-
ple have gotten away from helping 
their neighbors and they are only 
out for themselves," Capulli said. 
"It's a great thing to see hundreds 
of volunteers helping neighbors 
who are less fortunate." 

TCI returned to the communities in 
1989 accurately reflected the 5 per-
cent share of total franchise fees due 
to each suburb and its franchise 
agreement. 

"I am encouraged by this audit be-
cause it means they are releasing 
more information," Stannard said. 
"Things are getting straightened 
out, and things seem to be getting 
better." 

Stannard's encouraging words 
come after more than three years of 
tense relations between TCI and its 
member communities. 

"We are trying to improve our im-
age and work with the communi-
ties," said TCI General Manager 
Kelvin Fee, who was not the general 
manager in 1989. 

BY REBECCA CARR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

An outside financial audit of TCI of 
Illinois, shows that the cable televi-
sion provider of 13 Northwest and 
North suburbs underpaid its 
franchise fees by as much as $16,730 
in 1989. 

The audit, conducted by Wheaton-
based Wolf & Co., was conducted at 
the insistence of TCI communities 
and the Northwest Municipal Cable 
Council, a cable watchdog group 
made up of towns served by the com-
pany. 

TCI officials said the communities 
were underpaid because revenues 
from its advertising subsidiary were 
reported as net revenues, rather 

left in the village's general 
fund. 

"We just overestimated. 
You don't want to spend it if 
you don't have to," Anderson 
said. "You try not to overesti- 
mate but it is kind of nice to 
come in under (the expected 
cost) sometimes." 

be edit s ows errors in TCI fees 

BY KAREN CULLOTTA KRAUSE 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

Wheeling OKs appraisal firm on second vote 
one of its references gave a review one of the two communities decided 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 	 that was less than favorable. Stark- to change its resolution. The two 
man and Associates said they could communities — co-owners of the air-

A recent vote by Wheeling trustees appraise the 28 parcels needed for port — had to pass identical resolu- 
to hire an appraisal firm recom- the relocation for $16,175. tions before the project could move 
mended by Palwaukee Municipal But Village Manager Craig G. An- forward. 
Airport Commissioners brings to an derson told trustees he was uncom- So Anderson called Starkman and 
end a standoff that could have fur- fortable with Starkman's price, say- Associates and got a few more refer-
ther delayed the relocation of the in- ing it seemed too low for the firm to ences for the firm. And after check- 
tersection of Hintz and Wolf roads. adequately perform the work. ing with officials from the city of Ev- 

Trustees voted earlier this month A vote by the Prospect Heights anston who were happy with work 
not to use the firm recommended by City Council on the same night, ap- done by Starkman, he recommended 
the commissioners — Starkman and proving Starkman, brought the ap- trustees approve the appraisal firm. 
Associates of Evanston — because praisal process to a standstill until "Evanston was happy with the  

quality of work," Anderson said. 
"Prospect Heights' vote was the way 
the airport commission recommend-
ed. I could not find anything that 
showed Starkman was not capable. I 
would not have recommended the 
board reconsider if that had not been 
the case." 

Under federal guidelines, two ap-
praisals are needed for any land the 
airport wants to use federal funds to 
purchase. Another appraiser is need-
ed to review the work of the first 
two. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

are expecting delivery of the first en- derson said. "It is heavy-duty and 
gine — ordered last April — some- reliable." 
time in the spring of 1992. The sec- The village will pay $14,597 for the 
and engine will be delivered next equipment. 
fall. 

Groups given OK 
to solicit money 

The Kiwanis Club of 

Village purchases 
another fire engine 

The Wheeling Village Board gave 
final approval to the purchase of a 
new fire engine. 

Trustees learned last week that 
the fire engine was needed because 
the motor of the department's oldest 
engine — a 1969,  Ward La France —
blew last month during a pumper in-
spection. 

The fire engine will be the second 
one purchased this year by trustees 
and will cost $219,000. It will be made 
by the same company that is cur-
rently building an engine for the vil-
lage — Sutphen Corp. of Amlin, 
Ohio. 

Because the fire engines are cus-
tom-made per each community's 
specifications, there is a one-year 
time lapse between the time the en-
gine is ordered and the time it is 
received. Fire department officials 

Village to buy 
phone system 

Trustees voted to purchase the 
phone equipment at village hall 
rather than continue to lease it. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said he recommended purchas-
ing the equipment rather than rent-
ing it because American Telephone 
and Telegraph Co. wanted to raise 
the monthly rent on the equipment to 
$1,366 per month from $1,139. 

And he said while the village could 
go out and buy new equipment, the 
purchase price for the phones they 
are now using was fair. 

"We have had very few problems 
with the phone system we have," An- 

Grove-Wheeling and The National 
Assocation of Letter Carriers were 
given permission to hold fund-ra-
isers in the village. 

Motorists can expect to see 
Kiwanis Club members collecting 
money at various locations through-
out the village of Sept. 27. The letter 

Buffalo carriers will collect money on Oct. 6. 
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With a state permit for one waste 
transfer station and a new long-term 
financing plan in hand, a solid waste 
agency is pursuing plans to build a 
balefill near Bartlett, despite being 
denied a key permit for the dump. 

The Solid Waste Management 
Agency of Northern Cook County re-
cently approved a $55 million bor-
rowing plan to fund the construction 
of two transfer stations and refi-
nance debt incurred by the consorti-
um of 26 northwest suburbs while 
pursuing its balefill plans. 

SWANCC officials approved the 
plan even though the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers has denied the 
agency a permit for the proposed 
142-acre garbage dump, drawing 
criticism from opponents of the 
dump who have accused the agency 
of wasting taxpayers money by pur-
suing the plan. 

William Abolt, SWANCC executive 
director, said they have reapplied 
for a permit with the Corps and are 
confident the balefill will be built. 
They also said even if the balefill is 
not built, the waste transfer stations 

— which would be part of a network 
to compact trash and send it to the 
proposed dump — will be needed to 
collect and ship garbage to other 
landfills. 

The first phase of SWANCC's fi-
nancing plan includes $11.3 million 
for a transfer station in Wheeling 
Township on 49 acres northeast of 
River and Central roads. 

It also includes $6.2 million for 
costs associated with securing the 
Corps permit, balefill planning and 
construction and other administra-
tive costs, plus $10 million for the 
first 18 months of payment on the 
agency's debt. 

The bonds for the first phase could 
be issued by next spring, Abolt said. 
Agency officials hope construction 
on the Wheeling Township transfer 
station can begin next summer, af-
ter it receives approval from the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

The second phase of the plan in-
cludes $9.75 million to purchase and 
remodel the Rolling Meadows trans-
fer station on 6.7 acres at Berdnick 
Street and Rohlwing Road. The 
agency received IEPA approval for 
that station Sept. 11. 

Balefill plans moving forward 
t/5(  

BY DAN CULLOTON 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Centennial group focuses on fund-raisers 

Relocation of intersection 
near airport to be delayed 
BY BONNIE BOOTH ministration standards, the runway 
Daily Herald Staff Writer now ends too close to the intersec- 

tion. 
While the centerpiece of an $83.5 Stewart said some of the 30 parcels 

million capital improvement plan at of land needed for the relocation will 
the Pal-Waukee Municipal Airport be purchased after the FAA ap-
continues to be stalled, other im- proves an environmental assess-
provem ents are rolling along, ment study of the plans. 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights offi-
cials learned Monday. 

Airport Manager Fred E. Stewart 
said relocation of the intersection of 
Wolf and Hintz roads would be de-
layed at least another year as the 
airport continues to acquire the land 
needed to move the two roads. 

"In our program for 1991, the prin-
ciple construction effort is the con-
struction of two bridges — one on 
Hintz Road and one on Wolf Road," 
Stewart said. "But we can't do that 
because we don't own the property 
the bridges will be built on." 

Stewart said those bridges should 
now be constructed in the fiscal year 
beginning October 1992. 

The intersection is scheduled to be 
moved west by 1994 to create a clear 
zone for the airport's longest run-
way. Under Federal Aviation Ad- 

Stewart said the study has been 
"languishing in the halls of IDOT 
(Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion) in Springfield." 

He said he spoke Monday with 
IDOT officials, who assured him the 
assessment would be forwarded to 
the FAA some time in the next two 
weeks. 

Stewart said he expects approval 
of the study within 60 days of the 
time it reaches the FAA. 

He highlighted the demolition of T-
hangars too close to the runway, the 
construction of a taxiway, and the 
continuing clearing and fencing of 
land purchased by the airport, at 
1120 S. Milwaukee Ave. 

Officials from the two communi-
ties, co-owners of the airport, meet 
with airport commissioners twice a 
year. 

Police increase patrols in Childerley Park w.gy v 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Police Depart-
ment is stepping up its patrols in 
Childerley Park in an effort to 
slow increasing gang-related ac-
tivity there. 

And neighbors of the park, at 506 
Old McHenry Road, have ex-
pressed their willingness to keep 
problems at the park from worsen-
ing by taking the first steps toward 
forming a neighborhood watch 
group. 

Organizer Jim Lund said he de-
cided to form the group after hear-
ing several complaints from his 
neighbors about the park. 

"There were a couple of inci-
dents with kids who were riding 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Centennial Commis-
sion members will hit school fairs 
and community events with their 
camera this fall in an effort to 
raise money for the 1994 celebra-
tion of the village's 100th anniver-
sary. 

They will take pictures, which 
then will be made into buttons and 
key rings for $4. 

And although they still are 
"around $500 in the hole" from the 
purchase of the camera and sup-
plies, commission member Eliza-
beth Hartman said they hope to 
make that money back and much 
more with the fund-raising tool. 

They previewed the idea at the  

St. Joseph the Worker Familyfest 
in July and raised $500. 

Hartman said they will attend a 
craft fair at Wheeling High School 
on Nov. 16 and a fun fair at Tark-
ington Elementary School on Nov. 
23. 

Commission members also hope 
to enlist the help of local business-
es in raising money for the centen-
nial celebration which will con-
clude with a family picnic and bar-
becue on Aug. 7, 1994. They are 
hoping to sponsor several events 
over the 18-month period prior to 
the picnic. 

A letter is being written that will 
be sent to all businesses in the vil-
lage asking for donations or giving 
them a chance to purchase space 
in a centennial calendar that will  

year because of a shortage of po-
lice officers. One of the officers in 
the unit has just completed a two-
week training course offered by 
the Cook County Sheriff's Gang 
Unit. 

Police reports show 13 incidents 
in the park in August, including 
one burglary to a church on the 
property, two reports of criminal 
damage to property, three noise 
complaints, one disorderly con-
duct complaint and three reports 
of gang activity. Arrests were 
made in the burglary and disorder-
ly conduct incidents. 

Hermes said the reports of gang 
activity need not be tied to a spe-
cific incident. The reports are filed 
when a police officer or neighbor 
sees gang members in the park. 

be put out by the commission for 
1994. 

Plans for a centennial ball also 
are being discussed. 

There are about 15 people serv-
ing on the committee but Hartmar 
said more volunteers are needed. 

"We still need volunteers who 
will be willing to follow up with 
businesses," she said. 

Steve Less, of Midwest Typeset-
ting in Wheeling, asked commis-
sion members for ideas for a logo 
that will represent the centennial 
on stationery and envelopes. The 
company is donating time for the 
design of the logo to the commis-
sion. 

The logo will be centered around 
the centennial theme "Glancing 
back, Looking Forward." 

Trailer license fee 
reduced by village 
BY BONNIE BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Owners of small trailers will pay 
less to register them with the village 
of Wheeling next year, now that trus-
tees have approved a lower licensing 
fee. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said the fee for licensing light 
trailers — those used to pull snow-
mobiles or boats — was raised from 
$30 to $40 in 1988. But this year the 
village received a computer print-
out from the state listing all the peo-
ple who have received license plates 
for the trailers. 

"There were about twice as, many 
trailers as we thought we had, li-
censed through the state," he said. 
"So we sent out double the number 
of notices for village registration —
about 400." 

Anderson said he received several 
complaints about the fee being too 
high from people who had not li-
censed their trailer in the past, but 
received notice this year to do so. 

And while he said he did not think 
the $40 fee was excessive, he recom-
mended trustees lower it to $10. 

"With more people buying regis-
tration stickers we felt we could re-
duce the fee to $10 and not affect vil-
lage revenue much," he said. 

their bikes in the park during the 
daytime and were chased out by 
older youth," he said. "And some 
of the adults are afraid to go in the 
park after dark. There have been 
rumors about gangs in the park." 

Deputy Police Chief J. Michael 
Hermes said police will begin driv-
ing through the park more fre-
quently beginning today and will 
conduct walk-throughs if the 
weather gets warm enough that 
people play and picnic there. 

"On the 30th of September, we 
will also reinstitute our special op-
erations unit, and it will be target-
ing the parks in general," he said. 

The special operations unit is a 
group of undercover officers who 
patrol problem areas in the vil-
lage. The unit was disbanded last 

Senior citizen program needs more drivers 
_atAu.cyagileti 

A Helping Hands program institut-
ed by Wheeling's Pavilion Senior 
Center has helped more than 177 sen-
ior citizens in the past year, but a 
lack of volunteers for the program 
has kept it from serving more. 

The program, which provides 
rides to medical appointments for 
the village's senior citizens, began  

four years ago. But the number of 
people willing to volunteer to drive 
has hit an all-time low and Barbara 
Hansen, Pavilion coordinator, said 
many senior citizens have not been 
able to get the service when they 
need it. 

Hansen said organizers of the ser-
vice — co-sponsored by the Our Lady 
of the Brook Parish in Northbrook —
were originally hoping to provide 
senior citizens with rides for other 

— -  

errands, like shopping. 
"We had hoped to be able to take 

them shopping or to pay their bills 
also," she said. "But there just are 
not enough volunteers." 

When senior citizens need rides 
they call the Helping Hands coordi-
nator who tries to line up a driver 
from a running list of volunteers, but 
that list has shrunk to around 24, 
making it difficult to find someone. 

"If the volunteer cannot do it at  

that particular time we just go to the 
next name on the list and call them 
the next time," Hansen said. "We do 
not ask for a specific time commit-
ment. We ask volunteers to be on 
call." 

And she said while the Pavilion ad-
vertises for volunteers in the village 
newsletter and through area church-
es, more are needed. 

To learn more about the program 
or to volunteer, call 459-2670. 



Report on Palwaukee improvements slated  
and Prospect Heights city council-
men will hear a progress report on 
the capital improvement program at 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport when 
they get together Monday night. 

Officials from the two communi-
ties — co-owners of the airport —
meet with airport commissioners 
twice a year to hear a report about 
what has been and will be happening 
at the airport at 1120 S. Milwaukee 
Ave. 

The meeting is not required 
through the intergovernmental 

and Wolf roads intersection. 
The intersection is scheduled to be 

moved west by 1994 to create a clear 
zone for the airport's longest run-
way. Under Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration standards the runway 
now ends too close to the intersec-
tion. 

He will also tell them how other 
parts of the airport's $83.5 million 
capital improvement program are 
progressing. The program includes 
the purchase of land around the air-
port and the relocation of the Wheel-
ing drainage ditch. 

The top meeting 
Who: The Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport 
Commmission, Village of 
Wheeling trustees, Pros-
pect Heights City council-
men 
Where: Ramada Inn 
Northbrook, 2875 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. 
When: 7:30 p.m Monday 

Wheeling village board members agreements that are guidelines for 
how the two communities govern the 
airport, but it is seen as a time when 
the two groups can discuss issues 
and projects. 

"They are partners and they don't 
normally have a chance to get to-
gether," said Fred J. Stewart, air-
port manager. "This is a vehicle to 
get the partners together at least 
once every six months to discuss the 
airport." 

Stewart will give the group a re-
port on property that has been ac-
quired for the relocation of the Hintz 

kCounty to inspect boiler at Country Oaks 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Cook County officials will step 
into the fray regarding an apart-
ment complex near Wheeling to-
day when they inspect a boiler in 
one of the buildings that had to be 
disconnected last week after it 
shot flames into the laundry room. 

Cook County Deputy Chief Fire 
Inspector Alfred Watson said he 
woukl inspect the boiler at 415 In-
land Drive in the Country Oaks 
apartment complex to see if viola-
tions of the county's building or 
health and safety codes still exist. 

Residents of the building were 
without hot water and heat for al-
most 48 hours after the gas connec-
tion to the boiler was disconnected 

by Northern Illinois Gas last 
Wednesday night. 

Wheeling Fire Chief Keith Ma-
cIsaac said there was no fire in the 
laundry room, but the boiler had 
been backfiring out of a hole in the 
unit, shooting flames against the 
laundry room wall. 

MacIsaac called the gas compa-
ny after the fire department re-
sponded to the call of a fire in the 
laundry room and waited two 
hours for someone from the com-
pany managing the 74-building 
apartment complex — H & H Man-
agement — to come to the build-
ing. 

"We attempted to make contact 
with a property representative 
with no success," MacIsaac said. 
"After being told that representa- 

tive would show up, no one did, so 
NI gas sent a representative and 

confirmed that the boiler was un-
safe." 

Residents of the building said 
that management's failure to ap-
pear on the scene after the police 
were called is typical of the ser-
vice they receive. 

Cami Quirman said she filled out 
a questionnaire stating the prob-
lems with her apartment when she ,  

, 'moved in four months ago and 
nothing has been repaired. 

The apartment complex has also 
been the scene of a series of home 
invasions over the past three 
years. Residents have blamed the 
reoccurring break-ins on manage-
ment's refusal to fix security prob-
lems. 
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and to review FAA findings on noise study 
/, /-7/ 

make living near the airport easier 
for its neighbors, and rejected two —
pending further information. 

Many of the commission's ideas 
for reducing airplane noise would 
mean changes in the way pilots take 
off and land. 

While commissioners were willing 
to impose a nighttime curfew on air-
port operations, the FAA was not 
ready to approve the curfew until it 
received updated information on the 
type of aircraft using the airport and 
how some tenants would be affected 
by a curfew. 

Airport Manager Fred E. Stewart 
said the capital improvements corn- 

mittee will be the first group to take 
an in-depth look at the FAA's find-
ings. He said it will be that commit-
tee's job to recommend to commis-
sioners what parts of the report to 
implement and when to begin. 

They also will decide whether they 
want to gather the information the 
FAA requested before it would ap-
prove the curfew. 

Many of the airport's neighbors 
are in favor of a curfew. 

The noise study also recommends 
that the village of Wheeling and the 
city of Prospect Heights — co-own-
ers of the airport — and the village 
of Mount Prospect adopt noise over- 

lay zoning ordinances that would re-
quire new houses to be soundproofed 
in the areas that receive the most 
noise from the airport. 

The study also recommends rezon-
ing vacant land nearest the airport 
from residential to commercial or 
industrial. 

Committee recommendations 
must be approved by the commis-
sion and both communites before 

any action on the noise study can be 

taken. 
The committee will meet at 7 p.m. 

at Hangar One at the airport, 1120 S.  
Milwuakee Ave. 
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BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Members of the Palwaukee Air-
port Commission's Capital Improve-
ments Committee will begin the first 
of what promises to be several dis-
cussions on their noise study when 
they meet Wednesday. 

The noise compatibility study was 
completed in 1988 and submitted to 
the Federal Aviation Administration 
for approval, but the FAA only re-
cently returned its findings on the re-
port to the commission. 

The FAA approved five of the com-
ponents of the commission's plan to 
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Four-generation tradition coming to an end 
r (17 - (0 3  fly 

By B.H. MERENS 

STAFF WRITER 

Pumpkin buyers have 
only one more month to 
take part in a four-genera-
tion family tradition in 
Wheeling. The Koeppen 
fruit and vegetable stand is 
closing. 

The stand where Wheel-
ing residents and passers-by 
have been stopping since 
the 1920s 's giving way to 
progress, an aquatic center, 
which is being built by the 
Wheeling Park District. 

William and Minnie 
Koeppen started the stand 
back when Dundee Road 
wasn't considered a major 
arterial road. Aquatic cen-
ters were called swimming 
holes and the farm stand 
was a way of life. 

Today, the stand is run 
as a hobby by 16-year-old 
Greg Koeppen. 

"We do it for fun now," 
he said. "It's starting to get 
old. It's time to move on. 
I'm happy that the park dis-
trict is getting the land so 
the public can use it rather 
than there being another 
strip mall." 

The park district received 
bids on Tuesday for the 
$9.75 million project, which 
includes an aquatic centei 
and recreation building. 
Plans call for the develop- 

ment to be built between 
Wickes Furniture and Vil-
lage Hall, about 300 yards 
south of Dundee Road. 

Birth place 

Greg's grandparents live 
in the house next to the 
stand. Andrew Koeppen was 
born in that house. Today, 
he and wife Erna are get-
ting ready to move to 
another house in Wheeling. 

"Grampa was born in the 
bedroom where he sleeps 
today," Greg said. "It still 
hasn't hit me that it won't 
be there next year." 

"I just want to thank 
everybody for all the great 
years that we've had there," 
Greg said. "They meant a 
lot." 

Greg fondly spoke of all 
the people he met and how 
they honk and wave as they 
drive by. "I'll miss it. It's 
going to be hard." 

Throughout the summer 
and fall seasons people have 
stopped at the Koeppen's 
stand to buy sweet corn, 
tomatoes, green peppers, 
cabbage, pumpkins, Indian 
corn, and corn stalks. 

The current business is 
mostly for pumpkins, Greg 
said. He will sell them until 
they are gone or until Oct. 
31. 

Photo ny Pam Blakele; 

Greg, 16, and Kevin Koeppen, 13, cut corn- Wheeling. This is the farm's last season before 
stalks for the fall season on their farm in it is replaced by a park district aquatic center. 

The stand is located at of operation are weekdays p.m. and on the weekends 
327 Dundee Road. Its hours from 3:15 p.m until 5:30 or 6 from 9 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. 
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Three officers tojoin Wheeling force Monday 
• • 

f _e,c,cLo /Q._,  7/  
Wheeling Village P esident Sheila They will also begin firearms train- The hiring brings the department 

H. Schultz will swear in three new ing. to full-strength and means that the 
police officers when the village After the orientation, two of the of- tactical unit and investigative unit 
board meets Monday. ficers will enter the policy academy will once again be working with full 

The three officers will bring the in Chicago where they will spend 12 teams. 
police department to full staff for the weeks in training. The third officer 
first time since early 1990. is already certified by the state of 

Illinois and does not need to go to the 
academy. 

The officers will also undergo 15 
weeks of field training in Wheeling 
before they will be evaluated to see 
if they are ready to begin patrol 
duty. 

After being sworn in, the officers 
will spend the rest of the week in ori-
entation at the police department 
where they will learn about the vil-
lage and the department's use of 
force policy and other procedures. 

The tactical unit was disbanded 
last year when the officers were 
needed for patrol and is operating 
two people short right now. 

The plainclothes officers focus on 
areas of the village that need the 
most attention based on analysis of 
crime statistics. 

The top meeting 
Who: The Wheeling Vil-
lage Board 
Where: Wheeling Village 
Hall, 255 W. Dundee 
Road 
When: 8 p.m. Monday 



chased the property five years 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ago, but it has only been in the last 

18 months that he has claimed it 
Freshly painted halls, additional back from the management corn-

landscaping and a new playground pany hired to run it, and set up off-
are just some of the improvements ice hours. 
the owner of a Wheeling apart- "There wasn't a lot of vandalism 
ment complex wants to show off at or drug-dealing," Floria said. 
an open house this weekend. "But it wasn't a controlled group 

Along with those visible changes either. There were some question- 
to Arbor Court Apartments at able tenants — at best." 
Dundee Road and Wheeling Ave- Floria said that previous mana- 
nue, Lawrence Floria has also gers did not enforce occupany reg- 
cracked down on tenants, evicting ulations and there were often more 
troublesome ones and enforcing than three single males in an 
rules about the number of people apartment, leading to loud groups 
that can live in one unit. in the parking lots and common 

And he wants the community to areas, especially in the summer 
come and take a look at the im- months. 
proved 78-unit complex on Satur- "We have reduced the number 
day from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. of people here," he said. "When 

Floria and his partners pur- you used to drive by you would see 

people hanging around but 90 per-
cent of the overcrowding has been 
reduced. You don't see any large 
groups." 

In the spring and summer of 1990 
the Wheeling Police Department 
responded to 123 public complaint 
calls at the complex ranging from 
noise complaints to public drunke-
ness. 

During that same period in 1991, 
they received 57 calls. 

And Floria said 30 of the units 
have different tenants than they 
had six months ago. 

"From last year to this year it is 
night and day," he said. "The im-
pression of the property has been 
poor over the last couple of years 
and rightly so. Our goal is to let 
people know we've made major 
changes." 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 

Apartment codex has cleaned up its act 

Wheeling Village President Sheila H. Schultz, right, and Village Manager Craig G. Anderson look on 
as a slide gets a workout at the new playground at Arbor Court Apartments. Daily Herald Photo/Mark Black 

Owner of 
building  

to shoot 
for offices 

-7/  
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Wheeling restaurant that has sat 
empty for at least six years could be 
converted into an office building now 
that the village board has granted 
the necessary zoning variations for 
the project. 

And although owner Rosie Petro-
poulos is relieved that she will final-
ly be able to make some money on 
the property she purchased two 
years ago, she is still disappointed 
that her original plans for a fresh 
fruit and vegetable food market 
were denied by the plan commission- 
ers in 1989. 

Commissioners said there was not 
enough parking on the site, at 31 N. 
Wolf Road, for retail use. 

Petropoulos said she does not un-
derstand how the seven parking 
spaces will be enough for offices but 
would not have been enough for the 
market. 

And she said she was led to believe 
when she bought the property that a 
food market was an acceptable use 
for the site by the former village 
planner and assistant village 
planner. 

"When we purchased the property 
it was not in good condition," she 
said. "We knew there was a problem 
with parking, but we thought we 
could cut the building and add more 
parking. I was very angry when it 
went in front of the plan commission 
and it was 'No, no, no,' because when 
we went to community development 
they said we could make it work." 

Petropoulos said she plans to re-
model the building, making two off-
ice spaces, because that is her only 
choice. 

"The only thing I can do is offic-
es," she said. "I am stuck with a 
building I cannot sell that has cost 
me a lot of money already. I knew 
what I wanted when I bought the 
building and this is not right." 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son acknowledged that finding an ac-
ceptable use for the site has not been 
easy. 

"The site is somewhat difficult to 
work with, as we are all aware," An-
derson said. "The variations re-
quired reflect the existing conditions 
on the property." 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The management of an apart-
ment complex near Wheeling has 
assured the Cook County deputy 
commissioner of building and zon-
ing that minor violations found in 
one of the complex's buildings 
Monday are being fixed. 

And after looking over the report 
filed by his inspectors, Alfred Wat-
son, deputy commissioner, said 
the violations were of a minor 
housekeeping nature. 

"There was nothing flagrant 
enough to get upset about," he 
said. "Because they hired a 
plumber to fix the heater." 

The inspectors went to the com-
plex, on Wolf Road about one block  

north of Hintz Road, after a boiler 
in the building at 415 Inland Drive 
shot flames into the laundry room. 

Now that the heater has been 
fixed, and hot water service re-
stored to the building, Watson said 
the other complaints — including 
an entrance light that is out and 
smoke detectors that do not work 
— do not merit a sweep of the en-
tire complex. 

"We will probably go through 
the complex one or two buildings 
at a time, according to the com-
plaints that come in," Watson 
said. 

"We will also send someone 
back to make sure these problems 
are taken care of." 

Mark Peterson — rental agent 
for the complex — said the smoke  

detector and light fixture have al-
ready been fixed. 

The original boiler fire has also 
prompted Wheeling Fire Cheif 
Keith S. MacIsaac to ask for a list 
of the owners of the 74 individual-
ly-owned buildings. 

In a letter to the president of the 
Oaks Homeowners Assocation, 
MacIsaac said his firefighters 
waited two hours for someone 
from management on the night of 
the incident. 

MacIsaac also said that since 
then he has repeatedly been de-
nied the names of the owners of 
the buildings. 

Kevin Tynan, spokesman for the 
homeowners association, said the 
group will comply with Ma-
cIsaac's request. 

Apartment building violations called minor 
•, • 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Wheeling trustees look to 
demolish vacant buildings 

Wheeling cops 
to interview 4 
about identity  
of 911 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling investigators are inter-
viewing four of the 24 people who 
thought they might have recognized 
the voice on a 911 tape that police are 
hoping will help them solve the mur-
der of a Wheeling dancer. 

Police released the 54-second 
recording to the media Wednesday, 
after playing it for family and 
friends of 27-year-old Jamie Santos, 
who was strangled in her Arlington 
Club apartment Monday morning. 

On the tape a male voice asked the 
911 operator to send someone to 1765 
Stonehedge Drive in Wheeling. 

"There is a young woman there 
not breathing and turning blue," the 
anonymous caller told the dispatch-
er. 

Wheeling Deputy Police Chief J. 
Michael Hermes said the four will 
come into the police department and 
listen to a clearer version of the 

Jamie Santos 
tape. 

He said if a possible suspect is 
named during those sessions, the de-
partment will then get a voice sam-
ple from that person to be used for a 
voice match with the 911 recording. 

The call was made from a pay 
phone at a Buffalo Grove shopping 
center, less than a mile from where 
Santos, a free-lance dancer, lived 
alone. 

Police said evidence at the apart-
ment left them with few clues and 
they are hoping the tape will lead 
them to the killer or to the person to 
last see Santos alive. 

However, they continue to believe 
that Santos' career was not related 
to her death. 

ler 

Sixth-graders just say yes to DARE dance 
Road. Tickets are $3 and can be 

Daily Herald Staff Writer redeemed at Brown's Chicken, 625 
W. Dundee Road for a free two-piece 

Wheeling sixth-graders currently chicken snack or pasta dish. 
involved in the Drug Abuse Resist- Any adult wanting to attend the 
ance Education (D.A.R.E.) program dance must be accompanied by a 
at their schools are invited to attend youth. 
the first-ever D.A.R.E. dance to- A disc jockey will be on hand to 
night at Amvets Post 66. spin records, and there will also be a 

The dance will run from 7 p.m. to raffle with prizes donated by local 
11 p.m. at the hall, 700 Old McHenry businesses. Snacks and soda pop will 

/6 -  7(  
BY BONNIE. BOOTH  also be available. 

The dance is sponsored by the Am-
vets Against Drugs and Alcohol with 
the help of Wheeling Police Depart-
ment D.A.R.E. Officer Chris Parr. 

"We wanted to have something for 
the kids that they could be involved 
in," said Parr. "We want to cele-
brate the program by providing posi-
tive activities that will keep them 
from getting involved in negative ac- 

tivities." 
Parr said the youths must be 

dropped off and picked up by a par-
ent and will not be allowed to leave 
the dance until that parent arrives. 

Around 390 Wheeling students are 
involved in the D.A.R.E. program 
through their schools. Under the pro-
gram, Parr spends one hour a week 
for 17 weeks educating the students 
about drug and alcohol resistance. 

OKs $5.9 million loan for pool Caller to 911 hunted in 
Wheeling dancer's death 

Wheeling Park District commis-
sioners took tliiriTial plunge 
toward bringing a pool facility to 
the village Tuesday when they 
voted to borrow the $5.9 million 
necessary to build it. 

They also voted to sign contracts 
with 28 companies for the work 
and rejected bids in 13 other areas 
because Theodore M. Sente, archi-
tect for the project, was not com-
fortable with the bid prices or the 
contractors' references. 

Sente & Rubel has already begun 
collecting new bids for those areas 
of work. 

Park Board President Thomas 
Webber said he was especially 

BY BONNIE BOOTH J 6 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

Wheeling officials will take a 
new look at getting rid of some 
vacant buildings along 
Milwaukee Avenue now that trus-
tees have decided they may be 
willing to take on the demolition 
responsibilities themselves. 

Trustees saw pictures of six va-
cant buildings along the village's 
stretch of the avenue when they 
got together Monday, and they 
agreed the buildings were eye-
sores. 

"It would be nice to see these 
things come down, even if we 
have to do it ourselves," Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz said. 
"Can we get estimates of the cost 
for taking them down?" 

The village will look into the 
possibility of using money collect-
ed through tax increment financ-
ing to take down some of the 
buildings, which are in the special 
TIF district. 

The district stretches from 
Manchester Drive north to Strong 
Street, along both sides of 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

Under the village's TIF plan, 
trustees were hoping to acquire 
several parcels of land, group  

happy to be able to give $1.4 mil-
lion of the work to a Wheeling con-
tractor — Schaefges Brothers Inc. 

Karop Bavougian, director of 
parks and recreation, said some of 
the work on the facility, which will 
be built on 171/2  acres on Dundee 
Road between village hall and 
Wickes Furniture Co., could begin 
in early November after construc-
tion permits from the village and 
the state are received. 

"A big bulk of the earth work 
and underground sewer work 
could still be done this year if it is 
not too rainy," Sente said. 

Commissioners are hoping to 
have the 17,000-square-foot pool 
ready to open for summer 1993. It 
will have five water slides, a div-
ing board and lanes for lap swim- 

"In my opinion, a lot of these 
buildings can never be used for 
anything else," Village Manager 
Craig G. Anderson said. "I'd 
rather deal with vacant lots than 
ones with buildings on them." 

However, before making any fi-
nal decisions on taking the build-
ings down, trustees must decide if 
they are willing to set that pre-
cedent and possibly end up pay-
ing for the demolition of other 
abandoned buildings in the vil-
lage.  

ming, along with shallow wading 
areas. Also in the pool complex 
will be sand volleyball courts, 
sunning turf, a sand area with 
playground equipment and an 
adults-only spa. 

Although the park district does 
have $500,000 on hand, commis-
sioners decided to finance the en-
tire cost of the pool so they would 
have money to make other capital 
improvements as they become 
necessary over the next several 
years. 

"We don't want to put the dis-
trict in the same position it was in 
13 years ago." said Webber, refer-
ing to the purchase of Chevy Chase 
Clubhouse, which made it difficult 
to make any improvements to the 
parks for several years. 

BY KIM MIKUS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Police continue to investigate the 
murder of a 27-year-old Wheeling 
woman hoping to find the anony-
mous caller who phoned 911 from a 
pay phone to report the woman was 
not breathing. 

Jamie L. Santos was found dead of 
possible strangulation by 
paramedics at about 11:30 a.m. Mon-
day in her Arlington Club Apart-
ment. A Wheeling police dispatcher 
received an emergency call concern-
ing a woman who was not breathing 
in her apartment at 1765 Stonehedge 
Court, said Wheeling Deputy Chief 
Michael Hermes, leading police to 
believe the caller may be the killer. 

Paramedics arrived to find San-
tos, wearing only underwear, alone 
in the apartment and not breathing. 

"Because of the marks found on 
her chin, face and neck, we believe 
this may be a possible strangula-
tion," Hermes said. 

Police believe Santos was dead for 
only a short time before paramedics 
arrived. Resuscitation efforts failed 
and the victim was transported to 
Holy Family Hospital in Des Plaines 
where she was pronounced dead at 
12:10 p.m. 

Investigators said there were no 
signs of force used to enter the two-
floor brick apartment, suggesting 
the victim probably knew the offend-
er. 

Police have no motive in the kill-
ing and said late Monday night there 
were no suspects in custody. Howev-
er, Hermes said, "we're looking at 
the 911 call as an important lead in 
the case." 

The call was made from a pay 
phone near Santos' apartment. 

A Wheeling police officer 
condons off the crime scene. 

Daily Herald PhotoNincent Pierri 

Santos, a single woman who lived 
alone, worked as a free-lance exotic 
dancer, police said. Her parents and 
sister live in Arlington Heights. 

Neighbors arrived home from 
work Monday evening to find squad 
cars in the parking lot and yellow 
crime tape surrounding the corner 
apartment of a complex described 
as "quiet." 

"I can't believe this is happening," 
said one neighbor as she watched a 
police officer hook up Santos' silver 
Chrysler Conquest to a tow truck. 
"These are nice apartments and 
nice people," said the neighbor, who 
asked not to be identified. 

hem and sell them for larger de-
elopments. 
But the process has been 

stalled in the courts by some 
property owners hoping to keep 
their property. The case now is in 
the hands of the Illinois Supreme 
Court. 

Village officials said owners of 
many of the abandoned buildings 
— including two gas stations, sev-
eral homes and a hot dog stand —
do not want to pay the cost to 
have the buildings demolished 
and removed. 

And he said he did not think the 
village would be able to recover 
the cost of removing the buildings 
when the property is sold. 
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Truck, caller sought in slaying 
/0-3,-ell 

the 4-second message after 1 p.m. to-
day unless the caller identifies him-
self to police. 

Santos' neighbor said he spotted 
the truck, which he described as a 
brown, late model Jeep-like vehicle, 
perhaps a Ford Bronco or Jeep Cher-
okee, on his way to work about 5:45 
a.m. Monday. The truck took up two 
parking spaces near mailboxes just 
outside Santos' apartment at 1765 N. 
Stonehedge Court in the Arlington 
Club complex, said the 33-year-old 
neighbor. 

The truck displayed license plates 
from Minnesota or New Jersey, San-
tos' neighbor said. 

"I know more or less who owns 

tape seelang solution  to  murd death. • 

Wheeling police released a tape 
of the 911 emergency call that 
could hold the key to solving the 
killing of a Wheeling dancer 
earlier this week. 

In releasing the tape Wednes-
day, police hope someone will 
recognize the voice of the caller 
who reported that 27-year-old 
Jamie Santos was "not breath-
ing and turning blue" in her Arl-
ington Club apartment. 

Family and friends of Santos 
have heard the 54-second tape. 

However, they were unable to 
identify the caller — who police 
say is a possible suspect in the 

' case. 
Police continue to say that 

Santos' career as an exotic 
dancer was not related to her 

Jamie Santos 

Tape may 
contain key 
to killing c 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael Haeger holds .the 911 tap6 that 
says he'H.release today.
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Police are investigating a possible 
link between the strangulation of a 
Wheeling dancer in her apartment 
Monday and a report that a truck 
with out-of-state license plates was 
parked nearby on the morning of her 
death. 

Also, investigators are stepping up 
efforts to determine the identity of a 
caller who phoned the emergency 
911 line at 11:31 a.m. Monday to say 
that the woman, 27-year-old Jamie 
L. Santos, was in distress. 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael F. 

•

Haeger said Tuesday that authori-
ties will-release to the press a tape of 

Continued from Page i 

what vehide and what vehicles be-
long here," he said Tuesday. "I've 
never seen that vehicle before and I 
didn't see t this morning, and I left 
at the same time." 

The neithbor spoke with police 
Monday afernoon and investigators 
said they wire planning to meet with 
him again Tuesday or Wednesday. 

Santos, a single woman who 
worked as in exotic dancer, lived in 
the Arlingon Club apartment for 
slightly mare than a year, relatives 
said Tuesdty. Her parents and sister 
live in Arington Heights. Police said 
she worker for several agencies that 
would boot her into dancing jobs. 
They addel that her profession was 
legal, and hey don't think her danc-
ing career vas related to her death. 

Haeger said investigators "are 
giving the caller the opportunity to 
come forward to assist us in the in- 
vestigation." 

"Investigators need to speak with 
the caller in an effort to determine 
who the caller may have seen or 
what the caller may have heard," 
Haeger said. "The caller's voice is 
very clear and distinct, and we are 
sure it could be identified." 

The caller spoke in an excited 

Wheeling police released a 54-sec-
ond tape of the emergency 911 call 
that may hold the key to solving the 
murder of a Wheeling dancer, in 
hopes that someone will hear it and 
help them identify the caller. 

Deputy Police Chief J. Michael 
Hermes said Wednesday that the 
tape also has been played for family 
and friends of the victim, 27-year-old 
Jamie Santos, but they did not recog-
nize the voice. 

"We couldn't begin to talk to every 
single person that has come into con- 

tact with her," he said. "We are hop-
ing somebody out there who knew 
her, was in the same circle of 
friends, might recognize the voice." 

Santos was not breathing when she 
was found by Wheeling paramedics 
on Monday morning in her Arlington 
Club apartment. Police believe she 
was strangled because of marks on 
her face, neck and chin. 

On the tape of the 911 call — made.  
from a pay phone in a Buffalo Grove 
shopping center less than a mile 
from Santos' home — a male caller 
asks the emergency dispatcher "to 
please send someone to 1765 Sto-
nehedge Drive in Wheeling. There is  

a woman there not breathing and 
turning blue." 

When the Buffalo Grove operator 
explained she must transfer the call 
to Wheeling, the caller said, "No, no, 
no, no time." 

After the call was transferred, the 
man repeated his request to the 
Wheeling operator, who asked where 
he was calling from. 

"I don't know. It's a public 
phone," the caller said and then 
hung up. 

Hermes said the caller is consid-
ered a suspect, l?ut investigators 
also are working under the theory 
that he could just be a witness who  

does not want to get involved. 
Police said late Wednesday they 

had received less than 10 calls in re-
sponse to the tape's release. Police 
would not say whether any of those 
calls were solid leads to Santos' mur-
derer. 

Police continue to say they do not 
think Santos' career as an exotic 
dancer was related to her death. And 
her relatives and friends agree, say-
ing the media has placed too much 
emphasis on a job which she kept to-
tally separate from her personal life. 

"One of my neighbors called today 
to say she was so sick of not hearing 
anything positive about Jamie," said  

Santos' mother, who asked not to be wor 
identified. "All of our neighbors are a hi 
upset about the way she is being por- fors 
trayed in the media, because they her 
knew Jamie." 

Santos' mother said exotic dancing 
Ha( was only part of her daughter's ca- tact 

reer. She also dressed as a clown he ( 
and performed at children's parties 

the and delivered singing telegrams.
int( "She loved arts and crafts," San- 

tos' mother said. "She was very tal II - 
ented. She did craft shows. She tint 
taught herself how to play the guitar wit' 
and was just beginning to learn the spo 
piano." 

Santos' family and friends are he; 

Police release 911 

See KILLING on Page 4 Jame L. Santos  

tone, Haeger said, and made the call 
from a Buffalo Grove phone booth 
near the Arlington Club apartments, 
just east of the Wheeling-Buffalo 
Grove border. The Buffalo Grove 
emergency dispatcher passed the 
call to Wheeling police after hearing 
the address, Haeger said. 

"There's a woman not breathing 
and turning blue at 1765 N. Sto-
nehedge," the man stated. 
Paramedics found the woman, clad 
only in underwear, on the floor of her 
second-floor apartment. Her chin, 
face and neck were bruised and 
scraped, police said. 

Evidence in the apartment has left 
investigators with few clues, Haeger 
said. Doors were unlocked and the 
apartment was undisturbed. 

The chief dismissed narcotics or 
sexual assault as possible motives. 

Haeger said 20 investigators, in-
cluding officers from Mount Pros-
pect, Buffalo Grove and Northbrook, 
are working on the case. Individuals 
with information about the call may 
phone police at 459-2632. 

Visitation for Santos will be from 2 
to 9 p.m. Friday at the Glueckert Fu-
neral Home, 1520 N. Arlington 
Heights Road. The funeral will be at 
10 a.m. Saturday, followed by a pri-
vate burial. 
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Wheeling police released a 54-sec-
md tape of the emergency 911 call 
hat may hold the key to solving the 
murder of a Wheeling dancer, in 
hopes that someone will hear it and 
help them identify the caller. 

Deputy Police Chief J. Michael 
Hermes said Wednesday that the 
tape also has been played for family 
and friends of the victim, 27-year-old 
Jamie Santos, but they did not recog-
nize the voice. 

"We couldn't begin to talk to every 
single person that has come into con- 

tact with her," he said. "We are hop-
ing somebody out there who knew 
her, was in the same circle of 
friends, might recognize the voice." 

Santos was not breathing when she 
was found by Wheeling paramedics 
on Monday morning in her Arlington 
Club apartment. Police believe she 
was strangled because of marks on 
her face, neck and chin. 

On the tape of the 911 call — made 
from a pay phone in a Buffalo Grove 
shopping center less than a mile 
from Santos' home — a male caller 
asks the emergency dispatcher "to 
please send someone to 1765 Sto-
nehedge Drive in Wheeling. There is  

a woman there not breathing and 
turning blue." 

When the Buffalo Grove operator 
explained she must transfer the call 
to Wheeling, the caller said, "No, no, 
no, no time." 

After the call was transferred, the 
man repeated his request to the 
Wheeling operator, who asked where 
he was calling from. 

"I don't know. It's a public 
phone," the caller said and then 
hung up. 

Hermes said the caller is consid-
ered a suspect, lout-investigators 
also are working under the theory 
that he could just be a witness who  

does not want to get involved. 
Police said late Wednesday they 

had received less than 10 calls in re-
sponse to the tape's release. Police 
would not say whether any of those 
calls were solid leads to Santos' mur-
derer. 

Police continue to say they do not 
think Santos' career as an exotic 
dancer was related to her death. And 
her relatives and friends agree, say-
ing the media has placed too much 
emphasis on a job which she kept to-
tally separate from her personal life. 

"One of my neighbors called today 
to say she was so sick of not hearing 
anything positive about Jamie," said  

Santos' mother, who asked not to be 
identified. "All of our neighbors are 
upset about the way she is being por-
trayed in the media, because they 
knew Jamie." 

Santos' mother said exotic dancing 
was only part of her daughter's ca-
reer. She also dressed as a clown 
and performed at children's parties 
and delivered singing telegrams. 

"She loved arts and crafts," San-
tos' mother said. "She was very tal-
ented. She did craft shows. She 
taught herself how to play the guitar 
and was just beginning to learn the 
piano." 

Santos' family and friends are  

working to set up a fund to establish 
a hot line and offer a reward for in-
formation leading to the arrest of 
her murderer. 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael 
Haeger said he has not yet been con-
tacted about setting up a hot line, but 
he added that it can be done and that 
the department would "probably be 
interested." 

In the meantime, police will con 
tinue to interview people acquaintec 
with Santos and handle any re 
sponses to publication of the tape. 

"We may get hundreds of calls,' 
he said. "But all I need is one." 
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Wheeling residents will see a 
slight increase in the amount of 
property taxes they pay to the vil-
lage if trustees give final approv-
al to the tentative levy adopted 
Monday. 

While the $6.5 million levy rep-
resents an 18 percent increase 
over the 1990 levy, Village 
Finance Director Robert Fial-
kowski is recommending trustees 
abate part of that levy, bringing 
the actual levy down to $5.8 mil-
lion — an almost 5 percent in-
crease from 1990. 

And although the Illinois legis-
lature has not yet imposed a 5 
percent property tax cap on Cook 
County, Fialkowski told trustees 
the village would not have had 
trouble operating under a cap 
during the past several years. 

"We are one of those taxing 
bodies that should not be used as 
an example when giving reasons 
for enacting a cap," he said. 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz agreed with Fialkowski, 
saying trustees have made an ef-
fort to keep the levy down. 

"Not asking for more than we 
need is a principle we have fol-
lowed for the past several years 

and the board has been comfort-
able with that," she said. "The 
tax cap penalizes responsible 
governments — a case municipal-
ities are trying, without much 
success, to make to the state." 

The general fund levy will in-
crease 21 percent under the pro-
posed levy, from $2 million to $2.4 
million, Fialkowski said. 

That money will be used to pay 
day-to-day operating expenses 
for the police, fire, finance and 
community development depart-
ments, the administrative ser-
vices of the village board and ve-
hicle maintenance. About 66 per-
cent of the general fund goes to 
pay salaries in those areas. 

Fialkowski said the levy is 
based on a 5 percent increase in 
the village's budget for next year. 

"We have some expenditures 
that are continuing to go up," he 
said. "This is a conservative esti-
mate. We cannot add a lot of peo-
ple and stay within the budget." 

Fialkowski said he expects the 
village's tax rate of $1.12 per $100 
assessed valuation to go up no 
more than 5 cents as a result of 
the levy increase. At a rate of 
$1.17, a Wheeling homeowner liv-
ing in an average-priced house of 
$100,280 will pay about $318 in 
property taxes to the village. 

Wheeling property taxes 
up slightly under levy plan 

ti-  •  

Police search for stripper slayer 
(-ci an autopsy confirMed that the cause of death was 

sr warren
t C;

z strangulation. 
Later that day, Wheeling Police Chief Michael 

Detectives from at least three northwest subur- Haeger appealed to the man who called 911 to 
ban police departments are aiding Wheeling in "come forward and assist in the investigation," or 
the investigation of the apparent murder of an the tape of his call would be released at 1 p.m. 
exotic dancer Monday morning. Wednesday to the electronic media for broadcast. 

And the Wheeling chief was threatening to Then, someone might identify the voice and call 
release the 911 call, which originally alerted them police. Haeger said the voice was "clear and dis-
to the body, for broadcast in the hope of identify- tinct." 
ing the caller. Giving the man the chance to come forward 

A former employer of the free-lance stripper might spare police and him the danger in armed 
said detectives have asked him if Jamie L. apprehension by the police, but Hermes said no 
Santos, 27, may have met the wrong man at a lighter treatment in the courts is intended for a 
local nightclub the evening before her death. voluntary appearance by a caller who may have 

Police found the woman in her apartment at been a killer. 
1765 Stone Hedge Court late Monday morning "Of course there's the possibility that the cal- 
after an anonymous emergency call was made, ler was someone who just happened in. . . but 
saying there was a woman at the address who it's not very likely. Or it could have been an 
had stopped breathing, according to Wheeling accident. 
Deputy Police Chief Michael Hermes. She was "He can sit there and wait 'til we catch him, 
unconscious, though still warm, as fire depart- but I bet we do," he said. 
ment paramedics tried to revive her, but she was The strip-service boss, who asked not to be 
later pronounced dead at Holy Family Hospital in identified, said he was an old friend of the 
Des Plaines. woman, who danced under the name "Sasha" for 

his organization and many others. He said he 
was asked whether he knew if Santos had fre-
quented a popular local nightclub, and might 

She was found dressed in underwear, with have met someone there Sunday night. He said 
bruises on her neck that indicated she may have he told them she indeed frequented the dance 
been strangled, according to Hermes. Tuesday, bar. 

Strangulation 

"She liked to got to the bars, liked to meet 
people, talk to people, which may have turned 
into what happenned. What kind of people are 
you going to meet? 

"The police were calling numbers they found 
in her phone book," he said, explaining how they 
had happened to call him. 

Hang outs 
Hermes said police were indeed calling around 

to find out "where she hung out, and who her 
friends were," but police said they suspect she 
may not have gone out Sunday since that was 
her "relax day." Police said her job apparently 
has nothing to do with the circumstances of her 
death. 

The former employer said Santos could take 
care of herself. "If someone tried to harass her, 
she would harass you right back. She was a 
strong-willed person, a very tough, genuine per-
son." 

"She was in control. She took control to make 
the amount of money she did, and she kept con-
trol of her life. She was in the top ten percent of 
exotic dancers in Chicago. Most of the women in 
this business are in it a short time, then they 
leave. The ones that stay are usually like her: 
fiercely independent, one of the things that may 
have gotten her in trouble." 

(Continued on page 8) 
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"It's very, very shocking," 
he said of the death of the 
woman he knew for four 
years. 

Evidence technicians from 
the Northern Illinois Police 
Crime Laboratory combed 
her car, left parked in front 
of her home, for clues, trying 
to see if she had given a ride 
to her killer. 

Loneliness 
Lou Franchi, of Bartlett-

based Spice it Up, said 
Santos, who had worked for 
his party service this year, 
had once spoken to him of 
the "intense loneliness she 
and other girls in this busi-
ness feel." 

"They're very lonely if 
they're not married," he said. 
"When a man finds out 
they're a stripper, they either 
try to change her life or con-
trol her life." 

"I can't think of a stripper 
or an exotic dancer who 
meets someone and can stay 
with them on a permanent 
basis," he said. "They make a 
lot of money, but at tremen-
dous cost." 

Pat Higgins, who co-owns 
an Elgin exotic dance service 
called Leather and Lace, said 
of Santos, "she was real 
warm, kinda shy, a lotta fun 
to be with." Higgins said she  

hadn't talked to Santos since 
June. 

Franchi said Santos took 
some of his party assign-
ments, ranging from comical 
stripteases to "whatever state 
of undress was required," for 
the first eight months of 
1991. He said in her best 
month, she made $900, but 
that represented only about a 
quarter of her income, as she 
was hiring out to other agen-
cies, too. 

He said she hired out 
freelance to avoid being 
forced into prostitution, 
which had been a pressure 
put on her at one agency 
where she had once had an 
exclusive arrangement. 

Deputy Chief Hermes said 
Santos lived alone, and there 
was no sign of forced entry 
into the house, which had not 
been ransacked. He said 
there were no apparent 
bruises to the body other 
than in the neck area, and 
the medical examiner said 
there was no evidence of a 
sexual attack. 

Detective loan 
Buffalo Grove, Northbrook 

and Mt. Prospect police have 
each assigned two detectives 
to the Wheeling investigation. 

"We've loaned them two 
investigators, for as long as  

Wheeling needs them. It's 
part of the good neighbor 
policy we've always used," 
said Commander Gary Del 
Rey, the head of Buffalo 
Grove's detective division. 

Del Rey has just been 
named head of the Lake 
County Major Crimes Task 
Force, a cooperative effort 
that will arrange for auto-
matic loans of highly-trained 
village police department 
detectives and evidence tech-
nicians for investigations of 
murders and kidnappings 
when called in by police 
chiefs. But it won't be ready 
to get off the ground until 
later next month, at the earli-
est. Meanwhile, Wheeling will 
make do with all seven of its 
detectives on the case, 
including the two assigned to 
youth crimes. They were 
being aided by the loaned 
detectives, plus six Wheeling 
street cops, according to Her-
mes. 

"The first 48 hours is the 
key," said Del Rey. 

LOCAL NEWS? 
SPORTS SCORE? 

Tell Pioneer Press 

Wheeling board to sign IDOT's Palwaukee agreeme 
B. Bea-cit Y ONNIE 0 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A recent vote by the Wheeling Vil-
lage Board to sign a new agreement 
with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation leaves the Prospect 
Heights City Council as the lone 
hold-out in a three-month standoff 
between the communities and IDOT 
that could lead to a loss or delay of  

state funds to the Palwaukee Munici-
pal Airport. 

The dispute centers around a para-
graph in the agreement that officials 
of Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
must sign with IDOT to get money 
for airport improvement projects. 

That paragraph, not included in 
previous agreements, gives IDOT 
the authority to "assume control and 
operation of the airport" if the mu- 

nicipalities breech their agreement 
with IDOT or neglect the airport. 

And while the two communities 
are not happy with that paragraph, 
Wheeling trustees agreed to sign the 
document after adding another para-
graph saying they must be given 30 
days notice of IDOT's intent to take 
over the airport along with the agen-
cy's reason for doing so, and they 
must be given 30 days to take correc- 

tive action. If they do not, the matter 
will be decided in a court of law. 

"We had to move forward because 
any time grant funds are involved —
which is most of the time — this 
agreement is required," said Wheel-
ing Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son. "This is the best compromise 
we could work out. IDOT wants the 
same agreement throughout the 
state." 

But Trustee William Rogers, who 
also serves as an airport commis-
sioner, continued to be upset by the 
thought that IDOT could take control 
of the airport. 

"We purchased the airport over 
the objection of the voting citizens 
because we wanted to own it, not the 
state," Rogers said. "Passage (of 
the resolution approving the ordi-
nance) means we've gone back on 
our word to our citizens. A denial of 

anything IDOT pros 
in them taking us toi 

But other village f 
compromise was jus 
mal give and take 
with the signing of a' 

The Prospect Heil 
tabled the vote on I 
approve the agrees 
ago and is expecte 
matter again when 
day 
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anything IDOT proposes will result 
in them taking us to court." 

But other village trustees said the 
compromise was just part of the nor-
mal give and take that goes along 
with the signing of any contract. 

The Prospect Heights City Council 
tabled the vote on the resolution to 
approve the agreement two weeks 
ago and is expected to discuss the 
matter again when they meet Mon-
day 
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Wheeling 

4.9% tax hike 
being proposed 

Wheeling has set Dec. 2 as the 
date for a public hearing on the 
proposed tax levy ordinance. 

Wheeling board .members have 
adopted a resolution approving the 
amount of the tax levy, which could 
mean a 4.93 percent increase in 
property taxes for residents. 

Residents would pay, at most, a 
$1.17 more per $100 of assessed 
valuation, Village Manager Craig 
Anderson said. 

Tape broadcast fails to nab Sasha's killer 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Dozens of people called 
Wheeling Police after inves-
tigators decided to release 
the tape of the 911 call 
made to them following the 
strangling of Jamie "Sasha" 
Santos. 

But though many 
thought they recognized the 
voice of the man who called 
to say the stripper was not 
breathing and turning blue, 
none of the leads have led 
to someone that might have 
choked her, according to 
Deputy Chief Michael Her-
mes. 

This week, the investiga-
tion continued with a leaner 
force, as two pairs of detec-
tives from Buffalo Grove 
and Mount Prospect were 
returned to their depart-
ments. Two Northbrook 
investigators remain on the 
job, as do seven from the 
Wheeling force and five 
highly experienced Wheel-
ing street cops. 

The last Wheeling mur-
der victim died almost 
exactly six years ago. Police 
officer Ken Dawson was 
shot to death by a burglar 
Nov. 5, 1985. His killer was 

complained about the degree 
of prurience indulged in by 
the television reporters since 
Santos was found shortly 
before noon Monday. They 
may have more to complain 
about later. 

"When I get off the phone 
with you, I've got a message 
on my desk from "Hard 
Copy," he said, referring to 
the Fox Network show as 
"tabloid television." 

Wednesday evening, view-
ers of TV and radio news 
broadcasts heard a calm-
sounding man tell the 911 
operator to send an ambu-
lance to Santos home at 1765 
Stone Hedge Drive. He got a 
little excited, however, when 
the operator took a couple of 
seconds to switch him from 
her Buffalo Grove dispatch 
office to Wheeling's. He had 
crossed the village limits on 
the way from Stonehedge 
court to a pay phone near the 
True Value Hardware Store 
at the corner of Buffalo 
Grove and Dundee Roads. 

"No time! She's not 
breathing, she's turning 
blue!" he said excitedly. 

Hermes said the fact of his 
call could show the caller had 
some compassion, even if he 
was the one who choked her.  

arrested and convicted. 
It was an unusual specta-

cle in the Wheeling Council 
Chambers last Wednesday, 
as cameras from every 
major network television 
affiliate, as well as some 
minor ones, pointed their 
cameras at Hermes, and, 
more steadily, at a little 
Panasonic cassette player 
inches away from their 
lenses. They were joined by 
radio reporters, who held 
their own tape recorders or 
microphones close to the 
tape, and broadcast it later, 
to little avail. 

Trying to identify a sus-
pect through public broad-
cast of his voice was a new 
experience for Channel 7 
cameraman Art Campbell 
and Channel 5's Jim Strick-
lin, though they have 42 
years of experience between 
them. 

"I don't remember doing 
anything like this, and I've 
done a lot of crime stuff," 
said Stricklin. Neither cam-
eraman remembered hear-
ing of anyone doing it 
elsewhere in the country, 
either. 

Hermes said that Santos' 
friends and relatives have 

(Continued on page 14) 

But that suggestion has lim-
its, because there was a work-
ing telephone in the 
apartment, which could have 
alerted authorities much 
quicker than even driving the 
half-mile to the public phone. 

The caller apparently 
knew the location of the 
Santos apartment well, 
because he gave the address, 
including the village, with 
assurance, according to Her-
mes. 

Detectives checked out 85 
leads called into headquar-
ters, most of which were in 
response to press coverage of 
the murder, including the 
broadcasted 911 call. All of 
them turned out to be dead 
ends, including one person 
who swore Jimmy Swaggart 
did it, according to Hermes. 

But Hermes did not con-
sider the time chasing the 
leads to be wasted. "We 
might investigate the 86th 
lead and find him," he said. 

"As it goes on without get-
ting close to developing a 
suspect the chances. . . get 
slimmer of an arrest. 

"But you've got case 5-6 
years old that suddenly get 
solved. It doesn't happen 
often, but it happens." 

Poor tape 
dooms 91 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF VepfR 

o CC_ 11) 7 1  
Wheeling Police may 

have been doomed from the 
start in their creative effort 
to find the man who called 
911 to tell of the imminent 
death of Jamie "Sasha" 
Santos Oct. 29 because of 
the poor fidelity common to 
telephone microphones, 
according to a Northwestern 
University speech expert. 

The voice of the last man 
to see her breathe was prob-
ably distorted over the 
phone beyond easy recogni-
tion, according to Dr. Tom 
Carrell, who wrote his doc-
toral dissertation on the 
ability of people to recog-
nize voices. 

Wheeling Police broad-
cast the 911 call through the 
electronic media in hopes of 

print, and many voices are 
virtually the same. He said 
that voiceprints are inadmis-
sible in court because, like 
polygraph tests, they aren't 
necessarily accurate. 

"They're probably even 
worse," he added. 

Chicago FBI spokesman 
Bob Long compared the 
Wheeling ploy to publication 
of pictures of bank robbers, a 
practice often encouraged by 
FBI agents. 

"Sometimes, even when 
we get clear photos in the 
paper, we get no calls. Other 
times, when the pictures are 

quality 
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identifying the caller. 
He said that people can 

identify the recorded voice 
of an individual they've 
known all their lives about 
90 percent of the time, 
under optimal conditions. 

"But these were nothing 
like optimal conditions," 
said Carrell. 

"The average speech sig-
nal of a telephone is about 
3,000 hertz, and the speech 
of the average man goes up 
to about 9,000 hertz," said 
Carrell. He said that meant 
the phone would narrow the 
spectrum of sounds avail-
able to the ear by two-
thirds. 

He added that people can 
recognize a familiar voice 
after 30 or 40 years without 
having heard it, but that a 
voice is not like a finger- 

(Continued on page 8) 

out of focus, we get a lot of 
calls." 

He said the reason for the 
lack of success "could be the 
personality of the listener —
there are times when a lot of 
people know about a murder, 
and nobody comes forward, 
even if they know who did it. 
Some of them have fears, 
and some don't want to get 
involved. 

"Unfortunately, coopera-
tion from the public often 
isn't there," said the veteran 
special agent. 

"Maybe the person that 

dozens of leads, but no 

could have identified the per-
son was on vacation, or not 
watching the news that day. 
If you could push to get 
something like that played 
several more times, that 
might be a very good thing. 
But good luck. 

"When they do that, they 
get into money for advertis-
ing. . . and it's getting to be 
old news, and how many peo-
ple are going to identify from 
the limited conversation? 

"It's sad, but there's a lot 
of unsolved murders out 
there." 

Members of the media crowd around a Pana- The tape produced 
sonic recorder as Wheeling Deputy Chief killer. 
Michael Hermes plays the 911 tape last week. 



the state also rose, although slighlly, 
and most of the Northwest subints 
reflected that increase. 

Cook County, including Chicago, 
experienced a 6.1 percent increase in 
the crime rate per 100,000 residents 
last year. The state police figures do 
not provide rates for suburban Cook 
County. 

"Clearly if you look at the trends, 
when you look at all of them, it cer-
tainly seems to be toward more vio-
lence," said Kevin Morison, spokes-
man for Illinois Criminal Justice In-
formation Authority. His agency has 
yet to analyze crime trends for this 
year. 

A recent series of violent crime, 
including the murder of a Wheeling 
exotic dancer Oct. 28 and the wound- 

ing of a Palatine patrol officer Nov. 
4, may have residents wondering 
about their safety but numbers for 
violent crimes remain low. 

And, while law enforcement repre-
sentatives maintain the recession 
may be boosting crime a bit in the 
Northwest suburbs, they are con-
vinced the area is no more violent 
this year than in previous years. 

"I don't know that it's been more 
violent this year," Haeger said. 
"We've had years that have been 
more violent than this year." 

Schaumburg Police Sgt. Ron 
Dutner said the recession may have 
brought more crime to the suburbs, 
although he declined to say the sub-
urbs are becoming more violent. 

"The only thing that jumps out at 
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Violent crime in Illinois rises, 
suburbs have mixed statistics 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Violent crime in Illinois increased 
more than 11 percent last year but 
violence in the Northwest suburbs 
was more enigmatic. 

While experts are hinting growing 
violence may be catching up finally 
to the area this year, law enforce-
ment representatives are less 
discouraging. 

Statistics released Friday by the 
Illinois State Police show all categor-
ies of violent crime rose last year 
over figures reported in 1989. A total 
of 112,024 violent crimes were re-
ported last year, up from the previ-
ous year's total of 100,780. 

Reported property crime around 

LAMM: 
Wheeling 
tactical 
unit back 
Continued from Page 1 

how to recognize crime," Arlington 
Heights Police Commander Richard 
W. Robinson said. "We feel it's very 
important that we get out in the com-
munity." 

Robinson said the department's 
emphasis on crime prevention pro-
grams throughout the village may be 
paying dividends. 

"If you educate the public," Rob-
inson added, "their perception of 
crime changes and their attitude 
toward crime changes as well. We 
look to the public to help us out." 

Schaumburg experienced growth 
in all but one category of serious 
crime last year. Wheeling and Pala-
tine experienced similar patterns. 

Criminal sexual assaults dropped 
nearly 29 percent in 1990 in Schaum-
burg, the statistics show. 

"It appears that with the growth in 
our town, we have increases in cer-
tain types of crime," Police Sgt. Ron 
Dutner said Friday. "With more peo-
ple moving out here, more shopping 
centers, more commercial develop-
ment and more residential develop-
ment, that's where you run into 
problems." 

Dutner said the department has 
taken a "pro-active" approach to 
fighting crime in the suburban me-
tropolis. The village has added more 
than 30 patrol officers in the past 
three years, he said. 

Also, the department offers anti-
sexual assault seminars for women's 
groups about five times a year, a 
task force dispatched to solve specif-
ic crime trends and a well-staffed 
crime analysis section, Dutner said. 

Wheeling experienced increases in 
all major crime except aggravated 
criminal sexual assault and motor 
vehicle theft last year. Palatine 
showed increases in all serious 
crimes except aggravated assault 
and arson.  

Community Year Population 
Murder & 

manslaughter Robbery 
Agrvt. 

Assault Burglary 
Larceny- 

theft 

Motor 
Vehicle 

theft 

Arlington 1990 75,460 1 24 46 460 2,110 117 
Heights 1989 73,320 0 26 48 480 1,924 162 

% change +2.9 + 100.0 -7.7 -4.2 -4.2 +9.7 -27.8 

Buffalo 1990 36,427 0 2 6 80 650 26 
Grove 1989 32,050 0 3 7 62 559 30 

change + 13.7 -33.3 -14.3 +29.0 + 16.3 -13.3 

Des 1990 53,223 0 23 41 294 1,495 156 
Plaines 1989 55,490 2 21 51 328 1,507 136 

change -4.1 -200.00 +9.5 -19.6 -10.4 -0.8 + 14.7 

Elk Grove 1990 33,429 0 14 31 235 1,071 80 
Village 1989 33,240 0 11 31 238 1,017 91 

% change +0.6 +27.3 -1.3 +5.3 -12.1 

Hanover 1990 32,895 2 16 48 257 900 40 
Park 1989 31,630 0 16 59 215 948 40 

change +4.0 +200.0 -18.6 +19.5 -5.1 

Hoffman 1990 46,561 0 10 38 267 1,220 95 
Estates 1989 44,720 10 40 245 990 79 

% change +4.1 -100.0 -0 -5.0 +9.0 +23.2 +20.2 

Mount 1990 53,170 12 36 298 1,383 135 
Prospect 1989 53,120 0 12 61 277 1,338 138 

% change +0.1 +100.0 -41.0 + 7.6 + 3.4 -2.2 

Palatine 1990 39,253 2 21 23 221 1,254 77 
1989 35,550 0 11 24 198 1,093 77 

°A) change +10.4 +200.0 +90.9 -4.2 +11.6 +14.7 

Prospect 1990 15,239 0 7 25 127 309 35 
Heights 1989 14,160 0 19 37 167 463 81 

% change +7.6 -63.2 -32.4 -24.0 -33.3 -56.8 

Rolling 1990 22„591 0 14 34 190 809 64 
Meadows 1989 21,790 0 7 42 213 743 53 

% change +3.7 + 100.0 -19.0 -10.8 + 8.9 +20.8 

Roselle 1990 20,819 0 2 17 61 309 19 
1989 20,520 0 9 10 98 330 16 

change +1.5 -77.8 + 70.7 -37.8 -6.4 + 18.8 

Schaumburg 1990 68,586 35 104 663 2,511 302 
1989 64,690 0 27 92 575 2,244 285 

°A) change +6.0 -100.0 + 29.6 + 13.0 + 15.3 +11.9 + 6.0 

Wheeling 1990 29,911 0 7 38 143 742 29 
1989 28,390 0 4 36 115 663 45 

°A) change +5.4 +75.0 + 5.6 +24.3 +11.9 -35.6 

Chicago 1990 2,783,726 851 37,136 41,042 49,803 129,046 48,998 
1989 2,977,520 742 31,622 37,614 51,569 130,041 46,196 

% change -6.5 +14.7 +17.4 +9.1 -3.4 -0.8 +6.1 

Crime in Cook County 

Arson 
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WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

( (- 
Board approves 
reappointments 

Wheeling village trustees con-
firmed several of Village Presi-
dent Sheila H. Schultz's reap-
pointments to various commis-
sions. 

Reappointed to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals were Tom 
Kirchner and Wayne Wisinski; 
Maurice Schrote to the senior citi-
zens commission; William J. 
Maloney to the police pension 
board; Terry Steilen, Otis 
Hedlund, and Steven Walanka to 
the Plan commmission; and De-
brah Steffen and Ardell Lipowski 
to the board of health. 

Village to pay 
$9,000 for pruning 

Trustees voted to pay slightly 
more than $9,000 to have trees in 
the village's parkways trimmed. 

Although Tru Green Corpora-
tion of Wheeling was the lowest of 
the seven bidders on the trimm-
ing, Robert W. Hendricksen Co. of 
Des Plaines will do the work. 

Scott Shirley, assistant director 
of operations and maintenance 
recommended Hendricksen after 
determining that Tru Green did 
not have sufficient experience in 
municipal tree-trimming work. 

Bids waived for 
fire engine repair 

Trustees agreed to waive the 
competitive bid process and 
spend $10,400 to repair one of the 
fire department's engines. 

Cheif Keith MacIsaac said Illi-
nois FWD Truck and Equipment 
Co. in Rosemont will do the work 
on the 23-year-old pumper. 

He said the truck has already 
been out of service for seven 
weeks and there was not time to 
"shop around" for repairs. 

High school service club receives award 
A cash prize was awarded to a 

service organization at John Her-
sey High School from a state-
sponsored children's advocacy 
group. 

The school's Service Over Self 
Club was chosen for the $1,000 

award by the Citizens Council of 
Children which serves the Illinois 
General Assembly. 

A plaque recognizing the club's 
accomplishments will be present-
ed to faculty adviser, Will 
Kowlowski. 

Colonial 
Townhomes 

• 
Restaurant projects keep plan commissioners occupied 
BY RICK TILLER 
and BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Creekside Plaza could become the 
home of Wa-Pa-Ghetti's Pizza and 
an expanded El Famous Burrito if 
village trustees go along with plan 
commission approvals of the larger 
eateries. 

El Famous Burrito is already lo-
cated in the plaza, at the corner of  

Old McHenry and Elmhurst Roads, 
but owner Pedro Sagredo is looking 
to take over the vacant retail space 
next to the restaurant, at 236 Old 
McHenry Road, to offer more seat-
ing and serve carryout customers 
better. 

Sagredo said the expansion would 
not attract new customers but would 
only ease the crowding for those 
waiting to be seated. And although 
Commissioner Frank A. Prioietta  

said he had received some com-
plaints about crowds gathering in 
front of the restaurant on late sum-
mer nights, Sagredo said he had not 
received any. 

Resident Adam D'Auria, a mem-
ber of the board of directors for the 
nearby Chelsea Cove Condominium 
Association, said he had seen some 
crowds leaving the restaurant but 
that he had never heard of a distur-
bance nor noticed anything particu- 

larly noisy about the clientele in the 
evening. 

Also hoping to move into Creek-
side, just several doors from El Fa-
mous Burrito, at 208-212 N. Old 
McHenry will be Wa-Pa-Ghetti's Piz-
za, which is currently located at 46 
W. Dundee Road. Owner Joseph 
Mastrototaro said he wants to make 
the move to the 2,400-square-foot 
Creekside shop because he needs the 
space for new ovens and other equip- 

ment. 
Commissioners approved the spe-

cial use permit request for a sit-
down/carry-out restaurant with little 
more than the condition that Mastro-
totaro's five delivery trucks be 
parked behind, not in front of the 
shop. 

Commissioners also gave the go-
ahead for a new restaurant at 122 S. 
Elmhurst Road. 

Owner Falah Tabahi wants to open  

up a restaurant featuring Middle 
Eastern cuisine as well as American 
food. 

However, he will have to excavate 
three portions of the property on 
which the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency had found ben-
zine, a sign of a gasoline leak. 

At one time the property was home 
of gas station and the soil around the 
former site of the gas tank is be-
lieved to be contaminated. 
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Homeowners seek to ease 
parking woes at town homes 
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Wheeling officials will begin 
talking with the homeowners' as-
sociation of Colonial Townhomes 
in hopes of finding ways to ease 
parking problems and getting 
some abandoned cars littering 
the area around the town houses 
removed. 

While representatives from the 
72-unit town house development 
at the corner of Elmhurst and Old 
McHenry Roads had asked trus-
tees to remove the overnight 
parking ban on Colonial Drive, 
just north of the townhomes. 
Wheeling trustees said recently 
they prefer to find a way to get 
additional parking at the site. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said it would take a spe-
cial ordinance to remove the 
parking ban on that street be-
cause the ban—which prohibits 
street parking from 2 a.m. to 6 
a.m. — is village-wide. 

He said the ban has been en-
forced more strictly in recent 
weeks as the village gears up for 
snowplowing. 

"We have been concerned with 
the number of inoperable vehicles 
in that area," Anderson said. 
"The shortage of off-street park-
ing for residents of Colonial 
Townhomes does present prob-
lems for the people who live 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

there." 
Although current village code 

stipulates that town house com-
plexes must have 2.5 parking 
spaces per unit and another 20 
percent of that number for guest 
parking, Colonial has only one 
parking space per unit. 

Anderson said 50 spaces could 
be added along Colonial Drive in 
the village right-of-way, but that 
would still leave the town house 
complex several spaces short of 
the 238 necessary to meet village 
codes. 

Kanti Thakker, a representa-
tive of the homeowners' associa-
tion, said the group wants to sit 
down with village officials and 
get the parking problem solved. 

"This is causing us big prob-
lems," he said. "We don't have 
enough spaces." 

Daily Herald Map 
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Bubbling over 
Mayors from the three villages served by 
School District 21 were all bubbly over the 
christening of the Discovery Learning Foun-
dation. Seated behind table from left, 

Wheeling's Sheila Schultz, Buffalo Grove's 
Sid Mathias, and Arlington Height's Bill 
Maki, join students in watching the bubble 
magic. f_(Q e  Lcf V/ 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Palwaukee Airport Com-
mission's relocation of the Hintz 
and Wolf roads intersection could 
move along more quickly if the 
governor signs a bill passed by 
state legislators during the veto 
session. 

Under the bill, the airport could 
acquire the property needed to 
move the roads faster using 
"quick take" power. 

Airport Manager Fred E. Stew-
art said the airport would be able 
to gain title to property it wishes 
to acquire immediately after en-
tering condemnation proceedings 
on that property. 

"On or after the date of con-
demnation filing we can petition 
the court for title to the land," he 
said. "The court will have a hear-
ing where we submit our appra-
isal and if the judge deems the of-
fer reasonable we can have the 
title to the property." 

Stewart said if the owner ob-
jects to the price he can go ahead 
with a trial and if a jury decides 
the land is worth more, the air-
port then has to pay the differ-
ence between the jury's price and 
the appraised price, which has al- 

ready been deposited with the 
courts. 

There are six parcels of proper-
ty in condemnation suits and 28 
parcels still need to be acquired 
for the relocation of the intersec-
tion. It is being moved farther 
west and north to create a Feder-
al Aviation Administration re-
quired clear zone at the end of the 
airport's longest runway. 

If Gov. Jim Edgar signs the 
bill, work on the relocation could 
begin as early as next year, only 
one year later than airport offi-
cials had originally hoped. 

"We can be relatively assured 
of getting the property we need 
for next year's construction —
which is the relocation of bridg-
es," said Stewart. 

This is the second time the co-
owners of the airport the Vil-
lage of Wheeling and the City of 
Prospect Heights — have at-
tempted to get the "quick take" 
legislation through Springfield. 

"This is a very sensitive issue," 
said Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz. "Legislators 
are very reluctant in giving this 
kind of power, but with us it is so 
specific — the parcels involved in 
the relocation are named in the 
legislation." 

Palwaukee officials looking 
to Edgar for cxpansion help 

Y BONNIE BOOTH / --°41f  
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Former conurnssioner 
thanked for service 

Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz presented Ed-
ward H. Main with a certificate of 
appreciation for his service to the 
village as a member of the Board 
of Fire and Police Commission-
ers. 

Main, who served on the ap-
pearance commission before join-
ing the police and fire commis-
sion, resigned effective Oct. 21 
because he moved to Prospect 
Heights. 

"It was a pleasure to serve this 
president and this board," Main 
said after receiving the certifi-
cate. "I will always be part of the 
village of Wheeling in my heart." 

Village signs new 
recycling agreement 

Trustees voted to sign an agree-
ment with Best Recycling/Recy- 

C - cif 
cle America for the recycling of 
some office paper used at village 
hall. 

The village discontinued its re-
cycling agreement with Desk Top 
Recycling after they were noti-
fied the company would begin 
charging them $35 for each paper 
pickup. 

While Desk Top Recycling 
picked up most paper, Best Recy-
cling will only pick up white pa-
per including letterhead, comput-
er printouts and copy paper. The 
village will be charged $4 per cu-
bic yard of paper collected but 
any proceeds from the sale of the 
paper will be split between the 
village and Best Recycling. 

Engineers hired 
to fix runway lights 

Trustees agreed to hire Craw-
ford, Murphy and Tilly Inc., for 
engineering services needed to 
recable the emergency lighting 
system on the longest runway at 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

flower shop for almost 40 years, 
could have appealed to the United 
States Supreme Court, but he said he 
has exhausted his money and he will 
try to use public opinion to get the 
village to pay him what he feels his 
land and business are worth. 

"I spent so much money on law-
yers," he said. "And I think it is too 
late now for another appeal." 

Dreiske said he hopes to send out a 
mailing to Wheeling residents, take 
out newspaper ads, and circulate 
petitions asking the village to pay 
him more than the $310,000 offered to 
him for his land six years ago. 

The village wants Dreiske's land 

Wheeling officials look at 
anti-discrimination efforts 

ct>  
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees took their first 
step Monday toward dealing more 
effectively with discrimination com-
plaints when they began looking at 
ways to update village ordinances 
dealing with the subject. 

While the Cook County board has 
drafted a countywide ordinance, Vil-
lage Manager Craig G. Anderson : 
said the village should have its own. 

"As far as the village is con-
cerned, we do have some obligation 
to assure non-discrimination," he,  
said. "We need to have something in 
place we can administer that does 
not allow us to be pre-empted by the 
county. We would like to'have con-
trol over our ordinances and how 
they are administered." 

The village currently has ordi-.: 
nances creating two commissions 
that could deal with fair housing and 
discrimination issues but, neither 
commission has been active for sev-
eral years. 

And although trustees first looked 
at combining the two commissions 
into one to handle any complaints, 
they later decided that was a job for 
the village staff and the village 
board. 

and three other parcels around the leading Dreiske to appeal to the Illi-
corner of Dundee and Milwaukee hois Supreme Court. 
Roads for a tax increment financing Village officials, who had not 
(TIF) district. TIF districts are yecetmd word of the court's deei 
commonly established to improve . siont  salt they would begin condem 
blighted or rundown areas. natibnproceedings. 

A Cook County Circuit Court judge "If it is indeed true that the $uf, 
ruled in 1988 that Wheeling had not 'prethe Court is not going to hear tile 
met the state criteria for establish- ' matter we will proceed with con-
ing a TIF district halting village demnation suits on several proper-, 
plans to condemn Dreiske's proper- ties," said Village Manager Craig 9. 
ty, Tien Tsin Restaurant, Dunkin Do- Anderson. 
nuts and Wheeling Auto Repair — all Anderson added that the village is 
of whom filed suit to stop the con- obligeRd to pay only what the fair 
demnation proceedings. market value of the property was 

But his decision was overturned by When'coildemnation proceedings pe- 
an appellate court earlier this year gan on the properties in 1986. 4  

— — 

A Wheeling flower shop owner's 
six-year battle to keep the village 
from taking his land ended recently 
when the Illinois Supreme Court de-
cided not to hear his appeal of an ap-
pellate court decision giving the vil-
lage the go-ahead to condemn his 
property. 

Erwin Dreiske, owner of the 
Wheeling Flower Shop at 88 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., said he has 
received notification from his attor-
ney that his appeal has been denied. 

Dreiske, who has operated the 

Trustee William Rogers said he 
;wag teary of giving a group of ap-
IpojnteesIthe role of deciding discrim-
ination/cases and assessing fines. 

"This is a very difficult situation," 
by said. "Me could be talking about a 
RA of money. I'm not sure a volun-
teer gtoOp serving on a commission 
.1.44oulct feel comfortable taking on 
thoge issues." 

, And. while he thought it might be 
beSt to let discrimination cases be 
dealt. *lib on a state or federal level, 

' vitpge President Sheila H. Schultz 
said the village should get involved. 

"Local elected officials should put 
themselves on the record as opposed 
to this type of behavior and be ready 
to back that up," she said. 

Trustees decided that any com-
plaints should initially be brought to 
the village manager, who should try 
and mediate a solution. However, if 
that does not work, the village board 
could step in, with its decision being 
final. 
4. Before making any changes in the 

*current ordinances, village staff will 
.:loOk to, other municipalities to say 
..how they are handling any problems. 

-Trustees also are leaning toward 
holding ppen forums on a regular ba-

k,s0 to give residents a chance to 
volteliny. complaints. 

Appeal denied in condemnation case 
7/  



False alarms come at a price now 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling businessmen and home-
owners can expect to start paying 
for repeated false burglar alarms 
under a village ordinance passed 
last March now that the grace period 
instituted by the police department 
has expired. 

While the ordinance became law 
last May, the police department be-
gan documenting false alarms that 
will lead to fines on Nov. 1. And Ser-
geant Juan Rivera said several 
Wheeling businesses could soon be-
gin paying fine.5.. 

The ordinance, which was prompt-
ed by a 14 percent increase in false 
alarms in the police department 
alone, sets a fine of $50 for each false 
alarm between five and 10 in a per-
mit year. That fine jumps to $100 per 
alarm after 10. 

"In August we gave out notices 
that on Nov. 1 we would start docu-
menting and taking count," Rivera 
said. "We were expecting people to 
take corrective action to get their 
alarms working properly." 

But Rivera said there are already 
three companies that have had four 
false alarms this month alone. 

"There are some companies t  

want to curtail the problem," he 
said. "It has a lot to do with employ-
ee error. It is not something that 
can't be corrected and the clock is 
really running now." 

Alarm owners must register with 
the village and pay a $20 annual li-
censing fee. New owners are allowed 
a two-month grace period when no 
fees are charged to work out any 
bugs in their systems. 

False fire alarms are also covered 
by the ordinance and Wheeling Fire 
Chief Keith S. MacIsaac said his de-
partment did not allow a grace per-- 
• • . ‘,..Irg between the  

the time it became law. 
He said only one alarm owner ha's 

been fined so far. 
"Ninety-nine percent of false fig 

alarms can be avoided if the systems 
are cleaned and maintained," Ma-
cIsaac said. "The ordinance MS 
worked for us. It has made certain 
people correct problems." 

And MacIsaac noted that only peo-
ple with system malfunctions are 
fined. 

"They are not charged when 
someone pulls a fire alarm," he said. 

In October, there were 35 false fire 
alarms — including 19 system mal- 

Wheeling trustees OK 
ro e tax increase 

board and vehicle maintenance. 
About 66 percent of the general fund 
goes to pay salaries in those areas. 

Wheeling residents will see a slight Fialkowski said there has been a 
increase in property taxes they pay gradual increase in the cost of pro-
to the village now that trustees have viding general government services, 
adopted a 1991 tax levy of $6.5 mil- with that cost rising about 50 percent 
lion. over the past nine years. But he said 

And although that amount was 18 public safety costs — including the 
percent higher than the 1990 tax 1ev- hiring of police and fire personnel to 
ies, trustees immediately abated a accommodate village growth — has 
portion of the levy, bringing the ac- doubled in that same time period. 
tual amount to be collected in prop- The levy increase is based on a 5 
erty taxes down to $5.8 million — 4.9 percent increase in the 1992-93 vil- 
percent higher than last year's levy. lage budget. 

Trustees abated $758,076 of the "We will keep things the way they 
levy because although they are re- are with a normal increase in opera-
quired to levy that amount to pay off ting expenditures for next year," Fi-
general obligation bonds, the money alkowski said. "Revenues other than 
is not needed. the levy are not going up significant- 

Village Finance Director Robert ly." 
Fialkowski said the village has been Fialkowski said he expects the vil- 
able to abate some money in the gen- lage tax rate of $1.12 per $100 as-
eral obligation bonds fund for the sessed valuation to go up no more 
past several years because the vil- than 5 cents as a result of the levy 
lage has not acquired much new increase. At a rate of $1.17, a Wheel- 
debt. ing homeowner living in an average- 

The general fund levy will in- priced house of $100,280 will pay 
crease 21 percent under the new about $318 in property taxes to the 
levy, from $2 million to $2.4 million. village. 

That money is used to pay day-to- Fialkowski said the village would 
day operating expenses for the po- not have had trouble operating un-
lice, fire, finance and community de- der a 5 percent property tax cap 
velopment departments, the admin- over the past few years as levy hikes 
istrative services of the village have hovered around that amount. 

LOCAL REPORT 

Wheeling organizations 
win awards for aesthetics 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Appearance 
Commission has recognized four 
Wheeling organizations for their 
efforts to enhance and improve 
their buildings or properties. 

Representatives from Crescent 
Cardboard, the Polo Run subdivi-
sion, Pizza Hut Restaurant and 
the Community Presbyterian 
Church were presented with the 
awards this week by Village Pres-
ident Sheila H. Schultz. 

This is the 11th year for the 
awards which are given in four 
categories: industrial, multi-fam-
ily residential, commercial and 
non-profit. 

"We are very proud of the con-
tinuous improving appearance of 
the village," said Schultz. 

Each organization was present-
ed with an award for the owner, 
architect and landscape archi-
tect. 

The purpose of the awards is to 
encourage companies to improve 
and keep up the aesthetics of 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

their property, said Thomas Fen-
nell Jr., building, housing and 
zoning administrator. 

The appearance commission 
will consider any building that 
fits into one of the four categories 
and village residents are encour-
aged to do the nominating. 

The buildings are awarded 
points in overall site planning, ar-
chitectural design and detailing, 
landscape design and how light-
ing and signs are integrated into 
the site design. Each of the five 
appearance commission mem-
bers judge each entry. 

Also for the first year, several 
other organizations were recog-
nized with certificates of merit or 
letters of commendation for the 
upkeep and maintenance. 

They were: Dundee and Wolf 
Automotive Services, Inc., In-
deck Power Equipment Compa-
ny, Smalley Steel Ring Company, 
J.W. Allen Company, Love Con-
trols Corporation, Parker Hanni-
fin Corporation, 94th Aero Squad-
ron, E Z Por Corporation and 
Penta Construction Company. 

Geoff Scheerer/Pioneer Press 
Wheeling Are Chief Keith Maclsaacs stands in quee in front of the municipal center. The sign 
front of the Spanish-worded sign on the mar- urges smoke detector use. 

Spanish-speaking signs 
have Wheeling talking , /c 

By IRV LEAVITT 

No boundaries 
"But having or not having 

smoke detectors, and not 
maintaining them if one has 
them, knows no ethnic 
boundaries," he added. 
"Hopefully, this will prevent 
a tragedy." 

Spanish snippets on the 
sign are something no-habla-
espanol Wheeling residents 
might as well get used to, 
according to the fire chief. 
It's likely that messages in 
Spanish recommending hav-
ing furnaces checked or 
adopting a home escape plan 
will be among those dis-
played the remainder of the 
year. Similar messages in 
English have already run this 
season. 

The bulletins are changed 
weekly, and don't necessarily 
appear on both sides of the 
sign. While the west surface 
spoke to smoke detection last 

According to the 1990 cen-
sus, about 8 percent of 
Wheeling's 29,911 residents 
are Hispanic, though many 
have no problems with the 
English language. Though 
Hispanic represent less than 
two percent more of the total 
village population than they 
did a decade ago, their num-
bers doubled, from 1,282 to 
2,508. In the same period, the 
total village population rose 
29 percent. 

When the fire department 
held its first public open 
house last year, brochures on 
safety were distributed in 
both English and Spanish, to 
facilitate communication of 
life-saving topics to Spanish-
speakers. None of the village 
firefighters speak Spanish, 
however. The sign's exact 
wording was created by MacI-
saacs' old friend Mario Tris-
tian, a fire inspector from the 
Mt. Prospect department. No 
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saacs. Increased numbers 

"Did you see what was on 
the sign out front of Village 
Hall?" asked the woman, 
laughing. "People are talking 
about it all over town. But I'll 
be darned if I know what it 
says." 

What it said was, "Instale 
y de mantenimento a los 
detectores de humo." What it 
means is, buy smoke detec-
tors, and make sure they're 
in working order. 

It may represent the first-
ever appearance of a foreign-
language message on the 
marquee sign in front of the 
Wheeling Municipal complex. 
Residents gave it mixed 
reviews this week, but that 
doesn't bother its author very 
much. 

"The calls ran the gamut 
from very emotional that it 
was very inappropriate to 
have it there, to others who 
thought it was a great idea," 
said Fire Chief Keith Mad- 



Kurt Butcher/Pioneer Press 
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Wheeling downtown takes center stage 
. - - 

A decision by property owners to stop 
fighting condemnation may give Wheeling 
the green light to shift its plans for 
downtown redevelopment into higher gear. 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER ' 

I  
Wheeling finally has the green light to resume 

condemnation procedures on land known as the 
Crossroads Development, and it may be not a 
moment too soon for the village's east side. 

The project in the northwest corner of Milwau-
kee Avenue and Dundee Road is seen by village 
officials as a spur to development on Milwaukee 
Avenue, something that has been nearly non-ex-
istent in recent years. 

Concerned with the lack of growth on Milwau-
kee Avenue, the village created a Tax Increment 
Finance district in 1985, and then passed a $4.3 
million bond issue to fund it. The district 
stretches along the highway from about a half-
mile north of Dundee to about a mile south of it. 
Owners of properties within the Crossroads Pro-
ject in the northwest corner of the TIF area have 
recently given up fighting condemnation, as the 
Illinois Supreme Court refused to consider their 
last appeal. Meanwhile, almost nothing has been 
happening anywhere along Milwaukee Avenue. 

"It's really unfortunate the objectors chose to 
work against us instead of with us. . . it's been a 
real hardship on the rest of the business people 
along Milwaukee Avenue," said Village President 
Sheila Schultz. 

13-acre retail development 
She said the village plans a 13-acre retail, 

pedestrian-friendly development anchored by the 
present Sportmart and at least one other large 
store. A good anchor would be a Jewel food store. 
There once was one there, but it is long gone. 

Some of the bond money has been used to buy 
Crossroads lots, but much is left, to pay court-
regulated prices for condemned land, according 
to Schultz. 

She and other village officials would like to 
encourage owners of property throughout the 

Hardy Maniora, manager of Futrell Auto Sales, pulls 
on the unlocked gate that opens onto 611 N. 
Milwaukee Avenue, which has served as an unoffi- 

entire 120-acre district to combine to sell in 
groups, for upscale land uses. But the owners 
have largely refused, according to Village Man-
ager Craig Anderson. He said owners of narrow 
lots want to sell the property for houses, not 
large commercial uses, because they can get 
more money per square foot that way. 

But some local commercial real estate agents 
say they have a hard time selling anything on 
the road for any purpose. Some say a principal 
reason is that the village is very particular about 
what it allows. 

"Most of Milwaukee is in that (TIF district)," 

cial meeting place for drunks and gang members. 
The property is one of several on Milwaukee that has 
long been vacant. 

said one long-time real estate operator, who 
asked not to have his name published. "I've got 
to do business here," he laughed. 

"We've tried to develop a couple of pieces and 
ran into all types of difficulties,"' he said. "I 
don't even know what they want there," he said. 

"I've nixed most of them," agreed Village 
planner Mark Janeck of the TIF-area develop-
ment proposals that have come across his desk. 
"There's been very little new development," he 
said, adding that over the last half-dozen years, 
the only projects he knows of that were corn- 

(Continued on page 9) 
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pleted were an addition to 
Bob Chinn's CrabHouse, and 
a low-rise office center next 
door to the midwest's largest 
grossing eatery. 

But he denied that the vil-
lage is opposed to all Milwau-
kee Avenue development 
except office buildings, and 
dislikes strip malls in partic-
ular, a claim made by some 
real estate operators. 

Strip malls 
He said that the strip 

malls that have been pro-
posed were often positioned 
end-on on narrow lots, and 
had too little parking and 
perilous access onto the high-
way. As it is, a large portion 
of the accidents in Wheeling 
occur on Milwaukee Avenue, 
as do many drunk-driving 
arrests, according to police 
statistics. Taverns are a com-
mon land-use on the old 
highway, both within and 
beyond the village. 

One Wheeling commercial 

realtor said he "tried to do (a 
strip mall) on Milwaukee 
Avenue. . . permitting was 
taking so long (the customer) 
got discouraged. 120 days for 
approval. They're not tying 
up property unless they can 
be sure." 

Joe Mastrototaro just won 
village approval Tuesday to 
open a new Wa-Pa-Ghetti's 
pizza restaurant on rented 
land at 208 McHenry Road. 
He has outgrown his Wheel-
ing store at its present loca-
tion at 46 W. Dundee Road in 
the Creekside Shopping Cen-
ter. 

Deal refused 
But two years ago, he 

bought land at Mors Avenue 
and Milwaukee to build a res-
taurant on the first floor of a 
projected two-story office 
building. But when he balked 
at that deal, approved by the 
village, and tried a six-store 
strip mall, he was refused. 

"$225,000," he moaned  

when asked what he paid for 
the land. "Oh, man I'm tak-
ing a beating. The real estate 
tax is $9,000 a year, plus the 
mortgage." And he hasn't 
been able to sell the land. 

Village Planner Janeck 
said Wheeling just doesn't 
want take-out-delivery restau-
rants that close to single-fam-
ily residences. He said they 
cause fumes, noise and traffic 
from the delivery trucks, and 
sanitary difficulties from the 
garbage. 

Sympathetic 
Schultz was sympathetic to 

property owners who can't 
sell property, waiting for 
something to happen in the 
Crossroads or for planned 
Milwaukee Avenue street 
widening. 

"People have kind of been 
on hold," she said. "They 
don't know, and we can't tell 
them." 
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Wheeling eyes tough plans 
to erase graffiti in village 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

If trustees approve the ordi-
nance that prohibits the sale of 
spray paint, the village would be 

 

Wheeling trustees took their one of three communities — in- 
first look at two potentially con- eluding Chicago — in northern 
troversial ordinances to curb Illinois to have such an ordi- 
graffiti in the village when they nance. 
met Monday night. The ordinance would also make 

One of the ordinances would it illegal for minors to ask an old- 
ban the sale of spray paint to mi- er person to purchase the paint 
nors and the second would give for them or for minors to present 
the village the power to clean false identification in an attempt 
graffiti off buildings or structures to purchase spray paint. 
and then the property owner Village attorney James A. 
would have to pay the village for Rhodes said that while there had 
the cleanup before the property not been court challenges to 
could be sold. spray paint ordinances in other 

So far in 1991, the Wheeling po- communities, he expects there 
lice department has recorded 56 will be. 
incidents of graffiti — not all of 
which is categorized as gang 
graffiti. Seven of the incidents 
have been classified as hate graf-
fiti, two as satanic graffiti and 
four as non-specific incidents. 

And Police Chief Michael F. 
Haeger said the statistics are a 
bit skewed because 17 of the inci-
dents were reported during the 
weekend of Nov. 22-23. 

"Very honestly this is not a lot 
of activity," said Haeger. "We 
have had some increased activity 
on the east side attributed to one 
or a couple of individuals." 

"Spray paint can be used for 
illegal purposes, but it can also be 
used by minors for legitimate 
purposes," he said. 

He also said there might be 
some challenge to the ordinance 
that would give the village the au-
thority to clean up graffiti if a 
property owner does not do so in a 
"reasonable" amount of time. 

"Ulimately, what is reasonable 
is going to be decided by a 
judge," he said. "And the burden 
will be on us to prove reasonableLi 
ness." 

Abandoned building makes progress tough 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER I 

! 1 " 
The uncOainty faced by 

prospectiv developer. of 
Milwaukee Avenue prop-
erty, and the resultant lack 
of progress, is more than an 
urban-planning problem. 
For some whose livelihoods 
depend on what happens on 
Route 21, there are very 
human consequences. 

Patty Futrell knows what 
that's like. She owns Futrell 
Auto Sales at 577 N. Mil-
waukee in Wheeling. "We're 
not making the nut," she 
said. And she wasn't helped  

any in her effort to pay the 
bills, when, about three 
weeks ago, nine cars were 
vandalized and three were 
stolen in the same night. 

Her son-in-law, Hardy 
Maniora, said that nearby 
vacant, undeveloped prop-
erty may have a lot to do 
with what happened the 
night of Nov. 11. Just to the 
north of the auto dealership 
is the Wonder Bread truck 
terminal and thrift shop. To 
the north of that, at 611 Mil-
waukee, is an old auto auc-
tion and salvage yard. That 
property bends around back 
of Wonderbread to about the  

Futrell lot. 
On the salvage property 

is an old building that used 
to hold the big truck used 
as a podium in the auctions, 
according to Maniora, who 
manages the dealership for 
Futrell, who also employs 
his wife, Cathy. 

The vacant building has 
been used as an after-hours 
drinking den and all-night 
crib by seasonal workers at 
nearby stables, according to 
Futrell, Maniora, and Sandi 
Jarm, the manager of the 
thrift store. 

"They were goin' over 
there in sneaky times," said  

Wheeling Patrolman Mike 
Rompala. 

Locked up tight 
Jarm said she keeps the 

back door of her shop 
locked, worried about the 
people she said she's seen 
come staggering out of the 
building to urinate or wan-
der around. She said they 
often stayed in the salvage 
building all night and all 
morning on holidays, wait-
ing for the taverns to open 
up at 11 a.m. or noon. 

Maniora thinks the build-
ing attracted two men who  

switched keys on a sales-
man the morning before the 
cars were stolen. He said 
Wheeling police had com-
puter-generated pictures of 
the men, but police officials 
did not return calls. 

The building has appar-
ently also attracted gang 
members, as indicated by 
elaborately painted gang 
signs within. They read 
"King Killer" and "Royal 
Nation," apparently refer-
ring to Latin Kings and 
Simon City Royals, a Cauca-
sian gang originally from 
Chicago's Northwest Side. 

(Continued on page 8) 

And Maniora said he's 
found debris piled up on the 
other side of the fence, in an 
obvious attempt to use it as a 
ladder to vault over to 
Futrell. 

Maniora and Futrell said 
they called Police Chief Mike 
Haeger and City Manager 
Craig Anderson after the 
crimes, demanding the prop-
erty be locked up. Police offi-
cers responded by locking 
the building on Nov. 14th, 
though they left the gate 
unlocked and the windows 
unboarded. At least one of 
those windows has since 
been shattered. 

Village President Sheila 
Schultz said Tuesday she 
would have the police inves-
tigate what could be done to 
make the property more 
secure. 

Maniora has an idea what 
to do. He said he's thinking 
of putting a locked chain 
around the fence to hold it 
closed. 

But he and Futrell said 
police have been wonderful 
to them, trying to keep an 
eye on their place and trudg-
ing through high weeds and 
thorns to reach the vacant 
building last summer after 

, another theft. 
And they can't blame cir-

cumstances for all their prob-
lems. Futrell lost her 
husband, _ Short, two years  

ago, who she says was an ace 
in the auto business. A tor-
nado ripped up the roof last 
August. And a motorcycle got 
away from Maniora, seriously 
injuring him, and putting 
him out of action for awhile. 

"He did about $1,400 dol-
lars worth of damage to two 
cars with his body," she said, 
shuddering at the memory of 
his leg and head injuries. 
Right after he got back to 
work, he got appendicitis. 

Ira Frank said his Joseph 
Freed and Associates, of Buf-
falo Grove, has owned the old 
salvage yard for about a year, 
and knocked down other 
buildings on the property 
soon after its purchase. He 
said he gave keys to the 
police to lock the building up 
a few weeks ago. 

He said he has not been 
approached by the city about 
demolition of the remaining 
building, now unattractive to 
squatters in the winter cold. 
He said he would not commit 
to tear it down, and would 
not consider it until the vil-
lage asked him. He said he 
knew nothing of who might 
have abused the building, or 
what crimes they may have 
committed. 

Tom Fennel, head of vil-
lage building inspection, said 
he has not actively pursued 
getting the old building 
demolished. Anderson said  

demolitions are requested of 
property owners "on an infor-
mal basis." 

"Quite honestly, there are 
several buildings along Mil-
waukee Avenue that we'd 
like to encourage the owners 
to take down if they're never 
going to be used. They're a 
liability to the village as well 
as the owner, and often sites 
for illicit activity," he said. 

Fennel said he has suc-
ceeded in getting two Mil-
waukee Avenue buildings 
torn down recently, including 
one that will make room for a 
two-story office building at 
Mors Avenue. 

Presently, village officials 
are struggling to get the 
Schneider house torn down, 
object of vandalism and tres-
passing since the well-liked 
Wheeling sisters who lived 
there passed away. But the 
property is tied up in probate 
court, and so far, the village's 
hands are tied, too. 

The house, at 183 N. Mil-
waukee, caught fire shortly 
before Halloween. After 
Wheeling firefighters struck 
out the blaze, Fire Chief 
Keith MacIsaac ordered the 
lower floors boarded up as a 
hazard. 

Anderson said there are 
ten to twelve vacant proper-
ties in the Milwaukee Avenue 
area. 

Recorder to monitor airport traffic 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Airport officials this 
month will begin monitoring night-
time air traffic via a $4,100 tape re-
corder to determine what type of air-
planes are using the airport at night 
and how much noise they create. 

Airport Manager Fred E. Stewart 
said a voice-activated recording de-
vice will pick up radio transmissions 
going through the control tower after 
it closes, giving airport officials a 
better ear for what goes on at night. 
The tower is open on weekdays from 
6 a.m. until 9 p.m. and on weekends  

from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Stewart said noise complaints 

from neighbors are "negligible' — 
with less than one per week coming 
into the airport's administrative of-
fices. 

"It's not that we don't generate 
noise," said Stewart. "Most of our 
complaints are from people who 
have just moved in and were not 
aware of how much noise the airport 
generates." 

He said the airport purchased the 
$4,100 tape recorder so officials 
would be better able to respond to 
any complaints that are received. 

"We are concerned about the noise 
created by aircraft departing at 
night," Stewart said. "Right now we 
have no way of verifying if such a 
thing happens or finding out who it 
is. We are trying to be as good a 
neighbor as we can." 

Fighting the noise battle is not new 
for Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
commissioners or the pilots who use 
the airport. 

In 1990, the Palwaukee Airport Pi-
lots Association instituted a "good 
neighbor policy" in which they en-
couraged members to avoid flying 
over residential areas whenever pos-
sible during takeoffs and landings. 

And in October commissioners 
voted to ask the tower chief to adopt 
new takeoff patterns and runway 
procedures that would direct planes 
away from nearby homes. They are 
also seeking federal funds to update 
a noise study — completed in 1988 —
so the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion can decide whether to recom-
mend a nighttime curfew on takeoffs 
and landings by large aircraft at the 
airport. 

Stewart said the recorder will give 
the airport an actual traffic count 
and could some day lead to the tower 
being open longer hours. 
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Wants to keep shop 

The Village of Wheeling is deter-
mined to take my flower shop and 
home from my wife and me. We 
have lived in Wheeling and have had 
a very successful business for al-
most 40 years. When we moved here 
from Highland Park there were very 
few people living here in Wheeling. 

My father and I have been in the 
flower business for 117 years. I have 
run this business for 69 years in all. 
Last year our net income was 
$102,000 of which $66,000 was from 
the flower shop. The Village of 
Wheeling wants to steal it from us 
for $310,000. In the past three or four 
years I have paid out $40,657 in law-
yers' fees in order to keep them from 
stealing my property. 

Years ago the Wheeling grammar 
schools held an honors meeting at 
which they presented me with a love-
ly silver plate and a lovely commen-
dation. Two years ago the Wheeling 
High School, at an honors meeting, 
gave me another silver plate and 
commendation. Both times, it was 
for being selected as the Wheeling 
citizen who had done the most for the 
schools. 

A lady came to me when I was at 
the library and said she was Mrs. 
Schultz, the mayor. She said she was 
concerned about my properties. I an-
swered her saying, "Then why try to 
steal them from us?" She went on to 
have the properties condemned. We 
were offered $310,000. She is abso-
lutely determined to take the proper-
ty and business from me. 

This business is 117 years old. It is 
full of life and is loaded with beauti-
ful orchid plants. Our lovely ladies in 
the store are wonderful artists. 

Erwin F. Dreiske 
Wneeling Flower Shop 

Wheeling 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Home business ordinance 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling citizens who may be 
affected by a proposed ordinance 
that would allow some residents 
to operate businesses out of their 
homes have an opportunity to 
voice their opinion when the 
Wheeling Plan Commission 
meets Thursday. 

While all home businesses are 
now prohibited under village 
code, officials have conceded that 
the code is almost impossible to 
enforce. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said the only way the cur-
rent ordinance can be enforced is 
if someone complains to the vil-
lage. 

He said the village receives 
complaints "from time to time" 
and officials would like an ordi-
nance that would make it easy to 
eliminate businesses that are 
causing problems. 

And Mark Janeck, village 
planner, said the proposed ordi-
nance would more clearly identi-
fy what types of businesses may 
or may not operate out of homes. 

"The ordinance will lay out 
constraints and guidelines," he 
said. "Such as how much of a 

home can be used for a business 
and storage guidelines. It will say 
more of what can't be done than 
what can." 

Janeck said he encourages peo-
ple who are now operating busi-
nesses in their homes to speak out 
now - while they have the 
chance. 

"This could affect a lot of peo-
ple," he said. "We want to give 
them their chance to have a say 
in the proposed ordinance." 

And while some trustees want-
ed the ordinance to deal with ser-
vice vehicles parked in drive-
ways, that issue will be handled 
separately. 

The ordinance is modeled after 
a similar one passed by Mount 
Prospect trustees last July. They 
also decided not to include any 
vehicle regulations in the ordi-
nance, allowing for the issue to be 
covered in other areas of the vil-
lage's zoning code. 

Before it was passed, the Mount 
Prospect ordinance underwent 
several changes - including the 
deletion of a measure that would 
have required the businesses to 
register with the village. 

The hearing on the proposed 
Wheeling ordinance will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. Thursday. 
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Trustees learn their roles 
in an emergency situation 
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BY BONNIE.  BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees reviewed the 
village's emergency prepared-
ness plan recently and while 
much of the communication and 
handling of a disaster would rest 
on the village's fire and police de-
partments, trustees also learned 
what roles they could assume if a 
disaster struck the village. 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael 
F. Haeger said each of the vil-
lage's departments has their own 
disaster plan and that the individ-
ual plans come together into a 
master plan in an emergency. 

"One of the keys to being pre-
pared is that you don't always fol-
low the plan detail for detail," he 
said. "The officers who are first 
on the scene kind of establish 
what is going to happen." 

Haeger said the village has 
handled flood emergencies on 
several occasions, and with 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport and 
several corporations that handle 
hazardous materials located in 
the village, there is the potential 
for aircraft crashes and chemical 
spills. 

Fire Chief Keith S. MacIsaac 
said the police and fire depart-
ments handle six or seven mini-
disasters per year. 

"Anything that is going to tax 
the internal resources of the vil-
lage and make or break up could 
be considered a mini-disaster," 
he said. 

An example would be the re-
cent fire at a strip shopping cen-
ter along Dundee Road where as-
sistance from other fire depart-
ments was needed, he said. 

Trustees also took a look at the 
village's emergency operating 
center. 

While the room is used for po-
lice and fire department training, 
it also has been equipped with six 
phone lines and radio hook up so 
it could become a communication 
center if necessary. 

"The village manager, fire 
chief, police chief and other de-
partment heads would be in the 
room," Haeger said. "It would be 
difficult to get key personnel into 
the room but that is where deci-
sions would be made so they 
would have to be there." 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said one of the most im-
portant things trustees could do 
in an emergency disaster situa-
tion would be spreading informa-
tion. 

"You need to be informed be-
cause as a recognized public fig-
ure people will ask you," he said.  
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One village sign 
everyone noticed 

The marquee sign in front of the Wheeling 
municipal building a few weeks ago certainly 
caught the attention of Wheeling residents 
and commuters on busy Dundee Road. 

It's rare for such community bulletin 
boards, which usually remind residents to get 
their vehicle stickers on time or to adhere to 
sprinkling bans, to garner much attention. 
But the sign in Wheeling prompted about two 
dozen calls to the village, and a good deal of 
community discussion, according to Fire 
Chief Keith MacIsaac. 
• The message that caused the hubbub was 
pretty innocuous: It just urged residents to get 
and maintain home smoke detectors. 

However, the way it was worded might 
have something to do with the strong feelings 
it provoked: "Instale Y De Mantenimento A 
Los Detectores De Humo," it read. 

Wheeling and the east side of Prospect 
Heights, which is also in the Wheeling fire 
district, have a "fairly good-sized Hispanic 
population," Chief Maclsaac pointed out. 

"It's our theory that fire knows no ethnic 
boundaries," he said. "I wouldn't be doing 
my job if I didn't recognize that everybody in 
my district doesn't speak English." 

Although some Wheeling residents called to 
give the public service announcement a 
thumbs up, there were plenty of thumbs 
down as well. 

"I heard from some interesting people, and 
a lot of Archie Bunkers," said MacIsaac, who 
admitted he was called "un-American," 
among other things. 

But the Fire Department was undaunted by 
the mixed reviews it got on its first-ever fling 
with the Spanish language, and will probably 
do it again, he said. 

In fact, he mentioned that he has a Polish 
language fire safety slogan in his desk that he 
got from a firefighter of Polish descent. 

"Maybe someday I might be gutsy enough 
to try that one, too." he said, adding there are 
also some pockets of East Europeans in the 
fire district. However, he joked, the Polish 
slogan might have to be pared down to fit the 
board, and they may have to order a few 
extra P's B's and Z's. 
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Suburban SWAT team members practice in an abandoned 
house in Wheeling Thursday while being filmed by Greg 

Koeppen, 16. Daily Herald Photo/Dave Tonge 

SWAT units 
now standard 
for suburbs /9-13-7 

When Rolling Meadows sent 
several of its police officers to 
the FBI academy in 1978 for 
SWAT team training, it was con-
sidered a novelty. 

But police officials in the city 
said they were anticipating a 
growth in serious crime in the 
Northwest suburbs. 

As serious crime has in- 
creased in the suburbs, the need 
for a suburban SWAT team is no 
longer questioned. In fact, area 
police departments now work to- 
gether to run SWAT operations 
through the Northern Illinois Po- 
lice Alarm System (NIPAS) 
Emergency Services Team. 

Members practicing in Wheel-
ing Thursday said the need for 
the team is now generally ac-
cepted among Northwest subur-
ban police departments. 

"People are finally perceiving 
the reality that incidents requir-
ing this type of response can 
happen everywhere," said 
Wheeling Deputy Police Chief 
Gary O'Rourke, also a NIPAS 
commander. See Page 5. 

Suburban SWAT teams no longer a novelty 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When Rolling Meadows sent sever-
al of its police officers to the FBI 
academy in 1978 for training in spe-
cial weapons and tactics, it became 
one of the first communities in the 
Northwest suburbs to recognize that 
more serious crime was coming to 
the area. 

Although the Rolling Meadows 
special weapons and tactics (SWAT) 
team fell by the wayside a few years 
later - the victim of budget cons-
traints - the idea that a specialized 
police team of that magnitude was 
now needed was here to stay. 

"There were mixed feelings at the 
time," said Rolling Meadows Deputy 
Chief Donald Ballantine, of the in-
ception of that first SWAT team. 
"Most of the police departments 
knew there was an arising need and 
the idea was well perceived and ac-
cepted by our residents. 

The idea of a suburban SWAT 
team is no longer a novel idea, and is 
now operated jointly by suburban po-
lice departments through the North-
ern Illinois Police Alarm System 
(NIPAS) Emergency Services 
Team. 

Members of the team practicing in 
Wheeling Thursday said the need for 
the team is generally accepted  

among Northwest suburban police 
departments. 

"People are finally perceiving the 
reality that incidents requiring this 
type of response can happen every-
where," said Wheeling Deputy Po-
lice Chief Gary O'Rourke, also a NI-
PAS commander. "We need to be 
prepared to respond in the suburbs 
as we would in the big cities." 

More than 40 northern Illinois po-
lice departments make up NIPUS 
and each department has one or two 
police officers that are trained in the 
special tactics and weapons the 
team uses to respond to situations in 
which hostages may be present or 
armed suspects have barricaded 
themselves into a building. 

On Thursday, they used an aban-
doned farmhouse in Wheeling to  

practice building entry, covering 
each other as they searched the 
house for suspects. Palatine Police 
Commander Mark Kjellstrom said 
the practices are especially valuable 
because they build camaraderie 
among team members. 

The group is also used to serve ar-
rest warrants on suspects who may 
be armed. Since January, it has been 
called out five times in incidents that 
have ranged from assisting the Lake 
County Metropolitian Enforcement  

Group in a drug arrest to resolving a 
hostage situation at a bank in Lin-
colnwood last summer. 

Kjellstrom said the team has given 
area police departments a boost be-
cause they can call on it when they 
need to. And when the team is called 
in, he said, it does not take over con-
trol of the incident from the local law 
enforcement agency, working with 
the police to find the best way the to 
handle the situation. 
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Commission OK's town house plan 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A three-acre piece of land sand-
wiched between two multi-family 
housing developments on McHenry 
Road could become the site of anoth-
er group of town houses, if Wheeling 
trustees go along with a recommen-
dation made by plan commissioners 
recently. 

TMK Development LTD wants to 
put 25 town houses on the land at 745 
Old McHenry Road, between Lexing-
ton Commons and Cedar Run. And 
after the developer modified  the pro-__  

posal to meet plan commissioners 
demands, they voted to recommend 
the project to the village board. 

While he originally wanted to build 
27 units, TMK president Terence 
King settled for 25 units, after plan 
commissioners seemed immovable 
on the issue. 

King also agreed to add more out-
door lighting to the development and 
put in a deceleration lane on McHen-
ry Road for motorists turning right 
into the development. 

And King said he had met with the 
Cedar Run homeowner's association 
- bordering the proposed develop- 

ment on the west - to address any 
concerns its members might have 
about the proposed development, hut 
he said he was unable to get together 
with the Lexington Commons home-
owner's assocation. 

Several residents from Lexington 
Commons - the eastern neighbor -
were concerned the new develop-
ment would cause flooding on their 
property. 

But Plan Commission Chairman 
Paul Eisterhold told them that the 
village has required TMK Develop-
ment to have a stronger storm water 
management plan . 

townhouse 
developments 

Daily Herald Map 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Residents of the Colonial 
Townhomes in Wheeling say 
they are familiar with incidents 
of gang activity in their neigh-
borhood, but a drive-by shoot-
ing near their homes this week 
still caught them off guard. 

"I heard the shots and was 
standing outside when it hap-
pened," Colonial Townhome 
resident Leon Juventino said 
Tuesday. "I was surprised, be-
cause I thought gang activity 
had gotten lighter because of 
winter." 

No one was injured in the 
Monday afternoon shooting 
near Elmhurst and Old McHen-
ry roads, and it took Wheeling 
police less than two hours to 
catch the men who allegedly 
fired the two shots. 

But Wheeling residents are 
still concerned about the com-
munity's first-ever drive-by 
shooting. 

"It does concern me. No one 
likes to hear of incidents like 
this close to home," said Linda 
Lund, head of the Valley Steam 

Community Watch Group, 
which represents some nearby 
homeowners. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said he has met with 
members of the Colonial Home-
owner's Association in an effort 
to rectify parking and lighting 
problems at the complex, and 
the shooting may be an impetus 
for quicker action by both the 
village and the association. 

"We know of the graffiti prob-
lems in that area," he said. 
"This is the first act of violence 
that we know about." 

Wheeling police do not con-
sider the shooting a sign that 
gang activity is increasing. 

And the Rev. James O'Mal-
ley, of St. Joseph the Worker 
Catholic Church in Wheeling, 
said residents will not he overly 
concerned about the shooting 
because it did not look like a 
random act of violence. "It is 
very important to note that it 
sounds like there was a pur-
pose," h6 said. 

Jose R. Perez, 21, and Gabri-
el Lopez, 35, of Racine, Wis., 
were charged with unlawful use 
of firearms. 

Drive-by shooting heightens 
concerns on gang activities 

/0-wir 
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Seniors receive early 
gifts for Christmas 

A number of Wheeling seniors 
received early gifts this Christ-
mas season when they were an-
nounced winners of the Holiday 
House Boutique Raffle. Congratu-
lations to Leona Rood, who won 
an iced tea maker; Marylin Chro-
my who won a jade plant; Judy 
Kats who won a radio; Isabelle 
Stevenson who won a cake; 
Elaine Anderson who won a craft 
Santa; Eleanor Brozek who won a 
baby quilt set; and double kudos 
to Jerrie Schweitzer who won 
both a doll and an afghan. 

The Holiday House Boutique 
and Bake Sale is an annual event 
at the Wheeling Pavilion Senior 
Center. Rocky Rusek, this year's 
chairman, extends thanks to all 
those who helped make the 1991 
event a successful one. 

Celebration 
The Sons of the Wheeling AM-

VETS will host a New Year's Eve 
celebration from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
on Tuesday, Dec. 31, at the AM-
VETS Post Home, 700 Old 
McHenry Road in Wheeling. Ad-
mission of $20 per person will help 
you ring in the new year with live 
music, food and favors and an 
open bar. Tickets are available at 
the Post, or for more information, 
call 537-0440. 

Award 
Congratulations to Jackie Pol- 

lack, executive director of the 
Wheeling/Prospect Heights Area 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry, who recently received a 
distinguished service award for 
recognition of more than 10 years 
in her position, and for demon-
strating the qualities of leader-
ship and ability which have en-
hanced and enriched the profes-
sion of chamber of commerce 
management. Jackie also 
received a certificate of apprecia-
tion for serving as Scholarship 
Chairman for the Illinois Associa-
tion of Chamber of Commerce 
Executives, a position she has 
held for two years. 

The awards were presented at 
the IACCE Fall Conference dur-
ing November in Decatur. Our 
thanks to Jackie for her contin-
ued efforts on behalf of our com-
munity. 

Bowling 
Omni Youth Services, a youth 

and family counseling agency 
with offices in Wheeling, has been 
chosen as beneficiary of the 1991 
Brunswick Memorial World Open 
Bowling Tournament. 
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Pair charged  in Wheeling drive-by shooting 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Police have arrested two former 
Wheeling residents in connection 
with an alleged gang-related drive-
by shooting in the village Monday af-
ternoon. 

The shooting occurred at 5:20 p.m. 
near the Colonial Townhomes at the 
corner of Elmhurst Road and Coloni-
al Drive. 

Wheeling Deputy Police Chief J. 
Michael Hermes said 21-year-old  

Jose R. Perez and 35-year-old Gabri-
el Lopez, both of Racine, Wis., were 
charged with unlawful use of fire-
arms. Perez was also charged with 
discharge of a firearm from a vehi-
cle, a new law that Hermes said is 
meant to deal specifically with 
drive-by shooting incidents. 

Hermes said the two are former 
residents of the Colonial Town-
homes. 

Three juveniles, who were also in 
the car, were not charged. 

Hermes said the five people were  

riding in a Chevrolet Blazer - on 
their way to visit someone in the 
area - when they began talking with 
a man who investigators would not 
identify Monday. After exchanging 
words with the man, the suspects 
drove north on the dead-end street, 
police said. The man then heard two 
shots fired and called police while 
the blazer turned around and sped 
off. 

After members of the Wheeling po-
lice tactical unit began knocking on 
doors and looking for witnesses, the  

blazer returned to the scene at about 
6:20 p.m. and the five people were 
taken into custody. 

While the people in the car initially 
said they knew nothing about the 
shooting, they began talking when a 
search of the vehicle turned up a .347 
magnum revolver with two rounds 
expended, police said. 

Perez and Lopez were to be held 
overnight pending a bond hearing in 
Cook County Circuit Court in Rolling 
Meadows today. 

Daily Herald ap 
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Thanks, rescuers 
A very Merry Christmas to the 

Wheeling paramedics - from a 
grateful Wheeling resident. 

On October 28, suffering from 
chest pains at 4:20 a.m. I called 911 
and talked to a lady known only to 
me as "Meyer." She kept me on the 
phone line while dispatching a 
paramedic unit and did not discon-
nect until the medics had entered my 
apartment. 

Paramedics Joseph Deppong and 
Tom Biermann, along with two other 
gentlemen - whose names unfor-
tunately are not known to me - sta-
bilized my medical problem and 
transported me to Holy Family Hos-
pital, where in E.R. a doctor leaned 
over me and said "Mr. Lindstrom, 
you're trying like hell to have a heart 
attack." 

I was back home by November 8 
almost none the worse for wear, but 
with a deep sense of gratitude and 
thanks to these people for the effi-
cient and competent manner in 
which they worked to save my life. 

Have a very happy and prosperous 
new year. 

Roland R. Lindstrom 
Wheeling 
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Balefill battle 
heats up with 
effigy burning 

More than 100 people defied cold 
weather Sunday to burn effigies of 
public officials, protesting a pro-
posed balefill site near Bartlett. 

The protest follows a state 
appeals court decision to lift a re-
straining order that prevented the 
Solid Waste Agency of Northern 
Cook County from clearing trees 
on the site, at West Bartlett and 
Gifford roads in unincorporated 
Hanover Township. 

Among the demonstration par-
ticipants were the mayors of Bart-
lett, Elgin, South Elgin and St. 
Charles. 

,.felry on Pane 4. 

Effigies of three public officials burn Sunday at a protest 
against a proposed balefill. 
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Balefill opponents burn effigies of public officials in prof 
BY'REBECCA CARR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wearing "Bale-buster" pins and 
carrying homemade poster-board 
signs, Citizens Against the Balefill 
defied cold weather Sunday to burn 
effigies of public officials, protesting 
a proposed balefill site near Bartlett. 

The protest comes on the heels of a 
state appeals court decision to lift a 
restraining order preventing the Sol-
id Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County from clearing trees on the 
site, located at West Bartlett and  

Gifford roads in unincorporated 
Hanover Township, near the Kane 
County border. 

SWANCC — a consortium of 26 
Northwest communities — is propos-
ing to build a 142-acre baleful on the 
land to handle a predicted overflow 
of garbage now being hauled to land-
fills. 

If SWANCC moves forward with 
its plans to build on the site, Citizens 
Against the Balefill charge it would 
destroy the homes of endangered 
birds such as the Coopers Hawk and 
possibly contaminate drinking water  

supplies. 
"They (SWANCC) are playing 

Russian roulette with hundreds and 
thousands of people's lives," said  

Mary Byrne, president of Citizens 
Against the Balefill."We were here 
to tell SWANCC that they should be 
tarred and feathered and run out of  

town. Hanging would be too good for 
them." 

Byrne said the effigies represent 
two men and one woman, who she 
described as unnamed officials from 
SWANCC, the Cook County Zoning 
Board of Appeals and ENCAP, an 
environmental consulting firm. 

SWANCC must still obtain permis-
sion from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers before it can begin con-
struction of the controversial bale-
fill. The court's action a little more 
than one week ago gives SWANCC 
permission to begin digging monitor- 

ing wells and clearing 
cess. 

The protest drew ; 
people to the site, inch 
ors of Bartlett, Elgii 
and St. Charles. 

"We are stepping ou 
ther," said Bartlett 
dent John Stark, who 
village has spent $6( 
the SWANCC proposa 
six years. "Our battle 
midpoint and it's not 
The fight is just begin! 
continue." 

They (SWANCC) are playing Russian 
roulette with hundreds and thousands of 
people's lives." — Mary Byrne, president of 

Citizens Against the Balefill 

,e 's play a little game of subur- 
i Jeopardy: 
'he answer: Bill Abolt, Shiela 
tuft z and Dr. Bill Southern. 
'he question: Just who were 
se effigies supposed to represent 
he recent Citizen's Against the 
efill protest? 
Then nearly 100 balefill oppo-
ts gathered near Bartlett at the 
of the controversial landfill, 
r motive was clear: they were 
resting a recent court decision 
wing the Solid Waste Agency of 
them Cook County to begin 
e work on the site. 
hat wasn't made clear was the 
tity of the effigies. 
they strung the life-sized dolls 

vo clad in business suits and one 
prim dress — up with nooses 
doused them with gasoline, 
fill opponents would only say 
they represented certain anon-
us figures who backed building 
42-acre balefill. 
th a little prodding however, 
nents revealed that the effigies 
Abolt, the executive director 

VANCC; Schultz, the village 
dent of Wheeling and chairper- 
f SWANCC and Southern, the 
dent of ENCAP, which is now 
ing with the agency on a miti- 

- — — 

, 
•alefill protesters leave some q 
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ga ion plan for the landfill. 
When asked how it felt to have his 

image incinerated, Abolt said, "It 
didn't have much of an impact." 

But at least Thomas Burney, at-
torney for Palatine and SWANCC 
saw some humor in it. He noted that 
the attack on Southern's likeness 
probably was the first time an or-
nithologist was burned in effigy. 

BY BONNIE BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Citing disappointment about re-
cent comments made by the presi-
dent and some members of the 
Palwaukee Airport Pilots Associa-
tion, Airport Manager Fred E. Stew-
art has let his membership in the or-
ganization lapse. 

Stewart said he has been disap-
pointed by comments made by 
PAPA president Madeleine Monaco 
in the PAPA newsletter and in the 
press, in which she has put forth a 
"negative attitude about 
Palwaukee." 

Airport manager leaves pilots group 
I 

"In recent months she has been 
highly critical of the airport commis-
sion's activities," Stewart said. "The 
fencing has been called a joke, there 
has been objection to the work on the 
T-hangars and she has made unfa-
vorable comments in the Herald and 
the Tribune." 

Stewart said he hopes his action 
will cause PAPA officials to reassess 
their activities and actions. 

"Our relationship ought to be posi-
tive," he said. "That would be to the 
best benefit of both us and them. We 
have made a concerted effort not to 
institute an adversarial relationship. 
I don't believe what's going on accu- 

John 
Slania tit 

Inside , 
Northwest  

Just who were those effigies supposed to represent at the 
recent Citizen's Against the Balefill protest? Daily Herald Photo 

rately represents opinions of most of 
the PAPA members." 

PAPA president Monaco said her 
comments, many of which have ex-
pressed dismay at the slow rate of 
land acquisition at the airport, are 
not intentionally adversarial. 

"An airport action group by defini-
tion is not a cheerleading squad," 
Monaco said. "It is an organization 
that gathers together users to lobby 
for improvements." 

And she said she is comfortable 
with the relationship between PAPA 
and the airport commission. 

"Our purpose is to funnel informa-
tion from management to users and 

users to management. That was our 
main purpose when we were founded 
and it still is." 

Monaco said the most critical is-
sue for PAPA is the need for a sec-
ond fixed-base operator at the air-
port to supply fuel and service. 

"Free enterprise helps keep ser-
vice at the highest level and prices 
at lowest level and that is what -,4.1  
want," she said. 

Although there are plans 
other fixed-base operate s  e 
north end of the airport,. 
tion for all airport 
continues to move slo 
natty anticipated by com 



Wheeling resident Kurt Voigt (left) looks over a leaflet dropped by allies in the Persian Gulf War 
Daily Herald Photo/Bob Chwedyk 

It was year of mapping future in Wheeling dear  
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael Haeger was found guilty by a 
federal court jury of discriminating against a black Wheeling 
police officer after being named Illinois Association of Chiefs 
of Police president. 

neighbors of the development — at 
the corner of Lake-Cook and Wei-
land roads — saw 37 acres of farm 
land replaced by nearly 246,000 
square feet of shopping space and 
more than 1,500 parking spaces. 

• After spending most of 1991 
wrestling with the fate of their pro-
posed family aquatic center, 
Wheeling park district commis- 
sioners took the plunge and bor- See WHEELING on Page 4 

WHEELING: It was year or mapping future 

In the next few years when 
Wheeling residents see the village 
undergoing some major physical 
changes and consider it a better 
place to live, they will look back to 
1991 as the year when things 
seemed to get moving. 

• It was the year when the Illi-
nois Supreme Court refused to con-
sider the appeal of Erwin Dreiske, 
owner of the Wheeling Flower 
Shop. Dreiske wanted the court to 
overturn a lower court decision en-
abling the village to condemn his 
land under its TIF (tax increment 
financing) district. 

The court's refusal effectively 
ended the six-year battle between 
Dreiske and the village, which can 
now proceed with plans to con-
demn the property where 
Dreiske's shop and home, a now 
defunct Dunkin Donuts, Tien Tsin 
Restaurant and Wheeling Auto Re-
pair are located. That northwest 
corner of Dundee and Milwaukee 
Roads is the cornerstone of the 
TIF project. 

During the court process, plans 
for an $8.7 million shopping center 
to be built on that corner have 
been put on hold. 

■ While the Wal-Mart depart-
ment store and the Sam's Whole-
sale Club will not be open until ear-
ly 1992, over the course of the year 

rowed the $5 million needed to 
build the 3.5 acre pool complex. 

The 17,000-square-foot pool, 
which should be ready for the 1993 
swimming season, will have five 
water slides, a diving board and 
lanes for lap swimming. Also in-
cluded in the complex will be a 
snack bar, sand volleyball courts, 

Continued from Page 1 

grass for sunning, a sand area 
with playground equipment and an 
adult-only spa. 

• 1991 also saw the beginning of 
construction projects at two of 
Wheeling's elementary schools. 
Work at Mark Twain Elementary 
School, which began in late spring, 
is expected to be completed in ear-
ly 1992. The remodeled school will 
have a new learning center, muti-
purpose room, six classrooms and 
separate traffic lanes for buses, 
automobiles and pedestrian traffic 
in front of the building. Thanks to a 
cooperative effort between the 
park district and Wheeling Town-
ship Elementary District 21, the 
school will also have a new gymna-
sium. 

Students at Whitman Elementa-
ry school looked out their windows 
and watched a new school go up as 
they spent their last year in the 65-
year-old building, 133 S. Wile Ave. 

The new building is expected to 
cost District 21 $3.69 million and 
will have between 22 and 25 class-
rooms, an art room, a music room, 
three kindergarten rooms and four 
special education rooms. It should 
be ready for students by the begin-
ning of the 1992-93 school year. 

Like many of its neighboring 
communities, Wheeling hooked up 
to the Enhanced-911 emergency 
telephone system in 1991, giving 
residents access to the nearly uni-
versal three-digit emergency num-
ber. 

But no where else in the North-
west Suburbs did 911 and the ac-
companying tape of incoming calls 
get as much publicity as they did 
when the tape became a clue in the 
murder of a 27-year-old Wheeling 

\resident. 
Police say it is possible that the 

man who called 911 on Nov. 28 to 
report that exotic dancer Jamie L. 
Santos was not breathing may be 
her murderer. And in an effort to 
find that person, they released the 
tape recording to television and 
radio stations which played it on 
the air. Police have interviewed at 
least four people who called and 
said they thought the voice was fa- 

miliar but they have not made an 
arrest in the case. 

For Wheeling Police Chief Mi-
chael Haeger 1991 was a series of 
highs and lows. He was installed as 
president of the Illinois Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police in late Jan-
uary. And just a few weeks later 
he was found guilty by a federal 
jury of discriminating against 
Robert Pressley, who for 11 years 
was the department's only black 
police officer, in 1982. 

The jury awarded Pressley 
$40,000 in compensatory damages. 
U.S. District Judge Paul E. Plunk-
ett ordered Haeger to pay $177,000 
for Pressley's attorney fees and 
$10,000 for court costs. 

However, Haeger appealed the 
jury's decision to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in May. 

The lawsuit stems from a 1982 
incident in which Haeger pursued  

charges of illicit sexual activity 
against Pressley, even though he 
believed the charges were false. 

Several Wheeling veterans of the 
Persian Gulf war returned home 
and readjusted to life on the home-
front but one of the them had the 
chance, in early July, to relive his 
experiences with a prisoner of war 
from the other side. 

Kurt Voigt was a guard in pris-
oner-of-war camp in Saudia Ara-
bia when he met Shant Kenderian, 
a fellow Wheeling High School stu-
dent who was drafted into the Ira-
qui Navy during a visit to his 
homeland. 

Voigt said it "blew him away" to 
find someone who had attended his 
high school fighting on the other 
side and the two spent some time 
talking. Voigt gave Kenderian his 
Wheeling phone number and he 
was surprised again when Kender- 

Murder victim Jamie L. 
Santos 

ian gave him a call last summer. 
The two spent the afternoon to-
gether sharing their experiences. 



Buffalo Grove Village Manager 
William R. Balling got a pat on 
the back for a job well done, 
along with a promise of $95,500 in 
salary and a bonus in 1992. 

Balling's new salary is $91,000 a 
year, up 3.4 percent from $88,000 
last year. The rest of the money 
comes in the form of a perform-
ance bonus of $4,400, compared to 
the $2,000 bonus he received last 
year. 

The total package is up 6 per-
cent from last year. 

Buffalo Grove Village Presi-
dent Sidney H. Mathias said the 
raise is based on the high marks 
Balling won in his annual evalua-
tion by the village board. 

"Although the evaluations are 
not made public, I believe that to 
a man, everyone on the board 
feels you have done an excellent 
job representing the village and 
its residents, and we hope you 
will continue to represent the vil-
lage for many years," Mathias 
said. 

Village Manager Balling 
to receive $95,500 in '92 
BY MICHELLE MARTIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer Balling thanked Mathias and 

the board for the vote of confi-
dence, saying, "I appreciate the 
salary consideration and it is a 
pleasure to serve you and the 
board." 

The salary boost makes Balling 
one of the highest paid managers 
in the Northwest suburbs. Last 
year, his $88,000 salary ranked 
him second, behind Elk Grove 
Village Manager Charles A. Wil-
lis, who earned $89,000 last year 
with no bonuses. Willis, whose 
salary is reviewed in May, will re-
tire in August. 

Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig Anderson also received a 
salary hike recently, boosting his 
salary to $72,450. 

The village board also in-
creased Buffalo Grove's contribu-
tion to Balling's retirement trust 
to 2.9 percent of his salary. 

Last year, Balling's salary was 
increased to $89,000 from $85,000, 
a 3.5 percent increase, not count-
ing the bonus. 

Balling originally was hired in 
1977 at a salary of $26,000. 

Second fire in as many days 
guts Wheeling mobile home 

• 

BY KIM MIKUS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Wheeling woman was listed in 
stable condition Monday night suf-
fering from smoke inhalation after 
fire destroyed her mobile home lo-
cated in the Wippletree Trailer 
Park. 

Officials from the Wheeling fire 
department said this is the second 
mobile home in the park that has 
been destroyed by fire in two days. 
Firefighters are investigating the 
cause of the fires, which they believe 
are not related. 

Firefighters doused the flames of 
the most recent fire at 302 Shay 
Court at about 12:45 p.m. Monday, 
said Wheeling Fire Lt. Michael 
Proebstle. 

Paramedics rushed the owner of  

the trailer, Carol Kane, in her mid-
30s, to Lutheran General Hospital in 
Park Ridge. Officials said Kane 
would remain in the hospital Monday 
night for observation. 

Proebstle said he believes the 
cause of the fire was due to careless 
use of cigarettes. However he added, 
"we have to wait to talk to the victim 
before we know for sure." 

A firefighter was slightly injured 
while battling the other trailer fire 
late Saturday night. 

In a separate fire in Buffalo Grove 
Monday night, $100,000 in damage 
was caused to a home at 740 Kings-
bridge Way. 

The family, who moved into the 
house less than two weeks ago and 
was home when the fire broke out, 
was not injured during the blaze. 
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Santa? Here's what municipal leaders want for Christmas 

.e 

S 

hat 

1. 

ht- 

William 0. Maki 
Arlington Heights 

"I would hope for an im-
proved economy in order to 
lend prosperity to all our 
citizens, especially the 
homeless. And I would hope 
for future success in medi-
cal research for fatal dis-
eases such as heart re-
search, cancer research 
and AIDS." 

John Stark 
Bartlett 

"I'm hoping for a belated 
Christmas gift and that 
would be election to the Du-
Page County Board and to 
be able to represent the 
people of the 6th district. I 
would be willing to forego 
any and all Christmas gifts 
if I could have that be-
stowed upon me March 17." 

Rita Mullins 
Palatine 

"Peace and prosperity —
mostly prosperity — for all. 
Everyone is in need of re-
sources. I don't care if it's 
human resources — people 
helping people — or mone-
tary resources." 

Edward Rotchford 
Prospect Heights 

"I think the city council is 
really working well togeth-
er and getting things done 
quickly compared to the 
way it's been in the past. 
That's a big enough present 
for me. That's good enough 
to make me happy." 

Al Larson 
Schaumburg 

"Six weeks of winter. I'm 
talking about white snow on 
the ground and bright lights 
and roasted chestnuts. I 
hate long winters. But from 
my kids I asked for a pair of 
binoculars." 

Sheila H. Schultz 
Wheeling 

"I wish for a strong sense of 
community in the village. 
Involved and interested citi-
zens make a big difference. 
With them the community 
can move ahead and contin-
ue to accomplish our goals. 
I would also like continued 
economic stability for the 
village." 

• 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Wheeling says development 
won't contribute to flooding 

/- -7-- 76& 
and into a stub that was provided 
for drainage in the development 
of this site," he said. 

He acknowledged there has 
been water running down streets 
in Lexington Commons during pe-
riods of heavy rain but pointed 
out that flooding has not been a 
problem in any of the homes. 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz also assured the home-
owners that the village looks very 
carefully at storm water manage-
ment plans for new develop-
ments. "It is hard to understand 
drainage until you see it in ac-
tion," she said. "But I can tell 
you, it is one area the village is 
very careful with." 

TMK Development Ltd. 
received the plan commission's 
backing after making several 
modifications to their original 
plans — including reducing the 
number of units from 27 to 25, 
adding more outdoor lighting and 
putting a deceleration lane on 
McHenry Road. 

And while three acres does not 
seem like a big enough space for 
a townhouse development, village 
officials said the Brookvale densi-
ty of 7.33 units per acre is signifi-
cantly less than the density of 
neighboring developments. 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

. Wheeling trustees approved 
plans for another multifamily 
housing development on McHen-
ry Road when they met Monday. 

The 25-unit Brookvale town 
house development will be built 
on a three-acre piece of land at 
745 Old McHenry Road, between 
two other developments — Lex-
ington Commons and Cedar Run. 

And while some Lexington 
Commons residents said they are 
concerned the new development 
would cause flooding in their own 
homes, Community Development 
Director Michael Klitzke said he 
has looked at the plans for 
Brookvale and is comfortable 
with the flow of storm water. 

"We are concerned about the 
retention ponds," said Lexington 
Commons resident Muriel Mor-
tell. "One is right at the top of one 
of our units and we have been told 
the water will swirl to our storm 
sewer, but I don't feel comfort-
able with it. 

But Klitzke said development of 
the site will assure that water 
runoff is controlled. 

"Currently the entire site sheet 
drains to a corner of the property 



Second fire in as many days 
guts 

q
Wheeling mobile home 
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BY KIM MIKUS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Wheeling woman was listed in 
stable condition Monday night suf-
fering from smoke inhalation after 
fire destroyed her mobile home lo-
cated in the Wippletree Trailer 
Park. 

Officials from the Wheeling fire 
department said this is the second 
mobile home in the park that has 
been destroyed by fire in two days. 
Firefighters are investigating the 
cause of the fires, which they believe 
are not related. 

Firefighters doused the flames of 
the most recent fire at 302 Shay 
Court at about 12:45 p.m. Monday, 
said Wheeling Fire Lt. Michael 
Proebstle. 

Paramedics rushed the owner of 
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the trailer, Carol Kane, in her mid-
30s, to Lutheran General Hospital in 
Park Ridge. Officials said Kane 
would remain in the hospital Monday 
night for observation. 

Proebstle said he believes the 
cause of the fire was due to careless 
use of cigarettes. However he added, 
"we have to wait to talk to the victim 
before we know for sure." 

A firefighter was slightly injured 
while battling the other trailer fire 
late Saturday night. 

In a separate fire in Buffalo Grove 
Monday night, $100,000 in damage 
was caused to a home at 740 Kings-
bridge Way. 

The family, who moved into the 
house less than two weeks ago and 
was home when the fire broke out, 
was not injured during the blaze. 

Leadership is not as 
easy when times are 
tough and resources 
are tight. With that 
in mind, we asked 
village presidents 
and city mayors what 
they wanted for 
Christmas and why. 
Here is what they 
told us would bright-
ten their holidays. 

William 0. Maki 
Arlington Heights 

"I would hope for an im-
proved economy in order to 
lend prosperity to all our 
citizens, especially the 
homeless. And I would hope 
for future success in medi-
cal research for fatal dis-
eases such as heart re-
search, cancer research 
and AIDS." 

John Stark 
Bartlett 

"I'm hoping for a belated 
Christmas gift and that 
would be election to the Du-
Page County Board and to 
be able to represent the 
people of the 6th district. I 
would be willing to forego 
any and all Christmas gifts 
if I could have that be-
stowed upon me March 17." 

Rita Mullins 
Palatine 

"Peace and prosperity —
mostly prosperity — for all. 
Everyone is in need of re-
sources. I don't care if it's 
human resources — people 
helping people or mone-
tary resources." 

Edward Rotchford 
Prospect Heights 

"I think the city council is 
really working well togeth-
er and getting things done 
quickly compared to the 
way it's been in the past. 
That's a big enough present 
for me. That's good enough 
to make me happy." 

Al Larson 
Schaumburg 

"Six weeks of winter. I'm 
talking about white snow on 
the ground and bright lights 
and roasted chestnuts. I 
hate long winters. But from 
my kids I asked for a pair of 
binoculars." 

Sheila H. 
Wheeling 

"I wish for a 
community i 
Involved anc 
zens make a 
With them tt 
can move ah 
ue to accomj 
I would also 
economic st, 
village." 
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Wheeling says development 
won't contribpte to flooding 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

. Wheeling trustees approved 
plans for another multifamily 
housing development on McHen-
ry Road when they met Monday. 

The 25-unit Brookvale town 
house development will be built 
on a three-acre piece of land at 
745 Old McHenry Road, between 
two other developments — Lex-
ington Commons and Cedar Run. 

And while some Lexington 
Commons residents said they are 
concerned the new development 
would cause flooding in their own 
homes, Community Development 
Director Michael Klitzke said he 
has looked at the plans for 
Brookvale and is comfortable 
with the flow of storm water. 

"We are concerned about the 
retention ponds," said Lexington 
Commons resident Muriel Mor-
tell. "One is right at the top of one 
of our units and we have been told 
the water will swirl to our storm 
sewer, but I don't feel comfort-
able with it. 

But Klitzke said development of 
the site will assure that water 
runoff is controlled. 

"Currently the entire site sheet 
drains to a corner of the property 

Village Manager Balling 
to receive $95,500 in '92 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

the board for the vote of confi- 
dence, saying, "I appreciate the Buffalo 

Grove Village Manager salary consideration and it is a William R. Balling got a pat on 
the back for a job well done, pleasure to serve you and the

board." along with a promise of $95,500 in 
salary and a bonus in 1992. The salary boost makes Balling 

Balling's new salary is $91,000 a one of the highest paid managers 
year, up 3.4 percent from $88,000 in the Northwest suburbs. Last  
last year. The rest of the money year, his $88,000 salary ranked 
comes in the form of a perform- him second, behind Elk Grove 
ance bonus of $4,400, compared to Village Manager Charles A. Wil- 
the $2,000 bonus he received last lis, who earned $89,000 last year 
year. with no bonuses. Willis, whose 

The total package is up 6 per- salary is reviewed in May, will re- 
cent from last year. tire in August. 

Buffalo Grove Village Presi-
Wheeling Village Manager dent Sidney H. Mathias said the Craig Anderson also received a raise is based on the high marks

salary hike recently, boosting his Balling won in his annual evalua- salary to $72,450. tion by the village board. 
"Although the evaluations are 

not made public, I believe that to 
a man, everyone on the board 
feels you have done an excellent 
job representing the village and 
its residents, and we hope you 
will continue to represent the vil-
lage for many years," Mathias 
said. 

• 
and into a stub that was provided 
for drainage in the.development 
of this site," he said. 

He acknowledged there has 
been water running down streets 
in Lexington Commons during pe- 
riods of heavy rain but pointed 
out that flooding has not been a 
problem in any of the homes. 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz also assured the home-
owners that the village looks very 
carefully at storm water manage-
ment plans for new develop-
ments. "It is hard to understand 
drainage until you see it in ac-
tion," she said. "But I can tell 
you, it is one area the village is 
very careful with." 

TMK Development Ltd. 
received the plan commission's 
backing after making several 
modifications to their original 
plans — including reducing the 
number of units from 27 to 25, 
adding more outdoor lighting and 
putting a deceleration lane on 
McHenry Road. 

And while three acres does not 
seem like a big enough space for 
a townhouse development, village 
officials said the Brookvale densi-
ty of 7.33 units per acre is signifi-
cantly less than the density of 
neighboring developments. 
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BY MICHELLE MARTIN
Balling thanked Mathias and 

The village board also in-
creased Buffalo Grove's contribu-
tion to Balling's retirement trust 
to 2.9 percent of his salary. 

Last year, Balling's salary was 
increased to $89,000 from $85,000, 
a 3.5 percent increase, not count-
ing the bonus. 

Balling originally was hired in 
1977 at a salary of $26,000. 
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TV helps cops with killing clue 
By IRV LEAVI17 

Deputy Chief Michael Hermes points to the have seen the murderer of exotic dancer Jamie 
video screen image of a bearded man who may Santos, Oct. 28. 

STAFF WRITER 
--c  

Moments after local tele-
vision stations broadcast a 
security camera videotape 
Monday, trying to identify a 
man Wheeling Police 
thought might help them 
solve the Jamie "Sasha" 
Santos homicide, calls 
flooded into the police 
department. 

Within an hour or so, 
police were questioning the 
man they 
think might 
be able to 
describe the 
911 caller 
who origi-
nally alerted 
them to the 
dying exotic 
dancer Oct. 
28. 

Police believe the 911 cal-
ler was the last person to 
see Santos alive, and may 
have been the one who 
strangled the 27-year-old 
stripper in her Wheeling 
apartment. 

They obtained the secu-
rity camera tape of Buffalo 
Grove's Worldwide Liquors 
the day after it filmed a tall, 
heavy-set man with a beard 
and glasses, apparently in 
his 30s or 40s, buying a bot-
tle of rum and two bottles 
of Coke in the store Oct. 28. 

By "tediously comparing" 
register receipts and films 
of customers and their pur-
chases, police figured three 
weeks ago that he had to 
have walked into the store 
about two minutes after the 
call was placed on a phone 
outside the door, according 
to Deputy Chief Mike Her- 

mes. And detectives believe 
he walked right past the 
phone on the way in. 

"He may have seen 
something without even 
realizing it," said Hermes. 
He said at a Monday after-
noon press conference he 
hoped someone who recog-
nized the man, or the man 
himself, would call Wheel-
ing police. 

Once more, a horde of 
Chicagoland print and elec-
tronic media was invited to 
the Wheeling Village Hall 
Monday to assist police in 
finding the caller. Days 
after the killing, police had 
offered up the audio tape of 
a man phoning for an 
ambulance to come to 
Santos' aid in her home at 
1765 Stonehedge Court. 

Monday, the cameramen 
and reporters mobbed the 
council chambers again, this 
time to relay security cam-
era pictures of a man buy-
ing rum in the liquor store  

a few blocks from the 
Santos apartment. 

"That's real good resolu-
tion," said veteran Fox 32 
news cameraman Vic Mel-
lor, as he peered into the 
viewfinder of his TV cam-
era, aimed at the monitor 
playing the tape Monday. 
"Somebody'll recognize him 
tonight." 

"I'd bet money on it," 
Mellor added later. "He 
walked right toward the 
camera. We've done stuff 
with the Chicago police 
where the tape wasn't 
nearly as good." 

Mellor was right, accord-
ing to Hermes. 

"We had about 25 to 30 
calls come in right after the 
news. We had seven calls 
that said the (same) name," 
said the deputy chief. 
"Shortly after six, he (the 
man in the videotape) just 
called and said he thought 
he saw himself on TV." 

He said the man, a  

Wheeling resident, was 
"cooperating fully" with 
police, and was "absolutely 
not" believed to have been 
the 911 caller or a suspect 
in the crime. 

While detectives inter-
viewed the liquor store cus-
tomer Monday night, 
Hermes said he did not 
know how much the man 
remembered about that day 
two months ago. 

In similar cases across 
the country, hypnosis has 
been used to "replay" a 
mental picture of a seem-
ingly meaningless event in 
order to help a witness 
recall it in detail. 

"A lot of departments 
have done that," said Her-
mes, who added that a deci-
sion about using that tactic 
would not be his, but would 
be made later by detectives. 

The October broadcast of 
the audio tape drew dozens 
of leads, but none remain 
suspects today. 

Vill
_
age~s air wish lists for 1992 

By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER \ 

Buffalo Grove Village 
President Sidney Mathias 
sees his village as a more 
communicative, less liti-
gious, more accessible place 
in the coming year. 

And in Wheeling, long-
time Village President 
Sheila Schultz had no trou-
ble telling what's on top of  

her list for Wheeling this 
year. She wants a commuter 
train station, and a Metra 
train for residents to ride to 
the north and to the Loop. 

Mathias said his village is 
dropping its old lawsuit 
with Long Grove over the 
annexation of the LaSalle 
Bank property at Arlington 
Heights and Route 83, and 
is looking forward to set-
tling legal animosities with  

Wheeling over annexation 
of the Schwind property on 
the northeast corner of 
Lake Cook and Weiland 
Roads. 

As long as Buffalo Grove 
can be sure that the Lake 
County parcel of land won't 
be overdeveloped, the vil-
lage won't fight its incorpo-
ration into Wheeling, 
Mathias said. 

He said as the relation- 

ship with Wheeling grows, 
he hopes to fulfill plans to 
extend Weiland Road to the 
south a few blocks through 
Wheeling so that it joins 
Buffalo Grove Road. At pre-
sent, Weiland dead-ends at 
Route 83. 

To the end of better rela-
tionships with its neighbors 
last year, Buffalo Grove 
passed reciprocal resolu- 

(Continued on page 12) 
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finn$ with Long Grove, Riv-wuocis t1tu Li.leolnshire 
promising not to sue each 
other without warning. And 
meetings have been held 
between various Lake 
County villages to get them 
talking about their mutual 
problems in boardrooms 
instead of courtrooms. 
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rolling stock for a Metra 
train line through 

his vil-lage and others on the for-
mer Soo Line tracks. 

"I see my job as Pushing 
other villages to get design
studies done," he said.  
added that he hoped the 
Buffalo Grove station itself 
could be paid for by a busi-
ness which would then sharp rilln,.4-......._ • „ _ 



antos 

t em to t 
dying exotic 
dancer Oct. 
28. 

Police believe the 911 cal-
ler was the last person to 
see Santos alive, and may 
have been the one who 
strangled the 27-year-old 
stripper in her Wheeling 
apartment. 

They obtained the secu-
rity camera tape of Buffalo 
Grove's Worldwide Liquors 
the day after it filmed a tall, 
heavy-set man with a beard 
and glasses, apparently in 
his 30s or 40s, buying a bot-
tle of rum and two bottles 
of Coke in the store Oct. 28. 

By "tediously comparing" 
register receipts and films 
of customers and their pur-
chases, police figured three 
weeks ago that he had to 
have walked into the store 
about two minutes after the 
call was placed on a phone 
outside the door, according 
to Deputy Chief Mike Her- 
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By IRV LEAvirr 

STAFF WRITER 
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Buffalo Gr ve Village 

President Sidney Mathias 
sees his village as a more 
communicative, less liti-
gious, more accessible place 
in the coming year. 

And in Wheeling, long-
time Village President 
Sheila Schultz had no trou-
ble telling what's on top of  

mes. And detectives believe 
he walked right past the 
phone on the way in. 

"He may have seen 
something without even 
realizing it," said Hermes. 
He said at a Monday after-
noon press conference he 
hoped someone who recog-
nized the man, or the man 
himself, would call Wheel-
ing police. 

Once more, a horde of 
Chicagoland print and elec-
tronic media was invited to 
the Wheeling Village Hall 
Monday to assist police in 
finding the caller. Days 
after the killing, police had 
offered up the audio tape of 
a man phoning for an 
ambulance to come to 
Santos' aid in her home at 
1765 Stonehedge Court. 

Monday, the cameramen 
and reporters mobbed the 
council chambers again, this 
time to relay security cam-
era pictures of a man buy-
ing rum in the liquor store 

her list for Wheeling this 
year. She wants a commuter 
train station, and a Metra 
train for residents to ride to 
the north and to the Loop. 

Mathias said his village is 
dropping its old lawsuit 
with Long Grove over the 
annexation of the LaSalle 
Bank property at Arlington 
Heights and Route 83, and 
is looking forward to set-
tling legal animosities with  

a few blocks from the 
Santos apartment. 

"That's real good resolu-
tion," said veteran Fox 32 
news cameraman Vic Mel-
lor, as he peered into the 
viewfinder of his TV cam-
era, aimed at the monitor 
playing the tape Monday. 
"Somebody'll recognize him 
tonight." 

"I'd bet money on it," 
Mellor added later. "He 
walked right toward the 
camera. We've done stuff 
with the Chicago police 
where the tape wasn't 
nearly as good." 

Mellor was right, accord-
ing to Hermes. 

"We had about 25 to 30 
calls come in right after the 
news. We had seven calls 
that said the (same) name," 
said the deputy chief. 
"Shortly after six, he (the 
man in the videotape) just 
called and said he thought 
he saw himself on TV." 

He said the man, a 

Wheeling over annexation 
of the Schwind property on 
the northeast corner of 
Lake Cook and Weiland 
Roads. 

As long as Buffalo Grove 
can be sure that the Lake 
County parcel of land won't 
be overdeveloped, the vil-
lage won't fight its incorpo-
ration into Wheeling, 
Mathias said. 

He said as the relation- 

Wheeling resident, was 
"cooperating fully" with 
police, and was "absolutely 
not" believed to have been 
the 911 caller or a suspect 
in the crime. 

While detectives inter-
viewed the liquor store cus-
tomer Monday night, 
Hermes said he did not 
know how much the man 
remembered about that day 
two months ago. 

In similar cases across 
the country, hypnosis has 
been used to "replay" a 
mental picture of a seem-
ingly meaningless event in 
order to help a witness 
recall it in detail. 

"A lot of departments 
have done that," said Her-
mes, who added that a deci-
sion about using that tactic 
would not be his, but would 
be made later by detectives. 

The October broadcast of 
the audio tape drew dozens 
of leads, but none remain 
suspects today. 

ship with Wheeling grows, 
he hopes to fulfill plans to 
extend Weiland Road to the 
south a few blocks through 
Wheeling so that it joins 
Buffalo Grove Road. At pre-
sent, Weiland dead-ends at 
Route 83. 

To the end of better rela-
tionships with its neighbors 
last year, Buffalo Grove 
passed reciprocal resolu- 

(Continued on page 12) 
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tions with Long Grove, Riv- 
erwoods and Lincolnshire 
promising not to sue each 
other without warning. And 
meetings have been held 
between various Lake 
County villages to get them 
talking about their mutual 
problems in boardrooms 
instead of courtrooms. 

One of the purposes 
given for meetings with 
neighboring towns is to 
integrate efforts at improv- 
ing transportation area- 

, wide. These include expan-
sion of Half Day Road to a 
four-lane through street, as 
well as upgrading Lake-
Cook Road. Mathias favors 
extending Route 53 so that 
Lake-Cook Road will not 
have to carry as much traf-
fic to and from the highway. 

Buffalo Grove has 
already completed a design 
study for a commuter rail 
station on the Wisconsin 
Central line. Mathias sees 
that as a first step toward 
winning federal funds for 
rolling stock for a Metra 
train line through his vil- 
lage and others on the for- 
mer Soo Line tracks. 

"I see my job as pushing 
other villages to get design 
studies done," he said. He 
added that he hoped the 
Buffalo Grove station itself 
could be paid for by a busi-
ness which would then 
share quarters with the sta- 
tion. 
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Schultz, entering her sec-
ond decade as Wheeling 
president, said her top wish 
for the coming year is also 
for a station along the Wis-
consin Central line in her 
village. She said she doesn't 
care much what kind of sta-
tion is built, since economic 
times are hard and the 
value of the train line is 
inestimable. 

"We're willing to go the 
"poor boy" approach," she 
said, meaning little more 
than bus-type shelters on a 
platform along the tracks, 
as long as they were safe, 
and there is storage space 
nearby for cars and bicycles. 

"Or we could go for joint- 
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BY KIM MIKUS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A possible witness in the two-
month murder investigation of a 
Wheeling dancer will be questioned 
today after he saw himself on the 
news Monday evening. 

Wheeling police released a video-
tape and photo, taken by a store se-
curity camera, of a man they believe 
may hold clues to the Oct. 28 murder 
of 27-year-old Jamie Santos. The vi-
deotape was broadcast on Chicago-
area newscasts early Monday eve-
ning, prompting a call to police at 
8:30 p.m. from a man who reported-
ly identified himself as the man in 
the video. 

Police, however, have not released 
the identity of the man. 

Santos, who worked as an exotic 
dancer, was found strangled in her 
Arlington Club Apartment after an 
anonymous caller telephoned emer-
gency 911 leading police to Santos, 
who was found suffocating: 

Police have been attempting to lo-
cate the man who made the emer-
gency call asking a police dispatcher 
"to please send someone to 1765 Sto-
rfehedge Drive in Wheeling. There is 
a woman there not breathing and 
turning blue." The call was made 
from a pay phone just outside a Buf-
falo Grove liquor store, less than a 
mile from Santos' home. 

After two months without a clue, 
police are hoping the security cam-
era at World Wide Liquor, 765 S. Buf-
falo Grove Road, may yield the 
break they've been searching for. 

The store security camera taped 
the man, who police will question to-
day, during the time frame the 911 

Continued from Page 1 

Hermes noted that the man on the 
tape "didn't appear too much out of 
the ordinary. He seemed calm and 
relaxed." 

"The man is not a suspect, but 
someone we would like to talk to," 
Hermes said. "He could have seen 
something and not even realized it." 

The man, who had to walk past the 
pay phone to enter the store, pur-
chased a bottle of rum and a couple 
bottles of cola while he was in the 
store for about 12 minutes. 

The store clerk, who police said 
has been very helpful in the investi-
gation, told investigators that he 
clearly remembers the man. Police 

Store picture of police tipster. 

call was placed. 
The call, made 
from the phone di-
rectly outside the 
store, was made 
at 11:31 a.m. 

An examination 
of cash register 
receipts at the li-
quor store —
which are marked 
with the time of 
the purchase — showed that the man 
on the videotape entered the store 
just two minutes after the call was 
made, police say. 

"The time frame is the key here," 
said Deputy Chief Michael Hermes. 

Police, however, are not saying 
that the man on the videotape is the 
person who placed the 911 call. 

See TAPE on Page 4 

are hoping that the man in the tape 
may have some anwers in the ongo-
ing investigation. 

Hermes said investigators have 
talked to between 1,200 and 1,500 peo-
ple in area canvasses. Between 100 
and 150 people have been formally 
interviewed. According to police, 
some of these people have been in-
terviewed in depth, some more than 
once and some have been given poly-
graph examinations. 

Over 200 leads have been followed 
up so far, police say. 

"As of this date, we do not have 
any solid suspects," Hermes said. 
Investigators continue to go through 
personal objects owned by Santos, 
including diaries and appointment 
books. 

calls police on 
unsolved slaying 
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Hypnotist to help unlock clues of slaying • Two new potential witnesses in the slaying of 
a Wheeling exotic dancer have come forward 
after reading press accounts that a hypnotist 
might be employed. The mother and 
daughter may have passed by the liquor 
store at the time the killer may have been 
dialing police from a public phone. 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling police investigators have decided to 
enlist a hypnotist to help them find the killer of 
Jamie "Sasha" Santos, the stripper strangled in 
her home Oct. 28. 

The mesmerizer will have more than just one 
subject to work on. The first will be the Wheeling 
man who walked past the phone from which the 
now-famous anonymous 911 call was made, the 
one that led them to Santos' apartment where 
she clung to a shred of life. 

Police found the possible witness by releasing 
a picture of him buying rum in Buffalo Grove's 
Worldwide Liquors shortly after the call was 
made from a phone just outside. Their best hope 
of him remembering what he may have seen 

outside the store is hypnosis, 
according to Wheeling Deputy 
Police Chief Mike Hermes. 

Hermes said two more subjects 
will be interviewed. They are a 
Buffalo Grove mother and daugh-
ter who think they passed the 
same phone at 765 S. Buffalo 
Grove Road on their way to shop 
elsewhere in the same strip of 

Santos stores. 
Hermes said the two were aware they had 

been in the vicinity of the pay phone at about 
the time the call was made, 11:31 a.m., though 
they remembered nothing. But after reading of 
the possibility of hypnosis in an article last week 
in the Countryside, they volunteered, hoping the 
hypnotist might be able to unlock some clue bur- 

ied in their subconscious, according to Hermes. 
At presstime, detectives were receiving advice 

from village psychiatric consultants Neuropsych, 
of Libertyville, and Illinois State Police investiga-
tors on which hypnotist to hire. Hermes said they 
hoped to get started with interviews Wednesday. 

Detectives loaned 
The investigation began last October staffed by 
seven Wheeling detectives, six experienced vil-
lage street officers, and a half dozen detectives 
loaned from other departments. All but three 
Wheeling detectives are off the case. 

"As a case goes on, leads thin out, and there's 
less to do," said Hermes Tuesday. 

"In a case like this, you can't be disap-
pointed," he said. "Sure, we'd like to arrest some-
body today. . . but we still have more evidence, 
more leads to follow up" if the hypnotic path-
proves to be a dead-end. 

Santos was found by police and paramedics 
(Continued on page 12) 

Oct. 28, dressed in her under-
wear, on the floor of her 
apartment at 1 765 Stone 
Hedge Court, a few blocks 
from the pay phone that has 
become the center of the 
investigation. Hermes reiter-
ated earlier statements that 
she had a quiet Sunday the 
day before she died, and her 
killer "definitely knew her, 
and knew the area." 

The unusual involvement 
of the media in the case 
began shortly after the kill-
ing, when Hermpe 
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Milwaukee Avenue. 
"There are no tremendous 

peaks and valleys," Schultz said. 
"But we do have a lot going on." 

As village manager, Anderson 
oversees 183 full-time employees. 
The village's five department 
heads, village attorney and as-
sistant village manager report di-
rectly to him. 

He came to Wheeling in 1988, 
after eight years as assistant vil-
lage manager in Glenview, and 
started at $55,000. He replaced 
Thomas Markus, who had been 
village manager for eight years. 

Craig G. Anderson 

Proposed balefill project South 
Barrington 

• What: A 142-acre landfill 
targeted for a parcel near Bartlett. 
• How much: Expected 
construction cost of $15 million to 
$20 million, 
is What's next: A decision on two 
lawsuits seeking to block its 
construction is pending; and the 
project still needs a permit from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

Source: Daily Herald interviews 
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BALEFILL: Agency 
begins work at site 

Preparation work 
gets under way 
at site of balefill 
BY DAN CULLOTON 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

After being forced to leave the 
property dormant for nearly a year, 
a suburban waste agency planning to 
build a balefill near Bartlett on Tues-
day broke ground for the first of sev-
eral monitoring wells on the site. 

The start of preparation work by 
the Solid Waste Agency of Northern 
Cook County comes nearly a month 
after a state appeals court dissolved 
a restraining order that had prevent-
ed the agency from moving dirt or 
cutting trees at the proposed site of 
the 142-acre landfill at West Bartlett 
and Gifford roads. 

It also deals a blow to the residents 
of several communities who for the 
last six years have sought to thwart 
SWANCC's efforts to build the land-
fill, which they claim threatens the 
area's environment and drinking 
water. 

"It's a setback, I'm sure, because 
we didn't want to see any of the trees 
destroyed," said Larry Byrne, a 
member of Citizens Against the 
Balefill. 

Byrne said his group fears 
SWANCC now will begin clear-cut-
ting trees to make room for the bale-
fill, destroying the wooded habitat of 
at least three species of birds in the 
process. 

He said SWANCC should not be al-
lowed to drill the wells until it re-
ceives a permit from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. Last year, the 
corps denied the agency that permit, 
saying it did not study alternative lo- 

Continued from Page 1 

check out Abolt's claims, remained 
skeptical. "I think this is just anoth-
er one of their tactics," Byrne said. 

On Tuesday, crews plowed over 
muddy access roads to the northwest 
corner of the rugged property, which 
about 50 years ago was the site of a 
strip gravel mine. There, they began 
digging the first cluster of several 
wells that SWANCC will drill during 
the next few months. Workers 
plumbed one 90-foot well on Tues-
day. 

The wells will be used to analyze 
the quality and chemical content of 
the ground water beneath the site. 
SWANCC is required to gather that 
information before starting full-
scale construction under the terms 
of its Illinois Environmental Protec-
tion Agency permit. 

The historical data will enable the 
agency to better detect chemicals  

Drilling begins at the balefill 
site near Bartlett. 

Daily Herald Photo/Dave Tonge 

cations, and that the landfill would 
jeopardize the site's wildlife habitat. 

SWANCC plans to reapply for the 
permit this month. 

However, SWANCC Executive Di-
rector Bill Abolt maintained that 
only a handful of trees and some 
brush needed to be cleared for the 
wells, and that the agency's restora-
tion plan for the site will enhance the 
property. 

Opponents, who said they planned 
to conduct fly-overs of the site to sur-
vey the property, take pictures and 

See BALEFILL on Page 7 , 

that may seep into the ground water 
table from the landfill if or when the 
facility opens, officials said. 

"We need a good record of what 
the ground water quality is before 
we introduce any constituents in the 
area," said Daniel P. Dietzler, presi-
dent of Patrick Engineering Inc., 
which is overseeing the project that, 
including the construction of two 
waste transfer stations in Wheeling 
Township and Rolling Meadows, is 
expected to cost nearly $60 million. 

Besides lacking a permit from the 
Army Corps, SWANCC also faces 
two lawsuits seeking to block the 
construction of the balefill. Those 
suits currently are awaiting the deci-
sion of the First District Appellate 
court. 

In December that court lifted the 
Kane County restraining order that 
since last February had prevented 
SWANCC from performing any work 
on the property. 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees recently ex-
pressed their continued satisfac-
tion with the job performance of 
Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son with a 5 percent pay hike. 

Anderson will be paid $72,450 in 
1992, up from 1991's $69,000. 

"The board feels he is doing a 
fine job in all expected areas and 
we wanted to show that," said 
Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz. "One of his biggest at-
tributes is that he is a steady per-
son. He seems to be able to han-
dle such diverse issues." 

Schultz pointed to Anderson's 
continued involvement with 
bringing a commuter rail line to 
the village, and his knowledge-
able handling of Palwaukee Mu-
nicipal Airport business as two of 
his accomplishments in 1991. 

And she said 1992 will be a busy 
year for Anderson and the village 
with continuing efforts to make 
Wheeling a stop on a commuter 
line that could run along the Wis-
consin Central railroad tracks, 
the possible start of the relocation 
of the intersection of Hintz and 
Wolf Roads, and moving ahead 
with tax-increment financing 
(TIF ) development along 

Village manager's service 
rewarded with salary raise 
BY BONNIE H 



Weiland Road extension 
Buffalo Grove and Wheeling officials have shown interest in extending 
Weiland Road to Buffalo Grove Road, allowing traffic to progress north 
and south from Weiland and Route 83, and perhaps relieving tie-ups 
there and where Buffalo Grove and Lake Cook Road intersect. Last year, 
both villages annexed the land on the north side of Lake Cook Road 
marked "disputed territory." 

Wal-Mart 
Sam's 

Warehouse 

Buffalo Grove 

it-lake-Cook Road 

Wheeling 

Buffalo Grove Road 

Proposed 
Weiland Road 

extension 

Short Aptakisic Road 
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over and affect our constituents 
Daily Herald Staff  Writer and each one of us. It is important 

to know, understand and support 
Money and facing a future with one another as much as possi- 

less of it in tax revenues was the ble." 
main topic of discussions between As a representative from each 
representatives of several gov- organization spoke of the issues 
ernmental bodies who got togeth- they face they all said they were 
er Monday to share successes of on sound financial footing. But 
the past and plans for the next they acknowledged there were 
several years. tougher times ahead with the 

Village of Wheeling trustees property tax assessment freeze in 
convened the meeting to give gov- 1992 and those times would get 
ernment officials whose voters even tougher if the state legisla-
lived in the same area a chance to ture imposes a property tax cap 
get to know each other and hear on Cook County. 
state of the government address- "We — along with other taxing 
es. bodies — are expecting a consid-

In attendance were elected offi- erable loss of revenue due to the 
cials and administrators from the assessment freeze," said District 
village, Wheeling Park District, 23 Superintendent Ronald 
Indian Trails Public Library Dis- Bearwald. 
trict, Wheeling Township, Wheel- Stephen Berry, superintendent 
ing Township Elementary School of District 214, said that district 
District 21, Prospect Heights Ele- will lose $18.5 million over the 
mentary District 23 and North- next two to three years with the 
west Suburban High School Dis- assessment freeze and may be 
trict 214. forced to cut staff and possibly 

"No two of us have exactly the programs. 
same territory, but we do have "As many have mentioned, the 
many constituents in common," tax cap would be even a more se- 
Wheeling Village President Shei- rious problem," he said. 
la H. Schultz told the group. "We "We can all get together and 
have successes and failures — console one another," Schultz 
real and perceived — that spill said. 

• 

Wheeling area governments 
talk over mutual concerns 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 

Villages not quite seeing 
eye to eye on Weiland Rd. /6-yam 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling village officials 
wouldn't mind seeing Wei-
land Road extended a few 
blocks southwest to join Buf- 
falo Grove Road, though they 
claim the improved traffic 
flow wouldn't help their vil-
lage much. 

But if Buffalo Grove wants 
to pay to pave over a few 
acres of farmland in Wheel-
ing to build the street, that's 
all right with them. Espe-
cially if their neighbor to the 
north pays for it. 

Buffalo Grove has already 
spearheaded the capture of 
nearly $2 million in federal 
funds to build out Weiland 
from McHenry Road (Route 
83) southwest to Buffalo 
Grove Road. As it stands 
now, southbound traffic must 
first turn west on Lake Cook 
Road before it can proceed to 
the south on Buffalo Grove. 

But the feds won't pay for 
rights-of-way, and only 
Wheeling can condemn the 
narrow strip of land needed 
for the two-lane road, plus 
exit lanes. Wheeling City 
Manager Craig Anderson fig-
ures it'd cost $800,000 to buy 
the land, and he advised the 
village council a week ago 
not to pay for any of it. 

Low priority 
Wheeling Village President 

Sheila Schultz tempered the 
resolution, to be sent to Buf-
falo Grove, to read that pay-
ing for the land was "not a 
priority," since, as Anderson 
said, "it has not as much 
benefit to Wheeling as to 
Buffalo Grove." 

"We work well with Wheel-
ing, but I just don't under-
stand this," said Buffalo 
Grove Village Manager Wil-
liam Balling. 

"It'd make it easier to get 
to Walmart," Balling added. 
"It's of direct benefit to 
Wheeling. 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling will soon hire a 
new health officer, according 
to Village Manager Craig 
Anderson. 

He said last week the 
search for Village Sanitarian 
Daniel Adams' replacement 
has narrowed to one person, 
who will probably be hired 
within "a couple weeks." 

Adams resigned Jan. 10 to 
join his wife Donna in Sun 
Prairie, Wis., where she has 

Source: Buffalo Grove zoning map. other maps. 

"It would be an absolute 
tragedy to lose this money." 

Busy intersection 
He added that the new 

road would relieve congestion 
at Buffalo Grove and Lake-
Cook Roads, an intersection 
completely within Wheeling 
following an annexation bat-
tle won by the village last 
year. 

Anderson said it was true 
that a longer Weiland Road 
would enhance travel to 
Wheeling's new Sam's Ware-
house and Walmart. "No 
doubt it'd probably get peo-
ple there more directly. But I 
think they'd get there any-
way." 

"Don't get me wrong, it's 
not a bad idea at all. It's just 
not a priority for us." He said 
the village has a study under-
way that would soon reveal 
its road improvement priori-
ties. 

Meanwhile, he agreed with 
his Buffalo Grove counterpart 
that the possibility of the 

taken a job running that 
city's planning and economic 
development department. 
She held a similar position in 
Schaumburg. 

Daniel Adams plans to 
open a general law practice 
in Sun Prairie after passing 
the Wisconsin bar exam. 
Adams earned his law degree 
after studying at night at 
Chicago's John Marshall Law 
School. Though not a practic-
ing attorney, Adams is a 
member of the Illinois bar. 

The village sanitarian 

Pioneer Press Graphic 

feds pulling funding for a 
project slow in getting under-
way would be a shame, but 
added, "I suppose (the pro-
ject) would alleviate some of 
the congestion on Lake-Cook 
Road, but Buffalo Grove 
doesn't want to widen Lake-
Cook Road" beyond its pre-
sent four-lane girth through 
the village. 

He said Wheeling is in 
favor of the widening 
because it would receive 
nothing but benefit from it. 
All the needed land would be 
pared from Buffalo Grove, 
and few Wheeling residents 
would be affronted by the 
six-lane highway running 
almost entirely through the 
other town. 

Sid Mathias, Village Presi-
dent of Buffalo Grove, hoped 
that the villages could get 
together on the road 
improvement. 

"I think if people are 
going to (Wheeling) shopping 
places. . . (Wheeling) might 
as well help them get there," 
he said. 

inspects restaurants, septic 
systems and wells, and over-
sees other health-related con-
cerns within the village, 
including solid-waste disposal 
and litter control. Adams 
held the job for almost 12 
years. 

"One of the things I'll 
miss is the feeling of actively 
doing something to protect 
the health of the public," 
said Adams, adding that his 
job was one most residents 
are unaware of when things 
are running smoothly. 

Wheeling narrows search 
for new health inspector 



Wal-Mart, Sam's Warehouse 
get ready for grand opening 

- 
By IRV LEAVITT 

c
o

STAFF WRITER 
f•L y 

Wheeling's new Sam's 
Club has sold about 4,000 
memberships through Mon-
day, at $25 a pop. And they 
don't even open until next 
Tuesday. 

But that's nothing. "A 
good store can get it up to 
75,000 or 100,000," according 
to manager Mike Matheson. 
That's $2.5 million a year, 
folks - before the store sells 
a single item." 

Sam's is a cash-and-carry 
warehouse store at 1055 
McHenry Road. It's one of 
about 150 nationwide, and 
caters to business people 
looking for stock at wholesale 
or near-wholesale prices. 

It's coupled with a Wal-
Mart store, both the brain-
children of Arkansas septua-
genarian Sam Walton. The 
new Wheeling Wal-Mart, on 
the Lake-Cook Road portion 
of the same property, shares 
a 1,500-space parking lot with 
its wholesale brother. Their 
walls surround a total of 
almost six acres of selling 
floor. 

Though allegedly the oasis 
for small business, just about 
anybody can play the game 

Membership card 
People with registered 

businesses get in, of course, 
plus anyone with a govern-
ment job. Employees of any-
thing can get in if their 
bosses set the company up in 
the deal. Anybody in manage-
ment automatically gets a 
membership card. 

"Even editors," said 
Matheson. 

Absolutely anybody can 
get into a Wal-Mart. There's 
no membership or initiation 
fee. Once one is in, however, 
it's hard to get out with as 
much cash as one entered 
with. 

Many of the prices, seen at 
the Mt. Prospect Wal-Mart, 
are enticing. A can of 9-lives 
cat food goes for 26 cents. 
Eighty-eight cents buys a gal-
lon of Purex bleach. If you 
like Clorox, that's $1.22. A 
3-pack of Hanes boxer shorts 
costs $8.26. 

"The prices come basic out 
of our general office," said 

else is cheaper, we will lower 
our price," he said flatly. "We 
will be the cheapest." 

Scary business 
That's a scary thought to 

local retailers, since Wal-Mart 
carries a lot of items, nearly 
all brand-name. They have a 
right to be scared, according 
to Haar. 

"K-Mart, Target, Venture, 
we move in right next to 
them, right next to major 
malls," said Haar. "It hurts 
'em." 

Even restaurants can 
worry. Wal-Mart sells a hot-
dog in its snack bar for 83 
cents. The quarter-pound ver-
sion goes for $1.18, as does a 
rather impressive barbecue 
sandwich. 

The most novel thing is 
the wheelchairs. Available at 
the door, they're fitted with 
big baskets on the front of 
the handles. Weak-legged 
customers can sit and shop, 
as they wheel through the 
wide, uncluttered aisles. 

with Sam, according to manager Charles Haar, whose 
Matheson. store, the 83rd in Illinois, will 

"We try to keep it on a open Feb. 4. "But they have 
membership basis," he said, to be the cheapest. 
"but an ungodly number of "If a customer brings it to 
people can join." our attention that somebody 
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Waste agency firing back 
at its op onents with facts 

1 -3  landfill for disposal. 

LOCAL REPORT 

defensive tactics fall under tacti-
cal training. 

Robertson and Connolly knew 
early on that they stood to finish r	 at or near the top of their class 
because scores are posted week-
ly. And while they said the envi-
ronment at the academy is very 
competitive, they are modest in 
discussing their accomplish-
ments. 

Robertson said he is pleased 
that his classmates thought he 
was the best recruit in his class 
but he said he is prouder of his ac-
ademic achievement. 

"It was my intention to do the 
very best I could do," he said. 
"Outstanding in the class was 
nice because it was something 
other classmates determined. 
But the academic award is more 

academy program, they too have important to  
been assigned to a veteran police Both Robertson, 28, and Connel- 
officer who is taking them ly, 24, just recently decided they 

program. through Wheeling's field training enforcemepnt. wanted to ursue careers in law 

A typical day at the academy While Robertson thought about 
includes classroom time, physical police work during high school, he 
fitness drills and tactical lessons. opted for a career in business. 

Push-ups, sit-ups, weight liftin However, two years ago he decid- 
and jogging are part of the physi- g ed to change careers. 
cal education drills while hand-to- Connelly also decided he want- 
hand combat training and other ago.  ed to be a police officer two years 

The Des PlaMes garbage trans-
fer station has attracted the at- 

The Solid Waste Agency of
tendon of opponents to all of the 

Northern Cook County - blasted
other sites, and more than 250 

two weeks ago by opponents of a
people turned out at an EPA- 

proposed garbage transfer sta-
sponsored public meeting two 

tion along the Des Plaines River
weeks ago to explain their opposi- 

- fired back Wednesday with a
tion to the station. According to 

100-page document responding to
the report released by the solid 

opponents' concerns.
waste agency Wednesday, oppo- 

The detailed response comes
nents exaggerated and misunder- 

one week before the Illinois Envi- stood the transfer stat
this

ion. 
facility 

ronmental Protection Agency's
"The objectors to  

scheduled decision on whether to
have lost their perspective," 

approve construction of the $11.3
wrote William Abolt, executive 

million transfer station, which is
director of the agency. "This is 

the latest component of the solid
not a hazardous waste treatment 

waste agency's regional garbage
center. This is not a la

station
ndfill. This 

disposal system.
is simply a transfer for 

al refuse which is gener- 
The agency already is planning municip 

two other elements of the region- ated in 
thou
hoseholds eollect

e
very day on, put 

al garbage disposal system - a out at curb and cd  

transfer station in Rolling Mead-
the area streets." 

ows and a landfill near Bartlett -
Much of the report disputes °b- 

and has proposed a third transfer jectors' claims t roduced hat hazardous 

station in Elk Grove Village.
liquid would be p  

Under the solid waste agency's
the baling process, leak out of the 

plan, garbage from 26 Northwest
facility and pollute the Des 

suburban communities will be
Plaines River and surrounding 

transported to one of the three
residential water wells. Solid 

proposed transfer stations, where waste agency officials said the 
the garbage will be compressed

amount of contaminated liquid - 

into bales. The agency will then or `inconsequential 
 - rduced would 

truck the bales to the Bartlett be  

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Two of the three Wheeling po- 
lice officers sworn in last Octobe 
graduated first and second in 
their class at the Chicago Police 
Training Academy. 

In a class of 55 recruits, Officer 
Preston M. Robertson finished 
first and was voted the most out-
standing recruit by his fellow 
classmates while Officer John B. 
Connolly finished second. Officer 
John Bonk, also sworn in last Oc-
tober, was already a certified po-
lice officer in Illinois and did not 
need to attend the academy. He 
has completed his 12-week field 
training program and is now 
working a regular patrol shift. 

Now that Robertson and Con-
nolly have finished the 13-week 

Top cops prepare to join 
eelin& police force 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 

BY CHRISTINE HAWES 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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Arlington Heights, Bartlett, Des Plaines, 
Hanover Park, Mount Prospect, 
Prospect Heights, Schaumburg, 
Streamwood, Wheeling 

Buffalo Grove, Elk Grove, Hoffman 
Estates, Palatine, Rolling Meadows $6.95 $20.50 

Barrington, Lake Zurich, Wauconda $7.75 $21.95- 

Mundelein, Libertyville, Vernon Hills $6.95 $21.95 

*Basic service is lowest-priced package available at that time; 
number of channels and types of channels varies with each 
company. Source: news repo 

Local impact of Senate vote, Page 3 

Daily Herald Graphic 

Basic service* rates 
1984 1991 

$5.95 $17.55 

t, 

Plans for an Amoco mini-mart at 
the corner of Hintz and Elmhurst 

r roads can proceed now that the 
Wheeling Village Board has given fi-
nal approval to the proposal. 

Although trustees tentatively ap-
proved the plan last fall, they would 
not authorize final approval until 
Gene DeBartolo, owner of the prop-
erty, agreed to give a portion of the 
land to Cook County for right-of-way 
access along Hintz Road. 

Village officials said property 
along county-owned roads is com-
monly given to the county or local 
governments for parks, road im-
provements and future uses. 

And while DeBartolo said last Oc-
tober he was not willing to give up 
the land, his apparent change of 
heart permitted trustees to approve 
the plan. 

"It is a common practice to ask 
people to donate right of way," said 
Trustee Anthony Altieri Jr. 

DeBartolo will give the village 17 
feet of land — from Hintz Road in-
ward — running the length of his 
property along the road. 

DeBartolo has operated a gas sta-
tion with towing and salvage opera-

tons at that corner for many years, 

By BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

but recently closed the gas station to 
make way for the mini-mart and car 
wash. 

He will lease his land to Amoco. 
Under the plan, salvaging and repair 
operations will be discontinued. 

While village officials have said 
the mini-mart will enhance the 
neighborhood with additional 
landscaping and new buildings, 
neighbors were initially opposed to 
the plan. They said the car wash 
would bring more noise to the area. 

Originally more than 25 residents 
voiced their opposition to the propos-
al, but changes in the site plan, in-
cluding additional landscape buffer-
ing between the car wash and resi-
dential neighbors, dulled some of the 
opposition and prompted plan com-
missioners to approve the proposal. 

Village officials have also said the 
mini-mart and car wash will create 
less noise than DeBartolo generated 
at the site. 

Amoco representatives have said 
the Wheeling layout is standard for 
many mini-marts in the Northwest 
suburbs. 

And, they said, the company has 
not had any past problems with the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
over noise issues. 

Landowner abandons fi 
Wheeling OKs mini- 

Reuters 

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
voted overwhelmingly Friday to 
bring the lucrative cable television 
industry back under federal regula-
tion because of complaints about 
high rates and poor service. 

The bill, which passed 73-18, gives 
the Federal Communications Com-
mission authority to regulate basic 
cable rates in areas where there is 
no effective competition to cable ser-
vice. 

'

Supporters of the bill said it was 
needed because rates for basic ser-
vice have increased 56 percent since 
1986 industrywide, with fees in some  

areas doubling and tripling. 
The bill "will stop price-gouging 

by the cable industry. It will restore 
competition," said Sen. Daniel 
Inouye, D-Hawaii, one of its chief 
sponsors. 

"These cable rates are going to 
continue to go up unless (the bill) is 
passed," said Sen. Albert Gore, D-
Tenn. 

But Sen. Tim Wirth, D-Colo., said 
the bill would impose too much regu-
lation. 

"If cable TV is such a rip-off ... 
why have so many American house-
holds subscribed?" he asked in argu-
ing for a less-restrictive substitute 
that failed on a 35-54 vote. 

Congress ended federal cable tele-
vision regulation in 1984, leaving 
most cable systems as unregulated 
monopolies in the areas they serve. 

Because some cable systems have 
different rates for basic and expand-
ed service, the bill requires that if 
fewer than 30 percent of subscribers 
take the basic service, FCC regula-
tion would apply to the next most 
popular rate taken by at least 30 per-
cent of customers. 

The National Cable Television As-
sociation strongly opposes the bill, 
saying it would hinder the growth of 
the industry. President Bush may 
veto the legislation if it passes Con 
gress. 

Static in cable TV's future 
Senate votes to restore federal regulation 
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Wheeling OKs $5,000 for train station plan 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees gave Metra a 
sign they are serious about bringing 
commuter rail service to their resi-
dents with the decision Monday to 
pay an engineering firm $5,000 for a 
preliminary plan for a train station. 

Representatives from villages 
along the Wisconsin Central Rail-
road to Prospect Heights have been 
talking with Metra representatives 
and the Northwest Municipal Confer-
ence Transportation Committee 
about the possibility of running a 
commuter line for two years, and 
Village Manager Craig G. Anderson 
said it is time for the communities 
that would use the line to show they 
are committed to the project. 

"We have passed a resolution in  

the past showing we are very desir-
ous of the project," Anderson said. 
"We want to go back to them, say, 
`We have done the preliminary engi-
neering, here is what it looks like, 
this is as much as we can do' and put 
the ball back in their court." 

He said preliminary studies show 
at least 1,000 people would catch the 
train daily in Wheeling. 

Plans call for the station to be built 
near Wickes Furniture Co. on Dun-
dee Road with access to the station 
from Boehmer Road. 

Anderson said communities along 
the rail line will probably have to 
pay some of the cost of building a 
station and related improvements to 
the proposed sites, including park-
ing. 

The Wheeling Park District is 
building a family aquatic center on  

property it owns between Wickes 
and village hall, and officials from 
both governing bodies have ex-
pressed interest in an agreement 
that would allow commuters to use 
the parking lot at the aquatic center. 

Anderson said the communities  
are looking to have Metra pay for 
track improvements, rolling equip= 
ment and to operate the system. 

Other communities that may also 
bring commuter service to their res-
idents are Libertyville, Mundelein 
and Vernon Hills. Buffalo Grove has 
already conducted an engineering 
study showing their commitment to 
the project. 

McClure Engineering, of Rock,  
ford, will do the engineering work 
for Wheeling. 
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Wheeling budget proposal 
feattir 2% spending cut 

o2 —a?  

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling village board, 
acting as the Liquor Control Com-
mission, approved liquor licenses 
Monday for two new businesses in 
the village. 

Approval of the liquor license 
for Bravo! A Bistro represented 
the last hurddle in the village ap-
proval process for Ike and Sophis 
Therios, who will be operating a 
restaurant at 521 S. Milwaukee 
Ave., former location of the Man-
chester Place restaurant. 

While the trustees gave tenta-
tive approval to a liquor license 
for the restaurant, the two must 
contact the Wheeling Police De-
partment for guidelines on how to 
train their servers on the various 
aspects of alcohol service, includ - 
ing spotting fake identification 
cards. 

Proper employee training is 
one of the conditions that must be 
met to the satisfaction of village 
officials before any liquor license 
is granted. And because that plan 
is not in place for the restaurant, 
Ike Therios said he would be hap-
py to have the police department 
guide him in set a policy. 

"I didn't know if the village had  

some guidelines for us to follow," 
he said. "It was my intention to 
contact the police department to 
see if they could give us any infor-
mation." 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz said she wanted to make 
sure the conditions for selling li-
quor in the village are clearly un-
derstood. 

"Being in the restaurant busi-
ness you must be aware the vil-
lage takes the sale of liquor to 
underaged patrons most serious-
ly," she said. "We work hard to 
make sure that doesn't happen. 
We feel strongly about it for you 
as business people and for the 
young people themselves. This 
commission has been on the 
record as being strong on conse-
quences when the ordinance is vi-
olated and I want to make sure 
you know the guidelines." 

Wal-Mart Inc. was also granted 
a liquor license to sell packaged 
goods at its Sam's Wholesale 
Club, which will be opening later 
this month. 

Sam's Wholesale Club will be 
open to members only and the 
manager of the store was hoping 
to be able to have customers pur-
chase liquor at any of the stores 
more than 25 cash registers. 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wary of how the state's finan-
cial troubles will trickle down to 
municipalities and how the na-
tion's recession will affect sales 
tax revenues, Wheeling officials 
are proposing a $23.2 million 
spending plan, down almost 2 per-
cent from last year's $23.6 million 
budget. 

If the budget is approved by 
trustees, who took a first look at it 
Saturday, it will be the second 
year that no new full-time posi-
tions will be added to the village 
staff. 

Robert W. Fialkowski, finance 
director, said a curtailing of capi-
tal expenditures also contributed 
to the budget decrease. 

But he said he expects a 20 per-
cent jump in the amount of mon-
ey the village spends on its group 
health insurance plan for employ-
ees and that at some point trus-
tees may want to consider negoti-
ating with employees to have 
them pay some of the cost. 

Also included in the budget for 
fiscal 1992-93, which will begin 
April 30, is $63,000 for a new dem-
olition participation plan. 

Under the plan, the money 
would be used to help owners of 
vacant buildings along  

Milwaukee Avenue demolish the 
buildings. 

Village officials have identified 
14 sites as eyesores and the mon-
ey in the proposed budget would 
be enough to clear away nearly 
one-third of the buildings next 
year, with money budgeted each 
year until all 14 are gone. 

"Often the owners say they will 
take down the buildings until they 
find out how much it is going to 
cost," said Community Develop-
ment Director Michael Klitzke. 
"We need to develop a procedure 
to get owners to do it on a reim-
bursement basis. They would tear 
it down, show us proof and we 
would pay for half." 

On the revenue side of the budg-
et, Fialkowski expects property 
tax revenue to decrease 2 percent 
from last year's $6.09 million to 
$5.9 million. 

And he is expecting to collect 
$1.6 million from the state income 
tax surcharge and $3.08 million 
from sales tax. 

"We have had poor receipts 
from sales tax revenue this 
year," he said. "Wal-Mart and 
Sam's will be significant sales tax 
generators next year but we have 
had a number of smaller retailers 
go out of business this year. That 
is not unique to Wheeling, it is 
happening all over the place." 

Wheeling OKs liquor licenses 
for 2 new village businesses 
By BONNIE Boom 

Palwaukee board mulls office move 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
staffers could find themselves work-
ing out of a new building later this 
year, if commissioners approve a 
plan to move the airport's offices 
from Hangar One to a building north 
of the airport at the end of Industrial 
Drive. 

Airport officials are looking to va-
cate the hangar — which houses the 
airport's offices and maintenance 
equipment — so they can return the 
building to its original use as an air-
craft hangar and charge tenants to  

rent the 12,990-square-foot space. 
The airport recently acquired the 

Brown & Kerr Inc. roofing company 
at 1020 Plant Road as part of its capi-
tal improvement plan and although 
the building could possibly be demo, 
ished in 1996 because it will sit too 
close to a parallel taxiway scheduled 
to be constructed under the plan, air-
port officials say it is the best place 
to move to — at least for now. 

Airport Manager Fred Stewart 
said the commission could use the 
building for at least five years and 
that it was possible the building 
would not need to be torn down. 

"There is some flexibility in- 

volved, we don't know the construc-
tion schedule (for the east-west taxi-
way) yet," Stewart said. "And it is 
an existing structure, we have some 
latitude in allowing it to remain." 

Stewart estimates it will cost 
$108,000 to remodel the roofing com-
pany to make is suitable for the air-
port staff to use. Included in that 
cost would be $12,000 in office reno-
vation, $32,000 to widen garage doors 
and renovate the garage to house the 
oversized snow removal equipment, 
and $64,000 to construct a road from 
the building to the runways and taxi-
ways. 

And Stewart said the cost of re-
modeling the building would be paid  

for with the revenues from the rental 
of Hangar One — which he said 
would generate "less than $10,000 
per month." 

But some members of the commis-
sion's finance and administration 
committee thought airport estimates 
of how much money they could get 
for the hangar were too high. 

"Do we have a possible tenant?" 
asked Commissioner Jim Nickel. 
"Say we are going to get $9,000, the 
question might not just be price. Is 
there a demand?" But Nickles said 
the move would still be profitable 
even if Hangar One was rented out 
for less than $9,000. 

Wheeling may help with, road costs 
Lake Cook Road. T e extension will land, Wheeling Community Develop-
be in Wheeling. Although Wheeling ment Director Michael Klitzke said 
officials agree it is a good idea, they he does not think the county will go 

In what amounts to a small change do not feel it is a priority project for through with the project until Wheel- 
of heart, Wheeling trustees have the village. ing and Buffalo Grove decide who is 
said that while they are still not will- And trustees do not want to sign an going take care of the road. 
ing to pay any of the cost of acquir- agreement with Buffalo Grove say- Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
ing land for the extension of Weiland ing they support the project until the said she is not opposed to paying 
Road, they may be willing to pay costs to them are clearly spelled out. some of the costs of maintaining the 
some of the road maintenance costs "The idea sounds good," said road, and she does not want the 
if Buffalo Grove is successful in get- Wheeling Village Manager Craig G. project to die because of a lack of 
ting the extension built. Anderson. "But there would still be agreement. 

Buffalo Grove wants to extend the some costs associated with it. It is "I don't want to block this so they 
road from Old McHenry Road to not crystal clear who would pay for (Buffalo Grove) can't do it," she 
Buffalo Grove Road — where it road repaving." said. "Having a safe intersection 
would meet St. Mary's Parkway — While Cook County can build the there is a plus for the village of 
to alleviate traffic congestion on road and use its power to acquire the Wheeling." 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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Ela Lion Pride puts 
down Warriors, 6-2 

The Wheeling Warriors were de-
feated 6-2 by the Ela Lion Pride in 
Boys Under-10 action. Wheeling got 
on the board first with a goal by John 
Reid who was assisted by Jason 
King. 

Ela then scored 2 goals to make it 
2r1 at halftime. Ela scored 4 goals in 
the second half. Wheeling's second 
goal was made by Keith Plywaczyn-
ski, assisted by Reid and Tim Sand-
ers. 

Despite their loss, the Warrior de-
fense had a strong effort by Jason 
Pasquinelli, Brant Bruner, Michael 
Wiltse and goalies Jed Pinley and 
Mike Fournier. 
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Wheehng Seni9rcenter abuzz with activity 
class No. 4 at 10 a.m. 

S 

Center, 199 N. First St., Wheeling, 
are listed below. Some activities are 
for members only; others are avail-
able to all 55 and up persons. For in-
formation and to confirm dates, 
times and fees, call Barbara Han-
sen, senior coordinator, at 459-2670. 

For today, Thursday, Feb. 20: sen-
ior stretch at 9 a.m.; pinochle and 
canasta group and senior commis-
sion meeting, both at 10 a.m.; blood 
pressure readings at 11:30 a.m.; Chi-
nese luncheon ($3 for egg foo young, 
rice, salad, dessert and beverage) at 
noon; "Amazing Alaska" travelog 
by Bill Parlette (free but sign up) at 
12:45 p.m.; bridge class at 1 p.m. 

For Friday, Feb. 21: Medicare and 
secondary insurance form assist-
ance (free, but appointment neces-
sary) at 9 a.m. ; Hatha yoga class 
\To. 3 at 10 a.m.. 
For Monday, Feb. 24: Senior  

stretch at 9:15 a.m., 10:15 and 11:15 
a.m.; Sew 4 Others Cancer Society 
Project at 10 a.m.; bridge group at 
12:30 p.m.; movie at 1 p.m. 

For Tuesday, Feb. 25: senior 
stretch at 9 a.m.; bowling at 9:30 
a.m.; crafts group, German Club 
and current events, all at 10 a.m.; 
soup deli at noon; Pavilion-Aires 
Chorus at 1:30 p.m. at 1:30 p.m. 

For Wednesday, Feb. 26: free tax 
preparation assistance for seniors 
(call 459-2670 for appointment) at 9 
a.m.; senior stretch at 9:15, 10:15 
and 11:15 a.m.; watercolors class 
No. 2 at 1 p.m.; weight support/nutri-
tion group at 1:30 p.m. 

For Thursday, Feb. 27: senior 
stretch at 9 a.m.; pinochle and 
canasta group at 10 a.m.; bridge 
class at 1 p.m. 

For Friday, Feb. 28: Hatha yoga  

Other activities 

The defensive driving course, 55 
Alive, a two-part course by A.A.R.P. 
trained volunteers, will be held from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursdays, March 12 
and 19. Cost is $8 for both days. Class 
is limited (send check made out to 
A.A.R.P. to Pavilion, 199 N. First St., 
Wheeling, IL 60090. Completion of 
course can make taker eligible for 
discount from car insurance carrier. 
Call 459-2670. 

A St. Patrick's Day Luncheon Par-
ty will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Tuesday, March 17. Fee for res-
idents is $10 ($12 for non-residents) 
and buys corned beef or chicken 
breast lunch followed by Irish enter-
tainment. Wear something green 
and join in sing-along. 

Two family trips are scheduled, 
for which fees include transporta- 

tion, admission and leadership. Bus 
departs and returns to Heritage 
Park. Shrine Circus trip is planned 
for 2 p.m. Saturday, March 7, at 
Medinah Temple and costs $9. Civic 
Orchestra/Civic Opera trip at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, March 29, costs $5. 

Call the Pavilion Senior Center at 
459-2670 for information on the fol-
lowing trips: Bahama cruise from 
March 9-13; Macon, Ga., from 
Mai ch 21-26; Mystery tour April 14; 
Fisherman's Inn and Bingo April 15; 
Our Lady of the Snows Alton Belle 
Riverboat from April 22-24; Du-
buque Casino Belle April 29; Wind-
sor, Canada May 1-3; Pella Tulip 
Fest and Mississippi Cruise from 
May 6-8; Kenny Rogers May 24; In-
dianhead Mountain Resort June 2-5; 
Bobby Vinton June 17; Ameriflora 
'92 June 22-25; Alaska July 13-24. 

Call 459-2670 for information. 

Senior Center happenings at Pavi- 
lion, the Wheeling Senior Citizen WHEELING 

Park district breaks even with raffle- 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Park District baseball 
players will be selling raffle tickets, 
along with swinging bats and run-
ning bases, now that park district of-
ficials have instituted a "break-
even" policy for the sport. 

Under the plan, ballplayers will 
each be required to sell 25 $1 raffle 
tickets. They will have until May I to 
sell the tickets and the raffle will be 
held on opening day, May 9, with 
prizes of $500, $250, $150 and $100 giv-
en to the winners. 

Troy Butler, assistant athletic  

coordinator, said the park district 
decided to require that ballplayers 
sell the raffle tickets so they would 
not have to pass the increased costs 
of the program onto its participants. 

"The player fees are similar to 
what they were last year," Butler 
said. "We need the raffle money to 
buy more equipment and keep the 
program affordable for the partici-
pants." 

Last year, 551 youth participated 
in the program, which is open to both 
boys and girls. And Butler said he is 
expecting a few more this year. 

Baseball sign-up began in January  

and runs through March 7. Youth 
who will be 7 to 15 years old on July 
31 can sign up to play in one of four 
age-level leagues. Each league has 
its own fee. Fees range from $35 to 
$86 for players who sell the 25 raffle 
tickets. The season will run through 
August 1, and most teams will play 
twice a week. 

The three ballplayers who sell the 
most raffle tickets beyond the 25 re-
quired will be given gift certificates 
to the Sportmart in Wheeling. 

Friday is the registration deadline 
for youth spring soccer. 

And while the spring soccer season  

does not attract as many players as 
the fall season, because it overlaps 
with baseball, nearly 300 youth are 
expected to participate, recreation 
coordinator Eric Christensen said. 

Soccer season runs from March 16 
through May 17, and the games are 
played at Northside Park on Sun-
days so as not to conflict with base-
ball games. 

There are three soccer divisions: 
Wee Wheeling Kickers for 4- to 5-
year-olds; Division Two for first-
and second-graders; and Division 
Three for third- and fourth-graders. 
The fee for the program is $37. 

Judge to resolve annexation dispute 
BY MICHELLE MARTIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

An annexation dispute between 
Buffalo Grove and Wheeling that be-
gan over a year ago is expected to 
come to a head today in Lake County 
Circuit Court. 

The two villages are battling over 
the Roland Schwind farm, 20 acres 
on the northeast corner of Weiland 
and Lake-Cook roads. Wheeling an-
nexed the parcel, surrounded on 
three sides by Buffalo Grove resi-
dential developments, on Jan. 28, 
1991. Days later, Buffalo Grove an-
nexed the same land. 

While elected officials from both 
sides have made efforts to resolve 
the issue without going to court, they 
were not successful. 

However, Buffalo Grove officials 
have hinted recently they do not ex-
pect to win the case. In a Wednesday 
public hearing on a draft of the vil-
lage's revised comprehensive plan, 
plan commissioners questioned Vil-
lage Planner Robert Pfeil about the 
designation of the 20-acre parcel as 
office and residential. 

Pfeil told them that the land would 
not likely remain in the village. Ear-
lier, Buffalo Grove Village President 
Sidney H. Mathias said the same  

thing to a joint meeting of village 
trustees, plan commission members 
and park board members. 

Buffalo Grove became involved in 
the annexation dispute because 
neighbors of the parcel wanted to be 
assured that the land would not be 
developed for future uses. 

The Buffalo Grove residents went 
to a Wheeling village board meeting, 
where Wheeling trustees agreed to 
annex the property with residential 
zoning. After the residents had left, 
feeling victorious, the Wheeling vil-
lage board reconsidered the issue 
and annexed the land with commer-
cial zoning. Daily Herald Map 
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An airplane comes in for a landing at Palwaukee Wit!nicipal Airport over the intersection of Hintz and Wolf roads. The low 
clearance factor at that intersection is one reasoN officials want to move it. 

Daily Herald Photo/Mark Black 

Airport plan leaves land owners up in the air 

• 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff *nor 

When John Cartland purchased 
the land at the northwest corner 
of Larkin Drive and Wolf Road in 
Wheeling three years ago, he 
planned to construct a commer-
cial building that would bring he 
and his brother, Silas, rental in-
come for years to come. 

So he was more than a little 
surprised when he learned from 
a prospective tenant that the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commission planned to relocate 
a portion of Wolf Road through 
his property. 

"I knew they planned some re-
configuration of the intersection 
of Hintz and Wolf roads," Cart-
land said. "But the plans we 
were shown missed our property. 
The problem with public bodies 
is that they don't have a clear di-
rection of where they are going 
and when they are going to get 
there." 

The relocation of the Hintz and 
Wolf Road intersection is the 
centerpiece of an $83.5 million 
capital improvement plan at the 
airport designed to bring it up to 
Federal Aviation Administrative 
standards. 

When Palwaukee was private-
ly owned it did not have to meet 
those standards but when it was 
purchased by the village of 
Wheeling and the city of Pros-
pect Heights in 1986 it fell under 
FAA jurisdiction. And airport of- 

ficials need to acquire property 
and move the intersection to cre-
ate a clear zone for the airport's 
longest runway — which now 
ends just 250 feet from the inter-
section. 

Because he cannot tell pro-
spective tenants how long they 
will be able to stay in the build-
ing, Cartland said he has had to 
offer discounted rents and has 
lost many possible long-term 
tenants. 

Last summer, Cartland went to  

airport commissioners and 
asked them to make-him an offer 
on the land as soon as possible. 
He said he and his brother were 
losing money and living in a 
"never-ending purgatory" with 
real estate taxes rising monthly. 

Fred Stewart, airport mana-
ger, said he is hopeful the airport 
will get enough funding from 
state and federal authorities, 
who are financing about 90 per-
cent of the land acquistion, to 
make the Cartlands an offer this 
year. 

"We should get enough money 
this year to take care of the land 
needed for the relocation of Hintz 
Road and the land needed for the 
construction of two bridges with 
some left over," he said. "We un-
derstand the problem but unfor-
tunately it is an unavoidable situ-
ation." 

While much of the road reloca-
tion process is a game of waiting 
for funding, airport officials are 

See AIRPORT on Page 2 
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New ordinance gives owner 
30 days to remove graffiti 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

AIRPORT: Plan leaves 
land owners up in the air 

Wheeling property owners 
whose buildings have been dam-
aged by graffiti will have 30 days 
to remove it or face court ordered 
removal and fines under an ordi-
nance passed by the village board 
Monday. 

"We have had good cooperation 
with a lot of business owners," 
said Village Manager Craig G. 
Anderson. "But we have had 
some where cooperation is lack-
ing." 

Under the ordinance, which 
goes into effect immediately, the 
village can take businesses to 
court and fine them up to $500 per 
day until the graffiti is removed. 

Anderson said village staff will 
soon be sending out notices to 
businesses that have not cleaned 
up damage to their property in 
the past 30 days informing them 
they must now do so. 

And one Wheeling resident said 
it is about time. 

Wolf Road resident Mary Rita 
Frances, who has lived in the vil-
lage for 21 years, said she has 
been looking at graffiti on two 
apartment buildings near her 
house since Thanksgiving. 

"I am irritated every morning 
when I leave my driveway and ir-
ritated every night when I come 
home and it is still there," she 
said. "I am ashamed to have 
company come to my house. I 
have been happy here until the 
last couple of years." 

Village trustees took their first 
look at the graffiti removal ordi-
nance in December and were hop-
ing at that time to be able to have 
village workers clean off the graf 
fiti and then charge the property 
owners for that removal. 

But that option was removed 
from the final draft of the ordi-
nance because Village Attorney 
James Rhodes said it would be 
illegal in the state of Illinois. But 
he said the state legislature may 
look at a law soon that would al-
low village officials to enact such 
a provision. 

Village officials have also put 
on hold an ordinance that would 
ban the sale of spray paint to mi-
nors. Anderson said while the or-
dinance is still under discussion, 

with spray paint," he said. 
good, and not all graffiti is done 

there are some problems with it. 
"Unless everybody (neighbor-

ing municipalities) pass an ordi-
nance, it probably won't do mud 

Continued from Page 1 

hoping a piece of legislation passed 
by the state Legislature last fall and 
effective March 1, will help them 
take possession of land quicker once 
the money becomes available. 

Under the legislation, the airport 
will be able to take title to property it 
wishes to acquire immediately after 
entering condemnation proceedings 

on that property. 
But the "quick take" legislation 

will not speed up the airport's ability 
to make offers to property owners. 
Many property owners cannot find a 
private buyer for land that will 
someday be taken by the airport nor 
do they want to make any improve-
ments on buildings that sit on that 
land. 

It will, however, help the airport 
when wrangling over price with 
landowners reaches an impasse. 

Currently, three parcels of land 
needed for the relocation of the in-
tersection are in condemnation pro-
ceedings and 26 more are being ap-
praised. 

Stewart said commissioners would 
prefer to reach price agreements 
with property owners without having 
to condemn the property and possi-
bly use the "quick take" power. 

In order to exercise that power, 
airport officials will enter their ap- 
praisal of the property in question 
with the court. A judge will decide 
the amount of money to be held by 
the court while condemnation pro-
ceedings continue. At that time title 
to the property passes from the land-
owner to the airport — giving the air-
port the power to go ahead with their 
plans for the land. 

If the owner wants to fight the air-
port's appraisal he can go ahead 
with a trial. If a jury decides the 
land is worth more, the airport then 
has to pay the difference between 
that amount and the court-held de-
posit. 

To date the airport has acquired 18 
of the 42 parcels needed for the relo-
cation. Stewart said agreement on 
nine of those parcels was reached af-
ter condemnation proceedings had 
started with none actually making it 
to the trial stafie 
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BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Airport OKs 
$2.88 million budget plan 

If the Jobs Work Program be-
comes reality and the airport's 
construction projects are accept-
ed by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, the federal govern-
ment would pay 90 percent of the 
projects' cost - expected to total 
$2.5 million - and the airport 
would pay 10 percent. 

Airport officials are expecting 
$1.53 million in revenues and will 
make up the $1.35 million differ 
ence between revenues and ex-
penses with $1.4 million now tied 
up in investments. 

Airport manager Fred E. Stew-
art said the commission will have 
to consider borrowing money to 
fund capital improvements in the 
future. Ninety percent of the cost 
of these improvements is paid for 
by federal and state grants but 
the airport must pay 10 percent 
and Stewart said that if all the 
money budgeted is spent next 
year, the airport will be left with 
only $213,000 in reserves. 

The village of Wheeling and the 
city of Prospect Heights as air-
port co-owners would borrow the 
money but it would be repaid us-
ing revenues generated from 
hangar leases, fuel flowage fees 
and rental fees for T-hangars and 
tie-downs for smaller aircraft. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
commissioners are planning to 
spend $2.88 million in the upcom-
ing year, including $1 million to 
continue buying land needed for 
their long-term capital improve-
ment plan. 

While the spending plan, ap-
proved Wednesday, is up 134 per-
cent from last year's budget, $2 
million will be spent on capital 
improvements - including the $1 
million for land. 

Also included in the capital ex-
penditures for the fiscal year that 
begins May 1 is $40,000 for a 
mower, $30,000 for fencing and 
$200,000 for pavement improve-
ments. The airport's engineers 
will also work on an environmen-
tal assessment study, expected to 
cost around $74,000, for the relo-
cation of the Wheeling drainage 
ditch. The ditch needs to be relo-
cated so land at the airport's 
north end can be developed. 

Commissioners are hoping to 
spend $487,000 on two construc-
tion projects under the Jobs 
Works Program - one of several 
programs Congress is consider-
ing to end the current recession. 

rt) 

0 'd 

: 8: l° 7cu' "› ; a; : • a  ): 7:9 . 

ci.)  
E <

.., a; Cl) ry.., . Coca o 

.$) cn q En a) 9, .9. 4 ...- i..... ; . &.. -.-> :'•-' „) -.-' a) 0 as 
ca m"cil 4 0 ..0  ,..., .,.. (,) 

0 
a .1.-.... ,./0-.- 2 0 wp,;,,,,A _ 

71,,

to

z a, 7s.  , .?.. 7,1

c-' 
Fi

LD
..:.".._ zo

e; 
ri),
"1.,)  ; 

,.(2
.?.
. 
2
o° ..... 

cu cu 6 6 - - z Q, - Qom° - 4 i-. 9, 1, 0 .4 .5,:) ,-, ,_, , , < C.) 
E.1  '''' .4 .4' E-I  co Iii 5  rii li; co.  r' (i) 
mc'm '-4 Z.4.-'1Zrx4 ▪ roZ:;," Z to 

0 

(1)  
E 

r... cn r... 
F_ ,.04.) f

tf.,,  4 
 : 

c:i 
 

..- ca . a) 
= I. - •sa,, to cc; o 0  ..,, ..2 - ..  , 0  ... 0  
, L

a6 2 tu , 5 E  ,c,  3 0-
Ti
l  . . . 8  , , ), „ ; , . - ci,  O

0 ,I 
al 

 . .z. ,..d.? ..f c., "ctsw •te a c1.01-' 
1::$
.110,0f cnCl.)

up ."
0 

0 <1.) 
 

0  lon 0 71, tb,,, m z E Q., N ,_...C.3 Cd ,__,C'3  .-C CL) ....; 73 0  .I la)  I.., '10 0 Q MS > 'ZS C. Ca 
CZ .0 0 = 0 ,,, • .-. .0 ..'sj 0.-r,., a, 3 .= m o .0 0  m 4.) m as • .-. cy a) t., 0 
.3.)  .0. o 0 0.) 0 ,.,:i•-,  E  -,-. 2 -E al.. - 0 to i w ow 0  ' ..x 0 .cu

cn 
 0 tin ,..> c,,- ct. ..._., 0 --. 4 as o ,sis  

a) -0 .u, 0  ..,., ca -, 0)  Q  '..‘ 0 = U2 = E .= .- m. u) ._ m E 
'0, -d ,tto E --w 0. to .5 ;-. 0 2 ,,,,-) Ca 1...- ,,, E. -8 a :-- 0  ..° -to 'eci ° CI) 2 

••= 2 ..)2.  ...,---`- E .a>"-  I ,...,- O...
$••• 7  o=  ,-, "c'a) 0" li"  L'' 171 ,C1)  6/1 75 f-': 

ca 
4)0 : .."-""';0  Ent'  2  Q.3)  P  :  t4  .. C3  .4 u)  ,,,o., 0  2 , ..0  „a  r...2 

 c
s 

.50 ,..
›. 00 .0 w..... la ..w.... rt  .2:-,...  --" ,0 t-  '-' -r-,

..... V 
0 ct ,. a., = E. go - 5, 0•0  ...- a) 

0 .4 = . 8 =' 'w &-, 0 .c at 0 0 0 •+ 6. T.: -,-'= czt% f 2  06'  ..,--‘al  0.,ct  '-‘0 ..,_,2  g .; I • cs  ci  . cissCa  ) • 57 ' '' ' -:'-' 5 cj:   ; -t-JCI) .V.C.-"  : 1-.  
4....1 , .s,  a) CA cp 

= •-• 1::). = 7:5 '" "0 W  '''' co a) • -.- `--. .-t,  ..-> c• '''' 0 -`' c.) o 6-. -.-', 'c'd 2' a ui 7A acc;) ,-.'CD  4 ,-. '-',,,, al to ck) - 2 --. -8 m . E•1-:: *,:i ° ..=' ,.- = m = .., ... m tow 
co
u, 

c
;) .z..° L.) .053  -0.

• 

 ,,, 1... „, = ...., , ao 0 o -7,., a) 0  ..., ..., m c2, a , a> al .o 1 a  to . __ 0 , 0  _ „,, _ . , „,,, , __ . 0  ,:,, , ,, 
.-. C.) 

(1.) .2 = t"" = p." • S .C1)  7'... CI 7:$„C.' 4.4)  4: ;..° . E 73) 2= r .,:, '0C/'  7::; •E' 0,5 ,, m -o • -.. 0,-0 0.05    ;.= E 0 a) ....0)  .. x _o 0 r.-  - ...-. „ 0 C/2 ›,... „. 0 0 1
• 

v., 0  •--. Id' z u)  -0 0r0.,... t-' 0 .0 e" 03 L. 'L' 0 = 0. C.)  110 0 0  L. a) a) ''' ca 5' tzo a) L. 5 0 g ,-. o. o < a) o s- 0 ..c 2...a. .-a 2 1._,) .is .= ..o 8 8 ..= ..= Na)  :8 . s .o 8, .0 ,,,.)5), nn tEL ca 

Hoping to remove any questions 
about its backing of the Wheeling 
Park District's proposal to build a 
new recreation facility, the Wheeling 
village board approved by a 5-1 vote 
a motion of support for the project. 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
asked trustees to discuss the project 
during their regular meeting Mon-
day to make clear their individual 
feelings about the proposed 51,000-
square-foot building. 

"I have heard some comments 
that show there is confusion about 
this board's position on the recre-
ation building," said Schultz. 

"We need to give the correct infor-
mation. And for those voters who are 
interested, I do support the recre-
ation center as a real asset to the vil- 

lage. We have excellent facilities 
here that we are proud of, but our 
needs have changed. The park dis-
trict has looked at our recreational 
needs and has responded with a re-
sponsible proposal to put before the 
voters," she said. 

The park district is looking for a 10 
cent increase in the tax rate to build 
the new recreation building on land 
it owns on Dundee Road, between 
Wickes Furniture Co. and Wheeling 
Village Hall. 

Park district officials can borrow 
the estimated $4 million to build the 
center but they need the tax rate in- 
crease, which they will ask voters to 
approve on March 17, to run the cen-
ter. 

After hearing that a majority of 
the board members approved of the 
project, Trustee Lois Gaffke asked 
the board to make the support offi- 

center plan 
cial. 

Only Trustee William Rogers 
voted against that official show of 
support. 

While he would not say that he was 
for or against the park district's 
plan, he said he could not support the 
concept of one taxing body support-
ing another taxing body's building 
plans. 

"I believe you might be setting a 
precedent which might be ominous 
in the future," said Rogers. 

"If they (the park district) have 
done a good job with the citizens 
they don't need this or any other 
group's support," he said. 

But Phil Pritzker, co-chairman of 
the Friends of the Park, asked the 
board to join Wheeling Township El-
ementary District 21 in supporting 
the project. 

A 4171ereiing i , 11)- 

Community service 
officer hurt in wreck 

A Wheeling community service 
police officer was listed in critical 
condition Monday after his police 
car struck a tree in the 300 block of 
West Dundee Road, police said. 

Richard Herdus, 45, a 19-year 
veteran of the Wheeling Police De-
partment, apparently lost conscious-
ness while driving a community ser-
vice police car before the vehicle left 
the road about 9 a.m. Monday, 
Cmdr. Eric Larson said. 

A spokesman for Holy Family 
Hospital in Des Plaines would not 
disclose whether Herdus' injuries 
were due to the medical condition 
that led to the one-car accident or 
to the accident itself. 

The car suffered significant dam-
age, Larson said. 

endorses rec 

Wheeling chief named to task force 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael F. 
Haeger has been appointed to serve 
on a special state task force on pris-
on overcrowding. 

Appointments to the 21-member 
task force, which includes represent-
atives from law enforcement, com-
munity leaders, legal scholars, pris-
on employees, judges and state leg-
islators, were made by Gov. Jim 
Edgar. 

It is the job of the task force to find 
alternatives that are cost effective 
and innovative to building more pris- 

ons in Illinois. 
Among other issues, Edgar has 

asked the task force to explore mak-
ing greater use of boot camps and 
electronic monitoring devices to free 
up room in the state's prisons while 
still making sure the more danger-
ous criminals are kept behind bars. 

Haeger and Terrance W. Gainer, 
director of the Illinois State Police, 
are the two law enforcement 
represenatives on the panel. 

"I can provide input as to what is 
actually taking place on the streets 
as to the arrest of persons, etcet-
era," said Haeger of his appoint-
ment. "I am pleased to be a part of  

this, and I have ideas which I can 
share relative to the system and 
changes that can be made." 

Haeger, who has been Wheeling's 
police chief since 1982, is not new to 
statewide commissions. He served 
on the Police Officer's Memorial 
Committee ,and is the immediate 
past president of the Illinois Chiefs 
of Police Association. He also served 
as president of the North Suburban 
Police Chiefs Association in 1986. 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
said Haeger's appointment shows 
once again that Wheeling hires and 
retains quality department heads. Michael F. Haeger 

Wheeling mulls agencies' requests 
10 -(/-• 

we have in the past," she said. "By 
expanding our programs for school-
age children we can include a lot 
more Wheeling children." 

Also heard from were representa-
tives from Shelter, Inc., CEDA 
Northwest, Fighting Back, OMNI 
Youth Services, Resource Center for 
the Elderly and the Salvation Army. 

Trustee William Rogers expressed 
concern that so many of the agencies 
were asking for increases in funding 
this year. 

"We are going to have to answer to 
the taxpayers," he said. "I don't 
think anybody in these organizations 
thinks of the ramifications of asking 
for more money in times like these." 

But Harry Wells, executive direc-
tor of OMNI Youth Services, said it 
is in times like these that people 
need more help than ever from so-
cial service agencies. 
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Wheeling trustees, looking to com-
plete their fiscal 1992-93 budget on 
April 6, heard funding requests Mon-
day from social service agencies. 

Seven agencies are asking the vil-
lage for a total of $113,600 - up 23 
percent from last year's $92,050. 

The largest funding increase is 
being sought by Horizons Children's 
Center. The child-care center is ask-
ing for $25,000 this year - up 70 per-
cent from $14,700 supplied them last 
year. 

Suzan Sclove, executive director, 
said the center is looking to expand 
its program to serve more families 
who cannot afford to pay full tuition 
for child care. 

"We hope by funding more chil-
dren to serve more of the need than 
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"We are hoping local government 
and local resources can help us with- i 
stand larger state and federal cuts," 
he said. "You are using precious tax 
resources to purchase services fora 
your citizens." 

Several students from Wheeling I 
High School were also on hand to ask 
trustees for money to fund the Serve 
Our Seniors program. Serve Our 
Seniors, a branch of the Resource. 
Center for the Elderly is a program ; 
in which students go to the houses of . 
senior citizens and do minor repairs. 

Although Resource Center for the 
Elderly is asking for $2,500 for next' 
year, a small portion of that would 
go to Serve Our Seniors. 

The student shared their experi-
ences with ti ustees and told them 
they had become friends with many. 
of the seniors, saying they had 
gained adopted grandparents. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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Phil Pritzker finds few free evenings lately, between his 
duties as a school board member in District 21 and his 
activities promoting the Wheeling Recreation Center. 

Local merchants adjusting after Wal-Mart 
By IRV LEAVffT 

STAFF WRITER 
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Local merchants faced with their own personal 

World After Wal-Mart have found that maybe it 
isn't so terrible, after all. Some of them are even 
Aid to see the price-cutting giant come. 
7'1 personally am happy Wal-Mart opened," 

said Neil Jolcover, who owns the Stride-Rite chil-
drens' shoe store in the Buffalo Grove Town Cen-
ter on McHenry Road, just across Lake-Cook 
Road from Wal-Mart, which opened on the Wheel-
ing side of the highway about a month ago. 

One of the charter lessees of the shopping 
center at its opening three years ago, Jolcover 
acknowledges there has been a significant lack of 
traffic among the largely upscale stores there. 
Now, as shoppers drive down McHenry Road to 
the Wal-Mart and its sister membership store, 
Sam's Warehouse, they pass the Town Center, 
and might be reminded of its presence. 

"I have a spring promotion, and I put signs in 
the window, which I've never done before," said  

Jolcover, who sells most of his shoes to parents 
of children under six. Parents are concerned with 
childrens' growing feet at that age, according to 
Jolcover, and desire expert service and high-qual-
ity footwear. 

Although there are probably more smiles to 

It's a beautiful town. I can't 
get over it. No trash, no dope, 
no prostitutes on the street out 
front. J 

--- 10',Apt*K"r M  Alvoi..cleK  Dan McCully 

the aisle in Wal-Mart than many other depart-
ment stores, since the training program of the 
discount giant emphasizes friendliness, the shop-
ping is largely self-service, aside from the phar-
macy and optical departments. 

Alan Sear, who is a partner in two Buffalo  

Grove and one Wheeling Mark Drugs stores, said 
he, too, is unconcerned about losing trade to Wal-
Mart. 

"We're service-oriented. We deliver, and we 
have in-store charges. They're not going to affect 
us much." 

Survival plan 
Howard Bluestone, general manager of Wheel-

ing's Ace Hardware store, is helping prepare a 
survival strategy for his new boss, Chip Parr. 
Bluestone and his brother sold the store to Parr 
not long after Allan made an impassioned speech 
before the Wheeling Village Board asking them 
not to allow Wal-Mart in, claiming it would harm 
local retail businesses. 

But he said so far, the store is doing more 
than surviving. "I'm looking down at the cash 
registers now, and there are a bunch of people in 
line," he said. 

Bluestone believes one of the major advan-
(Continued on page 20) 

tages a large hardware store 
has in the fight to retain 
market share is that it carries 
a lot of the more esoteric 
items Wal-Mart does not, and 
has people who know how 
they work. 

"Wal-Mart carries the hot 
merchandise. They skim all 
the good A and B stuff," he 
said, meaning that they stock 
the 20 percent of total items 
that reflect 80 percent of 
sales. He said the 80 percent 
stays on the shelf longer, but 
he's satisfied that customers 
will know they can depend 
on finding it there. 

"We're known as having a 
lot of strange things," said 
Bluestone. 

"If you want to thread 
pipe, we're the only game in 
town. If you want an indus-
trial mop wringer, we're one 
of the few games in town,"  

he added. 
He said in the face of the 

invasion of the Arkansas-
based retailer, he and Parr 
are considering tool rental, 
something they have done 
little of. They want to win the 
customers who "need to use 
a nail gun, or a drop 
spreader, but don't want to 
invest" in the equipment for 
one or two uses. 

Sharp prices 
He said Parr has taken the 

challenge forced on him by 
Wal-Mart to "keep prices 
sharp, and sharpen them 
more, and beat them with 
knowledge, friendliness and 
attitude." 

Wheeling's K Mart store, 
at 780 W. Dundee Road, has a 
significant overlap in market 
with Wal-Mart. It will be the  

benefactor, however, of a new 
push from the Detroit head-
quarters to modernize the 
stores. Now in the planning 
stages, the Wheeling store 
will receive hundreds of 
thousands of dollars to break 
up its 700-car parking lot 
with curbing and landscap-
ing, shift and remodel its 
snack shop, and otherwise 
remodel the interior of the 
store. It will get new signage, 
and hopefully customers 
drawn by the K Mart TV 
advertising push. 

K-Mart Manager Dan 
McCully said he came to 
town at the same time Wal-
Mart did, and so couldn't tell 
if there was any difference in 
sales. The 36-year K Mart 
veteran was just glad to be in 
Wheeling and away from the 
last town he managed in. 

Wheeling activist finds 
time to fight for cause 

.5 Lb_ca, - 
When Phil Pritzker

y 
leaves Pritzker. 

the house in the evening his 
children often ask, "What 
meeting is it tonight, dad?" 

Pritzker's evenings are 
mighty busy these days. In 
addition to serving on the 
District 21 School Board, he 
is heading up an effort to 
win passage of a Wheeling 
Park District tax rate refer-
endum. 

"When you believe 
strongly enough about some-
thing of this nature you're 
willing to put out the effort," 
said Pritzker. 

The Park District is going 
to the polls for a second 
time seeking a rate increase 
of 10 cents per $100 of 
equalized assessed valuation 
to pay for staffing and main-
taining a proposed new rec-
reation center. The proposal 
lost by 62 votes last fall. 

The loss at the polls came 
as a surprise to Pritzker and 
others on the Friends of the 
Parks Committee. He said 
some residents were dis-
pleased that the question of 
whether to spend $5.3 mil-
lion for an outdoor aquatic 
center was not placed before 
residents in a referendum. 

"A lot of people were just 
upset at how the aquatic 
facility was handled," said 

"A general anti-tax senti-
ment" didn't help the cause 
either, he said. 

Now Pritzker is gearing 
up for the March 17 referen-
dum. With primary races 
also drawing voters to the 
polls, getting a tax rate 
increase approved will be 
especially difficult. 

"This time it's a grass 
roots effort, get-out-into-the-
trenches kind of thing," he 
said. 

No chances 
Wedged into Pritzker's 

free time are presentations 
to homeowners associations, 
PTA members and open 
houses at Heritage Park 
with slides showing how the 
new center would look. The 
mailing list has been broad-
ened and supporters are 
placing "a lot more empha-
sis on broadening the phone 
call list" than they did they 
first time around. 

"This time we're not tak-
ing any chances, we're tak-
ing it to every corner of the 
village," he said. 

Pritzker pointed out that 
Wheeling's population has 
tripled in 20 years, but the 
park district has not raised  

its recreation fund tax rate 
since 1970. The current com-
munity center, Heritage 
Park, was built in 1966. 

"The present facility is 
used to the brim," he said. 
"It's overflowing." 

The new facility would be 
51,000 square feet and would 
house a gymnasium, activity 
room, pre-school rooms, run-
ning track, classrooms, an 
aerobics/dance room, arts 
and crafts room, teaching 
kitchen, multi-purpose room 
with stage, fitness room, 
board room and an adminis-
tration area. 

For Pritzker, an 8-year 
resident of Wheeling, a new 
recreation center could help 
alleviate the purported tran-
sient nature of the village. 

"Wheeling has had a rep-
utation over the years as 
being a temporary stop-
over. . .Are there amenities 
to keep people here? Are 
there quality of life issues 
here? No to a large extent 
there aren't," he said. 

"To broaden the appeal, 
make Wheeling a more invit-
ing place, we feel it's a 
super investment in the 
community with a great 
return." 



Proposed Eastwood development 
Northbrook's Scarsdale Development is planning 85 homes on a narrow parcel of land north of the 
Chelsea Cove and Kingsport Commons subdivisions. Residents appear glad to see single-family 
homes built, but they are unhappy that their new neighbors would have to drive their narrow streets 
to get to and from home. 
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Wheeling plan commission rejects 
bid by auto mechanic to relocate 

3 3 -  (PI 
Semeria wanted to add two service 

bays to the abandoned gas station 
now at that site, so that he and his 

There will be no Porsches, no father, Lorenzo Semeria Sr., could 
Mercedes and no Jaguars for sale at reopen their business, which until re-
the southwest corner of Dundee and cently, was on Milwaukee Avenue. 
Schoenbeck roads if the Wheeling While their main thrust is auto re- 
village board goes along with the pair, the Semerias also sell autos on 
plan commission's recommendation consignment. 
Thursday to deny a Wheeling resi- Many of Semeria customers 
dent's attempt to relocate his busi- came forward to urge plan commis- 
ness to that site. sioners to approve his request. 

After hearing from residents op- Carol Crane, a Lincolnshire resi- 
posed to the plan and several cus- dent who has worked in Wheeling for 
tomers in support of Lorenzo Semer- 11 years, said the village should "do 
is Jr., plan commissioners voted 3-2 anything," to keep him in town. 
to deny Semeria's request to move "I have worked with Larry during 
his foreign-auto repair business to winter food drives," she said. 
that corner — considered the west- "Sometimes we were the only peo-
ern doorway to Wheeling. And al- ple. He gives back to the community, 
though trustees could go against the volunteering his time and heart. To 
commission's recommendation, they send him off someplace else doesn't 
very rarely do so. make sense. Wheeling should be 

Wheeling makes commitment to waste agency 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

proud to have him in this communi-
ty." 

But plan commissioners were re-
luctant to grant the special-use per-
mit, because it would allow future 
owners to locate a used car lot on 
that site. 

For a while, it appeared a 
glimmer of a compromise could be 
worked out that would allow Semer-
ia's request to be granted. But com-
missioners and Semeria's attorney 
agreed that hope was slim. 

"In my tenure on this board, I 
have seen us make accommodations 
for some bizarre situations," said 
Commissioner Frank Proietti, who 
voted against denial. "I am aston-
ished there are no accommodations 
that can be made here. There is no 
serious attempt to work with the pe-
titioner. Let's tell him that. How long 
are we going to drag this out?" 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling village board reaf-
firmed its commitment to the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County with its recent approval of 
two ordinances the agency needs its 
member communities to pass so it 
can restructure debt to pay for de-
velopment of regional garbage dis-
posal facilities. 

The first ordinance approves a 
project-use agreement between 
Wheeling and SWANCC in which 
Wheeling agrees to send all of its 
residential garbage to the proposed 
Wheeling Township garbage trans- 

fer station beginning Jan 1, 1994. up. 
Wheeling also agrees to having that Now that the village has commit- 
garbarge sent on to the proposed ted to sending all of its garbarge into 
balefill near Bartlett — when it the SWANCC system, it will begin 
opens around 18 months later. looking — within the next few 

"The agreement keeps our com- months — for ways to make sure it 
mitment to SWANCC in place," said can live up to its end of the bargain. 
Village Manager Craig G. Anderson. Currently, a village homeower can 
"We undertake a financial obligation contract with any garbage hauler 
but in return we have an assurance that has a license with the village to 
that we have a place to put solid pick up garbage. The company can 
waste." then dispose of it at whatever landfill 

And while Wheeling will eventual- it chooses. 
ly be billed by SWANCC for the And that will have to change if the 
amount of garbage it sends to the village is going to keep control of 
balefill, Anderson said he expects where its garbage goes. 
that cost to be covered by the fees Anderson said it is likely the vil- 
residents will pay for garbage pick- lage will look to franchise with one  

garbarge company to pick up all the 
village's trash to ensure it gets dis-
posed of at SWANCC's Wheeling 
Township transfer station. And he 
said for the first time the village will 
look at having a hand in garbage dis-
posal at its multi-family housing de-
velopments. 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
said the upcoming discussion of a 
franchise agreement will give the 
village board another chance to look 
at ways to reduce the amount of gar-
bage being sent to landfills. 

"We will be looking at what kind of 
service we are going to have that 
will fit into our SWANCC agree-
ment," she said. 

• 
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Wheeling homeowners 

near a planned 85-unit 
home development are torn 
between their desire for 
quality structures nearby, 
and their concern over the 
practical effect the construc-
tion might have on their 
lives. 

Village residents usually 
welcome the stabilizing 
effect of single-family 
homes built in their town, 
where about two-thirds of 
the housing stock is multi-
family. Residents of Chelsea 
Cove and Kingsport Com-
mons seem happy that 
Northbrook's Scarsdale 
Development wants to build 
custom homes starting at 
$149,000 adjoining vacant 
property. 

But they are not thrilled 
that cars belonging to their 
erstwhile neighbors would 
all pass through their subdi-
visions to get to the land-
locked parcel, and some 
fear covering the prairie 
and swamps of the old 
Denoyer property would 
cause flooding in their own 
homes. 

There are plenty of traffic 
problems in Chelsea Cove 

Residents rally against traffic in Eastwood 
LO-Cp-• 

By IRv LEAVITT already. Residents admit 
they see each other drive 
pell-mell through the wind-
ing streets of their develop-
ments, where sidewalks are 
rare. Pedestrians have no 
choice but to walk while 
constantly looking over 
their shoulders. 

The Chelsea Drive 
entrance to Chelsea Cove is 
lined up where Elmhurst 
Road ends at Route 83. Res-
idents say that over the 
years, strangers and drunk 
drivers have become con-
fused, when what they 
thought was the continua-
tion of northbound Elm-
hurst Road turned out to be 
a narrow, curvy local street. 

Disoriented, they have 
been known to bounce off 
or drive through various 
obstacles, including a 
garage can and a safety 
island. 

Scarsdale representatives 
claim the 85 homes they 
would build just north of 
Chelsea Cove would gener-
ate only 91 cars to ply Chel-
sea Drive and Denoyer Trail 
to get to them. Some resi-
dents claim the total would 
be closer to twice that. 

Traffic engineer Dave 
Landeweer, hired by Scars-
dale, told Wheeling plan 

commissioners at a hearing 
packed with residents last 
week that the traffic around 
Elmhurst and 83 is already 
so bad, the Eastwood homes 
could hardly make a differ-
ence. 

But it might make a dif-
ference within Chelsea and 
Kingsport, especially to Tim 
Tucker, who bought a home 
years ago at what he 
thought was Chelsea Drive's 

clean up." 
Though Tucker's sewer 

complaints are not the rule 
in Chelsea, he's not the only 
one who sees a problem 
along the road to Eastwood. 

"There are kids picked 
up for school right on the 
corner, and there are no 
sidewalks. And you want to 
put more cars there? You're 
nuts," said resident Tom 
Manson. 

Not only do children play 
and wait for buses on the 
streets of Chelsea and 
Kingsport, but they walk to 
Chelsea's clubhouse, with 
its tennis court and swim-
ming pool. 

The problem hits close to 
home for Commissioner 

mhn livac in 

dead end. But Scarsdale 
staffers were told in Febru-
ary that the newer, wider 
Denoyer was inadequate to 
feed their development. An 
old right-of-way easement 
would have to be used to 
provide additional access to 
the new homes from narrow 
Chelsea Drive as well. 

"I'm the poor sucker 
that's going to have the 
driveway in front of his 

and being told there has 
been an accident. 

"It's a Catch-22," she said 
Saturday. "We'd love to see 
it, but it would impact these 
people too much." 

She said Scarsdale repre-
sentatives "were smart in 
saying they wanted a con-
tinuance" last week. The 
developer won the commis-
sion's recommendation to 
the village board to change 
zoning to permit the con-
struction. But several tech-
nical points were postponed, 
and remain for the commis-
sion to consider April 9, 
along with the needs 
expressed by the develop-
ment's neighbors. 

"I think they're going to 
come back with something."  

house," said Tucker Thurs-
day, referring to the ease-
ment that today looks like a 
big, grassy yard. 

Tucker figures he's taken 
enough abuse already. "I've 
had sewage build up twice 
in my unit there," he remi-
nisced at the hearing. "The 
city's had to blow it out. I've 
had it coming into my 
house, which is real nice to 

(Continued on page 8) 
by Kingsport's developer. 

But beyond that, neither 
Artman or anyone else can 
say what could allow vehic-
ular traffic to move through 
the neighborhoods without 
causing hazards, both dur-
ing construction and after-
ward. 

Wheeling Village Planner 
Mark Janeck said there is 
no other way to provide 
adequate access to the prop-
erty except as planned. 

The embankment on 
Lake-Cook Road is too steep 
for an entrance there. Lots 
in Whippletree would have 
to be purchased to create 
access through there, and 
that community can with-
stand the increased traffic 
no better than Chelsea. An 



Proposed Eastwood development 
Northbrook's Scarsdale Development is planning 85 homes on a narrow parcel of land north of the 
Chelsea Cove and Kingsport Commons subdivisions. Residents appear glad to see single-family 
homes built, but they are unhappy that their new neighbors would have to drive their narrow streets 
to get to and from home. 
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After hearing from residents op-

posed to the plan and several cus-
tomers in support of Lorenzo Semer-
ia Jr., plan commissioners voted 3-2 
to deny Semeria's request to move 
his foreign-auto repair business to 
that corner — considered the west-
ern doorway to Wheeling. And al-
though trustees could go against the 
commission's recommendation, they 
very rarely do so. 

sioners to approve his request. 
Carol Crane, a Lincolnshire resi-

dent who his worked in Wheeling for 
11 years, said the village should "do 
anything," to keep him in town. 

"I have worked with Larry during 
winter food drives," she said. 
"Sometimes we were the only peo-
ple. He gives back to the community, 
volunteering his time and heart. To 
send him off someplace else doesn't 
make sense. Wheeling should be 

ues o e granted. But com-
missioners and Semeria's attorney 
agreed that hope was slim. 

"In my tenure on this board, I 
have seen us make accommodations 
for some bizarre situations," said 
Commissioner Frank Proietti, who 
voted against denial. "I am aston-
ished there are no accommodations 
that can be made here. There is no 
serious attempt to work with the pe-
titioner. Let's tell him that. How long 
are we going to drag this out?" 

Wheeling makes commitment to waste agency 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling village board reaf-
firmed its commitment to the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County with its recent approval of 
two ordinances the agency needs its 
member communities to pass so it 
can restructure debt to pay for de-
velopment of regional garbage dis-
posal facilities. 

The first ordinance approves a 
project-use agreement between 
Wheeling and SWANCC in which 
Wheeling agrees to send all of its 
residential garbage to the proposed 
Wheeling Township garbage trans- 

fer station beginning Jan 1, 1994. 
Wheeling also agrees to having that 
garbarge sent on to the proposed 
balefill near Bartlett — when it 
opens around 18 months later. 

"The agreement keeps our com-
mitment to SWANCC in place," said 
Village Manager Craig G. Anderson. 
"We undertake a financial obligation 
but in return we have an assurance 
that we have a place to put solid 
waste." 

And while Wheeling will eventual-
ly be billed by SWANCC for the 
amount of garbage it sends to the 
balefill, Anderson said he expects 
that cost to be covered by the fees 
residents will pay for garbage pick- 

up. 
Now that the village has commit-

ted to sending all of its garbarge into 
the SWANCC system, it will begin 
looking — within the next few 
months — for ways to make sure it 
can live up to its end of the bargain. 

Currently, a village homeower can 
contract with any garbage hauler 
that has a license with the village to 
pick up garbage. The company can 
then dispose of it at whatever landfill 
it chooses. 

And that will have to change if the 
village is going to keep control of 
where its garbage goes. 

Anderson said it is likely the vil-
lage will look to franchise with one  

garbarge company to pick up all the 
village's trash to ensure it gets dis-
posed of at SWANCC's Wheeling 
Township transfer station. And he 
said for the first time the village will 
look at having a hand in garbage dis-
posal at its multi-family housing de-
velopments. 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
said the upcoming discussion of a 
franchise agreement will give the 
village board another chance to look 
at ways to reduce the amount of gar-
bage being sent to landfills. 

"We will be looking at what kind of 
service we are going to have that 
will fit into our SWANCC agree-
ment," she said. 

Residents rally against traffic in Eastwood 

commissioners at a hearing 
packed with residents last 
week that the traffic around 
Elmhurst and 83 is already 
so bad, the Eastwood homes 
could hardly make a differ-
ence. 

But it might make a dif-
ference within Chelsea and 
Kingsport, especially to Tim 
Tucker, who bought a home 
years ago at what he 
thought was Chelsea Drive's 

clean up." 
Though Tucker's sewer 

complaints are not the rule 
in Chelsea, he's not the only 
one who sees a problem 
along the road to Eastwood. 

"There are kids picked 
up for school right on the 
corner, and there are no 
sidewalks. And you want to 
put more cars there? You're 
nuts," said resident Tom 
Manson. 

Not only do children play 
and wait for buses on the 
streets of Chelsea and 
Kingsport, but they walk to 
Chelsea's clubhouse, with 
its tennis court and swim-
ming pool. 

The problem hits close to 
home for Commissioner 
Ellen Butor, who lives in 
Chelsea. 

She's happy the house 
trailers of Whippletree Vil-
lage didn't spread to the 
Denoyer property as was 
planned years ago, though 
she says Whippletree is 
pretty nice, as trailer parks 
go. She thinks a develop-
ment like Eastwood, where 
homes are built largely to 
customer specifications, will 
increase her own town-
house's value. 

But she also heard two 
mothers of small children 
tell at the hearing how they 
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dead end. But Scarsdale 
staffers were told in Febru-
ary that the newer, wider 
Denoyer was inadequate to 
feed their development. An 
old right-of-way easement 
would have to be used to 
provide additional access to 
the new homes from narrow 
Chelsea Drive as well. 

"I'm the poor sucker 
that's going to have the 
driveway in front of his 

and being told there has 
been an accident. 

"It's a Catch-22," she said 
Saturday. "We'd love to see 
it, but it would impact these 
people too much." 

She said Scarsdale repre-
sentatives "were smart in 
saying they wanted a con-
tinuance" last week. The 
developer won the commis-
sion's recommendation to 
the village board to change 
zoning to permit the con-
struction. But several tech-
nical points were postponed, 
and remain for the commis-
sion to consider April 9, 
along with the needs 
expressed by the develop-
ment's neighbors. 

"I think they're going to 
come back with something," 
she said, meaning some-
thing designed to appease 
Chelsea. She may be right. 

Monday, a Scarsdale rep-
resentative asked to see the 
contract Kingsport has with 
Chelsea Cove, binding them 
to pay for a third of the 
maintenance of Chelsea's 
ponds. 

The little lakes would 
receive overflow water from 
Eastwood, as they do from 
Kingsport. Chelsea Cove 
homeowner's association 
president Dan Artman has 
asked Scarsdale to make a 
Cr P chirp cimilar to that made 

house," said Tucker Thurs-
day, referring to the ease-
ment that today looks like a 
big, grassy yard. 

Tucker figures he's taken 
enough abuse already. "I've 
had sewage build up twice 
in my unit there," he remi-
nisced at the hearing. "The 
city's had to blow it out. I've 
had it coming into my 
house, which is real nice to 

(Continued on page 8) 
by Kingsport's developer. 

But beyond that, neither 
Artman or anyone else can 
say what could allow vehic-
ular traffic to move through 
the neighborhoods without 
causing hazards, both dur-
ing construction and after-
ward. 

Wheeling Village Planner 
Mark Janeck said there is 
no other way to provide 
adequate access to the prop-
erty except as planned. 

The embankment on 
Lake-Cook Road is too steep 
for an entrance there. Lots 
in Whippletree would have 
to be purchased to create 
access through there, and 
that community can with-
stand the increased traffic 
no better than Chelsea. An 
entrance over the railroad 
tracks would create too 
much hazard. 

"There are no sidewalks 
on your streets," Janeck 
told the throng of residents 
in the council room last 
week. "It is not the fault of 
the village, or of anyone 
else. It is the fault of the 
people who built your devel-
opment," he said of the 
builder who went bankrupt 
before the job was done 
more than a decade ago. 

Eastwood "is one of the 
most passive uses you could 
nncciblv have." 

By IRV LEAVI1T already. Residents admit 
STAFF WRITES they see each other drive 

pell-mell through the wind- 
Wheeling homeowners ing streets of their develop-

near a planned 85-unit ments, where sidewalks are 
home development are torn rare. Pedestrians have no 
between their desire for choice but to walk while 
quality structures nearby, constantly looking over 
and their concern over the their shoulders. 
practical effect the construc- The Chelsea Drive 
tion might have on their entrance to Chelsea Cove is 
lives. lined up where Elmhurst 

Village residents usually Road ends at Route 83. Res-
welcome the stabilizing idents say that over the 
effect of single-family years, strangers and drunk 
homes built in their town, drivers have become con-
where about two-thirds of fused, when what they 
the housing stock is multi-  thought was the continua-
family. Residents of Chelsea tion of northbound Elm-
Cove and Kingsport Com-  hurst Road turned out to be 
mons seem happy that a narrow, curvy local street. 
Northbrook's Scarsdale Disoriented, they have 
Development wants to build been known to bounce off 
custom homes starting at or drive through various 
$149,000 adjoining vacant obstacles, including a 
property. garage can and a safety 

But they are not thrilled island. 
that cars belonging to their Scarsdale representatives 
erstwhile neighbors would claim the 85 homes they 
all pass through their subdi-  would build just north of 
visions to get to the land-  Chelsea Cove would gener-
locked parcel, and some ate only 91 cars to ply Chel-
fear covering the prairie sea Drive and Denoyer Trail 
and swamps of the old to get to them. Some resi-
Denoyer property would dents claim the total would 
cause flooding in their own be closer to twice that. 
homes. Traffic engineer Dave 

There are plenty of traffic Landeweer, hired by Scars-
problems in Chelsea Cove dale, told Wheeling plan 
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Village hall to house fire 
safety talks offer tours 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Wheeling trustees approve 
budget with smaller figure 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling village hall, normally 
quiet on the weekends, will be 
alive with visits from seatbelt 
promoting dummies Vince and 
Larry, McGruff, the crime pre-
vention dog, and demonstrations 
and tours today as the Wheeling 
fire and police departments hold 
an open house for the village's 
residents. 

The open house will run from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the police and 
fire departments and the city 
council chambers at 255 W. Dun-
dee Road. 

This is the second year the fire 
department has invited residents 
to come and see its equipment 
and talk with firefighters and 
paramedics. And last year's 
event was so popular that the po-
lice department decided to join 
in. 

The fire department will have a 
"survive alive house" so parents 
and children can learn proper 
techniques for exiting a burning 
house. Firemen will also set 
small fires in a sprinkler trailer 
that will demonstrate how resi-
dential sprinkler systems work. 

Visitors to the open house can 
witness a fireman removing 
someone trapped in an automo-
bile during a noontime demon- 

stration. 
Members of the department's 

underwater dive team, technical 
rescue specialists team and haz-
ardous materials team will on be 
on-hand to display their equip-
ment and answer any questions. 

Representatives of all units of 
the police department from the 
drug abuse resistance officer to 
the police chief will also be at the 
open house to greet residents and 
conduct tours of the department. 

The department's new law en-
forcment explorer post, made up 
of high school students, will also 
be available to answer questions. 

"We want residents to spend 
some time getting to know us and 
the fire department," said Barba-
ra Kobishop, crime prevention of-
ficer. "We want to give them an 
accurate picture of what is going 
on and give them a chance to see 
where their tax dollars go. But 
this is also a family affair." 

Visitors to the police depart-
ment can tour the jail, witness a 
pistol range demonstration and 
tour the Northern Illinois Police 
Alarm System command vehicle. 

Adults will also be able to ride 
on the "convincer," a sled that 
simulated the jolting affect on a 
slow-speed car crash. It is used to 
convince people of the impor-
tance of seat belts. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Village trustees 
passed a $23.2 million budget 
Monday, down 2 percent from 
last year's $23.6 million budget. 

The budget, for fiscal year 1992-
93, which goes into effect May 1, 
includes $96,600 in funding for five 
social service agencies that serve 
village residents. 

While seven agencies had re-
quested funding, trustees for the 
second year decided against giv-
ing money to CEDA Northwest 
and Fighting Back — a northwest 
surburban high school District 
214 community education pro-
gram promoting substance abuse 
prevention. 

"I don't feel we should be tak-
ing on any additional social ser-
vice agencies," said Trustee An-
thony Alterieri Jr. 

While Trusteee Judy Abruscato 
advocated a 3.5 percent increase 
in funding across the board for 
the agencies, Alterieri preferred 
an individual approach saying an 
across-the-board approach was 
not fair to those agencies receiv-
ing a smaller amount of funding. 

Alterieri recommended in- 

creases ranging from 4 to 5.1 per-
cent. 

Horizons Children's Center re-
quested $25,000 for next year, but 
Alterieri called that request ab-
surd. And despite pleas from a 
Horizons board member, trustees 
voted to give the day-care center 
$15,400, up 4.76 percent from last 
year's $14,700. 

Only one Wheeling resident 
spoke during a public hearing on 
the budget held before its pas-
sage. 

"There is no respect for tax-
payers here," said Steven Telow. 
"Government after government 
keeps raising our taxes." 

However, village officials are 
expecting to collect $5.9 million in 
property taxes next year, down 2 
percent from this year's expected 
revenue of $6.09 million. They 
also expect to collect $1.6 million 
from the state income tax sur-
charge and $3.08 million in sales 
tax revenues. 

Village officials have called the 
budget a conservative one, but 
some capital improvement pro-
grams are continuing, including 
programs for street repairs, side-
walk construction and tree plant-
ing. The budget also includes the 
purchase of a new  fire engine. 

• 

Wheeling late-nighters may get new e dery 
ti-grq By IRV LEAVITT beard of appeals will get a 

look at the project, and the 
chance to tell village trust-
ees how big the Dundee 
Road-side sign should be. 

"As large as possible," 
laughed IHOP President 
Richard Herzer, recognizing 
that IHOPs in general are a 
lot harder to find without a 
big blue roof. 

"That thing in Wheeling 
will be invisible," said a 
manager of an area IHOP. 
"I was thinking about going 
for that location" as a fran-
chisee "but that part of it 
stopped me." 

international House of Pancakes has 
applied to open a 24-hour restaurant on 
Dundee Road in Wheeling. If the village 

grants the application, the re 4aurant would 
resemble this modern IHOI without the 
traditional A-frame roof. 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling residents will 
probably soon be able to get 
something to eat all night 
long without leaving the vil-
lage or opening their own 
refrigerator. 

The International House 
of Pancakes has applied to 
open a 24-hour restaurant 
on Dundee Road. But you 
won't find it by looking for 
a blue roof rising above the 
trees. IHOP doesn't build 
those anymore, opting for 
bigger restaurants and flat-
ter roofs. 

This one is planned for 
the Arlington Club Com-
mons shopping center, at 
Dundee and Huntington 
Lane. It would seat 124 din-
ers, and take over an "end-
cap" space, the three south-
ernmost stores, giving the 
strip 70 percent occupancy 
for the first time. 

Mindful of Route 68's sta-
tus as a high-speed night-
time gauntlet, plan commis-
sioners took measures to 
ensure that cars wouldn't 
fly westbound down Dundee 
at 40 mph, then continue 
into the parking lot without 
flagging their pace. 

When they recommended 
the project to the village 
board, they told trustees 
they'd like to see speed 
bumps and additional cross-
walk markings on the park-
ing-lot pavement. 

Signage 

Tuesday, the zoning 

"I just build 'em, and 
worry about franchising 'em 
later," said Herzer, calling 
from his California office. 
"People will come back for 
the food, and that's the 
issue." 

The A-frame roofs were 
discontinued about eight 
years ago, mainly because 
too much fuel was wasted 
heating and cooling all that 
space between them and the 
ceiling, according to Herzer. 
But the chain of about 500 
restaurants has a split per-
sonality, with 350 outlets 
retaining peaked roofs. 

New colors 
"It is kinda crazy," said 

Herzer of abandoning a 
design visible for blocks 
and recognized all over the 
world. "But we can't build 
them anymore." 

The roofs aren't the only 
thing that's different in the 
newer IHOPs. The insides  

of the eateries are no longer 
decorated "in persimmon-
and-blue; by definition, 
clash colors, move-em-out 
colors," said Herzer. Today, 
interiors are roomier and 
friendlier, decorated in 
peach, brass and glass, 
instead of harsh tones that 
psychologically induce din-
ers to eat and leave quickly, 
according to Herzer. 

He said there was "a 
great car count" on Dundee 
Road, leading him to 
believe there might be a lot 
of autos that would be turn- 

ing into his new store. "And 
there are a lot of rooftops 
around there," meaning 
many homes full of people 
who might want to eat flap-
jacks and hamburgers and 
such. In the wee hours, the 
only competition would be a 
couple of Denny's and the 
Buffalo Grove Wag's. 

He said a location at the 
nearby corner of Dundee 
and Buffalo Grove Road 
"would have been better, 
but, unfortunately, was not 
available." 

One resident of the  

Arlington C ub condomini-
ums told pl,a1 commission-
ers she thin ks the corner 
would have 1 ?en better, too, 
fearing that diners will cut 
through the it streets all 
night to get to the IHOP 
But they fe t it wouldn't 
save drivers much if any 
time, and so avould not be a 
common practice. The Hun-
tington Road entrance to 
the Arlington Club needs to 
remain open for emergency 
access, and the lot of the 
shopping center would 
become perilous if it did not 
open onto Huntington. 

• 
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Customers of TCI of Illinois cable 
TV company can expect a 5 percent 
rate hike in basic service this year, 
company officials announced. 

The increase is caused by the cost 
of business expenses the company 
has incurred, Kelvin Fee, general 
manager, said. 

On July 1, the rate for basic ser-
vice in single cable communities will 
be increased 5 percent from $16.71 to 
$17.55 a month. Basic rates for dual 
cable communities will increase to 
20.95. Customers also will see Ex-
anded Basic service, which in-

cludes the Arts & Entertainment, 
American Movies Classics, TNT, 
Court TV, ESPN and USA channels, 
increased from the current $1.19 to 

BY LARRY SMITH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

TCI cites increasing expenses 
in decision to hike rates by 5% 

Y-11 7 
$1.65. Encore, the newest premium dents might be confused by the in- 
service, will cost $1.45. creases. 

"We continue to make every effort Carole Stannard, executive direc- 
to control our costs and rates, but it tor of the Northwest Cable Council, 
is a fact, just as with every other said the combination of separating 
business in our community, we face the franchise fees and increasing the 
increased costs for insurance, tele- basic rates is poor timing. 
phone service, utilities, fuel and ve-
hicle maintenance, property taxes 
and other operating expenses," Fee 
said. 

However, as Fee admits, the bill 
customers will receive may be 
confusing. The company decided to 
create a separate line item on cus-
tomers' bills for franchise fees it 
pays to municipalities. That amount 
is 5 percent of the company's reve- TCI serves Arlington Heights, Des 
nues. Plaines, Mount Prospect, Park 

Cheryl Pasalic, communications Ridge, Prospect Heights, Schaum-
administrator for Mount Prospect, burg, Streamwood, Hanover Park. 
said she can understand why resi- Bartlett and Wheeling. 

"It almost makes the villages re-
sponsible for the rate increase when 
they're not," Stannard said. 

With the 5 percent franchise fee 
added, customers will actually pay 
$18.43 for single cable service, $22 
for dual cable, $1.75 for expanded ba-
sic and $1.50 for Encore starting July 
1. 

some new traffic regulations for the 
subdivision. 

However, because those regula-
tions — which would be in effect be-
tween 4 and 6 p.m. — would incon-
venience some of the subdivision's 
residents, trustees want to hear 
from them before making any 
changes. 

"I wonder if the homeowners have 
thought through being held captive 
with one exit at Hintz Road from 4 to 
6 p.m,," said Trustee Lois Gaffke. 

The village board is considering ei-
ther prohibiting right turns from 
Gregor and Kristy Lanes onto 

Elmhurst Road or prohibiting left 
turns from northbound Garth onto 
Kristy and Gregor Lanes. 

Trustees are concerned the home-
owners association may not speak 
for all of the residents of the subdivi-
sion, so village staff sent letters to 
the homeowners association and res-
idents of Gregor, Kristy and Hast-
ings Lanes to let residents know they 
will take up the issue again April 20. 

"If residents want the changes, 
that's fine," said Trustee William 
Rogers. "I don't want to get caught 
in the middle. If they say they don't 
want it, that should be fine also." Daily Herald Map 
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uppo ers eep p ans or 
car shop sap tion alive 
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had more information, I might 
have been swayed. I was quite in-
censed by the accusations that 

Thanks to a little help from his were made." 
friends; a Wheeling man's bid to Trustees also learned from a 
relocate his auto repair business representative of Mobil Oil, cur- 
on the southwest corner of rent owners of the site, that plans 
Schoenbeck and Dundee Roads is to clean up contaminated soil 
still alive. would be put on hold if the Semer- 

Last month plan commission- ias' plans are not approved. 
ers voted 3-2 to recommend that "The cleanup does not have to 
the village board deny Lorenzo be done," said Chuck Wagner, of 
Semeria Jr.'s plan to operate a Mobil Oil's real estate division. 
foreign auto repair business on "We have sites all over America 
the corner — considered the west- that need cleaning up. We priori- 
ern doorway to Wheeling. But af- tize them by what is being sold." 
ter hearing from several Wheel- Village President Sheila H. 
ing residents who know Semeria Schultz cast the tie-breaking vote 
and his father, Lorenzo Semeria that kept Semeria's plans alive. 
Sr., at a recent village board "I thought there were enough 
meeting, trustees voted 3-2 questions still unanswered in 
against denying the request. terms of what the petitioner could 

Of the several village residents do to respond to staff and board 
attending the meeting, only one concerns," she said. "The special 
spoke against the auto repair use classification allows us to set 
business. And while she had sig- conditions for the operation of the 
natures supporting her position business. That is why this is not 
from more than 100 neighbors, clear cut." 
one neighbor charged that she ex- Whether the Semeria's will re- 
aggerated to get the signatures. turn to the plan commission or 

"When she came to my door simply try and work out some 
she gave me information that was conditions with village staff and 
not totally incorrect, but was ex- then go back before the village 
aggerated," said Cheryl Witucke. board is still unknown as Village 
"Had I not known the Semerias Attorney James Rhodes 
for the past 23 years and had I not researches the situation. 

Residents to choose traffic options 
g--  3' C/C9  

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

Residents of the Eastchester sub-
division who have complained to the 
village of Wheeling about motorists 
cutting through their subdivision to 
avoid the intersection of Hintz and 
Elmhurst roads are being asked by 
village officials to offer their opin-
ions on a couple of options to elimi-
nate the problem. 

The Eastchester Homeowners As-
sociation asked the police depart-
ment to do a traffic study of the sub-
division last fall. Police Chief Mi-
chael F. Haeger has recommended 

Bud et OK expected after heating 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents will get their 
chance to comment on the village's 
proposed $23.2 million spending plan 
at a public hearing during tonight's 
village board meeting. 

After the public hearing, which 
will be held during the regular board 
Meeting that begins at 8 p.m., vil- 

ge trustees will look toward pas-
sage of the budget for fiscal 1993 —
which begins on May 1. 

The budget is a conservative one 
— down almost 2 percent from last 
year's $23.6 million budget. 

If the budget is approved by trus-
tees, it will be the second year that 
no new • full-time positions will be 
added to I the village staff. 

Village officials also said they are 
curtailing capital expenditures to 
keep the budget down. 

But Robert W. Fialkowski, finance 
director, said the village may have 
to consider alternative sources of 
revenue — including a home-rule 
sales tax, a utility tax or a food and 
beverage! tax — in the future to bol-
ster its coffers. 

"We are not recommending any 
increase in fees or any increase in 
taxes because we are using the state  

income tax surcharge as a revenue 
source," he said. 

And Fialkowski said sales tax rev-
enues have been down because of the 
recession. He said he expects the 
Wal-Mart and Sam's Club, opened 
late last February to generate signif-
icant sales tax revenue but he also 
said a number of smaller Wheeling 
retailers went out of business last 
year. 

Village officials are expecting to 
collect $5.9 million in property taxes 
next year, down 2 percent from this 
year's expected revenue of $6.09 mil-
lion. They also expect to collect $1.6 
million from the state income tax  

surcharge, and $3.08 million in sales 
tax revenues which are collected 
and distributed by the state. 

Also included in the budget is 
$63,000 foi6.4dhalltion participation 
plan in whiohbaiillage would reim-
burse property owners along 
Milwaukei pilule some of the cost 
for tearii441Vii buildings on their 
property. i • 

Village offitio/Ii have identified 14 
building al4411113-thoroughfare they 
would likb ti stir come down and are 
hoping to NO* itioney to help take 
down five buildttigs each year until 
they are go0$,:'s- 

, • ' 



Chelsea Cove 
residents bring 
gripes to panel 
The plan commission cast 
a split vote on proposals 
for a new single-family 
development for the old 
Denoyer property. Now the 
village board will sort 
through complaints from 
Chelsea Cove residents. 

Not up to standard 
But he said a request for 

stop signs on Denoyer 
doesn't pass muster with 
federal standards anyway, 
according to his figures. 

"In a one-hour period, 
there'll be 15 or 20 cars," he 
said, and U.S. guidelines 
recommend stop signs not 
be erected unless about 500 
vehicles are coming 
through, when car counts 
are the criterion. Another 
criterion is accidents, and 
he counted 10 minor ones 
in the last three years. 

"It's nice to know there 
isn't a large number of acci-
dents," said resident Adam 
D'Auria. "But that doesn't 
take into account all the 
near-misses." 

Like many residents, he 
worries about children walk-
ing to the Denoyer Trail 
recreational facilities, or 
waiting for school buses. 
The residents admit they 
and their neighbors are usu- 

der whether they will have 
more complaints when new 
residents drive home 
through Chelsea Cove, if 
construction of Scarsdale 
Development's Eastwood 
proceeds as planned. 

They and their Kingsport 
Commons neighbors didn't 
even get half what they 
wanted last week when they 
lobbied to keep traffic down, 
and to get help with water 
management, in the face of 
the development to their 
north. 

Village Planner Mark 
Janeck said Monday the fire 
department will probably 
join the police in allowing 
the Chelsea Drive entrance 
to the new subdivision to be 
used for emergency use 
only. 

Denoyer traffic 
A high curb on the Scars-

dale side paired with 
another on the Chelsea 

(Continued on page 8) 

Haeger said that a Chelsea-
requested crosswalk on 
Denoyer will be painted this 
summer, stop signs or no 
stop signs. 

Unresponsive 
D'Auria joined other resi-

dents in complaining police 
are unresponsive to their 
non-emergency calls. After 
Haeger accepted an invita-
tion to come to a Chelsea 
Cove meeting last Wednes-
day, they were still com-
plaining. 

D'Auria and Daniel Art-
man, president of Chelsea 
Cove Homeowner's Associa-
tion, were among those 
most critical of police 
responsiveness to requests 
for ticketing of illegally 

By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 
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The planning process 

involving the proposed sin-
gle-family development on 
the old Denoyer property 
has become as much a cri-
tique of Wheeling Police 
service as a debate over the 
wisdom of building homes 
on the vacant land near 
Lake-Cook Road and Route 
83. 

Residents of neighboring 
Chelsea Cove have criticized 
police enforcement of park-
ing, traffic and graffiti regu-
lations in and around their 
own subdivision. They won- 

Cove side would deter all 
but the most stubborn driv-
ers. That way, narrow, wind-
ing, sidewalk-free Chelsea 
Drive would not carry added 
traffic to the new homes. 

But that means Denoyer 
Trail, on the east side of 
Chelsea Cove and serving 
Kingsport Commons as well, 
would absorb all the cars 
bound for Eastwood's 85 
homes if they're approved 
by the village council May 
4. Police Chief Michael Hae-
ger said there is no appar-
ent necessity for any added 
stop signs on Denoyer to 
slow that traffic down. 

Residents say they've 
requested the signs for 
years, and need them more 
with new development. 
They complained to plan 
commissioners at two recent 
meetings, and to Haeger at 
a homeowners' meeting in 
between. They said they 
haven't received the signs, 
and don't get other things 
they request of the police, 
either. 

"I'm trying to get out of 
that business," said Haeger 
of the police's traditional 
job of researching the need 
for Wheeling traffic signs,' 
and devices, when 
requested by citizens and 
officials. He said Monday 
he's in the process of trying 
to negotiate it off the list of 
police responsibilities and 
into that of another village 
agency, freeing his own per-
sonnel for more active pur-
suits. 

I can have a car 
sit there for two 
hours, and in a 
two-hour period we 
might get two 
tickets. That's 
really not an 
efficient use of 
manpower., 

Chief Haeger 

parked cars and speeding 
drivers within their subdivi-
sion. 

"I've seen them myself 
go right by" illegally parked 
cars in Chelsea Cove, said 
Altman. 

D'Auria said, "I've called 
the police department con-
sistently — over a period of 
a week — and been told 
sometimes that people have 
an easement to park for a 
day or so. So I wait for a 
couple of days, and 
wait. . . and the cars are 
still there. And when I call 
in, I'm put off by the police 
officer on the phone. 

"When I call, I've yet to 
see a police officer come 
down the street. I call, wait 
a few hours. . . even the 
next day, the cars are still 
there." 

Crazy quilt 
Monday, Haeger said one 

of his problems is that the 
crazy-quilt of Wheeling sub-
divisions creates a myriad 
of parking restrictions that 
are hard for police officers 
to keep track of. 
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Mathias said Tuesday, "I 
think it's ironic that a few 
weeks before the budget is to 
go into affect, all bets are off. 
After the staff put in all that 
work. The governor under-
standably has a major budget 
crisis, but he doesn't have to 
create another crisis with the 
villages. He can make prom-
ises of no new taxes on the 
shoulders of the villages, and 
that's what he did." 

Buffalo Grove has about a 
half-million dollars worth of 
capital projects that would be 
paid for by the surcharge, but 
some obviously can be put 
off. There's $175,000 set aside 
for a commuter station on 
the proposed Wisconsin Cen-
tral line that can be saved. 

"We don't even have a 
train yet," said Mathias. 
"Even though we want to 
lake sure (Metra) realizes 

we're serious, we don't have 
to spend the money now." 

"We had the foresight to 
plan ahead and make sure 
were not going to use those 
funds to balance our budget," 
said Mathias. $188,000 of the 
money would be used to pay 
for "those projects required 
by the Americans with Disa-
bilities Act. We did not want 
to wait for deadlines, and 
wanted to make facilities 
ready as quickly as possible 
with funds that would come 
from the surcharge." 

The village can afford to 
postpone planning the fire 
training center, and spending 
the $72,000 those plans would 
cost. But that would mean 
another year of firefighters 
listening to lectures, sitting 
in the hall next to rooms too 
crowded to admitt all the 
trainees. 
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stopped the work, he has only voiced 
his objections." 

Owner Don Geller did not return 
phone calls. 

Kmart has also agreed to be re- 
sponsible for maintaining the new 
landscaping. 

"We will hope the owner follows 
his pattern of objecting but not stop-
ping (the work)," said Village Presi-
dent Sheila H. Schultz. "If there is 
anything the village can do, we cer- 
tainly will try." 

Kmart is hoping to start the interi-
or remodeling of the store within the 
next few weeks and the landscaping 
shortly thereafter. 

Wheeling down $.5 mil 
if Edgar sticks to his cuts 

4/4Z-61  By IRV LEAVITT said, though he appreciates the fix Edgar is 
STAFF MUTER in with lower sales and income tax revenue. 

, r1 /4.31-12- "People are not earning as much and 
Money due municipalities frbm the Illi- they're not buying as much." 

nois income tax surcharge was slashed 50 Deerfield Finance Director George Valen- 
percent last year, and 25 percent for this tine said that he's not too worried about 
coming year. this year, either, with most of the surcharge 

But last week, Governor Jim Edgar said money set aside for non-essential capital 
the state budget was in such a fix, Illinois projects. 
was keeping all of it. "Why do we do that?" he asked rhetori- 

Bob Fialkowski, Wheeling Finance Direc- cally. "Because we don't trust them." 
tor, expects negotiations to result in some "What he actually says and what he gets 
surcharge money coming to the cities. If are two different things," said Valentine of 
Edgar got his way, it would result in about Edgar. "He's a pretty powerful guy. Well, he 
a $500,000 difference in revenue. Wheeling will be until the next election." 
is already paring fund balances by $350,000 He figures his village would take in 
this year to keep taxes down. about $364,000 in 12 months of surcharge 

"It would still be in time before we set money under the deal Edgar is reneging on. 
our levy, so we would be OK for this year. There's $340,000 worth of surcharge income 
But next year, we would have to look at budgeted on the revenue side of the Deer-
other alternatives, like a home-rule sales field 1992-93 budget. The Illinois municipal 
tax or a real estate transfer tax, things we league figures it comes out to $21 for every 
haven't done up to now. one of Deerfield's 17,340 residents. Beyond 

"The people in the legislature made a that, Valentine can't explain how Illinois 
deal, after a great deal of hand-wringing figures how the money is apportioned. 
and gnashing of teeth. Now he wants to "They do it with black boxes, and guys 
break it, and I don't think that'll happen dancing on fires waving chickens over their 
knowing how this will affect the city of li:!ads," he laughed. 
Chicago." Buffalo Grove Village President Sid -A promise made is a promise kept," he Continued on page 15) 

stop calling. If it's illegal, 
they should take care of it." 

Haeger replied that 
though his 53 sworn police 
officers are sufficient to 
control crime, his three 
community service officers 
and two traffic officers are 
overtaxed. 

Haeger said new, 
enhanced roll-call training 
for patrol officers might 
help them learn how to 
ticket more efficiently, as 
the traffic officers and com-
munity service officers do. 
He said they are steeped in 
knowledge of traffic regula-
tion, but work mainly dur-
ing the day. 

"People call and say cars 
are illegally parked, we go 
out and check it and they're 
often not illegal," said Hae-
ger. 

He added that if resi-
dents find the police unre-
sponsive, they need not give 
up. "If they call the police, 
and don't get action, they 
need to call back and ask 
for the watch commander, 
or the deputy chief of field 
service, and if they don't 
get satisfaction, they can 
call me. If they want, if it's 
during the day, they can 
bypass both and call me 
right away." 

When asked Monday 
what he could do about 
complaints of speeding 
within the two subdivisions, 
Haeger said, "I really don't 
think it's that big a prob-
lem. 

"I can have a car sit 
there for two hours, and in 
a two-hour period we might 
get two tickets. That's really 
not an efficient use of man-
power." 

He said a check of typical 
speeds through Chelsea 
Cove was probably war-
ranted, however, and would 
see that it was done before 
May 4 if the village man-
ager requested it. 

Last Wednesday, Haeger 
and the residents sparred 
over gang graffiti as well as 
traffic. Homeowners 
asserted the same graffiti 
remains on area stores for 
weeks, or longer. Haeger 
claimed it only seems that 
way, and that new taggings 
often appear as soon as the 
old are removed. 

There is a new village 
law requiring property own-
ers remove graffiti under 
threat of fine. 

Complaints about police 
response are not the only 
worries of Chelsea Cove res-
idents. They had yearned 
for a deal with Srarerialp to 



Mathias said Tuesday, "I 
think it's ironic that a few 
weeks before the budget is to 
go into affect, all bets are off. 
After the staff put in all that 
work. The governor under-
standably has a major budget 
crisis, but he doesn't have to 
create another crisis with the 
villages. He can make prom-
ises of no new taxes on the 
shoulders of the villages, and 
that's what he did." 

Buffalo Grove has about a 
half-million dollars worth of 
capital projects that would be 
paid for by the surcharge, but 
some obviously can be put 
off. There's $175,000 set aside 
for a commuter station on 
the proposed Wisconsin Cen-
tral line that can be saved. 

"We don't even have a 
train yet," said Mathias. 
"Even though we want to 
lake sure (Metra) realizes 

we're serious, we don't have 
to spend the money now." 

"We had the foresight to 
plan ahead and make sure 
were not going to use those 
funds to balance our budget," 
said Mathias. $188,000 of the 
money would be used to pay 
for "those projects required 
by the Americans with Disa-
bilities Act. We did not want 
to wait for deadlines, and 
wanted to make facilities 
ready as quickly as possible 
with funds that would come 
from the surcharge." 

The village can afford to 
postpone planning the fire ' 
training center, and spending 
the $72,000 those plans would 
cost. But that would mean 
another year of firefighters 
listening to lectures, sitting 
in the hall next to rooms too 
crowded to admitt all the 
trainees. 

vyny ao we do that?" he asked rhetori-
cally. "Because we don't trust them." 

"What he actually says and what he gets 
are two different things," said Valentine of 
Edgar. "He's a pretty powerful guy. Well, he 
will be until the next election." 

He figures his village would take in 
about $364,000 in 12 months of surcharge 
money under the deal Edgar is reneging on. 
There's $340,000 worth of surcharge income 
budgeted on the revenue side of the Deer-
field 1992-93 budget. The Illinois municipal 
league figures it comes out to $21 for every 
one of Deerfield's 17,340 residents. Beyond 
that, Valentine can't explain how Illinois 
figures how the money is apportioned. 

"They do it with black boxes, and guys 
dancing on fires waving chickens over their 
heads," he laughed. 

Buffalo Grove Village President Sid 
LContinued on page 15) 
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through complaints from 
Chelsea Cove residents. 
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The planning process 
involving the proposed sin-
gle-family development on 
the old Denoyer property 
has become as much a cri-
tique of Wheeling Police 
service as a debate over the 
wisdom of building homes 
on the vacant land near 
Lake-Cook Road and Route 
83. 

Residents of neighboring 
Chelsea Cove have criticized 
police enforcement of park-
ing, traffic and graffiti regu-
lations in and around their 
own subdivision. They won- 

Cove side would deter all 
but the most stubborn driv- 
ers. That way, narrow, wind-
ing, sidewalk-free Chelsea 
Drive would not carry added 
traffic to the new homes. 

But that means Denoyer 
Trail, on the east side of 
Chelsea Cove and serving 
Kingsport Commons as well, 
would absorb all the cars 
bound for Eastwood's 85 
homes if they're approved 
by the village council May 
4. Police Chief Michael Hae-
ger said there is no appar-
ent necessity for any added 
stop signs on Denoyer to 
slow that traffic down. 

Residents say they've 
requested the signs for 
years, and need them more 
with new development. 
They complained to plan 
commissioners at two recent 
meetings, and to Haeger at 
a homeowners' meeting in 
between. They said they 
haven't received the signs, 
and don't get other things 
they request of the police, 
either. 

"I'm trying to get out of 
that business," said Haeger 
of the police's traditional 
job of researching the need 
for Wheeling traffic signs 
and devices, when 
requested by citizens and 
officials. He said Monday 
he's in the process of trying 
to negotiate it off the list of 
police responsibilities and 
into that of another village 
agency, freeing his own per-
sonnel for more active pur-
suits. 

Not up to standard 
But he said a request for 

stop signs on Denoyer 
doesn't pass muster with 
federal standards anyway, 
according to his figures. 

"In a one-hour period, 
there'll be 15 or 20 cars," he 
said, and U.S. guidelines 
recommend stop signs not 
be erected unless about 500 
vehicles are coming 
through, when car counts 
are the criterion. Another 
criterion is accidents, and 
he counted 10 minor ones 
in the last three years. 

"It's nice to know there 
isn't a large number of acci-
dents," said resident Adam 
D'Auria. "But that doesn't 
take into account all the 
near-misses." 

Like many residents, he 
worries about children walk-
ing to the Denoyer Trail 
recreational facilities, or 
waiting for school buses. 
The residents admit they 
and their neighbors are usu-
ally the guilty parties when 
it comes to speeding and 
inconsiderate driving. They 
must be. Without Eastwood, 
they, their guests and peo-
ple who are lost are the 
only drivers on the dead-
end streets. 

The village council could 
approve stop signs no mat-
ter what the police depart-
ment opinion is, however. 

Denoyer traffic 
A high curb on the Scars- 

dale side paired with 
another on the Chelsea 

(Continued on page 8) 

Haeger said that a Chelsea-
requested crosswalk on 
Denoyer will be painted this 
summer, stop signs or no 
stop signs. 

Unresponsive 
D'Auria joined other resi-

dents in complaining police 
are unresponsive to their 
non-emergency calls. After 
Haeger accepted an invita-
tion to come to a Chelsea 
Cove meeting last Wednes-
day, they were still com-
plaining. 

D'Auria and Daniel Art-
man, president of Chelsea 
Cove Homeowner's Associa-
tion, were among those 
most critical of police 
responsiveness to requests 
for ticketing of illegally 

6 I can have a car 
sit there for two 
hours, and in a 
two-hour period we 
might get two 
tickets. That's 
really not an 
efficient use of 
manpower.! 

Chief Haeger 

parked cars and speeding 
drivers within their subdivi-
sion. 

"I've seen them myself 
go right by" illegally parked 
cars in Chelsea Cove, said 
Artman. 

D'Auria said, "I've called 
the police department con-
sistently — over a period of 
a week — and been told 
sometimes that people have 
an easement to park for a 
day or so. So I wait for a 
couple of days, and 
wait. . . and the cars are 
still there. And when I call 
in, I'm put off by the police 
officer on the phone. 

"When I call, I've yet to 
see a police officer come 
down the street. I call, wait 
a few hours. . . even the 
next day, the cars are still 
there." 

Crazy quilt 
Monday, Haeger said one 

of his problems is that the 
crazy-quilt of Wheeling sub-
divisions creates a myriad 
of parking restrictions that 
are hard for police officers 
to keep track of. 

"There are many unique 
parking situations." he 
added. "One part of a com-
plex will have parking per-
mitted on one side of the 
street, and not the others," 
he said. 

After he made similar 
comments at the home-
owner's association meeting, 
one woman said, "That's 
their job. That's why people 

rson nalkowski, Wheeling Finance Direc- 
tor, expects negotiations to result in some 
surcharge money coming to the cities. If 
Edgar got his way, it would result in about 
a $500,000 difference in revenue. Wheeling 
is already paring fund balances by $350,000 
this year to keep taxes down. 

"It would still be in time before we set 
our levy, so we would be OK for this year. 
But next year. we would have to look at 
other alternatives, like a home-rule sales 
tax or a real estate transfer tax, things we 
haven't done up to now. 

"The people in the legislature made a 
deal, atter a great deal of hand-wringing 
and gnashing of teeth. Now he wants to 
break it. and I don't think that'll happen 
knowing how this will affect the city of 
Chicago." 

"A promise made is a promise kept," he 

stop calling. If it's illegal, 
they should take care of it." 

Haeger replied that 
though his 53 sworn police 
officers are sufficient to 
control crime, his three 
community service officers 
and two traffic officers are 
overtaxed. 

Haeger said new, 
enhanced roll-call training 
for patrol officers might 
help them learn how to 
ticket more efficiently, as 
the traffic officers and com-
munity service officers do. 
He said they are steeped in 
knowledge of traffic regula-
tion, but work mainly dur-
ing the day. 

"People call and say cars 
are illegally parked, we go 
out and check it and they're 
often not illegal," said Hae-
ger. 

He added that if resi-
dents find the police unre-
sponsive, they need not give 
up. "If they call the police, 
and don't get action, they 
need to call back and ask 
for the watch commander, 
or the deputy chief of field 
service, and if they don't 
get satisfaction, they can 
call me. If they want, if it's 
during the day, they can 
bypass both and call me 
right away." 

When asked Monday 
what he could do about 
complaints of speeding 
within the two subdivisions, 
Haeger said, "I really don't 
think it's that big a prob-
lem. 

"I can have a car sit 
there for two hours, and in 
a two-hour period we might 
get two tickets. That's really 

power."
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He said a check of typical king the im-
speeds through Chelsea ie approval of 
Cove was probably war-  lefty, and has 
ranted, however, and would ,000 to the vii-
see that it was done before if the owner 
May 4 if the village man-  ndscape work 
ager requested it. 

Last Wednesday, Haeger cting the rent 
and the residents sparred )ney back into 
over gang graffiti as well as ick J. Goglia, 
traffic. Homeowners le could possi- 
asserted the same graffiti p them from 

owns several remains on area stores for 
)ast he has not weeks, or longer. Haeger 

claimed it only seems that 
way, and that new taggings 
often appear as soon as the 
old are removed. 

There is a new village 
law requiring property own-
ers remove graffiti under 
threat of fine. 

Complaints about police 
response are not the only 
worries of Chelsea Cove res-
idents. They had yearned 
for a deal with Scarsdale to 
have the developer pay to 
help maintain their lakes, 
because water would run 
downstream from Eastwood 
into them. Kingsport 
already pays Chelsea Cove 
such a fee. 

Wheeling's plan commis-
sion is only advisory. The 
final decision rests with vil-
lage trustees. 

• 
va.."-c,cua as p1d1111ell. 

They and their Kingsport 
Commons neighbors didn't 

_ even get half what they 
4/4—tawanted last week when they 

lobbied to keep traffic down, 
and to get help with water 
management, in the face of 
the development to their 
north. 

Village Planner Mark 
Janeck said Monday the fire 
department will probably 
join the police in allowing 
the Chelsea Drive entrance 
to the new subdivision to be 
used for emergency use 
only. 

nodern look 
stopped the work, he has only voiced 
his objections." 

Owner Don Geller did not return 
phone calls. 

Kmart has also agreed to be re- 
sponsible for maintaining the new 
landscaping. 

"We will hope the owner follows 
his pattern of objecting but not stop-
ping (the work)," said Village Presi-
dent Sheila H. Schultz. "If there is 
anything the village can do, we cer- 
tainly will try." 

Kmart is hoping to start the interi-
or remodeling of the store within the 
next few weeks and the landscaping 
shortly thereafter. 



dater rates increased due to costs 
q-/7  7,9  

VIE BOOTH 
dd Staff Writer 

Ping residents will see slight-
x water and sewer bills now 
age trustees have agreed to 
Chase in a rate increase be-
May 1. 
;e officials said increases in 
rates are needed to keep up 
rising cost of operating the 

; and to begin to build a fund 
a be used to finance capital 
tures in the future. 
Tar's 5-cent increase is in re-
to concerns expressed by vil-
istees last year when the wa- 

ter rate jumped 31 percent from 1.90 
per 1,000 gallons to $2.60. 

At that time they said they would 
prefer to see the rates go up in 
smaller increments and more often 
so they were not socking residents 
with hefty increases that could put a 
kink in family budgets. 

"I am happy we are looking at this 
every year," said Trustee Judy 
Abruscato. "A small increment is a 
lot different than raising rates 30 
percent. And a lot of people won't 
see the full impact of this increase 
until September." 

This year the water rate will go up 
to $2.65 per 1,000 gallons and the sew- 

er rate will go up to 41 cents per 
$1,000 gallons. 

Village staff is in the process now 
of completing a water study that 
should help them determine the 
needs of the village in the future. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said a third receiving point for 
Lake Michigan water and a tank 
may need to be installed at the south 
end of the village if that area grows 
as projected. 

"The idea being that the south end 
— south of Palatine Road — needs 
more storage," he said. "If there is 
more residential and industrial de-
velopment down there, we want to  

make sure we can serve them." 

The village would have to take 
down an old water tank and install a 
larger one at a site near the intersec-
tion of Wolf and Old Willow roads. 

With the passage of the increases, 
trustees also passed a provision that 
would allow the village finance 
directory to waive water and sewer 
bill late fees, once every two years 
and only if the resident has a record 
for paying the bill on time. 

It is estimated that 10 percent of 
the village's 2,000 water users pay 
their bill late each quarter. 

nsultant search puts Palwaukee planning in limbo 
/

the airport commission selected the 
third lowest bid, instead of the low-
est, for the consultant services. 

"The lowest bidder provided an in-
complete bid, and (as for) the sec-
ond lowest, we have had experiences 
with them that were less than desir-
able," explained Stewart. "You 
should not necessarily go with the 
lowest bid. You should go with quali-
ty." 

The airport needs the consultant to  

help them come into compliance 
with the Federal Relocation Assist-
ance Act, an act that provides secur-
ity for people whose property is 
bought by a government entity. The 
consultant, according to Stewart, 
would act as a liaison between the 
airport and the property owners 
whose land the airport intends to 
purchase. The consultant also would 
provide those owners with informa-
tion to help them through the reloca- 

tion process. 
Airport officials need to acquire 36 

more parcels of land for the reloca-
tion of the intersection of Hintz and 
Wolf roads. 

The intersection of the two roads 
must be moved west to create a Fed-
eral Aviation Administration re-
quired clear zone at the end of the 
airport's longest runway. 

The first phase of construction,  

scheduled to begin in 1993, is the con-
struction of two bridges over the 
Wheeling drainage ditch — one for 
each road. Construction of the two 
bridges is expected to cost about $2 
million. 

In addition to the delay on approv-
al for the consultant, the city of 
Prospect Heights also has not yet ap-
proved the airport's budget for the 
1992-93 fiscal year. The budget was  

tabled by the council to give them 
more time to examine it. 

The Prospect Heights City Council 
is scheduled to look at both issue 
again Monday. 

"As far as the board is concerned 
if the airport doesn't have an ap 
proved budget by the first of May 
they cannot approve expenditures,' 
said Stewart. "It doesn't stop us alto 
gether, but it slows us down." 

ARNOLD 
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future development at 
ikee Municipal Airport 
at on hold until the Pros-
s City Council approves 
; plans to hire a property 
ssistance consultant. 

to Airport Manager 
rt, the delay in approval 
y is due to the fact that 

AN REPORT 

"Whatever we do some people 
are going to be inconvenienced 
and aggravated," said Village 

•ustees and resi- President Sheila H. Schultz. "To 
;astchester subdivi- assign a disproportionate number.  
Monday to try prohi- of police cars and spend a dispro- 
sts from turning left portionate amount of time dis- 
oad from Eastches- cussing this is going to be very 
veen 4 p.m. and 6 difficult to justify to the entire vil- 
reduce traffic prob- lage." 

Village officials also were con- 
Iging that no solution sidering prohibiting right turns 
etely satisfy every- from Gregor and Kristy Lanes 
e than 25 residents onto Elmhurst Road or prohibit- 
oard members ing left turns from northbound 
' the restriction. Garth onto Kristy and Gregor 
nester Homeowners Lanes. 
asked the police de- Deputy Police Chief Gary 
do a study of traffic O'Rourke said prohibiting the left 
ision last fall be- turns from Eastchester would be 
alt motorists were the easiest option to enforce. 
igh the subdivision to "From a police department 
ersection of Hintz perspective I can almost ensure 
st Roads. the message would get across 
onsidered the police real fast with five straight days of 
's recommendations enforcement." 
ing the problem last However, O'Rourke was reluc- 

tant to recommend that a stop 
t want to vote on the sign also be installed at the inter- 
they had heard from section of Garth Road and Christy 
miners, because any Lane to slow down traffic. 
I will inconvenience "What we have found with stop 
hey also wanted to signs is that people usually speed 
't enforceable solu- up between them to make up 

time," he said. 

Parkway trees 
undergo tpraying c.,, Kys  

Wheeling residents can lene Hendricksen, of Robert 
get all their parkway trees W. Hendricksen Co. of Des 
that are infected with cot- Plaines, immediately. The 
tony maple scale sprayed for tree sevice company's phone 
$15 each. number is 824-3302. 

Cottony maple scales are Residents can use any 
prolific insects that attacks qualified tree service con-
and kills many North Amer- tractor they wish, however. 
ican native and non-native The Wheeling contract with 
trees and shrubs. They take Hendricksen was granted 
on the appearance somewhat April 6. 
similar to that of tiny brown The village maintains that 
leaves. for the program to be effec- 

In the summertime, they tive, all trees with the 
become covered with a light- insects present should be 
colored secretion which pro- treated. The trees are 
tects its eggs. sprayed with a dormant oil. 

The insect attacks woody Village officials said all 
plants throughout the trees must be sprayed before 
United States. the emergence of leaves for 

the process to be effective. 
Residents with questions 

about the critters or the pro-
Officials say the trees will gram should call the Wheel- 

be sprayed prior to May 1, ing Operations and 
so residents are advised to Maintenance Department at 
get their requests in to Dar- 459-2624. 

ling to restrict vehicles 
tlgou subdivision 
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Boar ooks down the road at bus costs 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Park District Commis-
sioners, expecting to pay nearly 
$70,000 for a new bus, have already 
begun looking to create a nest egg 
for the next new bus purchase 10 
years or so down the road. 

And at least one commissioner ad-
vocates increasing the fee for events 
in which the new bus is used to cre-
ate a fund to pay for the next bus. 

"If we tack on a minimal fee extra 
instead of pushing it and only cover-
ing our direct costs we may be able 
to get a newer one sooner next time 
because we have a nest egg," said  

Commissioner Greg Klatecki. 
The park district is looking to re-

place its school bus — fondly re-
ferred to as the "pickle" because of 
its green color — with a modern 
handicapped-accessible bus that 
would seat 29 people. The "pickle" 
was given to the park district in 1979 
by the village. 

Superintendent of Recreation Ar-
nie Biondo said the fees for trips on 
which the bus is used are priced so 
the park district recoups the money 
it pays a driver and the money it 
spends on gasoline for the trip. 

But he said parts and service costs 
are not figured into the fee, a policy 
to which Klatecki and at least one  

other board member objected. 
"When you rent a bus they charge 

you for everything," said Commis-
sioner Edward Klocke said. "Why 
can't we do that here?" 

Klatecki pointed to other park dis-
trict programs — such as youth 
baseball — where he said all of the 
costs of the program are paid by the 
participants, saying that programs 
that require bus transportation 
should be no different. 

But Board President Thomas 
Webber was against adding a sur-
charge to park district programs to 
pay all the costs of the bus. 

Commissioner William Mattes ex-
pressed concern that the new bus  

will have to be parked outside — at 
least until the new recreation center 
is built on Dundee Road. 

"I don't want it sitting anywhere 
where it can be vandalized," Mattes 
said. "Its long life would be en-
hanced by housing it inside." 

Mattes suggested looking toward 
working out a deal with the village 
that would give the bus a garage at 
the municipal complex. Commis-
sioners also are hoping the village 
might be willing to pick up part of 
the tab for the bus because many of 
the park district programs it is used 
for originate out of the Pavilion Sen-
ior Center which is a village-funded 
program. 



Planners fit Sportmc4rt 
into redevelopment plans 

(19 9a. 

BY RICK TILLER 
and BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

Sportmart Inc.'s plans to ex-
pand its Wheeling store has vil-
lage officials looking for a way to 
ensure their approval of that ex-
pansion does not hamper plans 
for the tax increment financing 
district in which the sporting 
goods store is located. 

Representatives of Sportmart 
Inc., recently asked for plan com-
mission approval of a site plan 
that would expand the sales floor 
space at the store, on the corner 
of Dundee Road and Milwaukee 
Avenue, from 32,000 square feet 
to 42,000 square feet, about equal 
to the selling space of its stores in 
Schaumburg, Niles and other 
areas, according to Sportmart 
Executive Vice President San-
ford Cantor. 

The expansion is necessary to 
help the store's merchandising ef-
forts, particularly now that the 
Kmart-owned Sports Authority is 
planning to expand into the area 
and present Sportmart Inc. with 
major competition, according to 
James Conroy, director of con-
struction for Sportmart. 

And although the plan commis-
sion approved the remodeling 
plans, it did so with the condition 

that Sportmart would be willing 
to sell some of its property in the 
future if TIF district developers 
need it for the overall develop-
ment of the site. 

Village officials are in the pro-
cess of seeking to forcibly acquire 
several of the parcels of land 
around Sportmart for develop-
ment. Village Planner Mark 
Janeck said site plan approval for 
the expanded sporting goods 
store without any conditions 
would take away some of the vil-
lage's authority over the site. 

Conroy and Sportmart attorney 
Donna Pugh told the plan com-
mission that the company is will-
ing to grant the village access to 
the TIF property, but balked at 
the recommendation by Janeck to 
subject the site plan approval to 
an agreement concerning the de-
velopment of the whole TIF Dis-
trict. 

Commission chairman Paul Ei-
sterhold reworded the caveat to 
read that the recommendation to 
approve be "subject to the ap-
proval of a development agree-
ment by the village board that 
Sportmart be incorporated into 
the development of the adjacent 
properties." 

The village board is expected to 
take up the Sportmart remodel-
ing plans in May. 
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Cost of 911 in Wheeling 
virtually

i_scrceas last year 
software and personal computers 
to implement a computer-aided 
dispatch system. The total ex- 

The Wheeling Emergency Tele- pense for the system is expected 
phone System board approved a to be nearly $300,000 with the vil- 
$278,000 budget for the village's lage paying for half of the cost in 
Enhanced 911 phone system for fiscal 1992-93, beginning May 1, 
next year, down less than 1 per- and the remaining half in fiscal 
cent from last year's $280,000 1993-94. 
spending plan. The computer-aided dispatch 

Although village trustees — system will give dispatchers the 
who are joined on the telephone capability to send addresses and 
system board by the fire chief, phone numbers now stored in the 
the police chief and the police de- 911 computer banks directly to 
partment's communications su- police and fire vehicles. 
pervisor — approved the budget And while it will mean the po- 
as part of the village's overall lice department will not need to 
spending plan earlier this month, use the radio for confidential 
state law requires that the emer- crime calls, it also will benefit the 
gency telephone system board fire department. "We will be able 
also approve the plan. to plug in pre-planning informa- 

Expenditures from the En- tion," said Fire Chief Keith Ma- 
hanced 911 budget are paid for cIsaac. "We can call up the spec-
with revenues generated from the ifics about occupancy, any haz-
75-cent monthly fee Wheeling res- ardous materials and a floor plan 
idents pay to receive 911. Village of the building from the nearest 
officials said that fee would not vehicle." 
increase as a result of passage of Wheeling voters approved the 
next year's budget. Enhanced 911 system in a re-

Included in the budget is $34,200 ferendum in November 1990. The 
in payments to Illinois Bell for the system has been operating in the 
monthly maintenance of the vii- village since July 1991. 
lage's seven incoming 911 phone The budget also calls for $20,000 
lines. to be spent on maintenance 

Also included is $150,000 for agreements. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Trustees send message with 'no' vote 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

With their recent votes against a 
special-use permit for a liquor store 
in one of Wheeling's strip shopping 
centers, three trustees drove home 
the point that they think the village 
has enough liquor stores. 

But they also were registering a 
protest vote against the owner of the 
Center Plaza shopping center, at the 
corner of Dundee and Wolf Roads, 
who they say promised them more 
"upscale" types of stores when he 
asked for their approval of plans of 
the shopping center in 1988. 

Trustees Wiliam Rogers, Eliza-
beth Hartman and Judy Abruscato 
voted against granting a special-use 
permit to Scott Matiya, owner of 
Brook Run Liquors in Arlington 
Heights. Matiya was hoping to open 
a second liquor store in the Center 
Plaza shopping center. 

"We were told this shopping cen-
ter would be upscale — better look-
ing than usual," said Rogers. "I'm 
still looking for that. I don't mean to 
denigrate what's there but I don't 
think we are getting an upscale oper-
ation." 

Among the stores now located in  

the shopping center are a video 
store, a Subway sandwich shop and a 
Mexican fast-food restaurant. 

Rogers said it was his understand-
ing the center would have tenants 
that were more "sophisticated and 
subtle" than the current group, cit-
ing the Riverside Shopping Plaza at 
Dundee Road and Milwaukee Ave-
nue as an example of the mix of 
stores he thought would inhabit Cen-
ter Plaza. 

"Riverside has its pizza empori-
ums to be sure," Rogers said. "But it 
also has its Swedish furniture store 
and an office supply store." 

But Gust Tourlis, owner of Center 
Plaza, said he does not remember 
saying what type of stores would oc-
cupy the center and plan commis-
sion minutes of the public hearings 
held on the development in 1988 show 
no discussion relating to that issue. 

And Matiya resented the implica-
tion that his store was not "upscale" 
enough for the shopping center. 

" I don't know what his (Rogers') 
definition of upscale is," said Mati-
ya. "It is a neighborhood shopping 
center there to serve the neighbor-
hood. If you look at the mixture of 
stores there, that is the way it is de-
signed." 

Wheeling pTpjispended over unnecessary use of force 
essary force in the handling of a dent, the complaint filed against lice Association, would not comment volved in the use of force or the 
drunken driving suspect in the police Sheffler states the degree of force he on why Sheffler waived his right to a threat of the use of force to prepare 
station. used in restraining the suspect "was hearing. a report, and we also view the video,  

A Wheeling police officer has been He also pleaded guilty to remov- neither necessary or appropriate." "At this time the whole entire mat- tapes of the booking room when we 
suspended for 30 days without pay ing, without authorization, a video- The charges also state Sheffler ter has been settled and I have no see a use-of-force report." .... 
after pleading guilty to misconduct tape of the incident from the depart- "untruthfully denied that he ap- comment on it," he said. He said in this instance, Shefflef 
charges brought against him by ment's evidence room and to lying proached the subject on Oct. 11, 1991, Haeger said the charges were filed did not exhaust all avenues of verbal 
Chief Michael Haeger. during an administrative review with a telephone cord and further as a result of internal review — not persuasion to enlist the suspect's co- 

Patrolman Kenneth R. Sheffler — hearing, where he denied he ap- was not truthful when he stated that as a result of a complaint by the sus- operation before using force. 
an eight-year veteran of the force — proached the suspect and said he he had the permission of a superior pect, who was not injured. No other police officers were 
waived his right to a hearing before had permission from a supervisor to officer to remove the videocas- "The situation was discovered by charged in the incident. 
the Board of Fire and Police Com- take the videotape home. sette." the department's internal audit of all Haeger would not say if Sheffler 
missioners on April 21 and pleaded While Haeger refused to discuss Sheffler's attorney, Noel T. Wrob- use-of-force incidents," he said. has been the subject of disciplinary 
guilty to the charge of use of unnec- specifics of the October 1991 inci- lewski of the Combined Counties Po- "Our system requires all officers in- action in the past. 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Well-known mortuary c 
5 

BY RICK TILLER 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

Wheeling could become the home 
of a well-known mortuary college if 
village trustees go along with the re-
cent plan commission approval of 
the school's plans to occupy a now-
vacant building in the Northgate 
Parkway industrial district. 

The Worsham College of Mortuary  

Science, described by attorney Ken-
neth Rawson as the "Harvard of this 
kind of school," would attract pro-
spective funeral home operators 
from all over the world — the most 
distant alumnus hails from Ghana —
to study the "business, decorum and 
biology" of the funeral business, 
Rawson said 

. While classes in anatomy, pathol-
ogy, restorative art and microbiolo-
gy will be taught on the site, Wors- 

ham co-owner Bruno B 
es involving the use 
including Embalming F 
Anatomy Dissection, 
taught at the Cook Cou 
of Forensic Medicine, u 
ies of indigents from th 
ty Morgue. 

The former office an 
building will be convert  
some indoor parking in t 
house area, which, vill 

011 nutituu 

BUFFALO GROVE — A resi-
dent's sidewalk was painted with 
black spray paint in the 300 block 
of Horatio Boulevard. The graffiti 
was indicative of gang symbols, 
police said. Estimated damage is 
$100. 

Bike stolen from 
Green Knolls house 

BUFFALO GROVE — A 
Schwinn Blossom bicycle was 
taken from a residence in the 1200 
block of Green Knolls Drive. The 
owner apparently left the $117  

ter the agent left briefly. Al 
duty Deerfield police comn 
and the agent chased and fi 
caught Foster on Aptakisic 
just south of Lake-Cook Ro, 

Man charged with 
trying to steal film 

WHEELING — Police ar 
a Chicago man on charges 
tail theft after he allegedly 
tempted to steal six packs 
dak film worth $37 by placi 
them under his clothing an,  
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Wheeling public works projects 
Water mains will be replaced and roads will be repaved beginning 
the first week in May. 
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Central eqing in for major repairs 
By IRV LEAVITT for better flow, according to 

STAFF WRITER Wheeling Director of Opera- 
C. 0 U- N'te-YS e,tions Robert D. Gray. 

This month central 
Wheeling will see the begin-
ning of both its street 
reconstruction and water-
main repair projects, and 
the disruption of traffic that 
goes along with such 
endeavors. 

But Public Works Depart-
ment officials said the has-
sle should be kept at a 
minimum. All of the street 
repairs are in industrial 
areas, and according to con-
tract, streets will be closed 
to apply asphalt on Satur- 

•
days only. And the old pave-
ment and underlayment will 
usually be torn up one-half 
at a time, to allow traffic on 
the intact side. 

Meadowbrook West's 
chronic watermain breaks 
will presumedly come to an 
end as the last of the three-
decades-old subdivision's 
watermains are replaced 
beginning next week. Old 
cast-iron pipe will be 
replaced by sturdier ductile 
iron mains, wrapped in 
polyethyline plastic for 
extra protection. 

Some of the subdivision's 
6-inch mains will be 
replaced by eight inchers 

•the street to join the new 
mains. Gray said if drive-
ways are torn up to connect 
service lines, they will be 
replaced by the contractor. 
Grass dug out of the park-
ways will also be restored, 
according to Shirley. 

Brittle 
He said the old cast iron 

mains became brittle, 
largely due to corrosive soil 
conditions, and broke more 
readily when heaved by 
frost or shaken by truck 
traffic. Though cast-iron 
mains abound throughout 
the village, whether they 
hold up depends on the soil 
they were laid in and how 
well they were installed, 
acording to Gray. 

The street work is sched-
uled to be done by Peter 
Baker and Son of Lake 
Bluff within 50 working 
days of their scheduled May 
4 startup, though Gray said 
they may begin work later 
due to weather-related 
delays on current jobs. The 
contractor will still be held 
to the 50-day obligation, he 
said, and will probably have 
no trouble making the dead-
line on the $632,000 job. 

Gray said curb work 
along driveways entering  

plants will be confined to 
one side at a time if the 
drives are wide enough. He 
said all plant owners have  

been notified, and can ask 
for special consideration to 
allow normal conduct of 
their businesses. 

Cast iron 
The cast iron mains in 

the subdivision's west end 
were replaced earlier in the 
decade, in work finished in 
1986. At the end of 60 days, 
watermain work by Di Meo 
Brothers of Park Ridge 
should be substantially 
completed on the east end, 
up to Wolf Road. Their bid 
of $267,348 was lowest, and 
won the job. 

"Substantially com- 
pleted" means the new 
mains have been lain in the 
street, the water flow has 
been transferred to them, 
and the street has been 
filled in so as to be drive-
able. Water will be shut off 
for as short a time as pos-
sible. 

"We're shooting for under 
two hours," said Scott Shir-
ley, assistant operations 
director. 

The old mains are in the 
parkways, but the new ones 
will be in the street, about 
five feet from one of the 
curbs. The service lines to 
the houses will remain the 
same, but be extended into 

the store will fit in with the retail de- mits for the project by June 1 if it is 
Daily Herald  Staff Writer velopment they are hoping to build to be completed by Aug. 1. 

on the northwest corner of Dundee Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
Sportmart Inc. officials, hoping to Road and Milwaukee Avenue. said while the trustees do not want to get approval for plans to enlarge There is also some question about delay the addition, they also need 

their Wheeling store, came away who will be the developer of the va- time to look over the developer's 
empty-handed Thursday. cant land now owned by Wheeling agreement that plan commissioners 

Members of the village board said Associates, the developer of Sport- said should accompany trustees' ap-
they could not approve the plans un- mart. While Sportmart representa- proval of the Sportmart site plan. 
til an agreement between the corn- tives are pitching a plan that would "We understand your timing con- 
pany and the village has been see them develop the parcel, which cerns, but we are not in a position to 
worked out regarding future devel- is to the east of Sportmart and big give site plan approval tonight," 
opment in the village's tax incre- enough for a 12,000-square-foot build- Schultz said. 
ment financing (TIF) district. ing, the village could also buy the Conroy said Sportmart has agreed 

While trustees said they did not land and sell it to the developer of to add onto the front of the building 
see any problems with Sportmart's the rest of the shopping center. even though adding onto the east 
proposal to add 10,000 square feet to James Conroy, construction direc- would be easier and about $250,000 
the store at 240 E. Dundee Road, tor for Sportmart, said he would like cheaper because village staff was 
they said they were reluctant to ap- to see approval of the site plan now concerned that building onto the 
prove the plans until the village and so the addition would be finished by eastern edge of the store would 
the sporting goods company could the back-to-school shopping season. hamper traffic flow in the proposed 
hammer out an agreement on how He said he needs to have village per- TIF district. 

Despite protest, Wheeling 
backs pancake house plan 

ing the restaurant, which could be 
open 24 hours. 

And he painted a problematic 
Wheeling trustees approved picture for residents of Grove 

plans for an International House Terrace who, he said, would be 
of Pancakes in the Arlington Club subjected to motorists' turning 
Commons Monday, despite objet- around in their complex and the 
tions from residents of a neigh- noise of the food deliveries and 
boring Buffalo Grove condomini- trash pickups behind the restau- 
urn complex. rant. 

Nearly 90 residents of the 110- But John Baird, regional real 
unit Grove Terrace Condomini- estate manager for IHOP, said 
urns voiced concerns about the deliveries would be made during 
odors and traffic problems they the day, with none after 7 p.m., 
said would lower their standard and that garbage pickup times 
of living if the pancake house could be arranged so as not to in- 
moved into three vacant store- convenience the residents. 
fronts in the shopping center, at And Baird said that although 
the corner of Dundee Road and his company wanted the option of 
Huntington Lane. being open around the clock, he 

The village of Buffalo Grove was not sure they would, indeed, 
also sent a representative to op- be open all those hours. 
pose the plan. Martin Silvernik, "We don't know what hours we 
chairman of the Buffalo Grove will be open yet," Baird said. "If 
Plan Commission, said approving there is sufficient business, we 
the IHOP would go against would like to be open 24 hours." 
Wheeling's own zoning regula- Baird said that while the res- 
tions. taurant will initially be owned by 

"This is more appropriate for a IHOP, eventually it will be 
highway commercial district franchised. 
than a neighborhood shopping Owners of other shops in Arl- 
district," he said. ington Club Commons supported 

Grove Terrace resident George the pancake house, saying it 
Collons presented trustees with a would bring much-needed traffic 
petition with 90 signatures oppos- to the shopping center. 

Sportmart expansion proposal 
placed on hold by Wheeling 
BY BONNIE Boom 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Scarsdale Homes clears final hurdle 
homeowners groups from Chelsea Commons said their concerns had —
Cove and Kingsport Commons and for the most part — been addressed 
who did not receive a favorable rec- by representatives of Scarsdale 
ommendation plan commissioners Homes. 
who, in a 3-3 deadlock, sent the plan "The board of directors of Chelsea 
to trustees with no recommendation. Cove is satisfied that storm water 

Residents from the two neighbor- runoff will not affect us," said David 
ing subdivisions were concerned the Cantarell, a member of the board. 
development would cause flooding in "But we are looking for a way to con-
their back yards and streets. They trol traffic. We realize that someday 
were also concerned because the that land will be developed and we 
only access to the new Eastwood are happy with the low density of 
subdivision will be on Denoyer Trail. this use." 

And while there were still a few Although the new subdivision will 
holdouts against the subdivision to be accessible only on Denoyer Trail, 
speak to the village board, members Chelsea Drive will become a one-
of the homeowners associations for way street into the subdivision for 
both Chelsea Cove and Kingsport emergency vehicle use only. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling village board's re-
cent approval of a plan that will 
bring 85 single-family homes to 
Wheeling brings to an end what was 
— at times — a heated debate over 
traffic and flooding problems in the 
village. 

Scarsdale Homes received the 
unanimous support of trustees for its 
plan to put the homes on a 30-acre 
parcel of land between Lake-Cook 
Road and the Chelsea Cove and 
Kingsport Commons subdivisions. 
But it was not an easy road for the 
developer, who had to win over the 



Proposed Eastwood development 
Northbrook's Scarsdale Development is planning 85 homes on a narrow parcel of land north of the Chelsea 
Cove and Kingsport Commons subdivisions. Residents appear glad to see single-family homes built, but they 
are unhappy that their new neighbors would have to drive their narrow streets to get to and from home. 
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Chelsea Cove residents have relented in their opposition to 85 
more homes being built next to their subdivision, but are still 
angry about traffic speeds on their streets. 

Speed study 

After the Monday night 
meeting, Village President 
Sheila Schultz said she 
directed Manager Craig 
Anderson to order the police 
department to conduct a 
study to see if stop signs on 
Denoyer  Trail are war- 

Cantwell said he knew 
the heavy equipment 
"would come barreling 
through Denoyer trail, way 
too fast to stop if any of our 
children are out there." 

At the behest of Trustee 
William Rogers, an 
ammendment was tacked to 
the ordinance requiring 
Scarsdale to be responsible 
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Police to study Chelsea Cove traffic Officer 
suspended 
for use 
of force 

Scarsdale Development 
has apparently won over 
Chelsea Cove residents, 
but village officials have a 
ways to go before the 
neighborhood rests its 
beef over traffic. 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Cf:0 ‘A_ fkrr /2-Y S  

Chelsea Cove residents 
relented in their battle 
against the 85 homes of 
Scarsdale Development in 
their backyard. But they 
stood fast in their demand 
for safer conditions in their 
own subdivisions. 

They met with Scarsdale 
representatives Monday 
night, then came to a vil-
lage board meeting ready to 
accept the Eastwood homes 
project they had fought for 
weeks. No longer worried 
about water runoff, and 
resigned to the use of their 
Denoyer Trail as access for 
planned homes, they sup-
ported the village trustees, 
who approved the develop-
ment for construction. 

But they repeated long-
standing complaints about 
traffic enforcement in their 
subdivision, and their 
requests for new stop signs. 

"For five years, we've 
been asking through our 
management company for 
crosswalks and stop signs, 
and patrols for speeding. 
It's a big concern, and it 
gets bigger all the time," 
said David Cantwell, a Chel-
sea homeowner's association 
director, adding that his 
neighbors' complaints were 
directed "more at the gov-
erning bodies and not the 
developer."  

for any damage caused 
while trucking through 
Chelsea and Kingsport. 

Cantwell reiterated frus-
tration at Haeger's wish to 
remove his department 
from studies about Wheel-
ing traffic signage and sig-
nals. Schultz nodded, saying 
that it "was a recurring 
problem with the stop 
signs." Later, she said that 
Haeger continues to be 
responsible for guiding the 
village in such matters. 

She also agreed with a  

resident that Wheeling 
seemed to have exhibited 
poor planning to allow Chel-
sea to be built as it is, with 
few sidewalks, and its pri-
mary entrance at the conflu-
ence of two major streets, 
Elmhurst Road and 
McHenry Road. 

Last week, another in a 
long history of drunk or 
confused drivers missed the 
turn at the intersection, and 
ran onto Chelsea property, 
killing a tree. 

By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling Police Chief 
Michael Haeger revealed 
last week that he had sus-
pended Patrolman Kenneth 
Sheffler for 30 days without 
pay on charges of using 
unnecessary force to 
restrain a drunk driving 
suspect last fall, among 
other charges. 

The eight-year veteran 
waived his right to a hear-
ing before the Board of Fire 
and Police Commissioners 
April 21, and instead 
accepted the suspension. 

Haeger refused to discuss 
what Scheffler may actually 
have done in the detention 
room at about 3 a.m. early 
on the morning of Oct. 11th. 
Scheffler was unavailable 
for comment. 

The actual charges, 
obtained through a Freedom 
of Information Act request, 
said Sheffler had used 
unnecessary force while 
helping another officer 
restrain the suspect. 

The charges state, in 
part, that "Officer Scheffler 
used unnecessary force in 
restraining the aforemen-
tioned subject in that the 
degree of force used by Offi-
cer Schefffler in assisting 
(another officer) in restrain-
ing the subject was neither 
necessary nor appropriate. 

"Officer Scheffler 
untruthfully denied that he 
approached the subject in 
custody on October 11, 1991, 
with a telephone cord. . . " 

Haeger said he charged 
Sheffler despite no com-
plaint having been brought 
by the arrestee. He said that 
whenever force is used, a 
report is filed and investi-
gated by the department. 

In this case, that investi-
gation included perusal of 
an automatic videotape of 
the detention area, where 
the incident occurred. Por-
tions of the incident were 
recorded on the tape, 
according to Haeger. 

Haeger said that Schef-
fler admitted to taking the 
tape from the department ; 

(Continued on page 18) 

property room after the Oct. 
11 incident, and admitted to 
lying about it. 

But Haeger added that 
the apparent purpose 
behind the officer's alleged 
removal of the tape was so 
that he could watch it at 
home, to see what it con-
tained, not to deprive the 
department of evidence 
against him. 

Source: Scarsdale Development 

ranted. 

Earlier that same day, 
Police Chief Michael Haeger 
said his staff had begun a 
study of typical speeds in 
the subdivision, but it had 
not been completed yet. 

In a speech before the 
village board, Scarsdale 
attorney Gerald Tenner had 
said, "Some residents (of 
Chelsea Cove and neighbor-
ing Kingsport Commons) 
complain of lack of enforce-
ment of no-parking restric-
tions and existing speeding 
laws, despite our develop-
ment. 

"We heartily concur that 
the village should enforce 
its traffic laws. . . and add 
stop signs where required." 

Heavy traffic 

Chelsea and Kingsport 
residents expressed fear of 
construction traffic entering 
the new subdivision through 
their own. 
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May day, may day 
Pavilion center senior get all tied up in their 
May Day celebrations, as the partake in the  

traditional May Pole dance. Gertrude 
Trunda was crowned super senior. 

Grove Terrace residents 
oppose IHOP 

13y IRv 
WRITER

tomers would want to drop in after "going 
sr to movies, or bowling, whatever." 

The Buffalo Grove residents may have 
Angry opponents of a planned 24-hour been pondering the Evanston location, 

IHOP in the Arlington Club Commons across Howard Street from Chicago, within 
shopping strip thronged Wheeling Village a mile of over a dozen taverns that close 
Hall Monday night to protest against it. hours after midnight. The Wheeling loca- 

Wheeling trustees listened to them — tion will be on Dundee Road, already an 
residents of Buffalo Grove's Grove Terrace eastbound highway leading from bars in 
condos, next door to the site — and then Rolling Meadows and Arlington Heights, 
unanimously voted to approve the restau- and a westbound route from Milwaukee 
rant. Avenue taverns. 

Residents worried that the pancake pal- 
ace would increase the amount of noisy col- Fine with Wheeling lection of smelly garbage a few dozen feet 
from their windows. But Wheeling residents did not express 

And they fretted about traffic in and concerns about how a 24-hour restaurant 
around the center's parking lot, which will could change their lifestyles, and neither 
now lose all its remaining theoretical capac- did the Wheeling Police. At a March plan 
ity to customers of the proposed Interna- commission meeting about the restaurant, 
tional House of Pancakes restaurant, with only one Wheeling resident complained. 
30 percent of the center still not leased, She took issue with the prospect of cars 
according to Wheeling staffers. driving through Arlington Club residences 

The neighbors also had reservations on the way to or from the hotcake heaven. 
about a 24-hour restaurant on Dundee After more than an hour of complaint, 
Road, a street that already has a lot of led by Grove Terrace resident George Col- 
night-time, week-end traffic. Ions, and endorsements from strip center 

tenants and real estate operators, the trust- 

Late night types ees took about 10 minutes to decide to 
approve the restaurant. Most of that time 

"We know what a gathering place it was taken to discuss the speed bump near 
would be for, I don't want to say, undesire- the entrance of the mall, which was recom-
ables," said Ethel Sadowsky of Grove Ter- mended by the Wheeling Plan Commission 
race. "But you know what kind of people to slow down traffic. 
there are going to be. . . " Center tenant Dr. Marc Oliver, a chiro- 

"Who knows? There'll be motorcycles — praetor, pleaded for the bump, saying the 
they might be attracted to this kind of mall was already a cut-through for traffic 
place. And my bedroom faces that." avoiding the Buffalo Grove Road and Hun- 

IHOP representative John Baird said tington terrace stoplights. 
that the Wheeling store would not necessar- "Between four and six in the afternoon, 
ily be open 24 hours every night, but might three of four cars in the lot are just cutting 
do so on weekends or, perhaps, not at all. through — and fast. Some of my patients 
He said the only one of the dozen or so have severe back problems, and they can't 
Chicago-area IHOPs that is open 24 hours, get across the lot fast enough." 
seven days a week, is the Evanston store. But several board members, worried 

"Franchisees would like to make as drivers suddenly stopping at the bump 
much money as they can out of their res- could cause accidents, so they left the 
taurant investment," said Baird. He drew speed bump out of their ordinance. They 
scattered guffaws when he said that pro- (Continued on page 18) 
spective Friday or Saturday late-night cus- 

Continued from page 8 
promised to investigate it 
further. 

About 70 people left the 
chambers loudly grumbling, 
and when the noise died 
down, Village President 
Sheila Schultz told those 
remaining that the trustees 
hadn't ignored them. 

"A commercial renter is 
something you want to 
have," she said, asking 
them to allow for tax-base 
needs for the village. "And 
we have been sensitive." 

• 



Buffalo Grove firefighters, from left, George Lillig, Phil Barry and Tom Wisniewski, work out at the 
station. 

Daily Herald PhotoNincent Piern 

Police, firefi 
0--  9 

tern join battle of the bulge 
BY AMY CARR 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

In a perfect world, the image of a 
police officer might be one of a phys-
ically fit public servant leaping fenc-
es and chasing down a suspected 
criminal without breaking a sweat. 

The ideal firefighter may be one 
that could single-handedly hoist a 
ladder off a fire truck, place it 
against a burning building and then 
easily haul heavy gear up the ladder 
to help battle a fiery blaze. 

These people exist, but the image  

that more frequently comes to mind 
is the stereotypical picture of a 
chunky officer pigging out on glazed 
doughnuts. 

Area firefighters and police offi-
cers are all too familiar with their 
Dunkin' Donuts image. And, while 
they admit that in some cases it may 
be true, many departments are 
trying to shed the bad rap — and a 
few pounds — by promoting healthy 
eating habits and exercise among 
their employees. 

Becoming a police officer or fire-
fighter is no easy task. Applicants  

must undergo a battery of difficult 
physical and mental tests to prove 
they can handle the stress that 
comes with the job. 

Once on the job, physical exercise 
certainly is encouraged, but few de-
partments have strict requirements 
in place that force their employees 
to stay healthy and physically fit. 

"It's no secret, and I'm sure we're 
not the only department, we have 
firefighters that are not in the best of 
shape," Elk Grove Village Fire 
Chief James D. MacArthur said. "I 
think it's typical of departments  

throughout the Northwest suburbs 
with departments that were founded 
20 and 25 years ago. Some people are 
trying to maintain their physical fit-
ness and others do not try as hard." 

Though officials believe all of the 
officers and firefighters can perform 
their duties, developing a set of 
strict standards can only improve 
the physical condition of the employ-
ees, according to Ron Antor, Hoff-
man Estates acting assistant fire 
chief. 

See FIT on Page 4 

FIT: Departments focus on employees' health 
Continued from Page 1 

"Historically, the job has proven to 
be strenuous, so the need for physi-
cal condition is part of the job and 
something that needs to be ad-
dressed," Antor said, adding that the 
village is in the process of studying a 
set of standards. 

In some towns, like Arlington 
Heights and Wheeling, firefighters 
and police officers must have a phys-
ical every two years. 

Failing the physical in Arlington 
Heights could result in placing an of-
ficer on disability or relieving the of-
ficer of his or her duties. 

But, Wheeling officials are not pri-
vy to the results of any physicals and 
therefore cannot take any action if 
an employee is not meeting depart-
mental standards. Wheeling Police 
Chief J. Michael Hermes said the 
policy requiring physicals was ap-
proved just last year and that offi-
cials already are looking into ways 
to put a little teeth into it. 

Doing that may sound easy, but 
many local departments are finding 
out that that is not necessarily the 
case. 

For starters, requiring physicals 
for every police officer and fire-
fighter can be a costly venture for 
any municipality. 

The city of Des Plaines, for exam-
ple, requires physicals every two 
years for firefighters between ages 
21 and 39. Employees over 40, engi-
neers and members of the hazardous 
materials squad are tested annually, 
according to Deputy Fire Chief 
Thomas Farinella. The physicals 
cost about $300 each — a cost that is 
paid by the city, Farinella said. 

Dollars and cents aside, officials 
genuinely are concerned about what 
to do if the results of a physical show 
an employee is "unfit." 

"If you go through the process and 
find out people aren't fit to be on the 
job, you end up pushing them into 
disability," said Raymond Rose, 
deputy police chief in Elk Grove Vil-
lage. "The question is whose obliga- 
tion is it for you to be physically fit? 
Is it your employer's responsibility 
to see that you're physically fit to do  

your job, or is it your responsibility 
to see that you're physically fit to do 
your job?" 

Drafting the perfect policy will 
take time, but officials say it's never 
too soon to start emphasizing 
healthy eating habits and exercise. 

The Elk Grove Police Department 
now is teaching officers about nutri-
tion and exercise. Receiving the in-
formation is mandatory, Rose says, 
but using it still is voluntary. 

"There is probably no doubt that 
we have people who aren't physical-
ly fit," Rose said. "There used to be 
a joke about police officers hanging 
out in Dunkin' Donuts. But when you 
look at where they are eating lunch 
today, they aren't going to Dunkin' 
Donuts because they know now that 
is not good for you. You see them  

eating a lot more salads and stuff 
like that." 

Several departments have gym 
equipment at the stations, including 
stairmasters, stationary bicycles, 
Nautilus equipment and free 
weights. In many of these towns, of-
ficers and firefighters are required 
to spend a certain number of hours 
each day working out on the equip-
ment. 

Buffalo Grove firefighters must 
work toward meeting goals set with 
fitness trainers by performing some 
type of fitness activity each day they 
are on duty, Fire Chief Thomas Al-
lenspach said. Though the depart-
ment does not have an annual physi-
cal test yet, Allenspach said that 
could change in the fall. 

In light of the Americans with Dis- 

abilities Act, which allows testing 
only of essential job skills, the de-
partment is altering its test for fire 
department applicants. 

Under the new system, firefighters 
will have to perform actions like 
climbing to the fifth floor of a build-
ing in firefighting combat gear while 
holding a 60-pound hose. Applicants 
then would put the hose down, haul 
another hose up using a rope, go 
back down to the first floor, pick up 
and maneuver a charged hose, open 
the nozzle and pick up a 165-pound 
dummy and move it 100 feet within 
seven minutes. 

Allenspach says he would favor 
putting all firefighters through the 
entry-level test each year. 

"They have to be essential job 
skills, so that means that everyone 
should have to do them," he said. 

NIPC seeks growth input 
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Buffalo Grove firefighters, from left, George Lillig, Phil Barry and Tom Wisniewski, work out at the 
station. 

Daily Herald PhotoNincent Plerrl  

criminal without breaking a sweat. 
The ideal firefighter may be one 

that could single-handedly hoist a 
ladder off a fire truck, place it 
against a burning building and then 
easily haul heavy gear up the ladder 
to help battle a fiery blaze. 

These people exist, but the image  

tney aamiE tnat ill SUIlle Cclaeb may 

be true, many departments are 
trying to shed the bad rap — and a 
few pounds — by promoting healthy 
eating habits and exercise among 
their employees. 

Becoming a police officer or fire-
fighter is no easy task. Applicants  

to stay healthy and physically fit. 
"It's no secret, and I'm sure we're 

not the only department, we have 
firefighters that are not in the best of 
shape," Elk Grove Village Fire 
Chief James D. MacArthur said. "I 
think it's typical of departments  

strict standards can only improve 
the physical condition of the employ-
ees, according to Ron Antor, Hoff-
man Estates acting assistant fire 
chief. 

See FIT on Page 4 

FIT: Departments focus on employees' health • 
Continued from Page 1 

"Historically, the job has proven to 
be strenuous, so the need for physi-
cal condition is part of the job and 
something that needs to be ad-
dressed," Antor said, adding that the 
village is in the process of studying a 
set of standards. 

In some towns, like Arlington 
Heights and Wheeling, firefighters 
and police officers must have a phys-
ical every two years. 

Failing the physical in Arlington 
Heights could result in placing an of-
ficer on disability or relieving the of-
ficer of his or her duties. 

But, Wheeling officials are not pri-
vy to the results of any physicals and 
therefore cannot take any action if 
an employee is not meeting depart-
mental standards. Wheeling Police 
Chief J. Michael Hermes said the 
policy requiring physicals was ap-
proved just last year and that offi-
cials already are looking into ways 
to put a little teeth into it. 

Doing that may sound easy, but 
many local departments are finding 
out that that is not necessarily the 
case. 

For starters, requiring physicals 
for every police officer and fire-
fighter can be a costly venture for 
any municipality. 

The city of Des Plaines, for exam-
ple, requires physicals every two 
years for firefighters between ages 
21 and 39. Employees over 40, engi-
neers and members of the hazardous 
materials squad are tested annually, 
according to Deputy Fire Chief 
Thomas Farinella. The physicals 
cost about $300 each — a cost that is 
paid by the city, Farinella said. 

Dollars and cents aside, officials 
genuinely are concerned about what 
to do if the results of a physical show 
an employee is "unfit." 

"If you go through the process and 
find out people aren't fit to be on the 
job, you end up pushing them into 
disability," said Raymond Rose, 
deputy police chief in Elk Grove Vil- 
lage. "The question is whose obliga-
tion is it for you to be physically fit? 
Is it your employer's responsibility 
to see that you're physically fit to do  

your job, or is it your responsibility 
to see that you're physically fit to do 
your job?" 

Drafting the perfect policy will 
take time, but officials say it's never 
too soon to start emphasizing 
healthy eating habits and exercise. 

The Elk Grove Police Department 
now is teaching officers about nutri-
tion and exercise. Receiving the in-
formation is mandatory, Rose says, 
but using it still is voluntary. 

"There is probably no doubt that 
we have people who aren't physical-
ly fit," Rose said. "There used to be 
a joke about police officers hanging 
out in Dunkin' Donuts. But when you 
look at where they are eating lunch 
today, they aren't going to Dunkin' 
Donuts because they know now that 
is not good for you. You see them  

eating a lot more salads and stuff 
like that." 

Several departments have gym 
equipment at the stations, including 
stairmasters, stationary bicycles, 
Nautilus equipment and free 
weights. In many of these towns, of-
ficers and firefighters are required 
to spend a certain number of hours 
each day working out on the equip-
ment. 

Buffalo Grove firefighters must 
work toward meeting goals set with 
fitness trainers by performing some 
type of fitness activity each day they 
are on duty, Fire Chief Thomas Al-
lenspach said. Though the depart-
ment does not have an annual physi-
cal test yet, Allenspach said that 
could change in the fall. 

In light of the Americans with Dis- 

abilities Act, which allows testing 
only of essential job skills, the de-
partment is altering its test for fire 
department applicants. 

Under the new system, firefighters 
will have to perform actions like 
climbing to the fifth floor of a build-
ing in firefighting combat gear while 
holding a 60-pound hose. Applicants 
then would put the hose down, haul 
another hose up using a rope, go 
back down to the first floor, pick up 
and maneuver a charged hose, open 
the nozzle and pick up a 165-pound 
dummy and move it 100 feet within 
seven minutes. 

Allenspach says he would favor 
putting all firefighters through the 
entry-level test each year. 

"They have to be essential job 
skills, so that means that everyone 
should have to do them," he said. 

NIPC seeks growth input • • • at meeting myyheelmg 
By JIM TEAGUE JR.  

ST 

The developers of a pla o encourage 
organized growth throughout Chicago and 
the collar counties want to know if they are 
on the right track. 

Furthermore, they want you to tell them. 
Lawrence B. Christmas, executive director 

of the Northern Illinois Planning Commis-
sion said Tuesday that he expects few sur-
prises when public meetings are held next 
week on the "Strategic Plan for Land 
Resource Management." 

The closest meeting for Lake County resi-
dents will be held May 18 at the Wheeling 
Village Hall, 255 W. Dundee Road. 

Hearings will be also be held May 18 at 
.49vevaNOP6111111114061-  and May 20 at the Floss-
moor Village Hall. All meetings run from 3 to 
5 p.m. and resume again at 7 p.m. 

"There are no surprises," Christmas said 
of the list of 68 recommendations the com-
mission is making. "This list has been in 
development for over a year now." 

He said recommendations include 
increased coordination among local, county 
and state planners to ensure that sensitive 
environmental areas are protected and main-
tained. Christmas also highlighted the sug-
gestion that legislation be passed allowing 
traffic impact fees to be shared across munic-
ipal and county lines. The shared fees could 
be used to address regional traffic congestion 
problems. 

"What it comes down to is all these prob-
lems need to be addressed on a regional 
basis, where they can be handled most effec-
tively," he said. 

The commission conducts long-range plan-
ning for the entire region, which includes 
Cook, Lake, McHenry, Kane, DuPage and 
Will Counties. 

He added that Lake County is similar to 
other collar counties north and west of Chi-
cago where growth is occurring, and believes 
the recommendations being presented will be 
well received. 

"I think we have a very good relationship 
there," Christmas said, adding that Lake 
County Board Member Eleanor Rostron of 
Waukegan and village of Libertyville Mayor 
JoAnn Eckmann both serve as commission 
members. 

"They know what we are doing and appar-
ently are quite please with it." 

Christmas said the strategic plan builds 
upon the Central Lake County Development 
Corridor Council, which coordinates planning 
among various municipalities. 

"It's important to know that somebody out 
there cares about the subject we are dealing 
with, which is land use in the Chicago area. 
If that's not their concern, they shouldn't 
come," he said. "But we think there will be a 
respectable turnout because of the number of 
organization that have given us their sugges-
tions about planning and development in 
their areas." 

He said commission staff and board mem-
bers would be present at each of the meet-
ings to give an overview on the strategic plan 
and invite comments and suggestions. 

Christmas also recommended that inter-
ested parties bring to the meetings or mail 
the commission written statements of any 
length concerning planning in the region. 

C 



New Wheeling college 
a matter pf life and death 5-4y- human remains would be here for 25 years, loving 

coming out of that build-
ing," said co-owner Joan 
Tomczak. The Des Plaines 
and the future Wheeling 
location house only class-
room activities, such as 
anatomy, chemistry, micro-
biology, mortuary and busi-
ness law, etiquette, 
counseling and restorative 
art. 

The restoration is done in 
plaster or Paris or clay, 
according to Tomczak. 

"If you can do it with 
clay, you can do it with any-
thing," she said. "You learn 
how to make "A nose, eye, 
chin, mouth, how to put the 
whole thing together into a 
facsimile of a face and a 
head. After that, you can do 
it with embalmer's wax and 
cotton on the real thing." 

She and her husband 
Bruno Bak have owned the 
college for 12 years. Tom-
czak, who has a background 
in nursing, has been work-
ing there for 25. 

"When I applied here, I 
asked a lady, 'how long 
have you been here?' And 
she said 15 years. I remem-
ber thinking, how the hell 
could you be around here 

"We assured Wheeling no for 15 years? But I've been 

Body work 
They teach everything an 

undertaker needs to know 
except how to explain their 
job to a stranger at a cock-
tail party. 

"They have to figure that 

David Padwin/Pioneer Press 

Jack Davenport, Neil Ahola, and Tim Hampton sculpt faces out 
of clay at Worsham College, a mortuary school which ha 
applied to move to Wheeling 
out for themselves," 
laughed Tomczak. "Some of 
the guys, they go out after 
work, get themselves disin-
fected, and hang out with 
student nurses. 

"When the nurses ask 
them what they do, they 
say, 'I'm in body work." 

By IRV LEAVITT 
, STAFF  

Lt. fv-T 
There's probably going to 

be a new college in Wheel-
ing soon, but unlike most, it 
won't just be preparing 
young people for life. It'll be 
preparing them for death. 

Not theirs. Other peo-
ple's. Worsham (mortuary) 
College of Des Plaines has 
applied for approval to 
move to more spacious digs 
on industrial property at 
491-499 Northgate Parkway. 

€77 
 "Strange hours," cracked 
heeling Planner Mark 

Janeck as he pretended to 
pore over the Worsham 
application papers. "Eleven 
p.m. to 4 a.m." 

But the college plans to 
open during normal hours, 
as it has since 1911, when 
Albert Worsham founded it 
hard-by the old Cook 
County Morgue on Chica-
go's west side, where stu-
dents could practice on the 
real thing. That's still where 
the students practice, 
though they do it at the 
new morgue a few blocks 
away. 

No remains 

every minute of it. 

Intimate school 
"I love watching the kids 

evolve. I'll run into them at 
conventions and they'll say, 
Remember me? I own my 
own funeral home." 

"It's a small school, and 
I'm very close to the stu-
dents," she said. "I know 
when their wife is pregnant, 
when their girlfriend is 
pregnant, when both of 
them are pregnant," 
laughed the good-natured 
undertaking instructor. 

$6,100 buys a year at the 
college, followed by another 
year of apprenticeship 
before students can call 
themselves funeral direc-
tors. Each state has differ-
ent requirements for entry, 
according to Tomczak. The 
Illinois standard is a year of 
college. 

The school is a family 
affair, with the 120 students 
led by Tomczak, embalming 
department head Bak and 
Tomczak's daughter 
Stephanie, 25, who plans to 
take over her mother's job 
as college president one 

Downtown TIF slows Sportmart expansion 
Sportmart would like to expand in a hurry, 
to meet competition by K-Mart. But the 
expansion must be worked into TIF plans to 
redevelop the downtown area. 

y.9 
By IRV LEAVITT 
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Wheeling trustees did not ask "how high?" 
when asked to jump into an agreement to allow 
Sportmart to expand its Dundee Road store. 

When lawyers for the sporting-goods chain 
dumped a 38-page agreement in their laps prior 
to a special meeting last Thursday, they opted to 
read it before signing it. 

Sandy Cantor, part owner of Sportmart, says 
he's in a hurry to get a move-on to expand the 
Wheeling store, so that it can answer the chal-
lenge brought by K-Mart's Sports Authority, 
which they say will open in Gurnee Mills in 
August. He said he wants to have a grand re-
opening then, too, with a bigger store, 48 feet 
closer to Dundee Road. 

Trustees profess no big problems with the 
expansion, already passed by its plan commis- 

sion. There's sufficient parking, landscaping and 
other ammenities that boards like theirs endorse. 

What they want to take a long, hard look at is 
the agreement, which is tied into the Crossroads 
shopping center project at the corner of Milwau-
kee and Dundee. The project is the cornerstone 
of the Milwaukee Avenue tax increment finance 
district plan they hope will resurrect the old cen-
ter of town, and the agreement hints at limited 
veto power over what goes into the shopping 
center. 

Slow going 
When Sportmart representatives saw they were 

going to fail to move the board last Thursday, 
they pushed for a decision at the May 18 meet-
ing. Trustees said maybe, but that may very well 
not happen, either, according to Village Manager 
Craig Anderson. 

"There are still 6-7-8 issues we need to discuss 
further with Sportmart," he said. "Mainly, they 
deal with how much control Sportmart has in the 
situation. 

"The attorneys together will hammer some-
thing out, but quite honestly I'm not sure they  

can do anything before June 8." 
One of the problems the sporting-goods opera-

tors have is trying to tie into a shopping-center 
plan that has been stalled since infancy, after a 
suit was brought by owners of properties that 
didn't want to be a part of the Crossroads, or the 
TIF, or anything else except what they were, 
flower stores and auto repair garages and dough-
nut shops. They lost the suit, and are awaiting 
condemnation. 

They designed the front of the Sportmart to 
jibe with the original, pre-lawsuit design of the 
center, and trustees pronounced it beautiful but 
were not sufficiently moved by the artistry to 
approve the agreement attached to it. They are 
also mightily confused by Sportmart's yen to get 
funding from the TIF, money that was intended 
only for land acquisition. 

Confusing signals 
"I'm not sure I understand that, either," said 

Anderson Tuesday. "I'm not sure it's the best use 
of the TIF money. The idea was to use it to buy 
the land, and sell it back to the developer." 

(Continued on page 15) • One of the justifications 
Sportmart has for needing 
control of some of the center 
is that it still owns a roughly 
triangular, 12,000 square-foot 
piece of turf just east of their 
store. Depending on what 
gets worked out, they could 
wind up selling it to the vil-
lage, developing it within the 
center, or seeing it con-
demned and purchased by 
Wheeling that way. 

One of the things they 
don't need next door is, for 
instance, a Herman's World 
of Sporting Goods. They also 
profess distaste for a grocery 
store, because these are typi-
cally shoppers' last stops. 

"People want to get home 
before the ice cream melts," 
agreed Anderson. Wheeling 
had seen a grocery store as  

an anchor for the center, but 
lately has been falling out of 
love with that option. Like 
the Sportmart people, trust-
ees now yearn for big, nation-
ally-advertised stores that 
will attract buyers from a 
long distance. Anderson said 
there are still a few of those 
stores interested in a future 
at Dundee and Milwaukee, 
but he won't tell which. 

"Times have changed. We 
don't need another strip mall, 
neighborhood 
stores. . . we've already got 
those. 

"We need something more 
regional, more a draw." 

Something that will make 
people "look down Milwau-
kee Avenue and say, gosh, 
down the street is such-and-
such. Maybe I'd like to go 
over there." 
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Because of the heavy trucks involved, home types not allowed under Wheeling's revision in 
landscapping businesses would be among the its home occupation ordinance. 
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Village makes changes 
to home occupation code C 0  ut_ A/7 g y ..-> f.4,-.  

By IRv LEAVITT ing altogether, when they than eight tons. 
consider an ordinance, prob- The ordinance could dis- 

People who have home ably next month, according allow any business that 
businesses in Wheeling best to Anderson. stores flammable materials. 
be kind to their neighbors. That ticket, like others It could also ban those that 

Village staffers are pre- for Wheeling ordinance vio- require storage in a garage, 
paring an ordinance regulat- lations, would assess the forcing the car that belongs 
ing their endeavors, but it'll violator $35 to $500 for each within onto the street. 
probably be enforced only offense, every day it contin- There is little doubt that 
after complaints, according ues. any home business that 
to Village Manager Craig A whole family working puts a sign up would be 
Anderson. at a home business would considered in violation, 

He said those who do a probably be all right with according to Anderson. 
little writing work on a corn- the village, according to Other restrictions might 
puter terminal in their den, Anderson. But hiring one include a limitation of 20 
or have a loom in the employee probably will not, percent of a home to be 
upstairs bedroom, need not even if he doesn't work in used in the business. "The 
fret about the prospect of the home, but is picked up business should be an 
being forced to stop, or even along the way to a job site. accessory to the home," said 
of being asked to buy a Presently, all home occu- Anderson. 
license. But woe to the land- pations are illegal in Wheel- Separate business 
scape operator who parks a ing. But the ordinance is entrances or changes to the 
couple of trucks and a not easily enforceable. A facade to accommodate the 
trailer outside, even if on new, enforceable ordinance trade might not be allowed, 
his own property. would list what kind of either. 

His is the kind of home- business would be permit- Annoyances that might 
business activity that draws ted, according to Anderson. preclude a business would 
neighborly complaints, and Those left out would be ille- include noise, odor, dust, 
the village is looking for gal. vibration, smoke, glare or 
another tool to use to electrical interference. 
assuage community con- Left out Sales would likely be 
cerns about blight, safety, banned if not on an Possibilities for home 
noise, traffic and property appointment basis. occupations that could be 
values. left out in the cold are Other likely restricted 

Eight ton limit beauty parlors and other occupations could include 
retail uses, which attract a catering, unlicensed day  

The trucks could be steady stream of customers. care, car repair, kennels, 
allowed if they weigh less Numerous deliveries or vis- animal hospitals, doctor's 
than 8 tons, the present its of wholesale customers offices, machine shops and 
limit for parking on a vil- might not be allowed, pest control. 
lage street. But parking a either. But art studios, photo 
front-end loader, trailer, or a Contractors often store developing, woodworking, 
pickup with a wooden box building materials and locksmithing, small-scale 
atop the bed outside would equipment outside, some- jewelry or clothes produc- 
probably put the owner at times creating hazards and tion and upholstery would 
risk of ticketing, if an ordi- eyesores. These would likely probably get a pass, along 
nance is passed, according be banned, along with auto with such relatively seden- 
to Anderson. Trustees may towing, because of the tary occupations as consul- 
decide to disallow landscap- trucks, even though lighter tancies and drafting. 

STAFF WRITER 



VVheelins nand main' tains opposition to auto repair shop 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling plan commissioners, still 
dissatisfied with a Wheeling man's 
plans for an auto repair and used car 
business on Dundee Road, will once 
again recommend to village trustees 
that they reject the proposal. 

Lorenzo Semeria Jr. wants to op-
erate a foreign-auto repair business 
in the now-vacant Mobil service sta-
tion on the southwest corner of Dun-
dee and Schoenbeck roads — consid- 

ered by plan commissioners to be 
the western doorway to Wheeling. 

Semeria said he repairs only high-
priced foreign cars and will occa-
sionally sell one on consignment for 
the owner. 

Although Semeria changed his 
original site plan, which plan com-
missioners rejected in March, the 
group still could not see its way clear 
to recommend approval of the plan. 

The changes included eliminating 
overnight parking along Dundee 
Road and adding more landscaping  

to the site. 
Commissioners voted 3-2 against 

Semeria's plan, but the Wheeling vil-
lage board asked them to review it 
again. 

The board, in a 3-2 vote in April, 
kept Semeria's plan alive after hear-
ing from several Wheeling residents 
who supported the plan. 

"I was opposed to this on the first 
go round, and it doesn't look like that 
much has changed," said Commis-
sioner Terry Steilen. "There may be 
some things that we could do that  

would make me feel better." 

However, Semeria and Chuck 
Wagner, representing Mobil Oil, did 
not want to move all of the parking 
spaces to the back of the building in 
an attempt to garner Steilen's vote. 

And they said they had met most 
of the concerns about the site ad-
dressed in a letter from Village Man-
ager Craig G. Anderson. 

"We are willing to accept the con-
dition that only six cars for sale will 
be allowed," said Wagner. "We have  

done a lot to the plan since it was 
first proposed." 

Trustees had asked the plan com-
mission to reconsider Semeria's 
plans because the vote to deny his 
request was so close. 

Several neighboring residents indi-
cated their opposition to the plan by 
signing a petition, but some of them 
later told village board members 
they had been misled about what 
type of business Semeria would be 
conducting. 

Mortuary college plans 
OK'd by Wheeling board 

through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 2 
p.m., but not all of the students are 
in the building on any given day. 

Wheeling village trustees voted Microbiology and anatomy are 
unanimously Monday to approve a taught at the school, and attorneys 
Des Plaines mortuary college's also are on hand to teach business 
plans to relocate to the village. and mortuary law. 

Worsham College of Mortuary Sci- However, all classes in body prep- 
ence, will move into a vacant ware- aration are taken at the Cook County 
house at 491-499 Northgate Parkway, Morgue. 
in an industrial area in the Anderson said that while village 
northeastern section of the village. staff had initial concerns that there 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander- was not enough parking provided at 
son said the 20,000-square-foot build- the site, those concerns have been 
ing has been vacant since 1987, and addressed by the college administra-
Village President Sheila H. Schultz tors. 
said she would be happy to see the "This site plan does specify 
building occupied again. enough parking," Anderson said. 

"It will be nice to have the building "And the owners have indicated they 
filled again," she said. encourage students to car pool; per- 

The college will have an enroll- haps that will minimize cars coming 
ment of approximately 100 students into the area." 
who will be taught by 15 administra-
tors and staff members. 

Worsham representatives said the 
college draws students from all over 
the United States and beyond. Half College administrators said that 
the students come from Illinois, and Wheeling and the surrounding area 
the rest come from surrounding can expect to see an economic bene- 
states and Europe. fit from the college because many of 

The school was founded in 1889 the students come from out of town 
and, according to Worsham repre- and rent apartments near the school, 
sentatives, is the "premiere" school spending their money in the commu- 
of its type in the country. nity in restaurants and local re- 

Classes will be conducted Monday tailers. 

LOCAL REPORT 

Indoor golfing facility 
proposed for Tahoe center 5- are -  / ---- 

Class Golf, he said he does not 
want unsupervised youths or 
young adults to have access to the 

Area golfers could be stepping facility. An employee will check 
up to the tee even as the snow is identification at the door. 
falling next winter if Wheeling "I don't care to deal with unsu- 
trustees go along with the plan pervised youths, and I do not 
commission's recommendation think adults want to deal with 
and approve an indoor golfing fa- that in this atmosphere either," 
cility. he said. 

Dean A. DeCristoforo, owner of Plan commission chairman 
World Class Golf, said he would Paul Eisterhold said prohibiting 
like to open the 15,000-square-foot people under 21 years of age from 
facility in the Tahoe Village shop- entering the facility without a 
ping center in mid-July. parent or guardian should make 

Included in DeCristoforo's it easier for DeCristoforo to get a 
plans are putting greens, a driv- liquor license. 
ing range, golf simulators, a re- DeCristoforo said he is plan-
tail shop and a bar and restaurant ning to serve light sandwiches, 
area. hamburgers, hot dogs and pack-

DeCristoforo said no one under aged goods in the restaurant and 
21 years of age would be allowed bar, which will take up about 
to enter the golfing area unless 5,000 square feet. 
accompanied by a parent or The remaining 8,000 square feet 
guardian because people would will be devoted to recreation. 
be allowed to carry alcoholic DeCristoforo said he expects to 
beverages to the different parts have winter leagues that will use 
of the facility. the golf simulators and tourna- 

"We are planning to have an ments that he hopes will draw 
adult recreation facility, creating spectators as well as golfers. 
as much of an indoor country club He said four golfers can play an 
setting for the general public as 18-hole round of golf in about four 
possible," DeCristoforo said. hours on the simulators. And the 

While DeCristoforo said it golfers will be able to choose 
would be all right for parents to from eight different golf courses 
bring their children to World to play. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

There will be 89 spaces in the park-
ing lot, and the warehouse will be al-
tered to provide 11 more. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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The home 
occupancy 
law is long 
overdue for 
an 
overhaul. 

SUBURBAN REPORT 
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Deputy Executive Editor: Alan P. Henry 
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Managing Editor: Arnold Grahl 
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Home, sweet 
home 5->) - 4-- 

I

n Wheeling, a freelance writer 
clicks away on his computer 
keyboard in the den, unaware 
that he is engaging in illegal 

activity. The home seamstress, 
tailoring a jacket, likewise is in 
ignorant bliss of her criminal 
status. 

The village home occupancy 
ordinance is simple and 
straightforward — home business 
activities are not allowed, period. 
Not surprisingly, it ranks as one of 
the least enforced codes on the 
books. 

But Wheeling trustees have 
decided to dust off the dinosaur of 
a law that has idly been taking up 
space in their code books all these 
years, and convert it into a useful 
tool for responding to neighborly 
complaints when home businesses 
get out of hand. 

Trustees should be careful to 
strike a balance between protecting 
pristine neighborhoods and 
maintaining the rights of those 
engaging in unobtrusive home 
enterprises. 

Their is no question something 
should be done with the law. As it 
stands, the ordinance is useless —
making no distinctions between 
businesses that cause noise, odor, 
vibration, smoke, glare or electrical 
interference problems and those 
that do not. Simply enforcing the 
existing prohibition would not be 
practical or fair, as more and more 
people are choosing to punch the 
clock at home. 

Rough drafts of the revised code 
seem to be on the right track. 

Landscape operators who park a 
couple of trucks and a trailer 
outside would run into trouble 
from the village, while art studios, 
photo developing labs, locksmiths 
or small-scale jewelry or clothes 
production operations would get 
the pass. 

Other likely restricted 
occupations would include catering, 
unlicensed day care, car repair, 
kennels, animal hospitals, doctor's 
offices, machine shops and pest 
control. 

The home occupancy law is long 
overdue for an overhaul. It is not 
an easy task delineating which 
business activities pose a nuisance 
and which don't, but once done, 
trustees will have created a more 
workable blueprint for home 
entrepreneurs and homeowners to 
live in harmony. 

Wheeling animal eye clinic 
sets sight on June 15 opening 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily  Herald  Staff Writer  

The Wheeling Plan Commission 
on Thursday approved the design 
for an animal eye clinic sign on 
Milwaukee Avenue, clearing the 
way for a mid-June opening of the 
clinic. 

Sam J. Vainisi and Gretchen 
Schmidt, partners in Animal Eye 
Associates of Riverwood, are hop-
ing for a June 15 opening for their 
new eye practice, at the corner of 
Milwaukee and Mors avenues. 

Plan commissioners approved 
their request to rezone the prop-
erty from residential to commer-
cial last June, and since then 
have kept tabs on the construc-
tion of the clinic, which was built 
on the site of an abandoned house 
that was razed. 

"I would like to compliment 
you on the building," plan Com-
missioner Ellen Butor told Vaini-
si and Schmidt. "I think it is 
beautiful. And I'm glad to see you 
were able to save so many of the 
trees." 

Plan commissioners also voted 
to approve the village's plan to 
vacate 16 feet of alley between 
the eye clinic and its western 
neighbor. Eight feet of the alley- 

way already is being used by the 
owners of a home to the west, and 
Vainisi said the eye clinic will use 
its 8 feet for additional landscap-
ing. He said he also plans to put 
up'a fence between the clinic and 
its neighbor. 

Although the village will give 
the property up at no cost, it will 
be placed on the tax rolls, and 
both the clinic owners and the 
residents to the west will have to 
pay taxes on it. 

A two-bedroom apartment has 
been built on the building's upper 
floor to house students who come 
to the clinic for training. 

Schmidt and Vainisi treat ani-
mals for eye ailments such as cat-
aracts, glaucoma and corneal 
ulcers. 

The clinic is one of only two in 
Illinois that are open full time for 
the treatment of such problems in 
animals. The other is at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. 

The clinic eventually could 
draw some curious looks from 
passing motorists, as architects 
are proposing that a bowling ball-
sized eyeball be installed in the 
middle of the clinic's sign —
which is designed to flare out di-
agonally 6 feet in both directions. 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Wheeling once again denies 
auto repair business plans 

A Wheeling businessman, hop-
ing to open a foreign car repair 
business on the southwest corner 
of Dundee and Schoenbeck roads 
was turned back by village trus-
tees Monday. 

Lorenzo Semeria Jr., whose 
hopes were dashed, raised and 
dashed again by a previous series 
of plan commission and village 
board meetings, wanted to oper-
ate his business in a vacant Mobil 
gas station. 

But plan commissioners and 
village staff were opposed to the 
plan because it did not utilize the 
entire site, and they did not want 
an auto repair service to be the 
first business motorists saw as 
they entered the village. 

Trustees reviewed Semeria's 
site plan in April and in a 3-2 vote 
sent it back to plan commission-
ers, who recommended against 
its approval in March. But com-
missioners once again voted 
against approval of Semeria's 
plan in May and this time trus-
tees unanimously agreed. 

"Each of the plan commission-
ers gave very strong reasons for 
denial," said Trustee William 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Rogers. "I see no reason for 
doing anything other than what 
plan commissioners recommend-
ed we do twice." 

It was a tough call for trustees 
who heard from many Semeria 
customers asking that he be al-
lowed to locate in the village and 
from several neighbors of the site 
who were opposed to the plan. 

For trustees, the proposal was 
attractive because it included 
Mobil Oil's plans to clean up con-
taminated soil on the site. Mobil 
has submitted a plan to the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection 
Agency and, if approved, it will 
take three to five years before the 
soil will be cleaned and the entire 
site can be utilized. 

Semeria and his lawyers made 
changes to the site plan including 
the addition of landscaping, and a 
parking area behind the building, 
but in the end it was not enough. 

Village staff lobbied hard 
against the plan. "On behalf of 
the plan commission and commu-
nity development staff, I should 
point out that after they reviewed 
this plan again at the direction of 
the board, they still are not in fa-
vor of granting the special use, 
said village Attorney James 
Rhodes. 
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Wheeling trustees will be keep-
ing a wary eye on the site of the 
former Martin Oil gas station to 
make sure the village does not 
end up with another abandoned 
building that turns into an eye-
sore. 

Trustees recently granted a 
zoning variation and an approval 
of the resubdivision of the proper-
ty - at 621 W. Dundee Road-
that representatives-from Martin 
Oil Marketing Ltd. hope will 
make the property easier to sell. 

But they also expressed con-
cern about who would be respon-
sible for the upkeep of the proper-
ty and the building and fence that 
sit on it until redevelopment plans 
come back to the village for ap-
proval. 

"Fences deteriorate very 
quickly," said Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz. "The buyer 
does not have to come before the 
board until he is ready to develop 
the property, and it deteriorates 
more and more as time goes on." 

Duane Meyers, vice president 
for real estate for Martin Oil, said 
his company will make sure the 
property is kept up while it is still 
owned by Martin Oil and he indi- 

cated that several steps have al-
ready been taken to secure the 
property - making it less attrac-
tive to vandals. 

"The first thing we did was 
board up the building," he said. 
"And we have painted the 
plywood and put up bumper strips 
out in the driveways so cars can't 
drive in. That should help keep 
the fences in shape. Until the 
property is transacted you have 
our assurances we will keep it in 
shape." 

Meyers also said that Martin 
Oil has submitted a plan to the 
Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency for removal of the oil 
tanks on the site. And he said he 
hopes the plan will be approved 
so the tanks can be taken out near 
the middle of June. 

"In terms of abandoning this as 
a functioning gas station, Martin 
Oil has done a good job so far," 
said Village Manager Craig G. 
Anderson. 

But he said the village is look-
ing for ways to deal with five 
other abandoned gas stations -
most along Milwaukee Avenue -
that have become eyesores. 

"One or two of them are in such 
disrepair it would be more costly 
to repair them than to tear them 
down," he said. 

Trustees keep eye on 

former Martin gas station 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Whee police issue 29 safety belt citations 

Police officers also checked for 
valid driver's licenses and proof of 
automobile insurance. 

Four people were cited for not hav-
ing a valid driver's license and seven 
were cited for failure to show proof 
of insurance. 

Police also arrested one person for 
driving under the influence of alco-
hol and issued citations to 16 more 
for various safety violations.  
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ante rate than during past road-
blocks. 

"We feel the minimal intrusion 
into people's time is outweighed by 
the need to emphasize seat belt us-
age as a means of providing protec-
tion for the driver and occupants of 
the vehicle," O'Rourke said. 

Twenty-nine citations were issued 
to people who were not wearing seat 
belts. 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Crews clear 
150,000 gallon 
gas line spill 

‘--7  
BY MARJORIE LIPSEY 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Cleanup crews hauled away more 
than 150,000 gallons of gasoline from 
a pipeline break that occurred in 
Wheeling Friday afternoon. 

Workers spent about 30 hours 
cleaning up the gas that flooded into 
a construction hole and over a field 
behind the Camco Emerson Power 
Transmission Co. off Wolf Road. 

The spill occurred about 4:30 p.m. 
Friday when construction workers 
putting in a natural gas line cut the 
pipe, said Wheeling Fire Lt. James 
Johnson. 

Although about 4,400 gallons of gas 
are pumped through the pipe every 
minute, sensors shut down the flow 
as soon as the 4-inch cut was detect-
ed. The line is owned by the West 
Shore company, which pumps vari-
ous fuels through the pipe for local 
companies. 

Repairs on the pipe should be com-
pleted by about 4 p.m. today, John-
son said. And workers will continue 
to try to clean up the residue left 
from the spill, which covered about a 
quarter acre. 

During the cleanup, Com-
monwealth Edison Co. had to shut 
off several high voltage electrical 
lines that run near the spill. Power 
was diverted through other lines, 
preventing any outages. 

"You wanted to stop any static 
electricity or charges that could cre-
ate a spark," Johnson said. 
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Wheeling police, hoping to drive 
home the point that buckling up is 
the law, stopped 421 vehicles at a re-
cent traffic safety roadblock. 

The roadblock was manned by 15 
members of the police force who 
stopped motorists in front of the po-
lice station, 255 W. Dundee Road, as 
they headed west on a recent Satur-
day night between 8 and 11:30 p.m. 

Wheeling Deputy Police Chief 
Gary D. O'Rourke said 93 percent of 
the drivers stopped were in compli-
ance with the seat belt law, which re-
quires the driver and front seat pas-
sengers to wear seat belts. And he 
said it was a much higher compli- 

T
e

rr
y

  S
w

is
h

er
  

Commission looks at Palumbo request • • 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The owners of the Palumbo Broth-
ers asphalt plant in Wheeling could 
face an uphill battle if they decide to 
proceed with plans to build a rail-
road spur at their Wheeling Road 
plant. 

Palumbo Brothers want the rail-
road spur so the raw materials need-
ed for the production of asphalt can 
be brought into the plant by freight 
rain rather than by truck - a move 

that would decrease the amount of 
trucks coming in and out of the plant 
and eliminate some of the wear and  

tear on Wheeling roadways. 
And they say bringing the raw ma-

terials in by rail would also make 
their operation cleaner. 

But plan commissioners, who held 
a workshop session with Palumbo 
representatives recently, are con-
cerned the rail spur could lead to in-
creased production at the plant with 
more trucks coming into the plant to 
take the finished material out. 

Palumbo Brothers produced ap-
proximately 160,000 tons of asphalt 
last year at the Wheeling plant. If 
running at full capacity the plant 
could produce up to 400,000 tons. 

And commissioners are concerned  

about the effects increased produc-
tion would have on the village. 

"What is going to be really import-
ant is the environmental impact of 
the whole thing," said Commissioner 
Otis Hedlund.  

the rail spur to increase production 
saying if there was a higher demand 
for their product they could just in-
crease the truck loads of raw materi-
al brought into the plant. 

m 

"The question we are going to 
have to answer is whether or not we 
would allow this use on that property 
if it were vacant today," said Village 
Planner Mark Janeck. "If we allow 
the spur there is no question the land 
gains in value, and this use will be 
there forever." 

Although more than 200 people 
Palumbo Brothers would need a signed a petition objecting to the 

new special-use permit to build the plant's location in 1977, village trus-
rail spur and there has been some tees granted the special use. 
talk among commissioners about re-
quiring the company to do an envi-
ronmental impact study showing the 
effect the plant has now - and could 
have with increased production in 
the future - on its surroundings. 

Representatives of Palumbo 
Brothers have said they do not need 
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Wheeling firefighter/paramedic Jay Gallant shows off some of the unique features of the Wheeling Fire Department's new fire 
engine. Daily Herald Photo/Gilbert Boucher 

Wheeling firefighters try out their new wheels 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling firefighters are re-
sponding to fire and traffic acci-
dent calls in style these days now 
that one of two new fire engines or-
dered last year has been delivered. 

While the engine is painted green 
like its older counterparts, this one 
also has some features that are 
new to the Northwest suburbs and 
some features that will keep this 
truck in action for quite some time. 

The engine was custom-made for  

the department by Sutphen Corp. 
of Amlin, Ohio, for $212,000. The 
second engine is identical to this 
first one and is expected to be de-
livered sometime in September. 

The engine has supply doors that 
roll up into the body of the vehicle, 
unlike older engines on which the 
storage bay doors open outward. 

"This is the first engine in the 
area to have roll-up doors," said 
Wheeling Fire Chief Keith Ma-
cIsaac. "It provides complete ac-
cess to the storage area and there 
is also a safety issue. The doors  

don't project out into traffic when 
the engine is at the scene of an ac-
cident." 

The truck also is designed to car-
ry two kinds of firefighting foam. 
The first is designed for putting out 
flammable liquid and MacIsaac 
said that foam will increase the de-
partment's ability to handle any 
crashes at the Palwaukee Munici-
pal Airport. 

The second foam increases the 
efficiency of water and MacIsaac 
said it will come in handy when the  

engine is called to fight fires in 
places where there is a limited wa-
ter supply — such as portions of the 
Prospect Heights Rural Fire Pro-
tection District. Under a contract 
with that district, the Wheeling 
Fire Department responds to many 
of its calls. 

Trustees were forced to purchase 
two new fire engines in one year af-
ter learning that one of the engines 
they were hoping to hold on to a lit-
tle longer would need at least 
$15,000 in repairs. 

Palwaukee panel's hands tied in feud over parking fees 
/ "Th () ) 
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Pend on the size of the plane, said est airport in Illinois. We're a re- 

Daily Herald Correspondent	
Don Augustine, an account executive liever airport for O'Hare, and our 
with Priester. And, he said, parking main competition is Midway. Busi- 

With no way to regulate parking fees are waived if fuel is purchased. nesses primarily use our airport; we 

fees charged by Priester Aviation, But Barry Dainas, a director of the are not a recreational type of air- 

the Palwaukee airport commission Palwaukee Airport Pilots Associa- port." 
continues to find itself in the middle tion, has asked commissioners to Charles Priester, president of 
of a feud between the larger plane provide parking space for pilots who Priester Aviation, agreed. 
operator and pilots of smaller do not want use Priester's services. "We charge fair and equitable 

planes. Dainas said Priester's fees are prices for the value of services 
Priester is the only fixed-base op- higher than comparable airports received," he said. "The statement 

erator at the airport that supplies while some recreational airports that there are no user fees at other 
services to aircraft using the air- charge no fees. airports is just pure baloney. Those 

port, renting space from the airport Augustine said airports competing airports that do not have a system in 
to park those planes. It also is the with Palwaukee do charge user fees. place to charge customers will 

only operator that sells fuel and does "They're comparing apples to soon." 

mechanical work on planes. oranges," he said of the PAPA rep- Airport Manager Fred Stewart 

The fees charged by Priester de- resentatives. "We are the third busi- said the fees are not the airport corn- 

mission's responsibility. 

"We're the landlords," he said. 
"(Priester) meets his contractual 
obligation to us, and we have no le-
gitimate means to interfere in his 
pricing structure." 

Airport commissioners concurred, 
also citing the lack of space to set up 
an additional ramp area for pilots 
who wanted to park without using 
Priester services. 

"The commission is hamstrung 
trying to do something," said com-
missioner William A. Rogers. "Until 
we get a second fixed-base operator 
and get more space, there doesn't 
seem to me anything to be done." 

• Police, firefighters receive awards 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Several Wheeling police officers 
and six members of the Wheeling 
Fire Department were recognized 
recently for outstanding service in 
the line of duty. 

Wheeling resident S. Ronald Reed 
also received a citizens appreciation 
award for pulling two traffic acci-
dent victims from a burning vehicle 
at the intersection of Wolf and Lar-
kin roads on Oct. 22, 1991. 

The six firefighter/paramedics 
who were commended by the police 
department were honored for their  

part in saving the life of Wheeling 
Community Service Officer Richard 
Herdus. 

Herdus suffered a heart attack on 
the job on March 16, 1992, while driv-
ing a police vehicle on Dundee Road. 
Herdus lost control of the car, which 
left the road and struck a tree. 

He returned to work three weeks 
ago and was on hand Monday to help 
present the awards to firefighters 
Lt. Mike Proebstle, Don Malin, Tim 
Johnston, Bill Stewart, Bob Leipzig 
and Tom Fountaine. 

The two police officers who were 
first on the accident scene — Sgt. 
Jim Kuzynowski and Burt Kaminsky  

— also were given awards of merits. 
Haeger said the doctor who treat-

ed Herdus when he arrived at the 
hospital credited the two with reviv-
ing Herdus at the accident scene and 
saving his life. 

"He was for all intent and pur-
poses dead when those two officers 
arrived," Haeger said. "There was 
no pulse or respiration." 

For Herdus, watching as his co-
workers received the awards, the 
moment was intensely emotional. 

21 other police officers also 
received awards. 

"This is our way of recognizing 
members of the department for the  

past years' performance," said 
Wheeling Police Chief Michael F. 
Haegar. 

Haeger added that all the awards 
are particularly important because 
the officers who receive them have 
been nominated by their peers. 

A commendation review hoard 
made up of a deputy chief, a ser-
geant and a representative from 
each police units makes the final de-
cision on who will receive the 
awards, given annually. 

"In essence the department re-
commends its own members as op-
posed to management recommend-
ing," Haeger said. 
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Medical waste disposal OK 
but records poor, official says 
BY BONNIE BOOTH tors of medical waste are re- 
Daily Herald Staff Writer quired to store it in a secure loca- 

tion while awaiting disposal at an 
approved site. 

They have to package the waste 
to prevent leakage and make sure 
the package is clearly labeled as 
hazardous material waste. 

Hospitals, clinics, doctor's of-
fices, blood banks, research labo-
ratories, veterinary hospitals, 
mortuaries and animal quaran-
tine facilities are some of the or-
ganizations governed by the ordi-
nance. 

They are also responsible for 
keeping records and receipts for 
at least three years that show 
compliance with the ordinance. 

Boyle said he has received the 
full cooperation of the staff at all 
the facilities he has visited so far 
and that some of the visits have 
resulted in the relocation of waste 
disposal containers and contain-
ers that hold sharp objects that 
may have been accessible to 
young children. 

"With a different viewpoint and 
a different set of eyes, I have 
found a few people willing to relo-
cate their sharps to a different 
point in the exam room," Boyle 
said. 

Agency approves contract 
for ling transfer station 

work and what the 4.9-acre building 
will look like. 

"It will be very attractive from the 
The Solid Waste Agency of North- road," said Patrick Engineering 

ern Cook County Wednesday unani- President Daniel P. Dietzler. He 
mously approved the initial site- added that the 28-foot-tall concrete 
work contract for the Wheeling building will contain a warm, corn- 
Township transfer station. mercial interior and feature a 

The $565,000 contract was awarded skylight-type atrium around the top 
to Bensenville-based Lindahl Broth- of the building. 
ers. SWANCC officials are hoping to The property development for the 
break ground on the site, located just transfer station has been approved 
north of the intersection of River and as a Planned Unit Development and 
Central roads, in the middle of June. has received IEPA and Corps of En- 

Meanwhile, the agency, a consorti- gineers permits, said SWANCC Ex-
um of 26 Northwest suburban coin- ecutive Director William Abolt. 
munities, is completing an applica- Abolt added that the facility is lo- 
tion to submit to the U.S. Army cated in an area which complies with 
Corps of Engineers for a permit to setback requirements and floodplain 
proceed with work at a proposed avoidance. There is one entrance 
balefill near Bartlett. road, from River Road, he added. 

Plans call for the area to send all All areas disturbed by construe- 
of its residential garbage to the tion will be landscaped or vegetated 
transfer station. The garbage will with natural prairie grasses, while 
then be packed into bails and sent on the facility will be surrounded by 
to the proposed Bartlett site when it chain-link or architectural fences. 
opens approximately 18 months lat- Abolt told the board that he will 
er. meet with staff at Maryville Acade- 

Representatives from Patrick En- my, located directly across the road, 
gineering Inc., the engineers of the to discuss traffic issues. 
entire project, explained to There are expected to be 138 mov- 
SWANCC members how the transfer ing-type trucks to haul the garbage 
station, a $24.4 million project, will involved with the project. 

Generators of medical waste in 
Wheeling are following proper 
disposal and storage techniques 
outlined in an ordinance passed 
by the village board last August, 
according to an informal survey 
conducted by the village sanitari-
an. 

But many of the organizations 
surveyed are not keeping the 
records and receipts also re-
quired in the ordinance. 

"The practices and procedures 
appear to be going along fine," 
said Village Sanitarian Mike 
Boyle. "But as far as written pro-
tocol, many have not gotten that 
lined up." 

Boyle said there are about 33 
medical-waste generators in the 
village, and he said he visited 
eight of them — roughly 25 per-
cent — to obtain survey results. 

Of those eight, only one had 
records that were in perfect or-
der, he said. 

He said he will send a letter to 
the remaining businesses, once 
again outlining the requirements, 
and then will set up another in-
spection to go over the records. 

Under the ordinance, genera- • 

BY KIM MMUS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Gr ti law up before attorney general 
11 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When Wheeling trustees passed an 
ordinance that gave property owners 
30 days to remove graffiti from their 
buildings or face fines and court, 
they decided against a provision that 
would have allowed village workers 
to remove the graffiti and then 
charge property owners for that re-
moval. 

At the time, Village Attorney 
James Rhodes said he thought the 
provision would be illegal in the 
state of Illinois. But the issue keeps 
popping up. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander- 

son said he will ask for an opinion 
from the office of the Illinois Attor-
ney General as to whether village 
workers could go onto private prop-
erty, remove graffiti and then bill 
the cost for that removal back to the 
property owner. If it is illegal, An-
derson said, village staff will draft 
an ordinance for village board ap-
proval that will ask the state Legis-
lature to consider making it legal. 

Anderson also said he would check 
to see whether Wheeling can legally 
remove the graffiti under its powers 
as a home rule community. 

"It seems to me if we can go in and 
do other things, we should be able to 
go in and do that," said Village Pres- 

ident Sheila H. Schultz. "We are giv-
ing them a time frame to clean it up 
themselves. We are not going to rush 
in and do something." 

In the meantime, however, Robert 
Gray, director of operations and 
maintenance, has compiled a list of 
companies that remove graffiti and 
that list will be available to all prop-
erty owners cited under the ordi-
nance. 

"With these available there is not 
much reason for property owners 
not to remove graffiti promptly," 
Anderson said. 

And he said most property owners 
who have received a citation since  

the ordinance's inception have been 
cooperative and removed the graffiti 
within the time limit. But he said the 
village soon will be taking two prop-
erty owners in the 100 block of South 
Wolf Road to court. 

"The ordinance has been pretty ef-
fective," Anderson said. "We are 
going to be sending out thank-you 
letters to those property owners who 
removed the graffiti promptly." 

Anderson also said once graffiti 
has been cleaned off a building, the 
police department attempts to keep 
a closer watch to make sure it is not 
vandalized again within a matter of 
days. 

Wheeling trustees ease up 
on cal t to close Hatfield's 
BY BONNIE BONNIE BOOTH gay said. "But I would like as- 
Daily Herald Staff Writer surances that at the end of three 

months it doesn't go vacant if I 
A Wheeling shopping center don't find another tenant." 

owner and one of his tenants may Village staff has recommended 
get a reprieve from the village that the restaurant be closed be- 
next month now that trustees cause the shopping center is not 
have indicated they may be will- in compliance with village re-
ing to back off their original order quirements for parking spaces. 
that Hatfield's Pub close Dec. 1. But Village Manager Craig An- 

Trustees extended the special- derson said that with the excep- 
use permit for Hatfield's Pub in tion of Friday nights the shopping 
October 1990 for two years when center has few parking problems. 
Howard Kagay, owner of the strip Kagay said he has tried to pur- 
shopping center at 141-149 S. chase lots near the shopping cen-
Milwaukee Ave., said he could not ter for additional parking but the 
find another tenant for the store price has been too high as has the 
front now occupied by the bar and price for renting extra parking at 
restaurant. the nearby Riverside Shopping 

Kagay appeared before the vil- Center at the corner of Dundee 
lage board Monday and he again Road and Milwaukee Avenue. 
said he still had no takers for that Trustees had differing opinions 
space and stood to lose $30,000 on how much more time Kagay 
next year if it sat vacant. should get to find a new tenant be- 

He pointed to many other va- fore Hatfield's is forced to close 
cant buildings in the area — in- its doors for good. 
eluding the now-defunct Billy & Trustee Lois Gaffke seemed 
Co. restaurant directly across the willing to give Kagay until Hat- 
street from his center — and said field's liquor license expires at 
that tenants are reluctant to the end of April. 
move into a shopping center that But other trustees seemed will- 
is surrounded by so many other ing to let the bar stay until the 
vacant buildings. widening of Milwaukee Avenue, 

"I am trying to come through now scheduled — at the earliest 
with getting a new tenant," Ka- — for fall 1993. 

Palwaukee airport working 
overtimeovertiulefor new building 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Work on a new administrative 
building to house the Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport staff is moving 
at a steady pace, but the Aug. 1 
target date for vacating the cur-
rent offices — now in Hangar One 
— may not be met. 

Airport workers are doing 
much of the work on the new off-
ice building — the former Brown 
& Kerr Inc. roofing company 
plant at 1020 Plant Road — in ad-
dition to their regular mainte-
nance duties at the airport. 

Dennis G. Rouleau, assistant 
airport manager for operations 
and maintenance, has hired one 
additional part-time employee to 
help with the work. 

And he said that while a con-
tractor was hired to do drywall 
work associated with knocking 
walls down and building a new 
configuration of office space, the 
rest of the work, including stain-
ing, painting and the installation 
of new cabinets, has been done by 
the airport's maintenance staff. 

Doorways have also been wid-
ened to meet the requirements of 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

"We've been trying to balance 

the work with our regular work, 
but it has been tough to keep up 
with the mowing on some of the 
airfield," Rouleau said. "We've 
been putting in overtime working 
on the building." 

And he said that even with the 
overtime the project is not 
exceeding the $39,000 budget for 
remodeling, partly because he 
has gotten military surplus sup-
plies such as ceiling tiles and inte-
rior paint. 

Airport officials are expecting 
to spend about $69,000 to con-
struct a road between the new off-
ice building and the airport. The 
road will run along the airport-
owned property to the west of the 
Household Finance hangar and 
will provide direct access to the 
airport for snow removal and 
maintenance equipment. Work on 
the road is expected to begin 
within the next few weeks and 
take about 35 days. 

Airport officials are still aiming 
to move into the new building 
Aug. 1, although Rouleau said the 
move will not be made until the 
road is complete. 

Commissioners decided to 
make the move earlier this year 
in hopes of returning Hanger One 
to a rental property that could 
generate income for the airport. 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Board of Health is 
still taking donors for the summer 
blood drive being held today at vil-
lage hall. 

Representatives of LifeSource Inc. 
of Glenview will be on hand from 
2:30 to 8:30 p.m. in the council cham-
bers to take blood from those willing 
to give it. Walk-ins are encouraged. 

Board of Health members have 
gone all out to find people willing to 
donate blood this time around, con-
tacting residents whom LifeSource 
Inc. has indicated have given blood 

at some time in the recent past. 
And they also decided to do some 

phone solicitation themselves, split-
ting up some pages from the Wheel-
ing-area phone book in an effort to 
get residents who m,ay not have con-
sidered giving blood in the past to 
give it a try. 

The blood drives are held three 
times a year. Mike Boyle, village 
sanitarian, said 52 units of blood 
were collected at the last drive. 
About 30 people have signed up to 
donate blood today. 

Boyle said it takes between 20 and 
30 minutes to give blood and there 
will be equipment and space for six 
people to donate at one time. 

Wheeling on all-out drive for blood donors 
74 7  
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Residents of Wheeling apart-
ment complexes who want to get 
together with neighbors to drink a 
few beers in their parking lot will 
find a village ordinance blocking 
their way. 

Drinking in public places and 
on public streets already is prohi-
bited, but trustees added private 
parking lots to the ordinance 
Monday night in response to con-
cerns from some residents of the 
village's multifamily housing de-
velopments. 

Trustees first discussed ban-
ning drinking in private parking 
lots earlier this year when they 
granted a liquor license for a new 
liquor store in the Center Plaza 
shopping center at the corner of 
Dundee and Wolf roads. 

Some residents of neighboring 
apartment complexes expressed 
concern that people living in the 
area would buy liquor at the store 
and drink it in the parking lots 
and common areas because they 
would prefer drinking outside —
not inside — their apartments, 
many of which are not air-condi-
tioned. 

Most of the village's apartment 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

complex owners have entered 
into a contract with Wheeling po-
lice giving them permission to pa-
trol the parking lots for traffic 
regulation. A public drinking pro-
vision will be added to those 
agreements. 

As originally written, the ordi-
nance also would have made it 
illegal for residents to drink alco-
hol on a street that has been 
closed for a block party. 

But trustees wanted to allow 
groups holding block parties the 
option of serving alcohol, so the 
ordinance does not apply to 
groups who have been issued a 
permit by the village. 

Trustee William Rogers, who 
voted against giving a liquor li-
cense to the new liquor store in 
Center Plaza, was not convinced 
the new ordinance will solve the 
problem of the neighboring apart-
ment complexes. 

"This is something all villages 
should adopt," Rogers said. 

"It is common sense that we 
don't want public drinking. But I 
don't think the potential problem 
in that area is going to be solved. 
It is a crowded area that does not 
have a liquor store now and does 
not need one," he said. 

cause of the band and also be-
cause most people had the third 
(of July) off for the holiday." 

But Vogel said overall, organiz-
ers were happy with the turnout 
at the festival, held on the church 
grounds at 181 W. Dundee Road. 

He said the Las Vegas-style ca-
sino — open to those over age 21 
on Friday and Saturday nights —
was a big hit and most likely 
would return next year. 

This was the first year festival 
grounds were fenced off with only 
three points of entry and the first 
time adults paid an admission 
charge. 

Vogel said very few people 
complained about having to pay 
admission and having controlled 
entry points cut down greatly on 
the amount of liquor smuggled 
onto the festival grounds. 

"I cleaned up every night, and I 
don't think I saw one empty hard-
liquor bottle," he said. 

Deputy Police Chief Gary 
O'Rourke said the police depart-
ment does not yet know the total 
number of police calls associated 
with Familyfest this year. 

"There were generally few 
problems, and all were dealt with 
expediently," he said. 

Police ready 
to snuff out 
any problems 
at Familyfest 

f-7'0-1  
By BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

With the St. Joseph the Worker 
Familyfest in full swing, festival or-
ganizers and the Wheeling police de-
partment are keeping a watchful eye 
over the festival grounds in hopes of 
making the event safe for people of 
all ages who wish to attend. 

And with more than 200,000 people 
expected to pass through the festival 
during its five-day run, the task may 
seem monumental. 

But representatives of the church 
and the police department started 
meeting at the beginning of the year 
to determine how many security 
people would be needed at the festi-
val — which is held on the grounds of 
the St. Joseph the Worker Catholic 
Church at 181 W. Dundee Road. 

"We look at the layout of the festi-
val, the crowd estimates and the en-
tertainment scheduled," said Wheel-
ing Deputy Police Chief Gary 
O'Rourke. "And then we try and 
determine how many officers we will 
need." 

O'Rourke said between 15 and 20 
uniformed officers will be on the fes-
tival grounds at all times this year. 

And he said these officers will be 
accompanied by a number of plain-
clothes Wheeling police officers. 

Members of the Cook County 
Gangs Unit, also in plainclothes, will 
be on hand to help Wheeling police 
officers recognize and deal with any 
problems that may arise with gangs 
at the festival. 

O'Rourke said a return to some 
bigger name rock 'n' roll acts could 
create more problems at the festival 
this year than last year. 

The festival was toned down last 
year with The Letterman and The 
Buckinghams heading the entertain-
ment over the weekend. 

This year, weekend entertainment 
will be provided by the Marshall 
Tucker Band, BTO and The Mamas 
and the Papas. BTO and The Mar-
shall Tucker Band have played at 
Familyfest in the past. 

"With the type of entertainment 
they had last year, we had less inci-
dents during the entire festival than 
we did during some individual nights 
in 1989 and 1990," O'Rourke said. 

O'Rourke said in 1989 there were 
34 incidents with 14 of them resulting 
in arrest. 

In 1990, there were 33 incidents 
and 19 of them resulted in arrest. 

But in 1991 there were only eight 
incidents and no arrests. 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Businesses responsible for haz-
ardous materials incidents in 
Wheeling could soon become re-
sponsible for at least part of the 
costs incurred by the village for 
dealing with them, under a pro-
posed ordinance being considered 
by trustees. 

Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac has 
been looking to get the proposed 
ordinance — which would require 
companies involved in a hazard-
ous material accident to pay 
overtime personnel costs and the 
costs of supplies — to the village 
board for the past several 
months. 

But questions about its legality 
kept it from being discussed by 
trustees until recently. 

"There is some question as to 
whether or not we have the au-
thority to do this," said Village 
Manager Craig G. Anderson. 
"And some question as to 
whether or not a municipality has 
the right to enact a civil penalty. 
We can look at it as a user's fee." 

Similar ordinances already ex-
ist in Arlington Heights, Schaum-
burg, Hoffman Estates, Palatine 
and Buffalo Grove, MacIsaac 
said. 

With the recent more than 
150,000 gallon gas line spill in 
Wheeling, MacIsaac was able to  

quote to village trustees just how 
much a hazardous materials inci-
dent could cost the village —
$8,000 just in overtime personnel 
costs.. 

The June 5 pipeline break oc-
curred when construction work-
ers putting in a natural gas pipe-
line cut into the gasoline pipeline. 
150,000 gallons of gasoline were 
hauled away from the site of the 
leak — a relatively sparse areas 
north of Old Willow Road. 

Between the time of the rupture 
and the morning of June 7, the 
fire department accumulated 332 
overtime hours. The police de-
partment and the operations and 
maintenance department also in-
curred some overtime costs. 

"This ordinance is not intended 
to try and recover the cost of my 
salary or my staff's salary or the 
salary of the on-shift fire-
fighters," MacIsaac said. "It is 
just for those above and beyond 
costs typically associated with 
this type of incident. Historically 
we have to deal with the initial re-
lease of the material and then we 
still have to deal with removal or 
cleanup." 

Currently, the village could col-
lect reimbursement from state 
and federal "spiller funds." But 
MacIsaac said neither fund pro-
vides for 100 percent reimburse-
ment and both have limits of 
$10,000. 

While Familyfest organizers 
spent most of Monday cleaning 
up the festival grounds at St. Jo-
seph the Worker Catholic Church 
in Wheeling, life inside the church 
also returned to normal as secre-
taries dropped the phrase "home 
of Familyfest" in the greeting 
they used to answer the phone. 

The 11th annual festival came 
to an end Sunday, one day later 
than originally planned. 

Organizers added the extra day 
in an attempt to reclaim revenues 
lost when they were forced to can-
cel Thursday's activities after 
storms ripped through the area, 
damaging tents and causing a 
power outage in the Bits and 
Bites area. 

While Dave Vogel, chairman of 
the festival committee, said 
200,000 people attended the five-
day event this year, he said Sun-
day's attendance did not make up 
for what the festival lost Thurs-
day night — when the Marshall 
Tucker Band was scheduled to 
perform. 
' "Sunday helped, but I think we 

411
would have made more money on 
Thursday," he said. "Partly be- 

Wheeling bans alcohol 
in priv4,r,p1r,Ong lots 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Power outage takes bite 
out of Familyfest's profits 
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Businesses may share costs of 
hazardous accident cleanups 
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Buffalo Grove Wheeling may battle again over land parcel 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Buffalo Grove businessman's 
desire to increase the parking for his 
restaurant could land him in the 
middle of Buffalo Grove and Wheel-
ing's updated version of Let's Make 
A Deal - the game the two munici-
palities play when it turns out they 
both want a parcel of property. 

The last battle, over a 20-acre par-
cel of land on the northeast corner of 
Weiland and Lake-Cook roads, ended 
when Buffalo Grove bowed out of its 
claim on the land just days before  

the two villages were scheduled to 
appear before a judge who would 
have decided which village would 
get the property both had annexed. 

It looks like the battle now brewing 
could be over a much smaller piece 
of property. 

Mark Malnati, owner of Lou Mal-
nati's Pizzeria at 85 S. Buffalo Grove 
Road, wants to convert a house on 
the property just south of the restau-
rant to offices and put additional 
parking spaces on the site - which is 
less than one acre in size. 

But the property is in Wheeling, 
and while Malnati would prefer to  

disconnect it from Wheeling and an-
nex it into Buffalo Grove, Wheeling 
trustees are reluctant to give it up. 

Stuart Cohen, chief financial offi-
cer for Malnati's, said representa-
tives of the village of Wheeling origi-
nally suggested that he approach 
Buffalo Grove because Wheeling has 
no plans to extend sewer and water 
service to that corner of the village 
in the near future. 

And Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said the village might be will-
ing to part with the property if the 
village of Buffalo Grove would, 
through an intergovernmental  

agreement, take over traffic en-
forcement of the intersection of Buf-
falo Grove and Lake-Cook roads, 
which is in Wheeling. 

William R. Balling, Buffalo 
Grove's village manager, said his 
village would be willing to take over 
the intersection but couldn't unless 
the intersection was also annexed 
into Buffalo Grove. 

"We have been working on this for 
five months and it looks like it has 
become an annexation/boundary is-
sue," Balling said. "It isn't, but it 
looks like somebody is making it 
one." 
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Boehmer Road renamed 
to Northgate Parkway 

Boehmer Road will become 
Northgate Parkway under a reso-
lution recently passed by the 
Wheeling Village Board. 

The two streets have formed 
one continuous roadway since 
construction work was done on 
their intersection with Dundee 
Road. Village officials recom-
mended that Boehmer be re-
named because there are ad-
dresses already fronting 
Northgate Parkway but there are 
no addresses on Boehmer. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson suggested the change take 
place now before the Wheeling 
Park District aquatic center and 
recreation building - slated for 
development at the end of 
Boehmer Road - need address-
es. And he said the long-term pos-
sibility for a commuter station on 
Boehmer also makes the name 
change appealing. 

Anderson suggested the 
Boehmer name be set aside and 
used again for another new street 
in the village because the street 
was named in honor of Henry 
Boehmer, the first village presi-
dent. 

Finance director 
receives award 

Trustees recognized Director of 
Finance Robert Fialkowski for 
his receipt of the Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in 
Financial Reporting from the 
Government Finance Officers As-
sociation. 

This is the fifth year that Fial-
kowski has been given the award. 

"I don't think the general pub-
lic fully appreciates the signifi-
cance of this award," said Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz. "But 
the board certainly does." 

Police can get 
hepatitis shot 

Trustees voted to spend $13,840 
to inoculate police personnel who 
might be at risk of contracting 
the Hepatitis-B virus. 

Anderson said it is now a feder-
al standard that police officers be 
offered the chance to have the in-
oculation at no charge, but the ac-
tual choice to do so is up to the 
individual officer. 

The cost of the vaccination will 
be $100 per person for a series of 
three shots. 

Anderson said the village has 
been providing the vaccination to 
paramedics for a number of 
years. 

Police to patrol 
condominium lot 

Residents of the Euclid Terrace 
II condominiums could find park-
ing and traffic regulations more 
strictly enforced in their parking 
lots now that trustees have ap-
proved an agreement that will 
bring police patrols to the condo-
miniums. 

Under the agreement the vil-
lage can remove vehicles parked 
or abandoned in the parking lot 
during snow storms or other em-
ergencies if those vehicles are 
are obstructing traffic. , 

New or improved fire lanes 
may also be established at the 
complex. 
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4thHblIuly Committee 
thanks village for help 1- 

Wheeling resident Lin a Bres- 
set expresses thanks to the com- 
munity on behalf of the entire 
Wheeling Fourth of July Commit- 
tee. The committee worked hard 
all year to raise funds for last 
week's parade and fireworks. 
They would like to thank all of the 
Wheeling residents who sent in 
donations with their water bills as 
well as those who attended the 
fund-raising events and pur- 
chased water bottles at the First 
National Bank. Thanks also to the 
local businesses who donated 
goods and services to "the 
cause." 

Any citizens interested in help- 
ing make next year's Independ- 
ence Day even better are invited 
to give their input or become in- 
volved with the Committee for 
1993. For more information, call 
Judy Abruscato at 459-4000 or 541- 
8788. 



Palwaukee can't land interest with fuel operators Police 
eye 'old' 
changes 

By IRV LEAVITT 

Mv-t-RiTre 
Wheeling is studying the 

possibility of bringing com-
munity policing to town, but 
don't expect to see cops 
walking a beat in your 
neighborhood, according to 
Police Chief Michael Hae-
ger. 

"The walk-and- 
talk ... worked well in the 
city, when people lived on 
their front porches. But 
those days are long gone," 
said Haeger. 

He said that it was possi-
ble that foot patrol might be 
tried in commercial areas, 
however. Those might 
include the Milwaukee Ave-
nue — Dundee Road area, 
the Dundee — Wolf Road 
rea, and Wolf Road north 

of Dundee. 
Haeger, Village Manager 

Craig Anderson, Assistant 
Manager Joni Beaudry and 
Deputy Police Chief Gary 
O'Rourke attended a two-
day seminar on the new, 
old-fashioned wave in police 
work in Rockville, Maryland 
this week. 

Low cost seminar 
Anderson said last week 

that the International City 
Management Association, of 
Washington, D.C., running a 
joint project with the U.S. 
Justice Department, 
charged a bargain-basement 

(Continued on page 14) 

$500 for the seminar, which 
included several meals. Vil-
lage staffers booked flights 
during the airline price wars 
last month, and were able to 
take advantage of cheap air-
fares. 

Haeger said Friday that 
Wheeling would probably not 
be opening remote police sta-
tions in target neighbor-
hoods, such as Rolling 
Meadows' Police Neighbor-
hood Resource Center, which 
is set among apartment 
buildings sheltering about 
3,000 people. 

"Most of our trouble spots 
are smaller, and currently 
within 6-8 blocks of our exist-
ing facility," said Haeger. 
"We'll still operate within our 
beats. We'd just be changing 
the philosophy of why we're 
in the patrol car." 

He said community polic-
ing is a more pro-active form 
of combating crime, espe-
cially suited to domestic cri-
ses. 

Intervention 
"Instead of officers going 

and taking a report, we'd 
have officers becoming 
directly involved. 

"If people requested inter-
vention, we could assign a 
social worker or contact other 
agencies, and follow up to 
make sure some kind of 
intervention occurs." 

And according to commissioners, 
that proposal was not enough. 

"I find that this is inadequate as to 
what we are trying to do," said Com-Palwaukee Municipal Airport will missioner William Rogers. "So 

go with only one fixed-base operator many things were left out. The only 

at least for now, if not for another requirement isn't to sell gas cheaper three years, as the airport commis- 
 — the acceptable FBO has to be a sion decided to step up its efforts in certain size and type in order to 

the search for another operator.
compete with Priester." A fixed-base operator is a compa- 

Instead of approving or rejecting ny that exists on the airport proper- 
 the proposal, the commission's ty, providing fuel and services to air- 
 finance and administration commit-

craft owners that do not have their tee will try to work with that compa-own facilities on site. Currently the ny, as well as others, in order to 
airport has only one fixed-base oper- 

 bring a new fixed-base operator to ator — Priester Aviation.
Palwaukee. So far, the main effort the commis- 

Another duty given to the commit- sion has made in attracting a new tee was to contact each company 
operator to the airport has been to that had been sent a request as to 
send out requests to various compa- 

 why they did not respond. But Air-nies around the world. But of the 54 port Manager Fred Stewart had his 

requests sent out, only one proposal own ideas, after talking to Mid Coast was received by the July 1 deadline. 
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would ideally be preemption 
of crime before it occurs, sav-
ing the time spent in officer 
response. 

He said his department 
has already tried some forms 
of new-breed policing. About 
two years ago, the tactical 
unit brought building owners 
in the Winetree Apartments 
together with several village 
agencies in a coordinated 
effort to rid the area of graf-
fiti. 

"It was a classic form of 
community policing," he 
said. 

Haeger said the continuing 
community needs assessment 
process undertaken by the 
department could indicate 
where Wheeling residents 
feel police service needs 
improvement, and new tac-
tics could be applied in those 
areas. He said a detailed sur-
vey will be taken over the 
summer. 

He hopes results of the 
polling and departmental 
studies of enforcement and 
prevention options will be 
ready by late fall, so they can 
indicate what to include in 
his budget request to the vil-
lage board.  

Aviation and Butler Aviation, as to 
why being the new operator at 
Palwaukee would not be attractive 
— mainly the site offered for the op-
erator — Hangar One. 

"(The site for the fixed base oper-
ator) would have to be in an ade-
quate location on the airport, ap-
propriately sized and suitable, for 
them to invest the bucks they want 
to in order to be comparable in a 
market that has been exclusive use 
for a number of years," he said. 
"One of the things they both said was 
that the appearance was not up to 
what they would put their name on." 

Aside from Hangar One, another 
site is planned for a fixed-base oper-
ator on the property the airport is in 
the process of acquiring. But work 
on that new site awaits the building 
of a drainage ditch, which is not ex-
pected for another three years. 
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"Instead of writing cita-
tions, we might eliminate 
some of the reasons the vio-
lations occur," he said. 

He added that community 
policing "becomes personnel-
intensive ... we might have 
to hire more people." 

"It might be something we 

Instead of writ-
ing citations, we 
might eliminate 
some of the 
reasons the 
violations occur., 

can do without increasing our 
budget," Anderson said hope-
fully. 

More efficient 
Haeger felt community 

policing could actually 
increase efficiency, since it 
might concentrate on "repeat 
callers." Police officers could 
have community policing 
duties written into their job 
descriptions. They could 
coordinate departmental 
crime prevention and outside 
social service workers, and 
follow up cases without hav-
ing to squeeze such activities 
between responding to crime 
and driving beats. The result 

Village 
runs dry 
on booze 
al fresco 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

C,ocki*ry.ct09-- 
The days of hoisting a 

cold one in the outdoors, at 
least in Wheeling, are over. 
Unless it's in your own back 
yard, or a place with a per-
mit, you had best take the 
stuff inside. 

The last bastion of out-
door boozing falls today as a 
new ordinance outlawing 
open alcohol in parking lots 
takes effect. It was already 
illegal to drink on the street 
or in the parks. The ordi-
nance forbids having open 
alcohol "in or upon or about 
any motor vehicle." 

Licensed outdoor cafes, 
block parties and such are, 
of course, exempt. 

The move to outlaw 
drinking in parking lots 
began spontaneously at a 
village board meeting 
months ago when a request 
for a package liquor store 
license came before trust-
ees. The license was eventu-
ally granted for a store on 
Wolf Road just north of 
Dundee Road, right in the 
middle of an area known for 
quaffing in the great out-
doors. 

But they didn't allow it 
without beginning the pro-
cess toward preventing it 
from becoming a source for 
community complaints. 

Police Chief Michael 
Haeger said complaints of 
alcohol-involved disorderly 
conduct have been common 
around "Arbor Court, Wine-
tree ... and most apart-
ments and complexes." 

He said the law gives 
police another weapon in 
quelling disturbances before 
they become dangerous. 

"It may reduce the num-
ber of times you have to go 
back," he said. "We can 
seize the alcohol, write cita-
tions, or bring people in." 

Fines for public drinking 
or drunkeness are between 
$35 and $500 for each count, 
the same as other ordinance 
violations. 



Wheeling Crime Prevention Officer Barb KoBishop is a witness to 
the mock murder. She is being questioned by Steven Myerson 
(left) and Joy Czubakowski. Daily Herald Photo/Da:- White 
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Post explore,zs7o051 of make-believe murder 
ing gun' ." 

Kirby said he is impressed with 
the way this group has worked so 
far. 

"They really want to work hard," 
he said. "They do a good job and 
they listen." 

While the Wheeling police depart-
ment has hosted Explorer groups in 
the past, this group gets its support 
from a core of police officers who re-
ally want to see the group succeed 
and are willing to put in the time to 
make the events interesting, inform-
ative and fun. 

"This group started out with a few 
officers who were interested," said 
Officer Randy Olsberg. "We decided 
we wanted to start the group. It was 
not an idea that came from the top 
down." 

Post 123 is one of 10 law enforce-
ment posts in the Northwest Subur-
ban council. 

"The purpose of an Explorer post 
is to expose kids to what a career in 
a certain field would be like," said 
Natalie Carozzi, Exploring Execu-
tive for the council. "We also have 
posts in hotel management, health 
care and engineering." 

Carozzi said the posts are designed 
to attract high school students, who 
need not have a history of boy scout-
ing. Explorer Posts are the only co-
educational branch of the Boy Scouts 
and students may be a member of an 
Explorer Post until they are 21 years 
old. 

Murphy and Tilly are going to study 
the issue." 

Stewart said he does not know at 
this time whether some wetlands 
will have to be moved or whether 
they will be undisturbed by the road 
relocation. But, he expects to have 
those answers early next year when 
the study is completed. 

He said the commission will do its 
best to preserve or move any wet-
lands that might be affected. 

"It is the policy of the Palwaukee 
Airport Commission and the com-
munities (Prospect Heights and 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Whodunit? 
That was the big question mem-

bers of Wheeling's Explorer Post 123 
were mulling over recently as they 
sifted through evidence and state-
ments from their investigation of a 
mock murder scene. 

The make-believe murder and the 
ensuing investigation were just two 
of the many activities the group has 
participated in since forming last 
winter. But it was, for many, their 
first look at some of the more excit-
ing aspects of police work. 

Getting a look at all the facets of  

law enforcement is what Explorer 
Post 123 is about. While the post is 
supervised by a group of Wheeling 
police officers who donate their time 
to the task, it is the brainchild of the 
Northwest Suburban Council of the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

It is made up of 12 Wheeling High 
School students who expressed inter-
est in law enforcement on a question-
naire distributed at the high school 
by the Northwest Suburban Council. 

Some of them know they want to 
become police officers, and some of 
them were just interested in finding 
out exactly what it is that police offi-
cers do. 

"I've always wanted to be a detec- 

tive," said 17-year-old Jenny Garcia. 
"It has always been my career 
choice." 

But Jessica Richter, 15, was a lit-
tle more ambivalent. 

"I joined just to see what police of-
ficers do," she said. 

Since its inception, the group has 
learned about the correct procedure 
for making routine traffic stops, 
heard presentations on the various 
branches of law enforcement at the 
local and national levels, and pre-
pared for and carried out the mock-
murder investigation. 

"It seems that police work is pret-
ty routine," said 17-year-old Joy Czu-
bakowski. "But there is always a 
chance it will be really exciting." 

The excitement, for the post and 
the police officers who work with it, 
came during the mock murder, 
when the fire department's practice 
dummy was found murdered in a 
model unit of the Foxboro Apart-
ments. 

Although officers Mike Kirby and 
Bruce Jacobson had taught the 
group about the various steps in a 
criminal investigation and the roles 
of the officers on the scene, the Ex-
plorers were not given any advance 
notice that they would be heading to 
a crime scene or that once there they 
would be doing the investigating. 

"They did really good," Kirby 
said. "They made many of the same 
mistakes that rookie cops do, like 
trying to do everything. Everyone 
wants to be the one to find the `smok- 

And he said he does not expect the 
wetland issue to delay relocation of 
the intersection which is scheduled 
to begin in the spring of 1992 with the 
construction of two bridges. 

The intersection of the two roads 
must be moved west to create a Fed-
eral Aviation Administration re-
quired clear zone at the end of the 
airport's longest runway. 

Explorer Jessica Ricter checks out the "body" at the Explorer 
Post's mock-crime scene. The scene was staged by Wheeling 
police officers to give the Explorers a chance to use skills 
learned during recent instruction. Daily Herald Photo/Daritel White 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commissioners, continuing to look 
toward the relocation of the Wolf and 
Hintz Roads intersection, have 
asked their engineers to begin deter-
mining what affect the move will 

, have on wetlands in the immediate 
vicinity. 

   

Airport Manager Fred Stewart 
said that Crawford, Murphy and Til-
ly Inc. of Rockford will begin work-
ing with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation, Department of Wa- 

ter Resources and the Illinois Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to re-
view the issue. 

He said some property west of 
Wolf Road and north of Hintz Road 
and several parcels south of Hintz 
Road and west of Wolf Road are now 
considered wetlands. The impact of 
the road relocation on those areas 
must be studied before any construc-
tion can begin, Stewart said. 

"As I understand it, we have to 
prepare and get approved mitigation 
plans for any areas we might be dis-
turbing," Stewart said. "Crawford, 

C4 

lAirport to study effects on wetlands' 
P-1  Wheeling — co-owners of the air-

port) to be good neighbors," Stewart 
said. "We want to do our share to 
preserve the ecological balance of 
the area." 



Owners lump at demolition offer 
C./0 Gi.,101'K 07„, 

) By IFni LEAVITI /7-. `i'lltp9.to $5,000 toward knock- 
STAFF WRITER ing their buildings down, 

with the village paying half 
the total. Didier is dickering 
with Tom Fennel, Wheel-
ing's buildings director, to 
try to get him to promise up 
to $5,000 for each building 
instead of one payment for 
both. 

Shortly after Wheeling 
codified its plan to spend 
$25,000 to share in the cost 
of demolishing vacant build-
ings around town, three 
owners are looking to take 
advantage of the opportu-
nity. 

One of them is Leonard 
Didier, who closed his Da-
Lite Bleach Company, a few 
years ago. It had been a fix-
ture at 160 S. Milwaukee, 
since the sixties, and his 
truck was a familiar sight 
delivering janitorials on the 
North Shore for 41 years. 

His is one of the many' 
small - 100 feet by 147 -
plots of land that is hard to 
sell by itself while satisfying 
the village's wish to put 
high-quality businesses onto 
its main drag. 

An effort to get several 
adjacent landowners to sell 
their land jointly for an 
Alzheimer's clinic fell apart, 
and, for the moment, 
Didier's stuck with his prop-
erty. It might have a little 
better chance to sell if it 
didn't have an old flat-roof 
plant on it, and an even 
older dilapidated frame 
house next door. 

Impromptu party 
More than that, Didier 

figures taking down the 
buildings "would get me in 
to a lower tax bracket until 
I can sell. And I could get 
rid of the liability. Anybody 
can break in and start a pot 
party." 

Building owners can get 

Building owners 
can get up to 
$5,000 toward 
knocking their 

buildings down, 
with the village 
paying half the 

total. 

Fennel hopes he can 
spend all the money in one 
fiscal year, though not nec-
essarily 40 percent on 
Didier's property. There's 
also Joe Mastrantotaro, who 
bought an old gas station at 
Mors and Milwaukee a few 
years ago, but got stuck 
with it when the village 
refused to allow him to 
move his Wa-Pa-Ghetti's 
Pizza there. And there's 
another prospect Fennel 
won't name. 

"I would like to get six 
done this year," he said, 
"and have it extended next 
year, and get the rest of 
them knocked down." He 

(Continued on page 18) 

Pioneer Press photo 

One of the buildings in downtown Wheeling that may soon see 
the wrecking ball. 

Didier would like to see 
his buildings flattened, 
despite sentimental value. 
Though the Da-Lite building 
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It might have a 
little better chance 
to sell if it didn't 
have an old 
flat-roof plant on 
it, and an even 
older dilapidated 
frame house next 
door., 

is not entirely unattractive, 
1 with its stone facing in front, 

L

it would never pass fire 
inspection, so can't be rented 
out, according to Didier. 
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Residents take stand against crime 
BY BONNIE BOOTI1 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Three Wheeling neighborhoods are 
holding block parties tonight to cele-
brate the Ninth Annual National 
Night Out in which people take to the 
streets in a show of solidarity 
against criminals. 

Several other neighborhoods are 
also expected to hold informal cele-
brations of the crime and drug pre-
vention event from 7 to 9 p.m., which 
is sponsored by the National Associ-
ation of Town Watch and co-spon-
sored locally by the village. 

All residents are asked to lock  

their doors, turn on the outside lights 
and spend the evening outside with 
their neighbors. 

"It is a statement of solidarity for 
the neighborhoods," said Crime Pre-
vention Officer Barbara Kobishop. 
"It is a chance for people to meet 
their neighbors and to say that these 
are our neighborhoods and we are 
keeping it that way." 

The neighborhoods that will have 
formal gatherings are the Malibu 
and Tahoe subdivisions and West 
Wayne Street in the Dunhurst subdi-
vision. 

Those neighborhoods will be visit-
ed by Kobishop, Deputy Police Chief  

J. Michael Hermes and Fire Chief 
Keith MacIsaac. 

The fire department will have a 
fire engine and an ambulance on-
hand to give residents a closer look 
at some of the department's equip-
ment. 

Canine officer Bill Benson also will 
visit those three neighborhoods with 
Laiser, Wheeling's police dog, who 
will be joined by two canine charac-
ters - Sparky, the fire dog and 
McGruff, the crime prevention dog. 

This is the third year Wheeling 
residents have participated in Na-
tional Night Out. Kobishop said be-
tween 200 and  300 residents took  to  

the streets last year. 
Tahoe Village has held a coloring 

contest for its children and will 
award prizes Tuesday evening. A 
smoke detector, donated by the fire 
department, will be raffled off. 

"The program is still in its infant 
stages here in Wheeling," Kobishop 
said. 

More than 25 million people are ex-
pected to participate in National 
Night Out under the theme "Give 
neighborhood crime and drugs a 
going away party." The campaign 
reaches 8,500 communities nation-
wide and 130 military bases world-
wide. 



fall to appraise 32 pieces of land the 
airport needs to complete its capital 
improvements plan — which in-
cludes the relocation of the intersec-
tion of Hintz and Wolf roads and the 
Wheeling drainage ditch. 

At the time they were given the 
contracts, both companies said they 
could meet the 30-day completion pe-
riod for each appraisal. But when 
called on the carpet, they told com-
missioners the work was more in-
volved than they believed when they 
agreed to do the job. 

"Frankly, the process took quite a 
bit longer than I anticipated," Bel-
monte said. "I feel the level of re- 

view was very particular and very 
unique. I was unaware of the role of 
the review appraiser in this in-
stance." 

Ken Polach, of William A. McCann 
and Associates of Chicago, has 
served as the airport's review ap-
praiser in every land purchase it has 
made, said Airport Manager Fred E. 
Stewart. 

While Polach said he is stricter on 
detail than some other appraisers, 
commissioners laid the blame for 
the delay at the feet of Starkman and 
Whipple and agreed to pay McCann 
an additional $5,700 for the time it 
took to fix up the pair's work. 
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Airport commission gives warning to appraisers -1/„, 
BY CAROLYN ARNOLD 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

Two appraisers working for the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport Com-
mission are being given advance 
warning that their contracts with the 
commission may be in jeopardy. 

The appraisers, Starkman and As-
sociates of Evanston and F.H. Whip-
ple and Associates of Northfield, 
were hired by the commission to ap- 

praise 32 lots the airport is looking to 
acquire for the relocation of Wolf 
and Hintz roads. 

But both companies have been be-
hind schedule in returning their re-
views to the commission, according 
to Airport Manager Fred Stewart. 
The information regarding the 32 
parcels was given to the companies 
between October and January, with 
a time limit of 30 days per parcel to 
complete the work. So far, the corn- 

mission has not received final appra-
isals for 11 of the properties. 

As per federal regulations, two ap-
praisal firms are necessary to ap-
praise land the airport wants to pur-
chase using federal funds, and a 
third appraiser must review the 
work of the first two. But because of 
the quality of the reports, the third 
appraiser, William A. McCann and 
Associates of Chicago, has had to put 
in extra work. 

"The review appraiser (McCann) 
has found it necessary to do more 
hours of work than is normally re-
quired for the reviewing of the ap-
praisals," said Stewart. "(Whipple 
and Starkman) have not produced in 
accordance with the terms of the 
contract." 

In addition, the extra work may 
cost the commission more money, as 
McCann has requested that they be 
reimbursed for the additional hours  

they have put in. According to Stew-
art, McCann has generated approxi-
mately $5,000 worth of extra work to 
date. While the commission has not 
voted yet on whether to reimburse 
McCann, the extra money needed 
would come from a grant the airport 
has received for this work, said 
Stewart. 

As a result of the problems they 
have encountered, the commission is 
ready to start firing proceedings if  

the two firms do not attend a special 
meeting on July 22 to address the 
matter. Since the co-owners of the 
airport — Prospect Heights and 
Wheeling — hired the appraisers, the 
commission can only recommend 
that they be fired. 

If Whipple and Starkman are 
fired, then the commission would 
defer to the Illinois Department of 
Transportation to hire two more 
firms, 

AirpIct,14nd appraisals barely beat deadline reconsiders ban on home businesses 
„2- 

technology make it easier to do so. 
"We all know people who are oper-

ating businesses out of their home," 
said Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz. "We don't want people to be 
in that position. This is meant to as-
sist those who are operating home 
businesses that are not bothering 
their neighbors." 

Several office-type uses, day care 
and educational classes of not more 
than four children, artists and photo-
graphic studios, and sewing shops 
are some of the uses permitted un-
der the proposed ordinance. 

The ordinance also sets up a group 
of standards that can be used to 

judge whether a home business is in-
fringing on the rights of adjoining 
property owners. 

Under some of those standards, a 
business cannot employ people not 
living in the home, cannot have out-
door storage, and cannot generate 
an unusual demand for parking 
space. 

Some residents are concerned 
about regulations governing the 
types of vehicles that can be parked 
in a driveway overnight and the 
types of business advertising that 
can be on the vehicle. 

Village code limits the type of 
truck that can be parked overnight 

to one with a Class A or B state li-
cense and with a weight limit of 8,000 
pounds or less. 

Regulations for signage are under 
review by the village sign code 
board of appeals and would be used 
to govern the home occupation ordi-
nance. 

"Through my 33 years of living in 
the village, there have been working-
class people with trucks and certain 
businesses," said resident Tim 
Reuss. "They have been here for 
years. It is a crime to tell them now 
to take their business and leave 
town." 

he had done on the appraisals. 
Daily Herald Staff Writer Two appraisals are required for 

any land the airport wants to pur-
Land appraisals the Palwaukee chase. A third appraiser then re-

Municipal Airport commission has views them and looks for mistakes. 
waited months to receive were hand- When they are correct, the appraiser 
ed in Friday. after commissioners recommends one to the commission 
threatened to fire the appraiser if he which forwards it to the state for ap- 
could not meet the deadline. proval before an offer can be made 

Commissioners told Al Belmonte, to the landowner. 
of Evanston-based Starkman and F.H. Whipple and Associates of 
Associates, that he had to deliver by Northfield narrowly missed being 
Friday appraisals on eight of the given the same ultimatum by turn-
parcels of land needed for the air- ing in late appraisals Wednesday be-
port's capital improvement plan or fore the commission met to discuss 
else lose his contract with the corn- the problem. 
mission and payment for any work The two companies were hired last 
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BY CAROLYN ARNOLD 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

Two appraisers working for the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport Com-
mission are being given advance 
warning that their contracts with the 
commission may be in jeopardy. 

The appraisers, Starkman and As-
sociates of Evanston and F.H. Whip-
ple and Associates of Northfield, 
were hired by the commission to ap- 

praise 32 lots the airport is looking to 
acquire for the relocation of Wolf 
and Hintz roads. 

But both companies have been be-
hind schedule in returning their re-
views to the commission, according 
to Airport Manager Fred Stewart. 
The information regarding the 32 
parcels was given to the companies 
between October and January, with 
a time limit of 30 days per parcel to 
complete the work. So far, the corn- 

mission has not received final appra-
isals for 11 of the properties. 

As per federal regulations, two ap-
praisal firms are necessary to ap-
praise land the airport wants to pur-
chase using federal funds, and a 
third appraiser must review the 
work of the first two. But because of 
the quality of the reports, the third 
appraiser, William A. McCann and 
Associates of Chicago, has had to put 
in extra work. 

"The review appraiser (McCann) 
has found it necessary to do more 
hours of work than is normally re-
quired for the reviewing of the ap-
praisals," said Stewart. "(Whipple 
and Starkman) have not produced in 
accordance with the terms of the 
contract." 

In addition, the extra work may 
cost the commission more money, as 
McCann has requested that they be 
reimbursed for the additional hours  

they have put in. According to Stew-
art, McCann has generated approxi-
mately $5,000 worth of extra work to 
date. While the commission has not 
voted yet on whether to reimburse 
McCann, the extra money needed 
would come from a grant the airport 
has received for this work, said 
Stewart. 

As a result of the problems they 
have encountered, the commission is 
ready to start firing proceedings if  

the two firms do not attend a si 
meeting on July 22 to addre: 
matter. Since the co-owners ( 
airport — Prospect Heights 
Wheeling — hired the appraiser 
commission can only recom 
that they be fired. 

If Whipple and Starkman 
fired, then the commission 
defer to the Illinois Departmr 
Transportation to hire two 
firms, 

• • 
Airport commission gives warning to appraisers 17 

Wheelin reconsiders ban on home businesses 
/- technology make it easier to do so. 

Airport land appraisals barely beat deadlin 
5-9?- 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees took another 
look at their proposed home business 
ordinance Monday, asking a few 
more questions and hearing from 
some village residents opposed to 
the plan. 

While all home businesses are now 
illegal in the village, officials have 
conceded that the law is virtually 
impossible to enforce and they are 
hoping the new ordinance would 
make it possible for people to oper-
ate some businesses out of their 
home — especially as advances in 

"We all know people who are oper-
ating businesses out of their home," 
said Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz. "We don't want people to be 
in that position. This is meant to as-
sist those who are operating home 
businesses that are not bothering 
their neighbors." 

Several office-type uses, day care 
and educational classes of not more 
than four children, artists and photo-
graphic studios, and sewing shops 
are some of the uses permitted un-
der the proposed ordinance. 

The ordinance also sets up a group 
of standards that can be used to  

judge whether a home business is in-
fringing on the rights of adjoining 
property owners. 

Under some of those standards, a 
business cannot employ people not 
living in the home, cannot have out-
door storage, and cannot generate 
an unusual demand for parking 
space. 

Some residents are concerned 
about regulations governing the 
types of vehicles that can be parked 
in a driveway overnight and the 
types of business advertising that 
can be on the vehicle. 

Village code limits the type of 
truck that can be parked overnight  

to one with a Class A or B state li-
cense and with a weight limit of 8,000 
pounds or less. 

Regulations for signage are under 
review by the village sign code 
board of appeals and would be used 
to govern the home occupation ordi-
nance. 

"Through my 33 years of living in 
the village, there have been working-
class people with trucks and certain 
businesses," said resident Tim 
Reuss. "They have been here for 
years. It is a crime to tell them now 
to take their business and leave 
town." 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Land appraisals the Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport commission has 
waited months to receive were hand-
ed in Friday, after commissioners 
threatened to fire the appraiser if he 
could not meet the deadline. 

Commissioners told Al Belmonte, 
of Evanston-based Starkman and 
Associates, that he had to deliver by 
Friday appraisals on eight of the 
parcels of land needed for the air-
port's capital improvement plan or 
else lose his contract with the com-
mission and payment for any work  

he had done on the appraisals. 
Two appraisals are required for 

any land the airport wants to pur-
chase. A third appraiser then re-
views them and looks for mistakes. 
When they are correct, the appraiser 
recommends one to the commission 
which forwards it to the state for ap-
proval before an offer can be made 
to the landowner. 

F.H. Whipple and Associates of 
Northfield narrowly missed being 
given the same ultimatum by turn-
ing in late appraisals Wednesday be-
fore the commission met to discuss 
the problem. 

The two companies were hired last  

fall to appraise 32 pieces of land the 
airport needs to complete its capital 
improvements plan — which in-
cludes the relocation of the intersec-
tion of Hintz and Wolf roads and the 
Wheeling drainage ditch. 

At the time they were given the 
contracts, both companies said they 
could meet the 30-day completion pe-
riod for each appraisal. But when 
called on the carpet, they told com-
missioners the work was more in-
volved than they believed when they 
agreed to do the job. 

"Frankly, the process took quite a 
bit longer than I anticipated," Bel-
monte said. "I feel the level of re- 

view was very particular ar 
unique. I was unaware of the 
the review appraiser in t 
stance." 

Ken Polach, of William A. I\ 
and Associates of Chicag 
served as the airport's revi 
praiser in every land purchas 
made, said Airport Manager I 
Stewart. 

While Polach said he is stri 
detail than some other appr 
commissioners laid the bla:  
the delay at the feet of Starkrr 
Whipple and agreed to pay t' 
an additional $5,700 for the 
took to fix up the pair's work. 
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Now's your chance to give 
Wheeling police an earful 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling residents ho want to beef or 
throw bouquets at the police or other village 
staffs now have their chance. Starting this 
week, police and other village personnel can 
be found asking residents questions - not 
about their own failings, but about those of 
the questioners. 

The anonymous survey, a pet project of 
Police Chief Mike Haeger, asks residents 
how they feel about the police, fire depart-
ment, public works, community development, 
the park district, the Pavilion Senior Center 
and how things are working out in their own 
neighborhoods. 

Plain-clothes officers and social workers 
will appear in several locations over the next 
couple of weeks: 

IN Saturday August 8th at the Lexington 
Commons, Poolside 9 a.m. to 3 p.m, 

II Tuesday, Aug. 11, Whippletree Mobile 
Home Park, Clubhouse, 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

II Wednesday Aug. 12, Euclid Terrace 
parking lots, 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

• Friday Aug. 14, Chelsea Cove club-
house, 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

• Monday Aug 17, Cameo Apartments 
lobby, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

All Wheeling personnel will be identified 
by a badge on their shirts and blouses, 
according to Kobishop. 

The process will continue through the 
summer, and Wheeling crime prevention-
community relations officer Barb Kobishop 
said Monday that she's looking for volun-
teers to help distribute surveys in their 
neighborhood, with the accompaniment of 
police officers. Those interested should call 
her at 459-2693. 

She said the department is hoping to get 
the opinions of at least 15 percent of resi-
dents, and will try to get that percentage not 
only village-wide, but from each corner of 
every neighborhood. That way, no portion of 
a large area like Dunhurst would dominate 
opinion of the entire Dunhurst area. 

_ 
Residents can speak out about cable 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily  Herald  Staff Writer  

Wheeling residents who want to 
voice their opinion about the cable 
television service provided to them 
by TCI will get their chance today 
when the village board holds a public 
hearing. 

Village officials are holding two 
hearings: one for residents to speak 
about cable service in conjunction 
with TCI's 10-year performance re-
view, and one in conjunction with a 
proposed amendment to the village's 
cable franchise agreement with TCI 
that would allow the cable company  

to switch from a dual-cable to single-
cable system. 

"We want to encourage anyone 
who has comments to come to the 
meeting," said Wheeling Assistant 
Village Manager Joni Beaudry. 
"People can also submit comments 
in writing if they cannot make the 
meeting." 

The two public hearings - which 
will begin at 8 p.m. in the council 
chambers at village hall, 255 W. Dun-
dee Road - are required under the 
village's cable franchise agreement 
with TCI. 

Wheeling trustees have been con-
templating the switch to a single- 

cable system since first approached 
by TCI representatives about the 
idea last year. The current 15-year 
cable franchise agreement does not 
expire until 1996. 

TCI representatives say the switch 
will mean Wheeling residents can 
expect fewer cable outages and in 
many cases reduced cable rates, be-
cause those• with converter boxes 
and cable-ready televisions and vi-
deo cassette recorders will no longer 
need the converter box. 

Kelvin Fee, general manager of 
TCI, has said 40 percent of all ser-
vice calls in Wheeling are converter 
box-related. 

If the change is approved by the 
village board, residents can expect 
their basic cable rate to drop by 
$3.40, but those who still need a con-
verter box will be charged $2 per 
month for the box. 

How long the lower rates would re-
main in effect is uncertain, because 
TCI usually raises the rates on an 
annual basis. • 

Fee said several neighboring com-
munities, including Arlington 
Heights and Northbrook, have al-
ready made the switch with success-
ful results. 

Comments made at the public 
hearings will be kept on file. 

Wheeling surveys residents 
on needs f 'community 
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BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents will have 
their chance to help create a wish 
list of sorts for the community 
when they answer a survey con-
ducted by the village's communi-
ty needs assessment team. 

The team - made up of mem-
bers of the police department, vil-
lage administration and the park 
district - will begin conducting 
the survey today in the Cedar 
Run subdivision and hopes to hit 
most Wheeling neighborhoods by 
the end of September. 

"From my perspective this is a 
chance to get direct input from 
people who live in Wheeling," 
said Village Manager Craig G. 
Anderson. "Are we providing the 
service we should be providing? 
There are a series of broad and 
specific questions that will help 
us determine if needs are being 
met or if there are particular is-
sues we should be looking at." 

The team is starting in the vil-
lage's multi-family housing de-
velopments but all neighborhoods 
eventually can expect a visit. 

Crime Prevention Officer Bar-
bara Kobishop said the team is 
beginning with the multi-family  

housing developments because of 
the number of common areas 
where it can set up and attract 
people to fill out the survey. "We 
will initially be setting up tables 
in the common areas - lobbies, 
club houses and swimming 
pools," she said. "We are looking 
for 15 percent of the population in 
a particular area to fill out the 
survey." 

Kobishop said the village's 
community development depart-
ment has divided Wheeling into 
subdivisions and neighborhoods 
to be surveyed. 

Anderson said the information 
gathered from the surveys will be 
useful as the village moves 
toward its goal of providing a 
more community-oriented public 
service approach. 

"We need to know what the 
needs of our residents are before 
we can use a coordinated inter-
departmental approach to meet-
ing those needs," he said. 

And it is likely the information 
will be used as the police depart-
ment looks at a community-ori-
ented policing program where pa-
trol officers may walk a beat or 
stop and talk with residents as 
they drive through neighbor-
hoods. 
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Cable viewers 
being promised 
rosy picture 

Lexington Commons grills 
village board on road work 
BY BONNIE BOOTH ly are awaiting the widening of 
Daily Herald Staff Writer McHenry Road, which is two 

lanes as it goes past the subdivi-
sion, will have to wait a little 
longer. While the installation of a 
traffic light at Lexington Drive 
and McHenry Road has alleviat-
ed some problems residents had 
getting to and from their homes 
during rush hours, they say the 
road still is too congested. 

Anderson said he recently met 
with a representative from the 
Illinois Department of Transpor-
tation who said the road is sched-
uled for improvement some time 
in its multi-year plan but could 
not give a firm date. 

"Although we have expressed 
concern with widening and im-
provements both north and south, 
motorists get to Wheeling and 
there is a bottleneck," he said. "I 
have to think with the problems 
that state is having with funding 
it will be later rather than 
sooner." 

Anderson said the village board 
is willing to take its committee 
meetings to any neighborhood 
with the space to hold a meeting. 

"It's a great opportunity to find 
out what's going in the communi-
ty," said Jim Miller, of the home-
owners association. 

By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling cable TV con-
sumers are being promised a 
clearer picture, fewer out-
ages, half the wiring, and 
fewer converter boxes, at a 
price $3.40 less than what 
they're paying now. 

Wheeling will join most of 
the area, and most other TCI 
customers, in one-cable ser-
vice. Within the month, sub-
scribers will be able to 
eschew the "A" cable and 
run just on the "B." 

Converter boxes for cable-
ready sets will no longer be 
necessary, except if owners 
subscribe to Cinemax or The 
Movie Channel. The first 
box will be free, but more 
will cost $2 each. Owners of 
old -fashioned sets will also 
have to rent $2 converters. 

No longer will residents 
have to pay a monthly fee to 
connect extra sets. They will 
also be able to plug in the 
'B' cable themselves, though 
TCI workers will travel door 
to door in the evenings to do 
it for them. 

But the new franchise 
and conversion agreements 
inked between the village 
and TCI are not all gold. 
The number of channels will 
halve along with the number 
of cables, from 120 to 60, 
though few of those extra 
channels are used now. The 
number of educational and 
government access access 
channels will drop from 12 
to eight. 

However, Wheeling resi-
dents will now be able to 
use their very own remote 
controls they bought with 
their sets, as other one-cable 
subscribers do. "Picture-in-
picture" sets can now oper-
ate as intended, and sub-
scribers will get real stereo, 
too, if they have the receiv-
ers for it. 

Basic-service rates drop 
from $20.95 to $17.55 on the 
next billing cycle, though 
it's still up in the air what 
future costs will be. Wheel-
ing, like other municipali-
ties, cannot legally control 
rates. But legislators in the 
House and Senate are cur-
rently wrestling with lobby-
ists and each other over 
competing bills to allow 
them to do so. 

Wheeling can even now 
invite competition. But Vil-
lage President Sheila 
Schultz said, "It's not a 
monopoly, but it is one as 
far as economic practicality 
goes. No one else would 
want to put in cable ... and 
TCI owns the cable that's in  

there." 
Village trustees decided 

to hold a public hearing to 
listen to subscribers' 
thoughts on a decade of TCI 
service Monday at the same 
time they were voting on the 
new agreements. Stuart Sha-
piro was one homeowner 
who had gripes against TCI, 
and he didn't even have the 
service. 

That's one of the prob-
lems. He said he called TCI 
long before he moved into 
the new Picardy Place sub-
division, and three months 
after he moved in, TCI is 
getting ready to lay cable. 

"I resent them tearing up 
my lawn to put in things 
that should have been put in 
months ago ... if I ran my 
insurance agency like they 
run their company, I'd be 
out of business." 

As soon as TCI General 
Manager Kelvin Fee, excus-
ing his company, said it was 
difficult to get easements -
permission to use land for 
the cables - Wheeling com-
munity Development Direc-
tor Mike Klitzke interrupted 
him. 

"I get very distressed 
when I hear there are no 
easements," said Klitzke. 
"With the exception of two 
lots, there were easements 
on the original plat of sub-
division. 

"We got the permit plans 
(from TCI) about three 
weeks ago." 

Some residents, like 
David Danby, told stories of 
cable arrogance. 

He drew laughter when 
he said, "I had cable 
installed just over a year 
ago. (The converter box) did 
not work. 

"The guy said, 'you'll 
have to get that fixed.' " 

Danby said he wound up 
driving the converter box to 
TCI's Mt. Prospect office for 
exchange. 

He read from a Sept., 
1991 Consumer Reports that 
listed TCI far the worst of 
five American cable compa-
nies studied. 

Fee said the data used by 
the magazine was from 1990, 
"when we were in the mid- 
dle of an electronic 
upgrade ... at that time it 
may have described the sit-
uation ... but it sure doesn't 
describe it today." 

Fee and the subscribers 
sparred over the company's 
$5 late charge, he claiming it 
is not assessed for a month 
after a bill is due, them 
claiming it's assessed much 
more quickly, and it's too 
high whenever it's charged. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees got some 
good news recently when they 
took their first look at the vil-
lage's transitional plan for com-
plying with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

It looks like the village will not 
have to pay as much as some sur-
rounding municipalities to bring 
its buildings and entrances to 
those buildings into compliance 
with the act. 

While Buffalo Grove may have 
to spend $1.25 million on renova-
tions that will make their build-
ings handicapped accessible and 
enlarge them to accomodate ad-
ditional village staff, Wheeling of-
ficials are anticipating expendi-
tures of $30,000 to make changes 
at village hall, the Pavilion Senior 
Center and the operations and 
maintenance building. 

"We are fortunate that this is a 
single-story facility," said Joni 
Beaudry, assistant village mana-
ger. "This plan does not address 
our back areas, just public areas 
like the council chambers, exteri-
or restrooms and foyers and hall-
ways within departments." 

Under the ADA, municipalities, 
park districts, municipal build-
ings, restaurants, hotels and vir- 

The Wheeling village board 
took its show on the road Monday 
giving more than 40 residents of 
Lexington Commons a chance to 
ask questions on issues they are 
concerned about. 

Topping the list was the widen-
ing of Lake-Cook and McHenry 
roads, the two main thorough-
fares that sandwich the town 
house development. 

And while residents received 
good reports about the Lake-Cook 
Road widening, the news about 
McHenry Road was less encour-
aging. 

Lexington Commons residents 
are not looking forward to the 
proposed widening of Lake-Cook 
Road because it would bring the 
thoroughfare closer to some of 
their back yards. 

The residents were pleased to 
hear Village Manager Craig G. 
Anderson tell them he has heard 
no further talk about the widening 
of the road from four to six lanes. 

But Anderson said construction 
of a Lake-Cook Road overpass at 
Milwaukee Avenue is expected to 
begin next year. 

However, residents who eager- 

Wheeling's costs low compared 
to some for ADA requirements 

YA tually every other structure used 
by the public, cannot discrimi-
nate based on disability. 

The transitional plan is now 
available for public comment and 
Beaudry encourages anyone who 
would like to take a look at it to go 
to village hall at 255 W. Dundee 
Road before Friday. 

"There are people there who 
may be handicapped and have 
had problems that are not ad-
dressed in the plan," Beaudry 
said. "It would be great if some-
one from the community wants to 
comment on the plan." 

Scott Shirley, assistant director 
of operations and maintenance, 
said most of the changes that will 
need to be made to village build-
ings are minimal and that the 
$30,000 figure is a very rough esti-
mate. 

He said some door closures will 
need to be replaced so they do not 
provide as much resistance, some 
of the handicapped parking stalls 
may need to be enlarged, and 
some sidewalks may need to be 
repaired so they are even. 

Village staff formulated the 
transitional plan with help from a 
representative from the Depart-
ment of Rehabilitative Services. 

Under the ADA a transitional 
plan has to be filled by January 
1993 and the changes must be 
completed by January 1995. 

• 



Rob Dicker/Pioneer Press 

How are we doing? 
Bertha Sanchez, a community liason for 
the Wheeling Police Department, helps 
Wheeling residents Saturday with commu- 

C-Ou  r ;)_si 

nity needs assessment surveys. The surveys 
will give the police an idea how well they're 
handling their jobs, and how to improve. 

Movement to make market flee 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The management of the 
Twin Drive-In at Hintz and 
Milwaukee has applied to 
Cook County for a special-
use permit to operate a flea 
market there. 

It's about time. There's 
been a flea market there on 
warm Sundays for as long 
as anyone can remember. 

Wheeling Village Man-
ager Craig Anderson thinks 
he might know why there's  

a sudden rush for respect-
ability on the part of Loew's 
Chicago Cinemas, which 
owns the Twin. 

A question of value 
"They might be trying to 

enhance the value of the 
property. Having a legiti-
mate flea market business 
would make the property 
much more valuable." 

That is of considerable 
concern to the Village of 
Wheeling, and to Prospect  

Heights as well. They 
jointly own the Palwaukee 
airport, just south of the 
Twin's 34 acres. And they 
are on record as intending 
to buy the land, mainly for 
"clear space" in case of 
landing or take-off trouble. 
And they have plans to use 
the property to accommo-
date a shunt of Wheeling's 
drainage ditch. 

If they wind up trying to 
condemn the land, which 
seems likely, a judge might 

(Continued on page 13) 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The Americans with Disa7  
bilities Act is bringing big 
changes, especially on the 
municipal level, but if peo-
ple keep talking, they'll get 
through it. 

That's the advice of 
Charles Linster, Buffalo 
Grove's chairman of its com-
mission on residents with 
disabilities. Though consis-
tent discrimination has 
robbed him and other disa-
bled people "of his citizen-
ship," he hopes the act will 
be used "not as a weapon, 
but as a tool." 

"It'll put a bad taste in 
people's mouths if you ram-
rod it through," he said. 
"The real world will never 
be totally accessible" for 
people like him, in a wheel-
chair since he broke his 
neck in a gymnastics acci-
dent at 16. 

"I've seen things improve 
over the last 27 years, and 
I'm sure it will be better 27 
years from now," said Lins-
ter, 43. "We should handle 
disputes the way Abe Lin-
coln said — with friendly 
persuasion." 

Big money 
His town is spending $1.7 

million to get its 15 public 
structures, plus sidewalks, in 
compliance with the act and 
accessible to most handi-
capped by 1995. Wheeling 
will likely spend about a 
third of that, mainly because 
its public buildings were 
built later, and don't have 
basements or second floors. 

But both towns will have 
to deal with ramps on the 
sidewalks, and that's where 
the friendly persuasion 
comes in. ADA standards, 
unlike older ones from the 
federal government, require 
municipalities to set approx-
imately 5/8-inch "truncated 
domes" into the concrete 
ramps, to allow for people 
with marginal sight. Their 
canes would pick out the 
raised domes. 

The little bumps seem 
benign. Combined with the 
required coloring of the 
ramps, they would make  

things a lot easier for the 
"partially sighted," and 
wouldn't bother anyone else. 

Until it snows. 
Scott Shirley, Wheeling's 

assistant director of opera-
tions and maintenance, has 
told his bosses that the little 
bumps make it nearly 
impossible to plow the 
ramps. The powered snow-
plows the village uses for 
sidewalks along its main 
drags would catch on the 
bumps, breaking the nubs, 
chipping the blade and not 
plowing a lot of the snow. 
And leaving the snow might 
make the ramps far more 
dangerous for many people 
than old-fashioned high 
curbs. 

Over the last ten years, 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove 
have required, like most 
towns, "brush-finish" ramps 
every time a new sidewalk 
was laid, or an old one fixed. 
If the new standards are fol-
lowed to the letter of the 
law, the final three feet of 
each one will have to be 
ripped out and replaced with 
the nubby ones. 

The Northwest Municipal 
Conference, prodded by 
member municipalities, is 
lobbying the state to dicker 
with the feds about the 
ramps, and other details in 
the act. They hope they'll be 
able to satisfy the texture 
requirement on the ramps 
by pressing a grate into wet 
concrete on the ends of 
them to produce a relatively 
flat version that could be 
plowed or shoveled more 
easily. 

But nothing is perfect. 
Linster said two partially-
sighted members of his com-
mission have been vocifer-
ous in their support of the 
truncated domes, partly 
because the grated version 
could become nearly unde-
tectable if it was impacted 
with dirt. 

"If they had their druth-
ers, they'd rather have the 
truncated domes," he said. 
"But we haven't resolved 
the issues on recommenda-
tion." 

"The concrete people are 
going nuts," he added. 
"They literally don't know 
how to do it." 

ADA should be 
tool, not weapon 

think property with a legit 
flea market was worth more 
than one without, and require 
Wheeling to spend it. 

Loew's officials didn't 
return calls, and they haven't 
talked to Wheeling, either, 
according to Anderson. They 
don't have to, because the 
Twin is in unincorporated 
Cook County. 

No fleas please 
Monday, Wheeling trustees 

voted unanimously for a reso-
lution opposing granting the 
special use by the county. 
They planned to send Ander-
son to the hearing last Fri-
day, but Loew's postponed it, 
citing injury to one of its 
principals, according to an 
official of the county zoning 
.)oard of appeals. 

She said that Anderson 
shouldn't hold his breath 
waiting for the new hearing 
date. "We're booked through 
September, and we're so 
backed up it probably won't 
be until October or Novem-
ber," she said. 

Police 
Wheeling Police say 

they've entered the flea mar-
ket grounds 15 times during 
the last three years, to assist 
sheriff's deputies. Five of 
those visits resulted in dis-
covery of illegal weapons pos-
gecsinn or sales 

Deputy Police Chief Mike 
Hermes said those weapons 
have included guns, throwing 
stars and fighting sticks. 

Traffic jam 
Wheeling Village President 

Sheila Schultz said that the 
flea causes "horrendous" 
traffic problems. "They have 
people go out and stop traffic 
on Hintz Road to let the peo-
ple out of there," she said. 

Anderson said there are 
typically illegal parkers on 
Hintz Road on the lot's north 
end. 

Last Sunday, there were a 
lot of cars parked on Hintz's 
shoulder again, but at about 1 
p.m. a county squad car came 
by and ticketed them all. 
There was really no reason to 
illegally park, because the 
flea market charges admis-
sion by the person, with cars 
free, and there was plenty of 
parking within. 

Weapons 
The only weapons visible 

were some legal Buck-type 
knives being sold by Glen-
view's Len Glick, who was 
selling them along with other 
sporting goods, such as fish-
ing poles. 

Glick wasn't worried that 
Wheeling wanted the flea 
market closed. "If it closes 
here, I'll just go someplace 
else or retire." he said. 
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gered and threatened species in Lake County in 
the 20th Century. "That is by far, the highest of 
any Illinois county," said James Herkert of the 
Illinois Endangered Protection Species Board. 

Cook County is in second place with 179. 
McHenry is in third place with 157, he said. 

"Lake County also has the highest number of 
endangered and threatened species in the state 
known to exist in the county within the last 10 
years," added Herkert. These 116 species include 
91 plants, 16 birds, eight fish and one reptile. 

Lake County far outshines the others because 
it has more diverse habitats, said Dan Brouillard, 
conservation supervisor for the Lake County For-
est Preserve District where many of these species 
live and are protected. 

Upland forests provide habitat for the endan-
gered Cooper's hawk and the threatened veery, 
birds which have nested at MacArthur Woods in 
Vernon Hills. Forests near the banks of rivers 
provide habitat for the threatened dog violet seen 

Cuba Marsh in Buffalo Grove and the Des 
Plaines River Wetlands Demonstration Project in 
Wadsworth. Endangered great egrets use thesear-
eas to forage for food. 

Bogs, remnants of the glacial age in northern 
Illinois, provide habitat for endangered species, 
too. Endangered pitcher plants thrive at Volo 
Bog, west of Mundelein. 

At the bog, too, live three endangered orchids 
including the rose pogonia or snake-mouth. 

At Grant Woods in Lake Villa, endangered 

we- aon t xnow wnor me rarrnncorions—coula 
be on an entire ecosystem once one species is 
lost," said Herkert. "Ecosystems are complex. 
Their survival hinges on a delicate balance," he 
said. "Once one species is lost, many others 
could follow. 

"We have a responsibility to preserve this 
diversity of species in Lake County," said Dennis 
Laurie, natural resources manager for the Forest 
Preserve. "People are looking for ways to justify 
protecting endangered species," said Laurie. 
"They point to the fact that some of these spe- 
cies may provide a cure for cancer." 

Indeed, the Madagascar periwinkle, used in 
treating childhood leukemia, no longer grows in 
South American rain forests. 

"That's important," said Laurie. "But what 
about also preserving diversity for its beauty one 
for the stability it provides to our ecosystems?' 
he said. 

Threatened species depend on regulations 
By SHERYL DE VORE 

STAFF WRfTER 

What happens to some of 
116 state-endangered and 
threatened species living in 
Lake County hinges on 
decisions being made in 
Congress regarding the Fed-
eral Endangered Species 
Act. The Act is scheduled 
for reauthorization this 
year. 

But a state endangered  

species act and an Illinois 
Endangered Species Protec-
tion Board created in 1973, 
about the same time the 
federal Act was created, 
may continue to protect cer-
tain species. 

A decision on renewing 
the Act probably won't 
occur until after the Novem-
ber election, said Susan 
Lauzon, executive director 
of the IESPB. 

The federal and state acts  

both provide for an endan-
gered and threatened spe- 
cies list. Federally 
endangered refers to species 
which are in danger of 
extinction throughout all or 
a significant portion of their 
range. 

Species which could 
become extinct in Illinois, 
though not necessarily in 
the entire country, are also 
listed as endangered in the 
state. 

Threatened species refers 
to those which are likely to 
become endangered. 

The Illinois Act prohibits 
the possession, taking, 
transportation or sale of any 
listed animals or products 
of such animals without 
permission from the Illinois 
Department of Conserva-
tion. 

Plants are different, how-
ever. They can be sold or 
disposed of with written  

permission of a landowner. 
But endangered plants are 
often so difficult to identify 
that they could be disturbed 
without anyone knowing it, 
said Dan Brouillard, conser-
vation supervisor for the 
Lake County Forest Pre-
serve District. 

Special interest groups 
are lobbying Congress to 
provide some accommoda-
tion in the federal Act. Such 

(Continued on next page) 
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' Wheeling trustees ask county to reject flea market permit 

verybody assumed the flea market 
had a special use permit also." 

—Nicholas Phillips, secretary of the 
Cook County Zoning Board of Appeals 

BY BONNIE BOOTH e*  
Daily Herald  Staff Writer 

8 
 ./  

Wheeling trustees have passed a 
resolution asking the Cook County 
Zoning Board of Appeals to deny the 
Twin Drive-in Theater's request for 
a special use permit to continue to 
operate a weekend flea market on 
the theater grounds. 

While the flea market has been op-
erating at the drive-in, at 1000 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., for several years,  

Nicholas Phillips, secretary of the 
Cook County Zoning Board of 
Appeals, said it only recently came 
to light that the drive-in, owned by 
Lowes Chicago Cinemas Inc., did not 
have a permit to do so. 

He said complaints from people 
who live along Hintz Road, where 
flea market customers have been 
known to park illegally, prompted 
the Cook County building depart-
ment to investigate the matter. 

"The complaints filtered down 

through channels prompting the 
building department to check into 
the legality of the flea market," 

Phillips said. "Everybody assumed 
the flea market had a special use 
permit also." 

The drive-in use also requires a 
special use fee that was granted 
when the drive-in opened nearly 30 
years ago, Phillips said. 

And Wheeling trustees, who have 
been unhappy with the flea market 
for several years, are taking this op-
portunity to register their opposi-
tion. 

"Our real objection is that it 
doesn't have the proper special use 
and we have had problems," said 
Wheeling Village Manager Craig G.  

Anderson. "This is our opportunity 
to say we object to a special use." 

Anderson said parking problems 
are not the only ones created by the 
flea market. 

Although the Cook County Sheriff's 
Department is responsible for law 
enforcement at the drive-in because 
it is in unincorporated Cook County, 
the Wheeling Police Department is 
often called to the flea market if 
there are no sheriff's police in the 
area. 

Inspectors can hand out citations 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling's building inspectors 
have been given the power to issue 
citations for various violations of the 
village's building and zoning codes, 
but officials aren't expecting a rash 
of ticket writing to accompany that 
power. 

Six people from the community de-
velopment department — who per-
form building, plumbing and electri-
cal inspections — have been granted 
the power, which was formally held 
only by members of the police de-
partment. Previously, inspectors  

who found a violation would have 
had to call a patrolman or a commu-
nity service officer to issue the cita-
tion. And any follow up court appear-
ances, if necessary, would have to 
have been made by both the inspec-
tor and the officer. 

"This makes the process more ef-
ficient," said Village Manager Craig 
G. Anderson. "Only the inspector 
will have to go to court and if it is an 
immediate problem the citation 
could be issued immediately." 

And he said the change is not ex-
pected to affect the way the inspec-
tion procedure is handled now. 

"This is pretty common in other  

communities," Anderson said. "We 
are training the inspectors but they 
are pretty much aware of how the 
process works." 

Building inspectors may find vio-
lations of village codes in a variety 
of ways, including spotting them as 
inspectors traverse the village and 
investigating complaints generated 
by residents and village staff. 

Klitzke said community service of-
ficers issued between eight and 10 ci-
tations for community development 
inspectors last year. 

Fire Chief Keith MacIsaac asked 
for, and received, the power to issue 
citations for fire inspectors last  

year. 
He said his inspectors have had to 

issue only one citation since being 
given the power. 

"When we were given the power 
we didn't think we would need it very 
often," said MacIsaac. "And that 
has turned out to be the case." 

But he said he can see how com-
munity development may have more 
cases that would get to the citation 
stage. 

"I can see how they may have a 
higher usage due to the nature of 
their interface with construction is-
sues and property issues," MacIsaac 
said. 

Group begins quest for ethnic uni 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Members of the Wheeling Town-
ship Unity Task Force, organized 
two months ago to promote cultural 
and ethnic understanding in the 
area, will make their first big push 
toward that aim this week when they 
hold a unity picnic. 

The picnic will be held Saturday 
from 3 p.m. until 6 p.m. at Heritage 
Park, 222 S. Wolf Road in Wheeling. 
While several local restaurants will 
be on hand to offer free bites of eth-
nic foods, task force members are 
asking those attending the picnic to  

bring a dish that represents their 
ethnic heritage to share with others. 

Kamal Zaretsky, founder of the 
task force, said she is hoping at least 
150 Wheeling area residents will at-
tend the picnic and that it will be the 
beginning of a greater understand-
ing among the many cultures that 
now populate the area. 

"I am finding that people aren't 
entirely understanding of what a uni-
ty picnic is," Zaretsky said. "The 
emphasis is to try to bring people of 
diverse backgrounds together in an 
atmosphere that is fun and friendly 
so they can appreciate various cul-
tures." 

And she said she hung about 50 fli-
ers in the windows of local business-
es and task force members have 
used word-of-mouth to bring people 
to the park. 

Zaretsky started thinking about 
forming the group several months 
ago after a conversation with her 
daughters about the way students 
are relating to each other in school. 

"We are all different, but we are 
all the same," Zaretsky said. "And 
the key to solving some of these 
problems is relationship-building." 

About 14 people are involved in the 
group, including representatives of 
the Wheeling Park District and the 

Wheeling Police Department. 
Zaretsky said she is organizing 

some games for the picnic and also 
hopes to line up musical entertain-
ment. Face painting will be avail-
able for children. A grill will be 
available for anyone wanting to cook 
out. 

Wheeling Village President Sheila 
H. Schultz will kick off the event with 
a short speech. 

On hand serving food will be The 
Pita Inn, El Famous Burrito, 
Kawabe Sushi and Wa-Pa-Ghettis 
Pizza. Sam's Club is providing cups 
and napkins. 
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Colonial 
Townhomes 

Resident input sought 
for Disabilit.  • s Act 

ee6 L,& 
Attention, disabled residents of 

Wheeling: the village needs your 
help. In order to comply with the 
Americans With Disabilities Act, 
the village will be making reason-
able accommodations on their 
buildings to aid our residents with 
disabilities. If you would like to 
give your input into this project 
or if you require specific accom-
modations for a village service, 
the village welcomes your call. 

For input or information, con-
tact Joni Beaudry, assistant vil-
lage manager, at 459-2600. 

Wheelmen awards 
Congratulations to Joan Seged-

ie and Ralph Pedraja, members 
of the Wheeling Wheelmen Bicy-
cle Club who are topping the list 
of the Women's and Men's High-
est Mileage List for 1992. Joan 
has logged 2,003 miles already 
this year, and Ralph has ridden 
3,251 miles. 

Following Joan on the Women's 
list are: Lotti Dolce with 1,671 
miles; Charlene Blake, 1,287 
miles; Carol Passowic, 1,233 
miles; Fran Green, 879 miles; 
Judy Hattendorf, 802 miles; San-
dy Holzrichter, 658 miles; Janie 
Neuman, 638 miles; Virginia Sa-
vio, 549 miles; and Mary Eliza-
beth Ferraro, 543 miles. 

Edging up on Ralph on the 
Men's list are: Wayne Segedie 
with 3,202 miles; Woyteck 
Morajko, 1,993 miles; Ed 
Leidecker, 1,917 miles; Dave 
Ebert, 1,517 miles; Steve 
Rodgers, 1,479 miles; Dennis 

Lisa 
Schab 

Wheeling 

Berg, 1,290 miles; Clay Bannis-
ter, 1,228 miles; Al Berman, 1,213 
miles; and Rick Arnopolin with 
1,104 miles. 

The Wheelmen take regular 
weekend and weeknight rides 
throughout the summer months. 
For more information, call the 
Club Hotline at (312) 989-7373. 

Fee waivers 
The High School District 214 

Board of Education reminds 
Wheeling residents that if your 
child will be attending Wheeling 
High School or another District 
214 high school for the fall semes-
ter, they may be eligible for a 
waiver of school fees. 

The following requirements of 
the parent or guardian are neces-
sary: If the student is currently 
eligible for free lunches or break-
fasts under the Community 
School lunch program; if the stu-
dent's household is one whose 
gross income is at or below the in-
come standards which are pro-
vided annually for free meals 
from the federal school lunch pro-
gram; or if the family experienc-
es a very significant loss of in-
come due to severe illness or inju-
ry in the family. 

Wheeling annexes two parcels 
of rope at major crossroads 

Y BONNIE 00TH
,  r  

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Village of Wheeling grew a 
little bit Monday, after trustees 
voted to annex two pieces of prop-
erty. 

Trustees voted to annex the 
northwest corner of Hintz Road 
and Milwaukee Avenue and the 
northeast corner of Buffalo Grove 
and Aptakisic roads. 

A public storage facility sits on 
the corner of Hintz Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue, and Finance 
Manager Bob Fialkowski, who is 
acting village manager this week, 
said the village had an agreement 
with the property owner. 

"When this property was devel-
oped, there was an agreement that 
it would be annexed into the vil-
lage upon completion," Fialkowski 
said. 

Annexation of the property at 
the northeast corner of Buffalo  

Grove and Aptakisic roads may 
prove to be a little more compli-
cated. 

Ronald Herff, executor of the es-
tate owning the 1.7-acre site, told 
trustees he filed a petition of vol-
untary annexation with the Village 
of Buffalo Grove earlier Monday. 

And Village Attorney James 
Rhodes acknowledge that he had 
heard from Buffalo Grove Village 
Manager William Balling. 

"William Balling faxed us a let-
ter saying he had discussed the pe-
tition with Mr. Herff, and they an-
ticipate some type of annexation 
action within 90 days," Rhodes 
said. 

Rhodes said the land is to be 
used for multi-family housing on 
Buffalo Grove's comprehensive 
plan, and Wheeling has designated 
the land for commercial use on its 
plan. Herff had indicated he was 
looking for a commercial develop-
er for the property. 

"My main concern is the avail-
ability of hookup for sewer and wa-
ter utilities," Herff said. "It is 
quite a distance to the Village of 
Wheeling, and that is the reason I 
did this (approach Buffalo Grove). 
Without sewer and water, it is not 
feasible to develop commercial-
ly." 

But Rhodes said that there is wa-
ter and sewer service surrounding 
the area that is now the Wal-Mart, 
and that utilities are proposed to 
go along Herff's property and ex-
tend down Buffalo Grove Road. 
Rhodes encouraged village offi-
cials to annex the property Mon-
day. 

"In essence, either municipality 
can involuntarily annex this prop-
erty," Rhodes said. "If Wheeling 
doesn't do it this evening, we lose 
priority." 

Herff was noncommittal about 
whether he would pursue annexa-
tion to Buffalo Grove. 

Town home parking problem discussed 
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Wheeling's Colonial Townhomes 
housing development could be the 
first neighborhood to reap the bene-
fits of the village staff's new "com-
munity-oriented public service" ap-
proach to running the village. 

Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said the new approach is really 
only a small change from the way 
village staff has been doing business. 
"This is a concerted effort to do 
things with a little pro-active inter-
departmental cooperation," he said. 

To that end, several village de-
partment heads recently met with 

Daily Herald Map 

the Colonial Townhomes homeown- 

ers' association to discuss ways to 
solve parking problems that have 
plagued the 72-unit townhouse devel-
opment for several months. 

Current village code stipulates 
that town house complexes must 
have 2.5 parking spaces per unit and 
another 20 percent of that number 
for guest parking, but Colonial has 
only one parking space per unit and 
three or four visitor spaces per 
building. Overnight parking along 
Colonial Drive is illegal. 

Anderson said the overnight park-
ing ban on Colonial Drive might be 
temporarily lifted. However, village 
staff and the homeowners' associa-
tion are looking for a more perma- 

nent solution that would add more 
parking spaces to the development. 

Kanti Thakker, president of the 
homeowners' association, said he 
was happy with the results of the 
meeting — which was attended by 25 
residents. 

The lack of outdoor lighting along 
Colonial Drive also is being ad-
dressed by village staff and the 
homeowners' association. 

Anderson said any cost for addi-
tional lighting or parking would be 
paid by the homeowners, possibly 
through a special service tax dis-
trict. Before that, district could be es-
tablished homeowners have to agree 
to it through a referendum vote. 

Wheeling trustees approve 
home business regulations 

the two businesses that village of- 
Daily Herald Staff Writer ficials said they receive the most 

complaints about — are illegal 
After months of tinkering, re- under the ordinance. 

wording and discussing, Wheeling Only Trustee Joseph Ratajczak 
village trustees passed an ordi- voted against the ordinance. 
nance Monday that will make it "We have people who have run 
legal for residents to operate businesses without complaint," 
some types of businesses out of he said. "And some of them are 
their homes. now going to be penalized." 

While all home businesses had But other trustees said the new 
previously been illegal in the vil- ordinance is fair. 
lages, officials have conceded "I believe this is fairly lenient," 
that the law had been virtually said Trustee Lois Gaffke. "Ev- 
impossible to enforce. And they erything was illegal before. We 
are hoping that while the new law are not asking people to get ,a li- 
will legalize many businesses it cense, there is no registration fee. 
also will make it easier to get rid If they (home businesses) are 
of those that still are illegal. good neighbors, they will never 

Those allowed to do business come to our attention." 
out of their home under the new The ordinance also sets up 
ordinance include computer pro- standards that can be used to 
grammers, lawyers, accountants, judge whether a home business is 
artists, photographers and infringing on the rights of adjoin- 
locksmiths. ing property owners. 

Therapists, social workers, Under some of those standards, 
human service professionals and a business cannot employ people 
teachers also are allowed to oper- not living in the home, have out- 
ate a home business but may not door storage, generate more gar- 
have more than four clients at bage than a normal home would 
one time. Day care and educa- or generate an unusual demand 
tional classes are permitted as for parking space. 
long as they have no more than Village Manager Craig G. An- 
four pupils. derson said the village will con- 

Landscaping and auto repair — tinue to respond to complaints. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 



Overall tax rate Highest rates Overall tax rate Lowest rates 

Homeowners in Hanover Park are taxed at the highest rate in the 
Northwest suburbs. Daily Herald Photo 

Taxpayers paying 
the area's highest 
and lowest rates 

1. Hanover Park (Schaum. Twp.; D54) 10.553 1. S. Barrington (D220; Countryside Fire) 6.549 
2. Hanover Park (Hanover Twp; D46) 10.552 2. Barrington (D220) 7.090 
3. Hoffman Estates (Schaum. Twp; 054) 10.523 3. Barrington Hills (Barr Twp.; 0220) 7.211 
4. Palatine (Pal. Twp.; D15; Salt Creek) 10.349 4. Elk Grove VII. (D59; EG Twp; EG Parks) 7.240 
5. Streamwood (Han. Twp.; D46) 10.317 5. Des Plaines (EG Twp.; D59) 7.639 
6. Hoffman Estates (Pal. Twp.; D15) 10.275 6. Arlington Heights (EG Twp.; D59) 7.693 
7. Bartlett (Han. Twp.; D46) 10.119 7. Mount Prospect (EG Twp.; D59) 8.033 
8. Rolling Meadows (Schaum. Twp.; D54) 10.094 8. Des Plaines (Maine Twp.; D62) 8.183 
9. Rolling Meadows (Pal. Twp.; D15) 9.919 9. Hoffman Estates (Barr Twp.: D220) 8.375 

10. Arlington Heights (Pal. Twp.; D15) 9.606 10. Inverness (Pal Twp.; D15; no park) 8.388 

The largest increases and decreases in Northwest Cook County 

LARGEST INCREASE 
Major taxing body Increase 

LARGEST DECREASE 
Major taxing body Decrease 

1. Barrington-Countryside Fire 100.70 1. Barrington Park District -26.98 
2. Prospect Heights Rural Fire 37.16 2. Cook County Forest Preserve -20.00 
3. Oakton Community College 37.00 3. Hoffman Estates Fire Dist. 1 -13.80 
4. Village of Buffalo Grove 
5. Prospect Heights Public Library 

21.06 
20.50 

4. Elk Grove Village (Sch. Twp.) 
5. Hanover Park Park Dist. 

-11.16 
-11.11 

6. Village of South Barrington 20.16 6 Metropolitan Water Reclamation -8.19 
7. Elgin Community College 19.49 7. Bartlett Public Library -6.35 
8. Arlington Heights Park Dist. (EG Twp.) 14.85 8. Unit Dist. 300 -6.10 
9. Elk Grove Village (EG Twp.) 14.85 9. Barrington Public Library -5.84 

10. South Barrington Park Dist. .14.17 10. Village of Hanover Park -5.53 
Source: Cook County clerk's office 

BY MICHELLE MARTIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Property tax figures on the rise 
Wheeling 
area to see 
hikes of 
5-8 percent 

g-aa- cyD-, 

Homeowners in Wheeling and 
the Cook County portion of Buffa-
lo Grove can expect an increase 
of at least a couple of hundred 
dollars in their property tax bills 
for the second half of 1991. 

For a typical Wheeling home, 
the total tax rate - which in-
cludes the levy requests filed by 
all taxing bodies - rose 5.64 per-
cent to $9.041 per $100 of equal-
ized assessed valuation. For a 
typical Buffalo Grove home, the 
total tax rate rose 8.2 percent to 
$9.207 per $100 of equalized as-
sessed valuation. 

That means the tax bill for a 
home with a fair market value of 
$100,000 in Wheeling would be 
$2,562, compared to $2,432 last 
year. For a home valued at 

Unit-by-unit breakdown of 
local tax rates - Page 5 

$100,000 in Buffalo Grove, the bill 
would be $2,609, compared with 
$2,418 last year. 

The tax bills, some of which 
were mailed Friday, could hit 
Northwest suburban doorsteps 
as soon as today. All property 
owners should receive them by 
Aug. 31, and they will be due 
Sept. 25. 

The bills are calculated by 
Cook County, which starts with 
the amount of money local gov-
ernment bodies have asked for 
and divides by the value of prop-
erty to come up with the tax rate. 
That rate then is applied to the 
equalized assessed value of indi-
vidual properties to come up 
with the tax bill. 

Keeping bills up and pushing 
rates down this year is a record 
high multiplier, or equalization  

factor, of 2.0523. The multiplier is 
a number applied to the assessed 
value of property in Cook County 
by the Illinois Department of 
Revenue to assure that property 
in all counties is assessed equal-
ly. While a high equalizer does 
not increase the amount of mon-
ey collected, it raises the equal-
ized assessed valuation and 
lowers rates. 

Wheeling Finance Director 
Robert Fialkowski said the high  

equalizer was probably a factor 
in keeping the village's rate in-
crease to 1.87 percent, to $1.145 
per $100 of equalized assessed 
valuation, despite a 5 percent in-
crease in the amount of money 
requested by the village. 

Buffalo Grove officials said 
they are puzzled by the huge leap 
their tax rate took, increasing 21 
Percent from 95.9 cents to $1.161. 
Finance Director William 

Daily Herald Graphic 

Brimm could not be reached for 
comment Friday, and Village 
Manager William R. Balling said 
the village had expected a much 
smaller increase, along the lines 
of the 3.2 percent increase an-
nounced for the Lake County por-
tion of the village in April. 

Balling said one possibility is 
the state increased the tax rate 

See TAXES on Page 5 

iivkr,3: MIS up in wneenng, 
Cook portion of Buffalo Grove 
Continued from Page 1 

for Cook County residents to make 
up for past years when Lake County 
residents paid more, but there might 
be other explanations. 

Village President Sidney H. Mathi-
as said the village had expected a 
rate increase because new develop-
ment in the village is slowing down. 

"It's basically because develop-
ment has slowed but our expenses 
haven't," said Mathias, who pointed 
to the fact that tax rates in Buffalo 
Grove had gone down during seven 
straight years of heavy develop-
ment, despite rising tax levies. 

Northwest Suburban High School 
District 214 has more bad news for 
taxpayers, who will see the high 
school district's tax rate increase 
11.35 percent, up to $2.158 per $100 of 
equalized assessed valuation. The 
good news is they won't see a similar 
increase next year, said Jonathan 
Swanson, the assistant superintend-
ent for business. 

District 214 raised its levy enough 
to bring the tax rates in its main 
funds, education and building, up to 
their maximum in order to generate 
enough money to help carry it 
through this year and next year, 
Swanson said. 

The district will be able to ask for 
no more money in those funds next  

year because the state Legislature 
called for a one-year freeze in the 
equalized assessed value of property 
in Cook County for next year. Since 
the value of property will not in-
crease, and the two biggest funds 
are already being taxed at the maxi-
mum rate, the district will not be 
able to ask for any more. 

"What we really did was budget on 
a two-year basis," Swanson said. 
"The money we raise this year will 
also help support next year." 

However, tax rates in some of the 
smaller funds will likely increase 
next year, leading to an overall in-
crease of 3 to 5 percent, he said. 
Even so, the district has already 
made cuts in staffing and activities 
and plans to continue those cuts in 
the future, Swanson said. 

The tax rate for Wheeling Town-
ship Elementary District 21 jumped 
10.3 percent, to 2.972. District 21's 
finance director said most of the in-
crease came from the school board's 
attempt to balance the budget in the 
education fund and avoid having to 
transfer money from other funds 
into the education fund. 

This year, with the education fund 
tax rate at a board-imposed limit of 
$2.25 per $100 of equalized assessed 
valuation, the education fund is bal-
anced for the first time in several 
years, he said. 



Hank DeGeorge photo 

Some of the 100 to 150 participants at 
Saturday's picnic in Wheeling take the time 
to enjoy a game of volleyball. The Wheeling 

Township Unity Task Force which organized 
the picnic said it was a beginning in their 
effort to build racial harmony. 

community, with wonderful 
things to offer. 

"Good things come with 
time and patience." 

A ripple 
Village President Sheila 

Schultz agreed. 'What we 
have here is a ripple," she 
said, addressing the picnick-
ers. "Discontent can start 
with a ripple, and so can 
harmony." 

Zaretzky said she plans 
at least four unity events 
per year. The group is work-
ing on a language-barrier- 

busting buddy system at the 
high school, anti-bias work-
shops, and using music as a 
vehicle for inter-cultural 
exploration. 

"We're in this for the 
long haul," she said. "You 
don't just with one picnic 
turn the tide. We have to let 
them know that we want to 
hear what they want to say, 
and it's not a patronizing 
pat on the head." 

Those interested in join-
ing the task force can call 
Carole Hively at the Wheel-
ing Park District, 537-2930. 
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Picnic a ripple in efforts to build race unity 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

1- (71 ,-,;--t- 2y < 1 r)  
The group sponsoring the 

picnic to get Wheeling's var-
ious racial groups talking 
didn't think it would be 
easy, and it wasn't. Satur-
day's picnic drew 100 to 150 
people, but the vast major-
ity of the people who came 
were white. 

There were few Hispanics 
in the crowd to enjoy the 
ethnic food and frienship at 
Heritage Park. There was 
just Bertha Sanchez' family, 
and one other. 

She had thought 35 fami-
lies from St. Joseph the 
Worker Church would come, 
because she had asked 
them to. Sunday, she asked 
them where they were. 

"It was mostly because a 
lot of those people work so 
many hours, and Saturday 
they had to work. 

Barriers 
"I saw a lot of them at 

church today. They have to 
feel comfortable - will they 
be accepted by these peo-
ple? Wherever they go peo-
ple don't treat them with 
respect. And there's the lan-
guage barrier." 

Sanchez is active at 
Wheeling High School far 
beyond her job title of 
instructional assistant for 
the ESL and bilingual  

department. She helps His-
panic, Anglo and other stu-
dents adapt at school, and is 
now also working as a His-
panic liaison with the 
Wheeling Police Dept. 

"With every event, it'll 
get better," said Sanchez. 
"It's going to take time." 

Kamal Zaretzky, presi-
dent of the sponsoring 
Wheeling Township Unity 
Task Force, said Monday 
that though disappointed by 
the Hispanic turnout, "You 
know, I should probably be 
very happy so many white 
people in the community 
are supporting the group. 

"If we don't have the 
support of the white com-
munity, we're not going to 
have any success." 

No crisis 
Ervin McFarland, a Black 

task force member and four-
year Wheeling resident, had 
an opinion on the lack of 
Hispanic turnout. He felt 
that because Wheeling has 
no real crisis in race rela-
tions or gangs, people aren't 
worried enough to think 
about unity. 

A former Glenview resi-
dent, he said that town was 
"older, with a sense of com-
munity, that doesn't take a 
lot of outsiders in. 

"I was in Wheeling a few 
weeks and people treated 
me like I'd been here for  

years," he said. 
Zaretzky said that racial 

strife is "not a problem 
now, but bubbling under the 
a LA/ • 

of communication e en 
Hispanics and other Wheel-
ing residents) are not flow- 

n r  

ing, and need to be 
strengthened a nd 
improved." 

Casa +.rwkima__ -- 

She added that some peo-
ple had told her it "was a  

good time to do it, before 
the (park district) recreation 
center opened, so that 
everybody feels a part of it. 

tnat," e 
soa 

1 m
w, 

- of ppe told me 
l teierring 

both to the new recreation 
(Continued on page 8) 

and aquatic aquatic centers. 
Wheeling Park District 

President Tom Webber, who 
attended the picnic, said 
that no one, from Wheeling 
or anywhere else, would be 
told "you're not good 
enough to swim in our 
pool." That's why non-resi-
dent fees, though higher 
than for Wheeling residents, 
will not be prohibitive. 

He said both the aquatic 
center and the task force 
would "change the reputa-
tion of Wheeling, and how it 
is perceived. It's a great 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
commissioners are still looking to 
1993 as the year when construc-
tion finally gets under way on the 
relocation of the Hintz and Wolf 
Roads intersection. 

That's the latest news from 
Fred Stewart, airport manager, 
to the commissioners, the Pros-
pect Heights City Council and the 
Wheeling Village Board. 

And Stewart said the new offic-
es for the commission, at 1020 
Plant Road, are almost ready to 
be occupied by the airport staff. 
Stewart had originally targeted 
Sept. 1 as the date for moving into 
the building, which was formerly 
occupied by the Brown and Kerr 
Inc. roofing company, but the 
move had to be postponed until a 
road between the new building 
and the airport could be complet-
ed. The $113,824 road will provide 
direct access to the airport for 
snow removal and maintenance 
equipment. 

Commissioners decided to 
make the move earlier this year 
in hopes of returning Hanger One 
to a rental property that could 
generate income for the airport. 

ho will rent the hangar is ex-
pected to be decided later this 
week. 

Stewart said 13 more parcels of 
land needed for the airport im-
provement plan have been ac-
quired since the last time the 
three goups got together in late 
March. And that acquisition con-
tinues to move the two municipal-
ities, which co-own the airport, 
closer to the start of the first 
large-scale phase of the plan, 
which is the intersection reloca-
tion. Stewart said construction of 
two bridges, one on Wolf Road 
and one on Hintz Road, over the 
Wheeling drainage ditch, will 
start next year. 

The Hintz Road bridge is ex-
pected to cost $1.2 million and the 
Wolf Road bridge $795,000. 

Hintz Road could also be moved 
in 1993 at the cost of $2.4 million, 
but the relocation of Wolf Road is 
not projected for construction un-
til 1994 for $3.9 million. 

The intersection of the two 
roads must be moved west to cre-
ate a Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration required clear zone at the 
end of the airport's longest run-
way. The federal government is 
expected to pick up 90 percent of 
the tab for the road relocations. 

Palwaukee manager looks 
to '93 for road relocation 



In an apparent change of heart, 
Wheeling plan commissioners 
voted Thursday to recommend to 
village trustees that they grant a 
special-use permit to two Wheel-
ing men wanting to open a Mexi-
can restaurant in the Gaslight 
Shopping Center on Dundee 
Road. 

Cutberto Sanchez and Ruben 
Acevedo appeared before the 
commission last month, but their 
request was denied because com-
missioners were concerned about 
the insufficient amount of park-
ing spaces at the shopping center. 

But a recent recommendation 
to trustees by the Zoning Board of 
Appeals that they grant a 14-park-

ing space variance for the shop-
ping center took that problem out 
of the hands of the plan commis-
sioners. 

Under the variance recommen-
dation the restaurant would not 
be allowed to have a carry-out 
service menu, and Village 
Planner Mark Janeck said the 
restaurant plans reflect that 
change with the carry-out counter 
being replaced by two seating 
booths in the luncheon area. 

"There cannot be a carry-out 
menu," Mark Janeck said. "If we 
go in and find out they are serving 
carry-out food, the special-use 
permit would have to be re-evalu-
ated." 

Village code requires the res-
taurant, which would have a max-
imum seating capacity of 48 peo-
ple, to have 24 parking spaces. 
However, the entire shopping 
center has only 52 parking spac-
es, of which the proposed restau-
rant would be allotted only eight. 
The variance would reduce the 
required number to 10. 

Shopping center owner Gary 
Solomon said he had talked to the 
owners of the neighboring Ace 
Hardware about a cross-access 
agreement that would allow res-
taurant patrons to park in the 
hardware store parking lot if nec-
essary. 

And he said a verbal agreement 
has been worked out with a writ-
ten one to follow. 

Commissioners then turned 
their attention to the center's 
directory sign — identifying the 
shopping center's tenants — in 
hopes of finding a way to do away 
with it. However, they agreed 
that Solomon would repaint and 
spruce up the old sign. 

tell us about it themselves so 
we can fix it," said Sheryl 
Martinez. 

Strong Street residents say 
they have complaints, too 
— — they say drivers use 
their neighborhood as a cut-
through between Northgate 
Parkway and Wolf Road, and 
hot-rod with impunity. And 
they say if they want to leave 
Wheeling to go someplace 
else where home businesses 
are welcome, they have a 
hard time selling their homes 
because of numerous apart-
ments that have gone up in 
the neighborhood. 

Among the Wheeling trust-
ees, only Joseph Ratajczak 
voted against the measure. 

"I really don't want to 
break anybody's back on 
this," he said. He wanted to 
allow businesses to operate 
"until they became a prob-
lem," because he felt few rep- 

resented big difficulties. 
"I kind of shudder to 

think what would happen in 
all our other (ordinance) clas-
sifications if they were 
"before it becomes a prob-
lem," said Village Attorney 
James Rhodes. 

Leniency 
"I think we're being fairly 

lenient," said Trustee Lois 
Gaffke. "We're not looking to 
get everybody to regis-
ter ... if they're a good neigh-
bor, they're not a problem." 

People with unobtrusive 
businesses, like computer 
programmers, need not 
worry. Day care operators 
must confine themselves to 
four children, other than 
their own. Therapists, consul-
tants and such can't work 
with more than four custom-
ers at a time, either. 

Only residents can be 
employed. No more than 20 
percent of the home can be 
used for the business, and 
the garage can't be filled up 
with business equipment, so 
the car that belongs inside is 

forced onto the street. 
Storage is limited to 100 

cubic feet, which can be 

described by a cube about 

4.65 feet on each side. 

"That's a little small, isn't 

it?"  said Village President 

Sheila Schultz, whose doubts 

were apparently assuaged by 

assurances that the figure 

was typical of other towns'  

ordinance, and represented a 

typical large closet. 

Schultz said that the ordi-

nance shouldn't hurt home 

businesses unless their 

trades "truly become a prob-

lem ... we're not going to 

send a massive police force 

out to handle this."  

Officials recommend permit 
for restaurant in Wheeling 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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Sun sets on Wheeling's home mechanics 
By IRV LEAVITT owns much of the land beneath their homes, ing his landscaping truck elsewhere, though he 

STAFF WRITER though they own separate landscaping busi- will still be technically in violation if he contin- 
tA.- nesses. He said all the tickets were thrown out of ues to run his business out of his Sixth Street 

The days of the shade-tree mechanic, and court. That may not happen in the future. home. He hoped that he could keep his landscap- 
most other residents who choose to run a notice- His daughter-in-law Sheryl Martinez said that ing office there, even if it wasn't legal. 
able business out of their Wheeling homes, may the officers often laid in wait for their trucks to "If that's all you're doing there, we're never 
be numbered. come home and pull into their yards. She and going to know about it," Village Manager Craig 

The Wheeling village council voted Monday to her husband Henry have owned H. Martinez Anderson told him. "I hate to say that about it, 
put teeth in its home-occupations ordinance, pre- Landscaping for 15 years, "but there was no but that's the way it is." 
viously nearly unenforceable because it outlawed problem until the last two years." "It's like discrimination," said Adam Martinez, 
absolutely everything. Adam Martinez won't have to worry about his Sr. "Where are all the rest of them with busi- 

Landscaping remains illegal, if run out of a home business being illegal, because his business nesses at home?" Martinez believes most tickets 
home. So does auto repair, and contracting. And predates the area's annexation to the village. are written on the businesses of Strong Street 
now judges will be able to award fines, $50 to Most other home business operators don't share area residents, who are largely Hispanic. The vil- 
$500 a crack, for violations. his immunity. His daughter-in-law hopes the lage has consistently informed Strong Street resi- 

courtesy will extend to her. dents of their ordinance plans, and not other 

Tickets that stick "We're just going to take the "H" off the home business people. 
trucks and make it "A. Martinez Landscaping," Gilbert answered him. "This is apparently 

Adam Martinez, Sr., says he got lots of tickets she said. where the complaints are centered," he said, 
from Wheeling Police Community Service Offi- shrugging. Complaints have been made about 

the landscapers around Sixth and Strong Streets, "They (the complainers) don't have the guts to 
because they're mostly his family members. He Neighbor George Gilbert was resigned to park- (Continued on page 8) 

cers last year. He got all the tickets for many of trucks, noise, and rotting grass. Still hopefull 



Settlement secures property 
for shopping center plan 
By BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling attorneys will appear in 
condemnation court one less time in 
their quest to acquire property in 
their tax increment financing dis-
trict now that the village has 
reached a purchase agreement with 
one of the land owners. 

The agreement, approved by trus-
tees Monday, is another in a series of 
maneuvers in the seven-year battle 
that has ensued since Wheeling be-
gan its quest to develop a shopping 
center on land designated a tax in-
crement financing (TIF) district in 
1985. Trustees are hoping to develop 
a shopping center on that property at 
the northwest corner of Milwaukee 
Avenue and Dundee Road. 

The village will pay $179,000 for 
the property at 124 N. Milwaukee 
Rd. — now owned by a Northbrook 
couple. Village Manager Craig G. 
Anderson said the purchase price of 
$180,000 is 9 percent higher than the 
appraised value of the property. 

"By proceeding, we can eliminate 
further condemnation proceedings 
and attorneys' fees," Anderson said. 

With condemnation proceedings  

we don't know how much we would 
be paying or how much time it would 
take." 

Village Attorney James Rhodes 
said the property owners owe the vil-
lage $1,000 in building code violation 
fines, dropping the purchase price to 
$179,000. 

The agreement leaves the village 
in condemnation proceedings with 
five property owners. Those pro-
ceedings were halted from 1988 to 
1991 as the village fought a lawsuit 
brought by four of the property own-
ers: Tien Tsin Restaurant, Dunkin' 
Donuts, Wheeling Auto Repair and 
Drieske's Flower Shop. 

In 1986 the village sold $4.5 million 
in tax exempt bonds to finance land 
acquisition, but the project was put 
on hold in 1988 when a Cook County 
Circuit Court judge ruled that Wheel-
ing had not met the state's criteria 
for establishing a TIF district. That 
ruling was overturned by the Illinois 
Appellate Court and the last legal 
hurdle for the development was 
cleared in November 1991 when the 
Illinois Supreme Court refused to 
hear a further appeal from Erwin 
Dreiske, owner of the flower shpp. 

Wheeling weighs benefits 
of new CornEd agyeement 

• 

BY BONNIE BOOTH trustees co Id vote on later this 
Daily Herald Staff Writer month, the village stands to get 

even more free electricity service 
as the utility company will also 
provide free electricity to operate 
the village's traffic signals. 

Under the current agreement, 
all village buildings that are sup-
ported by tax money receive elec-
tricity at no charge. For Wheel-
ing, that includes village complex 
buildings and the Pavilion Senior 
Center. The free electricity is giv-
en in exchange for Com-
monwealth Edison's free use of 
village-owned right-of-way. Un-
der the new agreement air raid 
sirens would also be supplied 
electricity at no charge. 

And while trustees expressed 
some concern about power 
outages in the village, they 
agreed with Kowalewski when he 
said that power outages are a big-
ger problem for other area mu-
nicipalities. 

Wheeling stands to make other 
gains under the agreement, 
which would expire in 2049. Under 
the agreement, Commonwealth 
Edison each year will bury 500 
feet of cable now installed above 
ground. But the village could 
store that amount and use several 
years' worth at one time. 

The Village of Wheeling stands 
to get more free electricity ser-
vice under a new franchise agree-
ment trustees are considering 
with Commonwealth Edison. 

Trustees took a look at that 
franchise agreement Monday, 
meeting with a Commonwealth 
Edison representative to run 
through the particulars. 

Village manager Craig G. An-
derson and Commonwealth Edi-
son District Superintendent Dan 
A. Kowalewski said the village 
received $85,000 in free electricity 
in 1991 under the current 
franchise agreement which ex-
pires in 2009. 

Anderson said a new agree-
ment is being negotiated because 
several other northwestern sub-
urbs are negotiating their agree-
ments now and Commonwealth 
Edison is interested in having uni-
form agreements throughout sev-
eral municipalities. 

The new franchise agreement 
was written by a Northwest Mu-
nicipal Conference Committee 
made up of members from sever-
al communities. 

nder the agreement, which 
— — 
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away from others, that we should do 
a sanity check and get a benchmark 
of what other people are doing," said 

Though Palwaukee Municipal Air- Commissioner Jim Nickels. 
port commissioners approved add- Stewart said there are some area 
ing a second fixed-based operator airports — including DuPage County 
(FBO) on the airport, that proposal Airport — that require $50 million in 
remains in the air until questions insurance, but Jans said he also 
about how much liability insurance checked area airports and some re-
the FBO operator should be required quire between $1 million and $5 mil-
to carry are answered, commission- lion. And he said Westchester Coun-
ers said Wednesday. ty Airport in New York, comparable 

Priester Aviation, currently the to Palwaukee, requires $10 million. 
FBO on the airport, carries $50 mil- Should Jans be able to get $50 mil- 
lion in liability insurance as required lion in insurance, his proposal will go 
by its lease agreement with the Vil- to the municipalities for approval. 
lage of Wheeling and the City of If he cannot, he could ask commis- 
Prospect Heights — co-owners of the sioners to lower the requirement. In 
airport. that case, it would take longer for 

A fixed-based operator sells fuel approval of his FBO to get through 

and performs aircraft maintenance. the process. 
The liability insurance covers any Commissioners said they could 
damage that might occur to aircraft lose several thousand dollars on 
while in the custody of the FBO. Hangar One if Jans' proposal is 

Fred Stewart, airport manager, stalled. 
said that is the amount Dennis Jans, They decided last spring to vacate 
owner of Service Aviation, should be the hangar and move into offices at 
required to carry on the FBO he the former Brown & Kerr Roofing 
wants to run out of Hangar One. Co. building at 1020 Plant Rd. so they 

Jans is not sure he will be able to could generate revenue on the hang-
get that much insurance as a first- ar. 
time operator or that he can afford And while they could rent the 
it, and some commissioners felt that hangar for aircraft storage, they 
amount was too high. want a second FBO to break tie mo- 

"$50 million is such a magnitude nopoly held by Priester Aviation. 

Aircratt service's move 
stalled by insurance costs 
By BONNIE 00TH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling police chief's 
le al battle a costly fight 
7 70-  
The curtain goes up in another act 

of a continuing — and costly — dra-
ma in Wheeling today as Police 
Chief Michael F. Haeger's attorney 
argues to overturn a 1991 jury ver-
dict which found Haeger guilty of ra-
cial discrimination. 

William Kurnick, Haeger's attor-
ney, will ask the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 7th Circuit to over-
turn the decision of a U.S. District 
Court based on the judge's instruc-
tions to the jury which he said he 
feels were incorrect. It will be sever-
al months before the court rules on 
the appeal. 

The verdict against Haeger stems 
from a lawsuit filed nine years ago 
by black patrol officer Robert Press-
ley charging that the police chief 
withheld raises, condoned racial 
harassment and accused him of illic-
it sexual activity. 

Shortly after the verdict, village 
trustees voted to pay Haeger's legal 
fees and the court judgment against 
him — a move that will ultimately 
cost the village nearly $300,000 if the 
court denies the appeal. 

Documents obtained under the Illi- 

Michael F. Haeger 

nois Freedom of Information Act in-
dicate that Wheeling officials have 
already spent $59,377 on legal fees in 
the case. Although the village was 
originally named a co-defendant, it 
was dismissed from the suit on the 
first day of the trial. But, it racked 
up $13,165 in legal fees preparing its 
defense. 

In addition, the village has spent 
$46,212 on Haeger's legal fees and it 
is likely that amount will increase 
until the case if finally settled. 

BY 43ONNI BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

• 



Village, owner squabble Palwaukee may 
on 1st piece of TIF land get competition 

By IRV LEAVITT 
,ST 

Wheeling has an agree-
ment to purchase the first 
parcel of land that had been 
tied up in lawsuits against its 
Tax Increment Finance dis-
trict. 

The village and the prop-
erty owner can now avoid 
condemnation of the property 
and the concommitant delay 
and legal expenses. But the 
deal isn't nailed down, and 
the owner and the village 
blame each other. 

"They should give us our 
money and let us close," 
begged Steven Levin of 
Northbrook, who owns a 
vacant house and coachhouse 
on about an acre of land at 
124 N. Milwaukee Av., in the 
middle of the TIF district set 
up by the village to build a 
shopping center at Dundee 
Road. 

"This is ironic," said 
Wheeling Village Attorney 
James Rhodes. "We sent him 
the contract in June, and he 
doesn't send it back until the 
end of August, with changes 
he knew we wouldn't allow. 
And now all of a sudden 
there's a rush." The Village 
Board approved the deal 
Sept. 8. 

Differing views 
"They said they were 

going to close Sept. 10th, 
Sept. 11th, Sept. 15th, when 
are they going to do it?" 
asked Levin Tuesday. 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

"That property is in fore-
closure," said Rhodes. "He 
has to get us a title report, 
and there's the question of 
who has to get paid off, 
assuming there are creditors 
to be paid off .... and he also 
has to provide us with a copy 
of the survey. And he has to 
seal up that septic tank. It's a 
health code violation." 

Rhodes said the septic 
tank on the former rental 
property was in such poor 
condition it had to be 
pumped out weekly. Sealing 
the tank is a condition of the 
sale. "We're prepared to close 
if all the conditions are met. 
We want to close so we can 
knock it down." 

"Everything's been done," 
said Levin of the paperwork. 
"I wanted to close five, seven 
years ago. If they give me 
the $179,000, I'll go. I don't 
know what the problem is." 

Fines 
The contract allows for a 

payment of $180,000 to Levin, 
less $1,000 in building code 
violation fines. At least some 
of those violations were cor-
rected, according to village 
staffers. 

When asked if the septic 
tank had been sealed, Levin 
said, "It was supposed to 
have been done. It was 
scheduled to be done." 

But is it sealed? 
"It's going to be done. 

They know it's scheduled to 
be done." 

"They were nice people,"  

Levin said of the four fami-
lies that lived in the house 
and coach house. "The vil-
lage went in and said don't 
pay the rent. 

"They're now empty, and 
all cleaned up — give us our 
money and let us close. 
They've put me in the mid-
dle ... I can't pay my mort-
gage on property I don't have 
any income from." 

Health hazard 
"Give me a break," said 

Rhodes. "If his property 
wasn't a health hazard to his 
tenants, they might still be 
there. 

"I don't know why they 
left ... Levin says they 
weren't paying rent. They say 
the place was a pit." 

Levin said Tuesday that 
he's "self-employed. I save 
people from losing their 
houses to the tax buyer," he 
said, referring to tax-delin-
quent properties, destined for 
sale by creditor government 
units. 

"I make a deal with them: 
They go with me, I pay the 
taxes, and we split the prop-
erty instead of them taking 
the whole thing away from 
you and you lose everything. 

"Some people say you stab 
them in the back, some peo-
ple are happy and some peo-
ple are not happy. It depends 
on the people you are dealing 
with." 

"I've been helping people 
all my life." 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

A new fuel and mainte-
nance provider that would 
compete with entrenched 
Priester Aviation may be 
coming to Palwaukee Air-
port. Airport commissioners 
tentatively accepted the pro-
posal of entrepreneur Den-
nis Jans despite airport staff 
warnings that he was under-
financed. 

Jans, owner of Service 
Aviation Corporation, told 
commissioners originally 
that he had about $150,000 
in cash, and later told them 
he could get $50,000 more 
from a bank, plus "soft 
money" he can borrow from 
family and friends. Airport 
Manager Fred Stewart says 
the hard money doesn't 
make a big enough pile. 

"I have stated from the 
word 'go' that he was under-
capitalized," said Stewart. 
"For $150,000 you can't even 
get a decent house in in 
Wheeling." 

"He's not the only one 
who loses if he goes bank-
rupt," said Stewart, airport 
manager for seven years. "It 
might be very difficult to get 
somebody else in there if he 
goes under." 

But members of Palwau-
kee Airport Pilots Associa-
tion that packed Hangar #1 
for a commission meeting 
Sept. 2 appeared more inter-
ested in the competition 
Jans might give Priester in 
sales of airplane fuel and 
maintenance. 

Commissioners have been 
hearing complaints about 
high fuel prices at Priester 
for years. 

Priester sales manager 
Don Augustine also raised 
questions on the economic 
viability of Jans, saying he 
remembered when Eastern 
Airlines was accused of 
unsafe practices as it was in 
the throes of economic dif-
ficulty. 

Other questions 
Jans can't start moving in 

quite yet. Prior to the com-
missioners sending their 
recommendation to the vil-
lage boards of the airfield's 
owners, Wheeling and Pros- 

Priester has that much 
coverage, but very few other 
"fixed-base operators" 
around the area have more 
than a tenth of that, accord-
ing to Chuck Wenk, a High-
land Park insurance agent 
specializing in aircraft cover-
age. 

"It's inhumane to make 
him try to get more than $10 
million. "It'd be impossible 
for him to get," said Wenk. 
"You've put a number of 
barricades in front of this 
young fellow, making it 
almost impossible for him to 
come here." 

But some airport staffers 
and commissioners ques-
tioned whether $5 million 
policies, in force at many 
airports, according to Wenk, 
were adequate to cover fuel-
ing operations that conceiv-
ably could result in the 
explosion of $24 million air-
planes that are regularly 
fueled. 

Airport staffers, led by 
Stewart, are charged with 
checking whether either 
Jans or the Priester organi-
zation needs so much insur-
ance, and if the FAA 
requires both carry the same 
amount, since the two busi-
nesses will be far from iden-
tical. 

Hanger No. 1 
Jans would be moving 

into the old Hangar No. 1, 
the building that has housed 
airport management since 
the villages bought the busy 
airport from its founder, 
George Priester, eight years 
ago. It is available now 
because airport administra-
tion is moving to an old 
warehouse on a piece of 
Plant Road land purchased 
for airport expansion. 
The airport staffers hope to 
tell commissioners what 
they think about the prop-
erty taxes and insurance at 
their next meeting Sept. 16. 

As of Friday, Wheeling merchants can no 
longer use cars or trucks to point the way to 
their businesses. 

They can park them, as long as their size 
does not violate village codes. But they can't 
place them in an obvious way to attract busi-
ness. 

"If a delivery truck is parked in front of a 
building, let's say on Milwaukee Avenue, on 
a regular basis, it's just another sign," said 
Wheeling Village Manager Craig Anderson. 

Wheeling cracks down on signs 
That "other sign" will earn a $50 to $500 

fine if noted by village staffers. And that's 
the way complaints about such things have 
traditionally come in, according to Anderson. 
Residents rarely complain — it's usually staff 
or village trustees that grouse about big ugly 
signs painted on seemingly permanently 
parked trucks, and banners stretched across 
others. 

Village signs power deal 

"It's an aesthetic type of thing," said 
Anderson. "You have a beautiful shopping 
center, and a big truck parked in front of one 
of the stores." 

1- (6 
pect Heights, they're asking 
airport staffers to study 
whether Jans should pay 
real estate taxes on the 
property he would be leasing 
and whether he really needs 
$50 million in liability insur- 
ance to sell fuel and fix air-
planes. 

By IRV LEAvm 
STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling trustees are 
likely to follow the lead of 
several other area community 
leaders and pass an ordi-
nance Monday that would 
give the village a new 67-year 
deal with Commonwealth 
Edison. 

The franchise agreement 
would require Com Ed to pay 
the village share of electric  

power for traffic signals and 
air raid sirens, in exchange 
for the use of right-of-ways 
for power equipment. That 
would save Wheeling tens of 
thousand of dollars. Com  Ed 
already pays for village elec-
tricity, and would continue to 
do so. 

In addition, company offi-
cials must appear once a year 
before the village board to 
explain outages and other 
service questions. And Corn  

Ed must notify the village 
about every outage. 

The franchise ordinance, 
crafted by the Northwest 
Municipal Conference, is 
available to all 120 suburbs in 
Cook County and the collar 
counties, and has been 
adopted by Bartlett, Inver-
ness, Northbrook and others 
of the 35 MWMC members, 
according to Executive Direc-
tor Rita Athis. 



Wheeling police chief's 
legal battle a costly fight 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The curtain goes up in another act 
of a continuing — and costly — dra-
ma in Wheeling today as Police 
Chief Michael F. Haeger's attorney 
argues to overturn a 1991 jury ver-
dict which found Haeger guilty of ra-
cial discrimination. 

William Kurnick, Haeger's attor-
ney, will ask the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 7th Circuit to over-
turn the decision of a U.S. District 
Court based on the judge's instruc-
tions to the jury which he said he 
feels were incorrect. It will be sever-
al months before the court rules on 
the appeal. 

The verdict against Haeger stems 
from a lawsuit filed nine years ago 
by black patrol officer Robert Press-
ley charging that the police chief 
withheld raises, condoned racial 
harassment and accused him of illic-
it sexual activity. 

Shortly after the verdict, village 
trustees voted to pay Haeger's legal 
fees and the court judgment against 
him — a move that will ultimately 
cost the village nearly $300,000 if the 
court denies the appeal. 

Documents obtained under the Ilii- 

Michael F. Haeger 

nois Freedom of Information Act in-
dicate that Wheeling officials have 
already spent $59,377 on legal fees in 
the case. Although the village was 
originally named a co-defendant, it 
was dismissed from the suit on the 
first day of the trial. But, it racked 
up $13,165 in legal fees preparing its 
defense. 

In addition, the village has spent 
$46,212 on Haeger's legal fees and it 
is likely that amount will increase 
until the case if finally settled. 

ra. 

A 

PAL-WAUKEE MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

Palwaukee Airport has to wait a little longer for 

Danelle Fron/Pioneer Press 

a second fixed base operator. 

acquire that much, as many 
fear. 

Commissioner James A. 
Nockel finds it hard to 
understand why Palwaukee 
demands that much insur-
ance when no other small 
airport anybody has heard 
of does. "We've got to grab 
ahold of some kind of san- 

ity check on this," he said. 
At last week's meeting, 

commissioner Niocholas 
Helmer expressed frustra-
tion with the delays in get-
ting Jans aboard. "We asked 
for this information two 
weeks ago, and we're still 
groping for it." 

At least commissioners 

settled the question on 
whether they would require 
Jans to pay real estate tax 
on the Hangar One prop-
erty. Jans settled it for 
them. 

"As to Priester, if he is 
paying the real estate taxes, 
then I guess I do," he told 
them. 

Wheeling hires consultant 
to helpAvetop TIF area 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Village Board mem-
bers voted Monday to hire a con-
sultant to help them develop a tax 
increment financing district in 
the village. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said the consultant, 
McKenna & Associates of Chica-
go, is needed to help sort through 
the developer's agreement relat-
ed to the TIF district. 

The battle to establish a TIF 
district in Wheeling has been a 
long one for trustees who decided 
in 1977 to create the district on the 
northwest corner of Milwaukee 
Avenue and Dundee Road. 

TIF districts are commonly es-
tablished to improve blighted or 
rundown areas. Property taxes 
are frozen at predevelopment 
rates and extra tax dollars gener-
ated by the development are used 
to repay loans for public improve-
ments. 

Several property owners in 
Wheeling's TIF district filed suit 
in 1988 saying that Wheeling had 
not met the criteria for a TIF dis-
trict encompassing their property 
and a Cook County Circuit Court 
judge agreed. 

But last year, an appellate 
court struck down that judge's 
ruling and after the Illinois Su-
preme Court refused to hear fur-
ther appeal from property own-
ers, the village's road seemed 
clear. 

Recently, trustees approved a 
purchase agreement for another 
piece of property in the district, 
moving one step closer to devel-
opment. Several parcels, howev-
er, are still in condemnation pro-
ceedings. 

Village staff wanted to hire the 
consultant to look over the origi-
nal plans for the TIF district, 
which call for a shopping center 
to be built on the site. 

"We want to make sure we are 
still on the right track," said An-
derson. 

Anderson said that McKenna 
was a widely used consultant 
serving on both sides of the TIF 
development table. 

"This is a very expansive con-
sultant related to TIF," said An-
derson. "They have sat on both 
sides and can really provide us 
with a good reaffirmation." 

Anderson said that the deal for 
the consultants is open-ended. He 
said they will provide services for 
the village as they are requested. 

Chief's lawyer confident 
about appeal „ruling 

By IRV UAW!' 
STAFF WRITER 

The lawyer representing Wheeling Police 
Chief Michael Haeger said Tuesday he thinks 
he got the chief and the village off the hook 
Friday when he argued the appeal of the 
1991 discrimination judgement against him 
in the U.S. Court of Appeals in Chicago. 

The village is not a party to the case, but 
it has pledged to pay Haeger's legal fees and 
the $40,000 judgement against him. 

Arlington Heights attorney William Kur-
nick said he felt he persuaded the three-
judge panel that Cook County Circuit Judge 
Paul Plunkett erred when he told the jury 
that Haeger should have known about 
harassment against Robert Pressley, a patrol  

officer since 1978. 
He said Haeger didn't know about deroga-

tory cartoons stuffed in Pressley's depart-
mental mailbox, and so shouldn't have been 
required to have found out about something 
he didn't know was happening. 

Kurnick said the cartoons included one 
depicting the "Chicongo Police Department," 
and another from Hustler magazine. Pressley 
also received the "Black Application for 
Employment." 

Pressley's lawyer, Robert Burns, was not 
available for comment. Kurnick said depend-
ing on which judge writes the opinion, it 
could take anywhere from one to nine 
months for the verdict to be returned. 

trisurance 
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holds up 2nd airport gas vendor 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER Ct.) v•P e_ ys 0--Q 
Palwaukee Airport still 

doesn't have a new outlet to 
sell gasoline and fix air-
planes. 

It will be awhile before 
airport commmissioners 
send their approval of a new 
competitior for Priester avi-
ation to the village boards 
that ultimately control own 
the airport. 

The main obstacle 
between Wheeling's Dennis 
Jans and his new business 
at Palwaukee's Hangar One 
is an insurance policy, one 
that may be overpriced. Air-
port commissioners sent 
him back out to look for a 
$50,000 liabilty policy to 
protect him, and thereby 
the airport, if a $25 million 
jet blew up on the tarmac 
while filled with people 
whose heirs would sue Jans 
and the airport owners, the 
villages of Wheeling and 
Prospect Hdights. 

Jans said last week he 
couldn't see why he had to 
pay that much when New  

York's Westchester County 
Airport only required $10 
million for similar coverage. 

Westchester airport man-
ager Joel Russell said Fri-
day the $10 million was 
required to cover the airport 
property, belonging to the 
county. Five million was all 
they required for fueling. 

He said that since the 
contract the airport negoti-
ates with all the "fixed-
base" operators includes a 
"hold harmless" clause, he 
doesn't fear lawsuits, no 
matter how much the law-
yers ask. 

Airport manager Fred 
Stewart said Monday he 
didn't know if Palwaukee's 
contracts, now only signed 
with former airport owner 
Priester, has such a clause, 
"but I assume so." Airport 
affairs were a little haphaz-
ard early this week as the 
offices moved from Hangar 
One to a warehouse on 
recently-acquired land on 
Plant Road. 

The commissioners can 
reconsider the insurance 
demand if Jans can't 
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Airport staff moves into new office 
BY BILL O'BRIEN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Staff members for the Palwaukee 
Municipal Airport Commission say 
they are just about settled in at their 
new location after moving their of-
fices Monday from Hangar One. 

Airport authorities originally had 
planned to move their offices into the 
former home of the Brown and Kerr 
Inc. roofing company, 1020 Plant 
Road, at the beginning of the month. 
However, their timetable was 
pushed back slightly because of con-
struction of a small road near the  

building to provide direct access for 
snow removal and maintenance 
crews. 

The road, which runs along air-
port-owned property to the west of 
the Household Finance hangar, was 
built at a cost of $113,824. 

"We've got the usual problems 
with unpacking and unloading, but 
the telephone systems are in and the 
computer systems are operating, so 
we're in pretty good shape," said 
Airport Manager Fred E. Stewart. 

The new home for the eight-mem-
ber staff is not as convenient as the  

former one because many of the air-
port operations are now farther 
away from their offices, but Stewart 
said that everyone is adjusting, and 
the new home, which required reno-
vation, suits them fine, Stewart said. 

The renovation involved electrical 
rewiring, ceiling and plumbing work 
and other modifications to ready the 
building for day-to-day operations of 
the commission. 

Commissioners earlier this year 
decided that moving the commission 
offices would be in the best interest 
of the airport because Hangar One 
would then be available for rental —  

either by a fixed-based operator, or 
FBO, to compete with Priester Avia-
tion, or as rental property for air-
craft storage if the FBO idea does 
not materialize, Stewart said. 

"The plan is that we return the air-
craft hangars to aviation use instead 
of administrative use," he said. 

The commission has received 
many inquiries in response to its 54 
requests for proposals for an FBO, 
and although it has made progress 
toward eventually bringing another 
FBO to the airport, it has not signed 
a contact with anyone yet, Stewart 
said. 

•-• 

Pilots want markers for runway wires 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Airport Pilots Associa-
tion members concerned about a 
safety hazard created by electrical 
wires across the approach to one of 
the runways will have to live with 
the problem a while longer, now that 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport offi-
cials and Commonwealth Edision 
representatives have reached a 
stalemate. 

Pilots association members are 
looking for some sort of markings to 
make the wires more visible to pilots 
as they approach the runway, which 
Airport Manager Fred Stewart said  

is used mostly by single-engine air-
craft. 

"Even during the day the wires 
are very difficult to see," said pilots 
association member Barry Dainas. 
"If you are landing in an ideal world 
you clear the wires with no problem. 
But in the real world we are some-
times a little bit lower than we 
should be." 

Dainas asked commissioners sev-
eral months ago to look into the 
problem, hoping to get red lights on 
the electrical poles or orange 
spheres strung on to the wires them-
selves. 

But Dennis G. Rouleau, assistant 
manager of operations and mainte- 

nance, said he contacted Com-
monwealth Edision and their repre-
sentative said they would not put 
anything on the lines or on the poles. 

Commonwealth Edision District 
Superintendent Dan A. Kowalewski 
said the utility company is only will-
ing to put markers on transmission 
poles and lines that are 100 feet tall. 

"These wires are only 30 feet tall 
and are prone to outages because 
they go across property lines," 
Kowalewski said. "If we put lights 
on them and they go out due to the 
lines being out, who would be respon-
sible?" 

Danais said the pilots association 
has asked pilots to fill out FAA haz- 

ardous forms so the agency will be 
aware of the problem. And he said 
when the FAA receives enough of 
the forms, they will investigate and 
possibly apply pressure on Com-
monwealth Edison to mark the 
wires. 

Stewart said there have been no in-
cidents at the airport involving the 
wires, which are on the west side of 
Wolf Road. 

Airport commissioners want to 
eventually bury all electrical wires 
that surround the airport, but it 
could be several years before that is 
done because the airport would have 
to pick up the tab for the project. 

Residents living near the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
may see emergency vehicles rac-
ing around the airport today, but 
they will not be headed to a disas-
ter — just practicing for one. 

Airport officials, in conjunction 
with area fire departments, the 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
police departments, Priester Avi-
ation, the Palwaukee Federal 
Aviation Administration air traf-
fic control tower and Holy Family 
Hospital, are conducting the 
practice exercise in hopes of per-
fecting their emergency re-
sponse. 

Neighbors of the airport, at 1120 
S. Milwaukee Ave., and passing 
motorists can expect to see 
smoke in the sky along with fire 
trucks, ambulances and police 
cars. 

Airport officials are cautioning 
residents not to be alarmed by the 
activity and are also requesting 
that they stay away from the air-
port during the exercise. 

This will be the first full-scale 
disaster drill at the airport since 
it was purchased by the village of 
Wheeling and the city of Prospect 
Heights in the mid-1980s. Two ta- 

bletop exercises have been con-
ducted within the past year. 

The Wheeling Fire Department 
is the primary response team to 
all incidents at the airport, but 
seven other fire departments will 
lend their assistance to the drill. 

They other Mount Prospect, the 
Prospect Heights Rural Fire Pro-
tection District, the Vernon Area 
Rural Fire Protection District, 
Arlington Heights, Buffalo Grove, 
Glenview and Des Plaines. 

"It is a recognized fact that 
there may be an accident on the 
airport which we cannot handle 
alone," said Wheeling Fire Chief 
Keith MacIsaac. 

MacIsaac said several "vic-
tims" will be transported to Holy 
Family Hospital in Des Plaines, 
and the hospital will also evaluate 
their disaster response prepared-
ness. 

He said the fire department is 
called to the airport about six 
times a year responding to calls 
ranging from aircraft accidents 
to sick passengers, and the calls 
are usually minor. 

"Obviously with the amount of 
traffic and the size of the aircraft, 
there is a remote possibility that 
a larger incident will occur," he 
said. 
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Palwatikee, fire districts 
to practice for disaster 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 
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Le Francais' 
Tribune photo by Bob Langer 

waiters seem determined to make dining here as unintimidating as possible. 

Le 

Francais 

Chicago Tribune 

**** 
Le Francais 

269 S. Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling 

Excellence was never this much 
fun 

Rating system 
* * * * Outstanding * Good 
* * * Excellent Satisfactory 
** Very Good Unsatisfactory 

Reviews are based on no fewer than two visits. The 
reviewer makes every effort to remain anonymous. 
Meals are paid for by the Tribune. 

L
e Francais is quite possibly Chi-
cago's finest restaurant. Without a 
doubt, it is Chicago's most ap-
proachable four-star restaurant. 

Where else can you ask a waiter 
to identify something on your plate and 
get the response, "I'm not sure, mon-
sieur; it's something from a can."? Or 
hear another waiter respond to a request 
with, "I'm sorry, monsieur, we have no 
wine list tonight." 

But that gentle humor is what distin-
guishes Le Francais among Chicago's 
top dining experiences. While other 
staffs sometimes manage to make diners 
feel like nonbelievers who have crashed a 
religious ceremony, Le Francais' waiters 
seem determined to make eating here as 
unintimidating as possible. 

The jokes do more than simply break 
the tension, real or imagined, at the be-
ginning of the meal. The subtext to all 
the humor is an implicit acknowledge-
ment that you, the customer, are sophis-
ticated enough to be in on the gag. No 
other restaurant at this culinary level 
does a better job of making its patrons 
feel like part of the process. 

Of course, all the one-liners in the 
world would be only so much window 
dressing if the kitchen didn't back it up. 
It is the routine excellence of chef 
Roland Liccione that gives the dining-
room staff its creative license. 

Roland Liccione (who with his wife, 

Dining out 
By Phil Vettel 

Mary Beth Liccione, has owned Le 
Francais for 31/2  years) is pretty creative 
himself, though he leaves the jokes to 
the boys in the front room. His menu 
shows a healthy respect for tradition and 
an even healthier bent toward light, fla-
vor-intense preparations. 

Meals begin, as they always have at Le 
Francais, with an elaborate display of 
the day's featured dishes—perhaps a 
dozen in all. The joyfully dramatic nar-
ration, by captain William Wagner (Wil-
lie, to the regulars), is a treat in itself. In 
theory, viewing the dishes helps with the 
selection, but it doesn't; everything looks 
so luscious that decisions become, if 
anything, more difficult. 

Highlights of our visits included an ar-
tichoke terrine, a crafty bit of engineer-
ing in which large pieces of artichoke 
hearts are molded with a custard of arti-
choke puree scented with truffle oil. The 
plate is beautiful, criss-crossed with lines 
of artichoke mousse and contrasting 
tomato and yellow-pepper sauces. Other 
hits: An eggy, richly flavored escargot 
flan and twin raviolis of sliced duck over 
a lightly garlicked jus. 

Duck consomme is a frequent per-
former on Le Francais' menu; the cur- 
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World-class Le Francais puts fun into fine dining 
rent incarnation offers a rich, remark-
ably intense consomme in which float a 
quenelle of duck mousse and a ravioli 
square filled with ground duck meat. 
Another intensely flavored soup is a 
crayfish bisque, sweet and light but with 
a powerful crayfish essence. 

Lobster salad is about twice the price 
of the other salads on the menu, but the 
generous chunks of meat, sweet and 
warm, served over black pasta with a 
fresh mango dressing, are worth the in-
dulgence. 

Luscious sweetbreads, served with a 
smooth juniper berry sauce, were a big 
hit on one visit; on another, top honors 
went to a game plate—pheasant with 
peppercorn sauce, mousse-stuffed rabbit 
loin with morel sauce and smoked ven-
ison grand veneur—a vibrantly flavored 
yet perfectly balanced composition. The 
same balance can be seen in Liccione's 
seafood creations, in which flawlessly 
prepared fish are paired with under-
stated, very complementary sauces. 
Beautiful examples include a meaty tur-
bot above a light fennel cream, or a 
grilled-fish trio—salmon with sorrel 
sauce, Dover sole with basil sauce and 
escolar with red pepper sauce. 

Desserts are the province of Mary 
Beth Liccione, and it's a stronger person 
than me who can resist any of her crea- 

• workers; he handed us the mas-
sive wine list with the warning 
that there would be a quiz later, 
and indeed returned after a while 
with a solemn look on his face. 
"It is time," he intoned, "for 
your exam." 

Already, Andres is a depend-
able guide through Le Francais' 
enormous selection; the wine 
pairings he made for our meals 
were anything but commonplace, 
but excellent matches. 

There are two good, economi-
cal ways to enjoy. Le Francais. 
Mondays through Thursdays, the 
restaurant features a seven-
course degustation dinner for 
$59; with regular entrees aver-
aging $30, this is a terrific value. 
Lunch is another good value; Le 
Francais is the only four-star res-
taurant in town that still serves 
lunch to the general public. 

**** Le Francais, 269 S. 
Milwaukee Ave., Wheeling, 708-
541-7470. French. Hours: Lunch 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Tues.-Fri., 
dinner 6-10 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 
(Fri.-Sat., seatings at 6-6:30 and 
9-9:30 p.m. only), closed Sun. 
Price range: Appetizers $13.75-
$19.50, soups/salads $7-$8.50, 
entrees $27.50-$32, desserts 
$8.50, seven-course degustation 
dinner (available Mon.-Thurs.) 
$59; dinner for two of appetizer, 
soup/salad, entree, dessert, tax 
and tip: $150. Credit cards: 
American Express, Carte Blan-
che, Diners Club, Discover, 
MasterCard, Visa. Reservations: 

End of an era 
Barbara Hanson, director of the Wheeling 
Pavilion Center since is formation, thanks 
friends and co-workers during her retire- 

Norman Cohan photo 

ment party recently. Hanson says she plans 
to remain active in retirement, and may 
lead a few classes at the center. 
/ C  - - 

       

       

Francais 
Continued from preceding page 

tions. Indeed, my chief regret in 
having finished my eating visits 
here is for the desserts I did not 
get to try. 

A signature dessert is Lic-
cione's "symphonie" of 
chocolates—a quartet, if you're 
scoring at home. The super-in-
tense chocolate souffle is won-
derful, as is the chocolate gelat, 
layered chocolate mousse and a 
rich sliver of chocolate pie. This 
dessert is misnamed in one re-
spect, however; for a symphony, 
there is a decided dearth of sub-
tle passages; Liccione's compos-
ition heads straight for the cre-
scendo and stays there. 
"Resounding chocolate finale" is 
more like it. 

There is, of course, much 
more. Raspberry souffle is, as 
the very best souffles are, food 
for the gods, with a cloudlike 
texture and a tart, fresh rasp-
berry filling. A superior creme 
brulee, topped with small berries, 
is accompanied by a soup des 
fruits—a sugary mix of mango, 
strawberries and raspberries—en-
cased in almond tuille. 

Sommelier is Sylvain Andres, 
who has been with Le Francais 
for just a few months. His play- 
fulness matches that of his fellow_ Reauired. 
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worry that power lines close to runway six may cause an 
accident some day. 

An airplane approaches a runway at Palwaukee Airport. Pilots 

Pilots wir about runway safety 
to get somethin By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

done about 

Getting things done 
Airport Manager Fred 

Stewart said Tuesday that 
he and maintenance chief 
Dennis Roulleau have been 
trying to get Commonwealth 
Edison to do something 
about the wires "for 
months." Commonwealth 
Edison engineer Jack Mer-
threns said Friday that the 
problem had only reached 
his North Division Engi-
neering office the week 
before. 

The Wheeling Village 
Board approved a new, long-
term contract this month 
with the electric company 
that allowed the same provi-
sions for burying cable as 
the old one, no more than 
500 free feet per year. It 
would take several years for 
the cable to be buried by 
the utility company at that 
rate. Pilots contend the 
expensive process would be 
the safest solution to the  

hazard, however. 
"We'd be happy if they 

would just get us balls on 
the wire," said Barry Axel-
rod, another pilot associa-
tion past president. "They 
don't even have to light 
up." 

The smaller runway isn't 
used much at night, when 
the tower is closed. At that 
time, the bigger runway is 
preferred, because its light-
ing can be controlled by a 
flick of the pilots' mike but-
ton, according to Dainas. 
Runway 6 is used at any 
time of day or night if 
winds are unfavorable, how-
ever. 

No markings 
But "just getting balls on 

the wire" is not as easy as it 
sounds, according to Mike 
Rowe, another Common-
wealth Edison engineer. He 
said Tuesday that it's very 
unusual to have distribution 
lines like those at Palatine 
and Wolf, about a hundred 
feet lower than transmission  

lines, marked at all. He 
doesn't know if it would be 
harmful to the strands of 
wires, which are not much 
farther away from each 
other than the 20" diameter 
of the typical marker balls. 

The distribution wires are 
thinner than the transmis-
sion wires, and Rowe 
doesn't know if marking 
balls would cause the wires 
to "gallop," or adopt a ser-
pentine movement, under 
certain wind conditions. 
That type of line movement 
could cause wires to part, 
according to Rowe. 

He said he doesn't know 
whether the different elec-
trical load-carrying proper-
ties of the distribution lines 
would cause problems with 
carrying power from one 
cable to another, when one 
windswept wire would touch 
a marker on another wire. 

"Moisture, combined with 
some kind of contamination, 
or with pollution, could 
cause electricity to travel" 

(Continued on page 16) 

Palwaukee Airport pilots 
worry that one of their 
number will lose concentra-
tion one day and plow into 
power lines in the approach 
to Runway Six. No one has 
done it yet, but nobody 
wants to be the first. 

The pilots would be 
pleased if a few lightweight, 
brightly-colored plastic balls 
would be attached to the 
lines, looming about 30 feet 
above the ground at Wolf 
and Palatine Roads, in the 
approach to the runway, one 
of the two principal smaller 
strips crossing the big main 
Runway 1-6. 

That's according to Barry 
Dainas, former president of 
the Palwaukee Airport 
Pilots Association who says 
he's been trying to get the 
lines marked, or buried, for 
about a year now. Airport 
commissioners, from the 
villages of Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights, also say 
they have repeatedly tried 

from one line to another, he 
said. 

Unseen 
Though the wires have 

been there for decades, they 
weren't a problem until a 
couple of years ago when 
trees were removed in the 
same area as a safety mea-
sure. The trees had 
screened view of the wires, 
and were a lot easier for 
pilots to see than the wires 
alone are. 

"And clipping a tree is 
one thing; clipping a power 
line is something else," said 
Axelrod. Dainas said PAPA  

members, tired of waiting, 
are now petitioning the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
for help. 

Commissioner Nick Hel-
mer, a Palwaukee pilot him-
self, said it's more of a 
problem for inexperienced 
pilots, but any flyer could 
get in trouble if he forgot 
the wires were there. 

"If you're focused on the 
threshold (the beginning of 
the landing area) of the run-
way, you get to a point 
where the lines disappear, if 
you're not careful," he said. 
"One day I may come in 
here fat and happy and for-
get about 'em." 

• 



New vendor 
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A
Wheeling man's bid to offer 
competitive sales of gas and 
service at Palwaukee airport 
is having trouble getting off 

the ground. 
A couple weeks ago, the bid by 

Wheeling's Dennis Jans brought 
cheers as it taxied onto the 
runway. Pilots hungry for an end 
to Priester Aviation's monopoly 
over service and gas sales watched 
from the observation deck as the 
proposal started down the runway. 
But the runway just kept getting 
longer. 

The plan still hasn't taken off. 
And it's time to ask the 
commission that oversees the 
airport why. In the name of 
caution, the commission is 
dragging its feet and looking for all 
the world like it is trying to 
discover a way out of the deal. 

Palwaukee needs a second 
vendor if it is to remain 
competitive with surrounding 
airports. Pilots say they have 
watched more and more of their 
flyboy buddies take off for landing 
strips in Waukegan, Aurora and 
Delavan where fuel is cheaper and 
services more expansive. According 

to surveys from the Pilots 
Association, prices for aviation fuel 
vary as widely as 50 cents a gallon 
among area airports, with 
Palwaukee's on top, a good 10 to 20 
cents above the next highest. 

The latest excuse for stalling on 
Jan's bid to drop in fuel pumps 
and a maintenance shop in Hangar 
One is insurance. The commission 
decided he needs a $50 million 
liability policy to protect himself 
and the airport, in case a $25 
million jet blew up or something. 

But why should Palwaukee 
demand Jans obtain so much 
insurance when no other small 
airport anyone has heard of does? 
Most, including the busy 
Westchester County Airport in New 
York, require only $10 million in 
coverage. 

Since George Priester founded 
the airport more than a half 
century ago, the company has 
enjoyed a monopoly, which 
continued under a sweetheart deal 
with Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights when they bought the 
airport eight years ago. 

But competition is circling in the 
skies above Palwaukee, and it is 
time for commissioners to give it 
clearance to land. 

Compe-

tition is 

circling in 
the skies 
above 
Palwaukee, 

and it is 
time for 
com-

missioners 
to give it 

clearance 
to land. 

Mtmicip suilding 
contract awarded 

Wheeling trustees will spend 
$37,200 to have village buildings 
cleaned under an agreement recent-
ly passed by trustees. 

Unicomp Services, of Park Ridge, 
will become the fourth company to 
give village hall its daily cleaning 
since May of 1989, when the village 
decided to go with a private cleaning 
firm. Workers from the firm will 
spend 103 manhours a week at vil- 
lage hall. 

Unicomp Services was not the low-
est bidder on the work, but Scott 
Shirley, assistant director of opera-
tions and maintenance said the other 
companies did not supply enough 
man hours per week to adequately 
complete the job. 

Village officials allocated $42,308 
in this year's fiscal budget for the 
cleaning of the buildings in the mu-
nicipal complex and the Pavilion 
Senior Center. 

Roofing Systems Inc. will do 
the repairs on the roofs of village 
hall, the operations and mainte-
nance building, a fire station, and 
the Pavilion Senior Center. The 
Highland Park-based company has 
already done some roof repair work 
for the village. 

The village will pay J & J Roofing 
Systems $29,990 to repair the roof. 
About $25,000 was budgeted for the 
repairs. The rest of the money will 
come from the village's capital proj-
ects fund. Some money has also been 
spent on a study to see what areas of 
the roofs are in need of repairs. 

According to Bob Gray, director of 
operations and maintenance, the 
budgeted repairs were based on a 
visual inspection of the roof last 
spring, but more leaks have been de-
tected since then. 

Mayor promotes 
stamp collecting 

Village President Sheila H. Schultz 
proclaimed October national stamp 
collecting month. 

In her proclamation, she recog-
nized the 50 members of the Walt 
Whitman Elementary School stamp 
club and their mentor Frank Hor-
bert. And she urged Wheeling citi-
zens to consider starting stamp col- 
lections of their own. 

Highland Park firm 
to do roof repairs 

Trustees voted to spend $37,000 on 
roof repairs on four village build- 
ings. 
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See RAILWAYS on Page 4 

Resurrecting rail lines 

Costs* of rail line proposals for 
Chicago area 

Quo 

MPIto,v3.4wk.ito  

• Wisconsin Central Line (Chicago to Antioch) 

• Elgin, Joliet & Eastern (Aurora to Barrington) 

• High speed railroads (Chicago to St. Louis) 
(Chicago to Detroit) 
(Chicago to Milwaukee) 

$90 million  

$80 million  

$500 million 
$1 billion 

$300 million 

• Downtown Chicago circulator (trolley system) $750 million ....... 
•   Chicago to Florida $225 million 

All costs are estimates except the Chicago circulator, which already has been 
approved. 

Sources: Illinois Department of Transportation, City of Chicago, Metra, U.S. Sen. Paul Simon 

Daily Herald Graphic 

Meeling ponders next step after appeals setback in race suit ic-  
BY BONNIE BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling officials are contemplat-
ing their next move in a long-running 
legal battle, now that a federal ap-
pellate court has upheld a lower-
court decision finding the village's 
police chief guilty of racial discrimi-
nation. 

Police Chief Michael F. Haeger 
was found guilty of racial discrimi-
nation by a U.S. District Court jury 
in February 1991. The verdict stems 
from a lawsuit filed nine years ago 
by patrol officer Robert Pressley, 
who is black, claiming the police 

Chief Michael Robert 
Haeger Pressley 

chief withheld raises, condoned ra-
cial harassment by other police offi-
cers and accused him of illicit sexual 
activity. 

Haeger's attorney, William Kur- 

nick, asked the U.S. Court of Appeals 
to overturn the decision based on the 
judge's instructions to the jury at the 
end of the two-week trial. Kurnick 
said he felt those instructions were 
incorrect. He also asked the appeals 
court to overturn the monetary set-
tlement — $40,000 to Pressley in 
compensatory damages and $177,000 
in legal fees to Pressley's attorneys. 

But, earlier this week, the three-
judge panel upheld the lower court's 
discrimination ruling and $40,000 in 
damages and ordered that U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Paul Plunkett re-
calculate the legal fees he awarded 
in the case — a ruling that will ulti- 

mately increase the $177,000 in attor-
neys' fees. 

In the ruling, written by Judge 
Frank Easterbrook, the court 
agreed that one set of instructions 
given by the judge was incorrect, but 
said those instructions did not de-
tract from Haeger's right to a fair 
trial. 

"Jurors consider the evidence and 
trial as a whole," Easterbrook 
stated in the written opinion. "Appel-
late judges must guard against the 
error of assuming that jurors dissect 
instructions as if the sentences were 

See CASE on Page 3 

CASE: Wheeling officials 
may petition case further 

BY JOHN CARPENTER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Perhaps the clearest sign of the 
transportation times — what with 
tougher new pollution laws and ever-
increasing highway congestion — is 
the growing drawing board of pro-
posed new railroad lines. 

No less than seven of them, in one 
form or another, are being consid-
ered in and around Chicago. And 
that's not even counting nearly a 
dozen proposed extensions to exist-
ing commuting lines. 

From downtown trolleys to tradi-
tional suburban commuter trains to 
high-tech, European-style bullet 
trains, transportation planners seem 
to be taking a new look at one the 
oldest forms of mechanized people 
moving. 

"It's a nationwide thing," said Jer-
ry Isenburg of the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation's Bureau of 

RAILWAYS: 
New lines 
seen as wave 
of the future 
Continued from Page 1 

so far, has been able to figure out 
where to get more than $90 million 
officials say it will cost to start it up. 

There is hope, however. Recently 
passed federal transportation legis-
lation has set aside more than $150 
billion for surface transportation 
over the next nine years, with the 
money to be distributed by local offi-
cials. And that, Metra spokesman 
Chris Knapton said, should be good 
news for railroad supporters. 

"We've got some very logical peo-
ple over there (at CATS) who finally 
agree that you can't solve all trans-
portation problems with pavement 
alone," he said. "People are starting 
to realize that every time you build 
one more lane of highway you get 
two more lanes worth of traffic."  

Railroads. "People are realizing you 
have to have a balanced transporta-
tion system. You have to look at 
high-speed rail. And you have to 
coordinate rail with airlines." 

But while few experts question the 
potential benefits of improved mass 
transit, no one has any illusions 
about funding. Whether on the state, 
local or federal level, money is in 
short supply. This is no small hurdle 
given proposals ranging in price 
from $80 million to $1 billion or more. 

Consider, for example, the plight 
of the proposed Wisconsin Central 
line. Metra officials say it will be an 
instant success, with more than 3,000 
riders daily. Towns like Buffalo 
Grove, Mundelein and Wheeling 
have been clamoring for it since 1985 
and are even willing to foot the bill 
for such expenditures as building 
parking lots and stations. But no one, 

Knapton and Northwest Municipal 
Conference transportation planner 
Mark Fowler noted that rail lines as 
transportation projects are particu-
larly appealing because they al-
ready exist. The Wisconsin Central 
line, for example, already runs 
freight and would only need to be up-
graded for smoother and safer pas-
senger service. Even the high-tech, 
180-mile-per-hour bullet trains would 
run along existing lines, though up-
grades would have to be far more ex-
tensive, including the elimination of  

Continued from Page 1 

frogs." 
And the court stated "ample 

evidence supports the jury's ver-
dict." 

Wheeling village officials ex-
pressed surprise at the quickness 
with which the appellate court de-
cision was reached and said they 
were disappointed in the decision. 

"I am disappointed," said Vil-
lage President Sheila H. Schultz. 
"The reason we appealed was be-
cause we felt the decision was not 
correct." 

Schultz said the decision on 
whether to petition the appellate 
court for a re-hearing has not yet 
been made but she said she 
"would not be surprised if it (the 
case) would not go forward." 

The village board is not sched-
uled to meet again until Oct. 19. 
Village manager Craig G. Ander-
son said Schultz and the trustees 
could take up the matter at that 
time. 

"If there is other action to be 
contemplated, it would have to be 
done soon," Anderson said. "At 
this point, I am looking at it like 
it's done." 

Haeger said he would not make 
any comment on the case until a 
final decision about the village's 
next move has been made. 

all grade crossings. 
"There is an incredible rail net- 

work in this area that we can tap 
into," Fowler said. 

Knapton agreed, comparing the 
$300 million it would cost to start a 
high-speed rail line from Chicago to 
Milwaukee to the $300 million IDOT 
will spend resurfacing only four 
miles of the Stevenson Expressway 
in a few years. 

"Railroads can give you more 
bang for your buck," he said.  

"I cannot comment while there 
• is still the potential for further ac-
tion," he said. 

Shortly after the original guilty 
verdict, trustees voted to pay 
Haeger's legal fees and the court 
judgment against him — a move 
that is now likely to cost the vil-
lage at least $300,000 because the 
appeals court ruled Plunkett im-
properly lowered the hourly rates 
to be reimbursed to two of Press-
ley's attorneys to $150 from the 
$182 they sought. 

The village already has spent 
$59,377 on Haeger's attorney's 
fees and — as co-defendants in 
the case — to prepare its own de-
fense. The village was dropped 
from the lawsuit on the first day 
of the trial. 

Anderson said some of the mon-
ey that will be needed to pay the 
judgment, if no further action is 
taken, will come from claims al-
ready paid by Wheeling's insurer 
— the Intergovernmental Risk 
Management Agency. IRMA is no 
longer paying any claims in the 
case after expending $176,020 in 
the legal battle. 

Village attorney James Rhodes 
said the agency told village offi-
cials in 1991 to settle the case or 
start paying the cost themselves. 
But Schultz said she does not re-
gret the decision not to settle. 

Increasingly, rail lines 
are crossroads to future 
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Trustees reject permit request for Mexican restaurant 
/0 7p,  

BY JEFF KEHE 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

Two Wheeling men hoping to open 
a Mexican restaurant in the village 
had that hope dashed by the village 
board recently when it denied their 
request for a special-use permit to 
operate the restaurant. 

The two wanted to open the restau-
rant in the Gaslight Plaza Shopping 
Center at 741-743 West Dundee Road.  

And they, along with Gary Solomon, 
owner of the plaza, and Alan 
Rosenzweig, the architect for the 
plaza and the restaurant, had a diffi-
cult time persuading plan commis-
sioners to recommend approval of 
the plan to trustees. 

At issue was the number of park-
ing spaces proposed for the plaza un-
der a renovation plan that would 
have brought more landscaping to 
the shopping center. The plan alloted  

only eight permanent parking spac-
es to the restaurant, but village ordi-
nances call for a minimum of 24 
parking spaces for the restaurant, 
which was to have at least three em-
ployees and seating for 48 custom-
ers. 

"We have a problem here, and 
that is that you're putting too much 
into too small of an area," Trustee 
William Rogers told Rosenzweig. 
"You are asking us to give a vari- 

ance that we have never granted. 
You are the one that has to compro-
mise." 

"The standards are not appropri-
ate as they're written," countered 
Rosenzweig, arguing that the village 
ordinance requires far more parking 
for the site than is actually needed. 

Village Manager Craig Anderson 
said the only hope for getting ap-
proval of the restaurant plan was to 
either reduce the number of seats in  

the restaurant or to somehow find 
additional parking. 

Solomon said he is planning to file 
suit against neighboring Ace Hard-
ware in hope of forcing a cross ac-
cess to their parking lot. 

But Anderson noted that the vil-
lage could not grant a special-use ap-
proval for the site that depends on 
the outcome of a lawsuit. 

The board voted unanimously to 
deny the request. 

"That's the Catch-22," Rosenzweig 
said. "If we're turned down, we 
won't be able to renovate the park-
ing lot, but it would leave us with 
enough parking then. Unfortunately, 
it will be vacant parking." 

Commissioners, who are always 
looking for ways to spruce up the vil-
lage's appearance, were excited 
about the prospect — now dead — of 
additional landscaping at the shop-
ping center. 

Village notes Matty's music request 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling residents looking to hear 
some live music on the weekends 
may have an additional place to 
hang out soon if the village board 
goes along with the plan commis-
sion's approval of a proposal to bring 
that music to a Tahoe Shopping Cen-
ter restaurant. 

The new owners of the restaurant 
at 1750 Hintz Road — formerly Puer-
ta Vallarta, now Matty's Place —
are looking to make several changes 
in the layout of the restaurant in-
cluding the addition of six seats and 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A Tinley Park-based developer's 
plans to build duplexes in Wheeling 
continues to be stalled by the plan 
commission's concern that too many 
units could be built on the three-acre 
parcel. 

Berkshire Development wants the 
property, at the northwest corner of 
Mayer Avenue and Wolf Road, re-
zoned from industrial to multifami-
ly. Commissioners, however, are re-
luctant to take that step because 
they are afraid that something other 
than the duplex plan now being put  

a new exit. 
And while they asked plan com-

missioners to approve the remodel-
ing plans last month, when they 
mentioned their plans to hire a disc 
jockey or a band to perform on 
weekends, commissioners decided 
they wanted more time to study the 
issue. 

Commissioners were concerned 
that the addition of live music would 
shift the focus of the establishment 
away from serving food. 

"My biggest concern is that music 
and entertainment will change the 
perception from that of a restau-
rant," said Commissioner Terry 

forth by Berkshire could eventually 
be built on the land. 

They have asked village planner 
Mark Janeck and village attorney 
Jim Rhodes to meet with the devel-
opers to find a way to tie the rezon-
ing to the construction of the two-sto-
ry duplexes Berkshire is proposing. 

But that may not be possible. 
"It doesn't happen in very many 

instances," Janeck said. 
Berkshire also faces opposition 

from neighbor in the Picardy Place 
single-family hour ng subdivision 
north of proposed duplex develop-
ment. 

More than 22 homeowners in Pi- 

Steilen. "I think that is really what's 
changing." 

But Kathleen Mark, co-owner of 
Matty's Place, said the food service 
will continue to be the most import-
ant part of the restaurant's business. 

"We have every desire to continue 
to operate as a restaurant/bar," 
Mark said. "Not as a tavern." 

Commissioners were also con-
cerned about the noise live music 
might create because the shopping 
center is in a mainly residential 
area. 

"I have a real concern with live 
bands only because this shopping 
center seem to be more residential,"  

said Commissioner Ellen Butor. "I 
like to sleep with my windows open 
in the summer and I'm sure your 
neighbors do too." 

But Mark said live music would 
not be any louder than that already 
put out by the restaurant's jukebox. 

"You can't hear it now when the 
doors are shut," she said. "And we 
would not leave our doors open spe-
cifically for that reason." 

In the end, commissioners decided 
any problems with the music or a 
shift away from food service would 
be handled by the village's liquor 
commission because it grants and 
revokes liquor licenses. 
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Duplex plan gets cool reception 
/ Lia cardy Place signed a petition against ty — a prospect plan commissioners 

the duplex development, and several and Picardy Place homeowners find 
of them asked plan commissioners even more distasteful. 
to keep their opposition in mind "We can come in with an industri- 
when they considered the proposal. al plan as it is currently zoned," said 

"If I had known there was the po- Cawn. "The owner has another loca-
tential for town houses and duplexes, tion but if he is stuck with this land, 
I probably would not have bought he will put a factory there." Janeck 
here," Stuart Shapiro, a Picardy said the land could be rezoned to pre-
Place resident told commissioners. vent an industrial use from being 
"I urge you to listen to the voices built. 
that have said we don't want this. I "It is on the comprehensive plan 
hope you will listen to us." as single-family," he said. "That 

But Gary Cawn, agent for the means the village has an interest in 
property owners said that if the du- seeing it developed as single-family 
plex development fails, an industrial and has reasons to go forward and 
building could be built on the proper- change the zoning." 



A yearlong search for 911 caller 
Wheeling police family appeal for help in dancer's murder 

6  
heeling Police 

Department. 
Dorothy Santos 

For almost a year, Wheeling po- choked back tears 
lice have been looking for the myste- as she talked 
rious male caller who phoned 911 about how difficult 
and led them to the unconscious the past year has 
body of an exotic dancer. And during been for her fami-
that time, not a day has gone by ly since her 
when the family of 27-year-old Jamie daughter was suf- 
Santos has not mourned her loss. focated in her Arl-

On Wednesday, one week short of ington Club apart-
the year anniversary of Santos' ment on Oct. 28, 1991. 
death, police and family members "Jamie gave so much to us in her 
joined forces, urging the caller to short time here with us. We owe it to 
come forward and asking anyone her to find her murderer," Dorothy 
else who may have information Santos said with husband Vasil and 
about the murder to contact the daughter Laurie at her side. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

"The sudden violent death of 
someone close to you is almost 
unbearable," she continued. "We 
would like to mourn for Jamie with-
out the complications of trying to fig-
ure out who murdered her." 

Much of the investigation has cen-
tered around a call made to 911 at 
11:31 a.m. on the day of the murder. 
The male caller, whose voice sound-
ed panicky, asked that an ambu-
lance be sent to 1765 Stonehedge 
Court in Wheeling "immediately." 

During the first several months of 
the investigation, that caller was 
considered a suspect. Now, Wheeling 

See MURDER on Page 4 

Jamie 
Santos 

Dorothy Santos, center, makes a plea Wednesday for new 
information in the murder of her daughter Jamie as her husband, 
Vasil, and daughter, Laurie, look on. Daily Herald Photo/Gilbert Boucher 

r UIILC Lunnuem 
year-old crime can be solved 
Continued from Page 1 

police say that is no longer the case. 
"Since the death of Jamie Santos, 

officers of this and assisting police 
agencies have expended hundreds of 
hours investigating Jamie's death," 
said Wheeling Deputy Police Chief J. 
Michael Hermes. "This investiga-
tion leads us to believe the person 
who called 911 was not the person re-
sponsible for Jamie's death. Howev-
er, the caller may have vital infor-
mation leading us to the identity of 
the person responsible." 

The call was made from a pay 
phone just outside a Buffalo Grove 
liquor store, less than a mile from 
Santos' home. 

Although the tape of the call has 
been played for Santos' family and 
friends and also played on television 
and radio stations, the caller re, 
mains unidentified. 

Hermes would not get into the 
specifics of the investigation, but he 
said the FBI was been working on 
the case and used voice analysis on 
the tape of the caller. He said results 
of the analysis combined with other 
information gleaned from the inves-
tigation led to the determination that 
the caller was not the killer. 

"I can't go into who he is or how he 
might fit into this," Hermes said of 
the caller. "Except to say he is ex-
tremely familiar with the area. We 
thought in the beginning he might 
have been afraid he would be 

charged with the murder. Obviously, 
he has some personal reason for not 
coming forward." 

Police are hoping the plea from 
Dorothy Santos might be the nudge 
the caller needs. 

"Right now all we want him to do 
is call us," Hermes said. 

As an exotic dancer, Santos some-
times made as much as $1,000 for 
two nights of work. But her family 
said she often used that money to 
help her family and friends. A part-
time Harper College student, Santos 
was considering a career in law or 
interior design before her death. 

Hermes said that even though the 
murder occurred almost a year ago, 
police continue to remain confident 
it will be solved. 

"At this point, it is really no differ-
ent than it was two days after the 
murder because of the number of 
people we've talked to and still have 
to talk to," Hermes said. 

He said more than 150 people have 
been formally interviewed in con-
nection with the murder and that at 
least 15 people who have taken lie 
detector tests have passed. 

"This is not the type of murder 
where you have a suspect or two 
right away," Hermes said. "We 
have to go through eliminating peo-
ple as suspects until we find one who 
cannot be eliminated." 

He said there are more than five 
people who have not been disqual-
ifeed as suspects. 
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Pub landlord asks for OK 
to find replacement tenant 

ic-ao  
BY BONNIE BOOTH parking spaces in order for a res-

taurant/bar the size of Hatfield's 
to operate on the site. With anoth- 

Wheeling village trustees likely er use, such as a retail store, the 
will extend the life of a shopping center would be re- 
Milwaukee Avenue pub now that quired to have 54 spaces. It was 
the landlord has asked for a constructed in the late '70s with 33 
chance to find a more suitable spaces. 
tenant for the space. However, Village Manager 

Howard Kagay, owner of the Craig G. Anderson said a parking 
shopping center at 141-149 S. study on the property shows no 
Milwaukee Ave., told trustees existing parking problem. He 
Monday that he has spent months said the village has not had any 
looking for a new tenant for the enforcement problems, such as li- 
space now occupied by Hatfield's quor code violations, with Hat- 
Pub, 141 S. Milwaukee Ave. And field's Pub or its owners. 
he said that although he has en- "Right now parking is not a 
listed the help of a real estate problem," Anderson said. "And I 
agent, there aren't any people am suggesting that as a practical 
looking to move right now. matter we extend the special use 

"We have gone through a num- through April 30, 1995 or until 
ber of different showings of the IDOT begins acquiring land." 
property to no avail," Kagay The Illinois Department of 
said. "With times such as they Transportation is scheduled to 
are, we can only go after existing realign Milwaukee Avenue 
businesses. Nobody is opening up through Wheeling with construe- 
new businesses." tion beginning in 1995. That will 

This is the second time Kagay leave even fewer parking spaces 
has asked for an extension of the in the shopping center. 
permit for Hatfield's. The three- "There are a lot of empty build- 
store shopping center continues ings out there," Trustee Anthony 
to fail to comply with village Altieri Jr. said. "I see this as an 
parking requirements. According opportunity to keep a business 
to village officials, the shopping going that is not having an averse 
center is required to have 83 affect at this period in time." 
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But Ira Frank, development direc-
tor for Freed, and Michael Klitzke, 
Wheeling's director of community 
development, said all the proper au-
thorities had been contacted regard-
ing the two acres of wetlands at the 
front of the property, which will be 
moved, and the three acres at the 
back of the property which will be 
untouched by the development. 

"They have followed all the proper 
procedures to this point," Klitzke 
said. 

Frank said the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, the government agency 
responsible for safeguarding wet-
lands, has been in on the develop-
ment "every step of the way." 

"The Corps of Engineers has been 
involved and everything we've done 
has been in accordance with the vil-
lage," Frank said. 

Telow is also opposed to the devel-
opment because it would bring more 
children into the village, forcing 
Wheeling Township Elementary Dis-
trict 21 to "build more schools and 
raise taxes." 

Duplex plans 
have Wolf Road 
neighbors u set 

By IRV LEAVITT close to Mayer Avenue. 
R	 Village Planner Mark 

Janeck suggested develop- 
Plan commi loners and ers try to split up the land 

residents who think 18 into lots for 11 homes. Eis- 
duplexes are too many to terhold said the board and 
build on three acres at Cawn agree the land would 
Mayer Avenue and Wolf have to be sliced into 
Road will be disappointed, bizarre, inadequate pieces 
according to the architect for single family homes to 
for the proposed develop- be built there. 
ment. He said he felt the board 

Gary Cawn said fewer wanted 14 to 16 duplexes, 
units would cost Berkshire which would probably halve 
Development too much the number of units backing 
money. The development's up to Mayer. 
neighbors say too many But it never actually 
would cut their own prop- demanded fewer units two 
erty values. weeks ago, as it did last 

Mike Perrella has lived month, when Cawn and Bill 
on 5th Street, just south of Walsh of Berkshire Develop- 
Mayer, for four years, and ment tried a plan for 24 nar- 
hates the thought seeing rower townhomes. 
the backs of a couple of Commissioners did ask 
duplexes when he looks out that the builders assure 
his bedroom window. them the land, if undevel- 

He and his neighbors oped, not revert to indus- 
would prefer to see homes trial zoning, where nearly 
on the 3-acre lot just south anything could be built, 
of Picardy, the new single- including a latex-glove fac- 
family home development. tory, a project Kuo has an 
They look wistfully to the interest in. 
land north of Picardy, Cawn said he will apply 
approved Monday night for for a planned development 
expansion of Picardy by the permit instead of rezoning 
Wheeling Village Board. to residential, which would 

Perella dreads the pros- keep apartments and latex 
pect of an entrance to Can- gloves off Mayer Avenue. 
dlewood lined up with 5his "Industrial would be ter- 
own 5th Street, making it a rible," said Perrella. "We 
route to the new develop- have a gang problem here. 
ment. "There are 14 kids on Nobody is there, at a ware- 
our block," he says. house, on the weekends, 

"I told him to keep the and that's where they're 
little shavers out of the going to collect." 
street," said Plan Commis- Perrella's fear of factories 
sion Chairman Paul Eister- probably is unnecessary. 
hold. But the backsides of some 

"I can't believe it. duplexes almost certainly 
Doesn't he have kids?" will face Mayer. Otherwise, 
asked Perella. they would face the new 

"I don't know," sighed L-shaped street to be built 
Eisterhold. "All these big to serve the property, and 
back yards, and it seems that would look very 
people around here think strange, according to Cawn. 
their kids have a God-given One of Perella's biggest 
right to play in the street." fears is that the duplexes 

But the entrance seems would sell slowly, like the 
set in stone, if not asphalt. nearby Timberleaf town- 
Move it cast, and it conflicts homes at 10th and Strong. 
with the entrance to a day- Capped pipes protrude from 
care center. Move it west, two concrete pads never 
and there's another street. built upon there. 
Put the entrance off Wolf And some of the Timber- 
Road, and it would be too 

• 

(Continued on page 111) 

• 
leaf units that were built 
stand vacant and unsold. 

Cawn said that won't hap-
pen at Candlewood Creek. He 
said his duplexes are pegged 
to sell for about $155,000, 
$30,000 more than Timber-
leaf s starter homes. "That's  

a terrible market," he said. 
"They're trying to sell to peo-
ple, in this economy, that 
aren't sure they're going to 
have jobs tomorrow." 

"Our duplexes will have 
value similar to Picardy's. 
They'll have master bed- 

rooms similar to those in 
$250,000 to $350,000 homes, 
whilrpool tubs, walk-in clos-
ets." 

"Timberleaf backs up to a 
factory. We'll be between Pic-
ardy and the other single-
family homes." 

Wheeling fills in northeast side with single family housing 
BY BONNIE BOOTH dy Place I. The two developments struction of phase two on a 13-acre Daily Herald Staff Writer are on Wolf Road, north of Mayer site. 

Avenue and west of Milwaukee Ave- One area resident, who is opposed With the recent approval of anoth- nue.
to the development, told the village er housing development along Wolf

"This type of development is in board he did not think regulations 
Road, Wheeling continues to subtly keeping with our comprehensive for preserving the wetlands on the 
change the northeast section of the plan," said Village Manager Craig Picardy Place II site were being fol-
village - at one time zoned mostly G. Anderson. "We are encouraging lowed. 
industrial - to an area with a decid- residential development, especially

"I caution you trustees to move edly residential flavor. single-family detached homes." carefully on the wetlands," said The latest addition is Picardy The success of Picardy Place I - Wheeling resident Steven Telow. 
Place II - a single-family detached with 39 single family homes - for "You allowed Picardy Place I to 
housing development of 31 units - developer Joseph Freed and Associ- gobble up land and now you are al-
that will be built just north of Picar- ates of Wheeling has prompted con- lowing wetlands to be destroyed." 
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Pavillion 
welcomes 
new director 

i,4<g-t 5'1)44' 

ongratulations and 
welcome to Ms. Nancy 
Jansen, hired to replace 

retiring Senior Citizen 
Coordinator, Barbara Hansen. 

Nancy joined the Village of 
Wheeling staff on Sept. 21 
and was selected among 130 
applicants. She has a 
bachelor of science degree in 
gerontology with a minor in 
social work, graduating from 
Bowling Green State 
University. 

Nancy is not new to this 
I  field; she has had six years of 

extensive experience in social 
service programs. In fact, she 
comes to this community 
from the Ela Area Senior 
Citizens Center in Lake 
Zurich, Ill. We welcome 
Nancy to the community and 
look forward to her work with 
the Wheeling Senior Pavilion. 
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Wheeling trustees set tax levy 
which reflects 6.4 percent hike 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

- Officials from Buffalo Grove, 
Wheeling and the Wheeling Park 
District want three separate pieces 
of land and are about to engage in an 
intricate swap that each group hopes 
will bring them what they want. 

The Wheeling Park District wants 
a parcel that is less than an acre - 
near the Chevy Chase Golf Course -
and within Buffalo Grove village 
limits. 

The park district has faced an 
uphill battle in securing the property 
from Buffalo Grove. 

Buffalo Grove wants another simi-
larly sized piece of land in Wheeling, 
adjacent to Lou Malnati's Pizzeria at 
85 S. Buffalo Grove Road in Buffalo 
Grove, so the restaurant can put in  

some additional parking. 
The village of Wheeling, mean-

while, wants some land at the front 
of the park district's property so it 
can erect a monument to the vil-
lage's centennial in 1993. 

And after some delicate negotia-
tions by all three sides, it looks like 
they may all get what they want. 

Buffalo Grove officials say they 
are willing to give up the land near 
the golf course if they can annex the 
parcel near Malnati's. 

Wheeling officials say they are 
willing to give up that parcel if they 
can use some of the park district's 
property on Dundee Road for the 
monument. 

The park district is building a new 
aquatic center and recreation build-
ing. 

Park commissioners said they  

want the land next to the golf course 
and, as of Thursday night, seem will-
ing to enter into preliminary negotia-
tions with the village of Wheeling to 
get it. 

"It's no secret we've been trying 
to get this property," Karop Ba-
vougian, director of parks and recre-
ation, told commissioners Thursday 
night. "We don't necessarily want to 
deed any of our property over to the 
village, but some agreement could 
be worked out." 

Park district commissioners de-
cided Thursday that at this stage 
they are willing to provide the vil-
lage some land but want some say in 
what gets built on it. 

"We will consider it," said park 
board President Tom Webber. "But 
we will have to set some ground 
rules we will use for guidelines." 

BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling village board set its 
1992 tax levy at $6.93 million Mon-
day, up 19 percent from last year's 
$5.89 million levy. 

The village is required by law to 
levy in certain amounts in several 
funds, but once the levy is establish- 
ed1  it can be abated - bringing the 
actual levy after abatement to $6.2 
million - up 6.4 percent from last 
year's levy. 

And Village Finance Director Rob-
ert W. Fialkowski said he will look 
for ways to pare down the levy so the 
increase from last year's is closer to 
5 percent. 

"We are looking for alternatives to 
bring that down even further," Fial-
kowski said. He added that the 6.4 
percent increase was "not a lot, but  

dollar-wise it is a lot of money." 
Trustees are expected to levy $2.7 

million in the village's general fund 
- up 14.3 percent from last year's 
$2.44 million. Money in the general 
fund is used to pay day-to-day opera-
ting expenses for the police, fire, 
finance and community develop-
ment departments, the administra-
tive services of the village board and 
vehicle maintenance. 

Fialkowski said expenses in the 
general fund are expected to be near 
$10.65 million next year, up only 4.9 
percent from last year. 

The bigger news for Wheeling resi-
dents could lie in 1993, however. 

Fialkowski asked trustees to con-
sider passing a home-rule sales tax 
when they look at the budget next 
spring. 

The state's deadline for passing a 
home-rule sales tax ordinance this  

year has already expired, and any 
sales tax approved in 1993 would not 
be available until early 1994. 

And as they look at instituting that 
tax, Fialkowski suggested they 
might do away with the vehicle 
sticker tax - now generating around 
$380,000 per year for the village. 

"The vehicle sticker tax is the 
most complaint-ridden," he said. "It 
is hard to keep track of who moves 
into the village and new residents 
don't know they are supposed to 
have a vehicle sticker until they get 
a ticket." 

And he said a sales tax would take 
some of the tax burden off village 
residents because many of the peo-
ple who shop and dine in the village 
live elsewhere. 

A public hearing will be held on the 
levy on Dec. 7 at 8 p.m. at village 
hall, 255 W. Dundee Road. 



WheelinFo  gain station may develop on smaller scale 
BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald. Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees took their first 
look Monday at the preliminary en-
gineering study for a commuter sta-
tion along the Wisconsin Central rail-
road line. 

And while the plans were for a full-
blown station with a 1,700-foot-long 
platform and parking for more than 
500 cars, trustees said it was likely 
the village would start out on a 
smaller scale and add to the facility  

as the number of people taking the 
train from the village increases. 

Wheeling is one of the first com-
munities along the proposed railway 
— which stretches from Antioch to 
Des Plaines and goes through Buffa-
lo Grove, Wheeling and Mount Pros-
pect in this area — to work toward 
plans for the station. 

But Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said other communities are 
beginning to move forward. 

Studies show that somewhere be-
tween 950 and 1,200 people are ex- 

pected to board the train in Wheeling 
per day. 

"Initially, we are looking at a 
large type of shelter," Anderson 
said. "Something that doesn't cost a 
large amount of money. If it success-
ful and pans out as we think it will, 
after two to three years we could add 
the bricks and mortar of a station." 

And he said the total amount of 
parking spaces would not be devel-
oped in the initial stages. 

"We would not put in all the park-
ing right away, either," Anderson  

said. "We don't want to deter people 
from riding the train but we want to 
encourage people to walk, ride bikes 
or get dropped off in the kiss-n-ride 
area." 

The station is expected to be locat-
ed on the tracks, just south of the 
Burger King at Dundee Road and 
Northgate Parkway. Plans for park-
ing call for spaces on both sides of 
the railroad tracks. Some land would 
have to be acquired by the village 
under the plans prepared by 
McClure Engineering Associates  

Inc. of Rockford. 
Construction of the full-blown site 

would cost about $2 million — includ-
ing the station, parking lots and 
some road improvements to make 
the station more accessible. There 
also would be an ongoing cost of 
renting the Commonwealth Edison 
easement for one of the parking 
areas. 

The details of the division of costs 
between municipalities and Metra 
have not been worked out yet, 
Wheeling officials said. 
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Elections leave Wheeling with little clout 
By IRV LEAvrrr 

STAFF WRITER 

Though the rains fell dh election day last 
week, it shone brightly over Buffalo Grove. 

The town may have seen the dawn of burgeon-
ing political clout, as for the first time village 
residents were elected to posts in the state house 
as well as the Lake County Board. 

And these are people strongly linked to village 
government. Verna Clayton, elected to the 51st 
House seat, retired last year after 12 years as 
Buffalo Grove Village President. David Stolman, 
elected to the Lake County 20th District seat, was 
campaign manager for his friend, current Village 
President Sid Mathias. Democrat Stolman was 
supported by several trustees, including acknowl-
edged Republicans Brain Rubin and John Mar-
ienthal. 

Taking care 
Buffalo Grove has always been able to take 

care of itself, anyway. The town has grown 
steadily over the years, and its population, set by 
the 1990 census at 36,427 has probably 
approached 40,000 in 1992. Those numbers give 
politicians pause in both Lake and Cook counties. 

"Buffalo Grove's always felt it had the ear of 
the county board," said Village Manager William 
Balling. "But with David, he and Sid see very 
much eye-to-eye on things." 

Mathias, who backed his pal energetically dur- 

No clout 
Wheeling Village President Sheila Schultz 

tried two years ago, when she ran unsuccessfully 
as a Democratic candidate for the Cook County 
Board. In another two years, candidates for the 
board will cease to run "at large," and run in 
districts. But those districts will be laid out by 
present board members, and none of them may 
want to see a district centered on Wheeling, 
where someone like Schultz could have a good 
chance of victory. 

Schultz said Monday she has made no plans 
for another run. She expressed regret that once 
again, her town had no direct representation any-
where. But she said that Virgina MacDonald, who 
had a tiny portion of Wheeling in her district, 
had often gone to bat for the village. She 
expected the same from newly elected 60th Dis-
trict House member Lauren Beth Gash, a Demo-
crat from Highland Park. Gash spent a lot of 
time campaigning in Wheeling, but she owed lit-
tle of her huge margin to Wheeling voters. 

She has much more of a debt to Lake County 
Buffalo Grove voters. 

But one of Schultz' main interests is transpor-
tation, as is Matthias', and they both may get 
some of the action they crave from Clayton. 

Schultz was just named co-chair of the North-
west Municipal Conference committee to bring 
the Wisconsin Central line through the northwest 
suburbs. She and Mathias have been in the fore-
front of the effort. 

Moving seat 
Clayton said Monday she'll definitely seek a 

seat on the House transportation committee, and 
is obviously capable. She is a former chair of the 
Chicago Area Transportation Study, as well as 
the transportation committee of the National 
League of Cities, vice-chair of the surface trans-
portation task force of the National Association of 
Regional Councils and also chaired the transpor-
tation committee of the NWMC. 

She is behind the Wisconsin Central, and also 
supports the effort to make an environmentally 
responsible extension of Route 53, long a dream 
of Buffalo Grove, though not one of new State 
Senator Bill Peterson of Long Grove, formally a 
state rep and a Buffalo Grove trustee. 

But despite differences with the present board, 
Peterson said Sunday he has the interests of 
Buffalo Grove at heart, and Balling said he's 
been a good friend to the village as a represen-
tative. 

, ing the campaign, effused at the thought of the 
I f-•• '-two locals in position of power. "Now with Verna, 

it's always wonderful to see a former mayor in 
position of higher authority." 

Down the road apiece, Wheeling once again 
has no resident in that position, and hasn't since 
the 70s. 

Village may end 
sticker shock 

By IRV LEAVITT 

Wheeling trust 
given the option of charging 
their own sales tax, and of 
dropping the requirement 
for vehicle stickers, a tradi-
tional but costly manner of 
raising funds. 

But if they do it, it won't 
be in time to offset dismal 
sales tax revenue that fell 
12 percent last year, to $2.57 
million. 

It will also not affect 
Finance Director Bob Fial-
kowski's prediction of a 
1992 tax levy 6.4 percent 
higher than last year's, after 
abatements to the old rate 
and projected abatement of 
the new one. He told village 
trustees he'd try to trim the 
increase, but he wouldn't 
get it anywhere near what 
he could if they had passed 
the proposals he's now sug-
gesting. 

s were 

No quick fix 
But these things won't 

happen immediately. The 
last deadline for applying to 
the state for a home-rule tax 
passed last May, and the 
next one is in January. 

Buffalo Grove is among 
the villages considering 
dumping vehicle stickers in 
favor of another tax that 
would not be so difficult to 
collect. But it would proba-
bly have to raise property 
taxes to make up for it. 

(Continued on page 9) 

9— Overlaid over this year's 
figures, a quarter-cent sales 
tax would raise about 
$700,000, or enough to actu-
ally reduce the levy 2.18 
percent. If the stickers and 
their $380,000 in revenue 
were immediately abolished, 
the levy would still only rise 
1.43 percent, according to 
Fialkowski. 

Commissioners at impasse 
on Wheeyng development 

g--13 'I 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Village Board will and Otis Hedlund voted against it. 
consider a developer's request to Three plan commissioners were ab-
build duplexes at the northeastern sent. 
edge of the village. Steilen said he liked the look of the 

But they will do so without a clear development but he said the plan 
recommendation from their plan called for more duplexes than ac-
commissioners, following a 2-2 tie ceptable on a three-acre site. 
vote by commissioners on the plan Gary Cawn, architect and planner 
Thursday. for the developers, said density 

should not be an issue because each 
unit of two duplexes closely resem-
bles the single-family houses in the 
neighboring Picardy Place develop-
ment. 

And he said it is not feasible, be-
cause of the site's shape and size, to 
develop it with single-family houses 
— as neighboring residents want. 

Butor agreed. 
"I feel what you have presented is 

the best use for this property," she 
told the developers. "Single-family 

"The units are beautiful but the homes would be nice but I don't think 
fact remains that we live there, you it's possible. You have gone to great 
don't," Picardy Place resident Stu- lengths to satisfy the village and the 
art Shapiro told commissioners. people. Sometimes people think 
"The people whose houses border duplexes and townhomes are tran-
this don't want it. Let the people be sient and bad, but I don't think that 
heard." is,true anymore." 

Commissioners Paul Eisterhold 
and Ellen Butor supported the plan 
while Commissioners Terry Steilen 

Tinley Park-based Berkshire De-
velopment wants to put 18 duplexes 
on a three-acre parcel of property it 
owns at the northwest corner of 
Mayer Avenue and Wolf Road. 

But more than 22 homeowners in 
neighboring single-family housing 
developments are opposed to the 
plan. While conceding that the pro-
posed duplexes are attractive, they 
say the development will break up 
their neighborhood and decrease the 
resale value of their homes. 

That would be a net gain t) 
taxpayers, but nothing like 
what Wheeling would enjoy. 

Wheeling can instead 
make up the difference with 
the modest sales tax, which 
would not be applied to food, 
medicine or automobiles. 
Fialkowski figures much of 
the burden, light as it may 
be, would fall to out-of-town-
ers, eating and drinking on  

Milwaukee Avenue's Restau-
rant Row, or shopping at Wal-
Mart and Sam's. The two 
stores are already promising 
to raise next year's sales 
taxes to pre-recession levels, 
according to the finance 
director. 

Buffalo Grove has no such 
easy option. It already has a 
half-cent sales tax and a real 
estate transfer tax. 

Other towns with home-
rule sales taxes are Arlington 
Heights and Palatine. 

"Glenview and Northbrook 
don't have a home-rule sales 
tax, but Glenview has a five 
percent utility tax and North-
brook has Northbrook Court. 
If we had either of those, I 
wouldn't be talking to you 
about this," laughed Fialkow-
ski. 
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Wheeling train station may develop on smaller scale 
as the number of people taking the pected to board the train in Wheeling 

Daily HeraldStaff Writer train from the village increases. per day. 
Wheeling is one of the first corn- "Initially, we are looking at a 

Wheeling trustees took their first munities along the proposed railway large type of shelter," Anderson 
look Monday at the preliminary en- — which stretches from Antioch to said. "Something that doesn't cost a 
gineering study for a commuter sta- Des Plaines and goes through Buffa- large amount of money. If it success-
tion along the Wisconsin Central rail- lo Grove, Wheeling and Mount Pros- ful and pans out as we think it will, 
road line. pect in this area — to work toward after two to three years we could add 

And while the plans were for a full- plans for the station. the bricks and mortar of a station." 
blown station with a 1,700-foot-long But Village Manager Craig G. An- And he said the total amount of 
platform and parking for more than derson said other communities are parking spaces would not be devel- 
500 cars, trustees said it was likely beginning to move forward. oped in the initial stages. 
the village would start out on a Studies show that somewhere be- "We would not put in all the park- 
smaller scale and add to the facility tween 950 and 1,200 people are ex- ing right away, either," Anderson  

said. "We don't want to deter people 
from riding the train but we want to 
encourage people to walk, ride bikes 
or get dropped off in the kiss-n-ride 
area." 

The station is expected to be locat-
ed on the tracks, just south of the 
Burger King at Dundee Road and 
Northgate Parkway. Plans for park-
ing call for spaces on both sides of 
the railroad tracks. Some land would 
have to be acquired by the village 
under the plans prepared by 
McClure Engineering Associates  

Inc. of Rockford. 
Construction of the full-blown site 

would cost about $2 million — includ-
ing the station, parking lots and 
some road improvements to make 
the station more accessible. There 
also would be an ongoing cost of 
renting the Commonwealth Edison 
easement for one of the parking 
areas. 

The details of the division of costs 
between municipalities and Meti'a 
have not been worked out yet, 
Wheeling officials said. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 



Elections leave Wheeling with little clout 
By My LEAvrrr 

STAFF WRFfIR 

Though the rains fell election day last 
week, it shone brightly over uffalo Grove. 

The town may have seen the dawn of burgeon-
ing political clout, as for the first time village 
residents were elected to posts in the state house 
as well as the Lake County Board. 

And these are people strongly linked to village 
government. Verna Clayton, elected to the 51st 
House seat, retired last year after 12 years as 
Buffalo Grove Village President. David Stolman, 
elected to the Lake County 20th District seat, was 
campaign manager for his friend, current Village 
President Sid Mathias. Democrat Stolman was 
supported by several trustees, including acknowl-
edged Republicans Brain Rubin and John Mar-
ienthal. 

Taking care 
Buffalo Grove has always been able to take 

care of itself, anyway. The town has grown 
steadily over the years, and its population, set by 
the 1990 census at 36,427 has probably 
approached 40,000 in 1992. Those numbers give 
politicians pause in both Lake and Cook counties. 

"Buffalo Grove's always felt it had the ear of 
the county board," said Village Manager William 
Balling. "But with David, he and Sid see very 
much eye-to-eye on things." 

Mathias, who backed his pal energetically dur- 

No clout 
Wheeling Village President Sheila Schultz 

tried two years ago, when she ran unsuccessfully 
as a Democratic candidate for the Cook County 
Board. In another two years, candidates for the 
board will cease to run "at large," and run in 
districts. But those districts will be laid out by 
present board members, and none of them may 
want to see a district centered on Wheeling, 
where someone like Schultz could have a good 
chance of victory. 

Schultz said Monday she has made no plans 
for another run. She expressed regret that once 
again, her town had no direct representation any-
where. But she said that Virgina MacDonald, who 
had a tiny portion of Wheeling in her district, 
had often gone to bat for the village. She 
expected the same from newly elected 60th Dis-
trict House member Lauren Beth Gash, a Demo-
crat from Highland Park. Gash spent a lot of 
time campaigning in Wheeling, but she owed lit-
tle of her huge margin to Wheeling voters. 

She has much more of a debt to Lake County 
Buffalo Grove voters. 

But one of Schultz' main interests is transpor-
tation, as is Matthias', and they both may get 
some of the action they crave from Clayton. 

Schultz was just named co-chair of the North-
west Municipal Conference committee to bring 
the Wisconsin Central line through the northwest 
suburbs. She and Mathias have been in the fore-
front of the effort. 

Moving seat 
Clayton said Monday she'll definitely seek a 

seat on the House transportation committee, and 
is obviously capable. She is a former chair of the 
Chicago Area Transportation Study, as well as 
the transportation committee of the National 
League of Cities, vice-chair of the surface trans-
portation task force of the National Association of 
Regional Councils and also chaired the transpor-
tation committee of the NWMC. 

She is behind the Wisconsin Central, and also 
supports the effort to make an environmentally 
responsible extension of Route 53, long a dream 
of Buffalo Grove, though not one of new State 
Senator Bill Peterson of Long Grove, formally a 
state rep and a Buffalo Grove trustee. 

But despite differences with the present board, 
Peterson said Sunday he has the interests of 
Buffalo Grove at heart, and Balling said he's 
been a good friend to the village as a represen-
tative. 

,_ing the campaign, effused at the thought of the 
i ic)."P-7-two locals in position of power. "Now with Verna, 

it's always wonderful to see a former mayor in 
position of higher authority." 

Down the road apiece, Wheeling once again 
has no resident in that position, and hasn't since 
the 70s. 

13i BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Commissioners at impasse 
on Wheeyng development 

'1-  l3 

The Wheeling Village Board will 
consider a developer's request to 
build duplexes at the northeastern 
edge of the village. 

But they will do so without a clear 
recommendation from their plan 
commissioners, following a 2-2 tie 
vote by commissioners on the plan 
Thursday. 

Tinley Park-based Berkshire De-
velopment wants to put 18 duplexes 
on a three-acre parcel of property it 
owns at the northwest corner of 
Mayer Avenue and Wolf Road. 

But more than 22 homeowners in 
neighboring single-family housing 
developments are opposed to the 
plan. While conceding that the pro-
posed duplexes are attractive, they 
say the development will break up 
their neighborhood and decrease the 
resale value of their homes. 

Commissioners Paul Eisterhold 
and Ellen Butor supported the plan 
while Commissioners Terry Steilen 
and Otis Hedlund voted against it. 
Three plan commissioners were ab-
sent. 

Steilen said he liked the look of the 
development but he said the plan 
called for more duplexes than ac-
ceptable on a three-acre site. 

Gary Cawn, architect and planner 
for the developers, said density 
should not be an issue because each 
unit of two duplexes closely resem-
bles the single-family houses in the 
neighboring Picardy Place develop-
ment. 

And he said it is not feasible, be-
cause of the site's shape and size, to 
develop it with single-family houses 
— as neighboring residents want. 

Butor agreed. 

Village may end 
sticker shock 

By IRV LEAVITT 

Wheeling trust 

tional but costly manner of 
raising funds. 

But if they do it, it won't 
be in time to offset dismal 
sales tax revenue that fell 
12 percent last year, to $2.57 No quick fix 
million. But these things won't 

It will also not affect happen immediately. The 
Finance Director Bob Fial- last deadline for applying to 
kowski's prediction of a the state for a home-rule tax 
1992 tax levy 6.4 percent passed last May, and the 
higher than last year's, after next one is in January. 
abatements to the old rate Buffalo Grove is among 
and projected abatement of the villages considering 
the new one. He told village dumping vehicle stickers in 
trustees he'd try to trim the favor of another tax that 
increase, but he wouldn't would not be so difficult to 
get it anywhere near what collect. But it would proba-
he could if they had passed bly have to raise property 
the proposals he's now sug-  taxes to make up for it. 
gesting. (Continued on page 9) 

?-5?' 9— Overlaid over this year's 
figures, a quarter-cent sales 
tax would raise about 

s were $700,000, or enough to actu-
given the option of charging ally reduce the levy 2.18 
their own sales tax, and of percent. If the stickers and 
dropping the requirement their $380,000 in revenue 
for vehicle stickers, a tradi- were immediately abolished, 

the levy would still only rise 
1.43 percent, according to 
Fialkowski. "I feel what you have presented is 

the best use for this property," she 
told the developers. "Single-family 

"The units are beautiful but the homes would be nice but I don't think 
fact remains that we live there, you it's possible. You have gone to great 
don't," Picardy Place resident Stu- lengths to satisfy the village and the 
art Shapiro told commissioners. people. Sometimes people think 
"The people whose houses border duplexes and townhomes are tran-
this don't want it. Let the people be sient and bad, but I don't think that 
heard." is true anymore." 

That would be a net gain t. 
taxpayers, but nothing like 
what Wheeling would enjoy. 

Wheeling can instead 
make up the difference with 
the modest sales tax, which 
would not be applied to food, 
medicine or automobiles. 
Fialkowski figures much of 
the burden, light as it may 
be, would fall to out-of-town-
ers, eating and drinking on  

Milwaukee Avenue's Restau-
rant Row, or shopping at Wal-
Mart and Sam's. The two 
stores are already promising 
to raise next year's sales 
taxes to pre-recession levels, 
according to the finance 
director. 

Buffalo Grove has no such 
easy option. It already has a 
half-cent sales tax and a real 
estate transfer tax. 

Other towns with home-
rule sales taxes are Arlington 
Heights and Palatine. 

"Glenview and Northbrook 
don't have a home-rule sales 
tax, but Glenview has a five 
percent utility tax and North-
brook has Northbrook Court. 
If we had either of those, I 
wouldn't be talking to you 
about this," laughed Fialkow-
ski. 



Trustees look at dispatch system 
it 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees took a first-hand 
look at state-of-the art public safety 
communications recently when they 
saw a demonstration of a computer-
aided call dispatch system that 
should be up and running in the vil-
lage within the next couple of years. 

Representatives of Integrated 
Computer Concepts, Inc. of Arling-
ton Heights, showed trustees, who 
were meeting as members of the 
Emergency Telephone Systems 
Board, how their computer-aided 
dispatch system directly dispatches  

police and fire calls to squad cars 
and fire stations without the use of a 
radio, automatically sends informa-
tion from individual squad cars to 
record-keeping and eliminates re-
dundancy in the tasks a dispatcher 
goes through each time a call comes 
in. 

And they said the system — which 
will cost about $200,000 — will never 
be obsolete. 

"This is a building block system," 
said Dan Monopoli, president of Inte-
grated Computer Concepts (ICC). 
"It was designed from day one to be 
that way so it does not become obso-
lete — it can be built upon." 

Patrick J. Kurz, director of mar-
keting for the company, said 40 po-
lice stations nationwide are now us-
ing the system and 25 of them — in-
cluding Deerfield, Schaumburg and 
Lake Forest — are in northern Illi-
nois. 

Wheeling patrol officers have com-
puters in their squad cars now, giv-
ing them access to limited informa-
tion. The ICC system would give 
them access to more information, 
store and print out reports on daily 
activities that are now recorded by 
hand, and enable them to send silent 
messages to dispatch and other pa-
trol cars. The ICC software can be  

installed on the computers already 
in the squads. 

It's a different story for the fire de-
partment, however. There are no 
computers in the fire department ve-
hicles now, so lap-top systems with 
graphic capabilities would be pur-
chased for the trucks and ambu-
lances. Fire department personnel 
would draw up floor plans that would 
be stored in the computer and called 
up when needed. 

Deputy Police Chief J. Michael 
Hermes said police computers would 
not be immediately replaced with 
computers that could receive graph-
ics. 

Wheeling finally surrenders 
in suit against police chief 

i 
 

BY BONNIE BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

With only the U.S. Supreme 
Court left as an avenue for ap-
peal, Wheeling village officials 
say they will give up their quest 
to have the guilty verdict in a ra-
cial discrimination lawsuit 
against the police chief overturn-
ed. 

Chief Michael F. Haeger was 
found guilty of racial discrimina-
tion by a U.S. District Court jury 
in February 1991 but was hoping 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Seventh Circuit would overturn 
that decision. 

However, the appeals court not 
only upheld the lower court deci-
sion last month but last week 
.refused to rehear the appeal — ef-
fectively putting an end to a 10-
year court battle. 

And village officials, although 
disappointed by the outcome of 
the case brought by black officer 
Bob Pressley, said that by ex-
hausting the appeals process they 
are satisfied they have seen the 
lawsuit through to its necessary 
conclusion. 

"Certainly we are disappoint-
ed," said Village President Sheila 
H. Schultz. "It was difficult to 

Vote puts brakes on plans 
for Pglwaukee operator 

, , • - / 7- 7 a-- 
By BONNIE BOOTH fixed-based operation at the air- 
Daily Herald Staff Writer port. And in the final vote, that 

concern outweighed commission- 
A Wheeling man's plans to be- ers' desire to provide competition 

come the second fixed-based op- for Priester Aviation — the air- 
erator at Palwaukee Municipal port's only fixed-based operator. 
Airport came to a halt Monday A fixed-based operator is an 
when the Wheeling village board aviation service company that 
voted against approving his lease provides fueling and maintenance 
agreement with the airport. service for both transient and 

Dennis Jans, president of Ser- Palwaukee customers. 
vice Aviation, has been working When the airport commission 
with airport staff and the decided last spring to move its 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport office to 1020 Plant Road and re- 
Commission for several months turn Hangar One to an aviation 
attempting to set up shop as a use, it requested proposals from 
fixed-based operator out of the re- 54 aviation service companies. 
cently vacated Hangar One build- Only Jans submitted a bid. 
ing. "The committee had a difficult 

Commissioners voted 5-2 in time with this," said Trustee Wil- 
September to recommend ap- liam Rogers, who is also an air- 
proval of the lease to the village port commissioner. "It was our 
of Wheeling and the city of Pros- genuine feeling that we should 
pect Heights — co-owners of the have two fixed-based operators at 
airport. Both communities had to the airport. But if he doesn't have 
approve the plan before it could enough capital to continue, the 
move forward. While Wheeling first thing that isn't paid is the 
soundly defeated it — 4-0 — Pros- rent. There are no safeguards 
pect Heights City Council mem- that if this were approved, the vil- 
bers voted unanimously to table lage, city and the airport would 
the plan indefinitely. not be the losers." 

At the heart of the matter for Airport Manager Fred Stewart 
Wheeling trustees was whether and Wheeling Village Manager 
Jans had enough money and ex- Craig G. Anderson had reserva- 
perience to run a successful tions about Jans' proposal. 

keep pressing forward but we felt 
we needed to get the issue re-
solved. This latest decision has 
not changed my confidence —
and the confidence of the board as 
a whole — in the chief as a profes-
sional." 

Haeger also said he was disap-
pointed with the verdict and he 
said he was grateful to the village 
board for supporting him 
throughout the case . 

"I did not treat Bob Pressley 
any differently than any other 
member of the department," 
Haeger said. "Officer Pressley's 
race was not a factor in any of the 
decisions I made regarding him. 
The original opinion was that of 
seven people, not bound by fact, 
who reviewed many years of my 
administration is just two 
weeks." 

Shortly after the original guilty 
verdict, trustees voted to pay 
Haeger's legal fees and the court 
judgment against him — a move 
that is now likely to cost the vil-
lage at least $250,000. 

Pressley was awarded $40,000 
in compensatory damages and 
his attorneys are expected to 
receive at least $212,000 for the 
more than 1,100 hours they have 
billed in the case. I 1.11111111111111 

Special-use permit Hatfield's liquor 
OK'd for 1142paplace license Zended 

Wheelin trustees approved a 'The village board, acting as the 
new special-use permit for Mat-
ty's Place that will allow the tav-
ern to have live music or a disc 
jockey. 

The new owners of the restau-
rant/tavern, at 1750 Hintz Road in 
the Tahoe Shopping Center, want 
to bring in live music on the week-
ends but have said food service 
will continue to be the most im-
portant part of their business. 

And they said the music played 
by a band or disc jockey will not 
be any louder than what is al-
ready produced by the jukebox. 

Liquor Control Commission, ex-
tended the liquor license of Hat-
field's Pub through April 30, 1993. 

The license was set to expire on 
Dec. 15 at the same time the spe-
cial-use permit for the tavern was 
also set to expire. But trustees re-
cently agreed to let the bar stay 
in business until 1995 because the 
owner of the shopping center in 
which Hatfields is located, 141 S. 
Milwaukee Ave., cannot find an-
other tenant for the space. 

Parking at the pub does not 
meet village requirements but 
there have been no problems at 
the site. 

competitive bidding 
waived for meters 

Trustees voted to waive the 
competitive bidding process for 
water meters and extend their 
contract with Badger Meter Inc. 
for another year. 

Badger, of Milwaukee, Wis., is 
willing to extend the contract and 
continue to sell the village water 
meters at the prices quoted in the 
1989-90 contract. Meter prices 
range between $45 and $60. 

Although the village purchases 
the water meters, purchasers of 
new homes reimburse the village 
for that cost. 

Police win award 
for pedestrian safety 

Trustees learned that the police 
department received an award 
from Illinois Secretary of State 
George Ryan and the AAA Motor 
Club for its programs promoting 
pedestrian safety in 1991. 

Wheeling Police Chief Michael 
F. Haeger said the award recog-
nizes programs presented by 
Crime Prevention Barbara Ko-
bishop in conjunction with area 
schools and the park district. 

"We are very proud of the rec-
ognition," he said. 



Duplexes fail lo win over plan commission 
By IRV LEAVITT have gone along with Berkshire Development's duplexes. 

S FF WRITER proposal as long as they cut down the number of 
LUtrrky duplexes. That would have allowed one fewer 

Developers planning 18 duplOxes on three unit to back up to Mayer Avenue, which would 
acres of land in Wheeling's Candlewood subdivi- make the view nicer for neighbors to the south. 
sion knew Wheeling plan commissioners thought 
that was too many. But they returned to the 
commission last Thursday with a plan for 18 
duplexes anyway, and promptly got turned down. 

Actually, the vote was tied 2-2, with three com-
missioners absent. The panel sent along their 
non-recommendation to the village board, which 
will decide if the plan can go forward. 

The two no-votes, Commissioners Terry Stei-
len and Otis Hedlund, doubt the trustees will be 
more receptive to the idea. "They tend to be 
sensitive to the wishes of residents," said Steilen, 
and Hedlund, a former trustee himself, nodded 
his agreement. 

And there are plenty of residents who don't 
like the plan. They live south of the land, along 
Mayer Avenue and the numbered streets leading 
to Strong Avenue. They live north of it, in the 
new Picardy Place subdivision. 

Residents in both areas want single-family 
homes between them, to stabilize a neighborhood 
oft threatened over the years by a hodgepodge of 
spot zoning. 

Both Steilan and Hedlund said they would 

6 There are a lot of errors, and 
a lot of things to make up. But 
if (single family development) 
could have been done, Picardy 
would have done it., 

Commissioner Ellen Butor 

And it would have afforded more space between 
the duplexes, though Berkshire architect Gary 
Cawn maintains the spaces between his units is 
similar to those between the single-family homes 
in Picardy. But Village Planner Mark Janek refused to 

When asked what he'll do to convince the vil- recommend the plan, and held out for single-fam-
lage board, Cawn said, "Well, I'll sure bring them ily homes, to preserve the character of the neigh-
an elevation of the back," to demonstrate the borhood. The land is surrounded by single-family 
attractiveness of all sides of the duplexes. But he homes on three sides, with light industry and 
said he still won't cut down the number of commercial across Wolf Road to the east. 

Residentc, however, are prepared for any even-
tuality. Led by -Picardy homeowner Stuart Sha-
piro, they have submitted a petition for forced 
rezoning of the property to single family zoning. 
That petition will likely be heard by the board 
simultaneously with Berkshire's, or before. 

Success of that option would preclude the use 
of the land for an industrial use, one that Berk-
shire has considered, but only neighborhood 
iconoclast Steve Telow supports. 

"These gentlemen bought a lemon, and it's 
their fault," said Telow. Neither Cawn or Berk-
shire's Bill Walsh will say how much was spent 
for the land, but Picardy's developer looked at it 
first and turned it down. 

"There are a lot of errors, and a lot of things 
to make up," said Commissioner Ellen Butor of 
the state of real estate in the Strong Street area. 
"But if (single family development) could have 
been done, Picardy would have done it." 

Group workshop to address signs of gang activity 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 

[ Daily Herald Staff  Writer 

Area residents will have an oppor-
tunity to learn some things about 
street gangs today during a gang 
awareness workshop sponsored by 
the Regional Action Planning 
Project (RAPP) and a Wheeling 
church. 

Wheeling detective Mike Kirby 
and Philip Herman, a gang preven- 

tion specialist from Omni Youth Ser-
vices, will be on hand at the Our Sav-
ior Evangelical Free Church, 300 S. 
Schoenbeck Road, Wheeling, from 
noon until 2 p.m. to conduct work-
shops and answer questions. 

Topics to be covered include how 
gangs are structured and develop 
and what can be done about them by 
members of the community. 

Kirby said this is the first work-
shop of this type to be held in the vil- 

lage. 
"Its purpose is to educate parents 

and other members of the communi-
ty," Kirby said. "We will talk about 
the history and how gangs evolved in 
the suburbs, how parents can identi-
fy children who are at risk for gang 
involvement and how to recongnize 
the signs - clothing and language -
that indicate a child might already 
be involved." 

Kirby said the seminar will end  

with a discussion of how community 
members can help the police and 
other community agencies deal with 
the problem. 

And he said that while he sees the 
growth of gangs stabilizing in the 
suburbs, that does not necessarily 
mean the problem is easier to com-
bat. 

"There was an initial group that 
migrated from the city," Kirby said. 
"Initally a lot of kids got involved  

that didn't know what they were get-
ting into. But now we are seeing a 
second generation getting involved 
and there is no blind involvement. 
They are doing it through constant 
choice." 

Herman, who also works with 
RAPP, said this is one of the first of 
several workshops the group hopes 
to hold throughout the Northwest 
suburbs. 

"There is a lot of misinformation,"  

Herman said. "People are working 
out of fear. These workshops are de-
signed to give more information and 
show people that there is something 
they can do in their own neighbor-
hood." 

RAPP is a multi-community alli-
ance - organized last year - to 
work toward eliminating conditions 
in the area that foster gang involve-
ment. 
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Crime stats 
paint mixed 
picture 

((-I 

Wheeling grounds plans 
for 2nd airport vendor 

fric7--ci D-- 
By IRV LEAVITT the Wheeling Village Board villages. 

C-.
WR ER smoked it 4-0, with two 

trustees absent. Both towns 
"I just hate see some- own the airport, purchased 

body's dream squashed," from founder George Pries- The memo reiterates 
said Wheeling Trustee Lois ter six years ago. Stewart's public opposition 
Gaffke. Jans, who recently moved to the proposal of Jans' Ser- 

But squashed it was, as from Kankakee to Wheeling, vice Aviation Co., calling it 
Dennis Jans' quest for a believes a memo sent by underfinanced and ill-pre- 
Palwaukee Airport fueling Airport Manager Fred Stew- pared, and inflates the gas 
and maintenance facility to art to the administrators of sales possibilities. "Service 
compete with entrenched both towns helped shoot the Aviation today exists sole13:,  
Priester Aviation became a venture down. But he in the mind of Mr. Jans," 
nightmare Monday night. planned to take his case wrote Stewart in the memo, 

The Prospect Heights back to the airport commis- obtained by Pioneer Press. 
City Council tabled consid- sion Wednesday, the same Airport Commissioner 
eration of the contract many panel that earlier voted 5-2 Jim Nickel said he was 
pilots have longed for, and to recommend him to the (Continued on page 12) 
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By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

)1A.^:1-  R S /p 
Illinois State Police crime 

statistics have been released 
again, drawing both ire and 
admiration as they often do. 

"You know, murder is a 
good example," said Wheel-
ing Deputy Chief Mike Her-
mes with disdain. "This 
year in Wheeling, it'll drop 
100 percent." 

There was one murder in 
Wheeling last year, and, as 
usual, none this year. 

Last year's statistics have 
Wheeling's rate for major 
crimes - murder/voluntary 
manslaughter, criminal sex-
ual assault, robbery, aggra-
vated assault/aggravated 
battery, burglary, theft, car 
theft and arson - rising 9.3 
percent from 1990 levels, 
with 3,523 occurrences per 
100,000 population. But that 
doesn't mean the streets 
have gone up for grabs. 

According to statistics for 
the last five years, Wheeling 
crime in 1991 was actually 
3.3 percent lower than in 
1986. 

Want to be confused? It's 
15 percent higher than it 
was in 1989. Suburban 
crime is so relatively sparse, 
statistics can change a lot 
year-to-year, but the 
changes often mean little. 

Buffalo Grove's statistics 
came in almost exactly the 
same as the year before, 
with 2,182 occurrences per 
100,000, as opposed to 2,103 
the year before - a 3.8 per-
cent difference. 

But compared to 1986, 
which was a light year for 
Buffalo Grove crime, statis-
tically, crime in that village 
is up 21 percent. Five years 
ago, the official population 
had risen, which skewed the 
statistics even more. 

"You have to look at sta-
tistics in the aggregate," 
said Buffalo Grove Crime 
Prevention Officer Roy 
Bethge. For instance, bur-
glaries in Buffalo Grove 
have ranged between 105 
and 62, resting at 96 this 
year. In Wheeling, it ranged 
between 172 and 115, with 
142 this year. 

(Continued on page 19) 

Wheeling aggravated 
assault and battery reports 
number typically between 
17 and 40. There were 39 
last year, 38 the year before. 

Buffalo Grove reports few 
people mad enough at each 
other to commit these 
crimes. They typically num-
ber below 10, as they have 
the last two years. 

There are usually no 
criminal sexual assaults 
reported in Buffalo Grove, 
or perhaps one or two, like 
last year. In Illinois, this 
relatively new crime statis-
tic is basically comprised of 
the old crimes of rant- and 
deviate sexual assault. 

Numbers for criminal 
sexual assault in Wheeling 
remained around five over  

d from page 5 

the years. Last year, there 
were 10. 

The biggest number is 
always theft, comprised of 
all reports of stealing in the 
communities, including car 
burglaries but not home 
burglaries. One of the bur-
geoning crimes of the sub- 
urbs, car break-ins 
accounted for 39 perc,:nt of 
the 660 Buffalo Grove thefts 
last year. There were 650 
the year before. Theft num-
bers were in the high 500's 
in the late eighties, and rose 
to the next level in 1990. 

Wheeling has seen thefts 
rise from 721 in 1986, drop 
precipitously to 663 in 1989 
and blossom to 806 last 
year. 
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Unfavorable memo 

"very disappointed" in hear-
ing about the Wheeling 
vote, as well as the Stewart 
memo Tuesday morning. 
Though the airport's ancient 
Hangar One, recently 
vacated by the commission 
and Stewart's staff, might 
be rented for airplane stor-
age at a higher rate than 
the $34,000 Jans' contract 
would pay, the 8 cents per 
gallon fee the airport sucks 
from the pump would likely 
more than make up for it, 
according to Nickel. 

He agreed with Stewart 
that Jans' original proposal 
of $150,000 in available capi-
tal was too low, but the pilot 
has since raised the ante to 
$200,000, than $250,000, 
though much of that money 
is family promises of sup-
port, hard to assess beyond 
the bounds of the 11-mem-
ber Jans clan. 

Nickel said Jans was 
caught in a Catch-22. Trust-
ees distrust his offer, partly 
because it was the only4one 
of 54 queries. They want 
him to be well-financed, but 
are only offering a five-year 
lease, since after that, they 
plan to demolish the han-
gar, and offer new, prime 
space to a second FBO. 

"What do they expect 
him to invest? Do they 
expect him to invest $1 mil-
lion in something that isn't 
going to be there in five 
years?" 

Nickel and two other 
commissioners were 
defeated in a vote recently 
to reduce the insurance 
costs to Service Aviation. 
Service had to come up with 
$50 million worth of liabil-
ity, an amount carried by 
Priester and perhaps no 
other fixed base operator. 
The requirement must be 
reduced for one FBO to 
reduce it for another at the 
same airfield, according to 
FAA rules. 

"We can't find anybody 
in the whole U.S. that 
exceeds $25 (million), said 
Nickel. "He has a $20,000 
(premium) cost penalty from 
the start." 

"I think he needs to 
restate the insurance case 
to the commission," said 
Nickel, promoting the idea 
that if Jans reduces his 
costs, his proposal will look 
more solid. "He made a 
fatal (business) mistake 
when he told us, when we 
asked him if he would go 
forward with the $50 mil-
lion, 'Yes, but.' Nobody 
hears anything after 'Yes.' 
He went down a long corri-
dor you can't come back 
from." 

That corridor looked like 
the tunnel under the 
English Channel Monday 
night as Village Manager 
Craig Anderson, Stewart 
and George Priester's son, 
company president Charles 
Priester, all spoke. 
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been too expensive for the retailer to checked by someone from opera-
construct a gravity sewer line from tions and maintenance on a daily ba-
the end of the village's system - sis. 
now at the southeast corner of the The project is expected to cost 
Cedar Run housing development, around $300,000 and will most likely 
just east of the Wal-Mart. be included in next year's village 

But he said pumping stations - budget. 
and there are eight in the village - And with the eventual widening of 
are expensive to operate and can be Old McHenry Road by the Illinois 
costly to maintain. Department of Transportation, Gray 

"We can eliminate future costs by said the work should be done as soon 
abandoning the Wal-Mart lift sta- as possible. 
tion," Gray said. He said the project would become 

He said he could not estimate how more costly if it is postponed and the 
much it costs to run that particular road is widened. 
station annually but he did say it is "I am concerned that we get the 

deep section out of the way," he 
said. "If they widen the pavement in 
that area there is little chance of us 
putting in the sewer without acquir-
ing land." 

"It makes a lot of sense to go to the 
Wal-Mart lift station," said Village 
Manager Craig G. Anderson. "I 
don't know of any developments 
coming in the future so I am reluc-
tant to recommend spending any 
more money now on the project." 

Extending gravity sewer service 
to the entire area could cost up to 
$750,000, according to village esti-
mates. 

Street relocation plan may be updated 
cia 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The construction schedule for the 
relocation of Hintz and Wolf roads 
could be accelerated if the project's 
engineers and all the agencies that 
must review and coordinate the relo-
cation can agree on a new schedule. 

Moving an intersection is not an 
easy task, and Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport Manager Fred Stewart said 
the Illinois Department of Transpor-
tation, the Cook County Highway De-
partment and representatives from 
the airport's engineering firm -
Rockford-based Crawford, Murphy  

and Tilly - and airport staff have 
been meeting regularly to review the 
construction schedule and coordi-
nate the efforts of everyone who will 
be involved in the project. 

"There are a number of review 
agencies," Stewart said. "This (ac-
celerating the construction sched-
ule) would require an extraordinary 
effort by Crawford, Murphy and Til-
ly and cooperation from all the agen-
cies who have to review the plan." 

The intersection of the two roads 
must be moved west to create a Fed-
eral Aviation Administration-re-
quired clear zone at the end of the 
airport's longest runway. 

And Paul Kramer, IDOT's project 
engineer for the relocation, said any 
acceleration of the schedule will 
happen only if the expected funding 
comes through ahead of the original 
schedule. 

Construction of two bridges over 
the Wheeling drainage ditch is ex-
pected to cost $1.9 million and relo-
cation of the two roads is expected to 
cost $6.3 million. The bridge work is 
expected to begin next summer and 
Kramer said if enough funding is 
available IDOT hopes to begin relo-
cating one of the roads in fall 1993 
rather than summer 1994 as original-
ly planned. 

Daily Herald Map 

Wal-Mart gets tentative OK for sewer hook-up 
11-021/-9,9  

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees gave a tentative 
nod Monday to extending the vil-
lage's gravity sewer system to the 
Wal-Mart Department Store on 
Lake-Cook Road. 

The move is designed to eliminate 
a pumping station constructed for 
the discount department store and 
maintained by the village. 

Robert Gray, director of opera-
tions and maintenance, said the 
pumping station was built to serve 
Wal-Mart because it would have 

Supporters try to revive second vendor bid 
that Ross Perot started in business with $2,000 -
from his father." 

Much of the money Jans plans to use comes 
from his father and other family members. Rela-
tive support was evident last week as at least 
four members of the Jans tribe were present, 
including his father and mother. They were using 
flashlights to direct traffic into Industrial Drive, 
so pilots could find their way into the new Pal-
waukee offices on Plant Road. 

The old office is the airport's Hangar 1, which 
Jans wants to rent. 

Competition 
So do several non-FBO renters, and Stewart 

said Monday it's the responsibility of the airport 
management to make sure rent payments aren't 
lost because of a failing FBO. 

But the lack of a competing FBO was blamed 
for the halving of the number of planes based at 
the field, which also costs the airfield money. 

Stewart said he answers to the two villages, 
not the commission, and doesn't regret sending 
the memos. At least two commissioners, Nick 
Helmer and Jim Nickel, had felt their wishes 
were undercut. 

And Prospect Heights Alderman Paul Richards 
said he was "appalled" by the memo, adding, "In 

(Continued on page 22) 

this country, we don't tell 
people whether they're going 
to succeed or fail." 

Helmer agreed. "Where 
does this presumption of fail- 
ure come from?" he asked 
the silent Stewart, who 
explained his actions to com-
missioners in closed session. 

Helmer said without the 
negative comments in the 
memo, which included ques-
tions on nearly every facet of 
the Jans proposal, it would 
have passed both town 
boards. 

Pilot after pilot, hungry for 
a new maintenance and fuel 
provider, complained about 
the possibility of losing Jans, 
the only bidder for a deal 
commissioners admit is not 
very attractive. 

Bill Hamilton, who started 
flying out of Palwaukee over 
40 years ago, said the memo 
"smacks of libel." Former 
Palwaukee Airport Pilots 
Association President Barry 
Axelrod demanded Stewart 
make Jans an apology, which 
was not forthcoming. 

Pilot and aviation insur-
ance salesman Chuck Wenk 
asked commissioners, "do 
you realize what is happening 
to your airport?" 

"You've dropped from 650 
airplanes to 342. You've 
chased away Quaker Oats, 
the Indianapolis Colts ..." 

"Do you know what's hap- 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 

Acrimonious spee es were hurled around the 
board room of the alwaukee Airport Commis-
sion last Wednesday, as commissioners and pilots 
tried to sort out the future of Denis Jans proposal 
to open an FBO on the airport. 

It was an odd battle, since the board had voted 
last month 5-2 to recommend to airport owners -
the municipalities of Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights - that Jans be welcomed. That's what 
the pilots wanted. 

But Airport Manager Fred Stewart was firm in 
his distrust of Jans' proposal, and had written 
memos to the towns disapproving of the deal, 
mainly because he didn't see adequate financing. 
He wrote, among other barbs, that the entrepre-
neur's "Service Aviation exists solely in the mind 
of Mr. Jans." 

Nov. 16, Prospect Heights tabled the measure. 
Wheeling voted it down. 

Feeling better 
Airport commissioners agreed to look at new 

financial proofs from Jans Dec. 2, and decide if 
they want to send him back to the village board 
for another try. They're likely to do so, especially 
considering William Rogers, who voted against 
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a.-Jans on each board, felt a lot better about his 
financial picture after the dust had cleared. 

"Why didn't he show us that before?" he said 
of several proofs of financial stability Jans passed 
out at last Wednesday's meeting. The Wheeling 
trustee said he felt much better about Jans bid 
after seeing them. 

Rogers, normally even-tempered, had blown a 
fuse moments before, after listening to a proces-
sion of pilots complaining that Stewart had over-
stepped his bounds by sending an extremely 
negative memo to the managers of each village, 
though the commission had voted positively. 

"I've served in the Village of Wheeling 15 
years and I've never seen a worse proposal put 
before us for consideration. 

"A perfect example of what's going on is this," 
he said, brandishing a copy of Jans' proofs of 
solvency. " 'I don't have $150,000, I have 
$375,000. Why didn't you bring this to us before? 

Family affair 
"I don't know what you're doing. None of this 

is guaranteed. I don't believe anything you say. 
We'd all love a second FBO, but don't saddle us 
with somebody who isn't going to make it." 

But the echo of Rogers' reminder of the sev-
eral holes in Jans proposals hadn't died before 
pilot Joe Grimm said, "I'd like to remind you 
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intersection! I 1..114Lrl I 1. 

HINTZ RD. 
Proposed 

intersection 

LARKIN DR. 

Wheeling 

PALATINE RD. 

Pal-Waukee 
Airport 

11:7" \'tf-;'' 

The construction schedule for the 
relocation of Hintz and Wolf roads 
could be accelerated if the project's 
engineers and all the agencies that 
must review and coordinate the relo-
cation can agree on a new schedule. 

Moving an intersection is not an 
easy task, and Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport Manager Fred Stewart said 
the Illinois Department of Transpor-
tation, the Cook County Highway De-
partment and representatives from 
the airport's engineering firm -
Rockford-based Crawford, Murphy  

nate the efforts of everyone who will 
be involved in the project. 

"There are a number of review 
agencies," Stewart said. "This (ac-
celerating the construction sched-
ule) would require an extraordinary 
effort by Crawford, Murphy and Til-
ly and cooperation from all the agen-
cies who have to review the plan." 

The intersection of the two roads 
must be moved west to create a Fed-
eral Aviation Administration-re-
quired clear zone at the end of the 
airport's longest runway. 

c.A..ciciaLuni ut Ltic t-ilet.11.4ie Will 
happen only if the expected funding 
comes through ahead of the original 
schedule. 

Construction of two bridges over 
the Wheeling drainage ditch is ex-
pected to cost $1.9 million and relo-
cation of the two roads is expected to 
cost $6.3 million. The bridge work is 
expected to begin next summer and 
Kramer said if enough funding is 
available IDOT hopes to begin relo-
cating one of the roads in fall 1993 
rather than summer 1994 as original-
ly planned. 

Daily Herald Map 

Wal-Mart gets tentative OK for sewer hook-up 
checked by someone from opera-
tions and maintenance on a daily ba-
sis. 

The project is expected to cost 
around $300,000 and will most likely 
be included in next year's village 
budget. 

And with the eventual widening of 
Old McHenry Road by the Illinois 
Department of Transportation, Gray 
said the work should be done as soon 
as possible. 

He said the project would become 
more costly if it is postponed and the 
road is widened. 

"I am concerned that we get the 

deep section out of the way," he 
said. "If they widen the pavement in 
that area there is little chance of us 
putting in the sewer without acquir-
ing land." 

"It makes a lot of sense to go to the 
Wal-Mart lift station," said Village 
Manager Craig G. Anderson. "I 
don't know of any developments 
coming in the future so I am reluc-
tant to recommend spending any 
more money now on the project." 

Extending gravity sewer service 
to the entire area could cost up to 
$750,000, according to village esti-
mates. 

been too expensive for the retailer to 
Daily Herald  Staff Writer construct a gravity sewer line from 

the end of the village's system - 
Wheeling trustees gave a tentative now at the southeast corner of the 

nod Monday to extending the vil- Cedar Run housing development, 
lage's gravity sewer system to the just east of the Wal-Mart. 
Wal-Mart Department Store on But he said pumping stations - 
Lake-Cook Road. and there are eight in the village - 

The move is designed to eliminate are expensive to operate and can be 
a pumping station constructed for costly to maintain. 
the discount department store and "We can eliminate future costs by 
maintained by the village. abandoning the Wal-Mart lift sta- 

tion," Gray said. Robert Gray, director of opera- 
tions and maintenance, said the He said he could not estimate how 
pumping station was built to serve much it costs to run that particular 
Wal-Mart because it would have station annually but he did say it is 
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Supporters try to revive second vendor bid 
By IRV LEAVITT D...-,JanS on each board, felt a lot better about his 

STAFF WRITE k . t financial picture after the dust had cleared. 
"Why didn't he show us that before?" he said 

Acrimonious spee es were hurled around the of several proofs of financial stability Jans passed 
board room of the alwaukee Airport Commis- out at last Wednesday's meeting. The Wheeling 
sion last Wednesday, as commissioners and pilots trustee said he felt much better about Jans bid 
tried to sort out the future of Denis Jans proposal after seeing them. 
to open an FBO on the airport. Rogers, normally even-tempered, had blown a 

It was an odd battle, since the board had voted fuse moments before, after listening to a proces-
last month 5-2 to recommend to airport owners - sion of pilots complaining that Stewart had over-
the municipalities of Wheeling and Prospect stepped his bounds by sending an extremely 
Heights - that Jans be welcomed. That's what negative memo to the managers of each village, 
the pilots wanted. though the commission had voted positively. 

But Airport Manager Fred Stewart was firm in "I've served in the Village of Wheeling 15 
his distrust of Jans' proposal, and had written years and I've never seen a worse proposal put 
memos to the towns disapproving of the deal, before us for consideration. 
mainly because he didn't see adequate financing. "A perfect example of what's going on is this," 
He wrote, among other barbs, that the entrepre- he said, brandishing a copy of Jans' proofs of 
neur's "Service Aviation exists solely in the mind solvency. " 'I don't have $150,000, I have 
of Mr. Jans." $375,000. Why didn't you bring this to us before? 

Nov. 16, Prospect Heights tabled the measure. 
Wheeling voted it down. Family affair 

"I don't know what you're doing. None of this 
is guaranteed. I don't believe anything you say. 

Airport commissioners agreed to look at new We'd all love a second FBO, but don't saddle us 
financial proofs from Jans Dec. 2, and decide if with somebody who isn't going to make it." 
they want to send him back to the village board But the echo of Rogers' reminder of the sev- 
for another try. They're likely to do so, especially eral holes in Jans proposals hadn't died before 
considering William Rogers, who voted against pilot Joe Grimm said, "I'd like to remind you 
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that Ross Perot started in business with $2,000 -
from his father." 

Much of the money Jans plans to use comes 
from his father -and other family members. Rela-
tive support was evident last week as at least 
four members of the Jans tribe were present, 
including his father and mother. They were using 
flashlights to direct traffic into Industrial Drive, 
so pilots could find their way into the new Pal-
waukee offices on Plant Road. 

The old office is the airport's Hangar 1, which 
Jans wants to rent. 

Competition 
So do several non-FBO renters, and Stewart 

said Monday it's the responsibility of the airport 
management to make sure rent payments aren't 
lost because of a failing FBO. 

But the lack of a competing FBO was blamed 
for the halving of the number of planes based at 
the field, which also costs the airfield money. 

Stewart said he answers to the two villages, 
not the commission, and doesn't regret sending 
the memos. At least two commissioners, Nick 
Helmer and Jim Nickel, had felt their wishes 
were undercut. 

And Prospect Heights Alderman Paul Richards 
said he was "appalled" by the memo, adding, "In 

(Continued on page 22) 

this country, we don't tell 
people whether they're going 
to succeed or fail." 

Helmer agreed. "Where 
does this presumption of fail-
ure come from?" he asked 
the silent Stewart, who 
explained his actions to com-
missioners in closed session. 

Helmer said without the 
negative comments in the 
memo, which included ques-
tions on nearly every facet of 
the Jans proposal, it would 
have passed both town 
boards. 

Pilot after pilot, hungry for 
a new maintenance and fuel 
provider, complained about 
the possibility of losing Jans, 
the only bidder for a deal 
commissioners admit is not 
very attractive. 

Bill Hamilton, who started 
flying out of Palwaukee over 
40 years ago, said the memo 
"smacks of libel." Former 
Palwaukee Airport Pilots 
Association President Barry 

-71-Trctrud demanded Stewart 
make Jans an apology, which 
was not forthcoming. 

Pilot and aviation insur-
ance salesman Chuck Wenk 
asked commissioners, "do 
you realize what is happening 
to your airport?" 

"You've dropped from 650 
airplanes to 342. You've 
chased away Quaker Oats, 
the Indianapolis Colts ..." 

"Do you know what's hap 
pening at your airport? It's 
going down. Soon it'll be 
down to zero. 

"Then you can talk among 
yourselves," he told commis-
sioners. 

Feeling better 
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Board ap roves $6.1 million levy 
G4 

BY LARRY BUZECKY 
Daily Herald Correspondent 

Wheeling's board of trustees has 

approved a $6.1 million 1992 property 

tax levy that is 4.7 percent larger 

than the village's $5.83 million 1991 

levy. 

The 1992 levy will be used by the 

county to calculate how much the 

village can collect in property taxes 

'n 1993. The levy had to be passed by 

i
he end of December. 

The village's actual levy ordi-

nance will ask for about $6.9 million 

in property taxes next year. 

However the community plans to 

abate about $800,000 from Wheel-

ing's 1985 and 1986 general obligation 

bond issues, said Director of 

Finance Robert Fialkowski. 

"It will provide sufficient revenue 

to maintain services,"  Fialkowski 

said about the levy. "It is certainly 

nothing out of the ordinary."  

The new levy will boosts the vil-

lage's road and bridge fund. In 1991 

board members levied $454,000 for 

the road and bridge fund. This year 

the village is asking for $550,000, rep-

resenting a 21 percent increase. 

The village hopes to earmark the 

money for a multi-year road mainte-

nance program. 

The village's police pension fund 

also increases under the new levy by 

19.5 percent. The community hopes 

to collect $163,000 in property tax 

revenue for the pension fund with 

this year's levy, up from $136,000 last 

year. 

"This is a recommended level that 

will keep us ahead of the game,"  Fi-

alkowsk i remarked. 

The village asked for $2.64 million 

for its general fund. This is an 8.2 

percent increase over the $2.44 mil-

lion raised last year. 

Money in the general fund is used 

for a variety of purposes, including 

daily police and fire '  expenses, 

finance and community develop-

ment, and administrative expenses 

incurred by the village board. 

Trustees first proposed the new 

levy in November at $6.93 million. 

After the abatement it was set at $6.2 

million, up about 6.4 percent from 

last year's levy. Since that time, vil-

lage officials were able to trim the 

new levy so that the increase over 

last year was under 5 percent. 

Officials also are considering im-

plementing a sales tax in the village 

to take of the revenue burden off 

property taxpayers. 

sue 
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Airportpanel to consider fixed-based operator 
Commissioners decided last spring 

to vacate Hangar One, which was 

housing the airport's administrative 

offices, so that it could be returned 

to an aviation-related use. At that 

time they sent out 54 letters to avia-

tion service companies, asking them 

to submit a proposal for use of Hang-

ar One. Jans was the only one to re-

spond. 

And his quest to become a second 

fixed-based operator at the airport, 

providing fuel and aircraft mainte-

nance to transient and Palwaukee-

based customers, has been a diffi-

cult one - with commissioners, air-

port staff and Wheeling village 

the proposal one more time. 

"We felt we should have updated 

numbers,"  said Commission Chair-

man Robert Strauss. "From our ver-

bal discussions, the numbers have 

changed some from five, six months 

ago when the original proposal was 

written."  

And Strauss said the commission's 

desire to see competition for Prie-

ster Aviation, currently the only 

fixed-based operator on the airport, 

is the impetus for taking another 

look at Service Aviation's proposal. 

The meeting will begin at 7 p.m. in 

the airport's administrative offices 

at 1020 Plant Road in Wheeling. 
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board members expressing doubts 

about the viability of his plan. 

After several meetings in which 

they carefully scrutinized Jans'  pro-

posal, commissioners voted 5-2 in 

September to recommend approval 

to the village of Wheeling and the 

city of Prospect Heights. As co-own-

ers of the airport, both communities 

must approve the plan before it can 

go forward. Wheeling trustees voted 

4-0 against renting Hangar One to 

Jans and Prospect Heights aldermen 

tabled the proposal. 

But Jam and a majority of the 

commissioners apparently want to 

ask the two communities to look over 
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BY BONNIE Boom 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 

Commissioners will again take up 

the proposal of a local businessman 

who wants to become the second 

fixed-based operator at the airport, 

when they meet in special session to-

night. 

Dennis Jans, owner of Service Avi-

ation, will present some new facts to 

commissioners as well as pull to-

gether in writing all of the informa-

tion brought out during discussions 

he has had with the group over the 

past several months. 
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Wheeling Deputy Police Chief J. Michael Hermes has been a member of the police department for 

this experienced police official 
—?" 

Neither crimes nor cameras rattle 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

In his 25 years as a member of the 
Wheeling police department, Deputy 
Police Chief J. Michael Hermes has 
held many titles. 

But it is in a role fondly referred to 
by his co-workers as "press czar," 
that he may truly have found his 
niche. Hermes, who celebrated his 
25th anniversary with the depart-
ment in September, has been field-
ing press inquiries since first becom-
ing deputy chief in 1983. But he has 
earned the press czar moniker in the 
year since a 28-year-old exotic 
dancer was murdered in her Wheel-
ing apartment. 

Since last October, Hermes has 
stared into the lenses of five or six 
television_ cameras with nary a 
fidget. He has patiently waited as 
journalists ask the same question, 
phrased slightly differently, over 
and over in hopes of getting him to 
give a more revealing answer re-
garding the murder of Jamie Santos. 
And he continues to answer the most 
important question of all, "Has the 
trail gone cold," with an optimistic 
"No." 

And although Hermes has been on 
television more this past year than 
in any other in his career, it isn't re-
ally a new role for the man who even  

before taking on the job as deputy 
chief and its corresponding press re-
lations duties, had more than his 15 
minutes of fame in the past 25 years. 

While he has handled many ques-
tions from the press over the years, 
he said the dumbest one he was ever 
asked came at him before he be-
came deputy chief. It had to do with 
an airplane crash near the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

"It was when a small plane and a 
big plane crashed near the intersec-
tion of Hintz and Wolf roads," 
Hermes said. "A Channel 9 reporter 
asked me what the police depart-
ment was doing to prevent mid-air 
collisions." 

The village of Wheeling and its po-
lice force have changed a great deal 
since Hermes, 50, took his first offi-
cial drive in a patrol car in 1967. 
That first day was not uneventful. 

On what should have been his first 
routine traffic stop, the person 
Hermes stopped had a suspended li-
cense. 

"He was just a kid and he rolled up 
the windows and locked the doors," 
Hermes said. "There were two or 
three officers on a shift then and the 
other two were busy so dispatch 
called an off-duty officer who was 
driving an oil truck. He came over, 
we broke the window and the kid was 
arrested." 

On his second night on the job, he 
was working with a sergeant when 
the two were called to a domestic 
fight. 

"The woman came running down 
the hall, followed by her husband 
who had a knife," Hermes said. "He 
jumped the sergeant but we were 
able to get him off. After that I want-
ed to ')e a cop even more than be-
fore.' 

Hermes had been thinking about a 
career in law enforcement for sever-
al years, but he took a few detours on 
his way to the uniform and squad 
car. 

"Sometime in high school I decid-
ed I wanted to be a police officer," 
said Hermes, who was raised in 
Skokie. "It could have been because 
I had a good relationship with a lot of 
police officers in Skokie due to the 
fact that my dad worked in the pub-
lic works department. 

"I pondered the Cook County Sher-
iff's police but it was too big and I 
thought about Chicago but my wife 
told me she'd be gone the day after I 
started," Hermes said. "So I saw an 
ad in the Herald for Wheeling and 
stopped in to pick up an applica-
tion." - 

He said five people took the exam 
and two passed and were hired as 
the village expanded the police de-
partment from 15 to 17 members.  

25 years. 

Before becoming deputy chief, 
Hermes served as a patrolman, 
watch supervisor, investigations su-
pervisor and field services supervi-
sor, with some stints back out on the 
street. And to this day, he still 
misses the street. 

"I miss being involved in all the 
activity," Hermes said. "I miss the 
case by case investigations and ro-
tating shifts. But I like the public 
contact in this assignment. And the 
thing I enjoy most is being able to 
have input and see some of those ide- 

Daily Herald Photo/Ray Carlin. 

as happen." 
Hermes' years in the department 

have not been totally smooth, howev-
er. 

See POLICE on Page 2 

POLICE: Official celebrates 
Apartment plan more appealing to neighbors 25th year on village force  

Continued from Page 1 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

-0 wr3-t'il /(S 
The possibility of suburban strip mall sprawl 

oozing across Elmhurst Road to nestle up against 
the Colonial Apartments has receded. 

A developer plans to build three two-flat apart-
ment buildings on the acre of land across the 
street from the Creek Side Shopping Center. Two 
would go on the south side of the access road 
leading into Colonial, and one on the north side. 

That's less crowded than the eight units per 
acre the present zoning allows, according to 
Wheeling Village Planner Mark Janeck. And a lot 
less busy than the strip mall/office center land-
owner Bill Groebe had proposed earlier, and had 
seen shot down by the plan commission. 

• 

Peaked roofs 
This time, the plans are for DECA Develop-

ment of Lake Forest to build peaked-roof apart-
ment buildings of 1,250 square feet per unit, next 
to the more dense apartment buildings on Colo-
nial Drive. Janeck expects the buildings to sell 
for upwards of $160,000, and would be "a spur to 
improve properties nearby." 

He expects the plan to have little trouble get-
ting through the village zoning board of appeals 
early this month, where DECA will ask to disal-
low the parking of recreational vehicles on the 
property. Janeck feels commissioners would 
heartily agree, since boats and campers might 
not look beautiful parked on residential property, 
even near one of the busiest corners in Wheeling. 

There would be no garages on the property,  

however. Cars would enter the property along the 
Colonial Apartments access road, which Groebe 
owns, and park outside, next to the buildings. 

Hidden parking 
Janeck said the parking areas would be par-

tially hidden by landscaping, including copious 
trees planted along Elmhurst Road. 

DECA's Dan Davis might retain one of the 
buildings, but he hasn't promised to, according to 
Janeck. 

He said the project will probably reach the 
village board in January, and if approved, would 
be ready for groundbreaking in the spring. 

In 1979, he was one of 11 officers to 
sue the village charging that it pre-
arranged department promotions 
and then fixed police test scores. The 
police officers lost the suit in Novem-
ber 1982. Hermes said it was difficult 
for all involved in the suit to work 
together during that time. 

"It was extremely difficult to work 
for a while," Hermes said. "There 
were two factions. But over time, 
some of the key players on both sides 
left and we started working harmo-
niously again." 

And while that period in his career 
may have been one of the lowest, one 
of the high points was in November 
1990 when the police department won 
national accreditation from the 
Commission on Accreditation for 
Law Enforcement Agencies Inc. 

Hermes was instrumental in the 
three-year process leading up to the 
accreditation.making sure that  

more than 829 standards for accredi-
tation in areas of policies and proce-
dures, administration and opera-
tions and support services, were 
met. 

"At times it seemed rather slow," 
Hermes said. "But we got a lot of 
help and input from departments 
that had already been accredited." 

The department must go through a 
re-accreditation process every five 
years. Keeping the department on 
top of any new accreditation require-
ments, as well as working within the 
old ones, is a job that continues to 
fall under Hermes purvue. 

He said a lot has changed since his 
early days on the force. 

"When I was on the street if you 
got a burglary call you went to the 
scene and did it all," Hermes said. 
"You took the report, you did the ev-
idence technician's work and you did 
the follow-up. Now we are more spe-
cialized. We have evidence techni-
cians, traffic specialists and investi-
gators." 



Continued from page 5 

by the strong preconceived 
notions about the develop-
ment. "(Quo) has tried to be 
a good neighbor. We've lis-
tened to the residents' con-
cerns and tried to address 
them in our new presenta-
tion. What the village did 
here tonight just isn't fair. 
Nobody wins in a situation 
like this." 

Shapiro, however, called 
it a victory but cautioned 
other residents that the pro-
ject could be brought up for 
reconsideration. 

Continued from page 5 
won a promise from Stewart 
to study insurance rates 
around the country. None of 
the commissioners, Stewart, 
or anyone else involved has 
yet found an airport of simi-
lar size that demands any-
where near $50 million. He 
also feels that Stewart 
should have undergone the 
study much earlier, without 
prompting. 

Nickel maintains the 
high standard causes hard-
ship to any new operator, 
but wants to make sure the 
commission demands 
enough insurance. 

Rogers is far from sure, 
at this point. "If he repairs 
a plane, and it takes off and 
hits an apartment building, 
and there are $40 million or 
$50 million in lawsuits, 
what's going to happen if 
we've allowed less insur-
ance?" 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Wheeling board votes down 
duplexes at Mayer, Wolf 
ByBONNIFB/f l'74  ning, letting two area homeown-

ers speak for the entire group. 
"We are asking for a denial of 

the proposed duplex town house 
development at Wolf and 
Mayer," said Stuart Shapiro, a 
resident of the Picardy Place de-
velopment to the north of the cor-
ner. "We want you to consider 
taking steps to change the zoning 
to single family. We don't want 
this in our back yard, nor do we 
want industrial, either." 

The property is zoned industri-
al, but on Wheeling's comprehen-
sive plan for the village it is des-
ignated residential. Village Man-
ger Craig G. Anderson 
recommended against approval 
and the plan commission dead-
locked in a 2-2 tie over the propos-
al, sending it to the village board 
with no recommendation. 

"The surrounding land uses 
have taken on a single-family res-
idential character," Anderson 
said. "And the comprehensive 
plan does indicate this land is ap-
propriate for single-family also. 
And while the argument has been 
made this could be a buffer be-
tween residential and industrial 
— and, certainly, Wolf Road is in-
dustrial to the east — Wolf Road 
itself provides a buffer." 

By Bill Dotson 

Refusing a request to 
postpone the matter, Wheel-
ing Village Board members 
voted unanimously Monday 
to reject the proposed town-
house development at the 
northwest corner of Mayer 
Avenue and Wolf Road. 

Gary Cawn of the Cawn 
Group PC, architect for the 
project, had asked the trust-
ees to delay consideration to 
allow more time to prepare 
a new presentation. 

Cawn said he was 
informed shortly before the 
meeting that because of an 
emergency, property owner 
James Quo was leaving for 
China the next day. 

Cawn apologized for the 
surprise delay request. "I'm 
at a significant disadvan-
tage," he said. "We have no 
legal counsel present, and 
we are not prepared to 
make a presentation 
tonight." 

Two resident petitions, 
together totaling 115 signa-
tures, asked that the pro-
posal be denied. 

Stuart Shapiro, a resident 
of the neighboring Picardi 
development, said, "We feel 
the development is too 
dense." 

Shapiro expressed con-
cern about the increased 
traffic the development 
would bring to the area, not-
ing that his daughter 
attends preschool in the 
neighborhood, "and I can 
tell you now that intersec-
tion is a mess in the morn-
ing and evening." 

Cawn disputed that 
claim, saying the develop-
ment would only bring 
another 14 cars into an area 
that already has hundreds 
pass through it. "If 14 more 
cars is a problem, then they 
(the existing residents) 
shouldn't be there at all." 

Cawn, who said he was 
extremely disappointed with 

I the refusal to postpone, 
. speculated briefly on three 
possibilities his client could 
seek, one being reconsidera-
tion in court. 

Another possibility would 
be to pursue single-family 
development, which the 
neighbors prefer, although 

(rontinued on page 19) 

Cawn said the project has 
never been considered from 
that angle. 

Another option would be 
to develop the site for 
industrial use under its pre-
sent zoning. 

"But what he (Quo) will 
do, I just don't know," 
Cawn said. "I know he's 
going to be very disap-
pointed, and he's not going 
to want to leave for China." 

He added that the new 
presentation would have 
eased many of the neigh-
bors' fears by detailing how 
the development would fit 
into and compare with the 
surrounding area. 

"What we were proposing 
was designed to blend in 
with Picardi," he said. "We 
were spending more per 
unit on landscaping than 
had ever been proposed 
before." 

He said he was frustrated 

Maple Ave. 
projec yl, 
rej ct6 

Vendor may get 
second chance 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling village board 
took to heart Monday the opinions 
of residents who don't want to see 
duplexes built in their neighbor-
hood, unanimously voting against 
rezoning a parcel to allow the de-
velopment to be built. 

Tinley Park-based Berkshire 
Development wanted to put 18 
duplexes on a 3-acre parcel it 
owns at the northwest corner of 
Mayer Avenue and Wolf Road, 
but more than 80 residents of the 
single-family housing develop- 
ments that virtually surround the 
property opposed the plan. 

Gary Cawn, agent for 
Berkshire, asked trustees to de-
lay a decision on the plan Monday 
because the property owner and 
his lawyer could not attend the 
meeting, but trustees decided to 
go ahead and vote on the propos-
al. Cawn did not make a presenta-
tion on the proposal, and although 
he reserved the right to speak af-
ter residents had voiced their 
concerns, he did not do so. 

And residents, who last month 
paraded before plan commission-
ers with a litany of concerns, 
were also quieter Monday eve- 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

A local developer can move for-
ward on construction of the sec-
ond phase of his Wheeling subdi-
vision after village trustees on 
Monday gave final approval to his 
plans. 

Picardy Place II — a single-
family detached housing develop-
ment of 31 units — will be built 
just north of Picardy Place I. The 
two developments are on Wolf 
Road, just north of Mayer Avenue 
and west of Milwaukee Avenue. 

The success of Picardy Place I 
— with 39 single-family homes—
for developer Joseph Freed and 
Associates of Wheeling has 
prompted construction of the sec-
ond phase on a 13-acre site. 

Wheeling resident Steven 
Telow appeared before trustees, 
as he has done on several other 
occasions, to ask them to guard 
the wetlands on the site. 

"The Johnson Lake area is the 
only wetland left in the Wheeling 
area," Telow said. "The wildlife 
there cannot speak for them-
selves. If you allow Picardy II to 
be developed and allow them 

411 (Freed) to get their feet in the 
door, you haven't seen the end of  

greedy developers." 
Community Development Di-

rector Mike Klitzke said the U.S. 
Army Corp of Engineers has 
looked over Freed's plans for 
moving the wetlands to another 
place on the site and has issued a 
permit for the work — in effect, 
giving approval to the plan. 

Telow said he has made several 
attempts to see an actual copy of 
that permit but so far has been 
unsuccessful. However, Klitzke 
invited him to visit the communi-
ty development offices during 
regular working hours to get a 
copy of the permit, which he said 
is now on file. 

And Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz said preservation of wet-
lands is of great importance to 
the village. 

"The village has gone to a great 
deal of effort to conserve wet-
lands," she said. "This is a rather 
complex project. I believe the 
wetlands this project will impact 
were considered dying wetlands 
because they are next to Wolf 
Road. The new area will be more 
sheltered and combined. We are 
looking forward to the benefits. 
This will give us more wetlands 
than we previously had in the vil-
lage." 

By IRV LEAVI1T 

STAFF 

The governing b ds of 
Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights will get another 
chance at approving a new 
fuel and maintenance ven-
dor at Palwaukee Airport. 

There has never been a 
competitor for Priester Avia-
tion in the history of the 
airport. 

This time, it might have 
a better chance of passage 
in Wheeling. 

It might all depend on 
Bob Fialkowski, the village 
finance director. He's going 
to look at applicant Dennis 
Jans' documentation of his 
financial backing, and see if 
it measures up to Wheeling 
standards. His report will be 
available to Prospect 
Heights, as well. 

That city, which shares 
ownership of the airfield 
with Wheeling, tabled the 
earlier 5-2 commission rec-
ommendation of Jans when 
airport manager Fred Stew-
art sent a derogatory cover 
letter along. Wheeling voted 
it down 4-0. 

Wheeling Trustee William 
Rogers decided to give Fial-
kowski the papers. The 
dean of the Wheeling con-
tingent to the commission, 
Rogers has been on the Pal-
waukee panel since the air-
field was purchased six 
years ago. 

Both municipal boards 
are expected to reassess 
their positions later this 

/ 0 

month. Among the Wheel-
ing trustees are those who 
admit knowing little about 
airport matters. Two of the 
trustees, however, Anthony 
Altieri and Elizabeth Hart-
man, sit on the airport com-
mission with Rogers. 

Rogers was the only air-
port commissioner of seven 
who didn't vote to recom-
mend Jans again last 
Wednesday. He said he 
withheld his vote pending 
Fialkowski's report. 

Commissioner Nick Hel-
mer, feeling that unfair 
delays had cost Jans too 
much, had asked the com-
mission to award the Wheel-
ing man three months free 
rent to get him started. Hel-
mer's motion was defeated, 
however. 

"If you're in village gov-
ernment, you cannot offer 
to open up the village cof-
fers," said Rogers of the 
rent forgiveness, a common 
private business practice. "I 
couldn't do that in good 
conscience." 

Rogers had blasted Jans 
a few weeks ago for alleged 
shoddy paperwork and 
unproven financial backing, 
but was pleased when Jans 
began bringing proof of 
funding. 

Commissioner Jim 
Nickel, continually amazed 
that airport Manager Fred 
Stewart continues to back 
$50 million in liability insur- 
ance for both the new fixed 
base operator and Priester, 

(Continued on page 21) 

• 

Developer gets approval 
for secon4 subdivision 
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Wheeling police officers cordon off the entrance to the First escaped with cash. Apparently, the robbery was carefully 
Colonial Bank Northwest last week after a masked bandit planned, FBI sources said. 

Robbedri3-arefully planned 
C 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The robbery of Wheeling's First 
Colonial Bank Northwest last Wednes-
day was apparently carefully planned, 
said FBI sources, but why it was 
planned the way it was has them won-
dering. 

The robber and an accomplice 
apparently left the scene in separate 
cars, driving across Pleasant Run Park, 
escaping detection and apparently rais-
ing no suspicions of residents on 
streets along the 4-acre plot. 

Investigators aren't sure why they 
would have wanted to do something so 
attention-getting as to leave the road. 
But apparently it worked, since ran-
dom canvasses of the park's neighbors 
turned up no witnesses. 

That doesn't surprise agents, since 
there were probably few people at 
home during the mid-morning robbery. 

FBI  officials have a theory on why  

the robbers apparently used two cars. 
During an earlier robbery in Brook-
field, also attributed to the same pair, a 
citizen followed the stolen car used in 
the robbery but lost sight of the car 
when another vehicle got in his way. 
Only later did it become apparent the 
second driver was in on the scheme. 

In all, the two unknown bandits are 
believed responsible for 27 robberies in 
Illinois and Wisconsin since 1985, 11 
this year. The original robber, nick-
named the "masked bandit" is 
believed to have committed the first 23 
jobs alone. 

That robber, about 6 feet tall, was 
usually seen wearing a Halloween-type 
mask that looked like an old man; 
some witnesses suggested Ronald Rea-
gan. The accomplice, four inches 
shorter, was said to be wearing a dif-
ferent mask last Wednesday, perhaps 
one of Michael Dukakis. 

They were not the same duo which 
robbed the First Colonial branch at 800  

S. Wheeling Road two years ago. Jef-
frey Erickson, the Hanover Park ex-po-
lice officer recently killed in a 
courthouse gunfight, was flonsidered 
responsible for that robbery. 

Early police estimates of the loss in 
last week's robbery placed it between 
$20,000 and $25,000. But as in all such 
cases, local police turned the investiga-
tion over to the FBI immediately, and 
the FBI, as a matter of course, refuses 
to disclose how much is taken in bank 
robberies. 

The bureau's Bob Long said the rob-
ber held up several tellers with a semi-
automatic pistol. 

The copper-colored Oldsmobile 
Delta 88 used in the robbery was found 
on Pleasant Run Drive in Wheeling by 
Buffalo Grove police. The FBI said the 
taller robber may have been spotted by 
a witness in another car in the bank 
parking lot at the time of the robbery, 
about 9:55 a.m. 

Officials to eye fixed-based operation 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Prospect Heights City Council 
members and Wheeling trustees will 
take another look at a proposal for, a 
second fixed-based operation at 
Palwaukee Municipal Aiport for 
which a local entrepreneur has been 
seeking approval the past several 
months. 

Both communites, co-owners of 
the airport, must approve the plan of 
Dennis Jans, owner of Service Avia-
tion, before he can open the second 
fixed-based facility in Hangar One at 
the airport, on Milwaukee Avenue,  

just north of Palatine Road. airport the size of Palwaukee. 
It has been rough going for Jans — Priester Aviation is the only fixed- 

who moved to Wheeling last summer base operator now on the airport, 
in an effort to get his business off the providing fuel and aircraft mainte-
ground. Although supported by sev- nance to airport-based and transient 
eral members of the Palwaukee Air- customers. 
port Pilot's Association, the plan was Both communities are scheduled 
met with caution by Palwaukee Air- to vote on Jans' proposal on Jan. 4. 
port Commissioners who voted 5-2, It will be the second vote for 
after several months of discussion, Wheeling trustees, who defeated the 
to ask the two communities to ap- original proposal in a 4-0 vote in No-
prove the plan in early September. vember. Prospect Heights City 
The plan also met with resistance on Council members have never voted 
the part of Airport Manager Fred E. on the issue, deciding instead to 
Stewart, who does not feel Jans has table it when it came before them in 
the money necessary to run a suc- November. 
cessful fixed-based operation at an However, Jans submitted a  

revised proposal that both communi-
ties have now agreed to take a look 
at. 

In a recent workshop meeting sev-
eral Prospect Heights city council 
members expressed support for 
Jans and his proposal. 

"I'm all in favor of a second 
FBO," said 1st Ward Alderman Ed-
win J. Shipanik. "I think competition 
is the best thing in the world." 

And Wheeling trustees, after hear-
ing that Prospect Heights was ready 
to discuss the revised plan were 
ready to take it off the table, where 
they had placed it Dec. 7. 



Sheila H. Schultz 
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Wheeling OKs town house development to beautify corner 
BY BONNIE BOOTH 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees recently gave 
their stamp of approval to a town 
house development that could dress 
up one of the village's most unsightly 
corners. 

Although two trustees voted 
against the plan of a Lake Forest-
based developer to build six town 
houses on a nearly one-acre parcel 
near the southwest corner of 
Elmhurst and McHenry Roads, the 
rest of the board was in favor of it. 

1 rustee Elizabeth Hartman, who 
seemed dismayed by the fact that  

the plan did not include garages, 
voted against the plan as did Trustee 
Judy Abruscato. 

And while the town houses, which 
will be constructed in three build-
ings, are not as upscale as some 
other developments now being con-
structed in the community, Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz said 
there was a need for this type of 
housing in the village. 

"I'm glad to see pictures of what 
the buildings will look like," Schultz 
said. "I think the buildings are very 
attractive and they do fill a need. 
This is a very difficult area to devel- 
op

. 
 

The odd shape of the parcel and 
the fact that an access road to the 
nearby Colonial Townhome develop-
ment splits the property in half has 
troubled developers and the village's 
plan commission as they considered 
a best use for the site. Several years 
ago trustees approved a town house 
plan from another developer but the 
town houses never were built. 

And the Colonial Townhome devel-
opment recently has come under 
scrutiny from village officials be-
cause several of the buildings are 
falling into disrepair and there are 
no homeowners association stand-
ards governing the property. 

Developer Dan Davis said each of 
the three buildings would be sold to a 
buyer who would be required to live 
in one of the two units in the building 
and rent out the other one. He said 
he is targeting first- and second-time 
home buyers for the 1,250-square-
foot units. 

And he said he has added 
landscaping to his proposal to create 
a green belt between the develop-
ment and the two roadways. 

Last year the plan commission re-
jected the plans of a Palos Hills-
based developer who wanted to build 
two $3,000 square-foot commercial 
buildings on the site. 

'b-Schultz to seek fourth term as village president 
/02— (-1-702  

"It will be difficult for me to see 
Daily Herald Staff Writer Joe and Bill leave," Schultz said. "I 

have worked with them for a long, 
Wheeling Village President Sheila long time. But the new slate really 

H. Schultz announced Monday that looks good." 
she will seek a fourth term in the Schultz will be joined on the April 
April election. ballot by two new trustee candi- 

She will be joined on the Wheeling dates: Zoning Board of Appeals 
Progress Party slate by three candi- Commissioner Wayne Wisinski and 
dates for trustee positions and one Wheeling Park District Commission-
candidate for village clerk. er Robert Todd. Incumbent Trustee 

However, trustees William Rogers Elizabeth Hartman will be seeking 
and Joseph Ratajczak decided not to her third term. 
run for re-election. Village Clerk Pat Drewes, who  

was appointed to fill the position 
when Lois Gaffke was elected trus-
tee in 1991, has decided against run-
ning for a first full four-year term. 
The Wheeling Progress Party has 
slated Jeanne Selander, a 37-year-
old teacher of religious education 
who has been active in Girl Scouts 
and the parent/teacher organizations 
at Mark Twain and Walt Whitman el-
ementary schools, to run for village 
clerk. 

Both Ratajczak and Drewes cited 
work and family conflicts in their de- 

cisions not to seek another term on 
the village board. 

But Rogers said he felt he had 
served long enough as trustee. 

"My tenure has been longer than I 
originally envisioned," Rogers said. 
"And my decision not to run is based 
on my conception that my initial pur-
pose has been largely fulfilled." 

But he said he still will be active in 
the village. 

"I do not intend to be silent," he 
said. "Periodically my voice will be 
heard on some issues. 

BY BONNIE BOOTH 

been workshopped" before 
the votes, said Rogers of the 
relative homogeneity of the 
voting patterns of the vil-
lage board he has served on 
for 14 years. 

Rogers and Joseph 
Ratajcak announced they 
won't seek fourth terms. 
Ratajcak's business 
demands have made it diffi-
cult for him to make Mon-
day meetings, according to 
Schultz. Ratajcak was 
unavailable for comment. 

Rogers, 66, said he had 
accomplished many of the 
goals he had set out to 
when he was appointed to 
fill out two years of a term 
of a trustee indicted in a  

kickback scheme. 
He lost two successive 

elections, then won a board 
seat twelve years ago when 
Schultz, then a two-year 
trustee, won the village 
presidency. 

He said he originally was 
interested in helping solve 
village flooding problems. 
Today, Wheeling has award-
winning flood control. 

He said he also saw the 
board's mission as one of 
reform, and professionaliz-
ing the village staff, which 
then bowed, along with 
many of the trustees, to the 
town's unofficial mayor, 
Jimmy Stavros, also later 
indicted in an influence  

peddling scandal. 
Rogers will continue as a 

Palwaukee Airport commis-
sioner, a post he has held 
since Wheeling and Pros-
pect Heights bought the air-
port. Lately, he has held 
Dennis Jans' feet to the fire 
as the 34-year-old entrepre-
neur seeks to open a second 
airport service facility with 
what Rogers views as ques-
tionable financing. 

Also retiring is Village 
Clerk Pat Drewes, who took 
the job less than two years 
ago, but reportedly can't 
handle both her government 
post and a full-time job. The 
slating crew, led by Schultz 
and including Trustees Rog- 

ers, Ratajcak, Elizabeth 
Hartmann, Anthony Altieri 
and Lois Gaffke, nominated 
governmental newcomer 
Jeanne Selander to take her 
place. 

Robert G. Todd, a park 
board member, and Wayne 
Wisiski, a member of the 
village zoning board of 
appeals, got the nod for the 
trustee slots. 

"Four years ago, the 
entire slate got in unop-
posed," said Rogers. "It's a 
feather in your cap, in gov-
ernment, when no one even 
runs against you." 

"The strength that 
Wheeling has had is that 
we've had uniformity over  

the last 12 years. We (trust-
ees) think alike and talk 
alike ... and we have the 
village at heart." 

Monday night Todd, on 
the park board two years, 
sounded much like present 
trustees when asked what 
he saw as his mission in vil-
lage government. 

He said he was looking 
forward to working on 
bringing the Wisconsin Cen-
tral commuter train and the 
diversionary channel to 
Wheeling, to getting the 
Dundee Road/Milwaukee 
Avenue tax increment 
finance off the ground, and 
rejuvenating Milwaukee 
Avenue businesses. 

Wheeling slates refor  ers 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

The crew of reformers 
that seized the Wheeling 
reins of government after 
the Village Hall scandals of 
the 70's moved to solidify 
its power base Sunday 
night, slating new candi-
dates for trustee posts to 
replace two of the oldest of 
their number, who  

announced their retirement. 
Their leader, Village 

President Sheila Schultz, 
announced she would run 
for her fourth 4-year term. 
Trustee Judy Abruscato 
Tuesday said "no comment" 
when asked about rumors 
she would challenge Schultz 
for village leadership. It was 
two years ago when she led 
a challenge of Schultz' 
trustee slate, but hers was  

tlic only successful opposi-
tion candidacy. 

It is a strange opposition, 
according to trustee William 
Rogers, since Abruscato typ-
ically votes with the rest of 
the Schultz-led board. 

"We don't have real 
heavy issues in the village," 
explained Abruscato. "Most 
of the issues have already 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Staff Photo 

Priester Aviation still held on to a monopoly of 
service at Palwaukee Airport, despite a bid by  

Dennis Jans to establish a second vendor 
service at the airport. 

Wheeling Top 10 stories of 1992 
/07- 3/-  

School distncts '1Wrecking ball 
realign boundaries visits Wheeling 

1  School District 214 
decided to shift the 
Eugene Field School 
area from Wheeling 

High School to Buffalo 
Grove last August, to pump 
up the latter's numbers and 
keep down the former's. 

It's not a solution that 
will last forever, but it'll 
keep down the crowds at 
Wheeling for a few years, 
while the board mulls the 
political nightmare of mas-
sive reconfigurations of the 
high-school district's bound-
aries. 

Elementary School Dis-
trict 21 officials were less 
than thrilled because they 
had earlier shifted the Cam-
bridge and Tahoe subdivi-
sions from Wheeling's 
Holmes Junior High to Buf-
falo Grove's Cooper. Now 
students in those areas will 
first travel to Cooper, then 
to Wheeling High School, 
and the Field students will 
go to Holmes, then BGHS, 
unless they can win exemp-
tions. 

Live at home, 
don't work there 

2  The odor of rotting 
grass and the sight of 
landscape trucks 
parked in plain view 

brought complaints to vil-
lage hall, and those com-
plaints flowered into an 
anti-home occupation ordi-
nance last summer. 

Those with mainly white-
collar businesses, evidence 
of which can't be seen from 
outside, were left alone. 
Contractors, landscapers 
and shade-tree mechanics 
were told to take their busi-
nesses, or at least their 
trucks, elsewhere. 

Priester Aviation 
still rules airport 

3  Three months after 
Wheeling entrepeneur 
Dennis Jans thought 
he would bring the 

first gas-and-maintenance 
sales competition for Pries-
ter Aviation to Palwaukee 
Airport, neither Wheeling 
nor Prospect Heights has 
approved him, though their 
airport commission has 
done so twice. 

Both towns have put off 
the decision since Airport 
Manager Fred Stewart told 

1  staffers he thought Jans 
! was underfinanced and ill-
; prepared. Both municipal 

hoards will probably tell 
s in January whether 

11(. s coming or going. 

It was not a great 
year for old or his-
toric Wheeling build-
ings. Whitman School 

fell to the wrecking ball to 
make way for a new Whit-
man last summer. Once 
know as Wheeling School, 
for years it had been the 
only public school in town. 
It was erected in 1925. 

Also lost was Carl Weid-
ner's old house on McHenry 
Road. The Weidner family 
settled on the land in 1835. 
The home of the Depres-
sion-era bootlegger was 
destroyed to make way for 
townhouses. 

The decrepit old retreat 
home on the site of the his-
toric Childerley Farms was 
torn down by the Wheeling 
Park District in November. 
Only the restored St. Fran-
cis Chapel and the St. 
Joan's House remain of the 
old Childerley buildings. 

Workers spread sand over a 
in Wheeling after a gasoline I 

Park officials have said that 
the St. Joan's House, now 
used as a day care center, 
may go next. 

Another historic building 
that could fall in the near 
future is the Union Hotel on 
Milwaukee Avenue, now 
officially up for sale. 

Torrent of gas 
spills in Wheeling 

Three days before a 
scheduled Wheeling 
trustees' discussion 
about a new ordi-

nance to force hazardous 
waste spillers to pay for 
their damage, what they 
dreaded actually occurred. 
Luckily, it wasn't costly to 
the village's taxpayers. 

About a quarter-million 
gallons of gasoline leaked 
on Wheeling's south side 
June 5. An earth-boring  

eak there. 

machine being used to pre-
pare for a North Shore Gas 
Co. natural gas pipeline tore 
into a pipeline used to carry 
gasoline for a consortium of 
fuel providers. Quick work 
by area fire companies, led 
by Wheeling, kept the 
fumes down, and no fire 
started and no evacuations 
were ordered. 

The village wound up 
spending only about $10,000 
on the spill, but the various 
parties sharing responsibil-
ity for the accident immedi-
ately began facing off on 
who pays for the environ-
mental cleanup. 

School District 
shakes up bosses 

6  Last spring, eight of 
11 District 21 princi-
pals switched jobs 
when administrators 

(Continued on page 12) 

contaminated area behind Camco 

Staff Photo 

The year was not a good one for historic buildings. Whitman 
School, once called Wheeling School, fell to the wrecking ball, 
as did a number of other very old buildings. 



Staff Photo 

Wheeling residents created their own Unity seek ways of promoting racial harmony in the 
Task Force, and held a picnic, in an effort to village. 

• re 
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• Top 10 Continued from page 7 

and board members yearned 
for change. They also 
wanted to put people in jobs 
they felt they would retain 
longer. 

Prominent among those 
moved by the Wheeling-Buf-
falo Grove elementary dis-
trict was Ovi Poster, moved 
from the top job at Holmes 
Junior High to the prinipal-
ship of Tarkington, the sys-
tem's biggest grammar 
school. Deborah Rose rose 
from the assistant's job at 
Cooper Junior High to the 
top job at Twain, but most 
of the moves were lateral 
ones, such as shifting Ed 
Searing from Tarkington to 
Riley School, and sending 
Riley Principal Larry Cline 
to Poe. 

Police still seek 
Santos killer 

7  Wheeling Police are 
still investigating the 
death of Jamie 
Santos, 14 months 

after she was strangled in 
her Arlington Club apart-
ment. 

A year after the Oct. 29, 
1991, murder, a Northwest-
ern University speech 
expert said the mysterious 
man who called 911 to 
report the exotic dancer was 
not breathing, and turning 
blue, was probably not the  

killer. Analysis of his voice 
didn't betray the degree of 
fear a killer would normally 
have, and a sociopathic 
killer would have been 
unlikely to try to save her 
by calling. 

Speculation has pointed 
to someone who didn't want 
it known he had been at the 
Arlington Club that Sunday. 

Santos' mother pleaded 
with the caller to come for-
ward, to no avail. 

At the end of 1991, police 
broadcast a tape of a man in 
a Buffalo Grove liquor store, 
who entered just as the cal-
ler was phoning from a pay 
telephone outside the door. 
The liquor-buyer came in 
and cooperated, but even 
hypnosis didn't reveal clues 
to the caller's identity. 

Wheeling outlaws 
outdoor drinking 

8  Wheeling outlawed 
drinking in outdoor 
parking lots last July, 
responding to citizen 

complaints of noisy quaffing 
on Wolf Road, Winetree, 
Arbor Court and elsewhere. 

Months before, the idea 
had been broached at a vil-
lage board meeting where 
trustees were considering 
granting a liquor license to 
a package store on Wolf 
Road, just north of Dundee  

Road. But they didn't allow 
it to open without beginning 
the process to keep it from 
becoming another object of 
citizen complaints. 

Police responded during 
the summer by ticketing 
outdoor drinkers, notably on 
Wolf near Chamber Park, 
and occasionally arresting 
drinkers on disorderly con-
duct or resisting arrest 
charges as well. 

Cable conversion 
smooth as sable 

9  Wheeling's cable TV 
system was converted 
from dual cable to 
single cable in 1992,  

with a minimum of com-
plaints, according to village 
officials and cable watch-
dogs. 

The new system allows 
customers to use their own 
remote control units, do 
without expensive cable 
boxes for multiple sets, and 
even affords them a small 
decrease in rates. 

But that won't last. TCI 
of Illinois, Wheeling's cable 
provider, is planning 5 to 9 
percent increases this sum-
mer. 

Task Force 
joins races 

Wheeling town-
ship residents 
founded their 
own Unity Task 

Force to create a dialogue 
between races, looking to 
forestall racial problems 
experienced elsewhere. 

A picnic designed to draw 
various ethnic groups 
together in Wheeling's Heri-
tage Park in August was a 
limited success. It was rela-
tively well-attended, though 
few hispanics were in evi-
dence. 

The task force promises 
other events, including 
another picnic next sum-
mer. 

Wheeling board grants lease 
for airport3-  service operation 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling Village Board 
Monday agreed to grant a lease to 
Service Aviation to open a second 
fixed-based fueling operation at 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport. 

After several months of review, 
the trustees voted unanimously to 
grant a lease to Dennis Jans to 
operate his fledgling company 
selling fuel and service to 
Palwaukee-based and transient 
aviators from Hangar One at the 
airport. 

"If there's competition at the 
airport, pilots will buy fuel," said 
Jans. "With lower prices, there 
will be a lot of fuel sold and more 
dollars to the community." 

Jans' proposal was scrutinized 
by trustees and others who ques-
tioned the soundness of his finan-
cial plan, background and ability 
to service clients. 

Jans said he would sell aviation 
fuel at $2 a gallon, and those costs 
would drop if his business in-
creased more than his projec-
tions. 

Charles Priester, owner of 
Priester Aviation, the only fixed-
based operator at the airport, 
produced figures to dispute Jans' 

numbers. 
He also brought in expert wit-

nesses, including David Newmay-
ar, an aviation professor at South-
ern Illinois University, and Kevin 
Leary, a partner in the former 
Springfield Air Service Ltd. Co., 
which went bankrupt, who said a 
second FBO would have a tough 
time surviving at Palwaukee. 

Jans was vice president of 
Springfield Air Service Ltd. but 
left the company a year before it 
filed for bankruptcy. 

Newmayar said a vote by trus-
tees approving Jans' lease was 
unwise and Jans' business plan 
was lacking. 

Several local pilots backed 
Jans' plan, saying the airport 
needed competition. 

William Terry, a Wheeling resi-
dent and pilot, said, "We have a 
real opportunity to put in place 
the operation of a second fixed-
base operator that will be suc-
cessful." 

Meanwhile in Prospect Heights, 
aldermen tabled Jans' proposal, 
seeking further information. 
They feared the city could lose as 
much as $37,000 in revenue based 
on the intergovernmental agree-
ment between the villages to op-
erate the airport. 



Plan for 2nd airport operator 
es on city, village votes 
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BY BONNIE BOOTH with liens by the Internal Reve- 
Daily Herald Staff Writer nue Service that total $54,318. 

Tribune photo by Bob Langer 
Vincent Jans (left) and his brother Dennis hope to service planes 
at Palwaukee Airport. Their plans need Prospect Heights' support. 

Firm receives 
1st OK to go 
to Palwauk9e 

rig I  
• Wheeling-Prospect 
Heights: Wheeling trustees 
voted unanimously to let a second 
flight services operator set up shop at 
Paiwaukee Municipal Airport to pro-
vide competitive fuel and mainte-
nance services. 

Wheeling trustees voted 6-0 Mon-
day to approve leasing Palwaukee 
Hangar No. 1 to Service Aviation, a 
new company, to provide fuel and 
maintenance services in competition 
with Priester Aviation, which current-
ly is the sole provider of those servic-
es at the airport. 

But Prospect Heights City Council 
members on Monday tabled the lease 
proposal over concerns about a possi-
ble revenue loss to the city should the 
lease go through. 

"I feel incredibly elated," Dennis 
Jans, president of Service Aviation, 
said of the Wheeling vote. 

Jans said that he will try to con-
vince Prospect Heights aldermen that 
"all the positive benefits and revenues 
that would flow from me being [at 
Palwaukee] would be equal to or 
greater than any loss that could 
occur." 

Wheeling and Prospect Heights, 
which jointly own Palwaukee, must 
approve the lease before Service Avia-
tion can move to the airport. Pros-
pect Heights aldermen are expected 
to take up the lease request again 
Jan. 18. 

Pilots who support Service Aviation 
said competition to Priester is needed 
to stem the flow of planes out of 
Palwaukee, which has lost one-quarter 
of the aircraft based there over the 
last six years. They also said competi-
tion would protect the $35 million 
investment that federal, state and 
local governments have in the airfield 
at Palatine Road and Milwaukee Av-
enue. 

Today could be the day that an 
area businessman learns whether 
his quest to open a fixed-based op-
eration at Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport will be given flight or per-
manently grounded by the air-
port's owners — the city of Pros-
pect Heights and the village of 
Wheeling. 

The past several months have 
been like a roller coaster ride for 
Service Aviation owner Dennis 
Jans, who since July has been 
trying to get his proposal to be-
come a second fixed-based opera-
tor — selling fuel and service to 
Palwaukee-based and transient 
customers — approved, first by 
the Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commission and then by Wheel-
ing trustees and Prospect Heights 
aldermen. 

Airport commissioners voted 
last spring to vacate their admin-
istrative offices at Hangar One, 
the oldest building on the airport, 
so it could be returned to an avia-
tion use and generate income. 

While it seemed like a simple 
idea at the time, it was that deci-
sion that prompted commission-
ers to search for a company inter-
ested in opening a second fixed-
based operator that has turned 
into a long-running nightmare of 
conflicting issues, rising passions 
and heated discussions that could 
end tonight. 

When commissioners decided 
they wanted a second fixed-based 
operator, they sent out 54 re-
quests for proposals to aviation 
companies across the United 
States. 

Jans was the only one to reply 
, and he was slightly late with what 

— at the time — was considered 
an incomplete request for a pro-
posal. 

Some commissioners, Airport 
Manager Fred Stewart, and 
Charlie Priester, owner of Prie-
ster Aviation, have said that the 
fact that the larger aviation com-
panies declined to submit a pro-
posal indicate that Hangar One 
cannot support a viable fixed-
based operator because of its age 
and size. 

And Stewart has gone on record 
as saying that he believes Jans' 
proposal is undercapitalized and 
Jans, with two years in aviation 
businesses under his belt, does 
not have the experience to oper-
ate a successful fixed-based oper-
ator on an airport the size of 
Palwaukee. 

And the two fixed-based opera-
tors that Jans has been affiliated 
with are now on precarious finan-
cial footing at best. 

Springfield Air Service is now 
bankrupt and Oliver Aviation, 
where Jans was vice president 
until summer 1992, has been hit 

Some commissioners believe it 
is not their place to decide 
whether Jans will fail or succeed 
and that as a young entreprenuer 
he should be given an opportunity 
to try. 

It was that thinking — and a 
deep desire to promote competi-
tion at the airport — that led the 
commission to recommend twice 
in votes of 5-2 and 6-0 that the two 
municipalities sign a lease with 
Jans. 

Perhaps Jans' most vocal sup-
porters are some members of the 
Palwaukee Airport Pilot's Asso-
cation (PAPA) who also desper-
ately want to see some competi-
tion for Priester. 

Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commission figures indicate that 
the airport has lost one-quarter of 
the planes based there over the 
past six years and that the num-
ber of aircraft operations annual-
ly is also falling. 

PAPA blames Stewart and 
Priester for the decline. But 
Stewart and Priester blame a de-
cline nationwide in business and 
pleasure flying, the recession and 
the loss of some hangar space due 
to Federal Aviation Administra-
tion-required safety improve-
ments for the falloff. 

PAPA, Jans and at least two 
airport commission members 
also blame Stewart for the defeat 
handed Jans in November when 
Wheeling trustees voted against 
his proposal and Prospect 
Heights alderman tabled it. 

At that time Stewart wrote a 
memo outlining why he could not 
support commissioners' recom-
mendation of approval of Jans' 
proposal. 

The PAPA group did not feel it 
was proper for Stewart to buck 
the commission but both the 
Prospect Heights city administra-
tor and the Wheeling village man-
ager said that Stewart is required 
to submit a memo outlining his 
opinion with all recommendations 
from the commission — which is 
strictly an advisory body. 

Jans has since put together a 
more complete proposal and 
garned a bit more capital — he 
now has $300,000, up from his 
original $100,000. 

Prospect Heights aldermen 
have seemed more receptive to 
the proposal after holding a spe-
cial workshop session with Jans 
in December. But how Wheeling 
will vote this time around is still 
up in the air. 

Both communities are sched-
uled to take a vote on the proposal 
tonight. 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily  Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling firefighters and vil-
lage officials, who have a history 
of troubled negotiations, are 
meeting with a federal arbitrator 
hoping to settle stalled talks on 
wage increases. 

Firefighter union members and 
village officials spent four years 
negotiating before they reached 
the existing pact in 1990. That 
contract included a clause allow-
ing wages to be renegotiated in 
May, 1992. But, the sides have not 
been able to reach an agreement 
and under contract terms must 
call in an arbitrator. 

"We're still negotiating, there's 
nothing new I can tell you," said 
Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son. 

Bob Leipzig, president of the 
Firefighters Association, could 
not be reached for comment 
Wednesday. 

Village officials and fire-
fighters' union representatives 
have declined to disclose how far 
apart the two sides are nor detail 
their differences. 

The two sides are meeting at 
the of the Seyfarth, Shaw law of-
fices in Chicago where an attor- 

i_  

But in a Dec. 31 memo to the 
Prospect Heights City Council, 
Mayor Edward P. Rotchford warned 
that the Service Aviation lease could 
end up costing the city about $37,000 
a year. 

Rotchford said that an inter- 

governmental agreement between 
Prospect Heights and Wheeling states 
that if a second "fixed-hase operator" 
were to open at Palwaukee, the divi-
sion of sales taxes, real estate taxes 
and fuel flowage fees would shift in 
Wheeling's favor. 

Firefighters, village bring 
wage talks to arbitrator 

ney for that firm is conducting 
the arbitration hearing. 

Both groups chose the law firm 
to be their arbitrator from a list 
of neutral parties supplied to 
them under provisions of the fire-
fighters' contract. 

Officials on both sides had said 
they were optimistic that a new 
settlement could be reached be-
fore binding arbitration proceed-
ings were deemed necessary, but 
they failed to do so. Arbitration 
could cost $1,000 to $1,500 daily, 
which will be shared by both 
sides. 

The two sides had a week prior 
to today's hearing to make a final 
offer that would have delayed ar-
bitration proceedings. 

The new wage agreement will 
cover 39 firefighters including 
three firefighter/paramedics and 
six lieutenants, fire union offi-
cials said. 

Snags in labor talks are nothing 
new to either side. After four 
years of negotiating this contract 
— set to expire April 30 this year 
— an agreement was reached just 
two days before arbitration hear-
ings were slated to begin. 

So far, both sides have declined 
to say how this will affect fight-
ers' morale or new negotiations. 

• 



man tabled the issue citing uncer-
tainty over how much revenue the 
city would receive under the intergo-
vernmental agreement it has with 
Wheeling to run the airport on 
Milwaukee Avenue, just north of 
Palatine Road. 

"The aldermen want it clarified. 
They put it back on the table until 
these questions can be answered," 
said Prospect Heights Mayor Ed-
ward P. Rotchford. Rotchford was 
uncertain when Jans' proposal 
would again be considered by the 
council. 

While officials from both munici-
palities reviewed Jans' proposal, 

Rotchford said Prospect Heights 
should study it more because four of 
its eight alderman did not sign the 
intergovernmental pact inked by the 
two towns four years ago. 

Jans said starting the FBO he will 
spend more than $330,000 raised 
through bank and personal loans and 
selling shares in the privately held 
company to family members. Jans 
expects to break even or lose more 
than $17,000 in the first year of oper-
ations, but said under his proposal 
both towns will share $80,000 to 
$85,000 in rent and fueling fees from 
the FBO. 

A $20,000 letter of credit will also 

be held by both towns which will 
cash it if Jans' venture goes under 
and he can't pay up to five months of 
rent. 

"I understand their concern at 
Prospect Heights at the possibility of 
losing some revenue, I look forward 
to presenting to them some informa-
tion on the revenue they'll receive 
when Service Aviation goes into op-
eration," said Jans. 

The Wheeling village board 
backed Jans' proposal because of its 
financing which they believed made 
it a more viable competitor at 

See SERVICE on Page 2 

Hopes dim for Union Hotel revival 
By IRV LEAVITT 
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State transportation planners sai they gave 
Wheeling's old Union Hotel one last shot, but 
found it wanting. 

A Wisconsin consultant's report pegged the 67-
year-old hotel, built on the site of its 1856 name-
sake, as not historic enough a site to even be 
considered for nomination to the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. 

That means it isn't important enough to be 
rotected as Milwaukee Avenue is widened. 
There is now little to detain the base of a 
uble left-turn lane from taking off the front 

feet of the hotel, according to state road 
,iner Rick Young. And that doesn't count five 
, of sidewalk, plus parkway Wheeling officials 
it added to make the big highway look sharp 
it slices through the middle of town. 

It old enough 
trrhe report seems to bury Northbrook entrepre-
r r Duke Hillinger's quest to buy the building 

turn it into a showplace nightclub, eatery 
e soundstage. Village officials say that his 

wouldn't work in the building anyway. It's 
ently not old and historical enough to save,  

but too old for him to use. 
Illinois Department of Transportation staffers 

expect the contract for widening Milwaukee Ave-
nue from just south of Dundee Road to just 
south of Willow Road to be put out for bids 
within two years. Consultant John Vogel's report 
is only intended for use to guide a recommenda-
tion, but the state had already decided to shift 
the road 131/2 feet to the west in front of the 
hotel, to save the parking lots and entrances of 
buildings across the street. They said the latest 
investigation was an afterthought. 

Vogel, of Menominee Falls, said Tuesday his 
sources for the Union Hotel survey consisted 
mainly of the Wheeling Through the Years oral 
history book and an Aug. 6 Wheeling Countryside 
story about the possible fate of the hotel, which 
IDOT staffers say spurred the report. He also 
looked at fire insurance maps, released about 
every 10 years, showing construction materials 
and building configurations. Vogel said other 
sources he sought could not be located. 

Vogel added that he took pictures of the out-
side of the building, but never went inside, and 
did not contact any members of the Wheeling 
Historical Society or other residents. 

"I wasn't writing an exhaustive dissertation," 
said Vogel Tuesday. "We're just trying to find out 
in a prudently efficient way, by checking readily  

available sources, to try and evaluate the poten-
tial ... to hunt for clues that there might be 
something significant that happened there, 
before we would take the next step, and investi-
gate further. 

"There was nothing in the oral history, (or the 
Countryside) article, to suggest other steps were 
warranted," he added. "But if some overwhelm-
ing piece of evidence turns up that would even 
hint at placing it on the list of those eligible for 
the national register, it should be brought to our 
attention, and it will certainly be considered." He 
said the Illinois Preservation Agency had previ-
ously "signed off" on the project, and the hotel 
as well. 

There are three ways a building can win eligi-
bility for the list. It must have significant local, 
regional or national historical value, architectural 
value, or be associated with lives significant to 
the community. 

Though nearly everyone living in Wheeling 
after the hotel was built has memories of it, 
Vogel said all the real history associated with the 
hotel took place in the old frame building, the 
one that burned in 1925. That had been the first 
major hotel built on the way out of Chicago, and 
the starting-off place for bicycle races and road 
trips to Milwaukee. 

(Continued on page 12) 

His report discounted later 
tales of bootlegging, fish fries 
and other memories of the 
modern Union as "anec-
dotal," and not indicative of 
significant historical value. 
Only events occuring before 
1943 are considered, since 
the register has a 50-year 
conception of significant his-
tory. 

IDOT staffers say the 
building has been altered 
enough that it is doubtful it 
can really be considered the 
same structure that stood 
even in 1943. The east side's 
windows, canopy and the 
white paint over the bricks 
are all relatively recent addi-
tions. 

Hillinger wants the build-
ing saved so he can put a 
restaurant on the ground 
floor, with some dancing, a 
sound stage for his sports 
television show, shown on  

cable TV last year, plus a 
sports bar. 

He said within six months, 
he'd like to use the 15 hotel 
rooms and five other rooms 
on the second floor to use as 
for billiards, darts, pinball, 
video, board game, TV room, 
beer tasting room, and a 
meeting room for Jaycees 
and Lions. Hillinger has been 
a Northbrook Jaycees stal-
wart for years. 

Costly repairs 
Wheeling Fire Chief Keith 

MacIsaac said that as soon as 
Hillinger would start increas-
ing the intensity of use in 
the building, especially on 
the upper floor, he must 
make significant repairs to 
the buildings, ones that the 
$450,000 in initial remodeling 
costs planned by Hillinger 
"wouldn't even touch." 

"But if he wants to have a 
use similar to Billy and Co. 
(the shuttered restaurant that 
was owner Lee Minnich's last 
tenant), he can probably do 
that for a minimal amount of 
repair cost," said MacIsaac. 

Wheeling buildings boss 
Tom Fennell said "the uses 
as he described to me are not 
possible in that building." He 
said national and local build-
ing codes preclude the use of 
the second floor in such an 
old building to be occupied 
when there's nightclub-like 
uses below. 

He added he felt the 
upstairs construction was 
inadequate, providing less 
than 50 pounds per square 
foot of strength. Hillinger 
scoffed at that claim, citing 
the 14" by 2" joists support-
ing the floor, and the old 
building laced with steel 
I-beams. 

Service Aviation in holding pattern 7 13 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

After receiving mixed signals 
from Prospect Heights and Wheel-
ing, Dennis P. Jans' plans to open a 
second fixed-based fueling operation 
at Palwaukee Airport are in a hold-
ing pattern. 

This week, after several months of 
review, Wheeling trustees backed 
granting a lease to Jans to operate 
his Service Aviation company, sell-
ing fuel and service to Palwaukee-
based and transient aviators from 
Hangar One at the airport. 

However, Prospect Heights alder- 

SERVICE: Proposed fuel operation stalled 
Continued from Page 1 

Palwaukee for Priester Aviation, 
owned by Charles Priester, now the 
only fixed-based operator at the air-
port, said Trustee William A. Rog-
ers. 

"Previously, we (trustees) tried to 
get an FBO, now that's been done," 
said Rogers. "The board members 
felt there was adequate income and 
financing on his part to make this 
thing succeed." 

Wheeling trustees nixed Jans' last 
proposal when he projected spending  

$150,000 to start the FBO. 
Priester officials said they wel-

come competition at Palwaukee, but 
raised concerns about Service Avia-
tion saying Jans didn't have the ex-
perience to run an FBO, was under-
financed and by selling jet fuel he 
would divide an already tight mar-
ket. 

Priester serves mainly corporate 
users of Palwaukee, while Jans said 
his main market was private air-
craft. 

"A company that starts out with-
out enough cash is going to be  

strapped to make ends meet," said 
Don Augustine, director of sales for 
Priester, "You can't run an aviation 
business on a shoestring." 

The Palwaukee Airport Pilots As-
sociation (PAPA) backs Jans' ef-
forts and presented Wheeling trus-
tees with petitions encouraging them 
to vote for the lease. 

"For years the pilots have sought 
competition at Palwaukee, and we 
feel Service Aviation will meet the 
needs in this regard," said Barry L. 
Axelrod, a pilot and past president of 
PAPA. 
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By BILL DOTSON 
The Wheeling Village 

board earned a round of 
applause Monday from citi-
zens and pilots pleased with 
the board's unanimous 
approval of the proposed 
Service Aviation Corpora-
tion. 

The much delayed arrival 
of the new fuel and mainte-
nance provider at Palwau-
kee airport had been 
eagerly anticipated by many 
pilots hungry for competi-
tive fuel prices. But the pro-
posal had suffered many 
setbacks, including prior 
rejection by the village 
board. 

And it's not out of the 
woods yet, as Prospect 
Heights, the airport's co-
owner, tabled an approval 
motion Monday night. That 
city's board will consider 
Feb. 1 whether it will give 
the go-ahead for the first 
competitor to ever come to 
Palwaukee. 

Change of heart 
Wheeling  trustees  appar-

providing for a very tight 
budget, even with the per-
sonal loans and a bank loan. 

"I'm wondering if you're 
not just hoping against 
hope that all this will be 
enough," Rogers said. 

Wiltse said the company 
is expected to lose money 
the first few months, as is 
typical of any new business, 
but, "We literally have 
pilots lining up to be our 
first customers. We view 
(the figures in) the revised 
proposal as a worst case 
scenario. They are esti-
mates." 

According to Schultz, 
"Part of the problem is bas-
ing this on personal loans 
on one hand but then say-
ing to disregard them on 
the other. It all comes down 
to, is there going to be 
enough money?" 

"I can only say the Jans 
family is obviously a family 
of some means and I have 
no qualms that they will 
continue to back Dennis," 
Wiltse said. 

"I'm not questioning 
their loyalty, I just think 
this all needs to be a little 
more clear," Smith said. 

Jans added, "If competi-
tion is allowed on the air-
port, fuel prices will go 
down, and air flow to this 

ently had a change of heart 
due to a revised proposal 
that included stronger 
assurances of sufficient 
financial backing. 

Trustee William Rogers 
and Village President Sheila 
Schultz both questioned the 
fact that personal loans to 
owner Dennis Jans from 
family members were not 
presented as part of the 
company's financial state-
ments. 

Jans' attorney David 
Wiltse assured the board 
that, "In no way are these 
loans to be paid for by the 
operation of the FBO (fixed 
base operator). They are 
personal loans that Mr. Jans 
himself is personally guar-
anteeing." 

"That's why they're not 
shown in our financials. 
We've been advised by our 
CPA that is appropriate." 

Money questions 
Rogers noted that, 

"There's a lot of money 
being allocated and spent," 

(Continued on Dade 12) 
airport will increase." 

Charles Priester, owner 
of entrenched Priester Avia-
tion, the airport's only FBO, 
said "I agree there should 
be competition, but there 
have to be some standards." 

Priester said he'd keep 
his comments to a mini-
mum since "I'm basically 
not allowed to talk, because 
anything I say is shaded 
with self-serving interests 
and I understand that." 

Slow aviation 
At the request of Pries-

ter, Dr. David Newmeyer, a 
professor of aviation at 
Southern Illinois University, 
told trustees that general 
aviation traffic, and there-
fore profits, are lower than 
in previous years. 

He recommended Pal-
waukee "should develop a 
business plan as soon as 
possible, with an updated 
mission statement." 

He claimed the airport 
should consider attracting 
business that will create a 
new market niche rather 
than an overlapping one. 

"Competition is fine, if 
there's a level playing field 
but (Service Aviation) is 
agreeing to come in under 
some very difficult condi- 

tions which is admirable, 
but not very wise," New-
meyer declared. 

Pilot support 
Several area residents, all 

present or former pilots, 
spoke strongly in favor of 
the proposed company. 

"I recommend approval 
of this plan to provide jobs 
and revenue to the commu-
nity," said Gordon Mosby. 

"What we have here is 
the best examined proposal 
any community could 
have," said William Terry. 
Terry added if prices are 
more competitive, "incen-
tive to tanker fuel changes." 

To resident Jack Clarey, 
"The issue is market share. 
General aviation is down, 
but we're talking about a 
minuscule market share 
here." 

Dave Klopfleisch 
declared that Neil Arm-
strong's walk on the moon 
in 1969 was an accomplish-
ment that was made possi-
ble by the incentive of 
competition with the Soviet 
Union. 

"I don't know what the 
future holds but — if you 
open the doors, they will 
come. Just like in the 
movie." 

Wheeling OK's 
second vendor 

Wheeling's anti-gang effort working 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Thanks to cooperation between 
agencies, improved neighborhood 
patrols and a lack of high concentra-
tions of low-income housing, crimes 
by street gangs in Wheeling have de-
creased, said law enforcement offi-
cials. 

"Wheeling is at bare minimum 
and they (police) are doing a great 
job with our cooperation," said Mi-
chael D. Hartman, an investigator 
with the Cook County Sheriff's Gang 
Crimes and Narcotics Unit. 

Hartman said county sheriff offi- 

cials have previously identified sev-
eral members of a Chicago area 
street gang living in the village, but 
that by sharing intelligence informa-
tion with the Wheeling Police De-
partment and keeping tabs on them, 
authorities have prevented such 
crime from occuring. 

Hartman added that Wheeling —
unlike other Northwest Cook County 
communities — doesn't have large 
apartment complexes where high 
numbers of low-income residents 
who may be recruited by street 
gangs live. 

And while narcotics trafficking is 
a constant on the urban street gang  

scene, most gangs are involved in 
burglaries and break-ins to vehicles, 
said Hartman. 

Wheeling Police Deputy Chief J. 
Michael Hermes said the reinstate-
ment of tactical officers assigned to 
special uniform and plainclothes pa-
trols in designated areas of the vil-
lage, in addition to regular police pa-
trols, have kept gang activity down 
from the level it reached more than 
a year ago. 

"During that period of time, we 
noticed an increase in that activity. 
Last year in June those tactical offi-
cers were reinstated and we noticed 
a decrease," said Hermes. 

Hermes also attributed the drop in 
gang crime to a willingness by resi-
dents to report suspicious activities 
to police as a part of neighborhood 
watch programs. 

James R. Whittington, associate 
principal at Wheeling High School in 
Northwest Suburban High School 
District 214, said firm discipline and 
multi-cultural relations programs 
have kept gang activity down at the 
school. 

"It's been pretty quiet. We've ap-
plied appropriate disciplinary ac-
tion. We don't have our heads in the 
sand at all," said Whittington. 



Wheeling will compile anti-discrimination  law 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

nance tying those anti-discrimina- tions ordinance. 
tion measures together. Anderson said his office got the 

idea for such an ordinance from a Anderson said Wheeling is not ex- 
broad-based human relations mea- periencing problems with discrimi-
sure now being eyed for approval by nation against people from different 
Cook County officials. ethnic groups. 

make plans for the village," she 
said. 

Wheeling village officials are 
drafting a human relations ordi-
nance to protect residents of differ-
ent ethnic groups against discrimi-
nation. 

Wheeling Village Manager Craig 
G. Anderson said that while there 
are local ordinances protecting resi-
dents against discrimination in hous-
ing and other areas, they were made 
years ago and are scattered through-
out the village codes. 

Anderson said his office is working 
on a special human relations ordi- 

"It's basically an attempt to en-
sure we all live and work together as 
best we can," Anderson said of an 
all-encompassing rights ordinance 
that would cover all Wheeling resi-
dents. 

The Wheeling Village Board later 
this month is expected to submit 
names for the formation of an advi-
sory ad hoc committee made up of 
residents who would make recom-
mendations on a new human rela- 

"I think the village is doing a good 
job (and) has a lot of foresight and 
wisdom in taking the relations of 
people from different ethnic groups 
into serious consideration as they 

The proposed ordinance may cov-
er only limited areas, such as hous-
ing, said Anderson, because there 
are some activities, such as lending 
practices, that other government 
agencies cover more effectively. 

Kamal Zaretsky, president of the The proposed ordinance, which 
Wheeling Township Unity Task could be drafted in six months, may 

"There's a need to pull all that to- Force, a residents group promoting call for the creation of a mediation 
gether and perhaps go a little fur- racial harmony, praised village offi- board where discrimination disputes 
ther," he added. cials for considering the human rela- .are settled. 

tions ordinance. 

Wheeling OKs land buy 
to relocate intersection 

1--/7-c1.3 
project can be completed by 1995. 

Daily Herald Staff Writer The airport's longest runway now 
is 250 feet from the intersection and 

Wheeling trustees Monday ap- airport officials want to create a 
proved purchasing two more parcels safety area between the runway and 
needed to relocate the Hintz and the road required by the FAA. 
Wolf Road intersection further away The Prospect Heights City Council 
from runways at Palwaukee Munici- also approved the land purchases 
pal Airport. Monday in a 6-1 vote, with 2nd Ward 

The Wheeling village board unani- Alderman Warren G. Sunde dissent-
mously approved the purchase from ing. 
Morman and Patricia V. Curran for "It's an expansion of the airport," 
$200,000 of two adjoining parcels just said Sunde who opposes develop-
west of Wolf Road that together ment at Palwaukee because he sees 
make up nearly an acre. Village offi- it as an expansion that officials of 
cials said the land is needed to place the two towns promised not to do 
the intersection 1,000 feet west of its when they asked for voter approval 
current location. to buy the airport. 

"It's done away with the uncer- Boards from both towns, instead of 
tainty for those people (the Currans) the Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
and moved us along. We're chipping Commission, agreed to the land buy 
away," said Wheeling Village Presi- because the closing date for the par-
dent Sheila H. Schultz about the lat- cels is Jan. 28 and the commission 
est land acquisition. had not received documents from 

The intersection relocation is the the sellers in time to review them. 
centerpiece of an $83.5 million capi- The commission is an advisory 
tal improvement plan designed to panel for the airport. 
bring the airport on Milwaukee The commission Wednesday is ex- 
Road, just north of Palatine Road, pected to recommend that purchase 
up to Federal Aviation Administra- agreements or condemnation pro- 
tion standards. ceedings be initiated for several 

Officials from both Wheeling and more parcels near the intersection. 
Prospect Heights, who owns the air- The airport will be reimbursed for 
port under an intergovernmental the purchases from the state's block 
agreement with Wheeling, hope the grant program in three months. 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Airport commission to ask 
county to stop flea market 

pi-13  
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port Commission will ask the 
Cook County Zoning Board of 
Appeals to deny a drive-in the-
ater's request for a special use 
permit to continue to operate a 
flea market on the grounds. 

In a unanimous vote, the com-
mission backed a resolution ob-
jecting to the Twin Drive-In's 
weekend flea market that has 
been operating at 1000 N. 
Milwaukee Ave. in unincorporat-
ed Cook County for several years. 

"We're negotiating to buy the 
property and we've purchased 
properties around the drive-in," 
commission Chairman Robert E. 
Strauss said. "We own more and 
more property and now we're the 
ones against this. And we have 
more costs keeping it clean, and 
we want to be good neighbors." 

Joining Wheeling trustees, who 
last August passed a similar reso-
lution, the commission com-
plained motorists coming to the 
flea market cause traffic prob-
lems on Hintz Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue, park illegally 
and restrict access to the site for 
emergency vehicles. drive-in. 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Trash from the flea market 

scattering onto neighboring prop-
erties also is a nuisance, commis-
sioners said. 

The market is open on Satur-
days and Sundays from 7 a.m. to 3 
p.m.. 

Wheeling trustees have com-
plained about the flea market for 
several years. 

Previously, county officials 
said that because of complaints 
from people living along Hintz 
Road, the county found that 
Loews Chicago Cinemas Inc., 
owners of the drive-in, didn't 
have a required special use per-
mit to operate a flea market 
there. 

The Cook County Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a hearing to 
review the drive-in's request 
from 3 to 5 p.m. Friday, Jan. 29 at 
the Wheeling Township Commu-
nity Center, 1616 N. Arlington 
Heights Road, Arlington Heights. 

Commission officials are nego-
tiating to buy the drive-in for such 
airport uses as relocating a drain-
age ditch. They hope to acquire 
the 31.3 acre property later this 
year and said they will object to 
the flea market until they own the 

Wheeling firefighters, village settle wage hike 
gives firefighters an increase in raise for the year, taking them from hearing process the contract re-
their base salary of more than 4 per- $48,261 to $50,191 annually. MacIsaac quires when there's an impasse. 
cent, from $37,650 to $39,555 at the said the lieutenants' salaries were at 

Thanks to 11th-hour negotiations, top of the scale. Paramedics' base the top of the scale of what other 
Wheeling firefighters and village of- salary went from $40,534 to $42,585. communities are paying fire lieuten- 

ficials avoided arbitration and have ants. 

agreed to a settlement over wage in-
creases. 

The settlement gives 33 fire-
fighters and firefighter/paramedics 
a 3 percent raise for the period April 
30, 1992 to Nov. 1, 1992, and a 2 per-
cent hike until the contract expires 
April 30. 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The hike also places Wheeling fire-
fighters closer to the middle of the 
salary scale of what firefighters in 
other communities earn. 

"It's a direction being taken to 
bring them (firefighters) in line with 
comparable communities," said 
Wheeling Fire Chief Keith S. Ma- Village officials and the union 
clsaac. were able to iron out an agreement 

The split pay raise saves the vil- Six fire department lieutenants just prior to their meeting with a fed- 
lage money and, overall, for the year received a straight 4 percent pay eral arbitrator, avoiding the costly 

Firefighter union and village offi- has been able to break that pattern," 
cials spent four years negotiating be- said Mike Burns, treasurer for the 
fore they reached the existing pact Firefighters Association who was on 
in 1990. That contract included a the negotiating team. 
clause allowing wages to be renego-
tiated in May, 1992. Both sides will soon return to the 

bargaining table to iron out a new 
contract. The pact is set to expire 
April 30. 

The village and union should start 
new contract talks in February. 

"We kept negotiating the whole 
time. The pattern of collective bar-
gaining is (that) the negotiation has 
been at the 11th hour, and nobody 



BY MICHELLE MARTIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Incumbents, for the most part, 
took advantage of the first day of 
filing nominating petitions Mon-
day for the April 20 local elec-
tions. 

Two slates filed in Wheeling. 
Three-term village President 
Sheila H. Schultz leads the Wheel-
ing Progress Party, made up of 
incumbent trustee candidates 
Elizabeth L. Hartman, Wheeling 
Park Commissioner Robert G. 
Todd and Wayne Wisinski. 
Jeanne Selander is slated by the 
party for the village clerk post. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato heads 
the Citizens of Wheeling Party, 
with Cheryl Fitzpatrick, Michael 
Lynch and Sue Smedinghoff seek-
ing trustee posts. Mike Kurgan is 
seeking the clerk's spot on the 
ticket. 

The Long Grove Citizen's Nom-
inating Commmittee filed peti-
tions for village president candi-
date Lenore Simmons and for 
plan commissioners Gregory 
Conley and Jeri Monroe and for-
mer candidate Bob Greiner, who 
are running for trustee. Maria 
Rodriguez is running for village 
clerk on the Nominating Commit- 

Incumbents dominate first 
day of filing,for local races 
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tee slate. 
Incumbents Bill Reid, Jeffrey 

Braiman and Charles Hendricks 
filed for re-election in the Buffalo 
Grove village board race for 
three open seats. 

Three candidates, park board 
President Tom R. Webber, Com-
missioner Greg L. Klatecki and 
newcomer Mark Parkinson, filed 
for four open Wheeling park com-
missioner seats. 

No one filed for two open seats 
on the Buffalo Grove park board, 
but parks Director Michael Rylko 
said incumbents Karen Larson 
and Bob McNeely have been cir-
culating petitions. 

Incumbent President Nancy 
Whitney filed for the Long Grove 
park board, where two seats are 
open. 

Incumbent Wynne Weiss filed 
for one of the four open seats on 
the Indian Trails Library Board, 
and E.W. "Bill" Millholland was 
the only candidate to file for the 
two open seats on the Vernon 
Area Library Board. 

Staff Writer Dwayne Wong con-
tributed to this story. 

Airport commissioners might 
seek increase in monthly pay /-a S- 2  

Developer alters 
Capdlewood plan 

Arr S 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Commissioners on the 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport 
Commission are considering ask-
ing for an increase in the monthly 
fee of $75 they receive to attend 
meetings. 

The commissioners said they 
were eyeing the increase because 
they haven't received a raise in 
the stipend since it was first set in 
1986 shortly after the towns of 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights 
purchased Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport. 

"We haven't had an increase in 
eight years," said commission 
Chairman Robert E. Strauss. 

The panel consists of commis-
sioners from Wheeling and Pros-
pect Heights who are appointed 
by officials of both towns to run 
the airport under the intergovern-
mental agreement between the 
communities. 

The panel is mulling increasing 
the stipend in light of a recent 
proposal by Prosepct Heights 
Mayor Edward P. Rotchford to 
eliminate the $50 per meeting sti-
pend members of the city council 
receive. Currently, eight alder-
man on the city council are paid 
$75 per month and $50 per meet-
ing. 

Rotchford said the $50 stipend 
was created in 1991 to entice ald-
erman to attend all of the coun-
cil's meetings. 

Commissioner Dan Quiery said 
he favored leaving the monthly 
stipend at $75, and noted Rotch-
ford's proposal which is currently 
being mulled by the finance com-
mittee of the city council. 

"It was suggested that if you're 
elected, you show up at the meet-
ing," Quiery said. 

Airport Manager Fred E. Stew-
art Jr. said since the commission 
isn't elected, it could vote to in-
crease its own stipend. However, 
Stewart said he wasn't making a 
recommendation on what action 
the commission should take. 

"Let Caesar do Caesar's busi-
ness," Stewart said jokingly. 

Commissioner William A. Rog-
ers favored raising the monthly 
stipend to $125, while Elizabeth L. 
Hartman proposed increasing it 
to $100. 

If the commission backs a sti-
pend hike, they would include the 
money in the new budget they 
must submit to both towns for ap-
proval. Officials from both towns 
could approve the budget without 
comment or reject it noting the 
raises. 

The commission will discuss 
the issue further Feb. 9. 

By IRV IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Candlewood subdivision 
neighbors fighting construc-
tion of duplexes in the 
midst of their single-family 
neighborhood won a major 
victory last week. Berkshire 
Development backed off 
and agreed to build 
detached homes. 

Berkshire staffers had 
sworn to stick by their plan 
to build 18 duplexes on the 
three-acre plot between the 
new Picardy homes on the 
north and older homes on 
the south. But they are now 
asking approval to construct 
11 homes on the hunk of 
land west of Wolf Road. 

Architect Gary Cawn said 
landowner James Quo had 
decided to take a smaller 
profit and call off a planned 
lawsuit of Wheeling for not 
allowing a reasonable devel-
opment of the industrially 
zoned land. A short-handed 
plan commission dead-
locked when asked to 
approve the duplex plan in 

-ember. 
Lut Cawn said this far, 

and no farther: "They're 
still giving us a hard time, 
but we'll still end up with 
11 lots. But if they drop it 
to 10 lots, he'll go to court. 
$100,000 for a lawsuit, 
maybe you can't afford it, 
but for the price of one 
more house, you can." 

Residents are unlikely to 
quibble over the final home, 
after winning one of the few 
neighborhood-character bat-
tles ever won in the West 
Strong Street neighborhood, 
long the victim of spot-zon-
ing. 

"At any rate, 11 houses 
are a far cry from 18 
duplexes," said Mike Per-
ella, who spearheaded the 
effort to win over a plan 
commission which earlier 
had seemed bent on 
approval of multifamily 
homes just north of his 
Fifth Street house. 

Perella spent his shoe 
leather walking the area 
and talking up the issue 
among other homeowners. 
He was joined by Picardy's 
Stuart Shapiro and others, 
who assembled a petition to 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Wheeling reviews new policy 
for businesses serving alcohol 

/- a-..r —73 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG

hol once food service stops. Trus- 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 
tee William A. Rogers asked for 
restaurants with separate bars to 

Wheeling trustees are consider- be exempt from that require- 
ing a revised liquor license policy ment. 
spelling out additional controls "Not all bars are going to be 
village officials would like to see serving food after they stop serv-
instituted at local establishments. ing drinks," Rogers said. 

Trustees Monday reviewed a Anderson said that under the 
policy developed by Village Man- current village ordinances, some 
ager Craig G. Anderson specify- liquor licenses require restau- 
ing a number of practices for li- rants to cut off liquor sales two 
quor license holders — although hours before the business closes, 
non-binding ones — that Wheeling while other licenses don't cover 
officials prefer they adopt, such such sales. 
as calling a cab for intoxicated That section of the policy, he 
patrons, not having reduced-price said, would have to be rewritten 
drink specials and requiring to make it consistent with current 
more than one form of identifica- village ordinances. 
tion from patrons under 25. Village President Sheila H. 

"This is to make sure everyone Schultz said she wants liquor li- 
is clear about what we expect and censees to feel more obligated to 
what their responsibilities are," adopt the practices recommend- 

Anderson said. ed in an expanded policy. 
While Wheeling officials say "I wonder if we can make this 

they have not had problems with stronger? Suggested policy says, 
local establishments that sell al- 'I can follow this, and not follow 
cohol, village officials last year that,' " Schultz said. 
initiated discussions on a new pol- Anderson said he would have a 
icy to clarify acceptable practic- rewritten policy ready for the 

es. board's review in February and 
One part of the proposed policy hopes to re a new policy in 

some trustees wanted clarified place by April, when the village's 
called for restaurants where li- 31 liquor licenses are up for re- 

'''''or ismickto stop serving alto- newal. 
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Wheeling backs its manager 
with 8 percent pay increase 

(9-a-- 473  

Wheeling village officials 
to begin new labor talks 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Giving Wheeling Village Mana-
ger Craig G. Anderson another 
vote of confidence, the village . 
board Monday granted him an 8 
percent salary increase. 

The trustees unanimously 
agreed to increase Anderson's 
yearly compensation from $72,450 
to $78,000. Wheeling Village Pres-
ident Sheila H. Schultz said the 
board based its decision to give 
him a pay increase after review-
ing his performance in a number 
of areas. 

"We looked at his performance, 
which has been excellent, and the 
board was happy with his per-
formance in a variety of areas, 
and made a decision based on 
what's adequate compensation 
for this market," Schultz said. 

The trustees reaffirmed Ander-
son's performance just as he is 
preparing to enter into talks with 
unions representing the village's 
firefighters, its operations and 
maintenance workers, emergen-
cy communications operators 
and police. The police union is 
scheduled for a salary increase 
that, under their current contract 
with the village, must occur by  

the end of 
April. Other 
groups also 
have their cur-
rent contracts 
expiring then. 

Schultz said 
that aside from 
labor negotia-
tions, Anderson 
has done a fine Craig G.  
job preparing Anderson 
Wheeling's budget, supervising 
the village department heads, 
overseeing Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport managerial functions and 
representing Wheeling on region-
al governmental panels. 

Last year, the village board 
gave Anderson a five percent in-
crease, raising his annual salary 
from $69,000 to $72,450. Then, vil-
lage officials lauded his work 
handling airport matters and ef-
forts to bring a commuter rail 
line stop to Wheeling. 

Anderson, 42, has been with the 
village for 41/2  years and oversees 
a staff of more than 190 full-time 
employees and an annual budget 
that this year is at $22 million. 

He came to Wheeling in 1988 af-
ter spending eight years as assist-
ant village manager in Glenview, 
and started at $55,000. 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling officials are prepar-
ing to start talks with four village 
employee groups to either in-
crease their salaries or negotiate 
new contracts with them, before 
deadlines set for those settle-
ments pass at the end of April. 

Heading the list of employee 
groups village officials will be 
negotiating with are Wheeling po- 
lice and firefighters. The patrol 
officers, whose three-year con-
tract with the village expires in 

1995, are seeking a salary in-
crease that would cover 45 offi- 

cers. 
Firefighters, who recently 

received a one-year pay hike, are 
looking for a new contract with 
the village to replace the two- 
year agreement they currently 
have that's set to expire April 30. 

The new agreement would cover 
33 firefighters/paramedics and 
six fire department lieutenants. 

"We haven't started talks with 
them (employee groups) yet; we 
will be setting dates shortly," 
said Village Manager Craig G. 
Anderson. 

The village and firefighters un- 
ion narrowly avoided going to ar-
bitration before arriving at the  

latest salary hike settlement they 
hammered out. Contract talks be-
tween the two parties are sched- 
uled to start this month. 

Other village worker groups 
slated to come to the bargaining 
table soon include the communi-
cations operators and records 
clerks along with the public 
works employees. 

Public works employees hope 
to receive a salary increase for 35 
of their rank and file. The com-
munications operators - who 
handle emergency calls - and 
records clerks are looking for a 
new labor pact to replace the one- 
year agreement they have with 
Wheeling that is expiring this 

spring. 
Anderson said it was "a quirk 

of fate" that has the deadlines for 
the pay hikes and new pacts all 
fall by the end of April. The dead-
lines are specified under the dif-
ferent agreements the village has 
with those employees. 

Another deadline related to the 
labor talks looming near is the 
one the village board has to set 
the 1993-94 fiscal year budget. A 
part of the settlements the village 
sets with its employees could be 
included in that document trus-
tees are expect to vote on in 
April, said Anderson. 
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ARLINGTON 
HEIGHTS: 
Three 
candidates, 
including 
current Schroeder Walsh 
trustees Arlene Mulder and Julia Walsh, and 
Michael Schroeder, named interim village 
president last December, have filed petitions in 
an effort to succeed William 0. Maki. 

BARRINGTON: 
Trustee Ronald M. 
Hamelberg has filed 
petitions in an effort to 
unseat Village President 
Theodore J. Forsberg, 
who is expected to seek a second term.  

BARTLETT. 
Village President John 
Stark has not announced 
his re-election plans, but 
Trustee Catherine 
Meichert has filed 
nominating petitions to run for the top post. 

DES 
PLAINES: 
Mayor D. 
Michael 
Albrecht has 
filed petitions 
to run for a second term. Only Economic 
Development Commission member Ted 
Sherwood has filed to oppose him though 1st 
Ward Alderman Mary Childers is expected to 
join the race by the Monday filing deadline. 

ELK GROVE 
VILLAGE: 
Trustee 
Dennis J. 
Gallitano and 
former trustee 
Edward Hauser both filed their petitions for 
village president. Trustee James P. Petri said 
he will file his petitions this week. 

HANOVER PARK: 
Village President Sonya 
Crawshaw has filed 
nominating petitions to 
seek a third term in 
office. Former trustee 
Frank Della Valle has not formally filed in the 
race, but has announced he will challenge 
Crawshaw. 

Hemphill Smith 

Goszczynski 

Mullins 

Williams 

Rauscher 

Abruscato 

The mayoral races 
Contests are shaping up throughout the Northwest 
suburbs for village presiden and r in the 
April 20 elections. 0?-3 (12>  

   

   

Albrecht Childers 

 

Sherwood 

 

Crawshaw Dalla Valle 

MOUNT PROSPECT 
Incumbent Village 
President Gerald L. 
"Skip" Farley filed 
petitions along with 
Trustee Irvana K. Wks. 
Political newcomers 
Dennis Goszczynski 
and Ernest Lasse also 
filed for village president. 
Lasse also filed for 
trustee and has until Feb. 
10 to decide which position to run for. 

STREAMWOOD: 
Village President Billie 
D. Roth has filed 
nominating petitions to 
run for a second term. 
Petitions also have been 
filed by Streamwood Park 
District board President Roger 
Williams and former deputy police 
chief Paul W. Rauscher. 

LAKE BARRINGTON: 
Trustee Barry Hemphill 
is challenging incumbent 
Village President Nancy 
K. Smith after both 
locked horns over the 
issue of making the village president a full-time 
paid position. 

PALATINE: 
Incumbent Village 
President Rita Mullins, 
who has not yet 
announced whether she 
will seek another term, 
annoyed the local Republican organization by 
mounting a primary challenge to GOP State 
Rep. Bernie Pedersen last year. She lost, and 
the GOP has endorsed former village president 
Wendell Jones to run against her for mayor. 
Jones has already filed. 

WHEELING: 
Incumbent Village 
President Sheila H. 
Schultz has filed 
nominating petitions for a 
fourth term in the post. 
Also seeking the village's top job is two-term 
Trustee Judy Abruscato. 

Lasse 

Jones 

Farley 

Roth 

Schultz 

WIlks 

Mulder 

Forsberg Hamelberg 

Stark Meichert 

Gallitano Hauser Petri 

local criminal element, and 
should be denied the per-
mit. 

After a long delay, Loews 
withdrew its request shortly 
before the scheduled hear-
ing last Friday. Attorney 
Matt Klein said last week 

he would soon offer another 
kind of commercial permit 
request, but there were no 
plans afoot to change how 
the land is used. 

He said the winning of 
the land by the airport 
through condemnation was 

Second vendor 
gets clearance 
to open shop 

Note: There are several Northwest suburbs where incumbent village presidents so far are running uncontested f 
re-election. They include Hoffman Estates, Michael J. O'Malley; Barrington Hits, James A. Kempe; Inverness, 
Donna Thomas; South Barrington, Warren Fuller; and Deer Park, James M. Peterson. Long Grove Trustee Lenoi 
Simmons is unopposed for village president. 

Source: Daily Herald news files Daily Herald GI 
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No one knows vtrbether it 
will fly or whether it will 
crash, but the first fixed-
base operator to ever com-
pete with Priester Aviation 
is set to open at Palwaukee 
at the beginning of March. 

Dennis Jans, the 34-year-
old owner of Service Avia-
tion, said he was on "Cloud 
Nine" after the Prospect 
Heights City Council 
approved his company for 
startup Monday night in a 
6-1 vote. 

Many officials in both 
Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights, which own the air-
port, as well as the airport 
staff, believe Service can't 
succeed. Jans is confident 
he can put the venture 
together and make money 
before his five-year lease is 
up. After that, there's no 
guarantee he will win the 
right to open a bigger FBO 
when the airport expands. 

"I think he's going to be 
underfunded," said Prospect 
Heights Mayor Ed Rotch-
ford. "Many times, I've told 
Jans, I think the Village of 
Wheeling, Prospect Heights, 
and the airport commission 
gave him a raw deal. Ten 
feet of runway space in 
front of a 100 by 100 han-
gar. There just isn't enough 
ramp space. It's totally 
undersized," he said refer-
ring to the ancient Hangar 1 
that Service will use. "He 
only has a five-year lease 
without a first option on the 
new FBO. They haven't 
given this man half a 
chance." 

"But it's his money." 

Mechanical thoughts 
He said he doubts Jans 

can keep good mechanics, 
considering he can't guaran-
tee jobs beyond five years. 

"I think five years is a 
longer period of time than 
the mayor does," said Jans. 
He said he thinks he can 
develop a good working 
relationship with his  

mechanics, and has the best 
shot at winning the FBO 
slot in five years if he 
builds a good reputation. 

Mayor Rotchford won-
dered how Jans could con-
vince local pilots to buy his 
gas from him, when they 
can buy cheaper gas in Wis-
consin and other Illinois 
counties, where taxes are 
low. 

"You should see these 
(pilots)," said Rotchford. 
"They buy a BLT and split 
it four ways." 

Penny for thoughts 
Jans said he didn't think 

he would have to "compete 
penny for penny," he said. 
Palwaukee pilots, led by the 
Palwaukee Airport Pilots 
Association, have been lob-
bying for years for a new 
gas and mechanical pro-
vider, and often claim they 
will stick with an economi-
cal competitor even if Pries-
ter lowers its prices to 
match. Priester officials, 
however, have claimed they 
won't drop their prices to 
compete. 

"He's a very nice guy," 
said Rotchford. "I wish him 
all the luck. He's going to 
need it." 

The airport, constantly 
purchasing surrounding 
land in its effort to expand, 
has begun the condemna-
tion process on 32 key acres 
occupied by the Loews 
Wheeling Twin Drive-In 
north of the airport in unin-
corporated Cook County. 

Loews had filed for a 
Cook County special use 
permit to operate its Sun-
day Flea Market last sum-
mer, in an apparent effort 
to increase the value of its 
property in the face of a 
future judgment. 

Flea market 
Wheeling and the airport 

countered by claiming the 
flea market fostered the 

(Continued on page 15) 
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"probably inevitable," but 
warned the price a judge 
assigns to the drive-in 
might have bearing on 
whether it ever became part 
of the airport. 

"Not all condemnations 
are funded," he said. 
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Local candidates may file today 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Today is the first day candidates 
for seats on local government bodies 
can file nominating petitions indicat-
ing their intentions to run for public 
office in the municipal election April 
20. 

In Wheeling, there are five seats 
up for election, including Sheila H. 
Schultz's village president post. 
Schultz is running for another four-
year term along with a slate of trus-
tee candidates including current 
Wheeling Park District Commission-
er Robert G. Todd, incumbent Trus- 

tee Elizabeth L. Hartman and 
Wayne Wisinski. Slate member 
Jeanne Selander is seeking the vil-
lage clerk spot. 

And in Long Grove acting Village 
President Burt Mall won't seek re-
election, and the Long Grove Nomi-
nating Committee tapped 10-year 
trustee Lenore Simmons as his re-
placement. Three village trustee 
posts are also available for election. 

So far, no other candidates have 
indicated they will oppose Schultz's 
re-election bid. 

At the Wheeling Park District, five 
of the seven park commissioner 
seats are open. Four seats are up for  

election, and a fifth is vacant be-
cause of the retirement of Commis-
sioner Edward L. Klocke. 

In Wheeling Township, eight in-
cumbents and one newcomer slated 
by the Wheeling Township Republi-
can Organization are running for 
nine spots. And while the slated can-
didates probably won't be opposed 
by other parties' candidates, GOP 
newcomers Ronald J. Jasniowski, 
Ruth O'Connell, Susan H. Goreham, 
and Bing H. Zielka had hoped to be 
slated for the trustee seats on the 
ticket and are eyeing legal action as 
a way to be included. 

On the Indian Trails Public Li- 

brary District board, four of the sev-
en trustee seats are available in 
April. 

Buffalo Grove will have three vil-
lage trustee spots open. In Vernon 
Township, nine posts are up for elec-
tion with incumbents and one new-
comer vying for them. The park dis-
tricts of Buffalo Grove and Long 
Grove both have two open seats. 

The Vernon Area Public Library 
also will have two trustee spots open 
in April as well. Candidates for all 
open posts must have their nominat-
ing petitions filed with the public 
bodies by Monday, Feb. 8. 



DARE officers Chris Parr (left), Wheeling 
Police, and Steve Husak, Buffalo Grove, confer 

H. Rick Bamman/Pioneer Press 

before the start of a workshop for parents at 
Elementary School District 21 headquarters. 

DARE program's drug-free 
message msgat parents 

DARE's not just fo>f children anymore. 
The popular and successful program to 

keep kids off drugs and alcohol has been 
expanded to their parents. 

The last two weeks, concerned parents 
have listened as Steve Husak of the Buffalo 
Grove Police Department, and Chris Parr of 
the Wheeling force told them what many of 
their kids already know - that there are lots 
of drugs out there, but they don't have to 
become part of their lives. 

It's not a problem confined to urban and 
suburban areas. Chief John Roehlk of tiny 
Earlville, Ill., sat in on one of the four ses-
sions held at elementary School District 21 
headquarters. He said he's had two years of 
DARE at Earlville, and wants to start a par-
ent group, too. 

Roelk said there's youthful alcohol 
experimentation in his town, which is the 
size of a smaller Cook County subdivision. 
Those who indulge there are viewed as 
"outcasts" by their peers. That's one of the 
aims of Drug Awareness Resistance Educa-
tion here, to put the sober kids on the hip 
side, and the young drunks and heads on 
the outs, but help them to straighten out. 

It begins with the parents, who can start 
keeping their kids away from drugs from 

Celeste Rebellon of Wheel- as early as possible. It gets 
ing saw it as an opportunity harder the longer one waits. 
to learn more about the pres-
sures on her fourth son, now 
at Longfellow School. 

"We've had a little prob-
lem here and there," she said 
of her older children. "Chil-
dren grow up curious. They 
want to see things — even if 
it's not for them." 

Buffalo Grove's Husak 
said to try to talk to children 

By IRV LEAVITT 
C- 

"I had a one-day program 
at (Cooper) junior High," he 
said. "That's a tough audi-
ence. They say, 'Hey, I'm not 
going to believe anything you 
say." 

Husak and Parr plan to 
run the program for District 
21 parents twice next year, in 
the spring and fall. Parents 

c).)— 1-11  
the time they begin to crawl. 

Parr told those assembled in the district 
boardroom last week one of the things she 
tells the littlest of her students — to watch 
out for look-alikes. These include the milk 
cartons that look like Egg Beaters cartons, 
that in turn look like chocolate milk car-
tons, that look just like orange juice car-
tons, that look just like cartons of TSP, 
trisodium phosphate, which is used as a 
heavy-duty wall cleaner. It can clean out 
the insides of a youngster, permanently. 

Recreational drug and alcohol abuse 
often begins at home, too. Parr said that 
the examples parents set may be the most 
important factor in a child's lifetime deal-
ings with intoxicants. 

Though it may be all right for kids to see 
parents have a little wine with dinner on 
special or religious occasions, beware: "How 
often do you see seven or eight people 
(drink) in moderation but there is one per-
son who does it to excess?" asked Parr. She 
further warned about choices of babysitters. 

She said there are those who muse, 
"Boy, I wonder what it would be like to see 
the kid drunk, or high on drugs?" 

Many of the dozen or so parents at one 
of the sessions said they worried about 
their children in a world with so many dan- 
gerous temptations. 

(Continued on page 15) 

can learn how to recognize 
drugs and drug parapherna-
lia, and the signs their kids 
are using them. 

They can also learn where 
to turn if they see signs their 
kids are straying. For those 
who missed the first sessions, 
good places to start are Omni 
Youth services, 537-6677, or 
the Northern Illinois Coali-
tion on Alcoholism and Sub-
stance Abuse, 263-0800. 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Palwaukee Municipal Air-
port Commission is now on the 
road toward relocating the Wolf 
and Hintz roads intersection and 
making other improvements, 
though they've hit some bumps 
along the way. 

Relocating the intersection, 
where passing motorists current-
ly can see landing aircraft close 
up, is the centerpiece of an $83.5 
million capital improvement 
project to bring the airport, locat-
ed at Milwaukee Road and imme-
diately north of Palatine Road, up 
to Federal Aviation Administra-
tion standards. 

Just 250 feet from the airport's 
longest runway, the intersection 
is now too close to the airport and 
must be moved 570 feet west to 
create an FAA required safety 
area between the road and run-
way. 

Fred E. Stewart Jr., airport 
manager, said of the 16 parcels 
left the commission has to ac-
quire to make relocation of the in-
tersection a reality, the panel 
now has eight firm commitments 
from property owners agreeing to 
sell their land. The commission 
will probably own all the land 
needed for the intersection relo-
cation by April 1, said Stewart. 

"We anticipate having all the 
properties by April 1. We have 
quick-take authority. If we have 
to, we'll file a condemnation and 
go to court and the judge will 
award us the properties," Stew-
art said. 

One hurdle the commission was 
finally able to clear was ending 
its longest running condemnation 
case and acquiring land formerly 
owned by Frank R. Chupich. Air-
port officials first started negotia-
tions for the parcel located on the 
south side of Hintz Road in 1986. 
In 1988, they initiated condemna-
tion proceedings that ended late 
last year. 

Chupich, 79, claimed the com-
mission paid him less than fair-
market value for his property. 
Airport officials noted the site 
was strewn with old tires, con-
struction debris, old vehicle 
parts, truck trailers and other 
items. Airport officials said 
cleanup costs for the land exceed-
ed its value, and Chupich 
received a token payment for the 
site. 

Later this year, the commission 
will award contracts for construc-
tion related to the massive 
project, including demolishing 
old buildings and clearing the 
land, building two new bridges on 
Wolf and Hintz roads, and the re-
location, for safety reasons, of a 
drainage ditch running through 
the airport along with moving  

both roads .  
A growing concern of airport 

officials is the relocation of the 
utilities beneath the intersection. 

When the roads are moved, util-
ities including lines for gas, tele-
phone, cable television, electrici-
ty, water and sewers must also be 
relocated. Discussions on the util-
ities move are now underway be-
tween the government agencies 
and utilities companies. 

Some utility officials are saying 
initially moving their infrastruc-
ture could cost the government 
agencies involved in the 
Palwaukee project — which in-
cludes the FAA, Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation, the 
Army Corps of Engineers and the 
towns of Prospect Heights and 
Wheeling — additional millions. 

The two towns own the airport 
under an intergovernmental 
agreement they both inked when 
they purchased the facility in 
1986. 

The commission, comprising 

members appointed from both 
communities, serves as an advi-
sory and oversight panel. 

Still to be ironed out is who pays 
for the utilities' relocation and 
what such a transaction entails, 
said Stephen T. Moore, the com-
mission's attorney. 

Stewart said intersection relo-
cation is a complex project for 
the airport to undertake. Stewart 
called for an agreement between 
1DOT and Cook County Highway 
Department to handle its com-
plexities. 

"The whole project is a big im-
provement for the area. It's not 
justan improvement for the air-
port. It's an improvement for the 
people involved who travel along 
Wolf and Hintz roads," said Stew-
art. 

This past December, Prospect 
Heights officials and residents of 
the Wolf Run Estates subdivision 
requested a berm be placed near 
their homes that would shield 
them from the negative effects of 
the relocated intersection. 

Both towns subsequently 
agreed to plant trees by the subdi-
vision instead of a berm to screen 
the area from traffic. 

Stewart added that businesses 
located near the intersection 
should also see pluses from relo-
cation of the intersection. 

"Essentially, it's a benefit to 
them. It's an improved transpor-
tation network," he said. 

John Barron, Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Manufacturing for ACCO 
USA, Inc., a manufacturer and 
seller of office products at 770 S. 
ACCO Plaza, whose corporate 
headquarters would be closest to 
the new Wolf 'Hintz Road intersec-
tion, expressed guarded opti-
mism about the project. 

Safety project moving 
despite takeoff 
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A land swap with Buffalo Grove 
has been initiated by Wheeling of-
ficials, in an effort to control de-
velopment, straighten out village 
borders and placate a restauran-
teur who wants to annex land into 
Buffalo Grove. 

Wheeling officials this week of-
fered to let Mark Malnati, owner 
of Lou Malnati's Pizzeria at 85 S. 
Buffalo Grove Road, switch some 
property from Wheeling to Buffa-
lo Grove, if the two communities 
can agree on a series of land 
transfers. 

Malnati wants to convert the 
property in question — a house lo-
cated just south of the pizzeria — 
to offices and put more parking 
nearby. 

"I feel I must be in Buffalo 
Grove ... this is not a big business 
moving out of Wheeling, but it is a 
big deal to me," Malnati told 
Wheeling officials. 

The complex deal Wheeling of-
ficials proposed includes asking 
Buffalo Grove trustees not to 
challenge Wheeling's desire to 
annex 1.7 acres at the northeast 
corner of Buffalo Grove and little  

Aptakistic roads. 
Last August, Ronald Herff, ex-

ecutor of the estate owning that 
property, filed for annexation to 
Buffalo Grove on the same day 
Wheeling trustees annexed the 
site. Buffalo Grove had targeted 
the land for multi-family housing 
while Wheeling thought it was 
suited for commercial develop-
ment. 

Herff wants to put a commer-
cial use there, but wants utilities 
extended from Buffalo Grove, 
which is closer to the property, to 
make it buildable. 

Wheeling officials further pro-
posed that they'll let Buffalo 
Grove annex the property on the 
northeast corner of Lake-Cook 
and Buffalo Grove roads in ex-
change for Buffalo Grove not 
challenging the Herff annexation. 

Buffalo Grove Village Manager 
William Balling said trustees are 
reviewing the Wheeling proposal 
and could respond to it later this 
month. 

"I think we'll ultimately work 
out something to accomodate a 
local businessman," said Balling. 
"And our goal, and I think it's 
Wheeling's goal, is to have a suc-
cessful business climate." 

Officials view BG land swap 
as answer to several issues 

Competing slates file 
for Wheeling board ,lf(-/L3 

Wheeling Trustee Ju bruscato—has 
fielded a slate challenging that of three-term 
Village President Sheila Schultz. But she 
said Friday there are no issues for them to 
run with. 

"I want to make it clear that nobody's 
doing a bad job," said Abruscato, who will 
top her Citizens for Wheeling party slate by 
shooting for Schultz' job. She reiterated her 
statements of December, that there are "no 
great issues in Wheeling." 

She attacked Schultz' attempt at a fourth 
term obliquely, however. "Two terms is a 
good amount of time on any commission or 
board," she said. 

She added that it was "a shame that peo-
ple in Wheeling don't know their village offi-
cials." 

"They know the President of the U.S. bet-
ter than they know the elected officials in 
this village." 

Campaigning 

Schultz countered Monday that "even last 
time, when we ran unopposed, we still cam-
paigned," but added that a contested election 
was good for the village. 

Her Wheeling Progress Party slate, 
announced earlier, includes incumbent Eliz-
abeth Hartman and newcomers Robert Todd 
and Wayne Wisinski. The slated candidate for 
clerk is Jeanne Selander. 

Abruscato plans a race with clerk candi-
date Mike Kurgan, part-owner of an Arling-
ton Heights real estate firm, as well as the 
Dogs on the Run hot dog stand in Wheeling's 
Creek Side shopping center. 

Mike Lynch, who came up short in his 
attempt at a board seat on the Abruscato 
ticket two years ago, will try again. Other 
Citizens' Party trustee candidates are Zoning 
Board of Appeals member Sue Smiedinghoff 
and newcomer Cheryl Fitzpatrick. 

Park fireworks 
If there is little excitement at the outset of 

the Wheeling village race, the beginning of  

trict show promise of fireworks. 
Steve Telow, the avowed White Christian 

Rascist, has picked up petitions to run for 
the park board. He sets himself up as Wheel-
ing's opponent of complacency. 

He said both the park board and the vil-
lage board have a penchant for uniformity 
and unanimous votes, "except for (retiring 
park board member Ed) Klocke, who voted 
against the aquatic center." 

"It's like a conspiracy. There's nobody on 
the board who's for the taxpayers." 

The 37-year former Chicago tavern owner 
has been collecting signatures or working for 
a variety of candidates over the year, includ-
ing George Wallace, Ed Vrdolyak and David 
Duke. When he lived in the city, he ran for 
state representative, 35th Ward alderman and 
state senator, "and got beat every time, 
because of the rascism, being a bigot, or 
whatever." 

Racist factor 
Telow raised a ruckus at last weekend's 

Wheeling town meeting chaired by Congress-
man John Porter, when he told the audience 
he thought cocaine babies and "AIDS bas-
tards" should be aborted, so that more 
deserving cancer patients could receive pub-
lic funds instead. 

Telow, 72, said he has recreational experi-
ence garnered as president of the old Kil-
bourn Park Improvement Club, for which he 
organized Little Leagues. 

He hasn't turned in his petitions yet„ but 
said he will before the Feb. 8 deadline. Nei-
ther has incumbent Fran Melamed, but she 
also is expected to return to the fray. Parks 
President Tom Webber, and Commissioner 
Greg Klatecki have already filed, as has 
Mark Parkinson, who helped lead the battle 
for Aquatic Center votes in both the winning 
and losing efforts. 

"The aquatic center and recreational cen-
ter are positive things," said title firm owner 
Parkinson. "We should keep going in that 
direction." 

"There's an awful lot of animosity towards 
that aquatic center," said Telow. "They 
should have built that rec center first, and 
then seen if the people wanted the aquatic 

4-legged police 
officers put bad 
guys on the run - b_k Q---sg. -73  
By Jack Houston 

Wheeling Police Officer William Benson and 
his partner were on patrol on a recent winter 
night when their squad's two-way radio crack-
led with a report of an armed robbery. 

Just moments earlier, a man entered a con-
venience store, held a knife to the clerk's throat 
and emptied the cash register. 

Noticing a man on foot who fit the robber's 
description, Benson slammed on the brakes 
while his partner gave chase. 

The suspect bolted for some nearby woods. 
But Benson's fleet-footed partner tracked him 
through heavy brush and across a creek. 

When Benson eventually caught up, he dis-
covered his partner had apprehended the sus-
pect. 

"By the time I caught up to them, [he was] 
circling the suspect, who was down on the 
ground," Benson said. "I never could have 
done that by myself." 

Most police officers would have been hard 
pressed to match the performance, because 
Benson's partner, Laser, is a German shepherd 
and the only four-legged member of the 
Wheeling Police Department. 

Laser's unique abilities—his speed, his agility, 
his strong sense of smell—are the kinds of tools 
Wheeling police and other area departments 
are looking for as suburban crime becomes 
more serious and criminals more dangerous. 

Increasingly, suburban departments are de-
ploying trained dogs to search high-rise build-
ings and shopping malls, sniff out drugs, track 
suspects and missing persons ... even perform 
a little public relations with kids by showing 
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Canine 
Continued from page 1 
them how the pooches respond to 
commands. 

A handful of suburban depart-
ments have canine units, including 
Wheeling, Roselle, Schaumburg 
and Vernon Hills. But more are 
seeing the value of having a dog 
on staff. 

of w ere he had.cai  
gun and money,' 

Lake County Sheriff's 
Deputy Troy Oldham 
(above, left) attempts 
to restrain his German 
shepherd, Panzer, 
whose jaws are locked 
around the padded 
arm of trainer Bruce 
Marshall during a drug 
detection exercise 
held in Wheeling High 
School. Wheeling 
Officer William Benson 
(left) greets his canine 
partner, Laser, at the 
beginning of their shift. 
Tribune photos by Chuck Berman 

• 

the parking 
his jacket, hat, 
Smith said. 

The team was quickly dubbed 
Smith & Wesson, after the gun 
manufacturer. 

Wesson was Smith's first police 
dog. Smith started the canine unit 
with a mixed-breed shepherd 
named Bruno, a stray picked up 
by neighboring Hoffman Estates. 
Bruno died of cancer in 1985, and 
Wesson died of a stomach ailment 
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By Jack Houston 

Wheeling Police Officer William Benson and 
his partner were on patrol on a recent winter 
night when their squad's two-way radio crack-
led with a report of an armed robbery. 

Just moments earlier, a man entered a con-
venience store, held a knife to the clerk's throat 
and emptied the cash register. 

Noticing a man on foot who fit the robber's 
description, Benson slammed on the brakes 
while his partner gave chase. 

The suspect bolted for some nearby woods. 
But Benson's fleet-footed partner tracked him 
through heavy brush and across a creek. 

When Benson eventually caught up, he dis-
covered his partner had apprehended the sus-
pect. 

"By the time I caught up to them, [he was] 
circling the suspect, who was down on the 
ground," Benson said. "I never could have 
done that by myself." 

Most police officers would have been hard 
pressed to match the performance, because 
Benson's partner, Laser, is a German shepherd 
and the only four-legged member of the 
Wheeling Police Department. 

Laser's unique abilities—his speed, his agility, 
his strong sense of smell—are the kinds of tools 
Wheeling police and other area departments 
are looking for as suburban crime becomes 
more serious and criminals more dangerous. 

Increasingly, suburban departments are de-
ploying trained dogs to search high-rise build-
ings and shopping malls, sniff out drugs, track 
suspects and missing persons ... even perform 
a little public relations with kids by showing 
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Lake County Sheriff's 
Deputy Troy Oldham 
(above, left) attempts 
to restrain his German 
shepherd, Panzer, 
whose jaws are locked 
around the padded 
arm of trainer Bruce 
Marshall during a drug 
detection exercise 
held in Wheeling High 
School. Wheeling 
Officer William Benson 
(left) greets his canine 
partner, Laser, at the 
beginning of their shift. 
Tribune photos by Chuck Berman 
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Continued from page 1 
them how the pooches respond to 
commands. 

A handful of suburban depart-
ments have canine units, including 
Wheeling, Roselle, Schaumburg 
and Vernon Hills. But more are 
seeing the value of having a dog 
on staff. 

"It's a police procedure used 
successfully elsewhere over time," 
said Hoffman Estates Village Pres-
ident Michael O'Malley, whose 
community is the latest to con-
sider adding a canine to its crime-
fighting efforts. 

Once simply a bedroom com-
munity, the village has grown dra-
matically over the past decade, 
and the shopping centers and of-
fice complexes that now line its 
major highways bear out the need 
for a canine unit, according to 
O'Malley. 

"One-third of Hoffman Estates 
is made up of forest preserves," 
O'Malley said. "We have plenty of 
uses for a dog." 

But Hoffman Estates is finding 
that creating a police canine unit 
doesn't simply mean getting a dog. 
At a recent village budget hearing, 
officials learned that the Police 
Department would have to pay for 
a kennel, veterinary care and a 
four-wheel drive vehicle with 
special equipment for the dog and 
its trainer. 

When village trustees asked, 
"How much is that doggie in the 
Blazer?" The answer came back: 
4,74,560. - -- 

O'Malley thinks it's worth the 
price. He believes that over time, a 
police dog will pay for itself. 

"One dog can get in there and 
find a burglar a lot faster. That 
means you tie up less manpower," 
O'Malley said. 

Schaumburg police know the 
value of police dogs, having had a 
canine unit for the last 10 years. 

"It's hard to demonstrate need 
when you're asking for a canine 
unit," said Schaumburg Police Sgt. 
Thomas Smith. "While a police 
dog will never replace a police of-
ficer, what you've got is an extra 
officer working for dog food." 

Smith said his German shepherd 
partner, Wesson, proved his value 
on the first case they worked to-
gether. If it wasn't for Wesson, 
Smith said he would not have 
been able to catch an armed rob-
ber. 

"Wesson found him in the bush-
es," Smith recalled. "Suddenly, the 
guy jumped out with his hands up, 
yelling, 'Don't let the dog bite 
me.' We all thought he came from 
the house, because his clothes 
didn't match the description. 

"We kept telling him to go back 
inside. But Wesson knew he was 
the guy and eventually led us to  

the parking of w ere e au 
his jacket, hat, gun and money,' 
Smith said. 

The team was quickly dubbed 
Smith & Wesson, after the gun 
manufacturer. 

Wesson was Smith's first police 
dog. Smith started the canine unit 
with a mixed-breed shepherd 
named Bruno, a stray picked up 
by neighboring Hoffman Estates. 
Bruno died of cancer in 1985, and 
Wesson died of a stomach ailment 
in 1990. 

"You can become very attached 
to the dogs. They become part of 
the family," Smith said. 

In addition to illness, some dogs 
are killed in the line of duty or die 
in accidents. When that happens, 
the animals are treated in some 
ways just like police officers felled 
on the job. 

Recently, for instance, members 
of the Vernon Hills Police Depart-
ment and officers from nearly 30 
other agencies gathered for a ser-
vice for that unit's police dog, 
Ritchie, who was killed in a traffic 
accident a week earlier. 

Schaumburg's third dog, Major. 
another shepherd, and his handler, 
Officer Michael Bowden, work the 
11 p.m. to 7 a.m. shift, checking 
business doors and burglar alarms, 
stopping speeders, breaking up 
fights and responding to emergen-
cies. 

Recently, he sniffed out 76 
grams of marijuana and $2,000 in 
cash in a car driven here from 
Missouri. Another time, Major 
tracked blood left at a crime scene 
by a burglar who cut himself while 
enterin a 

e took us right to the guy's 
front door, in an apartment a 
quarter mile away," Bowden said. 

Unlike the Chicago Police De-
partment, which has more than 60 
dogs in four separate canine units, 
suburban departments usually get 
along with only one dog. 

"Other governmental agencies 
are seeing the need and forming 
their own canine units," said Chi-
cago Police Lt. Earl Zuelke, who 
as head of the department's main 
canine unit oversees 31 dogs and 
their handlers. 

In addition to the main unit, the 
department's Mass Transit Unit 
handles 20 dogs, the O'Hare Law 
Enforcement Unit uses six dogs 
for bomb detection and the Orga-
nized Crime Unit uses another six 
dogs for narcotics investigations. 

Hoffman Estates borrows 
Schaumburg's canine unit about 
12 times each year, and also relies 
on aid from the Illinois State Po-
lice and the Cook County Forest 
Preserve District, but borrowing 
depends on availability. 

"We only call for a dog in ex-
treme emergencies," said Hoffman 
Estates assistant chief Clinton 
Herdegen. "If we got a dog, it 
would always be on patrol with its 
handler." 



Wheeling board OKs plans 
for Alzhcimer's care facility 

to 13  
project with single-story build- 

Daily Herald Staff Writer ings so it fits in with the houses 
and apartments surrounding the 

Wheeling came one step closer site. She also said that in a large 
to becoming home to the state's high-rise development, the resi- 
first residential care facility for dents of the development tend to 
victim's of Alzheimer's disease become distracted. 
and related disorders Tuesday "We want to have three small 
when the village's zoning board of buildings to keep in our philoso- 
appeals endorsed the project. phy With our concept of residen- 

The zoning board, in a 5-1 vote tial buildings...the residents take 
with board member Thomas part. If the residents want to set 
Kirchner absent and Susan M. the table, they set the table. It's 
Smedinghoff objecting, backed a much like a home," she said. 
proposal by Mequon, Wis.-based Smedinghoff objected to the 
New Perspective Inc. to build the parcel the development was 
New Perspective Specialty Care slated for fearing that its higher 
Homes facility where 36 to 48 peo- elevation at one end would cause 
ple, mostly seniors would live. storm water run-off to create 

The state-licensed develop- flooding problems for neighbors. 
ment, slated for a 4.7-acre site at Thomas E. Fennell, building, 
760 N. McHenry Road, would in- housing and zoning administrator 
dude three 7,000 square-foot, sin- for the village, said ordinances 
gle-story buildings with enclosed specify that all the storm water 
yards and gardens, interior walk- held on the undeveloped parcel 
ing areas and private rooms, must be held there even after con- 
company officials had said. struction is completed. 

The officials sought a variance The project now goes to the vil- 
to the village's zoning code so lage board, which could vote on it 
they could erect three buildings next month. Alzheimer's disease 
on the parcel which now contains is a progressive, dementia-relat- 
one single-family house. ed neurological disorder in which 

Diane C. Bjorkman, president the victim loses memory, has im- 
of the company, said New Per- paired judgment and becomes di- 
spective wanted to develop the soriented. 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 

Mullins' hat in ring, 
Stark takes his out 

• 

BY KIM MIKUS 
and DEEDRA LAWHEAD 
Daily Herald Staff Writers 

One high-profile suburban mayor 
is out. Another hopes to stay in. 

The races for suburban mayors, 
already complicated by record num-
bers of candidates in some towns, 
took an interesting twist Monday 
when Bartlett Village President 
John Stark announced he would not 
seek re-election. The man who rode 
the protest over the proposed balefill 
to victory four years ago said Mon-
day he wants to "take a break" from 
public office. 

Meanwhile, in Palatine, Rita Mul-
lins said Monday she will fight for re-
election against Wendell Jones, the 
former Palatine village president in-
vigorated for another shot at the title 
by Mullins' fall from grace with the 
local GOP organization. 

"I intend to run on my record, and 
the citizens of Palatine that are con-
tent with what I've been doing, I 
hope will respond," Mullins said as 
she filed nominating petitions with 
about 500 signatures hours before 
Monday's deadline. 

The January massacre of seven 
employees of a Palatine Brown's 
Chicken & Pasta restaurant changed 
Mullins from an obscure local figure 
to a recognizable face on the 10 p.m. 
news. In response to the tragedy, she 
has gone to Washington D.C. to lobby 
for stricter gun control laws. 

But Mullins' announcement pits 
her directly against local Republi-
can Party officials and Jones, the 
GOP's endorsed candidate. Mullins 
angered the GOP when she ran an 
unsuccessful primary campaign last 
March to unseat State Rep. Bernard 

Continued from Page 1 

Commissioner Robert G. Todd 
and Wayne Wisinski as trustee 
candidates and Jeanne Selander 
as the candidate for village clerk. 

Abruscato's slate, the Citizen's 
of Wheeling Party, includes trus-
tee candidates Cheryl Fitzpa-
trick, Michael Lynch and Sue 
Smeddinghoff and village clerk 
candidate Mike Kurgan. 

Independent candidate William 
Spandenberg also is running for 
Wheeling trustee. 

In Buffalo Grove, no one new 
filed on Monday, but a lottery was 
held to determine the ballot posi-
tion of the three incumbents, all 
of whom filed Feb. 1. Charles 
Hendricks will be first on the bal-
lot, followed by Jeffrey Braiman 
and William Reid. 
Here is a list of candidates running in lo-
cal races: 

Buffalo Grove Park District 
Board:Karen Larson (I) and Robert 
McNeely (I). 

Buffalo Grove Village Board: Jef-
frey Braiman (I), Charles Hendricks (I) and 
Williamn Reid. 

Indian Trails Library Board: Wynne 
E. Weiss (I), Richard C. Tripp (I) and Rita 
Obuchowski (I). 

Long Grove Park District Board: 

Newcomer joins 
Long Grove race 
BY MICHELLE MARTIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Long Grove village trustee 
race turned into a four-way battle as 
a political newcomer entered the 
fray Monday — the last day to file 
petitions for municipal elections in 
April. 

Long Grove Village Tavern owner 
Norma Sayles filed at the end of the 
day Monday, assuring that her name 
would be last on the ballot. 

Sayles will take on three trustee 
candidates slated by the Long Grove 
Nominating Committee: Robert 
Greiner, who ran for trustee three 
years ago as part of the Independent 
Voters of Long Grove, and plan corn 
missioners Gregory Conley and Jeri 
Monroe. 

Trustee Lenore Simmons, the 
Nominating Committee's candidate 
for village president, remains unop-
posed, as does Maria Rodriguez, the 
Nominating Committee's candidate 
for village clerk. 

In Wheeling, Judy Abruscato will 
try to unseat three-term village 
president Sheila H. Schultz. 

Schultz's slate, the Wheeling Prog-
ress Party, includes incumbent Eliz-
abeth L. Hartman, Wheeling parks 

Barry Nathanson (I) and Nancy Whitney 
(I).

Long Grove Village President: 
Lenore Simmons. 

Long Grove Village Board: Gregory 
Conley, Robert Greiner, Jeri Monroe and 
Norma Sayles. 

Long Grove Village Clerk: Maria 
Rodriguez. 

Vernon Area Public Library 
Board: Donn Calloway, Charles Harding 
(I) and E.W. "Bill" Millholland. 

Vernon Township Assessor: Gary 
Raupp (I). 

Vernon Township Board: G. William 
Phillips (I), Dan Prowse (I), Kathleen Ru-
binstein (I), Jennifer Steininger and Davi-
da Terry. 

Vernon Township Clerk: Barbara 
Barnaby (I). 

Vernon Township Highway Com-
missioner: Dave Anderson (I). 

Vernon Township Supervisor: Wil-
liam E. Peterson (I). 

Wheeling Park District Board: 
Greg L. Klatecki (I), Francine Melamed (I), 
Michael J. Orlando, Mark Parkinson, Ste-
phen J. Telow, Tom R. Webber (I). 

Wheeling Village President: Judy 
Abruscato and Sheila H. Schultz (I). 

Wheeling Village Board: Cheryl 
Fitzpatrick, Elizabeth L. Hartman (I), Mi-
chael Lynch, Sue Smedinghoff, Robert G. 
Todd and Wayne Wisinski. 

Wheeling Village Clerk: Mike Kur-
gan and Jeanne Selander. 

Wheeling Township Assessor: Do-
lores Stephen (I). 

Wheeling Township Board: Edward 
Main (I), Martin Mulkerrin, Jerry Sadler (I) 
and Wayne Wagner (I). 

Wheeling Township Clerk: Paula L. 
Ulrich (I). 

Wheeling Township Collector: 
Georgia L. Wiltsie (I). 

Commmissioner: John T. Ayers (I). 
Wheeling Township Supervisor: 

Ruth B. Grundberg (I). 

Bike trail ma 
By In LEAvrrr cp2 ceed',lto the south side of 

STAFF WRITER 1---IDundee Road to the site of 
the new park district aquatic 
center, recreation center and 
proposed Metra commuter 
train station. 

The planning of the bike 
path took place in two meet-
ings between Wheeling Plan-
ner Mark Janeck, his Buffalo 
Grove counterpart Bob Pfeil, 
Wheeling parks Superinten-
dent Karop Bavougian, Buf-
falo Grove parks boss Mike 
Rylko, and John Green, an 
architect and Buffalo Grove 
Rotary club member. 

Those meetings are a little 
unusual between two towns 
that haven't always cooper-
ated closely in the past. 

"The professional people 
are friendly in both towns," 
said Janeck. "Perhaps they 
were in a mood to get some-
thing done together." 

They needed to be in a 
mood to get work done, 
because they diodn't have 
much time. The Chicago Area 
Transportation Study, which 
administers the federal grant 
program, didn't send applica-
tion papers to the villages 
until mid-January, and 
they're due Friday, according 
to Janeck. 

The planners had to come 
up with ways to avoid the 
railroad tracks, cut through 
an embankment under Lake-
Cook Road, and forge an  

agreement with Com Ed. 
The Buffalo Grove-Wheel-

ing plan has a much better 
chance of approval because it 
links public transportation 
hubs — the proposed Metra 
stations in both Buffalo 
Grove and Wheeling, and 
because the towns got 
together on it — according to 
Janeck. "No question about 
it, the (program) was made 
for intergovernmental cooper-
ation." 

"I think it just shows 
when there is a lot of com-
mon interest, when there's 
commonality, we can work 
together very closely," said 
Schultz. 

Both towns' Rotary clubs 
are cooperating, too, raising 
money to cover their villages' 
ends of the project not paid 
for by the feds. Buffalo Grove 
needs to come up with about 
$12,000 on its end, and Green 
said his club will try to cover 
as much as possible. 

Wheeling Community 
Development Director Mike 
Klitzke, secretary of his 
towros Rotary club, said the 
same for his end. But Wheel-
ing would have to cover 
$66,000, and is presently 
searching out several addi-
tional funding sources. 

Vernon Hills plans its own 
ISTEA-funded bikeway pro-
ject which would extend the 
southern reach of its system. 

Wheeling may get its first 
few miles of bike path, 
linking its train station site 
and aquatic center to each 
other and to Buffalo Grove 
and Vernon Hills' extensive 
path systems. 

All three towns will know 
next month if they qualify 
for federal Intermodal Sur-
face Transportation Effi-
ciency Act funds. If they do, 
it won't be long before bicy-
clists can peddle their way 
from Dundee Road to Route 
60. 

"I think it's a great idea," 
said Wheeling village Presi-
dent Sheila Schultz. "And in 
a lot of areas, not just recre-
ational." She envisions bike 
racks springing up all along 
the 2.5-mile-long path, as it 
links businesses, homes and 
recreational facilities. 

A Buffalo Grove path run-
ning east and west just north 
of Lake-Cook Road currently 
dead-ends as it approaches 
the Wisconsin Central tracks. 
The new path would join it 
and continue south under 
Lake-Cook Road on the Com-
monwealth Edison right-of-
way, along the east side of 
the new Eastwood subdivi-
sion. 

It would cut cross-country 
to McHenry Road and pro- 

link villages 



Metra gets green light for new line 
By JAMIE SOTONOFF 

STAFF WRITER 

A new Wisconsin Central 
commuter train line will be 
up and running in this area 
by September, 1995, Metra 
officials promise. 

After several years of dis-
cussing the project, Metra 
spokesman Chris Knapton 
said Metra believes it has 
finally found the necessary 
funding for the train line 
through state, federal and 
local sources. 

The proposed Wisconsin 
Central commuter line is 
expected to cost $47 million, 
according to Metra's latest 
estimate. It would run 
through Franklin Park, Pros-
pect Heights, Wheeling, Buf-
falo Grove, Lincolnshire, 
Vernon Hills, Mundelein, Lib-
ertyville, Grayslake, Round 
Lake Beach, Lake Villa and 
Antioch and would connect 
with the Milwaukee West line 
for access to Chicago's Union 
Station. 

On Tuesday, Metra offi-
cials announced they would 
apply for a Chicago Area 
Transportation Study (CATS) 
grant, from which they 
expect to receive several mil-
lion dollars in federal fund-
ing. The Illinois Department 
of Transportation (IDOT) also 
recently offered to chip in  

between $5 million o $10 
million. 

"At this time, we haven't 
made any commitments. But 
we have money that is avail-
able and we'd like to be a 
partner in this," IDOT's divi-
sion of public transportation 
director Steven Schindel said 
Monday. 

Green light 

With money waiting in the 
wings, Metra engineers and 
planners have been given the 
green light to start work on 
their plans. Knapton said 
Metra will present engineer-
ing plans to municipalities as 
early as this spring. 

"You won't see any earth 
movers out there building 
railroad track, but we've 
already got an army of drafts-
men down here totally rede-
signing the signal system," 
he said. 

Metra engineers and plan-
ners are also working on an 
environmental study, which 
must be completed before 
any grant money is awarded. 
Knapton said he expects the 
study to be finished this 
spring. The study will exam-
ine things like ridership fore-
casts, traffic patterns and the 
number of cars expected to 
be taken off the road. Then, 
formulas will be used to cal- 

//-
culate what this means in 
terms of carbon monoxide. 

"The report will say, we 
can eliminate X number of 
tons of pollutants and that a 
new train will improve the air 
quality. Once you get that in 
the record, you can go ahead 
with the project," Knapton 
said. 

Widespread support 
The municipalities affected 

by the new train line strongly 
support the project both in 
concept and in dollars and 
are thrilled to see project 
move ahead. 

"Community reaction is 
very positive and that seems 
to be the case in all the other 
communities," said Wheeling 
Village President Shiela 
Schultz, who is also the head 
of the Mayors Task Force for 
Wisconsin Central. "We are 
very excited about this." 

As proof of their support, 
municipalities have offered to 
build their own depots and 
parking facilities for the pro-
ject, helping Metra slash the 
price tag in half. Last April, 
the new train line was 
expected to cost $93.2 mil-
lion. Now the cost is esti-
mated at $46.7 million. 

This financial support has 
helped Metra make the pro-
ject a reality, Knapton noted. 

specific policy, "but it's eas-
ier to put on the books than 
it is to enforce." 

As for calling cabs for 
patrons, he said, "At this 
point, it's becoming more 
frequent. Restaurant work-
ers are more aware of intox- 

Municipalities hope their 
local businesses will help pay 
for these new depots. Schultz 
said several busir r sses have 
already expressed in interest 
in making the new train 
depots joint business devel-
opments, such as putting a 
day care facility or a bakery 
adjacent to the depot. In Ver-
non Hills, village officials 
have considered combining a 
new train depot with a club-
house for their municipal golf 
course. 

"This (train line) is one of 
those things that everyone 
benefits from," Schultz 
explained. 

Residents in the impacted 
municipalities have also spo-
ken out in favor of the new 
train and even have given 
their village officials approval 
to spend money on it. In an 
advisory referendum in Mun-
delein in November 1990, for 
example, residents voted 
almost two to one in support 
of spending between $1.5 and 
$2.5 million on site acquisi-
tion and construction of a 
train depot in town. 

Excess cars 
Another money-saving 

move that helped Metra 
afford this new Wisconsin 
Central line was its purchase 
of 173 wheelchair- accessible 

ication levels — even our 
new people. 

"But it's difficult to get a 
cab out here. And in seven 
years, I've only done that 
for one person. People who 
come here are out for a dif- 

rail cars. The new Americans 
with Disabilities Act forced 
Metra to put at least one 
handicapped-accessible car 
on each train, giving them a 
net increase of more than 100 
new cars, Knapton said. 

"The old cars are in good 
shape, and we won't have to 
buy new coaches which 
would have cost about $41 
million," he said. 

By using the extra cars, 
Knapton estimated that 
Metra saved more than $40 
million on new rail cars that 
it would have had to buy for 
the Wisconsin Central line. 

Funding sources 
Federal grant money is 

expected to come by way of 
Congestion Mitigation and 
Air Quality (CMAQ) funding. 
In 1991, a new law gave 
CMAQ money for things like 
commuter trains to state and 
local sources. The money was 
divided based on factors like 
population and density. Thus, 
a state like Utah, which only 
has one or two big cities, 
would get less money for a 
new train than a state like 
Pennsylvania, which has sev-
eral large towns. 

This has left local groups, 
rather than the federal gov-
ernment, to decide what pro-
jects merit federal funding. 

ferent reason. They're not 
just bar-hopping." 

The restaurant paid for 
the ride. "For a $20 cost, it 
beats hell out of a lawsuit or 
the other problems it can 
cause." 
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Wheeling ustees say 

there aren't any problems 
with liquor sales in restau-
rants and taverns in town, 
but they've instructed vil-
lage staff to write a new pol-
icy to make it easier to 
abide by the liquor ordi-
nance. 

Local keg tappers agree 
that there aren't any prob-
lems. Not until the new pol-
icy comes out, anyway. 

The policy is a written 
statement, filed each year, 
describing how the prospec-
tive licensee plans to run 
his establishment to keep it 
safe and orderly. The new 
policy would be a minimum 
standard, and would define 
how a licensee allows his 
employees and customers to 
behave. 

That confuses bar and 
restaurant owners who have 
written their own policies 
for years, and run clean 
establishments. 

"If you don't have any 
judgment, they shouldn't 
give you a liquor license in 
the first place," said Jim 
Masterson, owner of Hack-
ney's Restaurant, 241 S. 
Milwaukee Ave. The old pol-
icies, written by the appli-
cants themselves, indicated 
if they had any idea how to 
run a tavern. The new ones 
would spell it out for them, 
while not going far beyond 
liquor ordinance standards. 

One of the points on the 

By IRV LEAVffT proposed policy drew 
amused comments from 
local owners. While stating 
the obvious — "The estab-
lishment will call a cab for 
an intoxicated patron, or 
have a friend or relative 
drive the person home" — it 
doesn't necessarily work in 
the real world. 

"You can call a cab, but 
you can't force anybody to 
get in it," said Joe Ador-
natto, owner of Hatfield's 
Pub, 141 S. Milwaukee. 
"And a lot of the drivers 
don't want to take them if 
they've been drinking at 
all." 

"Ever try calling a cab in 
Wheeling?" asked Master-
son. "If you plan on calling 
a cab for a customer, better 
plan on staying open a cou-
ple hours longer." 

Another policy point 
instructs bartenders, "If an 
intoxicated individual 
becomes violent or abusive, 
the police department will 
be notified immediately." 
One tavern owner said 
that's fine, but remembers a 
former licensee who was 
"chided" for repeated calls. 
"It seemed unfair to call 
him on the carpet for that. 
But on the whole, it's a lot 
easier to just call the cops." 

Jim Lederer, general 
manager of Don Roth's Res-
taurant, 61 N. Milwaukee, 
said getting two ID's from 
"any patron who appears to 
be no more than 25" is stan-
dard practice in many estab-
lishments today without a 

Requiring a second identification for anyone 
that looks under 25 is just one of a number of 

New liquor policy has keg tappers bristling 
CA0  v•)  

Tim J. 'Puffy/Pioneer Press 

new rules spelled out in Wheeling's new 
liquor policy. 
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Wheeling has lo4s of candidates, no issues 
By IRV LEAVITT 
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the typical citizen at this point. 
"I'm the right age, in my late 30's, with three — 1 — 

An independent trustee candidate filed last 
week to challenge the slates put up by Village 
President Sheila Schultz and Trustee Judy 
Abruscato. 

• They don't make independents like they used 
to. 

William C. Spangenberg, 37, said "There really 
aren't any issues. I don't have any crusades, 
nothing that sticks in my craw, no issue I want 
passed." 

ti.) The week before, Abruscato announced her 
own slate, remarking that she, too, was satisfied 
with the way the village had been run. 

Spangenberg said the reason Wheeling needs 
him is because he is Wheeling. 

"I think the village has changed over, as far as 
demographics go," he said. "I fit the profile of  

little kids, and I'm mortgaged. I did not buy my 
house for $17,000 31 years ago. 

"And I'm in the right profession. I'm a law-
yer." 

I fit the profile of the typical 
citizen at this point., 

He said the village board can use his help 
because "I understand legislation. I deal with 
statutes all the time. I majored in political sci-
ence. I understand these kinds of things." 

He joins Abruscato's slate of Sue Smiedingh-
off, a Zoning Board of Appeals member, new-
comer Cheryl Fitzpatrick, and Mike Lynch, who  

ran for the board two years ago. The Citizens for 
Wheeling's clerk candidate is Mike Kurgan, 
owner of a hot dog stand and a real estate firm. 
Abruscato is running for Village President. She 
doesn't have to give up her seat to do so. 

Schultz's slate includes herself in the top job, 
incumbent Elizabeth Hartman, Parks Commis-
sioner Robert Todd and ZBA member Wayne 
Wisinski. Jeanne Selander is running for clerk. 

Trustees William Rogers and Joseph Ratajczak 
are retiring form the board after more than a 
decade's service each. 

The Wheeling Park District has four spots 
open, and seven candidates. They include incum-
bents Fran Melamed, Greg Klatecki and Presi-
dent Tom Webber. Ed Klocke is retiring. 
Challengers are Mark Parkinson, Mike Orlando 
and Steve Telow. 

Wheeling trustee hopeful 
tingeschall foe's petition Wheeling joins push to keep 

state income tax surcharge 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The nominating petition of inde-
pendent Wheeling village board 
hopeful William G. Spangenberg 
is being challenged by another 
trustee candidate who claims it 
contains questionable signatures. 

Wheeling Progress Party vil-
lage trustee candidate Robert G. 
Todd filed the challenge with the 
village Friday claiming eight of 
the 77 people on Spangenberg's 
petition were not registered vot-
ers; that two other residents 
signed who had also signed peti-
tions for other candidates; and 
another person wrote only a last 
name. 

"That's why the election rules 
are as they are, and it's import-
ant to follow procedure," said 
Todd. 

Todd said questions about the 
signatures arose when his party 
reviewed the petitions of all the 
candidates for the board. Includ-
ing Spangenberg, there currently 
are 11 candidates running for five 
open seats on the Wheeling vil-
lage board. 

Spangenberg said he found that 
some of the signatures questioned 
were made by registered voters, 
and was uncertain what the elec-
tion law covers regarding people  

who sign nominating petitions for 
multiple candidates for the same 
office. 

"I want to know what is the 
source of the claim these people 
are not registered voters?" said 
Spangenberg, who added he was 
actively verifying the signatures. 

Under state election law, the 
village must convene a local elec-
toral board comprised of two vil-
lage trustees not affiliated with 
the Wheeling Progress Party or 
the Citizens For Wheeling Party 
slate headed by Trustee Judy 
Abruscato, who is seeking the vil-
lage president post. 

That panel will review the chal-
lenge and make a ruling on the 
matter. Todd and Spangenberg 
can have attorneys present at the 
review. 

Village officials said they were 
uncertain when they would ap-
point the panel and hold the hear-
ing. The deadline for contesting 
candidates' nominating petitions 
for the April 20 election is 
Wednesday.  

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling village board 
on Tuesday adopted a resolu-
tion urging Gov. Jim Edgar and 
the General Assembly to make 
the state income tax surcharge 
permanent. 

The board passed the resolu-
tion the Illinois Municipal 
League urged its member com-
munities to approve, asking the 
governor and legislators to 
keep the "temporary" sur-
charge for cities, which is set to 
expire June 30. This year, that 
surcharge is expected to gen-
erate $320 million statewide, 
and Wheeling is set to receive 
$837,500 as its share. 

"We still receive a substan-
tial amount of dollars from the 
surcharge ... This has proven 
to be a source of revenue that 
we've used to keep the property 
taxes as low as we can," Wheel-
ing Village Manager Craig G. 
Anderson said. 

Currently, Edgar is uncertain 
if the surcharge should be 
maintained and isxonsidering 
recommending that that money 
instead go to the state treasury. 

Wheeling Village President  

'Sheila H. Schultz said that in 
the first year of the surcharge, 
the state and cities split those 
tax revenues. The following 
year, she said, the municipali-
ties received less money. 

"It's been a very tentative 
thing from the beginning," 
Schultz said. 

Schultz added that when the 
surcharge first went into effect 
in 1989, some lawmakers feared 
the money would be spent frivo-
lously. 

Noting that Wheeling abated 
money it received from such 
revenue sharing then, using it 
to reduce its 1990 tax levy, 
Schultz said legislators later 
told her the gesture to taxpay-
ers was "a stupid thing to do." 

As originally approved, the 
surcharge increased Illinois in-
come tax rates by 20 percent, to 
3 percent for individuals and 4.8 
percent for corporations, but 
for only two years. In 1991, the 
General Assembly made the 
portion for schools permanent 
and the life of the cities share 
was extended to this spring. 

Daily Herald staff writer Kristy 
Phariss contributed to this re-
port. 

Villages call truce in land war 
By IRV LEAVITT ct3 

STAFF WRITER 

R. 1 i pe, 
A truce seems' to have been called 

in the traditional land wars between 
Buffalo Grove and Wheeling, as the 
towns are close to an agreement on 
three pieces of land they previously 
guarded jealously. 

Parcel peace was declared after 
Mark Malnati pleaded with Wheeling 
to let a Wheeling lot he bought south 
of Lou Malnati's restaurant in Buffalo 
Grove be released so he could use it as 
a parking lot for the eatery. 

Wheeling wouldn't let him use it as 
a parking lot, and Buffalo Grove 
wouldn't provide water and sewer ser-
vice if it wasn't in the village. It would 
have cost a lot more to bring the pipes 
from Wheeling, which has none close 
by. 

Malnati wants to convert a house on 
the property to an office building, and 
use the rest of it for parking. "As far  

as converting the building into an 
office building and allowing him to 
expand his parking, we're certainly 
willing to accommodate Mr. Malnati," 
said Wheeling Village President Sheila 
Schultz. Malnati had been waiting for 
a break from Wheeling for many 
months. 

The deal also would allow a house 
now in Wheeling, on the northeast cor-
ner of Buffalo Grove and Lake Cook 
Roads to similarly detach so the resi-
dents can also get water and sewer 
service from Buffalo Grove. That 
would put the entire intersection in 
Buffalo Grove, and also give it respon-
sibility for responding to the accidents 
on that corner. 

In addition, Buffalo Grove would 
have to provide a school crossing 
guard at a cost of up to $7,000 per 
year. 

Buffalo Grove trustees will be asked 
to drop the village's challenge to 
Wheeling's August annexation of the  

1.7-acre property belonging to the 
Marie Raupp estate on the northeast 
corner of Buffalo Grove and Short 
Aptakisic Roads. Wheeling forcibly 
annexed the land on the same day last 
summer that executor Ronald Herff 
petitioned Buffalo Grove for inclusion 
in that village. 

"I don't think it's a deal-breaker," 
said Buffalo Grove Village Manager 
William Balling of the third portion of 
the proposed agreement. It may be the 
weakest part, because, like Malnati's, 
it has no water or sewer service, and it 
would be costly for the estate to bring 
them from the nearest in Wheeling to 
the site. And the estate may be inter-
ested in a commercial use, and Wheel-
ing is amenable, while Buffalo Grove 
is probably not. 

"We could have said, 'We're sorry, 
we're not going to do anything for 
anybody,' " said Schultz. "At least we 
made an attempt to make a different 
situation for Mr. Malnati." 
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Firefighter/paramedic Pat Trunda checks 
out an intersection as he flips on the Opticom 
strobe on the fire engine that will change the  

lights red. The department is seeking a fourth 
Opticom signal at Elmhurst and Dundee 
Roads. 

Danelle Fron/Pioneer Press 

The Opticom sensor sits above the traffic light, and reads 
signals from an activated unit on a fire truck. 

Opticom has mo  rists seeing red 
ByIRVLEAWIT 

STAFF WRITER 

The collective American 
consciousness has been 
raised enough for many of 
us to accept socialized medi-
cine, gays in the military 
and interplanetary travel, 
but there are still people 
who don't stop and pull 
over for a fire truck. 

"I'll tell you, it amazes 
me, but they do it all the 
time," said firefighter-para-
medic Ken Emerich, who 
drives trucks, engines and 
ambulances for the Wheel-
ing Fire Department. 
"They're not paying atten-
tion, or listening to music, 
or looking at the stoplight." 

That's why his village 
was expected Tuesday to 
pass an ordinance effec-
tively doubling the number 
of devices that now auto- 1, 
matically change a red light , 
to green for an oncoming 
fire vehicle. That way, when 
a motorist approaching an 
intersection fixates on the 
light instead of noticing a 
fire truck or ambulance, he 
or she will be fixating on a 
red light, and will hopefully 
stop. 

The fourth Opticom, as 
the 3M-developed devices 
are called, costs $6,661 and 
would be installed at Dun-
dee and Elmhurst Roads. It 
would join others now at 
Wheeling and Palatine 
Roads and Dundee and Old 
McHenry Roads. A third, at 
Milwaukee and Dundee 
Roads, is awaiting state 
approval. 

Seeing red 
Motorists need not worry 

about preparing themselves 
for an episode with an Opti-
com. The lights change 
from green to yellow to red 
for all competing sides of 
the intersection, just a little 
quicker than they would 
normally. The system 
engages after a sensor on 
top of the traffic signal 
reads a high-frequency 
strobe light mounted on the 
fire truck. 

The emergency vehicle 
then typically pulls into the 
oncoming traffic lane, and 
goes around the cars on its 
own side of the street, 
according to Emerich. When 
it approaches the intersec-
tion it doesn't have to slow 
down much, because cars on 
the cross street are typically 
at a full stop for the red 
light. 

He said the drivers 
"you're never quite sure are 
going to stop" slow down a 
fire truck far more often 
than the ones that are obliv-
ious. And it takes fifteen or 
twenty seconds for several 
tons of ladder truck to start  

up again after stopping. 
But the advantage of the 

Opticom is safety more than 
speed, according to Deputy 
Chief Ralph Perricone. His 
department has a good 
roadway safety record, and 
he wants to keep it that 
way. 

"In the last 15 years, 
there's only one (accident) I 
can recall, but the odds are 
going to catch up to us," he 
said. 

By request only 

He'd like to see Opticoms 
on all the lights in town, 
but he probably won't. 
Wheeling, older than most 
neighboring communities, 
couldn't demand Opticom-
equipped lights from devel-
opers as part of the price of 
approval. 

The first one in the vil-
lage was installed on Wheel-
ing Road two years ago, but 
that doesn't mean Wheeling 
will install a couple each 
year. The village is consid-
ering them on request from 
the fire department, on an 
as-needed basis. 

Police vehicles could be 
fitted for use with the 
devices, but "they go so fast 
they overpower the signal," 
said Perricone. "They're 
already in the intersection 
before it has a chance to 
operate." 

There's little danger of  

two fire truck drivers 
approaching the same inter-
section, both expecting the 
light to change for them, 
and meeting by accident. 

According to Lt. Mike 
Proebstle, a "solid white" 
light shines above the sig-
nal if another vehicle is 
controlling it. 



0 U) 

Hearing 
,)  

lanned in petition challenge Wheeling officials hope to tie 
centennial project to land deal 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Park District officials 
want to tie a lease for a commem-
orative project to village efforts to 
acquire a parcel of land in Buffalo 
Grove. 

Commissioners Thursday ap-
proved pursuing an agreement to 
lease land to Wheeling for a foun-
tain or small park to commemo-
rate the village's centennial. 

The project would be on the 171/2  - 
acre site on Dundee Road between 
Wickes Furniture Co. and the vil-
lage hall, where the district's $5 
million, 17,000 square-foot aquatic 
center is under construction. 

In exchange for the lease, park 
officials want Wheeling officials to 
pursue acquiring a four-tenths 
acre parcel of land that is north of 
Chevy Chase Golf Course within 
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Buffalo Grove's boundaries. 
Park officials want to acquire 

the land, which is adjacent to 
Johnson Drive, so they can fully 
own the golf course, located at 
1000 N. Milwaukee Ave. 

The site on Johnson Drive is just 
west of Milwaukee Avenue. 

Wheeling officials recently pro-
posed a complex land swap with 
Buffalo Grove officials to straight-
en borders between the towns and 
control development. 

The plan also is designed to pla-
cate restaurateur Mark Malnati, 
who wants to disannex from 
Wheeling a property just south of 
Lou Malnati's Pizzeria at 85 S. 
Buffalo Grove Road. 

Park officials want Wheeling to 
include the Johnson Drive land in 
the deal for allowing Malnati to 
disannex a house on his property 
from Wheeling. Malnati hopes to 
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place additional parking on the 
land for his Buffalo Grove restau-
rant. 

"I think we have to get an inter-
governmental agreement ... We 
could say this (leased site) is con-
tingent on that property," Direc-
tor of Parks and Recreation Karop 
T. Bavougian said. 

Wheeling officials previously 
had discussed construction of a 
fountain or small park to mark the 
village's 100-year celebration in 
1994. 

The project would be on a parcel 
of unspecified size on the park dis-
trict's aquatic center site where 
the old Koeppen farm once sat. 

Officials from both towns may 
discuss the deal publicly later this 
month. 

Park officials also want input on 
the centennial project's design. 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling officials today will 
convene a special municipal elec-
toral board to hear the challenge 
to the trustee nominating petition 
filed by William C. Spangenberg. 

The hearing is set to occur at 
8:15 p.m. at the Wheeling Admin-
istrative Center, 255 W. Dundee 
Road. As required by state law, 
the panel hearing the complaint 
will comprise Village Clerk Patri-
cia J. Drewes, Joseph W. Ra-
tajczak, the trustee with the long-
est tenure on the village board, 
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and Robert Peck, a LaGrange at-
torney chosen by the Cook County 
Circuit Court from its list of im-
partial parties. 

State law allows the village 
president on the three-person pan-
el, but Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz excused herself 
from the board because she is run-
ning for a fourth term. Ratajac-
zak, who has been a trustee 12 
years, will be chairman of the spe-
cial board. 

Robert G. Todd, who is also run-
ning for trustee with Schultz on the 
Wheeling Progress Party ticket, 
challenged Spangenberg's peti- 
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tion, saying it contained question 
able signatures. 

Spangenberg is the lone inde-
pendent candidate running for 
trustee. 

On Spangenberg's petition that 
contained 77 signatures, Todd, 
currently a Wheeling Park Dis-
trict commissioner, claimed there 
were eight signatures from people 

who weren't registered voters; 
that two other residents signing 
for Spangenberg also signed peti-
tions for other candidates; and an-
other person only wrote a last 
name. 

Wheeling Village Attorney 
James A. Rhodes said the village 
will have independent attorneys 
serving as legal counsel to the pan-
el, and that Todd and Spangenberg 
can require Cook County Clerk Da-
vid Orr to check the rolls . 

Rhodes said the panel's decision 
on the filing is subject to review by 
the Cook County Circuit Court. 
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The Brickman Group received an award from the Village of Wheeling's Appearance 
Commission for creating the landscape setting at 401 S. Milwaukee Ave. 

Wheeli3Suds office landscaping 
COMMERCIAL REALTY 

Elk Grove lease 
Technical Concepts L.P. has 

leased 39,500 square feet of space 
at 1100 Pratt Blvd. in Elk Grove 
Village. 

The Chicago-based sales, dis-
tribution and manufacturing 
firm specializes in cleaning and 
chemical supplies and expanded 
operations. 

Bennett & Kahnweiler repre-
sented both Technical Concepts 
and building ownership, Meridi-
an Point Properties in lease ne-
gotiations. 

Office leases 
Two companies have leased a 

total of 7,756 square feet at the 
Grand Tri-State Corporate Cen-
tre. Building ownership was 
represented by Tri-State Realty. 

Anchor Glass Container, repre- 

sented by CB Commercial, 
leased 2,976 square feet for a 
sales office. 

Rose-Tillmann, an insurance 
and bonding company from 
Northbrook, leased 4,780 square 
feet and was represented by 
Cushman & Wakefield. 

Industrial leases 
Corporate Realty Advisors 

leased over 21,000 square feet of 
industrial space at 747 and 787 
Glenn Ave. in Wheeling. 

Children on the Go, a clothing 
distributor, negotiated a lease 
for 7,500 square feet. Arthur Rog-
ers & Co. represented the tenant. 

R/J Contracting Services 
leased 14,300 square feet. The 
space will accommodate R/J's 
office furniture distribution busi-
ness. Equis Corp. represented 
the tenant. 

Independent 
drops his bid 
for trustee spot 

Wheeling considers instituting sales tax 

BY GERRY ALGER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Village of Wheeling re-
cently honored The Brickman 
Group landscape company for its 
role in creating the landscape 
setting for the office building at 
401 S. Milwaukee Ave. 

The nine-year-old building se-
lected for the award was de-
signed and is owned and occu-
pied in part by the architectural 
firm of Erickson & Stevens. The 
Brickman Group designed the 
original landscape and has main-
tained it since the beginning. 

The awards, given annually by 
Wheeling's Appearance Commis-
sion, recognize the work of archi-
tects, landscape architects, busi-
ness owners and homeowners in 
their efforts to improve the 
town's appearance. Awards are 
given in four categories: multi-
family, industrial, commercial 
and non-profit. 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Faced with the possibility of los-
ing state income tax surcharge 
revenue and having property tax 
income capped, Wheeling trustees 
are considering instituting the vil-
lage's first sales tax. 

Trustees Monday indicated they 
would support placing a tax on re-
tail sales in the village equal to 
0.25 percent of the purchase price 
of goods or services, to make up 
for revenue losses incurred due to 
state-imposed restrictions. 

Currently, the village is one of 
the few in the area without such a 
tax, though consumers still pay a 
7.75 percent Cook County sales tax 
on retail purchases. 

"If someone is having a difficult 
time, a lot of this spending is dis- 

By IRV LEAVITT 
sTAFF WRITER 

3 g
o

1 
me politicians claim 

that if elected, they'll save 
taxpayers money. Wheel-
ing's Bill Spangenberg says 
he'll save taxpayers money 
by not running. 

Spangenberg, the only 
village trustee candidate 
running against slates put 
up by Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato and Village President 
Sheila Schultz, decided not 
to run when one of Schultz' 
slated candidates, Robert 
Todd, challenged some of 
his petition signatures. 

He said there was half a 
chance he wouldn't succeed 
in defending his petitions, 
and he didn't want the vil-
lage to waste money for out-
side attorneys fighting his 
attempt to get on the ballot. 
Most of the challenged sig-
natures were those signed 
with nicknames or middle 
names instead of the way 
they're presented on elec-
tion registration cards. 

Costly defense 
It wouldn't cost Spangen-

berg anything but time, 
since he's a lawyer. "But it 
bothered me to ask taxpay-
ers to pay for a defense." 

"If I prevailed at the 
electorial board (the village 
level), and (Todd) wanted to 
take it all the way to the 
Ciruit Court, and perhaps  

the appell court, and the 
village ha to hire outside 
council, it might get very 
expensive." 

Spangenberg said he 
didn't sign up "dead people, 
or people who weren't regis-
tered. One thing I did, I 
made sure I asked every-
body if they were a regis-
tered voter. I didn't go into 
a tavern, pass the thing 
down the bar, and buy a 
round of beers. These are 
real people, with real kids, 
who I know." 

"I'll know better next 
time." 

Jack Quigley, of the Cook 
County Clerk's election 
office, said Tuesday if the 
challenge were to be taken 
beyond the village level, 
Todd would have to do so, 
not the village. Some of the 
costs could be charged back 
to the village if Todd won 
"but that (chargebacks) 
rarely happens," said Quig-
ley. 

Intent that counts 
He said the state board of 

elections would almost cer-
tainly have verified signa-
tures of valid voters even if 
they weren't exactly as 
shown on registrations. "It's 
the intent that's important," 
he said. 

Spangenberg had submit-
ted 77 signatures to satisfy 
the requirement of 73, 

(Continued on page 15) 

cretionary," Village President 
Shelia H. Schultz said. "... The 
sales tax is something people are 
used to paying." 

Under the proposed sales tax, 
groceries, drugs and big-ticket 
items such as automobiles would 
be exempted from the sales tax. 

Village officials estimated that 
with such a tax, Wheeling could 
generate $600,000 annually. 

The sales tax was part of a num-
ber of proposals made by the vil-
lage's staff to find ways to gen-
erate revenue to replace $600,000 
that Wheeling would lose this year 
— and $800,000 the next fiscal year 
— if the General Assembly were to 
approve eliminating the state in-
come tax surcharge for municipal-
ities, which is set to expire June 
30. 

This year, that surcharge is ex- 

pected to generate $320 million 
statewide, and Wheeling is set to 
receive $837,500 as its share. 

Other taxes trustees mulled in-
cluded a home rule property tax 
and taxes on real estate transfers, 
hotels and motels, utilities and an 
increase in ambulance fees. 

If trustees were to institute a 
home rule sales tax, they said they 
would consider eliminating the $20 
fee for vehicle stickers in the vil-
lage. Village Manager Craig G. 
Anderson said even with the sales 
tax, trustees could opt to retain 
the vehicle sticker fee. 

Robert Fialkowski, finance di-
rector, said that fee generates 
$430,000 to $450,000 annually. 

If the village were to impose its 
own sales tax, it would have to do 
so before Oct 1. The new tax would 
take effect the following Jan 1. 

though he could have 
brought in over 100. Eight 
were challenged as not 
being registered, but Span-
genberg said two of those 
were indeed registered as 
signed, and the rest had 
nicknames or abbreviations. 
Two signature were chal-
lenged because they were of 
people who also signed for 
one of the parties' candi-
dates previously. Under Illi-
nois law, voters can't sign 
for independents after sign-
ing for a party candidate. 

"I'll keep my eyes on 
things," said Spangenberg. 
"There are three more 
trustee seats up in two 
years, and there are other 
public bodies that have elec-
tions. I have three kids in 
every conceivable program 
in the park district." 



SUBURBAN REPORT 

SWANCC $86 million plan 

 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees Monday 
approved a developer's plan to 
build single-family houses in a 
part of the village formerly 
zoned for industrial develop-
ment. 

In a unanimous vote, with 
Trustee Lois J. Gaffke absent, 
the Wheeling Village Board ap-
proved plans from the 
Berkshire Development Co. of 
Tinley Park to build the 11-unit 
Wolf Pointe subdivision on a 
nearly 3-acre parcel at the 
northwest corner of Mayer Ave-
nue and Wolf Road. 

Previously, Berkshire had 
planned a nine-building, 18-unit 
multifamily development for 
the parcel, which had remained 
a tiny island of industrial prop-
erty surrounded by houses, but 
after five months of hearings 
and subsequent zoning denials 
the company later agreed to de- 
velop a single-family home sub-
division there. 

The subdivision will include 
2,200-square-foot houses sur- 
rounding a cul-de-sac that ends 
5th Street just north of Mayer 

rAvenue. 

1111  

Trustee William A. Rogers 
questioned how the village 
would remove snow from the 
subdivision because of the cul-
de-sac. 

"The residents will probably 
end up with a lot of snow on 
their lawns because the plows 
will have to take the snow 
somewhere. As long as they un-
derstand that," Rogers said be- 
fore voting in favor of the subdi-
vision. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said the village experi-
ences less difficulty removing 
snow from developments with 
cul-de-sacs when there are cen-
ter islands available to deposit 
the snow, and the Wolf Pointe 
subdivision does not have one. 

However, because village of-
ficials wanted a single-family 
home subdivision located on the 
northeast side of Wheeling, the 
benefits outweighed the snow 
removal inconvenience, said 
Anderson. 

Gary Cawn, an architect rep-
resenting Berkshire, had said 
the company could start build-
ing the development's first 
three houses this month. 

Wheeling approves housing 
in one-time industrial zone 
B DWAYNE T. WONG 
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Wheeling trustee candidate 
withdraws from election 

(9 -a3- includes new construction /3 1 (r? BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Not wanting taxpayers to pay 
for a hearing to determine the 
validity of his nominating peti-
tion, independent candidate for 
Wheeling trustee William C. 
Spangenberg has withdrawn 
from the April 20 election. 

Spangenberg, 37, a local law-
yer, withdrew from the election 
late last week. He cited as his 
reason the hearing set for Mon-
day, which would consider a 
challenge to his nominating pe-
tition made by Robert G. Todd, 
a trustee hopeful running on the 
Wheeling Progress Party tick-
et. 

"I did some legal research 
and checked with my col-
leagues with a background in 
election law, and they said my 
chances of prevailing before an 
electoral board or in circuit 
court are equivocal, a 50-50 
proposition. Based on that, I 
don't want to cost the taxpayers 
money. I don't want the taxpay-
ers to foot the bill to prove I'm 
right," Spangenberg said. 

Spangenberg said the signa-
tures on his petition were cor-
rect, and the challenges were 

*93 ELECTION 

on "matters of interpretation." 
Todd said eight of the 77 sig-

natures Spangenberg received 
were from people who weren't 
registered voters; two other 
signers also had signed peti-
tions for others running for the 
same office, and another per-
son signed only a last name. 

A minimum of 73 signatures 
were required on the petitions 
to qualify for the election. Span-
genberg had hoped to capitalize 
on voter dissatisfaction with in-
cumbents to win local office. 

To hear the challenge, the vil-
lage had appointed a special 
municipal electoral board con-
sisting of Village Clerk Patricia 
J. Drewes, Trustee Joseph J. 
Ratajczak, and Robert Peck, a 
La Grange attorney drawn 
from a Cook County Circuit 
Court list of independent ob-
servers. 

Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz, who under state law 
could have sat on that panel, 
opted out in favor of Ratajczak, 
noting she is seeking re-election 
on the Wheeling Progress Party 
ticket. 

BY KIM MIKUS 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Construction of two garbage 
transfer stations and a pro-
posed balefill near Bartlett are 
the major projects included in a 
suburban waste agency's pre-
liminary $86.5 million spending 
plan for the upcoming year. 

Officials from the Solid Waste 
Agency of Northern Cook Coun-
ty, a consortium of 23 munici-
palities, presented their budget 
Wednesday to executive board 
members for initial review. The 
overall budget shows about a 50 
percent increase over last 
year's $57 million budget. 

Construction costs are the 
main reason for the increase, 
said SWANCC Executive Direc-
tor William Abolt. 

Construction will continue at 
the waste transfer station in un-
incorporated Wheeling Town-
ship near Des Plaines, said 
Abolt, who added that he ex-
pects work to begin late in the 
1993-94 fiscal year at a second 
station to be located in Rolling 
Meadows, as well as at the pro-
posed balefill site near Bartlett. 

Residential garbage would be 
taken to three transfer stations  

— including a future Elk Grove 
Village site not included in this 
budget — to be compacted and 
trucked to the proposed balefill 
at West Bartlett and Gifford 
roads in Hanover Township, 
where it would be buried. 

However, before SWANCC 
can begin work on the balefill, 
it must obtain approval from 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers. The agency is now re-
viewing SWANCC's application 
and accepting comments and 
concerns from the public. 

Abolt expects a public hear-
ing to be held in about 90 days, 
prior to the Corps' final ruling 
on regulatory requirements. 

However, the Village of Bart-
lett and Citizens Against the 
Balefill continue to fight plans 
for the garbage facility pro-
posed to be located on the com-
munity's western border. 

SWANCC's budget also shows 
a $64.5 million debt at this time. 
However, once the member 
communities and residents 
start using and paying for the 
completed garbage facilities, 
the bonds will be paid off. 

Meanwhile, SWANCC is plan-
ning to pay $1.1 million in attor-
ney fees in 1994. 



Village fountain may hinge on land deal 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Wheeling may on have 
its own fountain, a monu-
ment commemorating the 
village's longevity in north-
ern Cook County. But the 
way it gets it depends on 
who one asks. 

Village leaders have long 
coveted a fountain on Dun-
dee Road between the Vil-
lage Hall and Wickes 
Furniture. They'd like to see 
work on it begin relatively 
soon, since the village's cen-
tennial is June 19, 1994, and 
it would be fitting to have it 
in place by then. 

The Wheeling Park Dis-
trict owns the land in ques-
tion, having purchased it 
from Wickes to build its 
aquatic and recreation cen-
ters. The land was formerly  

owned by G. D. Searle, the 
Skokie drug giant. During 
all that time, and before, the 
171/2  acres were part of the 
land farmed by the Koeppen 
family, one of the village's 
oldest. 

Wheeling Park District 
commissioners have tried to 
tie a lease or gift of an acre 
or so of land for a fountain 
to an effort by the village to 
get them a tiny piece of land 
in Buffalo Grove, which 
would simplify matters at 
the Chevy Chase Country 
Club golf course. The vil-
lages may be in the mood 
for such deals, since they've 
been working on an annex-
ation swap that would bene-
fit landholders in each town. 

The two-fifths of an acre 
lies in the path between the 
ninth green and the tenth 
tee. There's a break in the  

fence around the course 
there, because the village of 
Buffalo Grove owns the bit 
of vacant land, so the park 
district can't fence it from 
its Buffalo Grove neighbors 
and trespassers. 

The land once supported 
the Johnson family's water 
treatment facilities, serving 
86 customers, including the 
country club, which was also 
owned by the family until 
they sold it to the park dis-
trict in 1977. The EPA 
threatened to close down the 
high-polluting system, so 
developers of the Lincoln 
Club apartments, which 
basically surround the club, 
and the Riverwalk, both in 
Buffalo Grove, paid to set up 
their properties with county 
water and sewer a decade 
ago. They razed the water 
tower, and gave the land to  

Buffalo Grove. 
Buffalo Grove Village 

Manager William Balling 
said Tuesday his town is 
open to the suggestion of 
giving it up, though possibly 
trustees might wish to sell it 
instead of giving it away. 
But the land's position gives 
it value to the park district 
and little else. 

Balling's Wheeling coun-
terpart, Craig Anderson, said 
Tuesday he figures the park 
district will let the village 
have its fountain no matter 
what happens with the Buf-
falo Grove land. He said he's 
waiting for a response from 
the park district to a letter 
sent last fall. 

He's going to get one, 
according to parks Superin-
tendent Karop Bavougian. 
The letter will tell him park 
commissioners are "ada- 

mant" about getting the 
land in exchange for its lar-
gess. 

It's likely Anderson is 
right, since the fountain 
would not only be an asset 
to the village, but a guide-
post to the park facilities. 
The aquatic center is 
intended to attract not only 
local customers, but out-of-
towners as well. 

Village President Sheila 
Schultz said a fountain 
could be "lovely, and excit-
ing, and encouraging to 
pedestrian traffic. It would 
be a place to stop off, with 
benches, trees and flowers. 

"There aren't too many 
other places to look at 
between Village Hall and 
Milwaukee Avenue." 

Mayors kn9w,tax when they see it 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER  

Wheeling Village Prrlent Sheila 
Schultz said Monday she knows what 
it means if Gov. Jim Edgar asks for an 
extension of the income tax surcharge, 
but keeps all of it to pay the state's 
bills. 

"I would consider it a new tax," said 
Schultz. Edgar has been dropping a 
plethora of hints he'll ask the legisla-
ture for the extension this week, but 
retain the municipalities' portions, 
ostensibly to fund state education bills. 

Shultz made the trek down to Ever-
green Park Monday with 14 other may-
ors to rally against Edgar's perceived 
plans. The Governor chided the may-
ors later in the day, telling them to 
calm down and wait for his announce-
ment. 

Though most of the mayors' towns 
use the surcharge cash for one-time 
capital projects, most also claimed 
increased local property taxes and 
other onerous fiscal remedies would be 
brought to bear if the state gobbles the 
approximately $300 million annual sur-
charge to cover a portion of its budget. 

No castles 
Those projects were necessary ones, 

and would have been paid for with 
increased taxes, they say. In the past, 
Wheeling replaced an old fire truck 
with the money, and Buffalo Grove  

built a fire station on Route 22 to han-
dle that village's north end. 

"It's not like we're building a cas-
tle," said Buffalo Grove Village Presi-
dent Sidney Mathias. 

6 It's not like we're build-
ing a castle. These are 
things that are needed by 
our residents., 

Sid Mathias 

"These are things that are needed by 
our residents." 

Mathias didn't go to the Evergreen 
Park shindig, but attended a recent one 
hosted by Cook County Board President 
Richard Phelan. At that get-together, the 
other side of the state-funding coin was 
flipped and stepped on: the many state 
and federal mandates requiring spend-
ing by municipalities, but without fund-
ing from Springfield or Washington. 

"He says, 'You must spend this, but 
I'm not gonna give you the money,' " 
said Mathias. 

Catch 22 
A looming local fear is new state-im-

posed limits on municipal spending 
increases, which mayors look upon as  

locking them into a fiscally insolvent 
Catch-22, with mandates they can't 
afford because they can't raise enough 
money to pay for them. 

Two weeks ago, Wheeling leaders 
toyed with different possible solutions to 
tax-cap maladies, such as real-estate 
transfer fees and home-rule sales taxes. 

"It was enough to make us gag," said 
Trustee Lois Gaffke. 

"I think the issue is local control," 
said Mathias. "They've even decided 
how we're supposed to pay the pensions 
of our employees. That should be a 
negotiating point. 

Daley battle 
"What's the next thing they'll want to 

do — negotiate salaries, too?" 
One mayor who doesn't play it safe 

and set aside surcharge monies for one-
time uses is Chicago's Richard M. Daley. 
He finds himself in an especially ner-
vous position after cancelling his politi-
cally explosive property tax increase bid 
last month, hoping for a bailout by new 
federal programs. 

Daley was part of the Evergreen Park 
group calling for "war" with Edgar Mon-
day. But later in the day, appearing with 
Edgar at a Casimir Pulaski Day function 
in Chicago, he didn't bring up the battle, 
and the two acted like old pals. 

"You have to be polite. This is a civi-
lized society," said the mayor on a radio 
program, "Just because we have differ-
ences, so what?" 

p I  tc. v 3 3 
Tribune photo by Walter Neal 

With other area mayors in the background, Chicago Mayor Richard 
Daley makes his case Monday in Evergreen Park why municipali-
ties, and not the state, should get the tax-surcharge money. 
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DARE 
WEAR 
Brian Firfer sports a 
wide array of DARE 
clothing Sunday at 
the Wheeling 
AmVets Post 66. 
The DARE party 
featured games, 
music and food, 
providing a safe 
environment for 
local teens. 
Another picture 
appears on 
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Villages scelsigrants for bike path 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling and Buffalo Grove offi-
cials are applying for state and 
federal grants to fund construction 
of a bike trail that will connect the 
two villages and tie into other area 
amenities. 

Wheeling trustees this week 
agreed to go along with park dis-
tricts in Wheeling, Buffalo Grove 
and the village of Buffalo Grove to 
seek funding to develop a two-
mile-long bike path between the 
villages. 

The path would start at the  

Wheeling Municipal Center and 
the Wheeling Park District Aquat-
ic Center site on Dundee Road, 
near where village officials want 
to see a Wisconsin Central Rail-
road commuter station built. 

The path would run west along 
Dundee Road and then north up 
McHenry Road to a village well 
site. From the well site, the path, 
which would be eight-feet wide 
with concrete and asphalt surfac-
es, travels north along a Com-
monwealth Edison utility ease-
ment to Lake-Cook Road, where it 
connects with a 30-mile-long path 
system in Buffalo Grove. 

"The bike path is trying to con-
nect with both municipalities, both 
train station ( and), provides ac-
cess to the new Wheeling Park 
District Aquatic Center and ac-
cess to Lake County trails," Mark 
Janeck, Wheeling village planner, 
said. 

The four local governments are 
applying for a $435,000 federal 
grant through the Chicago Area 
Transportation Study agency. If 
they receive the grant, the federal 
government would pay 80 percent 
of the grant, leaving the local gov-
ernments to pay the remaining 20 
percent, which is about $85,000. 

The local governments have 
also applied for assistance from 
the Illinois Department of Conser-
vation to help defray the local 
share of the federal grant costs. 
The DOC grant could yield $20,000 
to $35,000, Janeck said. 

Officials will know later this 
month if they received the grants. 
If their application is denied, they 
could apply for the funds again in 
July. Construction on the trail 
could start next fall, Janeck said. 

Rotary clubs in both villages 
also may raise funds for the 
project. 
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Wheeling trustees renew 
supportlobtax exemption 

The Wisconsin Central line, shown here near O'Hare International Airport, could serve 
commuters as early as 1995. 

Daily Herald Photo/John Konstantaras 

Towns stepping up search 
for6  commuter station funding 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Hoping to encourage develop-
ment and retain business, 
Wheeling trustees have again 
backed a request by a local 
business for an exemption to 
Cook County property taxes. 

In a unanimous vote, Wheel-
ing trustees recently approved 
a request by A&M Tool Co., 450 
Chaddick Drive, for an exemp-
tion allowing the company to 
pay lower Cook County proper-
ty taxes for eight years. 

Company officials sought the 
exemption so they could 
finance the construction of a 
5,667 square-foot addition on to 
their building. The addition will 
be used by the company to 
house AMS Seals, Inc. which 
manufactures mechanical face 
seals. 

Company officials said the 
addition would cost $300,000 and 
add four new jobs to the village. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said there were a num-
ber of reasons trustees grant 

Village joins in 
street program 

Wheeling trustees agreed to 
have the village participate in 
the truck access road program 
run by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation for improve-
ments to industrial streets. 

This year, under the pro-
gram, the village will receive 
$48,200 in reimbursements for 
street improvements. The 
agreement also calls for the vil-
lage to retain records of the im-
provements for five years. 

Village officials have said 
since they permanently retain 
those records, they would not 
have difficulty meeting the re-
quirement. 

March 6-12 named 
Girl Scout Week 

Wheeling trustees pro-
claimed March 6-12 to be Girl 
Scout Week in the village. 

In the proclamation, Village 
President Shelia H. Schultz said 
the organization has made im-
portant contributions to the vil-
lage and urged residents to be 
supportive of the organization 
that has existed since 1912. 

Board designates 
Red Cross month 

The Wheeling village board  

such an exemption. 
"One, first, to encourage 

business to locate here. The 
other is to encourage them to 
stay here and an expansion of 
their building keeps them from 
moving elsewhere, that's what 
the county says," Anderson 
said. 

Under the county property 
tax exemption the village board 
approved, A&M Tool Inc. will 
be allowed a reduction in as-
sessment from 36 percent of the 
building's fair market value to 
16 percent of that value. The ex-
emption will last for eight 
years. 

In 1987, the company was 
granted its first county proper-
ty tax exemption for construc-
tion of a $770,000, 20,290 square-
foot addition to its building that 
resulted in creation of 30 jobs. 

Since 1986, the village has 
granted 29 exemptions that has 
resulted in the creation of 809 
jobs. Those companies have 
also built additions to their 
businesses in Wheeling with at 
total value of $39.8 million. 

proclaimed March to be Ameri-
can Red Cross month and urged 
all residents to support the or-
ganization. 

The proclamation includes a 
request by Schultz for residents 
to support the Mid-America 
Chapter of the organization that 
serves several million residents 
in the seven-county Chicago 
metropolitan area. 

Trustees increase 
employee bonus 

Wheeling trustees agreed to 
change the village personnel 
policy manual to increase the 
amount of the annual bonus em-
ployees with 12 or more years 
with the village receive from 
$500 to $600 per year. 

The policy, in effect for this 
year, will affect 18 non-union 
employees and cost the village 
an additional $1,800. 

Fee established 
for sidewalk fund 

The Wheeling village board 
set a fee of $3 per square foot to 
be used to determine deposits 
made to the village's sidewalk 
construction fund. 

Developers and others in-
volved in construction in Wheel-
ing in some instances are re-
quired to make contributions to 
the fund in exchange for village 
improvements.  

stepping up efforts to pay for 
stations and parking lots. 

Part of the bargain to secure 
approval of the long-awaited rail 
service through Northwest Cook 
and central Lake counties is lo-
cal participation in the project. 
This, Metra officials have said, 

Continued from Page 1 

muter train service, say their 
ridership estimates predict thou-
sands of commuters will use the 
line. Libertyville, for example, al-
ready is served by Metra's 
Milwaukee District North line. 
And Eckmann said there is a wait-
ing list of more than 500 people for 
parking spots at that station. 

Indeed, Metra officials say the 
Wisconsin Central could attract 

, many riders from the Milwaukee 
District North and Chicago & 
North Western northwest lines, 
freeing spaces there. 

Local officials say they are look-
ing at a variety of potential fund-
ing sources, including federal and 
state money set aside for reducing 

What: Metra hopes to 
open the Wisconsin 
Central as a commuter 
line in 1995. 

Where: Line runs from 
Antioch to Chicago's 
Union Station. 

Stations: A few towns 
have chosen sites. 
Vernon Hills site south 
of Route 45. Buffalo 
Grove's on Busch 
Parkway in BG 
Industrial Park. 
Wheeling's on Dundee 
Road near village hall. 
Prospect Heights 
station likely on Camp 
McDonald Road. 

Sources: Metra, local officials. 

WHEELING VILLAGE BOARD 

BY JOHN CARPENTER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

11 Now that federal money ap-
pears headed for Metra's coffers 
to prepare for the proposed Wis-
consin Central commuter line, 
local officials along the route are 

Rail commuter line facts 

includes securing land for depots 
and perhaps building them. 

Most local officials, saying 
there is overwhelming citizen 
demand for the commuter ser-
vice, already are hard at work. 
They say they must find avail-
able state or federal dollars, 
fund the work themselves or 
work with private developers. 

"I don't think we have obsta-
cles. There are just things that 
need to be worked out," Liberty-
ville Village President Jo Ann 
Eckmann said. "We're all excit-
ed that this seems to be moving 
forward." 

"As long as Metra gets their 
part of the job done, we'll get our 
part of the job done," Buffalo 
Grove Village Manager William 
Balling said. 

Once known as the Soo Line, 
the Wisconsin Central has been 
talked about as a possible pas-
senger carrier for years. It 
would carry riders between An-
tioch and Chicago's Union Sta-
tion, with stops in Libertyville, 
Mundelein, Vernon Hills, Buffa-
lo Grove, Wheeling, Prospect 
Heights and Des Plaines, as well 
as a stop serving O'Hare Inter-
national Airport. 

Officials with Metra, the agen-
cy that oversees suburban com- 

RAIL: Towns eye developers' dollars 
traffic congestion. 

Many also are looking to the pri-
vate sector, hoping they can co 
vince developers to join stati;10 
projects in return for placement d-
businesses compatible with station 
traffic. These might include con-
venience stores, news stands, dry 
cleaners or small restaurants, as 
well as office or residential space 
that could benefit from proximity 
to public transportation. 

Prospect Heights Village Mana-
ger Kenneth Bonder said officials 
there are eyeing a vacant com-
mercial building that might be 
converted to a station. 

"We may combine it with a com-
mercial space to come up with 
some very compatible uses," 
Bonder said. __ _ — 
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BY JOHN CARPENTER 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Like many suburban attor-
leys, Wheeling resident Bill 
Spangenberg often finds himself 
with business downtown. Some-
times he commutes to the Loop 
four or five times each week. 

ten does. 
And he can sit in traffic, which 

he often does. 
But that may soon change for 

Spangenberg and thousands of 
other residents of Libertyville, 
Mundelein, Vernon Hills, Buffa-
lo Grove and Wheeling. As early 
as 1995 or 1996 — estimates vary 
— they could be riders on the 
Wisconsin Central, the Chicago 
area's first new railroad com-
muter line in more than 50 
years. 

"I will definitely be a regu-
lar," Spangenberg said. "I think 
the train is the best ride around. 
You can read. You can write. 
You can think without having to 
concentrate on the bumper in 
front of you." 

In fact, Metra officials hope as 
many as 5,300 people will be re-
laxing on Wisconsin Central 
trains within five years. It is a 
line, they say, that could be so 
immediately successful as to be 
one of the most cost-efficient in 
the Metra system. 

Formerly the Soo Line, it has 
been talked about since the mid-
1980s as potential relief for sub-
urban congestion, only to con-
stantly fall victim to the lack of 
federal and state funds for pub-
lic transportation. Now, thanks 
to Thursday's announcement by 
the Chicago Area Transporta-
tion Study that nearly $6 million 
has been set aside to start get-
ting the line ready for service, 
people like Bill Spangenberg 
soon can expect to enjoy what so 
many other suburbanites take 

Unfortunately, Spangenberg's 
options for the trip are limited. 
He can head to a nearby town 
like Des Plaines, Northbrook, 
Deerfield or Mount Prospect and 
search for a parking space 
among those set aside for non-
residents. 

Or he can drive, which he of- 

s'es TRAIN: New laws give motivation, 
funds for plan held on drawing board 

ee TRAIN on Page 4 

Commuting on the Wisconsin Central 
• History: Formerly 
the Soo Line and long 
used for freight service, 
Metra first pegged it as 
a possible commuter 
line in a 1986 study. 
Stifled since then by 
lack of money available 
for public transportation, 
$5.7 million in federal 
dollars have now been 
set aside for preliminary 
engineering, with 
another $17 million on 
the way over three 
years. When opened, it 
will be the first new 
Chicago area commuter 
line in more than 
50 years. 

• Cost: Metra says it 
will need $53 million to 
improve tracks, build 
platforms, refurbish cars and locomotives as well as buy land and 
build a storage yard in Antioch. $22.7 million will come from the 
federal government and Metra says it is confident other funds can 
be found. Stations and parking lots will be built by municipalities 
along the route at an estimated cost of $17 million. 

• How soon: Metra says it can be ready to run the line as early 
as 1996, if stations are in place. 

• 

Wheeling backs developer's 
plans to up ade property 

3-10  
- BY DWAYNE T. WONG which include new lighting and 

Daily Herald Staff Writer signs, would improve traffic 
control at the center and reduce 
motorists cutting through the 
property. 

Linsky had told village offi-
cials that he wanted to com-
plete the refurbishing in phases 
because the landscaping could 
cost $60,000. However, if the oc-
cupancy rate of the center im-
proves over its current 80 per-
cent level, the improvements 
could be completed in a shorter 
time. 

Trustee William A. Rogers 
questioned how well Linsky 
would follow the plan. 

"It's a little unusual for a pe-
titioner to give us a three-year 
plan ... Are we assured all 
three phases are going to be 
completed?" Rogers said. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said that outside of en-
forcing village code, Wheeling 
officials had little recourse to 
force Linsky to comply with 
their wishes, and they were re-
lying on his word the work 
would be done. 

Linsky had received positive 
recommendations for his plan 
from the village's appearance 
and plan commissions. 

William Spangenberg, of Wheeling, is eager for the Wisconsin Central commuter line to start. 
He's standing near where a Wheeling station would be built. Daily Herald Photo/John Konstantaras 
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ew rai ine on track 
Officials, residents like Metra plan 

Wheeling trustees have 
thrown their support behind a 
shopping center owner's plan to 
refurbish his property. 

The village board recently 
approved a plan by Fred Lin-
sky, owner of the Dunhurst/ 
Dundee Plaza Shopping Center, 
near the southwest corner of 
Elmhurst and Dundee Roads, 
for a three-year refurbishing 
program for the center. 

In the first year, Linsky 
would install new building fa-
cades, windows and make other 
improvements to the exteriors 
of buildings at the center, which 
originally was constructed in 
the 1960s. The second year of 
the plan calls for curbs to be 
improved along with trees and 
sod to placed. 

In the last year, Linsky would 
finish improvements to the 15-
acre center's parking lot and 
landscaping. The village would 
plant trees on a stretch of Dun-
dee Road in front of the center. 

Linsky had said it was in his 
own best interest to complete 
the improvements, and village 
officials said the upgrades, 

Facility to cater to 
Alzheimer's patients 

3 A  (i3 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The first Illinois residential fa-
cility for Alzheimer's patients will 
be built this year in the Northwest 
suburbs, and health-care advo-
cates say they hope it will be the 
first of many. 

The Wheeling village board on 
Monday gave approval to a plan 
by New Perspective Inc. of Me-
quon, Wis. The company will build 
the 48-patient facility at 760 N. 
McHenry Road. The company 
hopes to open the facility this fall. 

The home would serve primarily 
Cook, Lake, DuPage and Kane 
counties, where about half of the 
state's 200,000 Alzheimer's pa-
tients live, according to the Skok-
ie-based Alzheimer's Disease As-
sociation. The dementia-related 
neurological disorder causes 
memory loss, impaired judgment 
and disorientation. 

James M. Spiro, president of the 
Chicago-area chapter of the Al-
zheimer's Disease Association 
said about 80 percent of the pa-
tients are cared for by family or 
friends at home, which can be 

&pining. 
'"The care giver of the patient is 

the second victim of the disease," 
he said earlier. "They must be on 
duty 36 hours a day and that stress 
makes them ill." 

The nearly $2 million project 
will consist of three 7000 square- 

foot, single-story buildings on 4.7 
acres, a fenced yard and gardens, 
private rooms and wide hallways 
where patients can walk freely. 

The monthly charge for a spot at 
the facility will be $3,200. In a 
skilled nursing home, the average 
monthly fee ranges from $1,900 to 
more than $4,900, depending on 
what services the resident re-
ceives, according to the Suburban 
Agency on Aging in Oak Park. 

The state-licensed facility also 
will have a security system that 
warns the staff if residents at-
tempt to leave the grounds. 

New Perspective President Di-
ane C. Bjorkman said only pa-
tients who suffer solely from Al-
zheimer's will be accepted —
those with multiple problems will 
be referred somewhere else. 

She said Alzheimer's patients do 
better when grouped together, 
since other patients sometimes 
dislike their behavior. 

Several people are on a waiting 
list to become residents in the new 
facility, said Suzanne A. Larson, 
president of the company's Wis-
consin operation. Residents are 
taken on a first come, first served 
basis and a deposit is required. 

"We're proposing 48 beds, we 
have 126 referrals (from doc-
tors)," Larson said. "In an envi-
ronment we're proposing, these 
people maintain their health and 
dignity longer. They don't degen-
erate as quickly." 

Continued front Page 1 

for granted — living in a commu-
nity with direct commuter service 
downtown. 

"We are constantly getting calls 
from people thinking about relo-
cating here," Vernon Hills Assist-
ant Village Manager James W. 
Doyle said. "This is a great devel-
opment for our community." 

Towns build depots 
Local officials like Doyle, Liber-

tyville Village President Jo Ann 
Eckmann, Wheeling Village Pre-
sient Sheila Schultz and others 
have been pushing for the com-
muter line for years, saying it will 
both improve quality of life for 
their residents as well as attract 
business. Such local support often 
has been cited as one of the rea-
sons the project has won federal 
funding, especially since that sup-
port has come in the form of a will-
ingness by municipalities to build 
et tinne nnri 

prompted business leaders and 
planners alike to look more favor-
ably on transit projects that might 
get commuters out of their cars. 

Also, last year's multibillion-dol-
lar federal Surface Transportation 
Act included strong support for 
projects that help reduce conges-
tion and improve air quality. The 
money Metra received Thursday 
came directly from this legisla-
tion. 

Ironically, however, it was a 
completely unrelated law that 
may have given the project its big-
gest boost. The Americans With 
Disabilities Act is, among other 
things, forcing Metra to make eve-
ry one of its trains accessible to 
the handicapped. This means 173 
special cars must be built so that 
each train can meet the require-
ment. 

This also means, of course, that 
173 cars on the system will be re-
placed,, freeing at least enough for 
duty on the Wisconsin Central. 
Metra spokesman Chris Knantnn 



set aside for preliminary 
engineering, with 
another $17 million on 
the way over three 
years. When opened, it 
will be the first new 
Chicago area commuter 
line in more than 
50 years. 

• Cost: Metra says it 
will need $53 million to 
improve tracks, build 
platforms, refurbish cars and locomotives as well as buy land and 
build a storage yard in Antioch. $22.7 million will come from the 
federal government and Metra says it is confident other funds can 
be found. Stations and parking lots will be built by municipalities 
along the route at an estimated cost of $17 million. 

• How soon: Metra says it can be ready to run the line as early 
as 1996, if stations are in place. 

incnein y rtoaa. me company 
hopes to open the facility this fall. 

The home would serve primarily 
Cook, Lake, DuPage and Kane 
counties, where about half of the 
state's 200,000 Alzheimer's pa-
tients live, according to the Skok-
ie-based Alzheimer's Disease As-
sociation. The dementia-related 
neurological disorder causes 
memory loss, impaired judgment 
and disorientation. 

James M. Spiro, president of the 
Chicago-area chapter of the Al-
zheimer's Disease Association 
said about 80 percent of the pa-
tients are cared for by family or 
friends at home, which can be 

&pining. 
VW "The care giver of the patient is 

the second victim of the disease," 
he said earlier. "They must be on 
duty 36 hours a day and that stress 
makes them ill." 

The nearly $2 million project 
`consist of three 7000 square- 

warns the staff if residents at-
tempt to leave the grounds. 

New Perspective President Di-
ane C. Bjorkman said only pa-
tients who suffer solely from Al-
zheimer's will be accepted —
those with multiple problems will 
be referred somewhere else. 

She said Alzheimer's patients do 
better when grouped together, 
since other patients sometimes 
dislike their behavior. 

Several people are on a waiting 
list to become residents in the new 
facility, said Suzanne A. Larson, 
president of the company's Wis-
consin operation. Residents are 
taken on a first come, first served 
basis and a deposit is required. 

"We're proposing 48 beds, we 
have 126 referrals (from doc-
tors)," Larson said. "In an envi-
ronment we're proposing, these 
people maintain their health and 
dignity longer. They don't degen-
erate as quickly."  

laxing on Wisconsin Central 
trains within five years. It is a 
line, they say, that could be so 
immediately successful as to be 
one of the most cost-efficient in 
the Metra system. 

Formerly the Soo Line, it has 
been talked about since the mid-
1980s as potential relief for sub-
urban congestion, only to con-
stantly fall victim to the lack of 
federal and state funds for pub-
lic transportation. Now, thanks 
to Thursday's announcement by 
the Chicago Area Transporta-
tion Study that nearly $6 million 
has been set aside to start get-
ting the line ready for service, 
people like Bill Spangenberg 
soon can expect to enjoy what so 
many other suburbanites take 

ee TRAIN on Page 4 
s'urces TRAIN: New laws give motivation, 

funds for plan held on drawing board 
Continued from Page 1 

for granted — living in a commu-
nity with direct commuter service 
downtown. 

"We are constantly getting calls 
from people thinking about relo-
cating here," Vernon Hills Assist-
ant Village Manager James W. 
Doyle said. "This is a great devel-
opment for our community." 

Towns build depots 
Local officials like Doyle, Liber-

tyville Village President Jo Ann 
Eckmann, Wheeling Village Pre-
sient Sheila Schultz and others 
have been pushing for the com-
muter line for years, saying it will 
both improve quality of life for 
their residents as well as attract 
business. Such local support often 
has been cited as one of the rea-
sons the project has won federal 
funding, especially since that sup-
port has come in the form of a will-
ingness by municipalities to build 
stations and parking lots. 

Buffalo Grove, for example, al-
ready has built a park-and-ride 
bus facility in its industrial park at 
the spot where a Wisconsin Cen-
tral station would be located. And 
officials in Antioch have agreed to 
help with land for an end-of-the-
line storage yard. 

Although few municipal officials 
are absolutely sure where they 
will get money to build stations 
and lots — costs could exceed $1 
million for some villages — most 
are confident funding can be 
found. Some even may seek sup-
port from the same federal pro-
gram tapped by Metra. The so-
called C.M.A.Q. (Congestion Miti-
gation and Air Quality) funds will 
be doled out each of the next five 
years by the Chicago Area Trans-
portation Study. 

Private talks 
Many local officials also say 

they will talk to private developers 
about the possibility of a joint ven-
ture. A depot could be built by a 
developer, they say, in return for 
permission to open one or more 
businesses there. Things like dry-
cleaners, coffee shops and conven-
ience stores are often mentioned. 

Until recently the project had 
been stuck in a Catch-22, with 
Metra officials demanding a defin-
itive show of local support and lo-
cal officials saying they did not 
want to commit funds to a railroad 
that might be years down the road. 

"I've always thought it would 
get up and running someday," 
Doyle said. "I honestly didn't 
think it would be this soon." 

After languishing on the draw-
ing board for several years, a 
number of factors beyond local 
support have conspired to get the 
Wisconsin Central on the right 
track toward opening. 

New laws 
The 1990 amendments to the fed-

eral Clean Air Act have laid out 
tough requirements for employers 
in badly polluted metropolitan 
areas like Chicago — it was re-
cently classified among several 
other major cities as being one 
notch below Los Anegeles in terms 
of air quality — to reduce the num-
ber of car trips to their offices and 
factories each day. This has  

prompted business leaders and 
planners alike to look more favor-
ably on transit projects that might 
get commuters out of their cars. 

Also, last year's multibillion-dol-
lar federal Surface Transportation 
Act included strong support for 
projects that help reduce conges-
tion and improve air quality. The 
money Metra received Thursday 
came directly from this legisla-
tion. 

Ironically, however, it was a 
completely unrelated law that 
may have given the project its big-
gest boost. The Americans With 
Disabilities Act is, among other 
things, forcing Metra to make eve-
ry one of its trains accessible to 
the handicapped. This means 173 
special cars must be built so that 
each train can meet the require-
ment. 

This also means, of course, that 
173 cars on the system will be re-
placed,, freeing at least enough for 
duty on the Wisconsin Central. 
Metra spokesman Chris Knapton 
stressed that many of the cars, 
some of them dating back to the 
1950s, simply will be retired. The 
best 25, however, will be given $5 
million worth of rehabilitation and 
pressed into service on the new 
line. 

This plan has nearly halved the 
projected cost of starting the ser-
vice, from more than $90 million to 
just more than $50 million. The 
major costs to get the line started 
now include track improvements, 
the construction of a connection at 
Franklin Park, environmental 
studies and building platforms. 

Knapton said Metra is using 1996 
as a target date to have cars avail-
able and the line ready. But he 
said this is a conservative esti-
mate and service could start 
sooner. 

High expectations 
The latest ridership estimates 

predict that between 3,500 and 
5,300 people will use the line al-
most from the day it opens. Knap-
ton said it will primarily serve 
traditional downtown commuters. 
But a "strong push" will be made 
to serve reverse commuters and 
suburb-to-suburb travelers. 

Vernon Hills resident Jerry 
Coleman says he would take the 
train to Niles every day. 

"I've been looking forward to 
this line for a long time," said 
Coleman, who was a train com-
muter for years until his company 
moved from Chicago to Niles. "I 
will use it on a regular basis." • 

Many people also are expected 
to use the line to get to and from 
O'Hare International Airport. It 
will run within a few hundred 
yards of the soon-to-be-opened 
People Mover at the airport. 

"That is just fantastic," Wheel-
ing resident Christine Dolgopol 
said. 

She does not expect to change 
her habits, which now involve a 
short drive to Des Plaines for a 
trip on the Chicago & North West-
ern's Northwest line, which leaves 
her across the street from her off-
ice as opposed to at Union Station, 
where the Wisconsin Central will 
stop. As for trips to O'Hare, how-
ever, she said the Wisconsin Cen-
tral will be ideal. 

"I often travel more than once a 
month," she said. "I will definitely 
use it for that." 



*** 
LECTION 

kiatintStin 

Mayoral can 'dates debate success of Wheeling's development efforts 
BY DWAYNE DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

With a limited amount of land 
left for new development, the two 
candidates for Wheeling village 
president, incumbent Sheila H. 
Schultz and Trustee Judy Abrus-
cato, are looking at redevelop-
ment as a way to keep the village 
vital and flourishing. 

One area village officials have 
targeted for placement of new 
shopping centers and other kinds 
of businesses is Wheeling's tax in-
crement financing district which 
is along Milwaukee Avenue, north 
and south of Dundee Road. 

Other properties village officials 
hope to see upgraded are some of 
Wheeling's existing shopping cen-
ters, some of which were built in 
the 1960s. 

Related to the redevelopment in 
Wheeling is the improvement of 
the village's older neighborhoods, 
which includes getting residents to 
maintain some of the town's older 
housing and not letting infrastruc-
ture, such as street lights, fall into 
disrepair. 

One major project will be devel-
opment of the Wisconsin Central 
Railroad by 1996 or sooner. To 
serve the Metra-run rail line, the 
village will build a commuter sta-
tion near the village hall on Dun- 

dee Road hopefully spurring de-
velopment of that area as the cen-
ter of town, which some have said 
Wheeling lacks. 

Additionally, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation could start 
in 1994 an expansion of a three-
mile stretch of Milwaukee Avenue 
through Wheeling making the road 
safer for motorists and possibly 
stimulating development along 
that corridor. 

The two candidates addressed 
those issues when they answered 
the following question: 

Q. How is redevelopment 
in the village progressing and 
what are your impressions of what 
should result from those projects? 

A. Sheila Schultz is laudatory 
about development in Wheeling 
and what it holds for residents. 
Schultz said residents will witness 
a number of positive changes in 
the look of the village over the 
next four years. 

"We have had a dry spell cer-
tainly in the TIF district, but 
things are starting to happen. We 
have to keep up the neighbor-
hoods," she said. "The other thing 
that is going to make the differ-
ence is the Milwaukee Avenue im-
provements. And our industrial 
development remains very 
strong." 

Schultz bases that optimism on 
recent redevelopment projects 
that resulted in construction of the 
Wal-Mart and Sams Wholesale 
Club stores in the village. And 
while the village cannot compel 
owners of some of the older shop-
ping centers in Wheeling to up-
grade their properties unless 
they're violating appearance ordi-
nances, those owners have been 
open to officials' requests. 

Recently, for example, the 
owner of the Dunhurst/Dundee 
Plaza Shopping Center at 
Elmhurst and Dundee roads won 
backing from Wheeling trustees 
for a -three-year improvement 
plan for his center he voluntarily 
submitted to the village. 

And owners of abandoned build-
ings are encouraged to demolish 
them under a village program that 
has officials paying part of the 
demolition costs, Schultz said. 

"Our basic thrust with the com-
munity is redevelopment. And  

with the TIF district there will be 
new construction in our develop-
ment area. We have shared fund-
ing of old buildings to remove the 
eyesore, it's helping the owners," 
she said. 

Additionally, said Schultz, the 
village has attracted what she 
calls "fill-in" single-family and 
multi-family residential develop-
ment on the remaining parcels of 
buildable land in Wheeling. 

Related to the development of 
the village is its appearance, and 
Schultz said that enforcenient of 
the anti-graffiti ordinance has had 
a positive effect in reducing the 
number of marred buildings in 
town. 

Schultz also lauded the village's 
industrial tenants, saying that 
base of companies "remains very 
strong." 

Hoping to encourage and retain 
businesses; the village has backed 
efforts by local companies to 
receive exemptions reducing the 
amount they pay in Cook County 
property taxes. Since 1986, those 
exemptions resulted in creation of 
809 jobs and construction valued at 
$39.8 million. 

A. Judy Abruscato sees things  

differently. Abruscato noted that 
the years of litigation involved 
with the TIF district has 
hampered its development, but 
added that, now unimpeded, devel-
opment can occur in the area. 

"Redevelopment as far as 
Milwaukee Avenue goes has gone 
slow because of what happened 
with the courts. And that the work 
is finished, we can go forward. I 
remember it's been 12 years ago I 
began hearing about the TIF," 
said Abruscato. 

Abruscato also said that 
Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee 
Road both need some kind of 
amenities — that could include 
trees and improved lighting —
placed on them that gives them a 
character unique to Wheeling. 

"I think we have to address the 
main thoroughfares in the village. 
On Dundee Road, we have no iden-
tification on that thoroughfare, all 
we have is Dundee Road," she 
said. 

To add to the base of land to be 
developed in Wheeling, Abruscato 
wants the village to investigate 
with Cook County officials the pos-
sibilities of annexing unincorpo-
rated parcels in the area near the 
intersection of Hintz Road and 
Milwaukee Avenue. 

Another area where Schultz and 
Abruscato have large differences 
is their view of the village's indus-
trial park. Abruscato said on a 
regular basis she has seen compa-
nies leave the village. She has 
called for investigation of the le-
galities of a requirement that com-
panies leaving Wheeling first in-
form officials about their inten-
tions, giving the village time to see 
if it can somehow retain that busi-
ness. 

And though the commercial and 
industrial development of Wheel-
ing is on Abruscato's mind, the 
main focus of her campaign and 
discussions has been neighborhood 
issues. She called for upgrades in 
lighting in the older subdivisions in 
Wheeling, such as Highland Glen 
or the Dunhurst East and West 
areas. 

"A lot of people have been talk-
ing about the (neighborhood) 
lighting and how bad it is. It (light-
ing improvement) has to be done 
by referendum. With more light-
ing you have less crime," said 
Abruscato. 

Abruscato sees the piling up of 
garbage in the village as some-
thing that has to be closely moni-
tored, so it doesn't turn into a fu-
ture eyesore affecting Wheeling's 
appearance. 
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Board gives fueling operation a break 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Giving a fledgling business a Jans to pay less for insurance on 
break, the Wheeling Village Board his operation. 
recently approved lowering the "It was an excessive premium 
amount of insurance Service Avia- for excessive amount of insur- 
tion has to carry on its fixed based ance," Jans said. 
fueling operation at Palwaukee The original $50 million insur- 
Municipal Airport. ance requirement was first dis- 

The Prospect Heights City Coun- cussed when Jans was seeking the 
cil, which co-owns the airport un- approval from both communities 
der an intergovernmental agree- to open his business at the airport 
ment with Wheeling, also backed on Milwaukee Avenue, just north 
allowing Dennis P. Jans, owner of of Palatine Road. 
the airport's second fixed based Jans noted that Priester Avia- 
operation, to reduce the amount of tion Service, the other fixed based 

3 -t3  liability insurance he had to carry 
from $50 million to $25 million. 

The insurance reduction allowed 

operator at Palwaukee, carries 
more than $50 million in insur-
ance, but that company's business 
includes corporate jet traffic and 
needs more extensive coverage. 

Jans noted that his company will 
not be involved in that corporate 
market. 

Addtionally, he argued that in 
his own survey of other airports, 
the $50 million insurance coverage 
requirement was much more than 
they required. 

Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz said that when 
Jans inked the agreement with the 
two towns to locate at the airport, 

he agreed to all the terms of the 
contract including the insurance 
stipulations. She said she was "un-
pleasantly surprised" to learn he 
wanted the coverage reduced. 

Previously, the Palwaukee Mu-
nicipal Airport Commission, 
which is comprised of an equal 
amount of representatives from 
Wheeling and Prospect Heights, 
agreed to recommend to both 
towns lowering the insurance re-
quirement. 

Jans said he would not object to 
carrying $25 million worth of lia-
bility insurance for his company. 

I • 
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Wheeling finances, surcharge key issues in village president's race 

{,  to maintain services while cutting "I look at it (the restaurant tax) 
spending? as a user tax. Those who use it pay 

for it. The home rule sales tax is 
the greatest tax with the smallest 
impact on the residents because 
everyone would pay it," Abruscato 
said. 

A. Schultz said the village 
would be hard pressed to find 
areas in its spending where it 
could make further reductions. 
The budget, she said, is deter-A. Trustee Judy Abruscato also mined by a professional staff 

believes that a home rule sales tax headed by Fialkowski. 
may be necessary to bolster the "In our recent budget review, 
village's finances. And Abruscato it's pretty clear we have kept the 
has advocated studying whether a costs pretty well contained, even 
tax can be imposed on meals sold though our population has contin-
in restaurants in the village fa- ued to grow. We've kept the staff 
mous for its "restaurant row" stable. 
strip along Milwaukee Avenue. "We've been careful about our 

"We've already reviewed some expenditures. 
things like the home rule sales tax. "It's been good management - 
You pay it in Buffalo Grove, you it's as simple a phrase as I can 
pay it in Mount Prospect. use. When I first became involved 

"We always have a reserve, with the village, we were working 
we're always prudent in the way with tax anticipation warrants. We 
we spend our money," she said. couldn't even meet our payroll," 

IttlifliblruiRessammommow. 

Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Like their counterparts in other 
towns, Wheeling officials are con-
cerned about what actions the 
General Assembly could take that 
would affect local finances. 

The first place Wheeling could 
feel the impact of state belt-tight-
ening is the loss of the state in-
come tax surcharge funds the vil-
lage receives. Gov. Jim Edgar is 
proposing that $211 million ear-
marked for local governments be 
redirected to the state treasury. 

If the municipalities' share of 
the surcharge is taken, Wheeling 
could lose $600,000 this year and 
$800,000 next year, said Wheeling 
Finance Director Robert Fial-
kowski. 

Recently, more than 200 officials 
from municipalities throughout 
the state told the Senate Revenue 
Committee the plan would hurt 
towns and taxpayers. Edgar wants 
to use the money instead to sup-
port schools and social services. 

Additionally, state lawmakers 
are considering imposing a tax 
cap that would limit the amount lo-
cal governments could raise prop-
erty taxes each year to no more 
than 5 percent of the previous 
year's amount or the cost of living, 
whichever is lower. 

Va. 

CTION 

 

The state tax cap proposal also 
would eliminate exemptions for 
municipalities and make the mea-
sure inclusive for all Illinois taxing 
bodies. 

Because the village already has 
a bare-bones budget that limits in-
creases and freezes hiring and 
does not have many of the taxes 
neighboring communities have, 
Wheeling trustees are studying 
whether to impose their first 0.25 
percent home rule sales tax on 
goods and services. 

Noting the funding concerns mu-
nicipal officials share, Wheeling 
village president candidates Shei-
la H. Schultz, the incumbent, and 
Judy Abruscato, who now is serv-
ing her second term as trustee, 
were asked by the Daily Herald 
what actions they would take if 
state funding restrictions become 
reality. 

Q. Faced with possible state 
measures limiting the amount of 
tax revenue towns can collect, 
what actions should Wheeling take  

A. Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz, in her third term, previ-
ously has said the village would 
have to consider imposing a home 
rule sales tax. 

"We would have to look at a va-
riety of options, and that we have 
already begun to do. And we have 
been very conservative in projec-
tion of our revenues. 

"We do not have a a home rule 
beverage tax, a real estate trans-
fer tax, we do not have a home 
rule sales tax. We would look at all 
of those if we need to go for anoth-
er source of revenue." 

she said. 
Schultz noted that the village 

has a "reasonable" but not extrav-
agant facility in its municipal cen-
ter, 255 W. Dundee Road. The 
budget is professionally developed 
and the village has made effective 
use of computers, acquiring only 
the technology it needs. 

"If we were to lose the sur-
charge, it's obviously less money 
to do the things we need to do ... 
It's really a matter of adjusting 
the budget. You need to cut ser-
vices or increase revenues," said 
Schultz. 

A. Abruscato said state 
lawmakers can help municipali-
ties by controlling the unfunded 
mandates they pass on to the local 
governments to carry out. 

"We're hoping there won't be 
any more mandates if we're going 
to do certain things. The state 
should come up with the money to 
help us. 

"But I can see where they (legis-
lators) are coming from. Where 
they're coming from is a lot of vil-
lages and municipalities didn't use 
that (surcharge) money prudent-
ly. They spent it on roads instead 
of services. 

"We've watched that and we've 
always watched what we spend.  

The way we spent, we're not over-
spending. I'd like to see more po-
lice, but we're not overspending," 
she said. 

Abruscato said the village is 
careful with its employees over 
how much it yields to them in sal-
ary hikes. Currently, the village is 
negotiating new contracts or pay 
hikes with four employee unions, 
including those in the police and 
fire departments. 

Abruscato added that she did not 
favor some taxes other trustees 
backed, such as an ambulance fee 
for people who receive that emer-
gency service in the village. Nor 
did she favor a real estate transfer 
tax that would charge residents up 
to $3 for every $1,000 of market 
value for a property sold in Wheel-
ing. Abruscato said such a fee 
would not generate enough reve-
nue for village coffers. 

And she said she is completely 
opposed to a tax on utilities, which 
village officials said would be the 
most complex to impose in Wheel-
ing. 

Abruscato said the possibility of 
a food and beverage tax interested 
her but noted village officials said 
imposing such a tax would involve 
establishing special accounting 
procedures for Wheeling business-
es. 

Q. If the village has to make 
some further changes to its budget 
to more effectively use the dwin-
dling amount of state dollars it re-
ceives, in what areas do you feel 
spending should be reduced or 
redirected? 

,t- go 1-1-, e-o- = n v.. .1:j .cs 0- ,P: 0 a  .0  ..,..! ,..• t-t- a cm;  e-<- 1-1 .4 P-41  .4  *el  en- .-.3 a  e-P- ci2 au  .4 , .„ e.. = a  0 a  = .1  ,•-• a  6 0  e,2 a er)  0 = ct, = Z 2,,<,,-.-1CD(DC'D :OZ"lzgoCl2=StC1)142 ,,.=.  •' ,e. CD CD a  F.D7 > . 2 . , ,,,, CD tml - `-': 0 a ,E.  .3 g, ,., g . ,,, r.-  g,D, rb =..., 5.• ,,, s. .3 ,, s. • .0 5. g -, '''" .-s n cf, C 0 < ',:-.4 g Cr  .,,, cr.- ci- . -, . si ci, cn ---',. cD - a' CLC/Q "1  ,-- g -,::, 5-- -, g - . 0  CO, 03 CD "6 ›' g -,,, 0 ;.1 0., ei-,. ,-, 0  0..-• ,,- 0 0-  a fi` 2 -,.,_.*- 0 . 47,1) m-a-s- --=
%:,
- crate  .0-

.
- . 0- . ,.., ul  . CI = CD '-1 ,..,,. G.,- 23 ,1;:l CDC ,..‹ ,,, ,..: 11. et ta., 1- 0 , (., rD t-. 8  a- . ,... z cr  a ..., &• 5 CD t-.., 

`< 1-r, grn:1 5 $1, ' 5  29'0 CZ (D'--  a ,.1. n eD a   14 ,, Cn = 2, , 0. CD ,--. a ci2 CD a 2,01  o, al 
23
; 

...,
a7:i

<
AD:  geD (4 

 c
<; 1:CD

. 
 ii). 

=
Q1  :1 

mc
li 9(1)  ; : --'2'..1 `; 'IC:  (9:: "1:  : "r1)"-'7.2 -'1) 519C4  4- 0":45-  . " 5 

Aral 

 ° 1'2-- 9  

- a 
m
T

its ._.2) et ,_,_ til • 
Al 
 = o(D 0.:g AD.1 a 

 g 
=
9.,' ,,,..= .9.:. z..f" 1 CD 0..CD i ,. 0,..,  ,D  F'S g g• z.: ; 5. CA  Lii)  .C512'  R 1. ,...:4 

C'  off. g: SI ,'S SA  '• ,-..,:, CD DO CD rD 5' ,,- at' 3. ,y, 'Ft; r.,CD (7-  F1.-0.,'C a  5 cil f2 ,C4  .__.D) ..:. CA O a . c,9 0 0  ,-,- ,...< ,..,, = a) si, 0 Crg 0-  „,,CD = DQ c,•2 ''S 0 CD > = 0 r-  ca, 5.); -5  ,t1,,,..7., ...... 3 a,..,. a  g- „,-- g = 
• <-' a 2   F,. rD... < a '4=  il. .,,  . .g • - .'....• N. 11,  b..' (i 5." ,,F,,g g 

,--= a  CD <-4 
ICI 

"" '1  c::. CD `, C '''' .-,, = - Cr' r-r Cr' -2 C/1 =, , - .-- = CD Ltzt = C.  
,,CD CD 0 0 ,,,. ,,- 0- ,,t7: = 5,. 0 "-.. = ,.,1 , ,-. fil 0 ,.„ CM 0 CD CD p • 

F
-

9
,.:  i ,..; : : ..

,
:.J . ; 

...7.
-.
. 

TICI

0
C.  
CD

. 
 n'

cnc
...i 

e.. •-• .2 ,.c/2 IR,  .-• 0 ,..s0 ,_,I0 00-Ln 
• CD-  CD ,__,..... 0 •-,,,-, C. CD ,-% act cn ci3 u,-  (1) ,-% .... ,7 a a (1 a CD ,r4 ›. 0 ri, 0. 3 c:r  4), A-  Eli F., ,, 

' 0. ,-, (1) 5 ,,,. xa., 3 el, o - - CD ,-.. - 5.5) A' Cf' cm ,-: in 

I 1
:1

0d
31

1  1
1V

3
 •

  

Sa..6a c< ,.. 0 CA V A.' .VD • r: 'CZ 

0 10 ,ii 5 s .... a  > 6 ct, = 0 ... CCD ru 0  P. 0 0 el) ,-3 '.=: c:' 

 5

2
. 
 :CfQ

: ,.,

0

0.'  : 

"I
>

0
:-.1

0.Q

: 
s
t :: :9 

 0

!
.
.::l.  4.:7; 

tc
: ; 7 4:-.  cr5.:. 0.8  ::::' F5  ! al.: = Cc: c1)51°'-';9.- (1)a   ; : ;Cr:: 5. ›z'  

-, C • = CD .-' 
0 CD  0 ., „,: a „. a• a a , a  t-3 a CD  , 8•• 5-'' P> 5-% 5•• CA cr. 'A (i) 5.3-o ;5, ...4 0  W ^a Cn CD ,-" t-1 .... ,r- 

er)
0
,..1 ;,:yi I a 

a
9 

›.
a*".  or I:" i ¢C  

a
c  roal

. 
 7,1)  1 V _ crT ;21 i CD"41.  E :" r2.11':;1:C6-.4  : al.  ct.C'  .1C:'  : ;; cn: 01": kl)  677'..a :0  ; cnCn  : ...CD. '''Cri CD;  : C7e2"--r3  -C122) •7:1••  : ;CI.  :•; '••••• '•-•••7:7 

cn

iCrQ: :VI. ::'-'';"2:  :77: WM 

 0

; 
 6.
0: 
 ,

C1C:al•  
e..
a:

. 
 -...2 C:L D3 a•• 3. c" =-• CD r-1 "-••• CD-• ..`.< = '1 MC°  ". Z <-.C1r4 =" c-r- a••ia • 4  •::' .1:' '''''• D " g 2 e•--  C:r.'• '• alw  2  ';-- g El wq  smic9 <,"1". N  .2" -CD  M"" C'2.-  . : C)  ':./ "'" Cn$7:1- CAC C: 

.= = = `C 0 = 0.,̀ C 0-  CD CD n 'CF.  7  • ';:t a cn-  CD 

co n- r'-iFV:t 0 - -- co CD ni• a r-,...-t cn cia c) ,-,- - CD ,,- <-'- CD CD CD CD  CO CD ,-• 
=

cn lo 
 Es m >CI' n

o. 4
= 

z 
 a..52  ;--.0  g (19-  cl• CD al../  -•...1  cg 

r3 cn
CD Ma 

RAC 

'n,_,  „9-• 0"  - 2 a : q Q0  , 0 ,q " 0C  ' " - WC'  '
CD C ° cor I)  . 5 cr r' --cn  `) 2) c)  

.
eo al fp,- c 7gol:2

.0. ci.,-̀• ,...A. 
re
!. z,..„0- 

 t..1
,. ff

...,
0<  ,..,."' g ...,4.(74  CD

. 
 "6i ri,CD „,"6 Cn„. cr.-  7,-• c,...--  2 E; cx9 z' 7,,-. CA CD C12- -.1r  ci 4. II' • .-"'-' at9 rD:= C''' 137  ; (17 CAD

C. 
CAD 
1:11 : : : g. ....,:  : p= G° 

= 0, c, ---• .-so.-soron,.., 
C. ,..< = ,..,. ,.. ,-,-. g = (1- 'El .. E: z, ..-..57, : u, --ott o ..o Con a2--' -  co,‹  CL a .2 .-, :-,...- .. sg..,  - .. 2. cr, ro rin = 5- 5. o.'".  §...c't a 57 9:,  „D ..: •-cfc, t) R., : g... 1: CD .1 a);..

CICI 

CT4 • •ii g ''''S "k3.  -! i 8,6' 0.,C; .; I) 
o.
e....CD  Pp ,...,Cn'-'7C/2 „ia.,w.172LI' t7...0  &22'

. 
 CA 22  ,<-r- ,_,CIDI,., " g 2 crao  vc it.  (.19 CD 

g: 0...co.v  a, ,..9 . -- -,- cg.  = '8' 0  = $1)  : ! =-'15  5! 7.-c  .8-. : 6A  r ! A: :1  

a 0 0  =
0 co .-D. ". = CI) (•-) o 's ,,,, cA cr) 

• .9 " ot.. ro CD 3, 14,A  rz. sa„.1 
o
F 5. A9-  2c)  i g C.  crc9' CD  4 5.-,. s: )._, i cg crctSD ff.  ; i"  9: ; ;;:: i " 2; ; sa.! o:  ; cfn•: 1,s: =.. n).  e.,Cr  : Crc: " 

•-• a go , CD .el- .--. 7-. Do rn  r._, ,
....

c
o.: 01 (.1:, 

,_,..
0 ,, 

,..
..
atz
..; „. ,.. e3  ,. sa, 

O .-- ..,. CD .10 "C D° r? 0, 0; cA. = cr CD • u2 57a T. =' ,..-. 
,-, 

Crop O 0 = C) CD a. CD CD • SD CD C.'.< a• CD <
CD `.< 

,_,.
$1., 0 oa  8  g-• .- ,..,,. ... Fs ,,,,,0•• , gy,.. rs,ac,c.) a: :04  gli i ,.,„: i ,05" 74. cn 0 &T § ,,-4,fg , = 

,a,  ..., = -= 0.- . ag . 0 ,,•crct = • CD ,.-: a ,-.3 = tt CD n• = C .-% sa, ci, cl,  , _ CD cio , Z CD c  
(1 •-• 1.•.• 0 

I ' CD CD CD
' g.  ,.., '-'1 co =- 23 .- g•-: g CD  C'' g 2  , - - 0,p 0. ••- rn ci-ttcnorno '-' ,....0, 2•' ,...:• I ,.

5 
= 

9 = r0 co CD p CD 02 0 
' 7 

NIP 

O  

111 

111.11I 

11.0. 



Sheila Schultz 

By IRV LEAVITT 

C 

Judy Abruscato 

Schultz seeks 4th term 
with energy to,,sserye 

Fourteen y s ago, 
Sheila Schultz was elected 
trustee in the wake of scan-
dals that cast grim doubt on 
the Wheeling board. Two 
years later, she was elected 
the board's president, and 
has presided over the suc-
cessful effort to raise the 
village from derision to 
respectability. 

She's confident enough 
at this point to exhibit a lit-
tle swagger. "We have pride, 
not pretension," she says. 
"We like it here. And we 
don't care what people say 
about our community." 

The village has prog-
ressed markedly during her 
dozen years as village presi-
dent. She and the trustees 
point with pride to a "pro-
fessional" village staff, an 
accredited police depart-
ment, the latest fire trucks, 
and Palwaukee Airport, 
which it purchased jointly 
with Prospect Heights about 
six years ago. 

The airport continues to 
buy up property by the acre 
in its quest to expand, and 
now boasts its second fixed- 

base operator, the first com-
petition ever for former air-
port owner Priester 
Aviation. 

The village has been on 
the leading edge of flood 
control, and may get drier 
with planned completion of 
a diversionary channel. 

Spot-zoning, once Wheel-
ing's bane, is no longer the 
rule. Though progress has 
been slow, partly because of 
lawsuits, the Milwaukee 
Avenue Tax Increment 
Finance district inches 
closer to becoming a viable 
retail attraction, spurred by 
planned widening of Route 
21 by Illinois roadbuilders. 

But if Schultz is 
reelected and serves her full 
term, she will have held the 
village presidency longer 
than FDR held the U.S. 
presidency. She's well aware 
of the criticism accompany-
ing a fourth-term bid. 

"I gave this a lot of con-
sideration," she said. "I 
don't think I've lost any 
energy. I've learned a lot 
over the years, and I think 
it makes me a better public 
servant." 

Schultz ran for a seat on 
the Cook County Board two  

years ago, and won't rule 
out another run for that or a 
state office if asked again. 
"But I'm not even consider-
ing running for anything 
else now," she said. 

Over the years, Schultz, 
63, has given up most of her 
hobbies, contenting herself 
to do her job at the village, 
attend to her full-time work 
as circulation manager at 
the Indian Trails Library, 
and enjoy her seven chil-
dren and her grandkids. 

She travels extensively, 
and just returned from a 
National League of Cities 
meeting in Washington, 
D.C. While in town, she met 
with legislators, discussing 
the Metra train that now 
seems a cinch to be built on 
the Wisconsin Central 
tracks slicing through 
Wheeling. 

Long a member of sev-
eral local and national 
transportation boards, she's 
presently co-chair of the 
Northwest Municipal Con-
ference's Mayors' confer-
ence on the Metra Line. 
She's also nn the boards of 
the Northeastern Illinois 
Planning Commission, the 
Chicago Area Transporta- 

tion Study, and the Solid 
Waste Agency of Cook 
County. 

Defending herself from 
opponent Judy Abruscato's 
inference the board is inac-
cessible, she said "There's a 
big difference between 
expecting public officials to  

be at every public event and 
being inaccessible." 

"Residents can call me, 
and call the (village man-
ager) and the trustees," 
whose phone numbers are 
published in the village 
newsletter. "There are sev-
eral means to be heard." 

Abruscato makes goal 
increased accessibility 

By HIV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Judy Abruscato may not 
have held public office 
before 1987, but her career 
in public service began a 
half-century ago when she 
was eight years old. 

"I was walking down Bel-
mont Avenue and the door 
was open — I saw a dummy 
in there, it looked just like 
Charlie McCarthy." 

The ventriloquist's 
dummy drew her into a Chi-
cago Salvation Army office, 
and the orphaned youngster 
adopted the Army life, and 
played her euphonium and 
sang on street corners until 
she was 23. 

"It teaches compassion 
for people, and gives you 
inner peace," she said of 
her stint in uniform. She 
gave it up when her grand-
mother, who had raised her 
from the age of two, took ill. 

Abruscato, in the middle 
of her second term as 
trustee, has fielded a slate 
to run against Village Presi-
dent Sheila Schultz' Wheel-
ing Progress Party. 
Abruscato tops her Wheel-
ing Citizens' Party ticket,  

running against Schultz 
herself. 

She won't say anything 
bad about her opponent, 
only that she feels three 
terms is plenty, and that 
the board in general seems 
distant from its constitu-
ency. She feels the develop-
ment of Milwaukee Avenue, 
the diversionary channel 
and Palwaukee Airport are 
among indisputable projects 
the board is committed to. 

"Aside from the giv-
ens ... as village president 
and trustees, we've got to 
get back to the people." She 
promises to be "visible, 
available, and accessible." 

"We've got to scrutinize 
the tax dollars," she said. A 
couple of years ago, she 
voted against a 31 percent 
water rate hike, and cites it 
as proof of her fiscal forti-
tude, though she admits 
there was little choice. "We 
should have planned for 
that nine years prior," she 
complains. 

Abruscato can claim a 
measure of financial acu-
men, since she's been work-
ing in banks since the age 
of 16. She's the vice presi-
dent of the First National  

Bank of Wheeling, in charge 
of personal banking. Her 
day at the bank often 
begins before dawn. "Bank-
ers' hours aren't bankers' 
hours," she laughs. 

Her Salvation Army days 
are evidenced in some of 
her attitude toward liquor. 
Though she sees nothing 
wrong with allowing new 
big-ticket restaurants to 
have beer and wine 
licenses, that's about as wet 
as she gets. 

"I think we have enough 
liquor in Wheeling," she 
said. "I don't believe every 
establishment needs liquor. 
Somewhere along the way 
we've lost morality if we 
think that way." She 
recently voted, in the 
minority, against awarding a 
new liquor license to a 
package-goods store on Wolf 
Road, and was against 
awarding a license to an 
indoor golf facility, which 
backed out of opening in 
Wheeling for unrelated rea-
sons. 

She's lived in Dunhurst 
26 years, and with husband 
Mario raised daughter Vale-
rie and son Tony there. 
Valerie Abruscato lives in a  

Dunhurst house as well. 
Her son Tony, 29, was at 

age 18 believed to be the 
youngest elected official in 
the state when he won a 
seat on the Wheeling park 
board. Two years later he 
became its president, and 
kept the position the last 
four years of his term. 
Today he's a vice president  

at a downtown Chicago 
bank. 

Abruscato said residents 
call her "because it's easy 
for them to talk to me." 

"If they have the nega-
tive view — even if they 
think you're wrong, you 
have to show what's best for 
them and for the commu-
nity." 



Two candiclaes face off for clerk 
Kurgan: time 
for what's' 
important 

Kurgan 

"The single most important rea-
son that I am runing is to give 
back to this community," explains 
Mike Kurgan, whose family is now 

living in their second home in the 
village. 

As a real estate broker, Kurgan 
understands the importance of 
accurate record-keeping and of pro-
viding information that can help a 
client make the best decision about 
any transaction. A village clerk's 
position, he argues, is similar. "I 
kind of feel that I am a clerk for a 
living," he says. "As a real estate 
person, you deal with the public. 
You know the laws, take preventive 
steps. You want to make the people 
around you aware of laws." 

As village clerk, Kurgan said he 
would like to make some changes 
in the office, such as being avail-
able to Wheeling residents at con-
venient times of their choice, 
particularly on weekends. "As vil-
lage clerk, one of the most impor-
tant things I am going to do is 
investigating the possibilities of 
restructing the ofice of the village 
clerk," Kurgan promises. 

What hours Kurgan keeps as vil-
lage clerk would be determined by 
the results of a survey he plans to 
send to residents after the election. 

Selander: 
giving back 
to village 

By 
STAFF FF  

Wheeling has won Jeanne Selan-
der's heart so much with its "good 
schools, good parks, good village 
services" that she and her family 
are now living in their second 
home since she and her husband, 
John, moved into the village in 
1980 to begin a family. 

In fact, Selander said, it's these 

attributes of Wheeling that have 
made it easy and enjoyable to raise 
their three daughters, Christine, 10, 
Katie, 6, and Megan, 4. The young-
sters all enjoy their schools and 
participate in several park district 
programs like swimming, cheer-
leading, dancing, outdoor program-
ming, and scouting. 

"We have been very happy here. 
We've met a lot of people," Jeanne 
Selander said. 

"When you live in a community, 
you just begin to develop an overall 
good sense of pride. I think we 
have a sense of pride in our fam-
ily" for living in Wheeling, she 
added. 

For her, Wheeling is a place that 
fosters that sense of community, 
neighbors watch out for one 
another and pitch in easily to help 
those in need. Wheeling residents 
are "just down-to-earth. . . , very 
sincere people." 

Jeanne Selander said her appre-
ciation for both the residents and 
their community spirit prompted 
her to run for the village clerk's 
position in April. 

"I believe in a sense of civic 
responsibility. That's my intention 
-- to fulfill a sense of civic respon-
sibility. I think it's one thing that I 
can do for my community," Jeanne 
Selander said. 

The 38-year-old mother's current 
involvement in the community 
includes serving as a Girl Scouts 
leader and as a religious education 

Selander 
substitute teacher at St. Joseph the 
Worker. 

"I want to get more involved 
with the community. I have been 
involved with the schools, the 
church and the Girl Scouts," she 
said. 

As village clerk, Selander said, 
she would draw from her profes-
sional experiences, which include 
several years of managing Venture 
and Gap department stores and 
working as customer service repre-
sentative for NCR Corp. and Metro-
politan Life Insurance. 

"I have a lot of organizational 
background and obviously comfort 
with people that would be required 
for the position," Selander said. 

"I'd like to make myself avail-

able to the people of Wheeling as 

needed. As far as going into the 

office with any preconceived 

notions, no,"  she added. 

After taking leave from work for 

several years to raise a family, 

Selander returned to the classroom 
to earn a teaching certificate in lit-
erature and is working on a mas-
ter's degree in education. 
Meanwhile, she said making time 
to carry out her duties as a village 
clerk would not be difficult. 

"I am not working outside of the 
home at this time. That won't be a 
conflict for me. I have my school 
work, but I will be able to juggle" 
the schedules. 

By CYRIL IRE 

It's no cVoiiJnc̀ide'r3ce that Mike 
Kurgan is a co-owner of Dogs on 
the Run eatery in Wheeling. 

Kurgan himself is always on the • run. 
He is a broker for an ERA realty 

franchise, an Arlington Heights 
company he co-owns with one of 
his two partners in the restaurant. 
Sometimes one can catch Kurgan 
spending his lunch hour helping in 
making hot dogs and sandwiches to 
go for customers. And after that, 
it's back to work in his real estate 
office. 

At the end of the day, Kurgan 
returns to Wheeling as a husband 
to Kathy and father to his six chil-
dren, ages two to 14. Asked if he 
has any hobbies at all Kurgan sim-
ply said, "My hobby is the enjoy-
ment of time with my children." 
But he's a Wheeling Park District 
baseball coach for the junior league 
and a football coach for youngsters 
12 to 15 years old. 

Despite his job, family and 
coaching commitments, the 33-
year-old Kurgan says he will make 
time for the clerk's position, a job 
which could require about 12 hours 
commitment a week. 

"You make time for what you 
care about," Kurgan insists. "I'm 
going to make that time for the 
people that elected me. I'm not 
going to take that position if I am 
not going to be available 100 per-
cent." 

Since moving to Wheeling about 
nine years ago, Mike and Kathy 
Kurgan have made time to volun-
teer for various programs in the 
village. Kathy Kurgan herself is a 
coach for soccer and floor hockey 
for the park district, and the Kur-
gans have various plaques of 
appreciation to show for their 
involvement in Wheeling. 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Elected to office for an unprece-
dented fourth term, Wheeling Vil-
lage President Sheila H. Schultz 
also claims the unofficial title of 
dean of the Northwest suburbs. 
But her influence comes from 
hard work and not tenure, her 
peers say. 

Now that Elk 
Grove Village 
President 
Charles Zettek 
has retired after 
32 years in public 
office — 22 of 
them as village 
president

— Sheila Schultz has be- 
come the longest Schultz 
sitting mayor of a high-profile 
community in the Northwest sub-
urbs. When she completes her new 
term in 1997, she'll have headed 
Wheeling for 16 consecutive years. 

Like Zettek, Schultz is active 
with a number of regional organ-
izations including the Northeast-
ern Illinois Planning Commission, 
the Illinois Municipal League and 
Solid Waste Agency of Cook Coun-
ty. Beth Bunge, assistant to the di- 

Wheelie 
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Three for trustee,. 
tt , y ,c_L3 t_...otA.-,sf ,e. ys, i  al_ 

W
heeling residents have the two village 
president candidates to thank for this year's 
choices for village trustee. Once again, the 

field is divided into two parties, a direct result of the 
presidential-hopefuls hand-picking running mates for 
trustee. 

Voters should elect incumbent Elizabeth 
Hartmann and park board member Robert Todd 
from the Wheeling Progress Party and Sue 
Smedinghoff from the Citizens for Wheeling party. 

Hartmann has served on the board for seven years 
and is proud of the village's accomplishments in 
stormwater management. She pledges to keep a 
close eye on the budget and would like to increase 
the village's participation in recycling. 

Todd is a promising newcomer with many good 
ideas, a much needed addition to a board that has 
more often been followers than leaders. Todd would 
like to see Wheeling become a more stable 
community. He favors restructuring lots along 
Milwaukee to spur development and take care of 
blight along the roadway. He wants to increase the 
number of programs for young people as an 
alternative to gangs. 

Smedingl.off has served on the Zoning Board of 
Appeals for two years, and has become well-versed in 
zoning issues facing the village. She has an 
impressive appreciation for the differing needs of all 
sections of the village. She supports a no-tolerance 
positions on gangs and would like to resurrect the 
youth commission. 

Voters should look beyond party labels when they 
cast their votes for trustee and select Smedinghoff, 
Hartmann and Todd. 

Wheeling leader respected 
for her work, not tenure 

rector of the Northwest Municipal 
Conference, said Schultz has re-
gionwide influence because of 
those involvements. 

"She's involved in a lot of differ-
ent types of organizations ... that 
provide for planning in the North-
west suburbs," Bunge said. "By 
being involved in a wide range of 
organizations certainly lends her 
support for a number of issues," 
Bunge said. 

Schultz once served as president 
of the NWMC, an organization 
which promotes intergovernmen-
tal cooperation among the 30 mu-
nicipalities and five townships that 
are its members. 

Recently, Schultz has been high-
ly visible in the efforts by munici-
palities to keep state officials and 
Gov. Jim Edgar from eliminating 
the cities' share of Illinois state in-
come tax surcharge funds. 

Schultz, who said she first start-
ed attending meetings of regional 
groups on her own as a Wheeling 
trustee in the late 1970s, agreed 
that if she does have areawide 
clout it's based on her activities, 
and not years in office. 

"(Tenure) gives a sense of histo-
ry, that's the one good thing, and 
experience," she said. 

C 

Schultz %- e'99  
for president 

I

n Wheeling, incumbent village 
president Sheila Schultz, 
seeking a fourth term in office, 
is being challenged by Judy 

Abruscato, a trustee looking to 
move up into the presidency. 

Schultz, who heads the Wheeling 
Progress Party, has the credentials 
and capabilities to move Wheeling 
forward, and voters should return 
her to office for another four years. 
Circulation manager at the Indian 
Trail Library, Schultz was largely 
responsible for ushering in a new 
era of professionalism among 
village staff and on the board when 
she first became president in 1979. 

She has lost none of her zeal in 
the intervening years and remains 
the strongest force pushing 
Wheeling into the future. She 
lobbied hard for the Wisconsin 
Central and a train station in 
downtown Wheeling, and both are 
close to becoming reality. She has 
served on a variety of  
intergovernmental commissions 
and earned a reputation as an 
outstanding village leader, giving 
the village stature in negotiations 
with other communities. 

Schultz has been involved with 
the downtown TIF district since its 
inception, and has the clearest 
understanding of what needs to be 
done to revitalize the area and 
strips of run-down property up and 
down Milwaukee Avenue. 

Abruscato serves a more 
valuable role to the village as a 
trustee from the opposition party, 
representing a segment of the 
village which has grown 
comfortable bringing their 
problems to her. Her goal of being 
more accessible, visible and 
available to residents if president 
is laudable, but Schultz has served 
the village quite well for 12 years. 

She deserves another term. 

Selander for clerk 

T
wo qualified candidates, Jeanne Selander and 
Mike Kurgan, are running for Wheeling village 
clerk. Selander, a member of the Wheeling 

Progress Party, demonstrates a good working 
knowledge of the office and deserves voter support. 

Since deciding to run, Selander has attended 
board meetings, talked with former village clerks, 
and come up with ideas for the office. Selander said 
she would commit time to working in the village's 
front office so she would be accessible to residents 
and gain a first-hand knowledge of any problems. 
She said she would study expanding evening hours 
and adding Saturday morning hours to make the 
office more convenient. She is the best choice for 
clerk. 

C 

Schultz 
has the 
credentials 
and 
capabilities 
to move 
Wheeling 
forward. 

trash pickup rates to go up 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

After July 1 Wheeling residents 
will pay more for garbage collec-
tion, while rates for second trash 
pickups and recycling household 
materials remain unchanged un-
der agreements the village board 
recently approved. 

The trustees approved a rate in-
crease for the Waste Manage-
ment-Northwest to charge $12.20 a 
month for garbage collection, a 3.3 
percent, or 39 cent, hike over the 
current monthly fee of $11.81. Vil-
lage officials said the increase was  

reasonable in light of the expenses 
the company incurred during the 
last year. 

Rates for recycling household 
materials will remain at $1.95 a 
month, while the optional second 
trash pickup residents normally 
use for removing landscape refuse 
will stay at $3.10. 

John M. Boyer, division presi-
dent for the Oak Brook-based com-
pany, said the rate hike Waste 
Management was seeking is less 
than the 6 percent annual increase 
in the Cost-of-Living index. 

The rate increase trustees ap-
proved puts the monthly cost  

Wheeling residents pay in the mid-
dle of the rate scale the company 
charges for several communities 
it serves. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said currently the board 
merely sets rates for the trash re-
moval and recycling services in 
Wheeling, which Waste-Manage-
ment follows. 

However, in 1994 the village will 
have to have in place a formal 
agreement with a waste hauler to 
provide garbage collection ser-
vices to the residents under re-
quirements from the Solid Waste 
Agency of Cook County, which in- 

cludes Wheeling as a member 
community. 

Anderson said those require-
ments were in place so the agency 
has knowledge that the garbage 
will be disposed of in an approved 
transfer station site. 

The company is now negotiating 
with Wheeling officials for a 
longterm agreement to serve the 
village next year. 

Village officials have also con-
sidered having the company in-
chide other materials for recy-
cling such as magazines and old 
phone books. 



to 
Board seeks ds for 
low-income residents 

contract with Wheeling. The ad-
ditional audit cost brings the to-
tal the board spent on auditing 
to $17,200. 

LOCAL REPORT 

Municipal airport panel 
proposes budget increase 

/0-23 

The Wheeling village board 
agreed to request from Cook 
County officials $50,000 in Com-
munity Development Block 
Grant Funds to be used to help 
low-income homeowners refur-
bish their residences. 

The money is slated for zero-
interest non-amortized mort-
gage loans to assist the lower-
income homeowners make re-
pairs to their houses to bring 
them up to village building code 
standards. 

April 22 to salute 
Girl Scout leaders 

The Wheeling village board 
proclaimed Thursday, April 22, 
Girl Scout Leader's Day in the 
village. 

The proclamation noted that 
there are 17,500 girls and 6,500 
adults involved with the Illinois 
Crossroads Council Inc. Girl 
Scout organization. 

Auditors to review 
finances for $15,900 

Wheeling trustees hired Wolf 
& Co. certified public accoun-
tants to do the state-required 
annual audit of the village's 
finances at a cost of $15,900. 

The village board also agreed 
to spend $1,300 to have the com-
pany provide to the Wheeling 
Fire Protection District an au-
dit that costs it submits to that 
panel are covered under its 

Trustees approve 
Palwaukee expenses 

Wheeling trustees approved 
expenses for Palwaukee Air-
port that included having air-
port officials pay $15,819.15 to 
the Crawford, Murphy and Tilly 
engineering firm for a variety 
of work. 

The village board also agreed 
to have airport officials pay an 
additional $5 an hour in legal 
fees that the firm of Hinshaw & 
Culbertson had requested. 

Wheeling operates the airport 
with the city of Prospect 
Heights under an intergovern-
mental agreement. 

3 non-profit groups 
to stage tag days 

Wheeling trustees granted re-
quests by three local non-profit 
groups to hold tag days in the 
village for their fund-raising ef-
forts. 

The Clearbrook Center in 
Rolling Meadows, which serves 
adults and children with devel-
opmental disabilities, will hold 
its tag days on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, May 4-5. AMVETS 
Post 66 will hold its tag days on 
Friday and Saturday, May 15-
16, and the village is allowing 
the Salvation Army to hold tag 
days on Friday and Saturday, 
June 4-5.  

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport Commission proposed a 
budget of nearly $900,000 for the 
1993-94 fiscal year that includes 
an increase in fees commission-
ers earn for monthly meetings. 

Wheeling trustees recently 
approved without comment the 
new spending plan that's about 
4 percent higher than the 
$863,000 the commission spent 
last year. The Prospect Heights 
city council tabled voting on the 
budget until April 19 because it 
wanted further explanation of 
the expenditures from Michael 
S. Zonsius, assistant manager 
for finance and administration 
for the airport. 

Wheeling and Prospect 
Heights own and operate the 
airport on Milwaukee Avenue 
just north of Palatine Road un-
der an intergovernmental 
agreement. Officials for both 
towns have final say over air-
port spending. 

The new budget includes a 
hike in the fees the eight com-
mission members, four from 
each town, receive monthly for 
the meetings increasing them 
from a $75 a month to $125 a 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Municipalities backing the 
proposed Wisconsin Central 
railroad will launch a program 
next month to rally grass roots 
support for the commuter rail 
line. 

The Wisconsin Central Mayo-
ral Task Force, a group of 11 
communities located along the 
line's route, are being asked to 
pledge $1,000 each to be used 
for a brochure and booklet 
highlighting the train. The liter-
ature will be sent to civic 
groups, businesses and con-
gressional representatives, 
Mark L. Fowler, transportation 
project coordinator for the 
Northwest Municipal Confer-
ence, said. 

"It's (the literature) just to 
generate grass roots support 
for the project and to let every-
one know the time lines and 
possible costs," he said. 

The 11 task force communi-
ties are Antioch, Buffalo Grove, 
Des Plaines, Grayslake, Lake 
Villa, Libertyville, Mundelein, 
Prospect Heights, Round Lake 
Beach, Wheeling and Vernon 
Hills. Those towns are also  

members of the NWMC, a con-
sortium of north and northwest 
suburban municipalities. 

Wheeling trustees this week 
awarded $1,000 to the task force 
for the public education pro-
gram. The money will be spent 
on a brochure and presentation 
materials. 

The NWMC will also speak 
with representatives from 
Franklin Park, Rosemont and 
Schiller Park about joining the 
task force. The rail line also 
passes through those communi-
ties and the eastern edge of 
O'Hare International Airport. 

In addition to the literature, a 
speakers bureau will be formed 
to address groups interested in 
the 53-mile long rail line. 

Targets of the educational ef-
forts will include congressmen 
Henry Hyde, John Porter and 
Phillip J. Crane, 

Officials have cited support 
by the municipalities and their 
willingness to build commuter 
stations as the reason the line 
has received federal funding. 
Officials of Metra, the regional 
commuter rail system, have 
said the line could be ready to 
run in 1996 if the stations are in 
place.  

Costly 
tires make 
land less 
of bargain 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

• 
The 1.8-acre eee of bar-

gain property e Palwau-
kee Airport got for $15,000 
early last winter has turned 
out to be not so much of a 
bargain after all. 

The $50,000 contract to 
clear the thousands of tires 
off it was doubled by Wheel-
ing, which owns the airport 
with its neighbor, Prospect 
Heights. That's because the 
stacks of Goodyears, Good-
riches and Firestones, et al, 
seem to never end. The 
tires, perhaps 80,000 in all, 
were piled high above the 
ground, and packed about 
eight feet below the surface 
of the old junkyard, accord-
ing to Airport Manager Fred 
Stewart. 

And the bill for clearing 
the dirt there of toxic chem-
icals will likely reach an 
additional quarter-million 
dollars, according to Stew-
art. 

But he said only about 5 
percent of that will wind up 
being paid by Wheeling and 
Prospect Heights taxpayers. 
The federal Airport 
Improvement Program will 
probably pick up 90 percent, 
with the villages and the 
Illinois Department of 
Transportation splitting the 
remainder, according to 
Stewart. The land was pur-
chased for FAA-required air-
port expansion, to move the 
intersection of Wolf and 
Hintz roads away from its 
main Runway 34. 

The tires have to be 
cleaned of toxic goo on site, 
then shredded and shipped 
out of town, where they'll 
be added to coal and burned 
as fuel. 

The toxins in the old 
dump are the result of pre-
sumedly legal dumping of 
fuel oils on the site. The 
Cook County Circuit Court 
awarded the airport the 
property, on the south side 
of Hintz Road, between Wolf 
and the drainage ditch, for a 
token payment to junkyard 
owner Frank R. Chupich, 
79. 

month. The commissioners 
have not received an increase 
in the stipends they receive 
since 1986, shortly after the two 
communities acquired the air-
port. 

Commissioners first dis-
cussed raising the fees earlier 
this year when Prospect 
Heights Mayor Edward P. 
Rotchford proposed eliminating 
the $50 per-meeting stipend city 
council members receive. 
Rotchford's proposal was not 
backed by a city council com-
mittee and never came before 
alderman for a vote. 

Other expenditures under the 
new budget include $354,000 for 
the salaries of eight full-time 
employees, a 5 percent increase 
over the $336,000 they earned 
last year. 

Airport officials also allocat-
ed $350,000 for capital expendi-
tures such as pavement repairs 
and finance charges. 

Airport officials expect $1.66 
million in revenue, a jump of 
10.1 percent over this year's 
revenue of $1.4 million. Most of 
those revenues will be generat-
ed mainly by fees on hangar 
leases, fuel sales and related-
aviation work. 

Railroad backers to wage 
informational campaign 

s appearance top concern of residents Wheelin 
appearance of Milwaukee Avenue, the fire, community development 
especially where it intersects with and operations and maintenance 
Dundee Road. departments along with the Wheel- 

The appearance of Wheeling is "A lot of these items are, again, ing Park District. 
the primary concern of residents, being addressed," said village Eight percent of Wheeling's pop- 
according to the results of an ex- manager Craig G. Anderson, not- ulation, or 1,033 residents, re-
tensive community needs survey ing village improvements are un- turned the surveys that includes 
unveiled Monday. der way and the old Dunkin' Do- questions about crime, residents' 

The results of a 32-question writ- nuts building at that intersection knowledge of social services and 
ten survey of residents conducted was recently demolished. contacts with village departments. 

by the police department from last The wide-ranging survey was The survey revealed that 79 per- 
June to February showed that conducted by the police to meet cent felt safe in Wheeling, while 78 
while the majority gave the vil- national accreditation require- percent felt the village had an ex-
lage high marks for appearance, ments, police chief Michael F. cellent or very good appearance. 
458 people listed 23 different con- Haeger said. The survey was ex- Another 68 percent said that 
cerns and topping the list was the panded to include questions about they generally had a positive con- 
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By DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

tact with the village's administra-
tive employees. 

Haegar added he was disap-
pointed at the low response by mi-
nority residents to the survey. The 
responding group was 89 percent 
white, 4 percent Asian, 4 percent 
Hispanic and 4 percent black. 

"This was a disappointment be-
cause the figures didn't reflect the 
1990 census results," he said. 

Village officials said they will 
use the survey for planning and 
they may circulate a verbal sur-
vey to increase minority re-
sponses. 
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Hartmann Todd 

Two rties offer their slates for trustees 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF 

The three candidate for 
trustee slated by Village 
President Sheila Schultz' 
Wheeling Progress Party 
can claim more civic experi-
ence than those running on 
trustee Judy Abruscato's 
Citizens for Wheeling party. 

But the Citizens Party 
trio assert they want to give 
village government the 

common 
touch, to 
bring it 
closer to the 
people. They 
took a first 
step before 
their slating 
process 
ended, by 
trying to 

talk a Hispanic candidate 
onto their ticket. 

That didn't work out, 
when the coveted candidate, 
a realtor in the office of 
Abruscato's clerk candidate 
Mike Kurgan, begged off 
due to an already full plate 
of activities. 

But not before contact 
with Wheeling's Hispanic 
minority gave the opposi-
tion party an idea they 
might want to change 
things for them. 

Michael Lynch, a loss-
prevention manager for an 
insurance company, sup-
ported recent Village efforts 
to teach Spanish to the 
police, but thought it might 
be time to put more effort 
into getting native Hispan-
ics onto the police and fire 
rolls. 

"Sgt. Rivera at the police 
department can't be every-
where," he said. He added 
that at Wheeling Village 
Hall "nobody habla 
espanol" and it would be 
helpful to have some fluent 
Spanish speakers there. 

Lynch, who missed in a 
trustee bid two years ago, is 
a nine-year resident passed 
over for village commission 
appointments about three 
years ago. "I didn't have a 
ghost's chance of getting in 
there," he said. 

When Abrusacato asked 
him to run the first time, he 
accepted, because he felt it 
was the only way to break 
into Wheeling civic affairs. 

The only incumbent in 
the race is Elizabeth L. 
Hartman, a trustee trying 
for a third term with 
Schultz' party. She supports 
village efforts at enhanced 
communication with His-
panics, but reminds that "it 
only takes care of Hispan-
ics, while there are so many 
other immigrants that don't 
speak English." 

Asked if feelings of alien-
ation had dissuaded Hispan-
ics from volunteering for 
village commissions, she  

said, "I really don't know. 
The three (families) I called 
on today all seemed very 
very happy with the com-
munity." 

She said the board will 
continue to bolster efforts to 
build the diversionary chan-
nel to shunt water away 
from homes, a train station 
on the proposed Wisconsin 
Central Line, and the wid-
ening of Milwaukee Avenue, 
in order to enhance life in 
the village and boost prop-
erty values. 

"Whatever new develop-
ers come into town, they 
have to provide a higher 
grade of visual attractive-
ness," she added. "Most of 
the recent developments are 
very attractive." 

A former village clerk, 
she taught primary school 
before settling in Wheeling 
in 1961. She said one of her 
special interests is recy-
cling, and looks forward to 
increasing the variety of 
items residents will be able 
to keep out of landfills in 
the future. 

Sue Smedinghoff is the 
only Citizens party candi-
date to have served on a vil-
lage commission. She's 
been on the Zoning Board 
of Appeals about two years. 

Working on zoning vari-
ances gives her a thrill she 
didn't expect. "Residents 
come in (seeking excep-
tions) for a garage, or a 
kitchen. Later on, I'll drive 
by, and feel like I'm a part 
of it — I'm excited for 
them. I really enjoy being a 
part of the betterment of 
the village." 

As a trustee, she'd like 
the chance to approve "nice 
medium-priced single-family 
homes" on undeveloped 
property in the village. 
"Wheeling has been looked 
upon as a starter-home vil-
lage. People often move out 
of the village on the next 
step up." She said she'd 
like more developments in 
town similar to Picardy I 
and II. 

She thinks village trust-
ees would have an easier 
job planning for the future 
if they met with village 
commissioners. "After being 
appointed by the village 
board ... I don't know if any 
of them could have picked 
me out of a crowd," she 
said. 

The ZBA "has had hardly 
any interaction with the 
planning commission or the 
village board. There haven't 
been any social functions or 
any collaborative functions." 

She claimed Wheeling 
has a hard time competing 
with Buffalo Grove for busi-
nesses. "We seem to lose a 
lot to Buffalo Grove," she 
said. "It's a great town, but 
I live here." 

"Wheeling is viewed as  

run-down, littered, dirty. We 
need to do a lot about our 
appearance." 

"There's a pocket of peo-
ple that are very involved. 
But on the whole I don't 
feel (residents) have a feel-
ing of ownership in the vil-
lage." 

Another candidate with 
ZBA experience is Progress 
Party hopeful Wayne Wisin-
ski, who has served that 
board since 1987. He feels 
the small size of the lots 
along Milwaukee Avenue 
have made them "uncondu-
cive to development" and 
property owners should be 
convinced to combine their 
efforts. 

He said while on the 
ZBA, he's "learned how to 
focus on an issue, learned 
to ask questions and get 
people to answer ques-
tions," skills that would 
hold him in good stead on 
the board of trustees. 

He wants to bring to the 
board "a fresh pair of eyes, 
a fresh, open mind, without 
preconceived ideas, good or 
bad. I want to start from 
square one." 

He said a trip to a recent 
Wheeling budget hearing 
added to his impression vil-
lage "government is fiscally 
sound. We've got to make 
sure we don't get behind 
the eight-ball money-wise." 

"I don't react to things 
instantly," he said. "The 
things I read, I don't take 
as gospel truth. People have 
to be able to (weigh) infor-
mation in order to be able 
to sort through it." 

Another Progress Party 
candidate, Robert G. Todd, 
said Schultz asked him to 
run for trustee in the mid-
dle of his first term as 
Wheeling Park District 
Commissioner. 

"It was an opportunity," 
said Todd. "A couple of 
guys wanted to leave the 
board, Bill Rogers and Joe 
Ratajczak, and I thought I'd 
like to try it." 

He leaves the park dis-
trict on the upswing, as its 
new aquatic center is poised 
to open and ground has 
been broken for the recre-
ation center. Todd feels the 
two facilities,combined with 
a new Wisconsin Central 
Station, will be an anchor to 
boost redevelopment of the 
Milwaukee-Dundee retail 
intersection. 

He said as he talked with 
voters, he found them 
mainly concerned with "tax 
issues, and neighborhood 
issues, such as the gang 
problem." 

He said the first step in 
dealing with gangs is to 
"realize they exist, and deal 
with them in the best possi-
ble way." 

He supports strict 
enforcement of the village 
graffitti-removal ordinance. 
"Graffitti should be taken 
down as soon as possible, 
because that's the way they 
take over a neighborhood." 

He added he felt the 
aquatic and rec centers 
would give youth more 
activities, and that would 
help keep young people off 
the street. 

Todd, an advertising 
company project manager, 
says Wheeling is viewed as 
a "stopover community. 
People might buy their first 
house here, or come here 
when they retire. I want 
them to raise families here, 
to stick around. They're 
doing that more and more, 
but I'd like to see Wheeling 
get a reputation for that." 

Citizens Party candidate 
Cheryl Fitzpatrick has no 
civic experience, but feels 
she could be valuable as a 
trustee because of her back-
ground working on the sup-
port staff of an 
accounting/legal firm. 

"I'm pretty fluent in legal 
terms," she said. "And I 
understand (accounting) 
protocols necessary to get 
answers back and forth," 
she said. 

"I'm a real hard worker, 
and I'd work really hard for 
the village," she said. She 
added she'd continue 
knocking on doors "even 
after being elected, asking 
people what their needs are, 
and inviting them to meet-
ings." 

"Wheeling has a lot of 
work to do as far as reputa-
tion goes," she said. "We'd 
like to preserve the nice low 
tax base, but surrounding 
towns are cleaner and more 
well thought of. We've got 
to get the children more 
involved, and the commis-
sions more involved. 
There's a definite difference 
when you cross the line 
between Buffalo Grove and 
Wheeling." 



Mayoral profile: 
Sheila H. 
Schultz 

Age: 63 

Hometown: Wheeling 

Who is she: Incumbent 
Wheeling village president; 
head of circulation for the 
Indian Trails Public Library. 

Family: Husband Robert, 
seven children and 10 
grandchildren. 
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Schultz wants another crack 
at village president position 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

When Sheila H. Schultz first 
started in Wheeling village gov-
ernment as a trustee in 1979, 
she used to scrutinize every-
thing the village staff told her. 

Racked by corruption earlier 
in the decade that saw some 
Wheeling officials receiving 
federal indictments, Schultz 
felt an air of mistrust still exist-
ed at village hall then. 

"When I was first elected to 
the board, I can remember 
spending five nights a week 
researching every issue that 
came before the board. We 
didn't have the confidence in 
village staff. We weren't get-
ting the reports...There was 
distrust. That distrust doesn't 
exist now," she said. 

As she seeks a fourth consec-
utive term as village president, 
against challenger Trustee 
Judy Abruscato, the best way to 
describe Schultz's administra-
tion is that she has left it to pro-
fessional staff to carry out the 
day-to-day functions of Wheel-
ing while the trustees set the 
policy. 

"The things I'm most satis-
fied with aren't very exciting. 
We've been able to build a pro-
fessional staff that drives the 
wonderful things," Schultz 
said. 

PROFILE  

Like a coach discussing the 
team, Schultz describes the vil-
lage staff she helped make 
more professional and her fel-
low board members as "we." 

The wonderful things Schultz 
refers to includes the likelihood 
that Wheeling will have a com-
muter stop on the proposed 
Wisconsin Central Railroad 
line, the upcoming widening of 
a 31/2  mile stretch of Milwaukee 
Avenue through the heart of the 
village and the start of rede-
velopment of the tax increment 
finance district along that 
street after years of litigation 
— all of which can stimulate the 
local economy. 

Another hallmark of Schultz's 
tenure in office is her taking the 
regional view and involving the 
village in organizations with 
other local governments work-
ing for collective goals such as 
the Northwest Municipal Con-
ference and the Lake Michigan 
Water Commission, which 
helps the village receive Lake 
Michigan water. 

"We can't operate in a vacu-
um. The neighborhood things 
are the primary concern that 
certainly hasn't been neglected. 
I don't know how long you can 
operate without dealing with 
the outside things that affect 
us," she said. 

As a result, she is well known 
among local and state officials 
and has been outspoken about 
such regional concerns as re-
taining the municipalities' 
share of the Illinois income tax 
surcharge. 

By helping to modernize vil-
lage government, experience 
dealing with regional concerns 
and keeping Wheeling from im-
posing many of the taxes on its 
residents that neighboring com-
munities have, Schultz hopes 
voters will return her to the 
town's top spot. 

"I think it's a town with a 
high sense of community. I like 
to use the term 'we know who 
we are.' I'd like to maintain and 
enhance that, and that goes 
back to the (regional) involve-
ments and quality of life issues. 
People are busy and they 
shouldn't have to be watchdogs. 
Leadership has a lot of different 
faces and everyone follows 
their own style," she said. 
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Mayoral profile: 
Sheila H. 
Schultz 

Age:63 

Hometown: Wheeling 

Who is she:Incumbent 
Wheeling Village President; 
head of circulation for the 
Indian Trails Public Library 

Family:Husband Robert, 
seven children and 10 
grandchildren. 

Mayoral profile: 
Judy 
Abruscato 

Age: 59 

Hometown: Wheeling 

Who is she: Challenger 
for Wheeling village presi-
dent; a vice president of 
personal banking with 1st 
National Bank of Wheeling; 
member of the Wheeling 
Village board. 

Family: Husband, Mario; 
son, Anthony, 29; daugh-
ter, Valerie, 31. 

Cheryl Fitzpatrick, 39, 
1025 .  
Kenilworth 
Drive. A 19-
year resident 
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Elizabeth L. Hartman, 
Declined to 
give age, 
159 St. 
Armand Lane, 
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Wheeling Village Board 

WaineJ. Wisinski, 41, 
96 W• Wayne 
Place. A 13-
year Wheeling 
resident, 
Wasinski now 
sits on the 
village's 
zoning board 
of appeals. 

Robert G. Todd, 36, 
231 Cindy 
Lane. A five-
year Wheeling 
resident, Todd 
currently sits 
on the 
Wheeling Park 
District board 
of 
commission-
ers. 

Michael T. Lynch, 39, 
673 Longtree 
Drive. Living in 
Wheeling for 
nearly a 
decade, Lynch 
is making his 
second bid for 
the office of 
trustee. 

Sue Smedinghoff, 36, 
211 West 
Wayne Place. 
The five-year 
village 
resident is 
currently a 
member of the 
zoning board 
of appeals. 
She is making 
her initial attempt for an elected 
office in Wheeling. 

*****adoll**> 3110131q1110%
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Mayor race features familiar faces 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling voters will have two 
familiar faces to choose from for 
village president on election day. 

Running in the April 20 general 
election are incumbent Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz, who is 
seeking an unprecedented fourth 
term, and challenger Judy Abrus-
cato, a trustee on the village 
board. 

Aside from being well-known in 
the village through years of civic 
involvements, both candidates are 
also fielding slates of candidates 
for the village board. Schultz is 
running on the Wheeling Progress 
Party ticket with incumbent Trus-
tee Elizabeth L. Hartman, Wheel-
ing Park District commissioner 
Robert G. Todd, Zoning Board of 
Appeals member Wayne J. Wasin-
ski and political newcomer Jeanne 
D. Selander, who is vying for the 
village clerk spot. 

Abruscato is running on the Citi-
zens For Wheeling Party slate 
with election first-timers including 
trustee hopefuls Cheryl Fitzpa-
trick, Sue Smedinghoff, a zoning 
board of appeals member, and 
clerk candidate Mike Kurgan. 
Slate-member Michael T. Lynch is 
making his second run for trustee 
having last sought the office two 
years ago. 

There are no burning issues that 

WHEELING 
VILLAGE PRESIDENT 

divide the different political 
camps. 

The candidates are pretty much 
on the same page when it comes to 
backing such matters as the up-
coming widening of Milwaukee 
Avenue, the development of the 
village's tax incremental finance 
district and the location of com-
muter station in Wheeling for the 
planned Wisconsin Central Rail-
road line. 

Abruscato said she's running be-
cause competition is good for 
Wheeling. Her platform includes a 
call for attention to neighborhood 
issues, which include upgrading 
infrastructure such as lighting in 
the older subdivisions in the vil-
lage, ensuring gang graffiti is kept 
off buildings and to keep garbage 
from piling up so Wheeling's ap-
pearance isn't marred. 

She's also stressing that elected 
officials should be accessible to 
residents, and is calling for the vil-
lage hall to be open on Saturdays. 

Schultz is seeking re-election, 
and notes village improvements 
such as the planned commuter sta-
tion, the professionalism of village 
government and Wheeling's re-
sponsible spending. 

Additionally, she points to the 

village's involvement on regional 
groups such as the Northwest Mu- 
nicipal Conference, which helps 

Wheeling gain region-wide bene-
fits such as Lake Michigan water. 

WHEELING 
VILLAGE BOARD 

Wheeling 
candidates 
share views 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Like the village president candi-
dates that head their tickets, 
Wheeling village board trustee 
hopefuls share the slate leaders' 
views and experiences. 

The April 20 race includes eight 
candidates seeking three open 
trustee seats and the clerk's post 
on the Wheeling village board on 
the Citizens For Wheeling and 
Wheeling Progress Party tickets. 

The Citizens For Wheeling slate 
is headed by current trustee Judy 
Abruscato, who is seeking the vil-
lage president spot. That ticket in-
cludes political newcommers 
Cheryl Fitzpatrick, Sue 
Smedinghoff and Mike Kurgan, 
who wants to be village clerk. 

Trustee candidate Michael T. 
Lynch previously sought the office 
in the April 1991 election. 

The Wheeling Progress Party 
slate is led by incumbent Village 
President Sheila H. Schultz who is 
seeking re-election to the office 
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Jim Meyer, clinical director 
of Omni, said his organiza-
tion would be asking Wheel-
ing for an additional $60,000 
for current programs. 

He said Omni has been 
mainly confined to counsel-
ing, but would now assist res-
idents with services that 
might include job skills, com-
puter training, ESL courses, 
public health referrals, 
immunization clinics, legal 
assistance, crisis walk-in 
intervention, and crime pre-
"7ention, among others. 

dand friendly. The phone was 
ringing off the hook, and the 
feeling was very informal. 
There was another whole 
room ... where (Harper Col-
lege teachers) were teaching 
ESL." 

Police Chief Michael Hae-
ger said Tuesday, "We plan 
on having our social worker 

6We plan on hav-
ing our social 
worker involved, 
our crime 
prevention officer 
involved, at times 
a gang crime 
officer involved.' 

Michael Haeger 

involved, our crime preven-
tion officer involved, at times 
a gang crime officer involved. 
It just depends on the need 
at the time. We plan on work-
ing very closely together. We 
definitely want to have a 
strong involvement. 

"It could be considered a 
form of community policing, 
an effort to potentially divert 
them from antisocial behav-
ior, making them integral 
parts of that society." 

"You never really know 
how much (crime) you pre-
vent ... If you make their 
lives a little better" criminal 
activity could be forestalled. 

Kobishop looks forward to 
working the facility herself, 
providing latchkey-kid, child-
safety courses, neighborhood 
watch and other crime pre-
vention services. 

No duplication 
"It does seem to a lot of 

people that these are things 
that are already provided," 
aid Meyer. "But they're not 

provided to the bi-lingual 
community." 

Village President Sheila 
Schultz agreed, but said that 
community should include 
Eastern Europeans, who also 
need some service informa-
ion translated at times. 

Barb Kobishop, crime pre-
'ention officer of the Wheel-

ing Police Department, hopes 
to see a similar kind of 
atmosphere as at a similar 
center in Rolling Meadows' 
largely-Hispanic East-Park 
Apartment complex. Omni 
sees the police playing an 
important role at the center. 

"I was there for a visit," 
said Kobishop of a trip to 
Rolling Meadows. "There 
were a lot of kids there, for 
an after sctuao,I program, 
making t_ r baskets," she 
said. police offi- 
cers coining in and out, 
involved in another activity. 
There were kids out front 
playing basketball, and the 
whole thing was very relaxe- 

Wheeling 
Continued from page 1 
that we're keeping an eye on the 
budget. They need to know their 
elected officials." 

Schultz's approach, meanwhile, 
resembles that of outgoing Elk 
Grove Village President Charles 
Zettek, who in 32 years as an 
elected official stressed regional 
issues and became known as the 
"dean" of the northwest suburbs. 

She insisted that village officials 
have delivered quality services and 
kept taxes down over the last 12 
years. 

"I think you need to pay close 
attention to what's happening 
here, but you can't live in a vacu-
um," Schultz said. "You need to 
see where the village fits in the big 
picture. A lot of things are about 
ready to happen, and I'm in the 
best position to see them 
through." 

One look at the r sum es of the 
candidates highlights their ex-
tremely different political bents. 

Schultz, 63, is head of circula-
tion at the Indian Trails Public Li-
brary. She has served as the presi-
dent of the Northwest Municipal 
Conference and the Northeastern 
Illinois Planning Commission, and 
she currently heads the Solid 
Waste Agency of Northern Cook 
County and is vice president of 
the Illinois Municipal League. 

It was under Schultz's tenure 
that Wheeling acquired Palwaukee 
Airport from a private owner in a 
partnership with neighboring Pros-
pect Heights. 

And Schultz has worked with 
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Resource center to focus on youth 
By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF ER 

A Wheeling mmunity 
resource center, with a focus 
on Hispanic youth, may be 
all but an inevitability, 
according to its foremost 
opponent. 

Retiring trustee William 
Rogers growled, "they'll get 
it," Monday, referring to 
$125,000 worth of Commu-
nity Development Block  

grant funds Omni Youth 
Services is seeking for cen-
ters they plan for the area of 
Wolf and Dundee Roads in 
Wheeling, and the Piper 
Lane area in Prospect 
Heights. Both are areas with 
Hispanic concentrations. 
"There's a pool of money 
they want to give away." 

Rogers feels the centers 
would be "just duplicating 
services" of other organiza-
tions, such as the Salvation  

Army. Fellow trustee, Village 
President candidate and for-
mer Army worker Judy 
Abruscato agreed. 

Rogers resented Wheeling 
including a contribution of 
$20,000 to the Wheeling cen-
ter. Prospect Heights put off 
its decision. 

More agencies 
"I think it's just a thing 

to get more employment for  

their own people ... unem-
ployed social workers. 

"Let's admit it. Spanish 
people aren't dumb. They 
know how to use a tele-
phone. There's 50 agencies 
they can call. When does it 
stop?" Rogers feels after a 
few years, the federal funds 
will dry up, and Omni will 
come to Wheeling for infu-
sions, "just like they did 
before." 

(Continued on page 81) 

Focus is the choice for Wheeling voters • --re c/_3 
By Janan lanna But her opponent, Judy Abrus- problem." 

cato, says the focus should be Abruscato, 58, is an assistant 
more local, and she's taking a vice president of personal banking 
populist approach to the non-par- at the First National Bank of 
tisan mayoral race by taking her Wheeling. She has been a trustee 
campaign to Wheeling's for six years and is active in a 
neighborhoods. number of social service organize- 

people feel that people know I'm tions. She said she has focused on 
working for them," said Abrusca- enforcing village ordinances while to, a village trustee. in office. 

"For instance, a resident called "It seems that the people that 
me and said a street light was live in the village are concerned 
out," Abruscato said. "I made about their town," Abruscato 
some calls, and in a day that said. "They're concerned about 
problem was taken care of. I feel their parents, about the operation 
satisfaction when a resident calls of the village. They're concerned 
me and I can help them with a See Wheeling, pg. 4 

tics in the early 1970s as the cam-
paign manager for the Wheeling 
Independent Party (WHIP), which 
won four village trustee seats in 
1974 after several village officials 
were indicted for extortion. 

She won a trustee seat in 1979, 
and was elected village president 
in 1981. The only election she's 
lost since was a bid for Cook 
County commissioner, running as 
a Democrat, in 1989 at the start 
of her third term as village presi-
dent. 

"If she had won, we would have 
been left without a village presi-
dent," said Abruscato, a Republi-
can. "I believe President Schultz 
has other goals on the horizon. I 
don't feel we should look for aspi-
rations outside the village until 
our terms are up." 

Schultz supporters, however, 
note that she's experienced, con-
nected and better qualified than 
Abruscato to lead the village. 

"So many of the things that af-
fect the Village of Wheeling affect 
the whole region," said Trustee 
Lois Galilee. "We have many state 
highways that criss-cross town, we 
have an airport that we're joint 
owners of, we have storm water 
problems that are regionwide. We 
have to address these issues. Sheila 
knows the process, and she knows 
how to get things done." 

For the last 12 years, Wheeling 
Village President Sheila Schultz 
has governed with a regional per-
spective, promoting the village as 
a prominent community in the 
northwest suburbs. 

As a member of several regional 
planning groups, Schultz is work-
ing on efforts to bring the north-
west suburbs a new garbage land-
fill, commuter rail line and 
comprehensive flood-control plan. 

Her theory is that what is good 
for the northwest suburbs is good 
for Wheeling. 
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SELECTION 

Northwest suburban mayoral contests 

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS: 

Mulder unseats Schroeder 
Village Trustee Arlene Mulder captures the 
village presidency by defeating the interim 
president, another trustee and a newcomer. 

BARRINGTON: 

Hamelberg edges Forsberg 
Village Trustee Ronald M. Hamelberg 
apparently outpolls incumbent Village 
President Theodore J. Forsberg. 

DES PLAINES: 

Sherwood defeats Albrecht 
Retired businessman Edward "Ted" 
Sherwood outpolls Mayor D. Michael 
Abrecht and alderman. 

HANOVER PARK: 

Crawshaw gains third term 
Incumbent Village President Sonya A. 
Crawshaw defeated former trustee Frank 
Dalla Valle to win third term. 

LAKE BARRINGTON: 

Hemphill unseats Smith 
Village Trustee Barry Hemphill is elected, 
upsetting Village President Nancy K. 
Smith's bid for a second full term. 

ELK GROVE VILLAGE: 

Gallitano takes over 
Village Trustee Dennis J. Gallitano 
defeats two fellow trustees to become first 
new mayor in 22 years. 

• 
Schultz rolls to fourth term 
Wheeling mayor turns back Abruscato challenge 

a I-1 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz, the new dean of 
Northwest suburban mayors, cap-
tured an unprecedented fourth 
term Tuesday, easily turning back 
a challenge from Trustee Judy 
Abruscato. 

"I think the election showed that 
the voters approved of what I 
thought was important for the vil-
lage president to do," she said. 

With 26 of 28 precincts reporting, 
the unofficial tallies showed  

Schultz leading with 1,430 votes to 
Abruscato's 851 votes. 

"It looks like Mrs. Schultz is vil-
lage president again," Abruscato 
said. 

With the retirement of Elk 
Grove Village President Charles 
Zettek this year, Schultz, 63, now 
becomes the longest-serving may-
or in the Northwest suburbs with 
12 years in office. She will have 
served for 16 years by the time she 
completes her new term. 

"Being compared in any way to 
Chuck Zettek is an awesome re-
sponsibility. He had many more  

years and served several terms election in 1985, Schultz tallied 
longer than I. I hope to live up to 1,250 votes vs. the 606 her nearest 
that expectation as best I can," challenger received. 
she said. Abruscato, 59, has been a village 

Schultz has used those years to trustee since 1991 and lost a bid for 
increase her profile as a regional village clerk in 1981. She has two 
suburban leader, currently sere- years left in her term on the vil-
ing as north Cook County commis- lage board. In 1987, Abruscato was 
sioner with the Northeastern Illi- named to the village's zoning 
nois Planning Commission and board of appeals. 
acting previously as the president Schultz said that during her next 
of the Northwest Municipal Con- term, she wants to develop ways 
ference. Last year, running as a to offer the same level of munici- 
Democrat, she lost a race for the pal services in light of the expect- 
Cook County Board. ed loss of Illinois income tax sur- 

In her last contested mayoral charge money. 

Wheeling Village President Sheila H. Schultz accepts a 
celebratory gift after she captured an unprecedented fourth term 
Tuesday. Daily Herald Photo/Bill Zars 

UNCONTESTED: James A. Kempe in Barrington Hills; Catherine Melchert in 
Bartlett; James M. Peterson in Deer Park; Michael J. O'Malley in Hoffman Estates; 
Donna Thomas in Inverness; Lenore Simmons in Long Grove; and Warren Fuller 
in South Barrington. Daily Herald Graphic 

MOUNT PROSPECT: 

Farley fends off foursome 
Incumbent Village President Gerald L. 
"Skip" Farley bested two newcomers and a 
pair of trustees to win a second term. 

PALATINE: 

Mullins survives battle with Jones 
Incumbent Village President Rita Mullins 
won a second term, beating Wendell Jones, 
the GOP-endorsed former village president. 

STREAMWOOD: 

Roth survives challenge 
Incumbent Billie D. Roth wins second term 
by defeating former deputy police chief and 
park board president. 

ti 
P 

WHEELING: 

Schultz wins fourth term 
Incumbent Village President Sheila H. 
Schultz won a fourth term by defeating 
Village Trustee Judy Abruscato. 



• 

Incumbent mayor 
gains fourtiLterm 

41-61a-c43  
By IRV LEAVITT race, and I'm happy and 

proud that I did the best I 
could." 

It looked like a clean "I've got two years left to 
sweep for the Wheeling go as a trustee, and I've got 
Progress Party as 12-year 29,300 people to serve. I'll 
Village President Sheila always be there for them." 
Schultz led her party to vic- There was a lot of sup- 
tories over all corners. port for the losing party, 

Schultz beat challenging like the 30-year-resident 
Trustee Judy Abruscato by who, leaving her Whipple-
1,427 to 861, in unofficial tree Village polling place, 
totals. said, "I want Judy Abrus- 

"It's not coattails," said cato to get in right now. 
Schultz Tuesday night. She's the only one who's 
"Just good candidates who done anything for about 15 
worked very hard." years." 

STAFF WRITER 

Schultz's party wins clean sweep 

• 
"Everybody worked. No 

one was coasting." 

Clean race 
Incumbent Elizabeth 

Hartmann, with 1,277 votes, 
Robert Todd with 1,255, and 
Wayne Wisinski, with 1,116, 
all won. Sue Smedinghoff, 
with 1,013, Cheryl Fitzpa-
trick, with 927 votes, and 
Mike Lynch, with 897 votes, 
lost. 

`It's always bad when you 
don't win," said Abruscato. 
"But we had a good clean 

Happy with effort 
Another Abruscato sup-

porter this one from the 
Arlington Club, said, "for 
some reason, this complex 
often puts somebody in or 
somebody out." 

It didn't happen in the 
last park district recreation 
center referendum, and it 
didn't happen this time. 

Of all Abruscato's Citi-
zens for Wheeling Party 
candidates, Smedinghoff 
came the closest to winning.  

She trailed third-place 
Wayne Wisinski by 103 
votes, unofficially. 

"Whether I win or lose," 
she said early in the eve-
ning, "I'm pretty damn 
proud of my showing, the 
first time out. It had a lot to 
do with my ability to get out 
and meet the people," she 
said. 

Trustee candidate Mike 
Lynch, who lost for the sec-
ond time in two years, said, 
"the people have spoken. 
They want her (Schultz). I 
don't really think they know 
what they're doing. They 
don't realize their board is 
spending hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars defending a 
racist police chief." 

"They said they're going 
to open up the village on 
Saturday — lets see it. She 
hasn't done it in 12 years." 

The Schultz clerk candi-
date that promised to per-
sonally open the village 
office Saturdays, Jeannne 
Selander, defeated Mike 
Kurgan soundly, 1,309 to 
899. 

Wheeling Village President Sheila Schultz 
leaves the Heritage Park community center 
with residents Pat Hancock and Carolyn 

Tim J. Tuffy/Pioneer Press 

Clemens after casting her ballot in Tuesday's 
election. Early returns showed her with a lead 
over her opponent, Judy Abruscato. 



National Louis considers 
Wheeling site for campus 

By IRV LEAVITT 

.„..------SZAFF WRITE 

Wheeling may getting its first college 
soon, moving into i s largest office building. 
Whether it actually arrives may depend on 
exactly what's coming. 

The Capitol Commerce Center, at Wolf 
and Palatine Roads, is in receivership. The 
New York bank that took possession has 
sold the stark grey and black-glass mid-rise 
central building to National Louis Univer-
sity for expansion. The sale is contingent 
on whether the Wheeling village board 
grants a variance to allow a new school in 
town. 

A sticking point may be whether the uni-
versity would declare itself non-profit, thus 
depriving local schools and governments of 
about a quarter-million dollars in property 
taxes. About an eighth of that now goes to 
the village. 

Del Stoner, Louis senior vice-president 
for finance, said the university hasn't 
decided if it will or won't. 

Wheeling plan commissioners, queried 
whether they'd rather have a school that 
might be a tax drain or a tax-paying client, 
said they'd rather have the taxpayer. But 
that was before the sale was made, before 
they knew which school it was, and when 
they were under the impression the build-
ing would be used for administration alone, 
not classrooms. They liked the idea of the 
status a university would bring, but they 
also wanted the dollars that students come 
with. 

Stoner said most of the administration 
offices now at 4709 Golf Road in Skokie  

would move to the new building, at 1000 
Capitol Drive. He said there would be some 
classrooms, and eventually the school 
would plan to use the whole building. 

First, he said he must negotiate with the 
few tenants in the building, including 
Joseph J. Freed and Associates, its former 
owner and principal tenant. Stoner said 
many of the tenants want to "negotiate 
out" because they signed their leases when 
the office rental market was higher than it 
is now. 

But even if all tenants leave, Stoner isn't 
promising when the building would be full 
of classrooms. He said that eventually, the 
building would serve "the entire northwest 
quadrant" of prospective students. 

He said Wheeling should expect lucrative 
traffic from frequent seminars and confer- 
ences, but not necessarily from Louis' typi-
cal crop of adult students. 

"Why would they eat?" asked Stoner. 
"Our students go to school from six to ten 
(a.m.) and four to six in the evening. They 
maybe grab a bite at home on the way in." 

Students might not spend too much time 
or money in Wheeling, because a Palatine 
Road expressway entrance is right at the 
site, drawing them to and from the school, 
perhaps encouraging them to avoid village 
streets and businesses. 

He said about half Lewis' 16,000 students 
at several U.S. campuses, and a small Pol- 
ish one, are in "adult degree-completion 
programs." 

Louis' primary business is as a graduate 
teacher's college. Its headquarters is in 
Evanston, and the university has just 
bought the old Wheaton courthouse for 
another expansion project. 

s 6-73  

Wheeling awards contracts 
for s er road projects Villages make  

By IRV LEAVITT 

Buffalo Grove and eeling ye finished 
cutting their celebrated land swap, and not 
unexpectedly have left the Wheeling Park 
District out of it. 

"It's not the end of the world," sighed 
Wheeling Parks Superintendent Karop Bav-
ougian. His district hoped to gain the .4 acre 
of land Buffalo Grove owns between the 
ninth green and the tenth tee of its Chevy 
Chase Country Club Golf Course, so it could 
finally fence in the links. 

Wheeling officials saw little reason to push 

• land deal 
wanted. fq 7-3  

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Motorists in Wheeling soon 
should find it easier to get 
around the village, now that 
contracts have been awarded 
for a series of road improve-
ment projects. 

The Wheeling village board 
Monday unanimously agreed to 
award Palumbo Bros. Inc. of 
Hillside a $627,221.50 contract to 
make improvements to more 
than 3.1 miles of village streets. 
The work is scheduled to start 
in the summer. 

Wheeling neighborhoods tar-
geted to receive most of the 
roadwork include the Tahoe 
Village subdivision on the west 
side of Wheeling and the 
Meadowbrook and Shadow 
Bend subdivisions on the east 
side of town. 

Other areas targeted for the 
repairs include Mockingbird 
Lane on the northwest side of 
the village, part of Foster AVe-
nue on the south side of the vil-
lage and a section of Wheeling 
Road in the center of town. 

Improvements planned in-
clude curb and gutter repairs, 
pavement marking, pothole 

BY MICHELLE MARTIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

patching and related work. 
Wheeling Village Manager 

Craig G. Anderson said officials 
decided it was necessary to 
have such work done this year 
to maintain the quality of vil-
lage streets. Anderson said vil-
lage officials hope to avoid 
more costly repairs that would 
be required if the village were 
to delay the work. 

Under the recently approved 
1993-94 village budget, officials 
had allocated $840,000 for the 
project, making it one of the 
largest capital expenditures in 
an otherwise conservative 
spending plan. 

The village will pay for the 
project with funds earmarked 
for road and bridge repairs and 
Wheeling's share of state motor 
fuel tax revenue. 

Palumbo was awarded the 
contract over three other firms 
vying for Wheeling's business. 
The company bid $92,716.50, or 
12.9 percent less than engineers 
estimated the project would 
cost. 

Wheeling trustees Monday 
also hired Crystal Lake-based 
Baxter & Woodman Inc. as the 
project's engineers, at a cost of 
$57,900. 

prevent a dispute. 
Under an intergovernmental 

agreement, Wheeling would 
have to zone the property for 
single-family detached housing, 
single-family attached housing 
or office and research. But Buf-
falo Grove Village Manager 
William R. Balling said it would 
be difficult for Buffalo Grove to 
enforce the agreement. 

"The board should under-
stand that we're taking a leap 
of faith with the village of 
Wheeling on this," Balling said. 

About a year ago, the owners 
of Lou Malnati's bought the lot 
south of the restaurant for addi-
tional parking. 

But Wheeling's zoning laws 
do not allow a free-standing 
parking lot without a business 
in the village, so the restaurant 
owners asked to bring the park-
ing lot into Buffalo Grove. 

The property on the north-
west corner of Lake-Cook and 
Buffalo Grove roads, was in-
cluded in the deal to help 
straighten the villages' bor-
ders. 

The changes will take effect 
after the Wheeling village 
board votes on them May 3. 

The rest of the deal was passed by the 
Buffalo Grove board Monday night, and will 
probably be approved in Wheeling next 
month. 

The land the Malnati family bought for a 
parking lot-office building south of its Buf-
falo Grove Road restaurant goes to Buffalo 
Grove, so it can be economically served with 
water and sewer. The house on the northwest 
corner of Buffalo Grove and Lake-Cook Road 
also goes into Buffalo Grove, along with the 
responsibility to pay for the crossing guard 

6 It tends to be a useless lit-
tle piece of property! 

William Reid 
Trustee 

and handle all accidents on the corner. The 
Herff property, just south of the Malnati lot, 
stays in Wheeling, though that town had 
forcibly annexed it months ago while Buffalo 
Grove was in the process of annexing it vol-
untarily. 

Commercial development nixed 
But an agreement between the two towns 

keeps it from being developed commercially, 
a bane of Buffalo Grove planning for the 
area, but welcomed by Wheeling, as evi-
denced by the new Wal-Mart and Sam's 
Warehouse a block east. 

Earlier, Buffalo Grove whetted Wheeling's 
appetite for the deal by constructing a side-
walk across unincorporated territory on Dun-
dee Road between the two towns, an amenity 
Wheeling had requested. 

Buffalo Grove trustees 
moved to straighten the village 
boundaries by annexing two 
lots near the corner of Buffalo 
Grove and Lake-Cook roads 
and agreeing to let Wheeling 
annex a parcel east of Buffalo 
Grove Road near Aptakisic 
Road. 

The two parcels that Buffalo 
Grove will annex are already in 
Wheeling. One of them is the lot 
just south of Lou Malnati's Piz-
zeria, which will become anoth-
er parking lot for the restaurant 
after the annexation. 

The other lot is northwest of 
the intersection of Buffalo 
Grove and Lake-Cook roads. It 
will require the village to main-
tain and patrol the intersection. 

That will mean Wheeling will 
have no frontage along Lake-
Cook Road between Route 83 
and Buffalo Grove Road. 

As a concession, Buffalo 
Grove without objection agreed 
to let Wheeling annex the two 
acres near Aptakisic Road. 
Wheeling already annexed the 
property, but it wanted Buffalo 
Grove's blessing in order to 

Buffalo Grove endorses 
Wheeling annexation plan 

It's not the end of the 
world.5 

Karop Bavougian 
Superintendent 
Wheeling Parks 

for its inclusion in the swaps of small land 
parcels, partly because they expected, per-
haps rightly, that Buffalo Grove trustees 
would want their town reimbursed for the 
land. 

Unlikely to give it away 
"It tends to be a useless little piece of 

property," said Trustee William Reid Tues-
day. But he added his village would be 
unlikely to give it away anyway. 

Bavougian said he will not recommend to 
his board they withhold a cheap lease or sale 
of land on Dundee Road in front of the 
aquatic and recreation centers that the vil-
lage of Wheeling wants for a fountain, 
though that was the deal the Park District 

op 





fi e hotcLo en house 

• 
Wheeling firefighters use 
power tools to cut "victim" 
Lt. Richard Theobald from a 
wrecked car during a dem-
onstration at Saturday's 
open house. 

Police, 
PHOTOS By ROB DICKER 

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

T
hree years ago, the 
Wheeling Fire 
department held an 

open house to show off 
skills and equipment, and 
teach fire prevention in the 
bargain. Last year, they 
were joined by the fire 
department. Saturday, those 
two crews, plus the health 
and operations and 
maintenance (public works) 
departments, welcomed 
throngs of Wheeling 
residents to 255 W. Dundee 
in a celebratory 
demonstration of their tax 
dollars at work. 

Onlookers got a chance 
to see how police dog 
Laisiar Von Shudys sniffs 
out dope under the watchful 
eye of his partner, Bill 
Benson. They also got to 
see how televised sewer  

inspection works, as we 
a variety of fire departme t 
techniques, including 
sprinkler demonstrations, 
cutting a victim out of a 
crushed car, and the Flight 
for Life helicopter. 

There was pro bono fat 
percentage testing, 
glaucoma/cataract screening 
and blood pressure checks 
from the health department 
for those with an eye toward 
a little free medical 
guidance. 

And there was an 
opportunity for youngsters 
looking for the latest in 
boffo headgear, as Buffalo 
Grove's Michael Solovy, 11, 
sporting a SWAT team lid, 
and Stephan Rossi, 21/2, 
wearing the latest in plastic 
fire chapeaux while 
squinting into the sun, as 
he and his mother Terri 
watch the helicopter touch 
down. 

Michael Solovy, 11, of Buf-
falo Grove, straps on a 
SWAT Team helmet. 

• 
Sharing the road with the talking police car, Tony Marchetti, 
2, Aric Goldfreed, 4, and Max Goldfreed, 6, receive bicycle 
safety tips. 

K-9 Officer Bill Benson leads his dog Laser through a 
demonstration of narcotics detection. 



DON'T 
TRY THIS 
AT HOME 
Car crash "victim" 
Lt. Richard 
Theobald is held 
still with a neck 
brace as Wheeling 
firefighters work to 
extricate him 
during a 
demonstration at 
Saturday's open 
house. 
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vehicle. Fire officials also will 
demonstrate firefighting sprin-

Wheeling residents will get to klers.
Also, the village health de- see how their municipal gov-

partment will sponsor a health ernment works at an open 
house extravaganza village of-

chambers of the municipal 
fair beinglield in the council 

ficials are holding today at the
building. administrative center at 255 W. 

Dundee Road. The health fair will include 16 
The event, running from 10 or 17 agencies doing health 

a.m. to 2 p.m. will include 'eenings for blood pressure, 

fra
tours of the fire, police and op- glaucoma, cholesterol, back ail- 
erations and maintenance — meets and a host of other physi- 
public works — departments cal checks, officials said. 
along with displays related to Additionally, local concerns their functions. including Wheeling Township 

"The event is to provide the and Northwest Community 
resident the opportunity to see Hospital, from Arlington 
their various village depart- Heights, will provide informa- 
ments, to see the equipment tion to visitors on health, envi- 
used by those departments and  ronmental and safety-related 
to get a better idea of where issues. 
their tax dollars are going," The Wheeling Park District 
Wheeling Fire Chief Keith S. will also have a small "Safety 
MacIsaac said. Town" bicycle safety course on 

Police exhibits include over- the village municipal center 
views of the Drug Abuse Resist- grounds for the children. And ance Education program and a puppet shows, movies and a 
training demonstration by chance to meet with the police 
Laiser, the police dog, and visi- and fire chiefs are planned for 
tors will get to tour the North- children as well. 
ern Illinois Police Alarm Ser-

The nationally known charac- vice truck outfitted with emer-
ter McGruff, the "crime-fight- gency equipment.
ing dog," and Sparky, The fire department will
prevention dog,"will both be on demonstrate how they free an
hand to greet visitors to the accident victim from a wrecked daylong open house. 

Wheeling backs airport's 
resolution for larger planes 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Wheeling village board on 
Monday approved a resolution al-
lowing some airplanes weighing 
more than 35 tons to use 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport, de-
spite objections from neighbors 
who raised concerns about noise 
levels and safety. 

With Trustee Judy Abruscato 
dissenting, Wheeling trustees 
backed a resolution from the 
Palwaukee Airport Commission 
allowing five larger-model air-
planes not yet on the market to use 
the airport. 

Airport officials said 
Palwaukee's corporate tenants 
sought the resolution to find out if 
aircraft they may purchase in the 
future would be allowed to use the 
airport. 

"The corporations need to know 
if they can use these aircraft be-
fore they order them," Wheeling 
Village Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said. 

However, about 20 neighbors 
raised concerns that the larger 
planes would be noisier and that 
the airport was too small for them. 

"If I wanted to live next to 
O'Hare, I would have bought a 

Wheeling invites residents 
to peek ins inside goverment 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

home in Chicago," said Mary Nal-
len, a resident of West Manchester 
Drive near the airport. "You're 
going to have tO face the fact a 
plane is going to crash into a home 
or a school — are you ready for 
that?". 

Airport officials said the planes 
the corporations are eyeing are 
quieter than the ones they now 
own. And the number of flights 
from the airport won't increase, 
said Michael F. Zonsius, assistant 
airport manager for finance and 
administration. 

"It is the intent to replace air-
craft with these new generation 
aircraft," he said. 

William A. Rogers, a former 
Wheeling trustee who still sits on 
the commission, urged rejection of 
the measure, saying the airport 
couldn't handle the larger planes. 

"Some limits have to be placed 
on this airport because of its size 
and what it's supposed to do," 
Rogers said. 

Wheeling owns the airport under 
an intergovernmental agreement 
with Prospect Heights. Prospect 
Heights officials have not yet dis-
cussed the measure, which must 
be approved by that city council to 
be enacted. 



By iRVLEAVITT ( 

XELWRITER 

The ranks of anticm dealers in Wheeling 
will expand exponentially when 38 more 
converge on the village's south side next 
month. 

Mount Prospect will soon wreck the 
building now housing the Antique Center of 
Illinois, and one of the oldest antique malls 
in the Midwest will pull up stakes and head 
for Wheeling. 

Operators claim their heavily-advertised 
mall will draw other dealers and retail cus-
tomers from all over the area to the Wolf 
Point Shopping Center, a sedate retail out-
post at Wolf and Camp McDonald Roads. 

"It can only improve the traffic," said 
Irwin Brill, who takes over the business 
from long-time owner Bea Coe when it 
moves from Mount Prospect to Wheeling 
around June 1. 

Getting the heave ho 
Mount Prospect forced the mall to move 

when the village decided to rehab the key 
triangle of Northwest Highway, Central Ave-
nue and Route 83. The mall comes nearly 
full circle, having originated in Prospect 
Heights eighteen years ago. 

The 7,200 square-foot Wolf Point space 
had been coveted by two west suburban 
men as a home for their planned billiard 
hall, but they could not reach an agreement 
on rent, according to the shopping center 
owner. 

`t The mall itself is in the rental business, 
parceling out space to independent dealers 
at $1.95 a square foot. A dealer with the 
minimum booth size of 96 square feet offers 
his wares while paying a tariff of $187 a 
month. 

"Where can a person go, and for only a 
few hundred dollars, open up a business? 
It's the coming thing," said Brill. "This 
(mall) was one of the first in the business, 
and now they're springing up all over." 

Let's make a deal 
The mall is split up into five or six sec-

tions daily, and dealers sell the items in 
their booth, as well as those in booths of 
fellow dealers. Dorothy Oudshoorn, who has 
sold in the mall about seven years, says she 
can depend on the other dealers to sell her 
items as readily as their own. 

"It's great. You don't have to work all the 
time, and you have time to go out and buy," 
said Oudshoorn, adding the typical dealer 
works the mall five days a month. 

Brill has sold space for several display 
cases to other people who will rarely come 
to the site at all. He took the mall concept a 
step further in the new location by renting 
out showcases to craftspeople and search 
services. 

The display cases will show the work of 
those who repair crystal, music boxes, jew-
elry, rattan, clocks, lamps, brass and silver, 
as well as those who seek out matches for 
silverware and china sets. 

uommis ion rejects useu car lot 
By IRV LEAV 

STAFF WRITER Q 

The Wheeling Plan Commission has 
a vision of the future of Milwaukee 
Avenue. It doesn't include any more 
used car dealerships. 

SEE EDITORIAL 
■ Page 14 

"We have a real commitment to see 
Milwaukee Avenue improve," said 
commissioner Ellen Butor, part of the 
4-1 majority that voted to recommend 
the village council not grant a special 
use for a dealership at 502 N. Milwau-
kee. "There needs to be drastic, sweep-
ing change on Milwaukee Avenue, and 
part of that is not to perpetuate this 
kind of thing," added Commission 
Chairman Paul Eisterhold. 

That's what Tom and Roxanne Malo 
found out last week when commission-
ers decided they wouldn't recommend 
approval of a special use permit for 
them to sell used cars on property they 
want to buy from Roxanne's father, 
longtime car dealer Frank Mauro. 

Commissioners said it didn't matter 
if Tom Malo is a top-flight used car 
operator, who enjoyed success working 
for his father-in-law. Mauro has owned 
several new-car dealerships over the 
years, including a giant auto mall on 
Route 41 near Kenosha. 

Roxanne Malo, a partner in Winnet- 

ka's Village Green Realty, told commis-
sioners she admired their efforts, but 
wanted to be an asset to the village, 
not a detriment. Commissioner Terry 
Steilen told her he believed her, but 
added, "Today, it's you. The next day, 
the next year, who is it if you decide to 
leave? Historically, used car dealers 
have had a more detrimental than pos-
itive impact. It's our responsibility to 
look out for the future." 

After hearing promises to landscape 
the property any way the village 
requested, Commissioner Otis Hedlund 
said, "I don't think it's a matter of site 
improvement, but the kind of busi-
ness." 

"It'd be one less vacant lot," 
retorted the Realtor. "One less For 
Sale sign. One less property that needs 
improvement." 

Commissioner Frank Proietti agreed. 
"I don't see anything wrong with it," 
he said. He differed from the commis-
sioners, who felt new cars or even new 
motorcycle sales would be preferable to 
used cars. Used car lots have long been 
considered a blight on Milwaukee Ave-
nue. 

Roxanne Malo said the property, 
slightly less than two acres, is extraor-
dinarily difficult to sell because of the 
hodgepodge of structures owned by 
Prospect Heights' George Wilson on its 
north end. There are several old build-
ings crammed into a couple acres 
there, housing a body shop and disc 
jockey service, among other unrelated  

businesses. They are set off by an 
eclectic selection of old cars and trucks 
in various states of repair. 

But by Monday, four days after the 
commission vote, she had found a pos-
sible solution. She was attempting to 
make a deal with the owner of the 
cookie factory to the south of the pro-
spective used car dealership. Cookie 
Specialties Inc. is seeking to expand to 
Mauro's building, which comes within 
inches of his own. But the owner 
hasn't budgeted enough to buy it for 
several years. Monday, Malo was work-
ing on a deal for him to lease with an 
option to buy. 

She said she would still much prefer 
selling used cars on the site her family 
has owned for a couple of decades. 
There wouldn't have been any question 
of the Malo's ability to do so if village 
staffers hadn't maintained the property 
was not used for the purpose, and was 
in fact vacant, for over a year. In 
Wheeling, car sales is one of those land 
uses that requires a special use permit 
for a new business, or one that has lain 
fallow for a year. 

Malo said there were cars sold on 
the property in 1992, but she couldn't 
come up with any bills of sale marked 
with the address. She said the corpo-
rate headquarters was at her father's 
shuttered Mount Prospect Cadillac 
agency, and all the bills were so 
marked. Part of the building is cur-
rently being used for a car financing 
operation of Mauro's. 

Planning error 
marks Strong St. 

Wheeling on the brink 
of becoming antique? 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Those who cannot remem-
ber the past are condemned 
to relive it. George Santa-
yana, 1863-1952. 

Wheeling planning offi-
cials remember, and don't 
want to perpetuate what 
they see as past mistakes. 

The Strong Street neigh-
borhood was a veritable 
playground of planning 
errors for years, but current 
officials have steadily 
moved away from spot zon-
ing that has held back the 
neighborhood. 

Much of the damage has 
already been done, but offi-
cials went on record last 
week with their opposition 
to any new structures that 
would perpetuate high den- 

a reform group took over 
village hall, they reversed 
the decision, but were over-
ruled in court. They were 
ordered to stand by the pre-
vious administration's rul-
ings. 

The apartments were 
built, and continued to go 
up into the 1980s. But zon-
ing ordinances were eventu-
ally passed requiring limits 
to density, and commission-
ers decided last week they 
want no variances afforded 
to William Noonan of Pros-
pect Heights so he can 
build a six-flat at 268 7th St. 

They instead suggested 
he build a four flat that, 
from the outside, would 
look pretty much the same 
as its neighbors, but have 
fewer people living inside. 
It could be built with four 
garages on the ground floor, 
keeping that many cars out 
of an area with a lot of out-
door and on-street parking. 

Noonan asserted that he 
had queried neighbors, who 
had no problems with the 
six-flat. 

Low rent 
Commission chairman 

Paul Eisterhold said he 
wasn't surprised by the feel-
ings of other apartment 
building owners. "They 
don't perceive a problem 
because they don't admit 
there is one. They don't 
care. They just want to get 
the biggest buck for (rent- 

nronerties that  

sities in the neighborhood. 
Over the last two 

decades, a procession of six-
flats were built up and 
down Seventh Street, north 
and south of Strong. Plan 
Commissioners voted unani-
mously last week to recom-
mend the village board 
prevent the erection of 
another. They did so even 
though it would rise on a 
vacant lot between two of 
the present squat struc-
tures. 

Apartment packs 
In the mid-seventies, in 

what is now considered a 
questionable move, village 
officials approved many lots 
for the densely-packed 
apartment buildings. When 

(Continued on page 21) 

the large number of single-
family homeowners in the 
neighborhood, on 7th and 
elsewhere. These now 
include Picardy I and II, a 
few blocks north of Strong. 
In between, at Mayer and 
Wolf Roads, the commis-
sioners, spurred by Village 
Planner Mark Janeck, 
recently twisted the arm of 
a developer who wanted to 
build townhouses. A new 
single-family development 
will go there instead. 

Commissioners believe 
that even if they allowed 
nine necessary variances to 
Noonan's plan, he still 
couldn't have the 13 park-
ing spaces he planned for 
the building. They found his 
layout didn't consider hand- 
icapped spaces or room for 
a garbage dumpster. 

They also didn't accept 
his complaint that the 
neighborhood wasn't good 
enough to support more 
than $650 rent for a 2-bed-
room apartment. They felt 
he could make an accept-
able profit on the building 
while staying close to vil-
lage zoning limits of 10 
units per acre for multiple-
family density. 

Eisterhold is loath to rec-
ommend approval for any 
residences in the village 
without garage space, not 
only because of the parking 
problem, but because of the 
junk suburbanites collect. 

"I've had it up to 
here ... people want the bar-
becue grill, the bicycles, but 
there's no place to go with 
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Non-union village workers 
to get 3.5percent pay hike 

Wheeling agrees to swap 
land with Buffalo Grove 
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TIF 
put to 
the test 

By IRV LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

The fut e of Mil-
waukee Avenue might 
be significantly altered 
if new development on 
Wheeling's doorstep 
proceeds, combined 
with planning envi-
sioned by officials. 

A new restaurant is 
seeking to build on a 
vacant lot three doors 
north of Don Roth's 
Restaurant, 61 N. Mil-
waukee Avenue. Staff-
ers and commissioners 
like the idea of the two 
eateries buying up the 
lots between them. It 
would afford them 
both additional park-
ing, and the village a 
consistent land use on 
one coner of a crucial 
Wheeling intersection. 
The mini-Restaurant 
Row would be directly 
across the street from 
(Continued on page 21)  

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees have ap-
proved a 3.5 percent across-the-
board salary increase for about 
40 of the village's clerical, pro-
fessional and supervisory em-
ployees. 

The village board recently 
approved the salary hike that 
takes effect retroactive to May 
1 for those groups of municipal 
employees who do not have un-
ion representation. 

Under the new salary sched-
ule, all the village workers 
from a starting finance clerk, 
who makes $18,771 annually, to 
the deputy police and deputy 
fire chiefs, who could earn 
$62,858 at the top of the pay 
scale, received increases. 

Village Finance Director 
Robert W. Fialkowski said 
Wheeling employees graduate 
to different levels along the pay 
scale based on the recommen-
dations of their supervisors and 
Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson. 

In February, Anderson him-
self was awarded a salary in-
crease by trustees, hiking his  

yearly pay from $72,450 to 
$78,000. 

Department heads have their 
annual compensation set indivi-
dually by the village manager 
and are not on the recently in-
creased pay schedule, Fial-
kowski said. 

Last year, village employees 
in those categories received 
about a 4 percent pay raise, Fi-
alkowski said. 

Those village employees 
received a pay increase quietly 
at a time when Wheeling offi-
cials are still negotiating with 
several other worker groups. 

Currently, the village is hold-
ing talks with its firefighters for 
a new pact to replace the last 
four-year agreement, which ex-
pired April 30. Talks are also 
still under way with the vil-
lage's patrol officers, public 
works employees, community 
service officers, record clerks 
and communications operators, 
who handle emergency calls. 

Outside of the community 
service officers, those groups 
had an April 30 deadline in their 
contracts for receiving pay 
raises, which all of them and 
the village didn't meet. 

I 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees approved a 
land swap agreement with Buf-
falo Grove to straighten village 
boundaries, with the condition 
that Buffalo Grove trustees 
deny a land owner's request to 
annex to that village. 

Wheeling trustees entered 
into an agreement with Buffalo 
Grove trustees that allows Buf-

' falo Grove to annex the lot just 
south of Lou Malnati's Pizzeria 
at 85 S. Buffalo Grove Road. 

Restaurateur Mark Malnati 
had sought to annex into Buffa-
lo Grove so he can build a park-
ing lot on the parcel not allowed 
under Wheeling's zoning ordi-
nances. 

"There's an advantage to 
Buffalo Grove, there's an ad- • 
vantage to Malnati's and some 
advantage to Wheeling," said 
Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig G. Anderson. 

The agreement also allows 
Buffalo Grove to annex a lot 
northwest of the intersection of 
Buffalo Grove and Lake-Cook 
roads. It requires Buffalo 
Grove maintain and patrol that 
intersection. 

In return, Buffalo Grove will 
let Wheeling annex a two-acre 
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the planned Crossroads retail 
development on the north-
west corner of Dundee and 
Milwaukee. 

The move could solve 
another problem, as well. 
Cole Taylor Bank, on Dundee 
Road southeast of Don 
Roth's, loses its access to 
Milwaukee with the incipient 
widening of the intersection. 
It could get a new lane to 
Route 21 in a three-way deal 
with the two restaurants. 

"Let's go TIF!" Plan Corn-
Aission Chairman Paul Eis-
erhold said enthusiastically, 
lough perhaps a bit prema- 

ture. There's plenty of money 
in the Tax increment Finance 
District coffers, since it's 
been used mainly just to buy 
up small parcels for the 
Crossroads. But the deal will 
first be proposed to the par-
ties involved, encouraging 
them to handle it themselves. 
The lots in question are now ;•i 
occupied by a private home Cls) 
and the Drum Center musical 
instrument store. The owners 
of both would be encouraged 
and assisted in relocating 
within the village, according 
to Village Planner Mark 
Janeck. 
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parcel at the northwest corner 
of Buffalo Grove and Aptakistic 
roads. Wheeling trustees ap-
proved the agreement with the 
condition that Buffalo Grove 
trustees formally deny a re-
quest for voluntary annexation 
made by Ronald Herff, execu-
tor of the estate owning a 1.7 
acre parcel at the corner. 

Under Buffalo Grove's com-
prehensive plan, that site is 
designated for multifamily 
housing, while Wheeling's plan 
calls for commercial develop-
ment there. Wheeling Trustee 
Lois J. Gaffke said the condi-
tion should be added to the 
agreement seeking denial of the 
Herff request, to control devel-
opment at that corner. 

"I have a certain amount of 
trepidation about approving a 
boundary agreement with Buf-
falo Grove with such nebulous 
ideas about how the (Herff) 
property will be developed," 
she said. 

Herff had said previously it 
would be easier to get sewer 
and water utilities to the parcel 
from Buffalo Grove. Anderson 
said the pact includes a clause 
allowing it to be changed later 
if both towns agree. 

Buffalo Grove trustees had 
approved the boundary agree-
ment last month. 
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WHALING VILLAGE BOARD NOTES 

C  Mayor proclaims 
workplace safety week 

Wheeling Village President 
Sheila H. Schultz proclaimed the 
week of June 6 to June 12 to be 
Safety In The Workplace Week in 
Wheeling. 

With her proclamation Schultz 
urged village residents to join 
members of the Occupational 
Safety and Health Association Chi-
cago North area office and the 
Northeastern Illinois Chapter 
American Society of Safety Engi-
neers in their attempts to improve 
safety in the workplace. 

Trustees to reduce 
Class B liquor licenses 

Wheeling trustees agreed to re-
duce the number of Class B liquor 
licenses in the village by one from 
17 to 16. 

The village board made the re- 

d ction on the recommendation 
from the villag staff which noted 
that one restaurant with the class 
B licenses, the Tien Tsin Restau-
rant, is now closed. 

Board accepts sewer 
service for subdivision 

The Wheeling village board 
tenatively accepted the sanitary 
sewer to serve Yi's Sixth Avenue 
subdivision. 

The village had tested the sewer 
and determined it was installed 
according to village code provi-
sions. The village will hold a 
$1,162.04 surety maintenance bond 
for a year after the tenative ac-
ceptance. 

Trustees waive 
festival surety bond 

Wheeling trustees agreed to 
again waive the $1,000 surety bond 
normally required for festivals. 

_ - 

The church is conducting its an-
nual Familyfest from June 30 
through to July 5. The village has 
previously waived the surety bond 
requirement for the church. The 
village board also awarded a class 
G liquor license to the church for 
the event. 

Centennial Committee 
gets OK for tag day 

Wheeling trustees agreed to al-
low the Wheeling Centennial Com-
mittee to hold a tag day May 22 to 
raise funds for the group. The vil-
lage board also agreed to allow 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
11303 to hold tag days May 28 and 
May 29. 

Village amends 
watering restrictions 

Wheeling trustees amended vil-
lage lawn watering restrictions al-
lowing newly laid sod to be wa- 

tered for a two week period. 
Those watering for that period 

would have to obtain a special per-
mit from the village's community 
development department. The 
permit would have to be displayed 
by the holder between the hours of 
12 noon to 6p.m. while the water-
ing was under way. 

Wheeling trustees approved the 
amendment to allow the owners of 
newly constructed residences in 
the village to get their lawns start-
ed. 

Board approves 
zoning code changes 

The Wheeling village board ap-
proved a host of revisions to the 
village zoning code that includes 
standardizing the front yard set-
backs on business buildings and 
streamlined the approval process 
for minor changes to site plans for 
special use developments. 

The zoning code changes also 
clarify some planning definitions. 



BY LAURA JANOTA 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

As Cook County clamps down 
on discrimination in the suburbs, 
Wheeling Village President Shei-
la Schultz —
among the best 
known of local 
leaders in the 
Northwest sub-
urbs — will be 
there to assist. 

Schultz, 
who's been a 
proponent of Sheila fair-housing Schultz laws in Wheel- 
ing, is among 11 people named 
by Cook County Board President 
Richard Phelan to sit on the 
county's newly formed Commis-
sion on Human Rights. 

Created by a countywide 
human rights ordinance that 
took effect May 21, the commis-
sion — all volunteers from dif-
ferent parts of Cook County— 

will make rulings in cases where 
discrimination and sexual 
harassment against suburban 
employers, landlords and others 
has been alleged. 

"I think it's important to deal 
with these issues on a county-
wide basis, and that's what I'm 
looking forward to doing," said 
Schultz, 63. 

Appointed to a two-year term, 
Schultz is an ally and supporter 
of Phelan. An unsuccessful Dem-
ocratic candidate for Cook Coun-
ty Board in 1990, Schultz gave 
her support to and got support 
from Phelan during the cam-
paign. 

Schultz, the former president 
of both the Northeastern Illinois 
Planning Commission and the 
Northwest Municipal Confer-
ence, was the only current elect-
ed official chosen to sit on Phe-
lan's panel. She also will be the 
only representative from the 
Northwest suburbs. 

"She has high visibility. We 

think she can be helpful in edu-
cating people about the ordi-
nance," said Jennifer Vidis, the 
commission's executive direc-
tor. 

Schultz said she's uncertain 
what her duties and strategy will 
be in trying to combat discrimi-
nation in Cook County's suburbs 
since the commission hasn't met 
yet. 

With a new law and require-
ments for the suburbs to follow, 
however, Schultz said it will be 
important for businesses as well 
as residents to feel comfortable 
with the county ordinance's pro-
visions. 

And Schultz said she hopes to 
be able to educate the region 
about it. 

In Wheeling, Schultz and vil-
lage trustees are developing a 
comprehensive fair housing and 
human rights ordinance. 

"I have a lot to put in and a lot 
to learn," Schultz said. 

Wheelin leader joins human rights panel 

SUBURBAN REPORT 

Used-car dealership plans 
hit dead end in Wheeling 
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Tavern disputes charges 
By IRV LEAVITT --- glasses had coke in them," 

claimed Wiltstein of the inci-
dent, which took place at 

LOCAL REPORT 

Wheeling to salute 
war dead with parade 

73  
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

STAFF WRITER 

Matty's ce was the 
place to drink after closing 
time, according to Wheeling 
officials, who brought the 
tavern up on charges last 
week. The proprietors of the 
year-old bar say it isn't so. 

The Wheeling liquor com-
mission, comprised of the 
village board, postponed a 
hearing on the one-year-old 
bar Monday after the tav-
ern's attorney injured his 
back. The hearing was post-
poned until June 28. 

Owners Matthew Wilstein 
and Kathleen Mark said 
Monday the only reason 
they're in trouble is because 
they had a meeting for 
employees after closing, and 
there were soft drinks on 
the bar. 

"All (the police officer) 
saw were glasses, and the  

3:21 a.m. March 20, at the 
bar at 1750 W. Hintz Road. 

The ordinance applying to 
Matty's prohibits sale or 
consumption on the prem-
ises of "an alcoholic liquor 
or beverage" after 2 a.m. 

Village Prosecutor Steve 
Handler said he wouldn't 
comment on details of the 
case, "but hypothetically, if 
we looked into a bar at 3:30 
in the morning and saw 16 
people sitting at a table an 
hour and a half after closing 
time, it's unfair to demand 
of us to send all the glasses 
out to be analysed. We pre-
sume they are in violation of 
the law. We certainly do not 
agree in any way that all 
there were was soft drinks, 
or that they were all employ-
ees." 

"This is not a situation  

where (a police officer) just 
walked up to the door. They 
made more than one 
attempt." 

Wilstein is also charged 
with interfering with inspec-
tion of the bar by attempt-
ing to block Sgt. Robert 
MacDonald from entering. 

Wilstein said Monday he 
refused the officer entry 
over concern of a repeat of 
the Palatine Brown's 
Chicken murders. He said 
the police uniform didn't 
give him assurance, adding 
that he didn't feel comfort-
able enough to allow police 
in until an officer he recog-
nized arrived. 

There have been no pre-
vious complaints at the bar 
at 1750 W. Hintz Road. Han-
dler said traditionally, first 
offenses of this nature draw 
fines instead of suspensions 
or revocations. 

Those who gave their lives in 
defense of their country won't 
be forgotten in Wheeling Mon-
day when civic groups will hon-
or them with a Memorial Day 
parade and other ceremonies. 

Events will start at 10 a.m. 
when the annual parade orga-
nized by the Phillip Carpenter 
AMVETS Post 66 of Wheeling 
will leave from the parking lot 
of the Kmart on Dundee and 
McHenry roads and proceed to 
the AMVETS post at 700 N. 
McHenry Road. 

Participating in the parade 
will be a host of local groups 
that includes the Wheeling Po-
lice and Fire Departments, the 
AMVETS post color guard and 
post auxiliary; Veterans of For-
eign War Post 11303 color guard 
from Wheeling; the color guard 
from the American Legion post 
in Morton Grove; color guards 
including the CeeBees, from 
Great Lakes Naval Training 
Center in North Chicago, the 
Fort Dearborn Highlanders 
bagpipe band. 

Other organizations partici-
pating in the Memorial Day 
event include the U.S. Marine 
color guard from the Glenview 
Naval Airbase, the Eighth Cav-
alry Horseback unit, the Junior 

C.) 

ROTC unit and band from 
Wheeling High School and vari-
ous Boy and Girl Scout troops 
along with village officials. 

After the parade is complet-
ed, a memorial ceremony will 
be held at the AMVETS post 
featuring Marvin "Sieke" 
Hogcher, former Wheeling Po-
lice chief, as the guest speaker. 

After the speech and the 
chaplin's words, the post color 
guard will fire a salute to the 
war dead and taps will be 
played. Frank Lipowski, past 
commander and financial offi-
cer of the post, said prior to the 
parade AMVETS officials are 
visiting area cemeteries and 
the day's ceremony will honor 
159 local area residents who 
died in the line of duty. 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees Monday 
denied an auto dealer's propos-
al for a used-car dealership 
along Milwaukee Avenue, say-
ing the business wouldn't be a 
benefit to the area. 

The village board went along 
with a plan, commission recom-
mendation and denied a request 
by Thomas and Roxanne Malo 
of Northfield for a special-use 
variation under the municipal 
zoning code to operate their Au-
tobarn used-car dealership at a 
9,200-square-foot building they 
own at 502 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
that serves as an auto show-
room. 

Wheeling trustees denied the 
request because they said the 
venture wasn't necessary for 
the village and other businesses 
could be housed at that loca-
tion. They also said there was 
no record of auto sales being 
handled at the Milwaukee Ave-
nue location for a year, and the 
site served only as a holding lot 
for car sales arranged else-
where. 

"It was (an auto) brokerage 
parking lot, not a used-car  

parking lot. And that's the is-
sue. A six months non-use," 
said Michael J. Klitzke, Wheel-
ing's director of community de-
velopment. 

Roxanne Malo said there 
were no sales records because 
paperwork on the autos sold at 
the Wheeling showroom was 
recorded in Mount Prospect be-
cause the business was previ-
ously a subsidiary of a dealer-
ship formerly based in that vil-
lage. Malo added she could 
produce sales records for the 
Wheeling site. 

"There was a business that's 
been selling used cars through 
that building for 10 years. We 
do maintain that building was 
not vacant. We feel we do not 
need a special use," Malo said. 

Before the vote, Malo told 
trustees she would file suit 
against the village if the spe-
cial-use variation was denied. 

Malo also said that while vil-
lage officials early on said the 
request would be denied, she 
and her husband spent $600,000 
for the building and bought 
used-car inventory worth 
$200,000 to sell believing they 
could win approval through the 
village's planning review.  
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Plans for bike path coast ahead 
ci 3 

BY MICHELLE MARTIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

When the Buffalo Grove Rotary 
Club decided to try to improve the 
village's bicycle path system two 
years ago, it presented the village 
with a modest proposal. 

The club planned to use about 
$60,000 over five years to improve 
a mile and a half of bicycle path at 
the northwest corner of Aptakisic 
and Buffalo Grove roads. About 
half that money was supposed to 
come from from the club itself, 
with the rest coming from private 
donations and grants. 

Green said the two Rotary clubs 
were attracted to the project be-
cause it would bring the communi-
ties together in a cooperative 
project. 

"We don't see the boundary line 
between two communities as a di-
viding line," Green said. "We see 
it rather as a line of commonality 
where we share the same inter-
ests." 

With that project and other 
grants attracted by the Rotary-
sponsored bicycle path enhance-
ment and expansion project, about 
$527,000 has been spent or is ear-
marked for the bike path project, 

Since then, the project has taken the site where Wheeling plans to 
off beyond the club's wildest build a commuter rail station if 
dreams. the Wisconsin Central railroad be- 

Hundreds of trees and shrubs comes a commuter line. 
have been planted along the The project would also fill in 
stretch of bike path that the club gaps in Buffalo Grove's bicycle 
originally planned to improve, and paths between Lake-Cook Road 
the Rotary club has moved onto and Buffalo Grove's planned train 
bigger and better things: extend- station on Busch Road. 
ing the bicycle path system. The project would bring about 

Currently, the group is working 3,000 feet of new bicycle path to 
with the Wheeling Rotary Club Buffalo Grove. Funding is coming 
and the Buffalo Grove and Wheel- from an Illinois Department of 
ing villages and park districts to Conservation grant that will pro-
extend a bicycle path from Lake- vide about $167,000 for work in 
Cook Road south and east to the Buffalo Grove and $259,000 for 
new water park in Wheeling, near work in Wheeling. 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG gional shopping center on a 13- 
Daily Herald Staff Writer acre section of the 60-acre TIF dis- 

trict. 
"All the property has been ac-

quired. We've got proposals to de-
molish the buildings," Anderson 
said. 

Demolition 1st step in redevelopment 
Wheeling officials are making 

progress on refurbishing a section 
of the village's tax increment fi-
nancing district area targeted for 
a regional shopping center located 
by the Milwaukee Avenue and 
Dundee Road intersection. 

Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig G. Anderson said work is 
proceeding on renovation of an 
area near the Sportmart Inc. store 
at 240 E. Dundee Road for the vil-
lage's Crossroads Redevelopment 
project. Under that project, vil-
lage officials plan to build a re- 

This week Wheeling trustees ac-
cepted a $32,476 proposal from Des 
Plaines-based Albrecht Enterpris-
es to demolish the remaining six 
buildings at four addresses along 
North Milwaukee Avenue in the 
TIF district. Wheeling police said 
the buildings were unattractive 
and a nuisance with break-ins fre-. 
quently occuring in them. 

Now that the demolition con-
tract is in place, village officials 
could see the latest round of demo-
lition completed within a month, 
Anderson said. 

Wheeling officials had the first 
demolition work done in the TIF 
district in April when the old Dun-
14' Donuts building at 294 E. Min-
d& Road was leveled. 

Village officials are now in nego-
tiation with a developer and hope 
to eventually develop the area as a 
retail shopping hub. Anderson said 
now that litigation, which delayed 
development of the area for sever-
al years, is completed, the village 
can proceed with the project. 

Anderson said village officials 
are hoping work on the new shop-
ping center could start as early as 
next year. 

Along with the widening of 31/2  
miles of Milwaukee Avenue 
through the heart of Wheeling and 
the placement of a commuter rail 
station on Dundee Road for the 
Wisconsin Central Rail Road, vil-
lage officials point to development 
of the TIF district as another 
project that will stimulate local 
economic development. 

Work on the commuter rail sta-
tion could start in early 1996, An-
derson said. 

LOCAL REPORT 

Construction work begins 
on relocating intersection 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer  

Work has begun on an $83.5 
million Palwaukee Municipal 
Airport development project 
that includes the relocation of 
the Wolf and Hintz roads inter-
section. 

Trees will be cleared and 
structures demolished on land 
on the north side of Hintz Road 
near Wolf Road so the intersec-
tion can be relocated 570 feet 
west to create a Federal Avia-
tion Administration-required 
safety zone between the inter-
section and the airport's long-
est runway. Currently, the in-
tersection is 250 feet from the 
runway and motorists get a 
close-up view of arriving 
planes. 

"The demolition and clearing 
will probably take three 
months," said Fred E. Stewart 
Jr., airport manager. "We're 
getting things ready to start 
construction." 

While most of this summer's 
work will take place off of the 
roads, construction traffic 
might create minor delays for 
motorists, Stewart said. 

The intersection work is ex-
- 
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City of Hope gets 
OK for fund-raiser 

Wheeling trustees will allow the 
City of Hope non-profit organiza-
tion to conduct tag days for fund-
raising in the village Aug. 20 and 
21. 

The organization, which sup-
ports a host of medically related 
causes, has previously conducted 
such fund-raising activities in the 
village. 

Village to construct 
pump station, reservoir 

The Wheeling village board ap-
proved a zoning board recommen-
dation to grant a variation to the 
zoning code to the village so it can 
construct a pump station, water 
receiving reservoir and storage 
facilities at 95 E. Willow Road. 

Located in an industrial area 
near the intersection of East Wil-
low Road and Foster Avenue, the 
facility will include a standpipe 
that stores 3 million gallons of wa-
ter. 

Restaurant gets OK 
on zoning change 

Wheeling trustees approved a 
special use request and site plan 
for Falah Tabahi so he can add 21 
outdoor seats to his Pita Inn Res-
taurant owns at 122 S. Elmhurst 
Road. 

The restaurant would be open 
with the outdoor seating Sunday 
through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 
11 p.m., and from 10 a.m. to mid-
night Friday and Saturday. 

The proposal previously won the 
backing of the village's communi-
ty development department and 
the village plan commission. 

Checkers gets mixed review 
from Wheelie village panels 

ers," said attorney Al Stavros 
for the corporation. 

Village advisory panels split 
Wheeling village officials in their recommendations on 

Monday indicated that they the restaurant with the plan 
would not give the green light to commission endorsing the 
a fast food restaurant as long as project while the appearance 
it includes red neon. commission called for trustees 

The Wheeling village board to nix the restaurant because of 
heard from representatives for its exterior. 
the Dempster II Corp. who "We've been trying to keep 
want to open a 1,200-square-foot the nostalgia of a small-town 
Checkers Restaurant with charm...This building does not 
drive-up lanes at 625 West Dun- belong in Wheeling. It will stick 
dee Road where a Brown's out like a sore thumb," appear-
Chicken and Pasta Restaurant ance commission member Mar- 
now sits. ilyn Minter said. 

The company wants the Bruce Albinak, Director of 
building to have a 1950s-style Real Estate for Chicago Double 
exterior that includes black and Drive-Thru, the area franchisee 
white tile, stainless steel and for the Florida-based restau- 
two red neon tubes that sur- rant chain, said the company 
round the building. Dempster II would comply with Wheeling of- 
Corp. agreed to concessions ficials' requests and tone down 
that included extensive the appearance of the building, 
landscaping around the build- but that neighboring businesses 
ing and contribute $10,000 for a also had obtrusive exteriors. 
village bike path that cuts "The landscaping is outstand- 
through a part of the 32,000- ing," Trustee Elizabeth L. 
square-foot site. Hartman said. "Looking at the 

"It enhances the corner (of building itself, I find the black, 
Wheeling and Dundee Roads) red scheme garish." 
100 times from what's there The village board may vote 
now. This is going to be the on the proposed restaurant 
show palace area for Check- sometime next month. 

pected to be completed by next 
year. The work also includes 
construction of two bridges at 
Wolf and Hintz roads over the 
Wheeling drainage ditch. 

While the project is under 
way, Stewart said, work will 
take place during daylight 
hours, probably from about 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

And while the project has 
been started, Stewart acknowl-
edged there are still some hur-
dles to be cleared. Still unre-
solved is an agreement by air-
port officials and utilities 
companies over where utility 
lines will be relocated. 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 



A Wheeling police dog, Laser, joined his two-legged colleagues 
Sunday in a 2.2-mile run along Milwaukee Avenue for Special 
Olympics. Daily Herald Photo/Daniel White 

Sportmart gets 
OK on addition 

By IRv LEAVITT 
STAFF WRITER 

Trash law would cover older housing 
6,, 

family dwellings. required to have such screening, cer, said that while many photos of 
"We might look into adopting an and passers-by can view mounting mounting garbage can give the 

ordinance that will require enclo- garbage. impression of a problem, the situa- 

sures ... so that the residents She asked Village Manager tion is often alleviated when dis- 
won't have to continue to look at Craig G. Anderson to look into posal companies make trash pick- 
these things," she said. having a new ordinance drafted to 

cover all of Wheeling's multifami- 
ly units. 

Abruscato also wants the land-
lords to be required to have 
enough trash containers on hand 
to handle all the garbage tenants Boyle added that resident com- 
generate. And she would like dis- plaints about mounting garbage at 
posal companies to make more apartment buildings have been ad-
frequent trash pickups at some dressed by the village through ver- 
buildings. bal communications and letters 

Mike Boyle, village health offi- sent to tenants and landlords. 

Police on the run for Special Olympics 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald  Staff Writer 

Wheeling Trustee Judy Abrusca-
to is calling for an ordinance to be 
enacted requiring owners of all 
multifamily housing complexes in 
the village to screen dumpsters so 
residents aren't exposed to gar-
bage piling up. 

Showing her fellow village board 
members photos a resident took of 
exposed dumpsters with large 
amounts of garbage from apart-
ments on Wolf Road by Glendale 
Avenue, Abruscato called for a 
new ordinance covering all multi- 

Abruscato, long an advocate of 
strict measures to ensure property 
owners keep their land clean, 
noted that newer apartment com-
plexes in Wheeling have dumpster 
enclosures as specified under the 
village's ordinance. 

However, older buildings in the 
village erected before the current 
ordinance was in place were not 

ups. 
"We want to eliminate the possi-

bility of pest infestation," Boyle 
said."There are rules to cover 
this." 

BY AMY MCLAUGHLIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Joining 40,000 law enforcement 
personnel nationwide, police offi-
cers from Buffalo Grove, 
Hawthorn Woods and Wheeling 
donned their jogging shoes Sunday 
as they took part.in an annual Spe-
cial Olympics fund-raiser. 

Officers from the three depart-
ments ran 2.2 miles on Milwaukee 
Avenue during the annual Law En-
forcement Torch Run for Special 
Olympics. 

There are 15 legs to the Illinois 
run, which will continue through-
out the week and will finish Friday 
evening in Normal with the light-
ing of the Special Olympics torch. 
The statewide Special Olympics 
events will be held June 19 and 
June 20 in Normal. 

The Special Olympics is a series 
of sporting events for people with 
disabilities. 

"It's just a way for law enforce- 

ment officers to express their sup-
port to people who are disabled," 
said Buffalo Grove police Sgt. 
Steve Balinski, Special Olympics 
coordinator for Leg 8 of the run, 
which spans 36 miles on Route 21 
from Gurnee to Lincolnwood. 

About 20 Buffalo Grove and six 
Hawthorn Woods police officers 
passed the torch to seven Wheel-
ing law enforcement officers after 
running 2.2 miles along Milwaukee 
Avenue (Route 21) from Aptakisic 
Road to Lake-Cook Road. 

Police officers ask neighbors, 
friends and family for sponsors, 
and Balinski said he hopes to raise 
$1,000 in his department for Spe-
cial Olympics. But he said he 
plans to be able to donate more by 
next weekend after a Scotch dou-
bles bowling fund-raiser set for 
6:30 p.m. Saturday at Arlington 
Lanes, Kennicott Avenue and Dun-
dee Road in Arlington Heights. 

Just before taking off on his 2.2-
mile jaunt, Wheeling police Offi- 

cer Todd Wolff said "to raise mon- 
ey for the kids" is the reason he's 
participated in the torch run for 

the last five years. Wheeling offi-
cers were joined by a police dog, 
Laser, a German shepherd. 

Wheeling police dispatcher Lori Langford and canine officer 
Bill Benson share the torch as they participate Sunday In 
the torch run for Special Olympics. Daily Herald Photo/Daniel White 

Suburban police officers join 
forces Special 0).mpics run 

Police o cers from Buffalo of torch at the start of the 
Grove, Wheeling and Hawthorn two-day sporting event for 
Woods joined forces, so to those with disabilities. 
speak, Sunday to participate in "We do it to assist and raise 
the annual Law Enforcement funds for the Special Olympics 
Torch Run for Special Olym- ... plus, it's great exercise," 
pies. said Buffalo Grove police Sgt. 

The Illinois run winds up Fri- Stuart Parets. 
day in Normal with the lighting See story on Page 4. 

Attorneys for Sportmart 
and Wheeling have finished 
an agreement allowing the 
retailer to build an addition 
to its Dundee Road store. 
The village would get ease-
ment over Sportmt prop-
erty that affords the 
decade-planned Crossroads 
shopping center a key 
access to Milwaukee Ave-
nue. 

If not for some unfin-
ished paperwork, the pact 
would have been ready for 
Village Board approval at 
last week's special meeting. 
As it is, it should be in 
board members' packets for 
their regular confab next 
Monday. 

The 65-page document 
would give the retailer per-
mission for a 10,560 square-
foot addition to the front of 
its 31,240 square-foot store, 
making it bigger than a typ-
ical supermarket. The addi-
tion was recommended by  

the Wage planning com-
mission more than 13 
months ago. Sportmart offi-
cials pushed the village 
board to approve the plans 
so it could compete with 
Kmart's Sports Authority, 
which opened in Gurnee 
Mills last summer. 

But the village didn't 
jump at an agreement then, 
and it's been stalled ever 
since. Village officials feel 
Sportmart got bogged down 
opening their new Vernon 
Hills store. Mitch Kahn, 
Sportmart vice president for 
real estate, said recently, the 
Wheeling location is "strate-
gic, and very, very important 
to us." 

Plan Commission Chair-
man Paul Eisterhold said 
the shopping center has 
been "dead in the water" so 
many years his board has 
discussed other ideas for 
some of its 13.5 acres, 
including residences. 
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Wheeling summits reveal dissension 

• 

By IRV LEAVITT 

STAFF WRITER 

Various village officials, some of w m had 
never met, were drawn together in the last week 
by a renewed interest in the planning of Wheel-
ing's future. 

Thursday, for the first time in years, both 
Wheeling's village president and manager came 
to the same plan commission meeting. They par-
ticipated in the process that might bring Tax 
Increment Financing funds to bear on parcels of 
land across Milwaukee Avenue from the village's 
planned Crossroads shopping center develop-
ment, the perceived key to the redevelopment of 
the road. 

Monday night, for perhaps the first time in a 
dozen years, members of both plan and appear-
ance commissions attended a village board work-
shop meeting. They lent divergent opinions to 
the board, now considering a controversial ham-
burger stand at Dundee and Wheeling Roads. 

The other project, on part of the northeast 
corner of Milwaukee Avenue and Dundee Road, 
has plan commissioners excited, but not neces-
sarily everybody on the village staff. 

"I don't think the community development 
department, all except (Village Planner) Mark 
Janeck, really wants to see things happen," corn- 

plained Plan Commission Chairman Paul Eister-
hold. Eisterhold, his commission, and Janeck are 
intrigued by a new Chinese restaurant's efforts to 
buy the old Kiddie Kollege property, a vacant lot 
next door, and a rented house and the Drum 
Center next to that. 

The house and the Drum Center land could be 
split between the new restaurant and Don Roth's, 
directly to the south. They would be used for 
parking for both restaurants. The Cole Taylor 
Bank, southeast of Don Roth's, could conceivably 
get the access to Milwaukee Avenue it will lose to 
Route 21 widening. 

Eisterhold wants to see the old gas station on 
the corner, or what's left of it after the widening, 
converted to an oasis of green space at the door-
step of downtown. 

Village President Sheila Schultz and Manager 
Craig Anderson lent moral support to commis-
sioners, who see TIF money as an aid to pur-
chase the land if the restaurateurs can't swing it 
alone. 

"They're not really behind it," said Eisterhold 
of the Community Development Department. The 
15-year commissioner sought a meeting between 
all property holders involved, but "no meeting in 
four weeks." 

Klitzke, Wheeling director of community 
development, said Monday night because all the  

owners aren't interested in selling, there is little 
reason to bring all parties together. 

"If three property owners all want to do some-
thing, but if the guy in the middle doesn't want 
to do something, there's no way you can do any-
thing," said Klitzke. 

Monday, Eisterhold and several other commis-
sioners expressed problems with their counter-
parts on the appearance committee. His board 
had recommended approval of Checkers Ham-
burgers for the Brown's Chicken site, on condi-
tions such as reduced lighting. The developers 
promised a $10,000 contribution to the planned 
Wheeling-Buffalo Grove bike path, in hopes the 
village board would approve a 1,300 square-foot 
building in the center of 33,000 square feet of 
land, amid $50,000 in landscaping, all surrounded 
by commercial properties. 

But the appearance committee thought Check-
er's bright black-and-white tile, stainless steel 
and neon made it not a "Wheeling building." 

"We've tried to keep the nostalgia of a small 
town," said appearance commissioner Marilyn 
Minter. "This building does not belong in Wheel-
ing. It will stick out like a sore thumb." 

Plan commissioner Ellen Butor said later, "I 
would like to see a three-page spread on this 
Wheeling building. I would like to know what it 
is." 

• 
Officer McGruff shakes paw with 7.year•old Nick Rotizza, one of the children who plays in the Meadowbrook tot lot in Wheeling. 
In the background, children on the "Kidwatch" program talk with Officer Barbara Kobishop. Daily Herald Photo/Dave Tunge 

Kidswatch gives children an eye for safety 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Some Northwest suburban chil-
dren think they're not too young 
to keep a watchful eye on their 
neighborhood park. 

The children, 10 and 11 years 
old, want to make sure the 
Wheeling play lot and the kids 
who play there remain safe from 
strangers and vandals who fre-
quent the industrial park across 
the street. 

"Because there are a lot of fac-
tories by the park, we're just 
mainly afraid somebody could 
come by and take the children," 
said Teresa Drewes, the 11-year-
old who has organized her  

friends into the first Northwest 
suburban "Kidswatch." 

The children of "Kidswatch," 
as they have been dubbed by the 
Wheeling Police Department, 
are learning what to do when 
they see vandals or strangers in 
the Meadowbrook Tot Lot on 
Nancy Lane in the Meadowbrook 
West subdivision. They are not 
there to stop criminals in the act, 
but instead are getting lessons on 
when to call police, what to do if 
they are approached by 
strangers and related matters, 
said crime prevention officer 
Barbara J. Kobishop. 

"It's the first Kidwatch pro-
gram in the area and we need 
kids to get involved," she said. 

LAKE COOK II RD 

If they encounter strangers or 
criminal activity at the park, the 
children are told to tell a respon-
sible adult or police, Kobishop 
said. Unlike some adult watch  

groups, the children will not pa-
trol the area or become directly 
involved in any incidents occur-
ing there. 

The childrens' watch will take 
place when they're at the park 
playing during the day, and there 
won't be any evening surveil-
lance, Kobishop said. 

The five-acre tot lot hasn't had 
a spate of serious crime, but 
gang symbols mar some of its 
play equipment, Drewes said. 

About 20 children, parents, and 
Wheeling Village President Shei-
la Schultz, who lives in the neigh-
borhood, attended the first meet-
ing of Kidswatch, held at the 

See KIDS on Page 2 

park recently. 

Eileen M. Roticza, 9, said she 
found the meeting rewarding and 
will join the watch group. 

"I thought it was great. I 
learned you watch for suspicious 
things, and there's been some sus-
picious things by our park," she 
said. "I felt happy because I was 
learning more stuff than I knew 
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Officer McGruff shakes paw with 7-year-old Nick Rotizza, one of the children who plays in the Meadowbrook tot lot in Wheeling. 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Some Northwest suburban chil-
dren think they're not too young 
to keep a watchful eye on their 
neighborhood park. 

The children, 10 and 11 years 
old, want to make sure the 
Wheeling play lot and the kids 
who play there remain safe from 
strangers and vandals who fre-
quent the industrial park across 
the street. 

"Because there are a lot of fac-
tories by the park, we're just 
mainly afraid somebody could 
come by and take the children," 
said Teresa Drewes, the 11-year-
old who has organized her  

friends into the first Northwest 
suburban "Kidswatch." 

The children of "Kidswatch," 
as they have been dubbed by the 
Wheeling Police Department, 
are learning what to do when 
they see vandals or strangers in 
the Meadowbrook Tot Lot on 
Nancy Lane in the Meadowbrook 
West subdivision. They are not 
there to stop criminals in the act, 
but instead are getting lessons on 
when to call police, what to do if 
they are approached by 
strangers and related matters, 
said crime prevention officer 
Barbara J. Kobishop. 

"It's the first Kidwatch pro-
gram in the area and we need 
kids to get involved," she said. 

If they encounter strangers or 
criminal activity at the park, the 
children are told to tell a respon-
sible adult or police, Kobishop 
said. Unlike some adult watch  

groups, the children will not pa-
trol the area or become directly 
involved in any incidents occur-
ing there. 

The childrens' watch will take 
place when they're at the park 
playing during the day, and there 
won't be any evening surveil-
lance, Kobishop said. 

The five-acre tot lot hasn't had 
a spate of serious crime, but 
gang symbols mar some of its 
play equipment, Drewes said. 

About 20 children, parents, and 
Wheeling Village President Shei-
la Schultz, who lives in the neigh-
borhood, attended the first meet-
ing of Kidswatch, held at the 

See KIDS on Page 2 

park recently. 

Eileen M. Roticza, 9, said she 
found the meeting rewarding and 
will join the watch group. 

"I thought it was great. I 
learned you watch for suspicious 
things, and there's been some sus-
picious things by our park," she 
said. "I felt happy because I was 
learning more stuff than I knew 
before." 

Patricia J. Drewes, Teresa's 
mother and the former village 
clerk, said news stories about stu-
dents bringing guns to school and 
a recent vandalism incident alert-
ed her to the need to make chil-
dren aware of how to react to ille-
gal activities. 

"One Saturday afternoon there 
were a bunch of older kids at the 
park with a baseball bat hitting 
trees and equipment. It just kind 
of bothered me," she said. "Some-
body besides the parents has to 
impress on the kids what to look 
for and to tell a responsible adult." 

Karop T. Bavougian, Wheeling 
Park District director of parks 
and recreation, said systemwide 
vandalism is low and he isn't 
aware of other park watch groups. 
Even with schools on vacation, he 
said vandalism usually remains 
low in the summer. 



Bill Oakes/Pioneer Press 

expansion of the Crossroads shopping center. It's another step 
in the village's plans for downtown. 

These buildings north of Dundee Road and west of Milwaukee 
Avenue are earmarked for demolition to make room for 

Wheeling board sets anchor 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG within the village's 60-acre tax 
Daily Herald Staff Writer increment finance district. 

Village Manager Craig G. An-
derson said that an agreement 
with Mid-States Bradford Inc. 
of Oak Brook Terrace to devel-
op the rest of the center could 
be in place later this year. 

Under the redevelopment 
plan for the area, village offi-
cials want to see a regional 
shopping center built to include 
space for anchor stores, such as 
the Sportmart, along with some 
smaller shops. 

Construction on the center 
could begin next year, village 
officials have said. 

Along with the widening of 
31/2  miles of Milwaukee Avenue 
through the heart of Wheeling 
and the placement of a com-
muter rail station on Dundee 
Road for the Wisconsin Central 
Railroad, Wheeling officials 
point to the TIF district as an-
other project that will stimulate 
local economic development. 

After the project was delayed 
for several years by litigation, 
demolition recently began on 
abandoned buildings within the 
district. 

Wheeling gives Checkers 

BY DWAYNE T. WONG plans. 

OK, will' modifications 
40--c9?-23 

Daily Herald Staff Writer "As long as it isn't cluttered 
with flags...I didn't find the 
building unappealing," she 
said. 

Earlier this month, some vil-
lage officials said they felt the 
restaurant, which included a 
brighter exterior with red neon 
lights and stainless steel, was 
too bright for the village. 

The Wheeling plan commis-
sion had backed the Checkers 
plan while the appearance com-
mission recommended trustees 
nix the restaurant because of 
its exterior. 

Company representatives re-
iterated the 32,000-square-foot 
site would be landscaped, and 
that they would donate $10,000 
for village bike path that cuts 
through a part of their proper-
ty. 

"The whole concept of this 
site plan is curb appeal," said 
attorney Al Stavros for the cor-
poration. 

The company must return to 
the appearance commission for 
a final review of the restau-
rant's exterior. 

After all approvals, the res-
taurant could be built in about 
four months, said officials. 

on shoppil_F4enter plans 

Wheeling trustees Monday 
took a big step toward boosting 
the village's economy by ap-
proving an agreement for de-
velopment of a shopping center 
and allowing its anchor tenant 
to expand. 

The village board unanimous-
ly approved plans by Sportmart 
Inc. to expand its store at 240 E. 
Dundee Road from 31,240 
square feet to 42,104 square 
feet. 

The trustees also approved 
an agreement for that store to 
be developed as a part of the 
Crossroads Redevelopment lo-
cated on the northwest corner 
of Dundee Road and Milwaukee 
Avenue. 

"Sportmart will develop a 
store that will fit into that (ar-
chitectural) scheme so we have 
one flowing design for the cen-
ter," village attorney James A. 
Rhodes said. 

Sportmart Inc. will develop 
its store in cooperation with the 
developer for the rest of the 13-
acre shopping center that lies 

Wheeling trustees Monday 
gave the green light to plans for 
a new fast food restaurant in 
the village after the developer 
agreed to tone down the build-
ing's appearance. 

In a 5-1 vote, with Trustee 
Elizabeth Hartman dissenting, 
the Wheeling village board ap-
proved plans for a 1,150-square-
foot Checkers Restaurant with 
drive-up lanes at 625 W. Dundee 
Road. Dempster II Corp. will be 
the restaurant on the site of a 
Brown's Chicken and Pasta 
Restaurant, which will be clos-
ing. 

The trustees backed the plans 
after the company agreed to 
make a number of changes to 
the building including reducing 
the wattage of outside lights, to 
use duller, less shiny building 
materials and to shield some of 
the red neon around the roof of 
the building to reduce its glare. 

Noting that the company has 
agreed not to include multiple 
flags at its Wheeling location as 
it does at other Northwest sub-
urban sites convinced Trustee 
Lois J. Gaffke to approve the 

4 buildings marked for wrecking ball 
By CYRIL IBE 

STAFF WRITER 

Four vaca d buildings 
located in the heart of the 
area targeted for a Wheeling 
downtown redevelopment 
plan could face the wreck-
ing ball as early as next 
week to pave way for the 
expansion of the Crossroads 
shopping center. 

Pending demolition per-
mits expected from the 
Cook County Health Depart-
ment, Albrecht Enterprises, 
Inc. of Des Plaines will start 
tearing down by Tuesday 
the buildings located on 
Milwaukee Avenue, several 
hundred yards north of 
Dundee Road. The buildings 
include the former Tien 
Tsin Chinese restaurant, a 
floral shop, and two former 
residences with a garage. 

The village has com-
pleted condemnation pro-
cedings to acquire the 
structures and parcels at a 
total of $909,000, not includ-
ing $262,000 for the already 
demolished Dunkin Dough-
nut building. 

Demolition of the four 
buildings will make room 
for the expansion of the 
shopping center under a 
Tax Increment Financing 
(TIF) district. 

(Continued on page 13) 
A contract for the demoli-

tion was awarded at a cost of 
roughly $32,000. The build-
ings were boarded up in 
preparation, at a cost of 
about $2,000, according to 
Wheeling Village Manager 
Craig Anderson. 

Wheeling Plan Commis-
sion Chairman Paul Eister-
hold had criticized the village 
for not acting fast enough to 
demolish the buildings soon 
after acquiring titles on 
them, which left them 
boarded up for a long time. 

"The village probably  

knew when they were going 
to get possession of the titles. 
It would have been nice if 
the contracts for the demoli-
tion had been awarded at the 
same time," Eisterhold said. 

The situation poses secu-
rity problems for police who 
must keep an eye on the 
building, and has already 
become an eyesore, he 
charged. "You don't want 
somebody to get into an 
abandoned or an empty 
building. From an aesthetics 
standpoint, people don't like 
to see boarded up buildings.  

Businesses don't like seeing 
them." 

But Anderson defended 
the delay in tearing down the 
buildings. "We pretty much 
had to wait until ... we closed 
on the deal" he said. 

The news about the demo-
lition is a delight to some 
residents. "I'm glad they are 
coming down. They are old 
buildings. Who knows if they 
are safe anymore," said Mor-
ris Gordon, 74, a resident of 
nearby Wheeling Pavilion 
Senior Center, 199 N. First 
St. 



• State EPA will help Palwaukee 
clean up tires in former junkyard 
By DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

The Illinois Environmental Pro-
tection Agency will help 
Palwaukee Municipal Airport offi-
cials clear old tires from a 1.8 acre 
former junkyard the airport ac-
quired to expand its safety zone. 

The IEPA has notified airport 
officials it will send one of its two 
contractors responsible for clean-
ing up sites throughout the state to 
Palwaukee within the next 30 to 90 
days to help remove tires not at-
tached to old axles or rims. 

The parcel is just southwest of 
the Hintz and Wolf Road intersec-
tion Palwaukee officials are relo-
cating 570 feet west — away from 
the airport's longest runway. 

The work is being done as part 
of a $83.5 million redevelopment 

project to bring the airport up to 
Federal Aviation Administration 
standards. 

"Those tires were buried. The 
tires above the ground have al-
ready been remediated," said Mi-
chael F. Zonsius, the airport's as-
sistant manager for finance and 
administration. 

Triple T. Trash Inc., the cleanup 
contractor the airport hired earli-
er this year, is expected to resume 
work on the site this week. 

Airport officials so far have 
spent $91,750 on the contractor and 
estimate the expense to clear the 
parcel will total well into six fig-
ures. 

While IEPA officials are uncer- 

program, said sites that are a pub-
lic health hazard receive priority 
on the cleanup schedule. 

The tire pile is regularly 
sprayed by the Northwest Mosqui-
to Abatement District to control 
breeding, including the Asian 
Tiger mosquito, which carries 26 
different viruses. 

Fuel-contaminated soil on the 
site could be removed when air-
port officials start construction on 
the parcel, said airport manager 
Fred E. Stewart Jr. 

The airport acquired the proper-
ty, which once was a landfill, from 
Frank R. Chupich after several 
years of condemnation proceed-
ings that ended last year. 

tain when its contractor would The airport is owned by Wheel- 
start clearing the site, Tap Hefley, ing and Prospect Heights under an 
who works in the agency's old tire intergovernmental agreement. 

Aftyr-hours violation costs Matty's Place $275 
3 o  

BY DWAYNE T. WONG trustees and apologized for the 
Daily Herald Staff Writer March 20 incident. 

Wheeling officials fined the own-
ers of a local bar $275 for an after-
hours drinking incident and for 
trying to block a police officer's 
access to the bar to investigate, 
saying future violations could re-
sult in harsher penalties. 

Kathleen M. Mark and Matthew 
Wilstein, the owners of Matty's 
Place, 1750 W. Hintz Road, this 
week admitted guilt and waived 
their right to a hearing. They ac-
cepted the fine levied by Wheeling 

Wheeling officials said Police 
Sgt. Robert McDonald observed 
people drinking in the bar' at 3:21 
a.m., past the 2 a.m. closing time 
specified under village ordi-
nances. McDonald told patrons at 
the bar to leave and then waited 
outside for them to comply with 
his request. 

When McDonald saw the patrons 
had not left, he returned to the bar 
where Wilstein tried to block his 
entrance to the bar until 
McDonald issued a warning about  

the penalties for obstructing a po-
lice officer, according to officials. 

"This (fine) now establishes a 
clear warning and clear preced-
ence that if they don't comply with 
the ordinance, that the penalties 
could be harsher," Wheeling pro-
secutor Steven Handler said. 

Mark and Wilstein accepted the 
fine under a plea agreement 
worked out between Ricky Ament, 
their attorney, and Handler. 
Ament noted that while his clients 
admitted liquor was served after 
hours, they were not selling it. 

Handler said he did not seek a  

higher fine because no minors 
were involved in the incident. 
Wheeling bar owners charged with 
serving minors have received $500 
fines. 

And while it was the first ordi-
nance violation the owners were 
cited for, Wheeling Trustee Judy 
Abruscato called for a stiffer fine 
to send a message that such inci-
dents won't be tolerated in the vil-
lage. 

"Just because a minor wasn't 
involved does not make it a minor 
offense. It's a major violation of 
our liquor laws," said Abruscato. 
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By CYRIL IRE 

STAFF WRITER 

It wasn't that Matty's 
Place remained open past 2 
a.m. on March 20 that so 
irked Wheeling officials. 

They were most angered 
by the owners' refusal to 
allow a police officer in to 
investigation whether the 
tavern was serving alcohol 
past the closing time. 

Last week, the Wheeling 
Liquor Commission, com-
prised of the mayor and 
trustees, slapped Matty's 
Place owners, Matthew Wil-
stein and Kathleen Mark, 
with a $275 fine and prom-
ised them tougher penalties 
for any subsequent viola-
tions. The vote was 5-1. 

Trustee Judy Abruscato, 
the lone dissenter, said the 
fine wasn't harsh enough to 
get the message across. She 
had suggested $500. 

"I think that's a very 
moderate fine," she said of 
the $275 fine recommended 
by Village Prosecutor Steve  

Handler. "In my eyes, in 
my opinion, I think the 
offense that transpired is a 
serious problem. 

"I think, because of how 
hard we work in order not 
to have these violations, we 
need to take a hard look so 
that we do not have re-oc-
currences from other estab- 
lishments," Abruscato 
added. 

On the other hand, 
trustee Lois Gaffke said 
Matty's was not serving 
alcohol to minors, which 
would be a more serious 
offense. She said the lower 
fine should be a sufficient 
deterrent. 

"I feel that just because a 
minor was not involved 
does not make this a minor 
offense. . . An officer was 
denied entrance," Abruscato 
said in disagreement. 

In the past, a violator of 
the local liquor ordinance 
was fined up to $500 for 
selling alcohol to a minor, 
according to Handler. Sub-
sequent offenses can result  

in suspension or revocation 
of a license. 

According to Wheeling 
police, the bar at 1750 W. 
Hintz Lane was still open at 
3:20 a.m. March 20 when 
they arrived on the scene. 
At first, police were not per-
mitted to enter the pub. 
They were allowed in 
around 3:30 a.m., and found 
"more than several people" 
inside, Handler said. 

Police weren't sure all 
those inside were pub 
employees. "But they did 
claim they were employ-
ees," Handler said. 

In a signed letter, Wil-
stein and Mark confirmed 
that, "while we were not 
open to the public or charg-
ing for drinks, including 
soft drinks, we did have 
people in the establishment 
and we were serving beer in 
violation of the ordinance." 

Their lawyer, Ricky 
Ament, told the liquor com- 
missioners that not allowing 
police in was the pub own-
ers' only offense. 
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Police hear safety concerns 
at village

7 
 apartment complex 
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Village 
approves 
Checkers 

r1-3' 
By CYRIL IBE 

After ask g restaurant 
owners to make the Check-
ers Hamburgers' fight in 
more with their concept of a 
"Wheeling building," trust-
ees approved the fast-food 
diner on Dundee Road. 

The village board voted 
5-1 to approve plans for a 
1,150-square-foot Checkers 
Hamburgers to be con-
structed at the site of the 
former Brown's Chicken 
and Pasta at 625 W. Dundee 
Road. 

Bruce Albinak, director of 
real estate for Chicago Dou-
ble Drive-Through group 
that will own the Checkers 
facility, said groundbreaking 
could begin in 30 days with 
the restaurant open within 
three months. 

Albinak said the village's 
"very demanding" process 
will result in a model res-
taurant. 

"It's going to be our 
showpiece, the one that 
we'll go to other villages 
with," Albinak said of the 
Wheeling facility. 

Checkers officials had to 
compromise on the original 
design of their building 
after the village appearance 
committee objected to a 30-
foot light pole, an exterior 
with neon lighting and 
stainless steel, and the fly-
ing checkers flags. 

The commission had 
argued that Checkers' exter-
nal appearance was just not 
a "Wheeling building." 

Instead of shiny stainless 
steel, the building will fea-
ture the dull-brushed ver-
sion with less lumination. 

As part of the deal with 
the village, Checkers own-
ers will donate $10,000 to 
the proposed Wheeling-Buf-
falo Grove bike path. 

Albinak said he gave up 
consideration of a site near 
the intersection of Elmhurst 
and Hintz roads after he 
was told by village staff that 
approval for that would be 
difficult because of its prox-
imity to residences. 
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BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
l)aily Herald Staff Writer 

Residents of the Chelsea Cove 
Condominium complex Monday 
asked for stepped-up police pa-
trols telling Wheeling village of-
ficials that traffic and personal 
safety were their top concerns. 

At a village board meeting 
held at the subdivision's club-
house at 300 Denoyer Trail, res-
idents said they fear for their 
personal safety because youths 
from nearby multi-family hous-
ing developments were enter-
ing their neighborhood. 

"We need more patrols; we 
have kids afraid to come here 
because of people from across 
the street intimidating them," 
said Cecilia Romero, a Chelsea 
Cove resident. 

Dan Artman, president of the 
homeowners association, said a 
recent incident at the complex 
clubhouse - a fight that erupt-
ed between neighborhood 
youths and outsiders - prompt-
ed residents to remove the bas-
ketball hoops. 

Residents said a lack of bas-
ketball courts at Childerly Park 
at 506 McHenry Road across 
the street from the complex at- 

tracted area youths to their pri-
vate court. 

Wheeling officials said the po-
lice would look into increasing 
neighborhood patrols. 

Wheeling Park District offi-
cials have targeted the 13-acre 
park for renovation. 

Aside from their personal 
safety concerns, the residents 
also said that traffic safety has 
become a priority with them be-
cause patrons of nearby busi-
nesses were parking on their 
streets, and others were speed-
ing through the subdivision, 
which has a 20 mph speed limit. 

"The safety issue is a focal 
point with us. ... We have to 
slow the traffic down, it's get-
ting worse," said Chelsea Cove 
resident Tom Hansen. 

In response to a suggestion to 
erect a stop sign,Wheeling Vil-
lage Manager Craig G. Ander-
son said the village would re-
view the matter but questioned 
whether a sign on Denoyer 
Trail would slow traffic down. 

"Stop signs are not designed 
to be speed control devices." 

Wheeling trustees held the 
meeting at Chelsea Cove as a 
part of their annual effort to 
visit village neighborhoods. 
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On the road again: The Pavilion-Aires, the 
Wheeling Pavilion Senior Center's chorus, were 
singing up a sweet blend of country and gospel 
tunes and dancing a little "Tennessee Waltz" as 
one of the featured entertainments at Senior 
Celebration Day hosted by Randhurst Shopping 
Center this spring. For the past six years, the 
group has been appearing at shopping malls, 
schools, nursing homes and community centers 
throughout the Chicago area. 

"If they ask us, we'll go anywhere," said 
choral director Adelle Becker of Wheeling. A 
semi-retired bank officer who once studied voice 
and performed at private events for 30 years, 
Becker said that bringing pleasure to the 
seniors-meaning, mostly, the singers 
themselves-is the purpose of the group. She 
considers music a gift, the best part of which is 
that "you can give it to others." 

It takes Becker about four months to put a show 
together, choosing the theme, selecting tunes, 
organizing rehearsals and mediating the differing 
points of view among the 35 members of the 
chorus. 

"You have to be a bit of a dictator," Becker 
said. "I always tell them, 'If it fails, I'll take the 
blame. If it's a success, you get the applause.' 

For the Randhurst show, the chorus donned 
kerchiefs and cowboy boots. Some switched to 
red choir robes for the soul-stirring hymn "He's 
Got the Whole World in His Hands." Wheeling's 
Nina DeSpigno, one of the soloists, performed 
the Patsy Cline standard Ross Perot liked so 
much, "Crazy." 

"Being in the group means a great deal to me," 
DeSpigno said. "It's made my life complete." At 
the end of the performance, Becker issued this 
invitation: "If you love singing, we meet at 1:30 
Tuesday afternoons at the Wheeling Pavilion 
Senior Center." 

For more information on the group, call Nancy 
Janssen, Pavilion director, at 708-459-2670. 

Marsha Portnoy 



If Wheeling-based Tool King Inc. wins a tax 
incentive package from the county, the man- 

Danelle Fron/Pioneer Press 

ufacturer plans to expand its warehouse and 
add up to 35 new jobs. 
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Tax break could be tool for jobs 
B

0  ::—AA- 64.2 

yCYRI 
STAFF WRITER 

A Cook County tax-incen-
tive program started in 
Wheeling seven years ago 
could add 40 new jobs to 
the 830 officials attribute to 
the program under a pro-
posal by Tool King, Inc. 

Wheeling trustees are 
expected to vote Monday on 
the company's petition for 
the county's designation for 
a property tax incentive that 
would help it expand its 
steel manufacturing plant at 
275 Larkin Drive. 

The company plans to 
use the savings on its prop-
erty taxes to add 15,000 
square feet of space and to 
increase its workforce by 
five employees immediately 
after the expansion. The 
company would eventually 
add as many as 35 employ-
ees within three to five 
years after that. 

Trustees will vote on rec-
ommending to county offi-
cials to approve the 
exemption for Tool King, 
located in a Wheeling indus-
trial park. No estimate is 
available on the tax break 
the company is seeking, but 
Bjorn Hestad, co-owner of 
the firm, said the proposed 
addition would cost an esti-
mated $600,000. 

Tool King received a tax 
break in 1988 which the 
company used to build a 
12,645-square-foot addition 
at a cost of nearly $600,000. 
The company expanded its 
workforce by 20 employees,  

to the current 49, after that 
addition. 

"We like it here in 
Wheeling. It's one of the 
best places to have a busi-
ness," said Hestad, a North-
field resident who co-owns 
the company with his son, 
Peter. 

The Class 6 tax designa- 

tion helps business owners 
in constructing additions to 
existing buildings or in revi-
talizing structures over than 
35 years old in blighted 
areas. The village has 
backed the incentives for 30 
companies so far, for a total 
tax relief of $40.6 million, 
said Robert Fialkowski,  

Wheeling finance director. 
An average of two or 

three applications are 
received a year, he said. 

Two companies in Wheel-
ing, A&M Tool Co. and 
Sauk Machine Works, have 
been granted approval for 
the tax breaks already this 
year, Fialkowski said. 

Village cracks down on garbage 
Wheeling's I test crackdown on mul- 

e
I  _.. 

By CYRIL IBE ri 15, and number of garbage containers for 
c STAFF WRITER I - the apartment complex, said Mike 
L.- 

 
° L._ di' 751 7 e.... Boyle, village health officer. 

Lutkosky could not be reached this 
week for comment. ti-family apartment buildings with 

overflowing dumpsters has resulted in 
a $500 fine against the owner of a 
building on Wolf Road. 

A Cook County District 3 Circuit 
Court judge last week levied the maxi-
mum fine, plus a court fee of $25, 
against Zbignewiew Lutkosky after the 
owner of the apartment building at 130 
Wolf Road failed to show up at a hous-
ing court hearing, said Wheeling Vil-
lage Prosecutor Steve Handler. 

The building owner had been cited 
for failure to provide sufficient size 

Highest fine 
The $500 fine was the highest to be 

imposed so far since the village started 
a crackdown targeting multi-family 
dwelling units last month, following 
complaints by neighbors of three build-
ings on Wolf Road by Glendale Ave-
nue. 

Two other citations have been 
issued against building owners for 
overflowing or unscreened dumpsters  

on Wolf Road over the past month, 
Boyle said. 

The complaints prompted trustee 
Judy Abruscato to call recently for an 
ordinance requiring all multi-family 
housing units to have enclosed dump-
sters. 

"It seems that we have gotten a lot 
of complaints in that area," Boyle said. 

The village community development 
department is currently reviewing the 
local ordinance relating to garbage in 
commercial buildings and is expected 
to make a recommendation to the 
board of trustees soon. 

Since February, Boyle has sent 
three mailings to owners of commer-
cial buildings in the Wolf Road area. 
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Wheeling 
OKs plan 
for church 
expansion 

f- 3 - /3  
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Wheeling trustees Monday ap-
proved plans of a church to con-
struct an addition to its main 
building over objections from 
some neighbors. 

With Trustee Judy Abruscato 
abstaining, Wheeling village board 
unanimously approved plans by 
Our Savior Evangelical Free 
Church, 300 Schoenbeck Road, to 
construct a $1 million, 7,100-
square-foot addition. The plans in-
clude construction of a 54-foot tall 
tower with a crucifix visible at its 
peak. 

The plans also include enlarging 
the parking lot from 96 spaces to 
184 spaces. 

Responding to resident com-
plaints, church officials said other 
churches in Wheeling had towers 
about the same height and that the 
cross wouldn't affect nearby hous-
es. 

Residents complained the cross 
was aesthetically unappealing and 
would hurt their property values. 

"We feel we have covered that 
base very well and should have no 
negative impact on neighbors 
(with the cross)," said David F. 
Schultz, architect for the project 
who is not related to Wheeling Vil-
lage President Sheila H. Schultz. 

Aside from the cross, some 
neighbors complained the expand-
ed parking would cause headlights 
from vehicles arriving for night 
services to be cast into their living 
rooms, and the expansion would 
aggravate neighborhood flooding 
problems. 

"As this is proposed now, I see it 
going entirely in the wrong direc-
tion," said Dave Danis, a church 
neighbor living on Anthony Road. 

As a condition of approval, 
church officials agreed to control 
night parking. 

Wheeling officials also said the 
building expansion includes drain-
age upgrades as well. 

Wheeling recommending panels 
had mixed reactions to the propos-
al. The plan commission endorsed 
it, while the appearance commis-
sion opposed the tower and the 
zoning board did not make a rec-
ommendation. 

The proposed tower would be 24 
feet taller than allowed without a 
variance. 

Northwest 
journal 
Christine Winter 
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Wheeling group 
tikes diversity 

ometimes the folks who live in 
Wheeling get the feeling that sur-
rounding suburbs look down on 
them because there's more ethnic 
diversity in their community than 

in many other northwest suburbs. 
That's one of the reasons Kamal 

Zaretzky started the Wheeling Township 
Unity Task Force. 

"We want to turn around the perception 
that different is negative," said Zaretzky, 
who describes herself as a "regular 
housewife," who started the grass-roots 
task force in her living room last year. 

Zaretzky, who has biracial children in 
the Wheeling schools, had recognized the 
tension in the community for some time. 
She noted that Wheeling is 80 percent 
white and 20 percent people of color, with 
15 different languages in use. 

"The last straw was when I ran into a 
junior high student who had just moved 
here and I asked her how she liked her 
new school," Zaretzky said. "She answered 
that there were too many Mexicans run-
ning around speaking Spanish and too 
many Jamaicans. Instead of thinking, 'Isn't 
this neat, there are all these people from 
different backgrounds,' she was complain-
ing. That said to me, 'There's a problem 
here " 

Zaretzky started talking up her ideas for 
a group to promote racial and ethnic unity 
shortly before the first Rodney King ver-
dict in Los Angeles. Nobody paid a lot of 
attention to her. 

"I think they thought I was some kind of 
Polyanna person or a radical trying to re-
create the 1960s," she said. 

But then the riots broke out in Los Ange-
les, and suddenly there was a dramatic in-
crease in interest. 

"We've gotten a lot of positive support 
from village leaders," she said, adding that 
Wheeling's village president and a trustee 
are on the task force and the Police De-
partment's crime prevention unit has been 
very helpful. 

Zaretzky's first event was an ethnic-unity 
picnic last summer, which attracted about 
150 people, mostly Caucasians. 

A multicultural unity seminar in May at 
the Indian Trails Public Library in 
Wheeling was less successful, with only 18 
attending. But Zaretzky isn't discouraged; 
she looks on it as a good start. 

With more time to plan, she is hoping to 
attract about 200 to this year's picnic, 
scheduled for 2 to 5 p.m. July 25 at Heri-
tage Park. Local ethnic restaurants will 
provide the food, a Peruvian band will 
play, and picnickers will be encouraged to 
wear their native garb. 

Fliers are being distributed in English 
and Spanish, and Zaretzky, who admits the 
diversity in languages can be a problem, is 
trying to make use of friends to spread the 
word in other languages, like Hindi. 

Along with the picnic, the task force, 
which includes about 20 dues-paying mem-
bers and 60 more on its mailing list, will 
hold an art contest for junior high and 
high school kids. 

"We want our young artists to consider 
the great diversity here and think about its 
beauty," Zaretzky said. Two eight-week 
scholarships to the DeFrancesco Art 
School in Wheeling will be awarded. 



Rob Dicker/Pioneer Press 

Michael DeFreancesco stands by one of his painting accentu- scholarships to the winners of an art contest during the Unity 
ating diversity. The DeFrancesco Art School will be offering Task Force picnic. 

Unity picnic celebrates diversity 
By CYRIL [BE 

STAFF WRITER 
- a 

Art, music and food can be quite 
revealing about a people and their cul-
ture. 

That's why the Wheeling Township 
Unity Task Force is incorporating all 
three ingredients for the second 
annual Multicultural Unity Picnic, 
slated for 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday at Heri-
tage Park, 222 S. Wolf Road. "Celebrate 
the Diversity of Wheeling" is the 
theme of this year's picnic. 

Combining art, music and food is all 
part of the task force's effort to build-
ing racial, ethnic and religious bridges 
among the town's diverse population of 
almost 30,000 and 15 different lan-
guages. 

"I think music and art generally are 
a wonderful vehicle for people to 
express their cultural background and 
to share their cultures with other peo-
ple," said task force founder Kamal 
Zaretzky.  

Wheeling Village President Sheila 
Schultz agreed that food, music and art 
are among the "unique things that we 
give one another." 

And Task Force members like 
Schultz and Zaretzky hope the sharing 
of various ethnic foods to be served at 
the picnic will complement art and 
music in fostering harmony among 
Wheeling residents. The picnic flyer 
printed in both English and Spanish 
invites residents and others to "Bring 
your own food or share some of ours." 
Wa-Pa-ghetti's Pizza, El Famous Bur-
rito, Pita Inn and Vivian Lee's restau-
rant will donate food for the picnic. 

Music will be supplied by El Viento 
Conta, a Peruvian band from the Chi-
cago area, and Klezzical Jazz band 
from Wheeling. Plans are under way to 
bring a rap musical group. 

A summer art contest open to junior 
high and high school students is being 
sponsored by the task force to "encour-
age students to reflect upon the beauty 
of our cultural diverse communities  

and to portray and celebrate this diver-
sity in the form of two dimensional 
art," according to a statement by the 
task force. Art works should be submit-
ted by today to the First National Bank 
of Wheeling, 125 McHenry Road. First-
place winners in various categories will 
be announced at the picnic and will be 
awarded eight-week scholarships to the 
DeFrancesco Art School. 

The art contest is one of the creative 
ways the task force is hoping to attract 
more Wheeling residents to the picnic. 
An estimated 100 to 150 people 
attended last year. "There is so much 
beauty in each culture that we have 
here in Wheeling. Every culture that 
we have is unique," said Zaretzky. 
"And whenever we are able to share 
that uniqueness, it just adds to and 
enhances our lives." 

Added David Rivera, the Hispanic 
member of the Unity Task Force: "It's 
just a good feeling when people of dif-
ferent cultures get together and get 
along," he said.  

• Wheeling joins Night Out campaign 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

For the fourth consecutive year 
Wheeling residents will celebrate 
control over their own streets as a 
part of a national crime preven-
tion program. 

Today Wheeling residents will 
once again participate in the na-
tional Night Out campaign to dem-
onstrate residents - not criminals 
— own the local streets. 

"The whole purpose of it is we're 
taking back our neighborhoods 
and not letting crime or drugs take 
over," said Wheeling Police De-
partment crime prevention officer  

Barbara G. Kobishop. 
That evening, residents, busi-

ness owners and others are being 
encouraged to leave their porch 
lights on from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. and 
to spend time outdoors getting to 
know their neighbors. 

Also, parties will be held in some 
Wheeling neighborhoods with ac-
tive neighborhood watch pro-
grams including the Dunhurst 
East, Malibu, Whippletree Village 
and Tahoe Village subdivisions, 
said Kobishop. 

The largest celebration, she 
said, will be held in Tahoe Village 
subdivision. That event running  

from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. will in-
clude visits by Wheeling police 
and fire officials, an appreciation 
award ceremony, a police squad 
car residents can examine up 
close and an appearance by Laiser 
the police dog. 

Always a hit with children, 
Laiser is trained to track people 
and sniff out drugs. 

Law enforcement activities such 
as what happens during an arrest 
may also be demonstrated to resi-
dents, she said. 

Additionally, police and fire de- 

partment officials will be making 
speeches at the subdivision's club 
house on Tahoe Circle Drive. A 
raffle will also be held be held for 
party goers. 

The annual crime prevention 
celebration is being sponsored by 
the National Association of Town 
Watch, a national public safety or-
ganization. The event nationwide 
is in its 10th year and is celebrated 
by 25 million people, said Ko-
bishop. 

Other nearby communities are 
holding similar celebrations of 
Night Out as well. 



Wheeling Township picnic to promote ethnic harmony 
BY DWAYNE T. WONG 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Buoyed by the success of last 
year's event, the Wheeling Town-
ship Unity Task Force is holding is 
second annual unity picnic Sunday 
at Heritage Park in Wheeling. 

The residents group that pro-
motes ethnic harmony is looking 
for a large crowd to attend the 
event this year, which is running  

from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. at the park at 
222 S. Wolf Road. 

"We got close to 150 last year, 
this year I'm hoping for about 200. 

The purpose of the picnic is to get 
people to share their cultural 
background with each other and to 
celebrate the beauty of that diver-
sity," said Kamal Zaretsky, presi-
dent of the organization. 

This year's picnic will include at 
least two musical groups, El Vien-
to Canta, a Peruvian band, and 
Klezzical Jazz, a Jewish folk mu-
sic duo. Zaretsky said event orga-
nizers are also trying to line up a 
teen rap group for the picnic. 

Different from last year's event, 
artwork exhibited at the picnic 
will come from the contestants in 
the task force's first art contest.  

The theme of that contest was 
"Celebrate the Cultural Diversity 
of Wheeling Township." 

It was open to students through-
out the township in Wheeling 
Township Elementary District 21, 
Prospect Heights Elementary Dis-
trict 23 and Northwest Suburban 
High School District 214. 

Also available at the picnic will 
be food from local restaurants in- 

cluding The Pita Inn, El Famous 
Burrito, Vivian Lee's and Wa-Pa-
Ghetti's. 

Zaretsky said she wanted atten-
dance at the picnic to grow gradu-
ally to where it would be a popular 
event with area residents. She said 
it would be a family-oriented out-
ing. 

Local officials expected to at-
tend include Wheeling Village  

President Sheila H. Schultz. 

Wheeling officials have been pay-
ing closer attention to ethnic har-
mony in the village and have 
formed an ad hoc residents group 
to make recommendations on the 
community's first human rela-
tions ordinance. 

That ordinance could cover 
housing and other areas, said 
Schultz. >CD 
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Buffalo Grove and Wheeling 
tax rates 

(Per $100 assessed valuation - Cook County portion) 
1992 1991 ok 

Cook County  $ 1.176 $ 1.040 +13.08 
Forest Preserve  .063 .064 -1.56 
Suburban TB Sanitarium District. .008 .008 0 
Metro Water Rcl. Dist.  .470 .482 -2.49 
NW Mosquito Abatement District .009 .008 + 12.50 
Wheeling Township (all funds)  .084 .076 +10.50 
School District 21  2.813 2.972 -5.35 
High School District 214  1.989 2.158 -7.83 
Harper College  .261 .291 -10.31 
Village of Buffalo Grove  .907 1.161 -21.88 
Village of Wheeling  1.031 1.145 -9.96 
Buffalo Grove Park District  .570 .636 -10.38 
Wheeling Park District  .522 .486 +7.41 
River Trails Park District  .473 .469 +.85 
Indian Trails Library District  .251 .288 -12.85 
Wheeling Twp. Rural Fire Dist  .387 .423 -8.51 
Forest River Fire Protection  .300 -100.00 

Buffalo Grove total 
(in Dist. 21)  8.601 9.207 -6.58 
Typical tax bill  $3,297 $3,285 +.37 
*Based on an average selling price of $215,000 (market value of $122,363 in 1991, 
$128,119 in 1992) and assessed at 16 percent with a $4,500 homeowner's exemption. 

Wheeling total 
(in Dist. 21, Library)  8.677 9.041 -4.03 
Typical tax bill  $2,168 $1,783 +21.6 
"Based on an average selling price of $146,000 (market value of $73,756 in 1991 and 
$88,188 in 1992) and assessed at 16 percent with a $4,500 homeowner's exemption. 

* Includes a relative increase in the assessed valuation 

BY MICHELLE MARTIN 
Daily Herald Staff Writer 

Higher assessments wipe out 
tax rate drop for homeowners 

Tax rates may be dropping for 
most taxing bodies connected to 
Wheeling and Buffalo Grove, but 
higher assessments will mean 
higher property taxes in many 
cases. 

Cook County tax rates were re-
leased Thursday, and tax bills will 
be mailed to homeowners shortly. 
Payment is due Sept. 1. 

Here's what taxpayers will find: 
The owner of an average $215,000 
home in Buffalo Grove, for in-
stance, will pay $3,297 in taxes, 
less than a 1 percent increase 
from last year. In that case, as-
sessment increases that average 
4.7 percent are offset by 6.58 per-
cent lower tax rates. 

In Wheeling, however, home-
owners generally pay less taxes 
than their Buffalo Grove neigh-
bors, but their increase from last 
year is more dramatic. A house 
with a selling price of $146,000 will 
generate a bill of $2,168 this year, 
a full $385 higher than last year. 
Even though tax rates dropped 4 
percent, assessment increases 
were in the 19 percent range, 
prompting the higher bills. 

Tax rates this year also were af-
fected by a freeze on real estate 
assessments that used local gov-
ernments' 1991 assessed valua-
tions to calculate how much they 
can receive in property taxes and 
the 1992 assessed valuations to 
determine the rates. 

"Ultimately it winds up as a rate 
limit on what they (government 
units) can get," said Dave Druker, 
spokesperson for the Cook County 
Assessor Thomas Hynes. 

Cook County's 13 percent tax 
rate increase, which flies in the 
face of county board Chairman 
Richard Phelan's pledge not to in-
crease the tax rate while in office, 
should be blamed on Gov. Jim 
Edgar and Republicans in the 
General Assembly, said Cook 
County Finance Director Woods 
Bowman. 

The state would not collect the 
county's 0.75 percent sales tax on 
big-ticket items sold outside Cook 
County's borders, Bowman said. 
Because the sales tax wasn't col-
lected, Cook County canceled a 
property tax abatement that had 
been planned, and instead collect-
ed an additional $50 million in 
property taxes, Bowman said. 

Other taxing districts managed 
to hold their bills relatively 
steady. Any increases will pay for 
salaries, insurance and pension 
plans. 

That's the case with Northwest 
Suburban High School District 214, 
where the levy - the total amount 
of property tax money requested 
by the district - increased only 2.1 
percent this year, and the tax rate 
dropped 7.83 percent. 

"We have been holding the line 
on spending and our assessed 
valuation has increased some-
what," Northwest Suburban High 
School District 214 board member 
David Wiltse said. 

Although Wiltse said he was 
surprised that the tax rate 
dropped slightly, he has noticed 
new development springing up 
around Hintz and Wheeling roads 
in Wheeling and Prospect Heights. 

Wiltse said about 87 percent of 
the six-high school district's budg-
et goes toward salaries and bene-
fits. And district officials have 
been making a concerted effort to 
keep salary increases modest, he  

said. 
"We've tried to hold those 

costs," he said. "That has a direct 
impact on how much our budget 
grows each year." 

Wheeling 
Homeowners can expect their 

taxes paid directly to the village of 
Wheeling to be a little more, de-
spite a tax rate that dropped al-
most 10 percent, from $1.14 per 
$100 of equalized assessed valua-
tion. 

That trend continues with the lo-
cal elementary school districts, 
with rates for Wheeling Elementa-
ry District 21 dropping 5.35 per-
cent and Prospect Heights Ele-
mentary District 23 dropping al-
most 15 percent, from $4 to $3.40 
per $100 of assessed valuation. 

That doesn't mean the growing 
district is spending any less mon-
ey, okne official said. "The tax 
base is increasing. We're getting 
the same dollars, but because of 
that, the rate is going down," said 
District 23 Business Manager Rick 
Ewanio. 

Homeowners will get a double 
hit from the Wheeling Park Dis-
trict, where a tax rate that in-
creases from 48.6 cents to 52.2 
cents per $100 of equalized as-
sessed valuation will be applied to 
the new, higher property values. 

Finance Superindenent Thomas 
Busby called the rate hike "good 
news," because it included the 10 
cents from the tax increase re-
ferendum voters passed in No-
vember that allowed the park dis-
trict to borrow $4.9 million to fund 
construction of a nearly $5 million, 
56,000-square-foot recreation cen-
ter next to the recently construct-
ed aquatic center at 327 W. Dun-
dee Road. "Obviously, we've held 
the line on our other funds," Busby 
said. 

Buffalo Grove 
Buffalo Grove homeowners in 

Cook County actually are in for a 
break from the village, whose line 

item on tax bills will go down. The 
village's tax rate dropped more 
than 20 percent, from $1.161 to 90.7 
percent - partly because there 
was an 18 percent increase in the 
property values in the Cook Coun-
ty portion of the village, 

Some of the increase in property 
value happened because of new 
development, but most of it is due 
to the triennial reassessment, he 
said. Even with increased proper-
ty values, the village portion of the 
tax bill will drop because the vil-
lage's actual levy - the amount 
requested by the village - went 
down. 

Another reason for drastic rate 
cut is the reapportionment of tax 
burden between the Cook and 
Lake County sections of the vil-
lage. This year, the commission 
that determines the relative tax 
burdens reduced Cook County's 
share of the village's property tax 
levy from 29.9 percent to 26.75 per-
cent. 



Officials wary of plans 
for nightspot for teens 
■ iR b 

Wheeling: A Rolling Meadows businessman 
wants to establish a teen dance club in Wheeling 
and plans to submit details of his plan to the vil-
lage by the end of the month. 

The club, which would be called The Hype, is 
being proposed by Jeff Fisher. The club would be 
at the Wolf Point Shopping Center at Camp 
McDonald and Wolf Roads. It would operate from 
7 p.m. to 1 a.m. Fridays through Sundays for peo-
ple ages 15 to 20. 

The dance club would contain about 11,000 
square feet and include a light and sound show, a 
non-alcoholic juice bar and a deejay, Fisher said. 

"The club is second to none," he said. "Instead 
of going to parties, the kids can be in a safe and 
supervised environment." 

But security at the club is a primary concern of 
the Police Department. 

The proposed location is "an ideal place for 
problems" because of gang activity in the area, 
said Police Chief Michael Haeger. He said such 
clubs tend to be a magnet for social problems. 

"We're not an opponent of [the proposed club]," 
Haeger said, "but we are raising the flag that 
there may be problems." 

Other village officials have expressed concern 
over how thorough the club's security would be. 

"The prime concern is what kinds of controls 
there will be," said Village President Sheila 
Schultz. The village also has to assess if the club 
would be "the best kind of recreational activity 
for the young people," she said. 

Fisher said he plans to work with the village to 
meet security specifications and avert gang 
problems. 

He said bouncers with metal detectors would 
check jackets and purses for weapons. 

Haeger said off duty police officers would be 
hired to patrol the area around the club. 

Katie Morrison 


